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LanSINGout Gay Men’s 
Chorus Presents Its 2015 
Spring Concert

by Peter Morse, 
LanSINGout Artistic 
Director

LanSINGout Gay 
Men’s Chorus invites 
you to enjoy its spring 
concert, Music From 

the Other Side:  Songs Traditionally Sung 
by Women. It has been my joy to choose a 
wonderful variety of choral and solo music 
that perhaps no man has ever sung in concert 
before.  

The first half of the concert will feature 
rock and roll, country, pop and Broadway 
and movie musical tunes.  The second 
half is a salute to the women of Rogers 
and Hammerstein.  Audience members 
will enjoy tunes from R&H’s most 
famous musicals including South Pacific, 

Oklahoma, The King and I, Carousel, 
Flower Drum Song, State Fair, Cinderella 
and The Sound of Music.   The concert 
will be in the style of a musical review 
comprised of solo, small ensemble and 
choral numbers.

Once again, LanSINGout is thrilled to 
welcome back David Wiseman at the 
keyboard.  David brings a high level of 
musical expertise, and we’re fortunate to 
enjoy his talents.  We’ll add a trio of guitar, 
bass and drums offering concertgoers a 
fantastic musical experience.  

LanSINGout will present Music From the 
Other Sideon Saturday, June 6, 2015 at 7:00 
p.m. and Sunday, June 7, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. 
in the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing 
Molly Grove Chapel. You may purchase 
tickets and view other concert information 
on our websiteor on Facebook.  Please “like” 
our Facebook page to keep on top of the new 
and exciting things the men are up to.

In July, 2016, LanSINGout will participate 
in the GALA Festival in Denver, Colorado.  

GALA Choruses is composed of 8,000 
singers from 180 choruses throughout the 
United States, Mexico and Canada.  To 
help raise funds for our members to attend, 
LanSINGout is sponsoring a raffle (with 
cash prizes) and will hold many other 
fundraising events.  We hope you’ll support 
us a little extra as we prepare for this 
fantastic event.

If you have a male sounding voice 
and enjoy performing in a male 
chorus, LanSINGout may be for you.  
LanSINGout will hold prospective 
member auditions next August, at the start 
of the Winter, 2015 concert season. For 
further information keep your eyes on 
Facebook or our website.

The Chorus rehearses each Tuesday 
evening at the Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church Molly Grove Chapel.  For 
further information, contact the Chorus 
at info@lansingout.org. You can follow 
the Chorus on their web site, www.
lansingout.org or on Facebook at 
LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus.

Frank Bigger 
Euchre 
Charity Event
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The 18th Annual Frank Bigger Euchre 
Tournament / Potluck / Charity Event was 
held at the Esquire Club on Saturday, May 2, 
2015 (see picture).  This annual event is held 
in memory of Frank Bigger (see picture), 
who as manager of Joe Covello’s, JB’s, and 
the Esquire Club, always believed in the 
importance of supporting charities, including 
the LGBT community.  Many people in 
the Greater Lansing Area have many fond 
memories of Frank and can picture walking 
into one of the above bars and seeing Frank 
playing his favorite game of euchre.

The recent event held at the Esquire Club 
was another big success.  The food was 
great as always, the euchre tournament was 
exciting, and the fundraising was successful.  
For several weeks prior to the event, the 

Tuesday night euchre group collected 25 
cents per person per “set,” which went into 
the charity collection.  It is much easier 
getting set, when you know the money is 
going to a good cause.

