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First Fridays
by Dawn Smith, 
LAHR Board

In a recent article 
in Advocate. Com, 
Lansing, MI was 

listed as number 4 as one of the 
“Queerest cities of America”.  The 
brief synopsis of the queer virtues of 
Lansing mentioned it being a college 
town that protects its citizens with a 
nondiscrimination ordinance.  It also 
extolled the attendance at the Michigan 
Pride rally at the capitol.  While I am 
very pleased that Lansing was listed 
in the top 10 of the queerest cities in 
American, I agree with local dyke, Beth, 
when she commented on the article 
that maybe the reviewers missed their 
mark.  She actually researched several 
cities throughout the country and chose 
Lansing because of its deep LGBT 
culture especially lesbian community 
and culture.  

One of the most amazing city landmarks 
is the ongoing event of First Friday 

Potluck.  First Friday Potluck is a 
revolving potluck for local lesbians.  It 
has been held in various Lansing lesbian 
homes for almost 40 years!  Some 
months are held at the same location 
year after year.  December is always 
held at Women’s Center of Greater 
Lansing, lesbian run center. November 
is held at Coffee Jam, lesbian owned and 
operated. 

This past month, I was able to attend 
First Friday potluck.  It was held at our 
esteemed president and her partner’s 
home.  Traditionally, January’s First 
Friday Potluck is held at Penny’s home.  
Not only was it a lovely and welcoming 
venue, the food was excellent with lots 

of variety for all eaters.  This year there 
was an amazing turnout with almost 80 
women!  You can see by the coats in the 
pictures there was unprecedented turn 
out.  There were many newcomers and old 
timers.  Everyone had the most amazing 
time.  If you are looking for something fun 
with the local butches and beauties, please 
consider joining us in February. 

GSA Drag Show promotes 
diversity
by Jaimie Bozack ,  Lookout

LCC’s Gay Straight Alliance sent 
a positive message of diversity and 
acceptance during its annual Drag Show 
fundraiser in Dart Auditorium Dec. 13. 
This was the 13th year students and 
other drag show participants from around 
Michigan have performed in front of a 
packed Dart audience.

Lansing City Councilwoman Kathie 
Dunbar hosted the event, which lasted 
about two hours. She introduced a variety 
of performers through the evening.  
According to GSA Vice President Kristina 
Gorenleer, this year’s drag show had a 
great turnout.

“The drag show is a key fundraiser for 
the GSA,” Gorenleer said. “The night 
serves as a wonderful event to have 
some fun, especially after the end of 
the semester.”  The drag show featured 
participants dancing and lip syncing 
to popular songs while dressed as the 
opposite gender.  Audience members 
were encouraged to tip favorite 
performers throughout the show and 
help raise money for the GSA.

Gorenleer said the drag show is meant 
to send a positive message through 
LCC.  “My favorite part was after the 
show and hearing how everyone had a 
wonderful time and their interest in the 
LCC GSA,” Gorenleer said. “It’s one of 
my personal goals this year to revamp 
the GSA so it can do more good for the 
LCC community.”

Gorenleer said the drag show is good for 
students to attend because of its positive 
message.  “It’s a fun night and helps 
support the LCC GSA so we can make 

(Continued on page 3)
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LGBT News
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PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

February--the second month of the New Year, 2015:  What’s that mean—well, for one thing, it 
may mean by the time you read this, finally the Supreme Court will have announced they will 
hear the Michigan case about same sex marriage being a constitutional right, not just a right 
granted or denied by the people of a particular state.  As I write this, for several weeks in January, 
we have been hopeful, that indeed this is the Monday, or the Friday, or the Week the decision to 

hear it at the Supreme Court level, will be announced. So far, my hopes, at least and I imagine many of yours as 
well, have been dashed by the absolute silence from them, the Supremes, that is.  

The longer it takes, the more nervous I get.  Like what’s the big deal?  Doesn’t the constitution guarantee equal 
rights for all?  Of course in the past and probably for ever so it will be, this is not the pure practice of these United 
States.  Goodness knows, women are not equal, and goodness knows people of color endure inequality in these 
United States and beyond.  At least though with the passage of a Civil Rights law; with Title IX, passed into law in 
the 70’s; some giant steps have been made towards a semblance of equality of rights for women and people of color.  
We are on a cusp, I am certain of it, of  same sex couples being allowed the same rights, benefits, and obligations of 
legal marriage,  currently only granted to opposite-sex  couples, depending upon where they live. 

