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Doreen J. Bouck (LGBT ally) 
and mother of endowment 

donor

New MSU 
Endowment

by R Cole Bouck

Michigan State 
University 
(MSU) recently 

accepted into its portfolio yet another 
endowment supporting the lesbian, bisexual, 
gay, and transgender (LBGT) community.  
Thanks to the generosity of MSU alumnus R 
Cole Bouck, the R Cole Bouck LGBT and 
Ally Student Leadership Development 
Fund was established to cultivate leadership 
among students on social justice issues 
affecting the LBGT community.  Through this 
endowment, Cole also wishes to recognize 
the lives and contributions of Doreen Jane 
(Graff) Bouck, Cole’s mother (see picture) 
and LBGT ally; James K. Dressel, a 
Michigan State Representative from 1979 
to 1984 and LBGT mentor; and Carroll M. 
Hunter, a criminal justice professional and 
LBGT pioneer. In recognition of his affection 
for each of these individuals as role models 
and community leaders, the endowment will 
make annual awards in their honor.

Cole believes the endowment celebrates 
rapidly changing times for LBGT persons 
everywhere; 
recognizes 
the shaming 
of, struggles 
endured by, and 
opportunities 
denied to 
LBGT persons; 
acknowledges 
the invaluable 
and tireless work 
of LBGT allies 
in advancing 
civil rights; 
represents the 
hope of obtaining 
equality and 
ending LBGT 
discrimination; 
and seeks to support opportunities 
for MSU students with the ambition and 
vision to help achieve equality.  This 

award will support student participation in 
internships, service-learning, or study away 
and abroad programs related to social justice 
issues facing the LBGT community.  It is his 
hope that this gift will make a positive impact 
on current and future students by augmenting 
the work of the Center.

The following awards will be made to 
support MSU students:

·         The Bouck Award honors Cole’s 
mother Doreen Bouck, and will provide 
financial support to undergraduate students 
working in the Center to gain leadership 
experience and assist with community 
outreach initiatives and engagement activities.

• The Dressel Award honors former State 
Representative James K. Dressel and 
will support qualified students interested 
in strategic policy development and 
public education on issues of importance 
to the LBGT community.

• The Hunter Award honors Carroll 
M. Hunter and will support students 
interested in attending leadership or 
professional development conferences or 
activities on issues relevant to the LBGT 
community.  The awarded funds shall 
be used to pay for travel, registration, 
accommodations, and other related costs.

• The Bouck Endowment will also make 
awards to support students participating 
in internships, service-learning 
experiences, or study away programs 
with organizations that work on social 
justice issues affecting the LBGT 
community.

As an estate-based gift, this endowment is 
as yet unfunded. During its development, 
however, the energy and excitement 
of MSU’s LBGT Resource Center and 
students became so inspiring that Cole 
committed himself to immediately seek 
funding for the endowment.  An exceptional 
team of professionals, representing a 
cross-section of both the LGBT and allied 
communities, as well as various professions 
consistent with the intent of this endowment, 

Michigan House Sends 
Discriminatory Adoption 
Bills to Michigan Senate 
for Consideration
Members of the Michigan House of 
Representatives have just approved 
House Bills 4188 (LaFontaine-32), 4189 
(Santana-9), and 4190 (Leutheuser-58), 
which would allow adoption agencies the 
ability to deny an adoption placement 
based on that agency’s moral or religious 
beliefs.

The legislation now goes before the 
Michigan Senate, and we must start 
preparing to stop it!

We will be sending out an action alert once 
we have the details on which committee will 
be considering the bill. In the meantime, you 
can help us prepare by:

1. Telling us how harmful bills like 
these would impact your family:www.
equalitymi.org/stories/submit

2. Making an online donation today to 
help Equality Michigan defeat these 
bills:www.equalitymi.org/donate

These bills represent the worst of Lansing 
politics and must be defeated. Like you, 
Equality Michigan is tired of our leaders 
giving the impression that our state prioritizes 
hate over compassion, bad business over 
economic growth, and political divisiveness 
over helping children in need. We have had 
more than enough of it, and our resolve to 
bring these harmful deeds to an end remains 
unwavering. 