This year a total of 
$500 was given to the 
following charities:   
Michigan Wounded 
and Returning Warrior 
Program $150, The 
Human Society 
$150, Food Bank 
$150 and Gateway 
Community Services 
$50.  LAHR in the 

past has given Gateway 
Community Services a grant for their 
LGBT Youth program.  Over the past 
eighteen years the event has raised 
approximately $6,290 and the following 
charities, including the above, have 
benefited:  MSU Pride Scholarship 
Fund, the Lansing Area AIDS Network, 
Michigan Pride, American Cancer 
Society, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, 
Children’s AIDS Network, Heart 

Association, Teen Challenge, Ele’s 
Place, Loaves and Fishes, U of M 
Transplant Center, Food Movers, 
Sparrow Hospice, the American Red 
Cross, Greater Lansing Food Bank, 
Lansing Meals on Wheels, Westside 
Community YMCA, Alzheimer’s 
Association, VOA-Lansing Volunteers 
of America, LCC Betsy Lou Robson 
Scholarship Fund, Capital Area Humane 
Society, South Side Community 
Coalition and the Diabetes Foundation. 
Frank would be proud of this tradition!!

The large crowd in attendance at the 18th  
Annual Frank Bigger Euchre Tournament,  

Potluck and Charity Event

Frank Bigger
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader!

Whew, I have just returned from a jammed packed week at a LeaderShape training.  An overarching lesson, 
of the week was community, and leadership as not a position but as a community.  Every one of us are 
leaders, and we all of us are together as members of LAHR, and even other organizations toward the good 
of our city, county, country, world.  All of us together can create the vision to which we aspire.  

What might be your Vision for our community?  If it is marriage, congratulations, I am betting on us 
having it, at least on paper, quite soon.  Although in my experience of the progress of the Civil Rights Act, 

it has not brought equality to us in terms of race, and all the other isms protection from violence, inequality, and access to the 
upper rungs of society.  We certainly have moved forward since the passage of the Civil Rights act and….

Our community has some ways to go.  How will we take the steps to achieve the equality we seek?  I’m thinking, perhaps it 
is in collaboration, in connections, in reaching out to other communities also seeking equality.  There are a multitude of ways 
to being a leader in a community, and it may not be in the manner of providing leadership as a board member; it is certainly 
maintaining and inviting others to be members of LAHR; to be in support of LAHR as the go-to organization for LGBTQ 
advocacy and the voice of our community.  You are a leader as a member.  And don’t you forget it…  

You are a leader in speaking out against the oppression based on sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and also 
speaking out against the oppression of any one based on race, ethnicity, physical and or mental disability, gender, etc.  

You are a leader as a student of oppression, service to all, equality, the law, science, medicine, the environment, and an endless 
list of connected fields.  You are a leader, by being in the front row of your life, and reaching a bit forward from your seat there.

Thanks for reading this, exploring yourself as a leader, and being a leader in the LAHR and broader community.

Sincerely, 

Penny

Letter from the Prez

Michigan Civil Rights 
Action
by Jon Hoadley, Kalamazoo State 
Representative
  
Since 1977 the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights 
Act has protected Michigan residents from 
discrimination in the workplace. Today, 
my Senate colleague Rebekah Warren and 
I introduced legislation to amend the Act 
to include sexual orientation and gender 
identity and expression.

We’re fighting for this legislation 
because discrimination is wrong 
for Michigan. We also know 
that Michigan can’t afford to be 
unwelcoming to businesses and 
workers in these tough economic 
times. Michigan should be a 
destination for talented and innovative 
workers, regardless of their race, 
religion, sexual orientation, or gender 
identity.  Discrimination is bad for 
our citizens, our communities, and our 
economy.

And above all else: treating all people 
fairly and equally is the right thing to do.

22 states have already passed non-
discrimination laws.
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

Did you know…

by Christina 
Redmond

The Michigan Young 
Adult Voluntary Foster 

Care Act offers 18, 19, and 20 year olds 
who were in state supervised foster care 
at the age of 18 or older the option of 
living in a licensed foster family home, 
a child care institution, or an approved 
setting where the individual is living 
independently, until age 21.  

Because these services are provided 
without court jurisdiction, the Young 
Adult Voluntary Foster Care Program 
(YAVFC) is considered voluntary.  Youth 
have the option of being eligible through 
either extending their open foster care 
case (if they are at least 18, but less than 
21 years old), or entering YAVFC after 
the youth has already exited foster care 
(after reaching 18 years old, but less than 
21).  YAVFC eligibility requires one of 
the following parameters: that youth to 
be actively completing high school or a 
program leading to a general equivalency 
diploma (GED); enrolled at least part-
time in a college, university, vocational 
program, or trade school; employed in 
at least part-time work or a program that 
promotes employment (i.e. Job Corps, 
Michigan Works!) participating at least 
80 hours per month; or incapable of the 
educational or employment activities 
previously mentioned due to a documented 
medical condition.  

