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LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus concert from Music From the Other Side June 6, 2015

Another 
Successful 
Concert
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus performed 
to large audiences June 6 and 7 at their 
spring concert, Music From the Other Side:  
Songs Traditionally Sung by Women.
From the opening number, Everything’s 
Coming Up Roses to my favorite, Patsy, to 
the special band, Other Side Band.  It was 
two great performances.
See the enclosed picture.
In July, 2016, LanSINGout will participate 
in the GALA Festival in Denver, Colorado.  

Part of the record-setting crowd from the 2014 
Homecoming Party / Reception

GALA Choruses is composed of 8,000 
singers from 180 choruses throughout the 
United States, Mexico and Canada.  To 
help raise funds for our members to attend, 
LanSINGout sponsored a raffle and will 
hold many other fundraising events.  
If you have a male sounding voice and enjoy 
performing in a male chorus, LanSINGout 
may be for you.  LanSINGout will hold 
prospective member auditions next August, 
at the start of the Winter, 2015 concert 
season. For further information keep your 
eyes on Facebook or our website.
The Chorus rehearses each Tuesday 
evening at the Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church Molly Grove Chapel.  For further 
information, contact the Chorus at info@
lansingout.org. You can follow the Chorus 
on their web site, www.lansingout.org or 
on Facebook at LanSINGout Gay Men’s 
Chorus.

Lansing Vote
Tuesday August 4, 
2015

by Bill Beachler, 
LAHR PAC

The Lansing Primary Election is Tuesday, 
August 4, 2015.  Everyone in Lansing is 
encouraged to vote!!

LAHR PAC did survey and rate all the 
Lansing candidates who will be on the 
Lansing primary ballot on Aug. 4th.  East 
Lansing and Lansing will be on the ballot on 
Nov. 3, 2015

One race that is important to the LGBT 
community is the Lansing At-Large City 
Council race, which has Michigan Equality 
member Emily Dievendorf on the ballot.  
LAHR also appreciates Carol Wood, who 
advertises in the LAHR newsletter.

Here are the LAHR-PAC candidate ratings:

Lansing City Council At-Large  
(Vote for 2)

Emily Dievendorf- Extremely Positive 
Carol Wood - Very Positive   
Harold Leeman Jr. - Very Positive** 
Patricia Spitzley - Positive 
Mary Ann Prince - Ignored Questionnaire

Lansing City Council Ward 3 (Vote for 1)
 
Adam Hussain - Positive 
Ryan Earl - Positive 
A’Lynne Boles- Mixed

MSU Homecoming 
Excitement
by Bill Beachler, Host
Homecoming is just around the corner.  
With Purdue coming to town and MSU 
again predicted to have another winning 
team, there is more excitement in the air 
in East Lansing, especially after bowl 
victories the past two years.  The MSU 
GLBT Alumni Association is expecting this 
excitement to also be present at our tenth 

annual anniversary MSU Homecoming 
party / reception on Friday October 2, 2015 
following the MSU Homecoming Parade.  
This exciting party will take place from 6:30 
to 9:30 in the spacious Red Cedar Room 
with fireplace at the KelloggCenter.
This fun event will include excellent food 
(do not eat dinner in advance),  a cash bar 
including soda, free coffee, our beautiful 
green, white & purple décor, background 
music, and the opportunity to meet the 2015-
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader!

Guess what I did this morning, on my front porch, with coffee, bagels, cream cheese, and a Lawyer?  
I hired her to do my end of life stuff! How’s that for a pleasant way to take care of might be 
uncomfortable, complicated business?  I am so grateful.  We accomplished so much, and made note of 
the fact that house calls for this type of work, works!  It is personal business with some maybe painful 
and perhaps troubling decisions to be made. How much sense does it make to do it on the client’s 
home turf.  We joked a bit about house calls, and then stopped joking, as we accomplished so much, 

and I was given so much useful information, particularly with the Supreme Court decision looming.  

I am bringing this up just in case any of you have lingered in doing this important work.  As complicated and complex 
it must seem-- goddess knows I have been procrastinating for years—“get ‘er done”!  Let me know if you want a great 
referral to a no nonsense, source of professional help with this important work.