Equality Michigan will keep you posted as 
this issue develops on how you can join us in 
saying that enough is enough!
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear LAHR Reader, 

Wow, what a couple of weeks on our agenda!  For the summer, LAHR is fortunate to have the skills and 
services of two interns from the Gender Center at MSU.  They are Makayla and Alisa, and a volunteer, 
Katie.  I have asked them to do some organizing for us over the summer.  I have a plan in mind I will 
propose to the board at our meeting on the 12th of April.   My proposal is that these three women will 

create a plan and a time- line for initiating-- for the want of a better name--A LAHR Youth Group.  This group as I envision 
it would have their own meetings, their own agenda, would be there for LAHR as we would be there for them.  I credit Joe 
Marutiak with this fine idea.  

I see it as separate and embedded into the sponsoring organization of LAHR, having a purpose of building the next group of 
activists.  Needless to say many of us have been here a long time and we have much history, experience to pass on to new 
leadership and now is the right time to be doing it.  I see this proposed youth group as being a funnel of new ideas for us and 
for the next generation, and we being a funnel back to them with our experiences and ideas.  

In imagining the Board approving, I ask if you have some young people who may be interested, please let us know.  Perhaps 
you have ideas to offer to this proposed endeavor. We want to hear them.  

Now, on to the next piece of news:  I am a fan of Womyns Basketball at MSU.  As season ticket holder in section 126, we are 
mostly lesbians and own 91 seats in a block at Breslin stadium.  For the past eight years we have sat together, cheered together 
and supported our team of female athletes. It is of concern that there is a lack of sensitivity to practices of homophobia in 
the MSU Department of Athletics, specifically as it concerns lesbians.   It of course is not isolated to MSU, it is a reality in 
various degrees across all of collegiate women’s Athletics.   It is time to confront it here at MSU.  We have a meeting with the 
Associate Director of Athletics for Women’s Sports.  This is not a LAHR project, but hopefully it is of interest to you.  Stay 
tuned for the outcome.

With appreciation for your support of the important work of LAHR.  Please also if you have thoughts or ideas of creating a 
youth arm of LAHR do contact us. 

Sincerely,  
Penny

Letter from the Prez
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Challenge 
of Aging 
Amplified 
for Gay 
Community

Jen Rini, The News Journal   
March 22, 2015

(Publisher’s Note – I was contacted by 
someone connected to the following story 
and was asked to include it the newsletter.  
I agreed, because the subject of aging 
has been a major issue for LAHR for 
some time.  I am splitting the article into 
two parts and part 2 will be in the June 
newsletter.  I hope you find the following 
enjoyable and informative.)

Robyn Harland, 70, admits her knees 
are going a bit, but she’s still the same 
spitfire she was in her twenties. She likes 
girls and doesn’t care who knows it.She 
feels that who she lays next to at night 
shouldn’t influence how her primary 
care doctor treats her aches and pains or 
who she sits next to during bingo at the 
Newark Senior Center.

“Quite frankly I don’t [care] who knows 
what,” she said. “My lifestyle, that 
should not play into that. We are all 
getting old, it doesn’t matter if we are 
straight or gay.”

But not all LGBTQ seniors are as 
open as Harland. In fact, most aren’t, 
equality advocates say, and instead 
fear discrimination as they transition 
into long-term care settings and rely 
on consistent contact with medical 
professionals.

The vulnerability is enough to make 
someone who has been out for 30 years, 
retreat back into the closet, says Bob 
Martz, community coordinator for 
United Way of Delaware and LGBTQ 
activist.