Did you know… 

Ingham County DHHS has approximately 
17 youth in YAVFC.

Roughly 800 Michigan youth age out of 
the foster care system each year.  Many 
of them lose the only adult support 
they have ever had.  The Young Adult 
Voluntary Foster Care Program features 
extended benefits including training in 
independent living skills, bus passes, 
medical assistance, counseling, and case 
management support.  Through YAVFC, 
youth are able to have the option to 
live independently in an approved 
setting until the age of 21.  The YAVFC 
Program offers youth to receive a 
monthly stipend that helps pay for rent 
and daily living expenses.  Members of 
the community can make a difference 
for a YAVFC youth by enhancing a 
youth’s access to safe, affordable, and 
stable housing options.

Did you know…
 
Ingham County DHHS is hosting its next 
Orientation on Tuesday, June 9th from 
9am – 12pm and again on Thursday, 
June 25th from 5pm – 8pm at the Ingham 
County Human Services Building 
(Door 3) located at 5303 S Cedar Street, 
Lansing, Michigan 48911

Can’t make this time? We can schedule 
an orientation at your home! Just call 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist, 
at 517-775-2693 to schedule a convenient 
time and see how you can make a 
difference in the life of a foster youth, no 
matter what age. J  

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist
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(Continued on page 10)

Carol Wood
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Challenge 
of Aging 
Amplified 
for Gay 
Community 
(Continued from May)

Jen Rini, The News Journal   
March 22, 2015

(Publisher’s Note – I was contacted by 
someone connected to the following story 
and was asked to include it the newsletter.  
I agreed, because the subject of aging has 
been a major issue for LAHR for some 
time.  I am splitting the article into two parts 
and part 2 will be in the June newsletter.  I 
hope you find the following enjoyable and 
informative.)
There’s hope that all nine hospitals in 
Delaware will have that same distinction, 
says TariHanneman, associate director of 
HRC’s health and aging program.
That openness is needed to foster trust within 
the LGBTQ population so health issues don’t 
get swept under the rug. Discrimination is 
“off the charts” for transgender individuals in 
particular, she said.
“If you are not accessing care you are going 
to have disparities in care,” Hanneman said.
Recent research has found that there are 
specific LGBTQ health issues. According 
to a report from the U.S. Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration, 
lesbians are less likely to visit the doctor for 
routine screenings such as mammograms 
and Pap smears and have increased risk of 
smoking, which contributes to a higher risk 
for developing breast cancer than straight 
women.
Transgender people, for example, are also 
more likely to be victims of sexual assault 
and violence, although those crimes are 
underreported in that populations.
The human papillomavirus (HPV), a 
common sexually transmitted infection 
that can cause cervical cancer and anal and 
genital warts, is often downplayed as an 
unsightly inconvenience, the report said. 
Gay and bisexual men are estimated to be 
17 times more likely to develop anal cancer 
than heterosexual men from the virus.
In order to address those issues, it could take 
some bluntness on the part of a doctor to ask 
– are you gay?
Though at first awkward, Janet Idema, 61, 
is thankful her partner, Pat’s, radiology 
oncologist asked the pair that question when 

