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Inventing the 
Enemy
by Madeleine Townsend, 
LAHR Board

As last year drew to an 
end, the political issue of LGBTQ civil 
rights resulted in a pitched battle over 
whether religious rights supersede LGBTQ 
civil rights. It is no surprise: as we have 
won one victory after another, especially 
on the same-sex marriage and Federal-level 
Transgender policy fronts, our far-right 
opponents having been fighting a rear-guard 
action through statewide initiatives to permit 
anti-LGBTQ discrimination on religious 
grounds. Yet, after all the manufactured 
hysteria around these issues, the current 
legislative session has been relatively quiet. 
Where do we stand? As of this writing, an 
attempt to pass a “religious freedom” bill 
in Michigan died after Senate Majority 
Leader Randy Rachardville did not let it 
come to a vote; and while Governor Snyder 
has encouraged more work be done on the 
Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, no mention 
was made about the inclusion of LGBTQ 
individuals and families. Should we consider 
these matters closed? Absolutely not.

This is a well-recognized pattern of political 
activity, universally, and very characteristic 
of civil rights struggles in the United States. 
The work of civil rights advocates is never 
done after key legislation is passed, as 
we continue to see, among many other 
problems, struggles with racism, sexism, 
immigration, and economic dislocation. 
From a short-term perspective it is very 
discouraging, but take heart that while 
change is slow, things do actually change.

Why do we go through pitched battles? Why 
the hysteria and nastiness? 

“Having an enemy is important not only to 
define our identity but also to provide us 
with an obstacle against which to measure 
our own system of values, and, in seeking 
to overcome it, demonstrate our own self-
worth”

— Umberto Eco, Inventing the Enemy 
(2011)

Underneath the layers of politics and 
politics, woven into the very fabric of all 
cultures, at the most elemental human level, 
is the conflict between in-groups and out-
groups. As emotional and social beings our 
passions and loyalty to those we consider 
members of our in-group are matched by 
the de-humanizing indignation and hatred 
for the out-group. Social Neuroscientist 
David Eagleman, who studies the contagious 
nature of group conflict and violence, notes 
that repeatedly, throughout history, groups 
of people, in coordination with authorities, 
have inflicted violence on groups that were 
no threat against them. Isn’t this what we are 
seeing now in our politics? Our system of 
politics and social interaction all-too-often 
result in de-humanization.

Next round, things can be different. Our 
far-right opponents have already tipped 
their hands, and there is nothing new they 
can bring to the fight. As we continue to 
work successfully through the political 
process, we have an opportunity to improve 
our response and play the game at a 
different level by drawing from successful 
LGBTQ campaigns and bringing their re-
humanization tactics down to the individual 
level. As individuals, we too can change the 
system that de-humanizes us. To do that, we 
first need to understand how out-groups are 
de-humanized, and then learn to identify and 
respond to it when it happens.

Here are the key activities of de-
humanization and examples of their trigger 
statements:

•	 Building	up	an	ideological	obsession	
around	cultural	norms. Who owns 
the cultural norms? Powerful in-groups 
claim this privilege although it is not 
necessarily theirs to own.

“Marriage has been defined as 
between one man and one woman for 
thousands of years”, “The genders of 
men and women are determined by 
their chromosomes”, “Homosexuality 

Suits And The City
 
by Jeff Wood, Suits and the City  
Board Member
 
(Publisher’s Note - Suits And The City 
will be getting together as usual the first 
Wednesday of the month, which will be 
March 4.  Unfortunately, the March issue 
of the newsletter will probably be out a 
little this month, so most readers will be 
not see this issue before the March 4 event 
= sorry.  Suits And The City has contacted 
me and plans to provide information each 
month, which they did this month.  We also 
have been invited to distribute the LAHR 
newsletter at their excellent monthly 
events.)