“It’s particularly difficult to be getting 
old. So many of us had to live in the 
closet for such a long period of time. 
Many of us were rejected from our 
families. Many of us lost partners 
during the AIDS epidemic 30 years 
ago,” said Martz, who turns 70 at the 
end of March.

“As we get to our golden years, who is 
going to take care of us?”

Such issues are just starting to gain 
public awareness. Organizers hope an 
LGBTQ eldercare conference sponsored 

by Christiana Care Health System and 
the University of Delaware can serve as 
a catalyst.

Panel discussions will address 
how “cultural 
competency” in the 
eldercare community 
and medical setting 
needs to move in 
tandem with the 
more accepting 
societal norms. 
This becomes 
more relevant 
as 25.7 percent 
of Delaware’s 
population is 
projected to be 60 
and over by 2020.

Delaware has become a retirement 
destination for straights and gays, 
Martz said. But even though same-sex 
marriage is legal in Delaware and there 
are anti-discrimination laws here, that 
doesn’t necessarily mean accessing 

care is consistent nor 
easy..

The vulnerability 
is enough to make 
someone who has 
been out for 30 years, 
retreat back into the 
closet, says Bob Martz, 
community coordinator 
for United Way of 
Delaware and LGBTQ 
activist. 

People should be 
afforded the right to 
sensitive care, and the 
opportunity to fully 

disclose who they are, said 
Timothy Rodden, director of pastoral 
services at Christiana Care Health 
System.
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Out at Work
Zelda-A link to 
your work past

by Frank Vaca, 
LAHR Vice 
President
 
You had your 
chance and you 
blew it, out of 

sight? Out of mind?  It’s another feisty 
Out at work.  Since you have been gone, 
I have been dealing with opportunity 
over passion.   Do you feel like a 
hero?   Who could take on any problem 
in the workplace?  Are they following 
you or plotting their sweet revenge?  On 
revenge, do you believe in redemption?

Having the opportunity to see Home 
with the nieces can say Boom a race 
of space invaders run when probability 
falls under 50%.  Or would leave you 
to save themselves rather than find “my 
mom.”  Or was brilliantly voiced by Out 
actor Jim Parsons.   The only reason 
to watch “Big Bang Theory”.  Read 
an article on Entrepreneur about going 
through workplace taking opportunity 
as your lead and leaving behind your 
passions.  Is it an easier route?   

I did sign up to be a hero in my world 
because I have a passion.  I have always 
been lucky, I am determined to remain 

lucky, nespa?  I was getting criticism 
because my chosen warriors just signed 
up for the opportunity to volunteer 
along side of me.  Yes, the scoobies 
would back stab me in front for being 
my friends.  All probability I have done 
them wrong by raising issues.  Why do 
I have to be so difficult?  Why do I have 
to nail injustices on their door?  The mat 
says welcome not bring your problems 
within these walls.  No sanctuary or 
solace to be found for all those who 
dwell here. 

When you think someone can walk 
without you and they fall because you 
have been their crutch.   Is it because 
they had the opportunity to prove to 
you their support web was spun around 
you?  I’ll spare you the details just say 
addiction is terrible.  Now do something 
for me and support ban the box 
legislation.  It would give rehabilitated 
felons the opportunity to talk about 
their convictions to their employer. 
Universities in employment and being a 
student ask -  Have you ever found prior 
felons in paperwork as I found trying to 
help an individual.  

Can I come into the out now?   But you 
can just be needing to remove the piece of 
wood.   The thorn that is causing swelling 
in your heart.  Be yourself, be proud, and 
somebody wish me a happy birthday at 
least at vacaafrank@gmail.com

Spring Chorus Concert
by Peter Morse, 
LanSINGout Artistic 
Director

Reminder - 
LanSINGout Gay 
Men’s Chorus will 
be performing their 
spring concert, 

Music From the Other Side:  Songs 
Traditionally Sung by Women.