Enough about me, how about you?  Who are you, a loyal reader?  A community member who picked up our publication 
in a public place? I did hear from a couple of lesbians, who I haven’t seen in 15 years, they read this newsletter, and 
appreciate its articles and read the Letter From the Pres.  Thank you J and J.   Now I know who they are, but who are you 
as a reader, as a LAHR member, as a community member, as a politician?  Don’t you want to write a note to LAHR and 
introduce yourself?  Let me know if you are a member, and how it is that LAHR serves you or not? If you are not, might 
you consider joining?  If not yet a member, what would help you to decide to take the step to membership, it is certainly 
affordable, at $20. a year.  Whether you are a member or not we appreciate your interest in LAHR and hope that our 
paths cross in person sometime soon. 

Also, in this newsletter are the LAHR PAC rankings of local candidates based on their responses to the PAC’s extensive 
questionnaire.  Please consider these rankings as you vote in August.  The rankings include candidates for Lansing City 
Council as well as a small assortment of other candidates.  Most assuredly though, do vote!

So with this letter of several themes and topics, I close for now, 

Sincerely, Penny 
Pres, LAHR 

Letter from the Prez
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

Did you know…

by Christina Redmond

With the official 
summer weather 
before us, there are 
so many memories 

to be made!  Enjoying the bloom of 
flowers from the garden, endless hours 
at the pool, amusement park adventures, 
vacations near and far, or even time off 
work to enjoy some well needed rest 
and relaxation.  What plans are in store 
for you?  If you’re looking to create 
memories that will also impact the life 
of a child who can go back to school 
with excitement in the fall and say, 
“guess what I did this summer?!”, then 
consider being a mentor for a youth in 
foster care.

Did you know… 

One of the most critical factors in 
building reliance in a youth is through 
caring relationships

Some young people in foster care 
have described their relationships with 
supportive adults as turning points 
in their lives.  Having experienced 
challenges that place them at risk 
of negative adult outcomes, an 
opportunity for a youth to hear genuine 
encouragement from someone who is 
in their corner, or to be able to problem 
solve a crisis with the support of another 
adult provides pivotal learning lessons 
and help build their sense of belonging 
and concern for others.

Did you know…

Mentor Michigan is available to 

help you find one of the partnered 
250 organizations across the state to 
start your journey of life changing 
experiences with a youth

Michigan’s future depends on its 
youngest citizens.  Because every child 
has a right to have a stable, caring adult 
in their lives, Mentor Michigan has an 
online resource library to help you get 
started.  One hour per week can make all 
the difference in a foster child’s future.  
Still not sure where to start?  Feel free to 
give me a call and we can explore some 
options.

Did you know…

Ingham County DHS is hosting its 
next Orientation on Tuesday, July 
14th from 9am – 12pm and again on 
Thursday, July 23rd from 5pm – 8pm 

at the Ingham County Human Services 
Building (Door 3) located at 5303 S 
Cedar Street, Lansing, Michigan 48911

Can’t make this time? We can schedule 
an orientation at your home! Just 
call Christina Redmond, Licensing 
Specialist, at 517-775-2693 to schedule 
a convenient time and see how you can 
create turning points in the life of a 
foster child. J 

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Activism
by Dawn Smith,  
LAHR Board

What is activism?
 
According to 

dictionary.com, activism is the policy or 
action of using vigorous campaigning to 
bring about political or social change.

By definition, to be an activist must 
involve vigorous campaigning to bring 
about change.  In this day and age, 
it seems that the medium to affect 
change is twitter and Facebook.  But 
how effective are these tools when 
used to create change?  I would like to 
explore and beseech you to understand 
what activism involves and how it is 
important to move beyond retweeting, 
reposting, and signing online petitions.  
To effectively create change, it is crucial 
that there is action in the community, 
in the real world, and not just through 
social media. 

In this day and age, it is so easy to 
stand up for something.  Every day, 
multiple times a day, I get emails to sign 
an online petition.  So if it is a cause 
that I believe in, I sign the petition.  
Or I repost something in defense of 
something, such as sharing a meme 
that shows the idiocy of the arguments 
against same sex marriage.  It’s easy to 
share a post.  It’s easy to retweet.  And 
after I share or retweet that important 
political stand, I feel like I am REALLY 
doing something to promote social 
justice and educate the masses against 
hate and discrimination.    

When an issue goes “viral”, it seems 
that something is GOING TO CHANGE.  
However, it’s not the reposting or the 
retweeting that causes people to change 
policy or for governments to change 
discriminatory practices.  