Suits wants you to know that they offer 
free Business Directory listings for LBGT 
friendly organizations, businesses and 
business persons at gaylansing.org. 
Suits Salutes

Lansing’s LGBT community lost a 
tremendous ally on January 29th with 
the passing of Philip Henderson. Phil’s 
warm smile, extended embrace, and gentle 
spirit brought comfort and acceptance 
to many in crisis at a time when it was 
most needed. Phil served as pastor for 
17 years at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Lansing. He was instrumental 
in establishing Advent House Ministries 
serving the homeless and others in the 
community. Philip was a member of the 
board of directors of the Lansing Area 
AIDS Network and the Michigan HIV/
AIDS Council. He was one of the founders 
of Mid-Michigan HIV/AIDS Council 
sponsored by various faith communities. 
Phil served as a volunteer chaplain at St. 
Lawrence Hospital and Hospice House.
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LGBT News
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Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

Here it is the day of the deadline for submission to the LAHR Newsletter.  Bill Beachler, without fail gets 
our very own newsletter out every month. He lets the regular contributors know early when the deadline is 
and I usually do get it to him earlier than the last day for the next month’s edition. 

What to say?  It seems in this regular letter I write to you, I have already said so much about what is on my mind, in hopes it is 
what is on yours as well. Today I read about Supreme Court Justice: ol what’s his name, the one of Anita Hill fame? Oh yeah, 
Clarence Thomas.  He has written a “scathing” dissent to a recent Supreme Court’s decision (Feb 9) not to delay same-sex 
marriage in Alabama.  The article in the NYT, written by Adam Liptak, indicates that the Supreme Court hearing the marriage 
case for same sex couples in April and probably ruling in June of this year will be positive for our desired marriage equality.

This is old news of course.  We are all waiting with bated breath, and have great hopes we will be recognized constitutionally 
as worthy of marriage.  Oh yeah, reading further down the article, Justice Thomas, is joined in his dissent by Justice Scalia!  

This morning when I saw Hizzoner Thomas’ picture, I was drawn back to those days of Anita Hill so bravely testifying against 
his appointment to the highest court in the land.  All before her, hearing her testimony, Judging her “honesty” were white 
men.  She was a black woman accusing a black man, in line for one of the highest, most powerful jobs in the land, exposing 
tawdry, unwelcome advances from this same elevated man.  Of course the senators were uncomfortable, of course they had not 
a stinking ounce of their conviction and charge to do the right thing, and instead, did exactly what they were going to do in the 
first place, elevate the man in spite of what the more honorable woman testified to.  

As I write it is of course seemingly ancient history.  And I do not forget?  

Anyway, even though it was so long ago, having Justice Thomas dissenting in an issue such as this of such importance; one 
that touches so closely me, my loved ones and my colleagues,  brings back to mind the initial injustice. 

Back with you in April, Sincerely, 

Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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Spring Chorus Concert
by Peter Morse, 
LanSINGout Artistic 
Director

Reminder - 
LanSINGout Gay 
Men’s Chorus will be 
performing their spring 
concert, Music From 

the Other Side:  Songs Traditionally Sung by 
Women.  

The first half of the concert will feature 
rock and roll, country, pop and Broadway 
and movie musical tunes.  The second half 
is a salute to the women of Rogers and 
Hammerstein.  Audience members will 
enjoy tunes from R&H’s most famous 
musicals including South Pacific, Oklahoma, 
The King and I, Carousel, Flower Drum 
Song, State Fair, Cinderella and The Sound 

of Music.   The concert will be in the style 
of a musical review comprised of solo, 
small ensemble and choral numbers.   Music 
From the Other Side is shaping up to be a 
wonderfully unique and enjoyable concert 
for audiences of all ages and musical 
preferences.

LanSINGout will present Music From the 
Other Side on Saturday, June 6, 2015 at 7:00 
p.m. and Sunday, June 7, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. in 
the Lansing First Presbyterian Church Molly 
Grove Chapel. You may purchase tickets 
and view other concert information on our 
website or on Facebook.  Please “like” our 
Facebook page to keep on top of the new and 
exciting things the men are up to.

For further information, contact the Chorus 
at info@lansingout.org. You can follow the 
Chorus on their web site, www.lansingout.
org or on Facebook at LanSINGout Gay 
Men’s Chorus.

.

Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

Spring is in the air!  
Well...almost in the air.  
While we look forward 
to those blooming 
flowers, spring break 
adventures, outdoors 
festivals, or just a chance 
to finally RELAX, 
a child in foster care 

may have that same hopefulness to do 
those things too!  Did you know that there 
are there are thousands of ways to share 
your love of the outdoors with a child at 
Michigan’s 102 state parks?  With Michigan 
rolling out the “green” carpet to welcome 
everyone to the woods and waters, our local 
parks open a wealth of opportunities for 
children to explore the outdoors, stay active, 
and promote well-being and healthy physical 
development.  Children are naturally drawn 
to active play and combining that with an 
outdoors atmosphere makes for a great way 
to use their whole body to explore.  From 
being pushed on the swing, to going down 
the slide by themselves for the first time, to 
learning about ...An advantage not only for 
children, but the whole family can benefit 
the time in green areas!

