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ACLU case challenging 
gender markers on 
Michigan state IDs gets its 
day in court Nov. 4
by Amy Lynn Smith on NOVEMBER 2, 
2015 in LGBT 
 
Transgender advocates are urged to be at 
U.S. District Court in Detroit to show their 
support. 
 
Earlier this year, the American Civil Liberties 
Union and the ACLU of Michigan filed a 
lawsuit against the Michigan Secretary of State challenging a department policy that 
makes it impossible for many transgender individuals to correct the gender on their 
driver’s licenses and other forms of identification. 
On Wednesday, November 4th at 2 p.m., arguments in the case will be heard in Detroit 
by federal Judge Nancy Edmonds. The case, Love v Johnson, seeks to overturn current 
Secretary of State policy implemented in 2011, under which the state refuses to change 
the gender on a driver’s license or state ID unless the person produces an amended birth 
certificate showing the correct gender.

Getting that amended birth certificate can be difficult — if not impossible — as I 
wrote about when the lawsuit was first filed. The Michigan Secretary of State’s policy, 
considered to be perhaps the worst in the country, makes it virtually impossible for most 
Michigan transgender residents to obtain accurate ID, subjecting them to harassment, 
discrimination, and in some cases violence.

Transgender people and allies are urged to attend and pack the courtroom to show 
their support. The arguments will be heard at the U.S. District Court Building, 231 W. 
Lafayette, Courtroom #858 in downtown Detroit.

If you’re not familiar with the case, be sure to read my previous post on the topic, with 
insights from transgender advocates including a named plaintiff in the case. It can be 
found at http://tinyurl.com/pqv7vej

Local 
November 
Election 
Results
by William Beachler, 
LAHR PAC

The Lansing and East Lansing local 
elections were November 3, 2015.  
LAHR PAC played an active role in 
this election.  LAHR PAC surveyed 
the candidates on the ballot, rated 
the candidates, and encouraged the 
community to vote.  

This was not a good election for the 
LGBT community, although there were 
many positive friends who won election.  
We also lost some very good friends and 
supporters.  Here are the details of this 
election.  

In Lansing here are the results.  In Ward 
1, the positive Shelley Mielock lost 
and the mixed rated incumbent Jody 
Washington won.  In Ward 3, the positive 
rated Adam Hussain  won and the mixed 
rated incumbent A’Lynne Boles lost.   In 
the At Large race,  the very positive 
rated incumbent Carol Wood and the 
positive rated  Patricia Spitzley won.  The 
extremely positive rated Emily Dievendorf 
and very positive** rated  Harold Leeman 
Jr. lost.  LAHR PAC was disappointed 
with our friend Emily’s loss.

In East Lansing here are the results.   In 
the At Large race, the very positive rated 
Mark Meadows and positive rated Shanna 

Draheim and Erik Altmann won.  The 
extremely positive rated incumbent 
Nathan Triplett and positive rated 

Steve Ross and Jermaine Ruffin lost.  
LAHR PAC was disappointed with our 
fiend Nathan’s loss.

Voter turnout is always important to 
the LGBT community.  The LGBT 

community was strongly encouraged to 
vote.

Humans Uniting for an Equal Society (HUES) Report
November has been quite a month for 
HUES, the youth- and young adult-
oriented branch of LAHR created this 
past summer, as the first month with a 
working Board. We also officially have 
a full Board – the last position of HUES 
Ambassador was filled by General 
Assembly member Katie Trudell at our 
November 11th Coalition meeting. At 
our November meeting, we talked about 
queer involvement in the United State 
military, both in relation to the repeal of 

Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, what recent 
developments may be taking 
place on bases across America 
with the Supreme Court ruling 
denouncing marriage bans for 
same sex couples, and even about 
how destructive the US military 
can be, and some great discussion 
was had.

Between our November Coalition 
meeting and our November Board 
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
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Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Loyal and Valued Reader,

It is the morning after our performance of “Aggies Story” at the Peppermint Creek Theater, An 
Interactive Theater Production of the MSU Office of Inclusion, in partnership with Peppermint Creek, 
the Tri-County Office on Aging, Red Head Design, LAHR, and multiple individual members of our 
LGBT communities. “Aggies Story” is about LGBT people who are old and their experience seeking 
health and care services.