There is no point in denying that social 
media has changed how political and 
social activism is done. It clearly and 
obviously has. Despite this, social media 
has not, I will argue, “reinvented” the 
fundamental rules of social activism. To 
suggest so is to misunderstand what it 
means to do social activism and to be a 
social activist.

At the core of this apparently irresistible 

narrative is the belief that social and 
political campaigns are a success when 
they achieve massive online traffic and 
“go viral”. The problem here is simple. 
None of the above is true.

An absolutely necessary condition 
for the effectiveness and success of a 
social campaign is building a political 
community of real-life, off-line physical 
human beings committed to a common 
cause.

It bears repeating: it is the communities 
of real people who are the activists. 
They are the ones who confront, 
challenge and sometimes alter the 
very social and political fabric of 
their societies by making long-term 
commitments, making personal 
sacrifices and often putting themselves 
at risk. Twitter and Facebook 
hasn’t reinvented what they do. Rather, 
we must understand that in this age 
of persuasion, social media is one of 
the tools available to social activists. 
But when social media is effectively 
employed in campaigns, it is still the 
activists, revolutionaries, and dissidents 
who deserve the credit for creating 
change and not social media itself.

I bring all this 
to your attention 
because now is 
the time to be an 
activist.  It is not 
enough to sign an 
online petition.  It 
is not enough to 
share a political 
post.  It is not 
enough to retweet.  
Change will not 
happen by sitting 

at a computer and sharing a political post.  
Change will only happen when people 
come together for a cause.  Change will 
happen when it gets uncomfortable for 
the power in control and they have to 
decide to make things different.  Change 
will happen when they see the people that 
current policy is hurting.  Change will 
happen when they see the couples that 
are suffering by being treated like second 
class citizens.  Change will happen when 
enough people come together and with 
one unified voice they demand change, 
they demand equal treatment, they 
demand recognition.  Change is never 
comfortable.  Working towards change is 
not comfortable or easy either but it is the 
only way to change the world.  By joining 
your voice and convincing other people 
to join with you and working actively and 
openly towards a different world.  If you 
are interested in making a change, please 
contact Dawn at dawnms6886@yahoo.
com for ways you can become actively 
involved in changing the world. 

References: http://www.theguardian.
com/commentisfree/2011/mar/07/
facebook-twitter-revolutionaries-cyber-
utopians
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(Continued on page 10)

Then & Now
A Novel Way to 
Get to Heightened 
Scrutiny

by Don Gaudard

In a telling moment 
during the Supreme 

Court arguments over same-sex marriage, 
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. suggested 
that he may have found a way to cast a vote 
in favor of the gay and lesbian couples in the 
cases.

“I’m not sure it’s necessary to get into sexual 
orientation to resolve this case,” he said. “I 
mean, if Sue loves Joe and Tom loves Joe, 
Sue can marry him and Tom can’t. And the 
difference is based upon their different sex. 
Why isn’t that a straightforward question of 
sexual discrimination?”

That theory had gotten only slight attention 
in scores of lawsuits challenging bans on 
same-sex marriage, and it is unlikely to 
serve as the central rationale if a majority 
of the court votes to strike down such bans, 
an opinion likely to be written by Justice 
Anthony M. Kennedy.

But it could allow Chief Justice Roberts to be 
part of a 6-to-3 decision, maintaining some 
control over the court he leads and avoiding 
accusations from gay rights groups that he 
was on the wrong side of history.   This would 
be a clean, formalistic way for the court to 
resolve the case. It could just apply existing 
sex discrimination law, thereby avoiding 
any revision of constitutional standards for 
discrimination based on sexual orientation.

 A basic premise of Chief Justice Roberts’s 
question was that the issue before the court 
is not “gay marriage.” Same-sex marriage 
bans, after all, do not prohibit gay people 
from getting married. A gay man, for 
instance, is free to marry a lesbian in all 50 
states. What same-sex marriage bans do is 
bar people of the same sex, gay or straight, 
from getting married.

If Justice Kennedy writes the majority 
opinion establishing a nationwide right to 
same-sex marriage, he will probably rely 
on different constitutional principles, ones 
grounded in sexual orientation rather than 
gender. But the sex-discrimination rationale 
has intrigued him in the past.