Did you know…
 
By the end of 2013, 7,716 children entered 
foster care in Michigan alone?

That’s over 500 children placed in foster 
care every month during 2013.  Fast-forward 
to 2015, and there are approximately 7,764 
children still residing in licensed foster 
care homes (including licensed relatives) 
in Michigan.  If we focus a little closer 
on Ingham County alone, there were 528 
children in foster care (as of September 
2014).  That’s enough children to fill 10 
school buses!  You can make a greater 
difference than you think by spreading the 
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Then & Now
Supreme 
Court to Hear 
Michigan 
Marriage 
Case

by Don Gaudard

After the Supreme Court schedules 
oral argument in the Michigan case of 
DeBoer v. Snyder, each party will submit 
their briefs to the Court.

A brief is a written document, arguing 
why one party should prevail. The 
brief establishes the legal argument, 
explaining why the reviewing court 
should affirm or reverse the lower 
court’s decision based on legal precedent 
and citations to the controlling cases 
or statutory law. In DeBoer, the Court 
certified two questions: (1) Does the 
Fourteenth Amendment require a state 
to license a marriage between two 
people of the same sex? and (2) Does 
the Fourteenth Amendment require a 
state to recognize a marriage between 
two people of the same sex when their 
marriage was lawfully licensed and 
performed out-of-state?

The Fourteenth Amendment provides, 
in part: “ . . . nor shall any State deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due	process	of	law; nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the 

equal	protection of the laws.” In short, 
does the concept of “liberty”encompass 
the right for gays and lesbians to marry?

Oral arguments are conveyed to the 
Court, discussing the legal reasons why 
their side should prevail. In the DeBoer 
case, the Court has allotted 2-1/2 hours 
for oral argument in early April. 

The transcripts of oral arguments are 
posted later the same day at www.
supremecourt.gov and at www.
scotusblog.com. The audio recordings of 
oral arguments are available late Friday 
afternoon. 

Cameras are not allowed in the Court 
chambers; however, an approximation 
can be obtained by watching a marriage-
equality video before the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeal. The link is: 

http://www.c-span.org/video/?296911-1/
perry-v-schwarzenegger-oral-arguments

To maintain its consistency and 
credibility, the Court refers to prior 
Supreme Court decisions as it considers 
new cases. If facts A + B + C led to 
result Z in 1980, then in 2015 facts A 
+ B + C should also lead to the same 
result Z unless there has been doctrinal 
changes in the law in the intervening 
years. The Court is very reluctant to 
reverse the precedents it has established. 
The Court will, however, reverse a 
prior Supreme Court decision when it 
sees no alternative but to reject a “bad” 
or outdated decision. This is what 
happened in the Bowers	v.	Hardwick	

1986 sodomy case which upheld 
state sodomy statues throughout the 
United States and which was overruled 
17 years later by the Lawrence	v.	
Texassodomy repeal case. 

After oral arguments for the week, the 
Justices engage in discussion of each 
case at their Friday conference. The 
Chief Justice calls the first case and 
gives his opinion on the legal issues 
and how he would vote. Then the next 
most senior Justice gives her views. The 
discussion follows around the table until 
the most junior Justice has given her 
views and her vote. 

After the vote, the most senior justice 
on the majority side chooses a Justice to 
write the opinion; the assigned Justice 
then selects one of his or her clerks to 
draft the opinion. While justices are 
responsible for the substance of their 
opinions, their clerks usually do the 
majority of the writing. 

After the responsible Justice approves 
the draft opinion, it is sent to the 
other Justices. The other Justices 
will then offer the authoring Justice 
recommendations or objections to the 
opinion, and there may be one or more 
rounds of revisions to resolve these 
disputes and to improve the quality of 
the writing.

Within a few days after the opinion is 
read from the bench, the Court provides 
a “slip opinion”. These slip opinions 
are posted on the Court’s Website and 
remain posted until the opinions for 

the entire Term are 
published in the United 
States Reports – the only 
“official” decision. 