The first half of the concert will 
feature rock and roll, country, pop and 
Broadway and movie musical tunes.  
The second half is a salute to the women 
of Rogers and Hammerstein.  Audience 
members will enjoy tunes from R&H’s 
most famous musicals including South 
Pacific, Oklahoma, The King and I, 
Carousel, Flower Drum Song, State Fair, 
Cinderella and The Sound of Music.   
The concert will be in the style of a 
musical review comprised of solo, small 
ensemble and choral numbers.   Music 
From the Other Side is shaping up to 
be a wonderfully unique and enjoyable 
concert for audiences of all ages and 
musical preferences.

LanSINGout will present Music From 
the Other Side on Saturday, June 6, 
2015 at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, June 7, 
2015 at 3:00 p.m. in the Lansing First 
Presbyterian Church Molly Grove 
Chapel. You may purchase tickets and 
view other concert information on our 
website or on Facebook.  Please “like” 
our Facebook page to keep on top of the 
new and exciting things the men are up 
to.

For further information, contact the 
Chorus at info@lansingout.org. You 
can follow the Chorus on their web site, 
www.lansingout.org or on Facebook at 
LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus.

Mother’s Day is May 10
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

Did you know…

May is National Foster 
Care Month! J 

Have you decided what 
you will be doing this 
month to recognize 
the role that each of 

us plays in the lives of children in foster 
care?  Throughout this month, child placing 
agencies and organizations across the state 
will pay tribute to foster parents, family 
members, mentors, and child welfare 
professionals who work towards finding 
permanence for our youth in care day in and 
day out.  This is not only a time to recognize 
those that make such a difference in the lives 
of a foster child, but it is also an opportunity 
for a recommitment to “raise hope and 
foster dreams” for so many innocent 
children that often do not have a voice!

If you have ever posted a flyer about 
the need for foster parents, donated care 

packages for a child in care to receive, 
made a blanket for an infant in foster care, 
sacrificed your time to mentor a youth when 
no one else would, or advocated in any way 
to help a foster child in care, WE WHOLE 
HEARTEDLY THANK YOU!  Because of 
you, the total number of children in foster 
care has decreased.  But more help is still 
needed…

No matter who you are, or how much 
time you have to give, you can help raise 
hope and foster dreams for one of the 
nearly 500 children in care here in Ingham 
County.

To find out how you can help a child in care, 
email Christina Redmond at redmondc2@
michigan.gov or call 517-775-2693.

Ingham County DHS is hosting its next 
Orientation on Tuesday, May 12th from 9am 
– 12pm and again on Thursday, May 28th 
from 5pm – 8pm 

at the Ingham County Human Services 
Building (Door 3) located at 5303 S Cedar 
Street, Lansing, Michigan 48911

Can’t make this time? We can schedule an 
orientation at your home to answer all of 
your questions about being a foster parent or 
how you can help a child in care!  Just call 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist, at 
517-775-2693 to schedule a convenient time 
and see how you can make a difference in 
the life of a foster child. J  

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist

(Continued from page 1)
ENDOWMENT

are in the process of developing a fundraising 
case statement for it.  A case statement 
answers for potential donors the “So 
what?” question, which seeks to illustrate 
the anticipated longer term impact of the 
activities which the endowment supports.  
This development process will take a couple 
of months.  Once completed, the case 
statement will become the endowment’s 
voice in reaching out to potential donors and 
funding sources.

In order to begin empowering LBGT and 
Ally students at MSU in the meantime - right 
now, a singular gift to the endowment’s 
spendable account has permitted the 
endowment to fund its first student award this 
academic year.  The 2015 award is honoring 
Ms. Doreen Bouck, Cole’s mother and a 
longtime local LGBT ally.  This endowment 
is already accepting donations, and they 
can be made easily on-line, at:https://
spartanpartners.msu.edu/endowments/bouck/.    