she was getting treatment.Pat, now 67, had 
been diagnosed with cancer of the throat and 
tonsils, an HPV-related cancer, something 
the oncologist said was a growing problem 
in the lesbian community, Idema said.
“He was actually addressing a hidden issue. 
I am a nurse and I had no idea,” she said. “I 
was very grateful for that.”
Idema understands that some may be 
uncomfortable with that question, but she 
doesn’t find it offensive so long as the doctor 
has something to offer her.
“The reveal of sexuality should be for 
disease specific issues,” she said.
“I think as a community we have to demand 
more specific care. How does this affect the 
lesbian community. That’s how we made a 
difference with HIV. We were out there and 
we were demanding that care and money 
and research.”
She and Pat have been together for the better 
part of 23 years, “minus three, plus one,” 
Idema joked. While they have not faced 
discrimination in Rehoboth Beach where 
they live, Idema says the community lacks 
social support groups for LGBTQ health 
related issues.
There are sports teams and other recreational 
activities, but nothing to help walk people 
through navigating 
the long-term care 
network or how to 
come out to your 
doctor.
“Nursing homes 
are not gay friendly 
places in the sense 
they are not set 
up that way,” she 
said. “I would love 
to have a nursing 
home that catered 
to the LGBT 
community because 
I think a lot of 

people are uncomfortable.”
If people are uncomfortable, Harland is not 
hearing it.
After retiring from a life of activism and 
teaching in New York, she moved to Newark 
six years ago and found herself in an 
unexpected position.
“It took me two years to find anyone who 
was gay in this town,” she said.
Carla Grygiel, director of the Newark Senior 
Center Harland frequents, said that many 
LGBTQ seniors are reluctant to seek out 
and take advantage of community resources 
despite the fact that the center is open to all.
“People engage in activities here and it 
doesn’t matter what their sexuality is,” 
she said. “We are happy to have people 
participate and we are happy to provide 
them an opportunity to socialize with other 
people.”
There are a lot of resources to help, but 
people just have to make the first step, she 
said.
Grygiel said the center offered specific 
LGBTQ programming related to legal 
issues like estate planning and health care a 
couple years ago. Though there were limited 
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(Continued on page 8)

40 Days of Sabbatical Journey through 
Korea and celebrating my mother’s life!
By Pastor Timothy 

(Jesus said to his disciples), “Let us go across to the other side.” 
… A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 

already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke 
him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” He woke up 
and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased…

(NRSV, Mark 4:35-39)

Before I left for Korea in 2013 during 
my Sabbatical Year, I sketched a Crucifix 
Composition with the two side panels 
including the images of two open arms – my 
wife Jennifer’s hand on one the right panel 
and mine on the left. The center panel was 
left empty with the intention of portraying 
an appropriate image from my family’s 
pilgrimage experience in Korea. However, 
when I returned home from Korea, I was 
struck with unexpected grief that prevented 
me from painting for many months. No 
images we brought back from Korea seemed 
appropriate. 

It wasn’t until six months after my mother’s 
funeral that I began painting again.  I placed 
my mother’s old picture in the center panel. 
The small B&W picture was taken when my 
mother was pregnant with me. My mother 
sits on the ledge outside the room where I was 
given birth and raised as a young child. I have 
no memory of this image of my mother. Yet, 
I had an opportunity to refresh my connection 
with the photo when my family visited my 
old home with the same ledge and the room 
still attached together as it was in the picture. 

My daughter, Erin, duplicated the pose 
of my mother’s hands in order for me to 

add the details unavailable in the photo. 
Then the colorful landscape of Korea 
was interwoven with the Life Giving 
Spirit blowing across the three panels 
lifting up our hopeful prayers. Tim’s 
B-boy freeze move on the left panel was 
one of the last images to be added in the 
painting.

This painting represents my family’s 
cultural and geographical crossover to my 
motherland and the beautiful crossover of 
the chasm of my mother’s life to death. 
The family of faith crossing over to the 
other side in Christ is an adventure I will 
cherish forever! 

God is Good, All 
the Time!  

The painting 
will be installed 
in the North 
Westminster 
Presbyterian 
Church Parlor 
trough out the 
summer and fall 
seasons.

“The Crossing Over” 
Oil & Charcoal on Canvas, A Triptych, 4’ x 5’ each 

Pastor Timothy Chon, Presbyterian

Then & Now
On Children

by Don Gaudard

The 6th Circuit ruling 
says that limiting 
unions to being only 
between a man and a 

woman is a view shared “not long ago by 
every society in the world, shared by most, 
if not all, of our ancestors, and shared 
still today by a significant number of the 
States.”