Daylight Savings begins 
March 8 at 2:00am
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Breakfast 
Club
by Bill Beachler, Host

LAHR’s  monthly 
breakfast club 
gets together on 

the 4th Saturday each month.  The 
March  breakfast will be on Saturday,  
March 28th.  The Breakfast Club is an 
excellent opportunity for the LGBT 
community and our families and friends 
to get together, enjoy good food, 
meet new friends, and discuss current 
issues and events without having any 
responsibilities.

The Breakfast Club usually meets at 
the Frandor Flap Jack at 10:00 a.m.  
Over the years we have met at several 
local restaurants and if anyone has 
a suggestion, please let me know.  
Please call Bill at 337-1419 or email 
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net. 

We usually have around 4 to 8 people 
for breakfast which enables a friendly 
conversation.  Everyone is welcome!!

LGBT Dinner 
Group
DINNER AT EL 
BURRITO MEXICANO 

Friday, March 20,  
at 6:30 pm 

by Gary Hicks, Host

The March LGBT dinner will take place at 
El Burrito Mexicano Restaurant on Thomas 
L. Parkway, behind Tuffy Muffler on West 
Saginaw, in Lansing on Friday, March 20, 
at 6:30 pm.  This restaurant serves authentic 
Mexican fare.

These monthly dinners are usually 
held the third Friday of each month 
at a different restaurant in the greater 
Lansing area, and usually average about 
fifteen diners.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend, either on your own or with 
a friend, family member, partner, or 
spouse.  Students from area colleges are 
also welcome to attend and socialize 
with the area’s more permanent LGBT 
residents.  After dinner, some diners may 
view a movie at a nearby theater.

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to 
your host Gary at hickslaw@gmail.com 
by 3 pm on Friday, March 20 so we can 
request appropriate seating.

Women’s Survey 
Information Needed
 
My name is Michael and I am a PhD 
student at Medical University of South 
Carolina.  I have been involved with 
LGBT advocacy and research for a 
number of years.  I am trying to spread 
the word of a study that I am doing that is 

specific to lesbian and bisexual women. 
The information from this study will 
be used to improve healthcare services 
and programs for lesbian and bisexual 
women, especially related to cervical 
cancer screening services. I was hoping 
you could spread the word of my study to 
the members in your group. The website 
is: www.CrushCervicalCancer.com .  I 
am seeking for women to do a quick 
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Value 
Diversity 
& Show 
Compassion
by Stanley Jenkins, 
Presbyterian Church

The recent images of police officers turning 
their back on the Mayor of New York 
City while he spoke at the funerals of two 
murdered officers broke my heart.  Before 
coming to Lansing, I served a church in 
Queens for fifteen years. During my time in 
the city I had many opportunities to interact 
with members of the NYPD.  In almost 
every instance I found the police officers to 
be professional, courteous public servants.

Beyond this, many retired officers 
find second careers driving hearses for 
neighborhood funeral homes. Riding along 
with the retired officers to the cemetery, over 
the years I had ample opportunities to get 
to know them as people, as family men or 
women. We talked about our children, we 
discussed local politics. I heard of their pride 
on the job and also the relief that they had 

made it through their twenty years to reach 
retirement. Occasionally, the officers would 
open up to me and speak of their fears, the 
regrets they had and the toll the job had 
taken on them and their families.

These experiences always stood in stark 
contrast to the stories I would hear from 
black Pastors in predominately African-
American, Caribbean or African immigrant 
communities. These experiences stood in 
stark contrast to reports in the news of police 
aggression, stop and frisk, racial profiling—
brutality. 

Clearly, the fact that I am a straight, 
white man, had something to do with this 
difference in experience. But this difference 
in experience can’t be entirely reduced to 
race. From a distance it was clear to me that 
the culture of the NYPD is authoritarian. 
Many of the officers are Roman Catholic 
and as clergy they treated me as someone in 
authority—someone like them—almost one 
of them. We were on the same side.

The images of officers turning their back 
on the Mayor really brought this home. 
For many officers, the city is experienced 
as a kind of war zone. There is very much 

a sense of “us against them”. The Mayor 
apparently, for some officers, has become 
one of “them.”

My neighborhood in the city was, according 
to National Geographic, the most diverse zip 
code in the nation. There was no one racial-
ethnic majority. We were all minorities—we 
were all “them”—which opened the door 
to all kinds of interesting relationships—all 
kinds of combinations of “us.”