The MSU LBGT Resource Center is 
incredibly grateful to its donors and alumni 
who make these scholarships and awards 
possible.  To learn more about all of the 
scholarships and awards, check them out, 
at:http://lbgtrc.msu.edu/lbgtrc-scholarships-
awards/

•	 The Pride Scholarship - Funds Tuition 
Assistance

•	 The Stephen P. Pougnet and 
Christopher J. Green Endowed 
Scholarship (undergraduate junior and 

seniors) - Funds Tuition 
Assistance

•	 The R Cole Bouck 
LBGT and Ally Student 
Leadership Award - Funds 
Internship, Service-Learning, 
or Study Away/Abroad

•	 The Jim Beverwyk Ally 
Award - Non-Financial 
Award

For additional information 
on the new ‘Bouck’ 
endowment at MSU, or if 
you are interested in being a 
part of securing funding for 
this endowment, please reach 
out to Cole at: rcbouck@
gmail.com.
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The Importance 
of Branding and 
Protecting Your 
Brand

by Bob Bond, UCC

I am not a marketing expert so my facts 
may be a little suspect but I have been 
told one of the most important aspects of 
a marketing campaign is to create a brand, 
make strong associations with your brand, 
and then vigorously protect that brand.  
When I was growing up everyone called a 
facial tissue Kleenex and everyone called 
a cola a Coke.  Kleenex and Coke at first 
seemed to be pleased with this brand 
identification until their competitors began 
selling as well or better than they were.  
They then launched vigorous trademark 
protection campaigns to force suppliers 
to only provide Kleenex when it was 
requested by name and to only supply 
Coke when it was requested by name.  I 
don’t know how successful that was for 
Kleenex but I do know that now when 
someone orders a Coke, the person taking 
the order is obliged to ask if Pepsi would 
be acceptable.  (Continued on page 7)(Continued on page 7)

And what does this have to do with an 
article about faith in anhuman rights focused 
publication?  I think it has a great deal 
to do with the brands we claim and how 
we defend them.  I cringe when someone 
starts a rant with the clarification that, “as 
a Christian”.  We have heard a great deal 
lately about religious freedom protection 
legislation which purports to protect people’s 
right to freely practice their religion while it 
really protects their right to discriminate and 
bully.  I am offended when someone says 
as a Christian they should be able to refuse 
service to someone they perceive to be same 
gender loving or gender fluid.  I want to 
scream that my Christianity prohibits me 
from discriminating or treating anyone else 
as less than.  I assert the religious freedom 
protection proposals violate my religious 
beliefs.  Who holds the brand Christian and 
how do they enforce protection of that brand 
so that it is not used in ways that violate its 
meaning?  The same is true of other faith 
traditions where some radical splinter group 
claims to speak for the whole tradition and 
other adherents to the tradition must deal 
with the negative fallout from their brand 
being stolen and misused.  I am not big on 
waiting on the return of Jesus to solve the 
world’s problems but I would very much 
like it if Jesus did return and sued those who 

have hijacked his brand.  I think it would be 
equally beneficial if Abraham, Mohamed, 
Confucius, Buddha, and the other great 
prophets were to return and sue those who 
have misappropriated their words and their 
brands for personal gain and to attack others.

Brand identification and protection is also 
an issue in the queer community.  Even the 
word queer is controversial and some claim 
it as the most inclusive expression of those 
marginalized by gender affection or gender 
expression.  Others reject the word as the 
brand used by those who hate and torment 
us, the word that was spat at us by hateful 
people.  We are challenged as to whether 
we can use the brand LGBT when we put 
so little emphasis on the B and T.  I have 
been involved in debates about whether one 
should embrace the = symbol associated 
with the Human Rights Campaign because 
of some less than supportive actions by some 
associated with HRC.  I have also heard 
HRC express concern that its brand has been 
hijacked and used in posters and memes 
by people who do not belong to or have 
permission of the organization.  Who speaks 
for us and who gives them the authority to 
do so and how do we hold them accountable 
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(Continued from page 6) (Continued from page 3)
Branding AgingBreakfast 

Club
by Bill Beachler, Host

LAHR’s  monthly 
breakfast club 
gets together on 

the 4th Saturday each month.  The 
May  breakfast will be on Saturday,  
May 23rd.  The Breakfast Club is an 
excellent opportunity for the LGBT 
community and our families and friends 
to get together, enjoy good food, 
meet new friends, and discuss current 
issues and events without having any 
responsibilities.