People may not need the government’s 
encouragement to have sex or “propagate 
the species, but they may need 
encouragement to create and maintain 
stable relationships within which children 
may flourish.”

“Imagine a society without marriage. It 
does not take long to envision problems 
that might result from an ab-sence of rules 
about how to handle the natural effects of 
male-female intercourse: children. May 
men and wom-en follow their procreative 
urges wherever they take them? Who is 
responsible for the children that result?”

The judges acknowledge that gay and 
lesbian couples are equally capable of 
being in loving, committed rela-tionships 
and effectively raising children. But those 
facts don’t mean states must suddenly 
believe gay marriage bans violate the 
constitution, the opinion says.

The San Francisco-based 9th Circuit 
said the proposition that children suffer 
in same-sex households “reflects a crass 
and callous view of parental love and 
the parental bond that is not worthy of 
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(Continued on page 7)

Marriage Rally
by Dawn Smith, 
LAHR Board

Last night, I went to the 
capitol steps to rally at a 
candle light vigil for the 

Supreme Court hearing oral arguments in 
defense of same sex marriages for the state 
of Michigan.  If you haven’t been paying 
attention to gay news, this is a really big 
thing.  A brief summary:  gay marriage was 
legalized for a very brief period.  During that 
time, 300+ same sex couples were married in 
Michigan.  This brief period of equality was 
quickly overturned and same sex marriage 
was once again illegal.  A Michigan couple 
filed a petition for it to be heard by the 
Supreme Court.  The Supreme Court agreed 
to hear the case and rule on two points: 1) 
should the federal government rule that States 
must allow same sex marriages, 2) if a same 
sex couple is married in a “legal” state, is 
their home state, in which it is illegal for same 
sex marriage, obligated to recognize their 
marriage. 

While at the capital, my fiancé and I were 
interviewed by channel 6, channel 10, Detroit 
Free Press, City Pulse, and Lansing State 
Journal.  Most of the questions were the 
same and I will share with you a few of the 
questions and our responses.  

What does tomorrow mean to you? (the 
Supreme Court is hearing oral arguments)?

When I heard this question, all I could think 
was “it’s about time”.  This means that finally, 
the higher court will listen and consider the 
arguments that same sex couples are being 
treated like second class citizens.  Opposite 
sex couples (not all, but a lot) do not consider 
this when they say they want to support 

“traditional 
marriage”.  
What exactly 
does traditional 
marriage 
mean?  
Traditional 
marriage 
is a joining 
between a man 
and a woman. 
If you do not 
subscribe to 

that traditional 
belief, it’s okay 

to treat someone that makes different partner 
choices than you to be treated as a second 

class citizen.  And while, this particular 
audience understands the ramifications of that 
limitation, I do not think that heterosexual 
people understand that it is demeaning to 
not be able to marry the person you love 
because it offends someone else that views 
commitment differently.  It doesn’t feel fair 
or even understandable that heterosexuals 
can marry but same sex couples can have a 
commitment ceremony.  Why do my straight 
friends get to file joint taxes but I have to 
finagle and figure out who gets to claim what 
so we can get a better return.  Why is it okay 
for het couples to be able to get financing 
because they are married but a lesbian couple 
cannot get financing to buy their home?  And 
if heaven forbid, one of us gets a chronic 
illness, will anyone listen to me regarding 
medical decisions because, in the eyes of the 
law, I am “just a friend”.  Our relationship 
gets reduced to a 
friendship not a life 
partnership.  And 
that feels like being a 
second class citizen. 

After being on the 
front page of the LSJ, 
I was confronted with 
the fact that I was 
not completely out 
at work and to some 
of my kids’ families.  
While this is a little 
surprising,  since I 
am on the board of 
LAHR and I run a 
lesbian social group, 
you would think 
that I am OUT and 
PROUD.  There are 
some people (doctors, 
peers, etc.) at work 
that I have not come 
out to.  So when I 
kissed my fiancé 
very publicly and had 
that kiss displayed 
on the front page of 
the local newspaper, 
I heard about it.  
My coworkers 
were extremely 
supportive.  My 
family members were 
mostly supportive.  
My brothers and 
parents are not very 
supportive but my 
children are very 
supportive.  My 
nieces contacted me 

to tell me 
that I am 
the bravest 
woman 
they know. 