There are 1001 of these rights and benefits, to which we have not been able to access. It is high time that our 
relationships are legally recognized and honored.  I moved here from Florida, not exactly, for goodness sakes the 
most forgiving of states, and two women I knew then who have been together over 22 years, have announced their 
marriage to take place on March 28th, 2015. In Florida!  Besides raising two grown boys, both women work and 
contribute mightily to the well being of their community, their state and to these United States.  They too will have 
their long and fruitful relationship honored by their state.  We in Michigan await that glorious day.   

Let me believe, as you read this, it is old news!

Sincerely, Penny    

Letter from the Prez
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even more strides to having a safe and 
equal environment, on campus and off, 
for all,” Gorenleer said.

Attendee Melanie Matchette said she 
had a fun time at the event.  “I wasn’t 
totally sure what to expect, but it was 
a fun and good experience,” Matchette 
said. “It is a unique type of performance 
art that probably doesn’t get as much as 
exposure as it should.”  Matchette said 
she was happy to support the GSA.  “It’s 
important to support shows like this 
because it emphasizes the importance 
of being accepted for who you are,” 
Matchette said. “The performers all 
embraced being unique, and that 
encourages the audience to do the 
same.”

(Continued from page 1)
Drag ShowLanSINGout 

Gay Men’s 
Chorus 
Prepares for 
Next Concert 

by Peter Morse, LanSINGout  
Artistic Director

After enjoying month-long hiatus, 
LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus is back 
in rehearsal preparing for its spring 
concert, Music From the Other Side:  
Songs Traditionally Sung by Women.  
Artistic Director Peter Morse has chosen 
a wonderful variety of choral and solo 
music that perhaps no man has ever sung 
in concert before.  

The first half of the concert will 
feature rock and roll, country, pop and 
Broadway and movie musical tunes.  
The second half is a salute to the women 
of Rogers and Hammerstein.  Audience 
members will enjoy tunes from R&H’s 
most famous musicals including South 
Pacific, Oklahoma, The King and I, 
Carousel, Flower Drum Song, State Fair, 
Cinderella and The Sound of Music.   
The concert will be in the style of a 
musical review comprised of solo, small 
ensemble and choral numbers.   Music 
From the Other Side is shaping up to 
be a wonderfully unique and enjoyable 
concert for audiences of all ages and 
musical preferences.

Once again, LanSINGout is thrilled 
to welcome back David Wiseman at 
the keyboard.  David brings a high 
level of musical expertise, and we’re 
fortunate to enjoy his talents.  We’ll 
add a trio of guitar, bass and drums 
offering concertgoers a fantastic musical 
experience.  

LanSINGout will present Music From 
the Other Side on Saturday, June 6, 
2015 at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, June 7, 
2015 at 3:00 p.m. in the Lansing First 
Presbyterian Church Molly Grove 
Chapel. You may purchase tickets and 
view other concert information on our 
website or on Facebook.  Please “like” 
our Facebook page to keep on top of the 
new and exciting things the men are up 
to.

If you have a male sounding voice 

and enjoy performing in a male 
chorus, LanSINGout may be for you.  
LanSINGout will hold prospective 
member auditions next August, at the 
start of the Winter, 2015 concert season. 
For further information keep your eyes 
on Facebook or our website.

The Chorus rehearses each Tuesday 
evening at the Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church Molly Grove Chapel.  For 
further information, contact the Chorus 
at info@lansingout.org. You can follow 
the Chorus on their web site, www.
lansingout.org or on Facebook at 
LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus.

President’s Day is February 16th
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Then & Now
Marriage Equality 
– “Standard of 
Review”

by Don Gaudard

More important in 
a legal sense than the 

issue of marriage equality is the issue of the 
standard of review to be used by the Supreme 
Court in making the determination of whether 
the fundamental right to marriage is available 
to gays and lesbians.  Whatever standard is 
adopted, it will be then used in every gay or 
lesbian case in the future in every state.  

The term “standard of review” concerns how 
much deference the judiciary should give 
the legislative body in determining whether 
legislation is constitutional. Most of you are 
familiar with the standard for conviction in 
a criminal case:  proof beyond a reasonable 
doubt.  In most civil cases, the standard to win 
the case is “preponderance of the evidence” 

(more likely than not).  However, concerning 
constitutional questions, three basic standards 
of review exist: rational basis, intermediate 
scrutiny, and strict scrutiny. 