The Breakfast Club usually meets at 
the Frandor Flap Jack at 10:00 a.m.  
Over the years we have met at several 
local restaurants and if anyone has 
a suggestion, please let me know.  
Please call Bill at 337-1419 or email 
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net . 

We usually have around 4 to 8 people 
for breakfast which enables a friendly 
conversation.  Everyone is welcome!!

when they claim to speak for us but say 
things we do not believe or support.

In another sense, we have this conversation, 
debate, diatribe each year around Pride time.  
Some people express anger that the drag 
queens and the scantily clad men and women 
dominate the face of Pride but they do not 
represent us.  The preference is to demonstrate 
how much we are just like everyone else.  
Others will protest that the button down, 
lipstick wearing conservatives have hijacked 
the brand of the queer community as anything 
but traditional.  Others protest against any 
brand/label being assigned to them.  What is 
the brand of the sexually marginalized and 
who has the authority to defend it?

As with all labels, the important response is 
not who uses the brand or applies the label, 
the important factor is how do we remain true 
to who we know ourselves to be and to live 
that truth as authentically as possible.  We 
must create our own brand, identify what it 
means to be me, and then defend that brand 
vigorously against anyone who wants to 
misuse it or corrupt it.

Though he is unaware of any specific 
discrimination issues here in Delaware 
for LGBTQ seniors, he said it doesn’t 
necessarily mean it doesn’t happen.

“You don’t often hear those issues for people 
who are hiding,” Rodden said.

Nurses at Christiana Care go through 
cultural competency training to ensure that 
every individual that steps through their door 
gets equal care and consideration, Rodden 
said. Staff are educated on policies and 
procedures in place in terms of visitation, 
patient rights and responsibilities.

The vistitation policy on Christiana Care’s 
website, for example, reads, “We think 
that ‘family’ is anyone who is important to 
the patient – spouses, partners, significant 
others, children – anyone whom our 
patients tell us are family to them.”The 
hospital, along with Beebe Healthcare 
and Nemours/A.I. duPont Hospital for 
Children, was recently recognized by the 
Human Rights Campaign for being leaders 
in this field.
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Then & Now
Religious Freedom Act

by Don Gaudard

There was a time when it was difficult to 
explain the federal Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act (“RFRA”) and its state 
counterparts. They have such appealing titles, 

and who could be opposed to religious liberty? Then came 2014.

At the U.S. Supreme Court, the Justices decided (5-4) Burwell v. 
Hobby Lobby Stores, showing that RFRA is a tool that empowers 
some at the expense of others. InHobby Lobby, RFRA made it 
possible for the employer to deny contraception insurance coverage 
for female employees.

Also in 2014, Mississippi enacted a state RFRA that explicitly 
handed businesses and individuals the power to discriminate against 
customers, with the overriding and obvious goal to empower 
businesses to turn away same-sex couples and the LGBTQ 
community.  

The RFRA movement is now primarily a project of conservative 
religious believers. Tony Perkins of the Family Research Council 
explained what role RFRAs are to play for Christians:

“The clash between religious liberty and same-sex ‘marriage’ 
continues to explode in businesses across America, where 
shop owners and other vendors try to come to grips with the 
government’s twisted definition of ‘tolerance.’ Faced with losing 
their jobs, businesses, and life savings, most Christians want to 
know: isn’t there anything we can do?”