The skit and interactive portion of the performance demonstrates the challenges LGBT people face 
often when seeking such services. This production was written and directed by Lynn Lammers of the office of Inclusion 
at MSU,represents a lesbian couple, one of whom has contracted breast cancer and their negotiating Doctors’ visits, 
hospital stays, and seeking a residential/care facility.  It features as well an *aging gay male, also facing having to go 
back into the closet in the facility that he is in after a hip injury.

*(goddess knows, a lesbian would not put old before the words gay male: I even take a risk of using old as a 
descriptive before the word Lesbian!  Often I am corrected by people when I say Old instead of saying aging.  Hell! 
we are old, no need to say otherwise.  It like re-claiming the word Old, in my opinion and is my practice.  PS I am 
74 years old)

It is of interest to me that of the lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgender folk in the audience, it appeared that there 
were more men than women.  There were some straight people there, a few couples, and a few straight women who I 
recognized.  Why, I wonder did gay men respond to this show more than did lesbian woman?  As the Feminist that I 
am, I of course have some ideas. They are based solely on my thinking, not on any scholarship.  Often men are more 
financially literate, than are many women. They are more apt to be single, and more apt (duh) to not have women in their 
lives available to care for them.  Lesbians, usually have more contact among woman, whether in couples, or in lesbian 
organizations in which there is seemingly more engagement in each other’s lives than might be so in gay male networks. 
Further, might it be that men feel more of a responsibility when it comes to making end of life decisions, or already have, 
and want to learn more?  Although I know a lot if old lesbians; where were they last night?  And is being old too late to 
be informed of the situation, often in place, in care facilities that warrant our attention as a community of LGBT people?

So that’s all of my meandering, after-the-fact, thoughts this day on the recent performance of “Aggies Story”.  We did 
good!

In gratitude, with holiday wishes.

Sincerely Penny

Letter from the Prez

2 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



An evening with Gloria 
Steinem
by Dawn Smith, LAHR Board

Friday night I had the pleasure of spending 
an evening with Gloria Steinem.  It was not 
an intimate dinner with wine and a few close 

friends. It was at Miller Auditorium at Western Michigan University.  
It holds 3500 people and it was almost full.  And yet, it did feel like 
an intimate evening with Gloria.  She was just that down to earth and 
comfortable.

It seems incredible to me that I have to explain who Gloria Steinem 
is since it seems she has been around forever.  I remember my mom 
talking about Gloria Steinem being a spawn of the devil because of 
her advocacy for birth control, equal rights for women, pornography, 
and access to abortion.  But when I told some coworkers I was going 
to see Gloria Steinem, 7 out of 10 times, I was met with a blank stare.  
So meet Gloria Steinem and find out why I think her message then is 
just as pertinent as it is today.

Gloria Marie Steinem is an American feminist, journalist, and social 
and political activist who became nationally recognized as a leader 
and spokeswoman for the feminist movement in the late 1960s and 
early 70s, often described as second wave feminism.  She was a 
columnist for New York magazine and a founder of Ms. Magazine.  
She advocated then and now for women’s issues such as sexuality, 
reproductive freedom, abortion and the right of a woman to have 
control over her body, domestic violence, rape, family issues, and 
equality in the work place.  Steinem currently travels internationally 
as an organizer and lecturer and is a media spokeswoman on issues of 
equality (CNN 2014). 

Ms. Steinem was an amazing speaker.  At the same time, she made 
us feel as if we were sitting around drinking wine, chatting about 
current events, while simultaneously encouraging us to gather, 
meet, organize, and cause some trouble.  She discussed the struggle 
and where it started.  She enlightened the crowd that nobody really 
burned their bras!!! While this has been a rally cry for many women 
throughout the years, she informed us that no bras were actually 
burned but symbols of oppression of women (bras, girdles, Playboys, 
etc.) were put in a burning barrel, nothing was actually burned due 
to lack of permits! But the fire was lit through such a symbolic, 
rallying act.  And bra-less women everywhere were recognized as 
amazons, warriors, and activists (by each other if not by anyone else) 
by the mere act of NOT wearing a garment that signified how the 
male-dominated culture was oppressing women and slotting them 
into a cultural definition of beauty. This is an ongoing battle which is 
evident by the double standard regarding modern day breasts, i.e. the 
social acceptable display of breasts in bikinis and in swimsuit issues 
but an inadvertent display of breasts through a natural feeding of a 
child is sanctioned, punished, and forced into public restrooms to 
protect the innocent public. 