I believe this also contributed to the 
difference in experience. The NYPD in my 
neighborhood was regarded as people to 
call when help was needed. There wasn’t a 
strong sense that police officers were to be 
feared. For the most part they behaved as if 
we were all in it together. (I’m not saying 
that everyone in my neighborhood would 
say the same….but I do think compared 
to other neighborhoods in the city, the 
experience of the police was not so fraught.)

The conclusion I’ve drawn from my 
experience in the city is the clear value of 
diversity. Diversity in our communities, 
diversity on the police force, diversity in our 
way of seeing the world.
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(Continued from page 3)
Foster Dreams

word through posting a flyer or brochure, offering a few hours 
of your time each month to mentor a youth in foster care, or 
inviting a local foster care agency to present to your faith-based 
congregation, civic group, or other association to raise awareness.

Did you know…
Ingham County DHS is hosting its next Orientation on Tuesday, 
March 10th from 9am – 12pm and again on Thursday, March 
26th from 5pm – 8pm at the Ingham County Human Services 
Building (Door 3) located at 5303 S Cedar Street, Lansing, 
Michigan 48911

Can’t make either of these times? We can schedule an orientation 
AT YOUR HOME! Just call Christina Redmond, Licensing 
Specialist, at 517-775-2693 to schedule a convenient time and see 
how you can create turning points in the life of a foster child. J  

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, Christina Redmond, 
Licensing Specialist

Recently, our church, First Presbyterian of Lansing, convened a 
meeting with community leaders and activists to see how we might 
best help build bridges between the police force here in Lansing 
and the community. Attending the town hall meeting at Union 
Missionary Baptist, I was struck not so much by the anger in the 
African-American community—but by the sense of hurt, the hurt 
that comes with feeling as if you were trapped in an “us against 
them” mentality. 

What gets lost in this mentality is our common humanity. Fears 
we share become projected onto one another. Differences become 
allegiances and hostility toward the “other” becomes legitimized, 
authorized—institutionalized.

There is a better way.  Let me close with a quote from Karen 
Armstrong:

“Compassion….asks us to look into our own hearts, discover what 
gives us pain, and then refuse, under any circumstance whatsoever, 
to inflict that pain on anybody else.”

(Continued from page 6)
Value Diversity
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Sandi	On	an	historic	day	on	March	
22,	2014	there	were	323	same-

sex	couples	who	were	married	in	
Michigan	and	Ingham	County	
Clerk	Barb	Byrum	married	30	
couples	here	in	Ingham	County,	
one	of	4	Michigan	counties.		These	
marriages	were	recently	declared	
legal	by	the	courts	and	Michigan’s	
Governor	and	Attorney	General	
have	given	up	their	fight	to	

overturn	them.		LAHR	made	an	
effort	to	include	as	many	of	these	
historic	marriages	in	the	newsletter	

as	possible.		

Unfortunately,	only	the	following	
March	22	anniversaries	were	

reported;

Elaine	Thomason	&	Jody	Valley	
Together	for	26	years

Duane	Mooney	&	Gregory	Serrano	
Together	for	over	14	years

Another	anniversary	is:

Patrick	&	Michael	Krause	
Celebrating	19	years	together	on	

March	9,	2015

LAHR Interns Respond
Bill Beachler, Publisher

LAHR has benefited from having several student interns work on several projects recently.  
The following testimonials were provided by a couple of LAHR’s interns to MSU:

“I was presented with a research project to survey Lansing senior facilities on their affirming 
environments towards their possible LGBT residents. The project I worked on was very 
interesting since the topic of Senior LGBT’s is unsaturated and is a semi new field of research. 
The best aspects were that I was not only gaining information about the treatment of the senior 
LGBT community, but I was also providing information to these facility directors about the 
LGBT community. So in a sense I was helping the community of Lansing while also gaining 
research experience.”