 There is. Conservatives are fighting back with a string of Religious 
Freedom Restoration Acts.  They can’t be more explicit that their 
intent behind the current state RFRA push is to permit businesses to 
deny services to the LGBTQ community altogether.

 Then there is the National Organization for Marriage, which 
promotes “conscience protection.” “We’re looking to get states 
to pass legislation specifically mentioning conscience protection 
for religious entities, businesses and individuals who do not 
want to solemnize a same-sex ‘marriage,’” said a national NOM 
spokesman.

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 8)
Then and Now
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Finally, in the push to legalize 
discrimination against same-sex couples, 
the Alliance Defending Freedom has 
characterized a failure to enact an RFRA 
to permit discrimination against same-sex 
couples as a “dereliction of a legislator’s 
most important duty.”

The federal RFRA started with 
conservative Christians seeking to beat 
back the fair housing laws so conservative 
Christian believers could discriminate 
against single mothers, unmarried couples, 
and same-sex couples. Thus, this story of 
discrimination really isn’t new. What is 
new, though, is that affected groups are 
now stepping up to protect their interests.

The newer, more extreme free exercise 
statutes apply to disputes between 
private parties and, therefore, are not 
limited to suits in which the government 
is a party as the original Federal RFRA 
required.  Mississippi was the first to take 
an RFRA in that direction, but the freshly 
signed Indiana and Arkansas RFRAs 
share the same feature. Therefore, a 
business owner can invoke RFRA against 
a customer to keep them out; a private 

sector employer can use it to discriminate 
against employees; and a hotel owner or 
apartment owner can screen out couples 
inconsistent with his religious belief.

The combination of a religious employer 
imposing his faith on his employees’ 
benefit plan in Hobby Lobby and a 
state in the Deep South like Mississippi 
enacting a religious liberty bill smelling 
of Jim Crow has created a stink around 
the RFRAs. That is why Indiana is 
receiving extraordinary pushback from an 
increasingly long line of very powerful 
entities. Indiana Governor Pence signed 
the Indiana RFRA surrounded by a 
phalanx of clergy, nuns, and religious 
lobbyists who drafted the RFRA 
legislation.

What is happening now is what should 
have happened years ago: those who will 
be hurt by religiously motivated conduct 
are acting before they are harmed.

The solution is to abandon the RFRA 
formula by blocking the pending state 
RFRAs and repealing those already in 
place, whether federal or state. That would 
result in the restoration of the pre-eminent 
source of religious liberty in the United 
States: the First Amendment.

LGBT Dinner 
Group
DINNER AT 
STEAKHOUSE PHILLY 
BAR and GRILL
Friday, May 15,2015  
at 6:30 pm 

by Gary Hicks, Host

The May LGBTA dinner will take place at 
Steakhouse Philly Bar and Grill, located at 
3020 E. Kalamazoo St. at Clippert St., in 
Lansing. Steakhouse Philly, formerly Best 
Steakhouse, has been family owned and 
operated since 1967. It features American 
and Greek entrees, sandwiches, and salads.

After dinner, some diners may walk the 
Lansing River Trail, located just behind the 
restaurant. 

These monthly dinners are usually held the 
third Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the greater Lansing area, and 
usually average about 10 to 15 friendly 
diners. Everyone is welcome to attend, 
either on your own or with a friend, family 
member, partner, or spouse. Students from 
area colleges are also welcome to attend and 
socialize with the area’s more permanent 
LGBT residents. 

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to your 
host Gary at hickslaw@gmail.com by 3 
pm on Friday, May 15, so we can request 
appropriate seating

Memorial Day - May 25

10 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



SUNDAY
•	 First Congregational United Church of Christ (aka First Congregational 

UCC) - Open & Affirming. Worship at 10:30am on Sundays. 210 W. Saginaw 
Hwy Grand Ledge.   fcgl.org • grandledgeucc@aol.com • 517.627.2336. 

•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 
congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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