  I had 
to really 
think about 
that.  Am 
I brave? 
Am I more 
courageous 
than other 
women that love women? I don’t believe 
that I am braver than other people.  I know 
that I want to be me, and  every single 
day, I kiss my fiancé, who happens to be a 
woman.  Every day, I am not shy, I kiss her, 

Dawn and her partner  
at the rally

Dawn and her partner at the rally
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Suits And The City
 
by Jeff Wood

Suits And The City, as shown in the 
newsletter Calendar of Events, meets the first 
Wednesday of the month from 5:30 to 7:30.  
The location changes each month.  Check out 
the website at www.suitsandthecity.com.

The next event of Suits next will be held 
on June 3rd at Troppo.  This gathering is 
sponsored by Bohnet.

whether that is sitting in restaurant or sitting 
on the couch at home.  So is it brave to be 
me regardless of the audience? Yes it is!!! 
Because what I forget is that I associate with 
a lot of gay and lesbian people so what I do is 
normal for us because we are normal people 
that show affection.  But to mainstream 
America, it is rare to see two women peck 
a kiss.  Many times, heterosexual public 
does not think of same sex couples as 
normal or common place.  They are an 
oddity, something to gawk at, people that 
are flamboyantly displayed during prides 
as something outlandish.  So, yes, it was 
brave for Monica and I to kiss each other, in 
public, in front of cameras, taking the risk 
that someone will not like it.  Someone who 
knows us will see us kissing and might treat 
us differently. 

I want to be able to kiss my fiancé in public 
and not have everyone think that it is bold 
and brave.  Heterosexuals kiss each other 
publicly and it is not brave.  We are just a 
normal, affectionate couple.  When I went in 
to work the next day, several of the doctors 
said something to me about me being a 
celebrity.  One doctor, in particular, made a 
huge impression.  This is a 70 year old Jewish 
man.  In my mind, he might be one that 

might not be as tolerant of same sex couples.  
However, this is what he said, “you didn’t tell 
me”.  I replied, “well, I was cautious about 
who I came out to at work…”, he looked 
very annoyed and said, “I don’t care about 
that, I meant you never told me you were 
ENGAGED”.   And that’s exactly how it 
should be.  There shouldn’t be excitement 
due to us being on the front page of the paper 
kissing, the excitement should be that there is 
a couple that is newly engaged, not whether 
they are same sex or opposite sex. Father’s Day is June 21

Some of those participating in the  
Michigan Marriage Rally
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response. We reject it out of hand.”

The Denver-based 10th Circuit scoffed 
at the attempts by Utah and other states 
to use procreation as a justifica-tion for 
gay marriage bans. In a majority opinion 
written by Judge Carlos Lucero, the 
court pointed out that adoptive parents 
and opposite-sex couples who rely on 
assistance to get pregnant aren’t denied the 
right to mar-ry. They said they don’t buy 
the contention that same-sex couples are 
inferior parents.

On Polygamy

The 6th Circuit ruling suggests making 
gay marriage legal could open the door for 
others such as polygamists to claim their 
unions also constitute legal marriage.

“There is no reason to think that three 
or four adults, whether gay, bisexual, or 
straight, lack the capacity to share love, 
affection, and commitment, or for that 
matter lack the capacity to be capable (and 
more plentiful) parents to boot.  If it is 

constitutionally irrational to stand by the 
man-woman definition of marriage, it must 
be constitutionally irrational to stand by 
the monogamous definition of marriage.”

The 10th Circuit rejected the “slippery 
slope” argument that contends legalizing 
gay marriage would lead to ac-ceptance 
for polygamy. “Unlike polygamous or 
incestuous marriages, the Supreme Court 
has explicitly extended constitutional 
protection to intimate same-sex 
relationships”.