Rational basis
Generally, the Supreme Court evaluates 
legislation based on whether it has a 
reasonable relationship to a legitimate state 
interest – the rational basis review. Most 
economic legislation is evaluated using the 
rational basis test.  However, all but two of the 
federal courts in evaluating marriage equality 
have ended up using the rational basis test.

In rational basis, the burden of proof is 
on gays and lesbians to show that the ban 
on marriage quality has no relationship 
to a legitimate state interest.  Any 
rationale is acceptable to uphold the 
statute.  (Query:  what is the state interest 
in denying marriage equality to gays and 
lesbians?)

Intermediate scrutiny (heightened 
scrutiny)
Under the Equal Protection Clause, when 

the law targets a 
“quasi-suspect” 
classification, 
such as gender 
(sex), the courts 
apply intermediate 
scrutiny, which 
requires the law 
to be substantially 
related to an 
important 
government 

interest. It is more strict than rational basis 
review but less strict than strict scrutiny.  Two 
of the Circuit Courts of Appeal (the 2nd and 
the 9th) have determined that in evaluating 
gay and lesbian cases, it is necessary to use 
the intermediate scrutiny test to determine the 
constitutionality of the statute.

Under intermediate scrutiny, the burden of 
proof required to uphold the law SHIFTS to 
the defenders of the statute.  The defenders 
must show that the statute is substantially 
related to an important government interest.  

Strict scrutiny
If, however, the statute impinges on a 
fundamental right, such as those listed 
in the Bill of Rights, then the court will 
apply strict scrutiny. This means the statute 
must be narrowly tailored to address a 
compelling state interest AND the statute is 
the least restrictive means of accomplishing 
that compelling state interest. In more than 
15 cases, the Supreme Court has held that 
marriage is a fundamental right.

Here, the burden of proof necessary to uphold 
the law again SHIFTS to the defenders of the 
statute.  The defenders must show that the 
statute is substantially related to a compelling 
state interest.  

The courts will also apply strict scrutiny if the 
law targets a suspect classification, such as 
race. Gays and lesbians have long argued that 
they meet the 4 court-required elements to 
be classified as a “suspect class” or at least a 
“quasi-suspect class.”

Therefore the issues before 
the Court are:  1) The 
standard of review to use; 
2) Are gays and lesbians a 
“suspect class” or a “quasi-
suspect” class?; and 3) Is 
the fundamental right to 
marriage available to gays 
and lesbians or only to 
heterosexuals?

Although marriage equality 
is important to the LGBT 
community at large, to the 
LGBT legal community 
the standard of review is 
of much more significance 
since it will affect ALL 
LGBT cases in the future in 
every state and federal court.
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Coming Out
by Dawn Smith, 
LAHR Board

When did you come 
out? Did you always 
know you were gay? 

Did you have children when you came out? 
How did you tell them? These are some 
recent questions posed to members of L2L: 
Lansing Lesbians. For me, I was married 
twice before I came out as a lesbian. I have 
eight children that range in ages from 23-
12. At the time I came out, my oldest was 
19 and my youngest was 8. I had a bunch 
of teenagers that just found out their mom 
is a lesbian. While this was a very stressful 
and challenging time, it was also a time of 
discovery about me and the strength and 
resilience of my children.

I was dating a woman but to my kids, she 
was my “work buddy.”  Until that fateful 
day, one of the teens got into my phone and 
saw some texts between me and my “work 
buddy.”  My daughter talked to her oldest 
sister about finding the sexts on her mother’s 
phone.  And then, I think they just bided 
their time to see what was going to happen. 
A few weeks later, she confronted me.  

She told me she knew about my dirty little 
secret.  She said she had one question…how 
can I possibly be a lesbian when I had been 
married twice and have eight kids?  I just sat 
there, stunned, amazed at the intuitiveness 
of my children (I didn’t know about the 
unplanned violation of my privacy at the 
time). And this is what I told my daughter, 
“Honey, I don’t know what’s going on with 
me. I just know that I really like her. When I 
find out more information, I will get back to 
you”. That was the end of the discussion at 
that time.

The next morning, five of my daughters 
came in my room. They crawled into bed 
with me.  I was feeling sort of nervous since 
they are not cuddlers.  I felt like I was getting 
an intervention. And this is what they said, 
“Mom, when you figure out what’s going 
on with you, let us know what is going on, 
either way, we love you and we want you to 
be happy.”  Wow! Thank you, children, for 
being tolerant and understanding.  And so 
began our journey as a family that is led by a 
lesbian mother.