Other issues that were tackled by pioneering feminists such as Gloria 
Steinem included equity in hiring practices which are vastly different 
today than there were 30 years ago but there still is a glass ceiling and 
a pay gap. Equal pay and equality in hiring practices benefit women, 
it also benefits families and children and so it benefits everyone.  

(Continued on page 10)

Ms. Steinem encouraged and applauded those who are advocating 
for safety on campuses.  The rape culture continues to be an ongoing 
struggle. According to Black et al (2011):1 in 5 women and 1 in 
71 men will be raped at some point in their lives;  51.1% of female 
victims of rape reported being raped by  an intimate partner and 
40.8% by an acquaintance; 52.4% of male victims report being raped 
by an  acquaintance and 15.1% by a stranger; 91% of the victims of 
rape and sexual assault are  female and 9% are male; in 8 out of 10 
cases of rape, the victim knew the  perpetrator; and 8% of rapes occur 
while the victim is at work.  

These are a few of the topics that Gloria (I feel we would be on a 
first name basis) spoke to during our evening together last week.  
While Gloria spoke of many things there was an overriding theme.  
Someone asked how to help those that are not in power and how 
could we help.  She replied, “If you are someone that has power, 
listen more.  If you do not have power, speak more”.  It is up to all 
of us to speak more for those with less power.  And in our various 
positions of privilege, it is important for us to listen more. And while 
Ms. Steinem was a feminist, she was a humanist.  Each one of the 
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams
by Christina Redmond

 ‘Tis the season to be jolly!   The 
holiday season is officially in full swing!
 

Did you know…

The goal for every 
child in foster care is 
permanence (having 
safe, nurturing 
relationships intended 
to last for a lifetime).

Volunteering is a priceless way to answer 
the common, “how can I help?” question.  
With Christmas just weeks away, what 
better time to give a little?!  Offering to 
provide child care for a few hours while 
a foster parent attends training gives 
the reassurance that they can have a sit-
down moment to themselves without 
distractions.  Ingham County Department 
of Health and Human Services has nearly 
70 licensed foster homes in which foster 
parents are required to complete annual 
training hours.  Many of these trainings do 
not offer child care, but just imagine how 
elated a foster parent would be to hear the 
phrases “free training” and “child care 
provided” all in one statement!

Did you know…
 
Ingham County DHHS offers a Foster 
Parent Support Group that meets 
monthly and provides child care AND 
free training?

Speaking of elated imaginations…every 
3rd Thursday, Ingham County DHHS 
offers a Foster Parent Support group that 
not only provides free training for foster 
families, but also FREE CHILD CARE.  

But in order for an opportunity for families 
to be with a supportive network to take a 
load off, share “horrays”, ask questions, 
and get answers, volunteers are needed 
each month that can provide child care for 
a few hours for these opportunities to be a 
success.  If you are over the age of 18 and 
are willing to complete a Central Registry 
clearance, this could be the answer to that 
“how can I help?” million dollar question!

Did you know…
 
Ingham County DHHS is hosting its next 
Orientation on Tuesday, December 8th 
from 9am – 12pm at the Ingham County 
Human Services Building (Door 3) 
located at 5303 S Cedar Street, Lansing, 
Michigan 48911

Can’t make that time? We can schedule 
an orientation AT YOUR HOME! Just call 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist, 
at 517-775-2693 to schedule a convenient 
time and see how you can create turning 
points in the life of a foster child. J  

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist
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meeting, we’ve come up with many ideas for future 
events that HUES will be hosting, including an event 
in January involving coming out stories (see “The 
Come Out – LGBT People Tell Their Stories”) and 
a prom-type event for Valentine’s Day in February. 
We’re hoping for further involvement within the 
community of East Lansing and even on MSU’s 
campus, and we’re partnering both events with 
MSU on-campus groups. We’ve got some exciting 
prospects for the future of HUES, and are extremely 
thrilled with how it has been operating since the 
organization’s creation in June.  