However, should Justice Kennedy adopt 
this sex-discrimination rationale, it would 

have a powerful effect because there is no 
question that laws that draw distinctions 
based on gender are subject to heightened 
judicial scrutiny before they are held to be 
constitutional.  THIS WOULD BECOME 
THE STANDARD OF REVIEW FOR ALL 
FUTURE LGBT CASES.

He raised the point in 2013 when the 
court last considered whether there is a 
constitutional right to same-sex marriage. “Do 
you believe this can be treated as a gender-
based classification?” Justice Kennedy asked 
a lawyer.  “It’s a difficult question, and I’ve 
been trying to wrestle with it.”

Some lower courts have relied on sex 
discrimination to strike down same-sex 
marriage bans. In November, Judge Ortrie 
D. Smith wrote in a Missouri case that 
used language much like the chief justice’s.  
“The state would permit Jack and Jill to 
be married but not Jack and John,” “Why? 
Because in the latter example, the person 
Jack wishes to marry is male. The state’s 
permission to marry depends on the genders 
of the participants.”

Other judges have rejected the argument.  
But Suzanne B. Goldberg, a law professor at 
Columbia University who has written on “sex 
discrimination and marriage equality,” said in 
an interview that the argument had force.

“I was delighted that Chief Justice Roberts 
highlighted the sex discrimination in laws that 
forbid same-sex couples from marrying,” she 
said. “This important point has been made by 
judges in the lower courts and deserves the 
high court’s attention in these cases.

Michigan House Committee Approves 
Bill Barring Local Employment Laws 
Exempts Local Human Rights 
Ordinances 

Equality Michigan appreciates exemptions 
being added for local human rights 
ordinances

The Michigan House Committee on 
Commerce and Trade voted out of 
committee House Bill 4052 (Poleski - R), 
which if signed into law would bar local 
employment laws. Following an amendment 
made just prior to today’s vote, the 
legislation now includes language exempting 
local human rights ordinances from the bill. 
Equality Michigan’s director of political 
advocacy, Sommer Foster, was present 
for the vote and had previously submitted 
testimony.

Equality Michigan, the statewide anti-
violence and advocacy organization 
serving Michigan’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, and HIV affected 
communities, supports victims of anti-
LGBTQ discrimination in Michigan. The 
group has been working to modernize 
Michigan’s anti-discrimination laws for over 
twenty years.
Statement by Sommer Foster
Director of Political Advocacy,  
Equality Michigan 
“Equality Michigan appreciates the 
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Equality Band Seeks Musicians for 
Summer Pride Season
by Gary Hicks, Band Director

The Equality Band of Michigan, a statewide group of musicians 
who support LGBT equality, is seeking musicians who played 
an instrument in high school or college to join it for the 2015 
summer Pride season.  Even non-musicians may join the band 
and carry its banner or a flag.  All skill levels are welcome; 
auditions are not required.  The band is also open to allies of the 
LGBT community.

The band will be marching in the annual Michigan Pride 
parade in downtown Lansing on Saturday, August 29, and often 
participates in the annual East Lansing AIDS Walk at the end of 
September.

If you are interested in joining the band, please send an e-mail 
to equalitybandmi@gmail.com with your name, location, 
and instrument.  Look for the Equality Band of Michigan on 
Facebook for more information.

Independence Day
Rev. Bob Bond

Independence Day is a challenging 
holiday for leaders of faith communities.  
Well, for liberal, progressive, leaders of 
faith communities.  Don’t get me wrong, 

I am not saying that liberal, progressive faith leaders disrespect 
the importance of the Declaration of Independence or the 
impact this experiment in self government has had on the world 
stage.  I, for one, believe there was a strong divine influence 
in the creation of this nation.  I do not, however, believe God 
wrote the Constitution of the United States nor do I believe 
our nation is founded on Christian principles.  God would not 
have authored the concept that some persons are equal to three 
quarters of other persons.  God, in whom there is neither male 
nor female, would not have disenfranchised approximately 
50% of the citizens of the new nation.  The challenge for 
liberal, progressive faith leaders is to achieve the balance of 
recognizing the good that has come from the Declaration of 
Independence while not worshipping a nation and ignoring the 
faults in our imperfect union yet to be addressed.