It hasn’t been an easy road.  We live in a 
very small community. I graduated with the 
parents of my kids’ friends. Everyone knows 
everyone.  Half of the kids go to the Catholic 
school.  And yet, we have made it work.  For 

the first couple 
of years, I didn’t 
take any dates 
(i.e. girlfriends) 
to any of my kids’ 
sporting events. I 
respected that this 
is also my kids’ 
journey. I respect 
and understand 
that they have to 
go through their 
own coming out 
process. Kids can 
be cruel to each 
other and I didn’t 
want to put my 

children into a position where they would be 
subjected to other kids’ prejudices. I didn’t 
want them to experience hostility because 
their mother is not with a man and thus she 
is violating (Catholic) Church teaching.  I 
wouldn’t have my “friend” over if one of the 
kids had a friend over for the night. 

This sounds like I was living a lie. Yet, I 
didn’t feel that way.  I am out and proud 
to my family.  I am out and proud with my 
friends.  I am out and proud with the people 
that matter the most to me.  I just wasn’t 
going to out myself to my children’s friends, 
until they were okay with mom being out.

It didn’t take long. Four years later, I proudly 
take my girlfriend to my son’s football 
game. He plays for the local Catholic school. 
My girlfriend goes with me to my daughter’s 
track events.  My girlfriend brings my kids 
to school for me when I have to be to work 
early.  But this is what really convinced 
me that my children have really accepted 
me….and my girlfriend: My 18 year old 
daughter was telling me about her future 
plans which include moving to some place 
warmer.  I agreed that I would like to move 
to someplace warmer too.  She then went on 
to tell me that she was having two kids and 
that she wanted her oldest to be a boy so he 
could be the man of the house. I asked her 
why her husband wasn’t going to be the man 
of the house.  She told me that she couldn’t 
trust him (let’s not go there; her view on men 
isn’t my fault!) So I asked her who would 
teach her son to be a man, specifically, the 
man of the house. She responded, “You, me 
and Monica are going to teach him!”  Let 
me get this straight, you want your lesbian 
mother and her girlfriend to teach your son 
to be a man? YUP!

What about you? When did you come out 
to your children? Were they accepting?  
How was your journey?  Let’s hear it!  
Dawnms6886@yahoo.com
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Separation 
of Church 
and State
by Bob Bond, UCC

We are in a critical time in Michigan and the 
United States regarding the legal protections 
and rights afforded to persons whose gender 
attraction is toward persons of the same 
gender and those whose gender expression 
is other than their birth gender characteristics 
or is fluid.  There has been an amazing shift 
in our culture within the last few years and 
certainly in my lifetime.  This shift in attitudes 
has resulted in a strong backlash by those who 
want to be able to discriminate against and 
disrespect those who express their love and/
or their gender in ways outside of what these 
folks think is normal.  It is sad for me as a 
person of faith to acknowledge that they have 
often used religion as their foundation for 
opposition to acceptance and fair treatment 
for those marginalized by gender issues.

This is not unusual; religion is often used 
to keep people in their place and outside 
the protection of civil authorities.  Most 

religions have at some point been organized 
around the issue of defining who is in and 
who is out; who is loved by God and who 
is an abomination.  It seems to me the 
death knell for most spirit filled religions 
has been when they were adopted and 
coopted by governmental authority to do 
the bidding of the political rulers.  The 
Christian church changed radically when it 
went from being a counter force to unfair 
governments and became the state religion 
of the Roman Empire and eventually many 
other governmental entities.  In the time 
of Jesus, he spoke out against the way the 
Jewish religion had become the oppressor 
of the people by virtue of its cooption by the 
political authorities of the day.  Jesus was 
crucified because of his challenge to the use 
of religion to govern the people then out of 
any theological conflict.  That may be over 
broad since his concept of God certainly was 
core to his challenge as to the role religion 
should play in the lives of the people.

There was great wisdom on the part of 
those who framed the United States form of 
government when they sought to codify the 
separation of religion and government.  The 
faith traditions of no one group or individual 
should have no overriding authority in how 
the citizens of this nation are governed.  The 

government should have no authority to 
regulate how the faithful worship and serve 
God.  These fundamental protections have 
become blurred over time.  Persons religious 
have taken on governmentally controlled 
functions, most notably the union of two 
citizens in marriage.  As a result the clergy 
person has submitted themselves to the 
authority of the State as to who they may 
or may not marry and to a certain extent the 
government has allowed the church to dictate 
who the State can recognize as married.  This 
is clearly not as it should be.