Our next Coalition meeting is set to be held on 
Tuesday, December 8 at Ingham County Human 
Services Building at seven p.m., where we will 
be hosting a relaxing holiday retreat for students 
dealing with the end of the semester and other 
queer individuals who may not be able to be as out 
as they’d like in their homes for the holidays. If 
you have any questions or are curious about any 
information regarding HUES, feel free to contact us 
at humansunitingforanequalsociety@gmail.comor on 
Facebook at facebook.com/humansuniting. 

The Come Out – LGBT People Tell Their Stories

HUES has some super exciting news for January! 
We’re currently partnering with The Alliance of 
Queer and Ally Students, an MSU on-campus LGBT 
rights organization, to create a huge event to take 
place on January 22, 2016. We’re calling this The 
Come Out, and planning to have fifteen to twenty 
speakers tell their coming out stories. So far, with the 
submissions we’ve gotten of individuals who would 
like to speak, it’s looking like it’s going to be quite an 
event. 

We have booked The Avenue, on 
Michigan Ave in Lansing, for this 
event, and the entire board is extremely 
excited for the outcome.  As of now 
in our submissions, we are expecting 
and thrilled for an event full of various 
coming out stories, some quite happy 
and others, unfortunately, much less so. 
It’s looks like many different topics are 
going to be covered, between happy 
acceptance by family members and 
friends alike, to some individuals not 
completely out to everyone in their 
lives, to more sensitive topics such 
as suicide attempts and bullying. We 
are hoping to raise awareness of the 
hazards that coming out can bring 
while celebrating that coming out can 
be quite a happy time, and there will 
be a recognition for those who can’t be 
with us that night.

(Continued from page 1)
HUES

The event is open to individuals of all ages, and we will be accepting 
optional donations to go towards future HUES events. Already 
within the first few weeks we have had overwhelming support on our 
Facebook for the event, and are definitely hopeful for the outcome 
in the new year. If you have any questions about the event or about 
any other information regarding HUES, feel free to contact us at 
humansunitingforanequalsociety@gmail.com. 
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Endings and 
Beginnings
by Rev. Bob Bond, 
UCC

I will cease to be 
a regular contributor to this newsletter 
with this December issue.  My contract 
with Edgewood United Church is ending 
at the end of this year.  I am taking my 
accumulated vacation time up to the end of 
the contract so I will be finished effectively 
on the 22nd of this month.  I have very 
much enjoyed my time at Edgewood and 
being back in the Lansing area.  I will be 
returning to my home in Kalamazoo.  I have 
also enjoyed the opportunity to share some 
thoughts in this newsletter.

There is a definite rhythm to life.  Endings 
very often beget beginnings.  While I regret 
leaving Lansing, I very much look forward 
to new opportunities in Kalamazoo and 
possibly beyond.  For the church the year 
ends with the end of Ordinary Time to be 
followed by a new year with the start of 
Advent.  This year ends on December 31 
to be followed by a new year on January 
1st.  The coming of fall means the dying off 
of vegetation that will sprout again in the 
spring.  The nature of things is that rarely is 

an ending really the end, it is an opportunity 
for something new.

This is what my faith tells me about mortal 
life.  Mortal life comes to end for all of us 
and some of us believe it makes way for 
a new way of being.  Very much like the 
change that comes in the fall and winter.  
While plants and trees appear dead, they 
aren’t actually dead, they are waiting to be 
reborn in an endless rhythm.  We have been 
doing a discussion at Edgewood on end of 
life decisions.  We have been talking about 
what is a good death, what do we want when 
we reach the end of our lives, and what do 
we want our loved ones to know about what 
makes life worth holding onto for us and 
when do we need to be allowed to let go.  
Part of the discussion is about how our faith 
informs our choices for ourselves and our 
choices for others.  What one believes about 
the rhythm of life will surely influence those 
choices.  I have sat by the bedside of persons 
who were dying and their belief about what 
happens when you die influenced their 
readiness to let go.  Those who believed 
there would be another life generally fell 
into two thoughts.  Some believed they 
were going into the presence of a stern and 
judgmental God and they feared how they 
would be judged.  Others believed they 
were going into the presence of a loving 

God and would be reunited with the souls of 
departed loved ones and they found peace 
in that belief.  I have had less contact with 
persons dying who did not believe there 
would be anything after death so I cannot 
speak from an informed place for them but I 
sense they would wrestle with whether they 
had accomplished all they could in this life 
or whether they had important unfinished 
business.  All of this to say, how we 
approach endings is very much influenced 
by whether we believe it is truly the end or 
the threshold of a new beginning.