“During my internship I took part in all the board meetings of the organization. I was able to 
voice my opinion during board meetings and my comments were taken seriously, respected, 
and praised. During the course of my semester interning I was elected to serve on the board 
and will continue to serve on the board until I move out of the Lansing area. I wrote several 
articles for our newsletter. I worked directly under another board member (also a previous 
intern!) as her assistant for our Grant Committee. This involved contacting organizations 
to advertise our grant program, reading through grant proposals, contacting organizations, 
etc. I also went to the Equal Pay Day Lobby Training and Event at the Capitol on April 17 as 
LAHR’s representative. I took video and interviewed several people at this event and the video 
I created served as my internship project. It is now embedded on the LAHR website and is on 
youtube. I really enjoyed the projects I worked on because I felt like I was really a part of the 
organization and like I was making a difference. It also opened my eyes to the different ways 
the LGBT community is organized and to the different ways I can ultimately be involved in the 
community in the future. I really like that I can now serve as a member of the board.”

survey and/or participate in a brief 15 
minute phone interview. Women will 
be paid for their time. I am emailing 
groups on Meetup because I am trying to 

target lesbian and bisexual women in the 
community (not just women at LGBT 
community centers, Pride events, etc.). 

Michael Johnson  
email: johnsmj@musc.edu  
cell: 702-301-1874

(Continued from page 5)
Survey
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Inventing the Enemy
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is a perversion”, “Gender Identity 
is a myth”

•	 Social	Structuring, or, defining 
and reinforcing who is and is not 
a member of the in-group.

“This is a Christian Nation”, 
“They’re not Republicans, 
they’re RINOs” (Republicans-
In-Name-Only), “Boy Scouts 
believe in God and are morally 
straight, and therefore cannot 
allow homosexuals to join”

•	 Offer	large	goals. 

“We’re protecting the Family”, 
“We’re protecting Marriage”, “We’re 
protecting women and children from 
Predators”, “We must bring America 
back to the greatness we used to 
have”

•	 Present	rules	to	be	followed. 
Who makes the rules? Who gets 
to benefit from these rules? How 

do rules ensure that powerful in-
groups stay in power?

“ To prevent voter fraud, we 
must…”, “Only heterosexual 
couples can provide the best 
home for children”, “We will only 
change birth certificates after sex-
change surgery”

•	 Encourage	blind	obedience	to	
Authority.

“It’s perfectly obvious that…”, 
“It’s common sense that…”

By recognizing these and other 
patterns of de-humanization, and 
with practice, we can interrupt and 
break these patterns in our personal 
interactions. How to re-humanize 
ourselves?

1.	 Don’t	continue	to	engage	with	
zealots; they cannot be reasoned 
with. Focus on those who are 
‘undecided’, ‘uncertain’, and 
potentially persuadable.

2.	 Social	modeling. No doubt 
about it, for those of us who 
can, being ‘out’ has helped 

enormously. For those of us who can’t, 
identify community heroes who have stood 
against authority and bullying.

3.	 Think	creatively	about	how	to	find	a	
common	bond.	Life is not all about politics. 
By connecting through other social and hobby 
groups and sharing non-political activities, 
others can see us in more normalized 
contexts. Build friendships with those with 
whom may have different world views.

4. Challenge claims to moral and political 
authority. Extraordinary	claims	demand	
extraordinary	evidence.	It’s especially 
important to understand that the	person	
making	the	outlandish	claim	has	the	
responsibility	to	provide	evidence.	Most 
people cannot back the claims they make 
with evidence, and quiet-down quickly when 
challenged this way.

By realizing that in-groups create their enemies 
by picking on people they fear and don’t like, 
and learning to identify the process and triggers 
of our dehumanization, that then we are able to 
successfully counter it, and in so doing, make 
anew our own humanity. 

 #InventingEnemies 
#ExtraordinaryClaimsDemandExtraordinaryEvidence 
#ThrowingShadows 
#Another-ing 
#Re-HumanizeThis 
#Yawn

(Continued from page 1)
Suits

During the late 80’s and early 90’s, Phil led many 
beautiful celebrations of lives others refused to 
honor. The celebration of Phil’s life on February 
3 served as an opportunity to pay tribute to this 
powerful leader for social justice and nurturer of 
damaged spirits.
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SUNDAY
•	 First Congregational United Church of Christ (aka First Congregational 

UCC) - Open & Affirming. Worship at 10:30am on Sundays. 210 W. Saginaw 
Hwy Grand Ledge.   fcgl.org • grandledgeucc@aol.com • 517.627.2336. 

•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 
congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit	LAHR	Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join	LAHR	Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes,	I	would	like	to	join	LAHR	to	support	its	activities	
by	enclosing	my	contribution	of:

 $15.00 Limited	income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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