Many European countries have a requirement 
for persons to have a civil ceremony for 
their marriage to be recognized by the 
State.  The couple may also have a religious 
ceremony if they wish to have their union 
blessed by the church.  This model makes 
the most sense to me, the government should 
have no regulatory control over how faith 
communities recognize and bless unions and 
faith leaders should have no control over who 
the State recognizes as having been united 
by contract and therefore receive all benefits 
and restriction that accrue to such a contract.  
I, for one, do not believe that anyone should 
be required to perform a religious service 
for another but I also believe that persons 
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Out at Work
Running with 
Coyotes

by Frank Vaca, LAHR 
Vice President

Have you thought to 
yourself I can grow 
from this place or 
stage of life? Word 

travels faster than you think and there 
is that guiding principle in our life.  Are 
instant gratification and not a repeat of 
being hurt on your mind?  Especially 
even if you tried it out and have no abort 
mission plan.  Are you running towards 
that hunger and missing the finish line?  
Is your mind and heart so distraught that 
you cannot speak to anyone nor do you 
speak to everyone?  Do you have Road 
Runner envy?

“You got 1 day or 99 years.  Stop 
worrying about my sexuality.” Ron 
Lonza said about the Briggs Initiative. 
We will never stay here, we will never 
be forgotten, and we will fight for our 
rights to work! Do you punch out at 
work and continue on with the sour 
notes from life?  Any time your self-
disclosure of being LGBT can keep you 
from walking back in as Employee and 
instead a customer. We have plenty that 
don’t want to put themselves all out 
on the line especially when they don’t 
have perhaps empathy for their fellow 

The Gerry 
Crane Story
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

Christine Yaredll 
from Grand Rapids 

contacted LAHR about a book she would 
like to write titled, Gay Teacher: A Story 
of Love, Hate and Lessons Yet to be 
Learned. The book is about former Byron 
Center, Michigan high school music 
teacher Gerry Crane, who was outed by a 
student, harassed and ostracized by parents, 
administrators and the larger community 
and eventually forced to resign. Gerry died 
6 months later from a stress-related heart 
attack at age 32. 

Gerry’s ordeal was covered by Time 
magazine and the television show 20/20.  
While Gerry’s struggle occurred between 
the fall of 1995 and January 1997, almost 
two decades later teachers are still losing 
their jobs for merely being gay, lesbian or 
transgender.  LGBT children continue to 
be bullied, some to the point where they 
end their own lives. LGBT youth will not 
be safe in their schools until at a minimum 
their adult teachers cannot lose their jobs 
for merely being gay. The trauma that Gerry 
suffered -- and even his death -- were not 
enough to generate support for the passage 
of a state law in Michigan prohibiting 
LGBT-based employment discrimination. 

Christine wanted to tell Gerry’s story to 
honor him and his struggle - one that is 
representative of generations of people 
who have lost their families, housing, jobs, 
careers, health and lives for merely choosing 
to live an authentic life. Gerry’s story is 
an important part of Michigan history and 
LGBT history. I also want to tell his story 
so Gerry’s death from discrimination will 
provide the impetus for change.

Christine’s qualifications to write this book 
include her work as an attorney specializing 
in LBGT legal rights and as an adjunct 
professor at Grand Valley State University 
teaching Sexual Orientation and the Law, a 
course she developed in the 1990’s. 

The LAHR Board is interested in 
helping Christine publish her book and is 
researching how best to help.  LAHR will 
keep you informed about any progress 
LAHR makes

queers. Why would you spontaneously 
combustion especially on a clean floor? 
Why would you trust a product of Acme 
and not read the instructions, or wear 
safety gear?

The acting of that moment and not being 
a bystander at a well-planned thought 
out coming out. Let’s face it we are not 
all stars with Problem control. You can 
run, you can hide, but you can’t escape 
my love. I am not going to make you 
stay. 