Peace to you until we meet again, 
Rev. Bob Bond

LGBTA Dinner Group
No December Dinner

by Gary Hicks, Host

The monthly dinner 
will not be held in 
December because 
the organizer will be 

out-of-state and due to the busy holiday 
season.  The monthly dinner willreturn in 
January.  Happy holidays to all!
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(Continued on page 9)

History
from the Internet

An exceptionally rare photo of early 
members of the Mattachine Foundation. 
Pictured are Harry Hay (upper left, Apr 7), 
then (l-r) Konrad Stevens, Dale Jennings 
(Oct 21), Rudi Gernreich (Aug 8), Stan Witt, 
Bob Hull (May 31), Chuck Rowland (in 
glasses, Aug 24), Paul Bernard. Photo by 
James Gruber (Aug 21). (Click to enlarge.)

► 65 YEARS AGO: First Meeting of 
the “Society of Fools” (Mattachine 
Foundation): 

Nov. 11, 1950

Harry Hay (see Apr 7) had been kicking 
around the idea for several years. In 1948, 
he attended a party near the University 
of Southern California attended by gay 
men who supported the presidential 
campaign of Progressive Party candidate 
Henry Wallace. Sometime during the 
evening, a discussion ensued of Alfred 
Kinsey’s Sexual Behavior in the Human 
Male, which had been published earlier 
that year (see Jan 5). Someone brought 
up the Kinsey statistic that said that 37% 

had experienced at least one homosexual 
encounter and that 10% were more or less 
gay. To Harry, who had cut his teeth as a 
Communist and labor organizer, this seemed 
like an extraordinarily large number of people 
just waiting to be organized. That night, he 
he began drafting a five-page proposal, “The 
Call,” which envisioned an organization for 
the “androgynes of the world.” His first effort, 
Bachelors for Wallace, didn’t get anywhere. 
His second attempt, to form a Kinsey 
discussion group, also fizzled.

But the third time was the charm. Hay 
continued revising “The Call,” which by 
1950 envisioned an International Bachelors 
Fraternal orders for Peace and Social Dignity:

We, the androgynes of the world, have formed 
this responsible corporate body to demonstrate 
by our efforts that our psychology and 
psychological handicaps need be no deterrent 
in integrating 10 percent of the world’s 
population toward the constructive social 
progress of mankind.

In July, 1950, Hay met Rudi Gernreich 
(see Aug 8), a professional dancer and soon-
to-be famous fashion designer from Austria. 
Gernreich read “The Call” and told Hay, “It’s 
the most dangerous thing I’ve ever seen and 
I’m with you one hundred percent.” They 

took another stab at organizing a homosexual 
organization by distributing sixty copies 
of “The Call” at a gay beach below the 
Palisades. That, too, ended in failure. 
Gernreich then encouraged Hay to approach 
Bob Hull (see May 31), a student in 
Gernreich’s music class, and Hull’s friend 
and former lover, Chuck Rowland (see Aug 
24).  Hull then shared the idea with his then-
current boyfriend, Dale Jennings (see Oct 
21).

On November 11, the five met at Hay’s 
home on Red Hill in Silver Lake and formed 
the “Society of Fools,” with lofty ambitions. 
Hay’s forward-thinking contribution was to 
envision the group as a means of unifying 
“an oppressed cultural minority.” To Hay, 
being gay was more than just having sex. 
It was a way of life, with unique cultural 
aspects akin to an ethnic minority. Not 
everyone saw things that way. Jennings, for 
example, opposed the idea, contending that 
gay people were just exactly like everyone 
else except for who they wanted to have 
sex with. There was nothing special about 
being gay itself, and the issue wasn’t cultural 
liberation for gay people. For him, the real 
issue was sexual freedom for everyone 
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Out at Work
Vicious and Aggie 
Story

by Frank Vaca, 
LAHR Board

 
What do plays have 
to do with modern 
working ethics and 

morals?  Well if you keep to the script and 
keep your lines straight nobody would dare 
play upon them.  How do you empty out the 
bitterness and pretend everything is going 
smoothly as planned.  While hurting your 
customers and consumers close at hand 
by holding your uniqueness, talent, and 
nerve?   Have you ever sent someone down 
a road with no parking spots but felt like you 
did your duty?  If lgbt and working has ever 
given you a thought write something to me 
at vacaafrank@gmail.com