On States’ Rights

States should be able retain authority to 
define marriage as between a man and 
woman to ensure the incentive to stay 
together for their children remains, the 6th 
Circuit opinion says.

“That does not convict the States of 
irrationality, only of awareness of the 
biological reality that couples of the same 
sex do not have children in the same way 
as couples of opposite sexes and that 
couples of the same sex do not run the risk 
of unintended offspring.”

In its June ruling striking down Utah’s gay 
marriage ban, the 10th Circuit dismissed 
as “wholly illogical” the notion that states 
allowing gays to wed could somehow 
undermine traditional marriage. “We may 
not deny them relief based on a mere 
preference that their arguments be settled 
elsewhere.”

On the Supreme Court

The 6th Circuit makes note that the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision to turn away 
appeals from five states seeking to prohibit 
gay and lesbian unions does not end the 
debate on the constitutionality of gay 
marriage bans.  “A decision not to decide 
is a decision not to decide,” 6th Circuit 
Judge Jeffrey Sutton wrote.

Other appeals courts have agreed that the 
high court has not given clear guidance 
on the issue. About the Su-preme Court’s 
ruling in June 2013 that overturned part 
of a federal ban on gay marriage, the 10th 
Circuit wrote: “While Windsor is the only 
Supreme Court case concerning same-
gender marriage, it simply did not decide 
the issue of state prohibitions on same-
gender marriages.”

(Continued from page 5)
Then & Now
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responses, the programs were meaningful.
One woman, for example, lived with her 
partner for 40 years, but because they were 
not married, she was not on the deed to 
the house. When the partner passed, she 
was homeless, Grygiel said, so she sought 
guidance.

“She was left out in the cold. That was her 
house as much it was her partner’s house. 
She was just not on the deed,” she said.

Going forward, it’s critical to understand 
these legal and health issues for the LGBTQ 
aging community, added Delaware’s Health 
Secretary Rita Landgraf.

“We really need to understand. We need 
to respond and support all cultures, all 
varieties of human beings. We need to 
spread that level of knowledge transfer 
and understanding throughout our delivery 
system.”

Landgraf said the healthcare system is not 
there yet, but the policies are shifting as 
families become more diverse. She said she 
still hears horror stories related to ignorance, 
bullying and fear of 
disclosure.

“This population has been 
brutalized for disclosing, 
for maybe looking 
somewhat different from 
the norm,” she said.

“I think the youth of today 
are probably going to get 
better health outcomes as 
they age because we are 
addressing these culture 
competency and access 
issues now.”

Jen Rini can be reached 
at (302) 324-2386 or 
jrini@delawareonline.
com. Follow @JenRini on 
Twitter.

LGBT Dinner Group
June LGBTA Dinner 
at El Ezteco Rooftop 
Patio
Friday, June 19,2015  
at 6:30 pm 

by Gary Hicks, Host

The June Summer Solstice LGBTA dinner will 
return to the rooftop patio at El Azteco Mexican 
Restaurant in downtown East Lansing on Friday 
evening, June 19, at 6:30 pm. This venue has 
proven to be one of the most popular venues for 
our group, as we have dined there in June the 
past few years.
These monthly dinners are usually held the third 
Friday of each month at a different restaurant 
in the greater Lansing area, and usually average 
about 10 to 15 friendly diners. Everyone is 
welcome to attend, either on your own or with 
a friend or family member. Students from area 
colleges are also welcome to attend and socialize 
with the area’s more permanent LGBT residents.
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to your 
host Gary at hickslaw@gmail.com by 3 pm on 
Friday, June 19, so we can request appropriate 
seating

Julie & Joanne Nemecek
June 3rd 
43 years 
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SUNDAY
•	 First Congregational United Church of Christ (aka First Congregational 

UCC) - Open & Affirming. Worship at 10:30am on Sundays. 210 W. Saginaw 
Hwy Grand Ledge.   fcgl.org • grandledgeucc@aol.com • 517.627.2336. 

•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 
congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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