There are some citizens of these United States who have yet 
to realize the full inclusion that the words, We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness.&quot;Even with the use of &quot;men&quot; to 
refer to humankind, this declaration has failed to be realized 
by many our nation has defined as &quot;other&quot; and 
used the otherness as a basis to marginalize them.  As I write 
this, I amwaiting to hear whether the Supreme Court believes 
the right to the pursuit of happiness applies to same gender 
loving people.  We also struggle whether these unalienable 

rights will apply to people of color, undocumented residents, 
religious minorities, and the others marginalized by society.  When 
we celebrate Independence Day, it should be with a renewed 
commitment to make the Declaration of Independence a reality for 
all who live in this country rather than celebrating it as a fete de 
accompli.

It is my hope that faith communities and others who seek 
divine guidance will use the Independence Dayholiday to seek 
God&#039;s continued guidance as to how we as individuals and 
as a nation need to work to achieve the ideals expressed in our 
founding documents and to even go beyond them to create a world  
where everyone, EVERYONE has the right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness.

Rev. Bob Bond 
Intentional Interim Pastor 
Edgewood United Church
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(Continued from page 1)
Homecoming

Suits Salutes:
Steve Bohnet and Bohnet Electric
“There’s always gonna be another mountain. 
I’m always gonnawanna make it move.”

Bohnet Electric is celebrating its 109th 
birthday this month. Four generations of the 
Bohnet family have been lighting up Mid-
Michigan for over a century offering many 
services including:

• Electrical Contracting 
• Retail Lighting Showroom specializing 

in Vintage Lighting
• Special Order Contemporary and 

Traditional Lighting
• Lamp Shades
• Lamp and Lighting Parts & Repair

• Custom Lighting Fabrication
• Crystal Chandelier cleaning and 

restoration 
• Historic Lighting Restoration and/or 

replacement services
Steve Bohnet, Co-Owner and Steward of 
the family business does much more to 
light-up our lives in Lansing. Steve’s love of 
Lansing and leadership in local organizations 
constantly enriches our community. His 
vision for historic restoration of landmark 
buildings has preserved icons of our built 
environment. Countless hours of volunteer 
work has led to many successful community 
events, especially the fantastic Old Town 
festivals. As the current chairperson of 
Michigan Pride, Steve leads efforts to 
educate Michigan’s residents about LGBT 
issues and provide occasions for LGBT 
people to celebrate our common journey. 
Suits is thrilled that Bohnet Electric chose to 
sponsor our June Event as part of their 109th 
Birthday Celebration. We encourage all our 
members to join Steve in his contributions 
for a successful MiPride this August, 
successful Old Town events throughout the 
summer, successful preservation efforts in our 
community, and insuring Bohnet Electric’s 
bright future.

Suits Events:

July 1 - Walnut Hills Golf Club - Sponsored 
by Aziz Jeweler

August 5 - Summer Party at Dispatch Sports 
Pub & Grill - Tiki Bar

September 2 - English Inn - Sponsored by 
City Pulse

2016 LGBT scholarship recipients.  This is 
also an opportunity to network with other 
grads and to meet many new friends – MSU 
grads, faculty & staff, students, Purdue 
guests and especially all our friends of MSU.  
You may park free in the KelloggCenter 
parking ramp. Tickets will be sold at the 
door for $20 per person. 
For more information, contact Bill Beachler 
at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.  We thank our 
sponsors the MSU Federal Credit Union 
and Merrill Lynch.  Check out our excellent 
website at https://www.msu.edu/~glbtalum/ .
Everyone is invited!!
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Washington /  
Lansing Responds
Representative Marcia Hovey-Wright 
Responds to a LAHR Member:

Subject:   Foster Care
 
Thank you for contacting me to express 
your opposition to bills HB 4188, 
HB 4189 and HB 4190, and for your 
willingness to share your personal 
perspective on this issue.

The initiative that you have shown in 
writing this email is a perfect example 
of the active and engaged citizenship 
that makes me proud to represent our 
state. Your participation is a critical 
component of the legislative process, 
and it is especially encouraging see 
residents getting involved and making 
their voices heard.

As the Minority Vice-Chair of Families, 
Children and Seniors Committee, I know 
first-hand the negative impacts these 
bills will have for Michigan children and 
families. With 13,000 Michigan children 

in the foster care system - more than 
3,000 of whom are eligible for adoption 
- I agree our state should not take any 
steps that restrict the opportunity for 
children to find secure, permanent, 
loving homes. It is not only in the best 
interest of our children, but in the long-
term interest of our state, that we reach 
out to all willing, carefully vetted adults 
to adopt children languishing in foster 
care. 