I was bestowed the honor of seeing Aggies 
Story starring the graceful and fine aged 
cast.   It’s a play about how to keep your wits 
to end of being out at a facility.  I asked the 
question about disengagement of the human 
spirit or being plain grumpy when you get 
older?  You should be a rocking out granny 
or grandpa buried with a rainbow flag.  The 
idea of happy and free did begin to sound 
tedious.  It occurred to me after I had seen 
something similar on::Shocking:: PBS called 
Vicious.

It’s a shame one won’t explain what you did 
right or wrong?  Is it that grey area of asking 
for a response or asking for their permission 
to be yourself.  You are allowed to make 
mistakes and you are allowed to dance while 
drinking slowly.  Never give up on trying to 
reach for those stars.

Do we allow ourselves to laugh or cry just 
because we left the cake out in the rain.  
Why do we think our lives evolve around 
others and not of ourselves?  One of my co 

workers actually had me laughing about 
going screaming down the halls when we 
were setting up Halloween decorations. 
There is an infinite amount of roles to be 
had.  Not all paying gigs mind you but the 
education is worth a lifetime of learning.  

I went to a domestic violence and sexual 
assault training where the trainer kept 
apologizing for having become bitter after 
everything they had seen. Thus I am worried 
about losing that human quality of caring 
and sharing.  

Such important personal items of you should 
matter. You can make your own history, but 
would you like to receive harshness as the 
gift of your present self?  This would lead 
to a questionable future.  Mind boggling 
conversation that I eased dropped at the 
bookstore.  Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identity resources are meant to be shared 
not stored in the grand old data bases of the 
internet or shelves.  

regardless of whether they were gay or 
straight. This controversy would carry on for 
much of the next two decades. But the real 
underlying importance of the new group, as 
Rowland later explained, went much deeper.

“To me, the gay culture idea was the 
cornerstone of the Mattachine. …we 
wanted to change the laws, and that was 
and is a worthy objective. But changing 
laws  laws is almost meaningless unless 
one changes the hearts of men, both 

homosexual and heterosexual, and 
the heart change is, to me, what the 
Mattachine was all about.”

The new society, initially, was in danger 
of going the way of the earlier attempts at 
organizing as they struggled to find new 
members. People would show up for a 
meeting but fail to return. April of 1951 
would bring a turnabout in the young 
group’s fortunes when Konrad Stevens 
and James Gruber (see Aug 21) joined and 
brought with them a new sense of urgency. 
Gruber also suggested the group rename 
itself the Mattachine Foundation, in honor 

(Continued from page 8)
History of the medieval masque troops known as 

“matachines” (originally spelled with one 
“t”), whose role it was to stand up and 
speak truth to power without regard to 
direct consequences. Hay loved the idea, 
Jennings scoffed and thought it was silly, 
but the group decided to accept Gruber’s 
suggestion, and for the next three years, 
they were the Mattachine Foundation.

[Sources: James T. Sears: Behind the Mask 
of the Mattachine: The Hal Call Chronicles 
and the Early Movement for Homosexual 
Emancipation (New York: Harrington Park 
Press, 2006): 113-120.

Healthcare
from the Internet

Inequality continues to plague the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
community in the United States, especially 
when it comes to healthcare.

Since the Affordable Care Act was 
passed in 2010, the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) has been 
commendably inclusive in providing 
coverage and guidance to prevent 
discrimination against transgender and 
gender non-conforming people under 
Section 1557 — yet these protections are 
not equally extended on the basis of sexual 
orientation.

The Department of Health and Human 
Services is currently accepting public 
comments on Section 1557 of the Affordable 
Care Act — which provides landmark 
protections, including marking the first time 
sex is covered as a protected class in the 
healthcare law..