It’s that hunger to be acknowledged 
and self-esteem?  Choosing to accept 
ourselves instead of dunked donuts? 
Why do we starve ourselves to try all the 
flashy gimmicks?  Our patience for time 
to change is exceptional. The only thing 
that repeats is those falls perhaps off 
a cliff? Yet it’s determination of those 
who are out who don’t stare down but 
look through the horizon to see it’s safe 
and secure.  Don’t stop on my account 
on your race around a desert full of 
opportunity.  You can stop for a minute 
and have your cake. Then go off because 
you can’t fight the moonlight.

What are the younger generation seeing 
or not seeing that makes them act out. 
Who influenced you to reach and crawl 
to the top of the corporate ladder? They 
taking everything but your love?  Let me 
know at vacaafrank@gmail.com
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Valentine’s Day is February 14th

Know What’s 
Happening / Tell Your 
Friends

 
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

 

Join your friends and be one of the approximately 500 
current participants in the excellent LAHR list services 
to learn what’s happening.  There are two list servs 
available:  LAHRonline (social) and LAHRdiscussion. 

You have the opportunity to join one or both of these 
excellent, free list services.  It’s simple  - just go to the 
LAHR Web site home page at www.lahronline.org  and 
on the right side of the screen it says, “Subscribe to 
Mailing List.”  Under this heading are the two choices.  
Just click LAHRonline and/or LAHRdiscussion to 
join.  The more people who join, the more effective, 
informative, and successful the services will become!!!
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functioning as agents of a civil authority 
should not be permitted to use his or her 
religious convictions to refuse to perform the 
task they are hired to do.  Can we imagine the 
Department of Agriculture permitting a meat 
inspector to refuse to examine pork based 
on religious conviction or a government 
employee refusing to work for a female 
supervisor based on religious conviction?  

Religious based bigotry and hate has 
no place in our discourse regarding the 
responsibility of government to protect all 
citizens and treat all citizens equally.  It is 
not reasonable or even desirable to expect 
elected persons to ignore their beliefs when 
making decisions but it is reasonable to 
insist that they make decisions that control 
the lives of others based on what is good and 
right for the citizens and not on what their 
religion tells them is good and right for them 
personally in their personal relationship with 
the Divine.

Rev. Bob Bond 
Interim Co-pastor 
Edgewood United Church 

(Continued from page 6)

Separation PFLAG Returns to  
Mid-Michigan
from PFLAG  of Greater Lansing

We’re very pleased to announce that Mid-
Michigan is starting up a new PFLAG 
(Parents and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays) chapter – and it looks like more 
than one. Paperwork has been filed with 
the national office for PFLAG of Owosso 
and one is in the works for a PFLAG of 
Greater Lansing. We’ll take them all and 
happy to grow more!

Many of you know that PFLAG allies 
are among the most effective, and fierce, 
advocates for the LGBT community. 
Chapters meet to support people who 
are just coming out and having issues 
in that process with their loved ones. 
They also meet to support families who 
have children, grandchildren, nephews, 
nieces, etc. who come out, but they, the 
family, may be having problems with the 
revelation. PFLAG works from a “love 
conquers all” perspective.

Often chapter members reach out into the 
general community bringing their pro-
LGBT stance before schools, churches, 
businesses, and more. They are among the 
very strongest of our many allies.

The Greater Lansing chapter met 
on Sunday, January 18 at the First 
Congregational UCC Church in Grand 
Ledge.  Everyone was welcome.

For more information, please visit our 
Facebook page that is, at press time: 
“Let’s Restart a Mid-Michigan PFLAG 
Chapter” and “like” us. Then invite all 
of your friends, allies, and families to 
our page. Anyone who would like to 
start another new chapter should contact 
William Sawyer-Todd at 517-351-7404. 
We’d like to see chapters start or restart all 
over Michigan.

Breakfast Club
by Bill Beachler, Host

LAHR’s  monthly breakfast club 
gets together on the 4th Saturday 
each month.  The February  breakfast 
will be on Saturday,  February  28th.  
The Breakfast Club is an excellent 
opportunity for the LGBT community 
and our families and friends to get 
together, enjoy good food, meet 
new friends, and discuss current 
issues and events without having any 
responsibilities.

The Breakfast Club usually meets at 
the Frandor Flap Jack at 10:00 a.m.  
Over the years we have met at several 
local restaurants and if anyone has 
a suggestion, please let me know.  
Please call Bill at 337-1419 or email 
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net . 

We usually have around 4 to 8 people 
for breakfast which enables a friendly 
conversation.  Everyone is welcome!!
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SUNDAY
•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 

congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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