I am pleased to hear your commitment 
to this issue. Please know that when 
these bills come before the committee 
and the full House of Representatives, 
I will vote no; and urge others to do the 
same. 

While these bills were temporarily 
halted - due in large part to the 
overwhelming response from Michigan 
citizens - we anticipate they will be 
placed on the agenda for committee 
next week. I encourage you to continue 
communicating with elected state 
legislators in the days ahead. For your 
reference, the contact information for 
the Chair of Families, Children, and 
Seniors Committee is: 

Representative Thomas B. Hooker 
thomashooker@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-2277

Once again, thank you for your 
correspondence on this important issue. 
If you have any questions or would like 
more information, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at (517) 373-2646 or 
district092@house.mi.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Marcia Hovey-Wright, Michigan 
Representative 
92d  District

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received 
many emails from people, including my 
own, from governmental officials on a 
variety of subjects.  Beginning in May, 
2009, I will try to include one letter per 
month entitled “Washington / Lansing 
Responds.”  I hope these letters provide 
you a better understanding of where 
our elected officials stand on important 
LGBT issues and a better understanding 
of the issue.  If you receive responses, 
please email them to me.  Thank You!)
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(Continued from page 5)
Equality Michigan
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LGBT Dinner Group
July LGBTA Dinner at 
Nola Bistro

Friday, July 17,  
at 6:30 pm 

by Gary Hicks, Host

The July LGBTA dinner will be held at 
the new NOLA Bistro, 603 N. Waverly 
Rd, on Friday, July 17, at 6:30 pm.  
NOLA Bistro serves a Cajun and Creole 
menu, including po boy sandwiches, 
but also features pho, a beef noodle 
broth served with fresh vegetables.  
This restaurant recently opened on 
Waverly Rd, just south of West Saginaw 
Highway.

These monthly dinners are usually 
held the third Friday of each month 
at a different restaurant in the greater 
Lansing area, and usually average about  
10 to 15 friendly diners.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend, either on your own 
or with a friend or family member.  
Students from area 
colleges are also 
welcome to attend 
and socialize with the 
area’s more permanent 
LGBT residents. 

If you plan to attend, 
please RSVP to 
your host Gary at 
hickslaw@gmail.com 
by 3 pm on Friday, 
July 17, so we can 
request appropriate 
seating.  

Breakfast 
Club
by Bill Beachler, Host

LAHR’s  monthly 
breakfast club gets 
together on the 4th 

Saturday each month.  The July breakfast 
will be on Saturday,  July 25th.  The 
Breakfast Club is an excellent opportunity 
for the LGBT community and our families 
and friends to get together, enjoy good 
food, meet new friends, and discuss 
current issues and events without having 
any responsibilities.

The Breakfast Club meets at the Frandor 
Flap Jack at 10:00 a.m.  Over the years 
we have met at several local restaurants 
and if anyone has a suggestion, please let 
me know.  Please call Bill at 337-1419 or 
email beachlerb@sbcglobal.net . 

We usually have around 4 to 8 people 
for breakfast which enables a friendly 
conversation.  Everyone is welcome!!

efforts by legislators to exempt local anti-
discrimination laws from House Bill 4052. 
Until the state acts on the urgent issue of 
LGBTQ discrimination by modernizing the 
Elliott Larsen Civil Rights Act, LGBTQ 
Michiganders depend on these local 
ordinances and policies to protect them from 
discrimination. Equality Michigan believes 
government should be working to level the 
playing field for workers and protecting its 
citizens from harm. That is why we call on 
our leaders in Lansing to do the right thing 
and use their interest in employment laws 
to pass an LGBTQ inclusive update to the 
state’s anti-discrimination law.”
CONTACT:
Gregory Varnum
gvarnum@equalitymi.org
313-537-7000
Equality Michigan has worked passionately 
for over 20 years to achieve full equality and 
respect for all people in Michigan regardless 
of sexual orientation, gender identity or 
gender expression. For more information, 
visit www.equalitymi.org.
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SUNDAY
•	 First Congregational United Church of Christ (aka First Congregational 

UCC) - Open & Affirming. Worship at 10:30am on Sundays. 210 W. Saginaw 
Hwy Grand Ledge.   fcgl.org • grandledgeucc@aol.com • 517.627.2336. 

•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 
congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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