Every day, LGBT people face discrimination 
in hospitals, and physician and healthcare 
provider offices across the country. Recent 
studies have shown that 56% of lesbian, 
gay, and bisexual patients and 70% of 
transgender patients have experienced 
harmful discrimination at the hands of a 
healthcare provider. This discrimination 
takes many forms, each painful — some 
even life threatening. LGBT people also 
face barriers to securing adequate health 
insurance coverage. In fact, prior to passage 

of the ACA, one in three lower income 
LGBT people were living without coverage..

Limiting protections to sex stereotyping and 
gender identity fails to fully protect everyone 
in the LGBT community. Incorporating 
sexual orientation within the definition of 
“sex” is essential to ensuring that LGBT 
individuals and families have access to the 
healthcare they deserve without fearing 
discrimination. In addition, it’s important 
that HHS hears that protecting transgender 
people is the right public policy.Join HRC 
in urging the Department of Health and 
Human Services to explicitly include 
sexual orientation within the definition 
of sex within Section 1557 and thank the 
Department for providing gender identity 
protections.
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(Continued from page 3)
Gloria Steinem
causes she worked for advanced the position of people of 
less power.  And she was only one voice of many voices 
that together made significant changes so our world is a 
little less unequal, a little more accessible for those that face 
barriers and obstacles.  When asked who would carry on 
the torch when 81 year old Steinem retires, she responded, 
“I always say, first of all, that I’m not giving up my torch, 
thank you very much,” she said to appreciative laughter 
from the audience. “But also, I’m using my torch to light 
other people’s torches. Because the idea that there’s one 
torch-passer is part of the bonkers hierarchical idea—and if 
we each have a torch, there’s a lot more light.”  And when 
asked what her beliefs were, she responded with, “Imagine 
we are linked not ranked”.  If we all thought about the layers 
of humanity, poverty, 
injustice, entitlement, 
privilege, inequality, we 
can all recount stories 
that show more or less 
privilege, inequity, or 
injustices.  Working toward 
one facet of inequality does 
not diminish or increase 
anyone else’s issues.  Just 
as promoting rights for 
women inevitably brings 
justice to all people, each 
cause is linked.  Everyone 
deserves equality.  
Everyone deserves 
advocacy.  We are linked, 
not ranked, and when we 
start seeing all of us as 
humankind instead of as 
individual causes, peace 
and justice could prevail. 

“Gloria Steinem Fast 
Facts”. CNN. September 6, 
2014. Retrieved November 
9, 2014.

Black, M. C., Basile, K. 
C., Breiding, M. J., Smith, 
S .G., Walters, M. L., 
Merrick,  M. T., Stevens, 
M. R. (2011). The National 
Intimate Partner and 
Sexual Violence Survey 
(NISVS): 2010 summary 
report. Retrieved from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control:  
http://www.cdc.gov/
ViolencePrevention/pdf/
NISVS_Report2010-a.pdf  
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SUNDAY
•	 First	Congregational	United	Church	of	Christ	(aka	First	Congregational	

UCC)	- Open & Affirming. Worship at 10:30am on Sundays. 210 W. Saginaw 
Hwy Grand Ledge.   fcgl.org • grandledgeucc@aol.com • 517.627.2336. 

•	 Williamston	United	Methodist	Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 
congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant	Life	Worship	Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First	Presbyterian	Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light	House	Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All	Saints	Episcopal	Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood	United	Church	of	Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian	Universalist	Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship	for	Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity	of	Greater	Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red	Cedar	Friends	Quaker	Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT	AA	meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Gay	Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand	River	Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre	at	Esquire	Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout	Gay	Men’s	Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan	Lesbian,	Gay,	Bisexual,	Transgender	&	Straight	Allies	of	Faith	Working	
for	Justice	for	All	- 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 Breaking	the	Silence: A Healing Group for Sexual Assault Survivors 7:00 - 8:30pm 
at Women’s Center of Greater Lansing. Using movement and dance, this group is 
designed for women who want to reconnect with their bodies.  Pre-registration required.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits	And	The	City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke	Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum,	Lansing	Womens	Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing	Community	College	Gay	Straight	Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR	Downtown	Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT	AA	meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR	Friday	Night	Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet	Support	Services,	Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our	advertising	rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR	Breakfast	Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ	Yoga	Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

•	 Intimate	Partner	Violence	Support	Group  12:00-1:30 pm at Women’s Center 
of Greater Lansing (this is a drop-in group)

VARIES
•	 Equality	Band	of	Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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