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LanSINGout 
Gay Men’s 
Chorus 
Enjoys a Busy 
Fall Season

 
by Peter Morse, LanSINGout  
Artistic Director

LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus has been 
very busy over the past few weeks.  On 
September 28, as part of the Lansing Area 
AIDS Network (LAAN) AIDS Walk, 
the Chorus performed and provided the 
luncheon for all walkers and LAAN staff.  
On Friday, November 7, LanSINGout will 
perform as part of the LAAN 10th Annual 
Red Ribbon Gala and Auction.  

The Chorus rehearses on Tuesday (and 
often Thursday) evenings in preparation 
for its upcoming major concert, Wishing 
You Peace and Joy: A Christmas Concert.  
Under the baton of Artistic Director 
Peter Morse and accompanied by David 
Wiseman, the Chorus will be joined by 
the Lansing First Presbyterian Handbell 
Choir and Organist, and a Michigan 
State University brass quintet.  Audience 
members will enjoy a wide variety of 
excellent men’s choral musical selections 
from Handel, 
modern spirituals, 
sacred music 
and light and fun 
whimsical secular 
tunes.  A Christmas 
Carol Singalong 
will make the 
evening complete.  
This is a wonderful 
event to help your 
family and friends 
of all ages begin 

Red’s Smokeshouse
by Jackie Randall

Red’s Smokehouse just 
opened in the Lansing 
City Market.  Owner 
and Chef Carol Smith 
along with her partner 
Jacke Randall. We 
started in June at the 

Allen St. Market Place, by renting the 
incubator kitchen to prepare food for the 
farmers market on Wednesdays as well 
as catering.  In July space opened at the 
Lansing City Market and September 3rd, 
was the official opening day.

Red’s is a Smokehouse style BBQ with 
twists in the most delightful ways.  Carol, 
AKA Red, has been cooking all her life, she 
studied the culinary arts and cooked from 
Northern Michigan to Tennessee, in as many 
jobs as a restaurant can have.  “I love feeding 
people good food - that is what makes me 
happy!”  Red takes a traditional approach to 
the low and slow cooking, smoking meats 
and vegetables with fruit and hardwoods to 
enhance their natural flavors. Using local and 
Michigan made or produced products, Red’s 
is committed to using fresh and seasonal 
products. The menu will change with the 
season and with the whim of Red - “I like 
trying new things, putting my spin on it 
and changing up the traditional dishes to 
something new and exciting.”

Open Tues-Fri 10-6 and Sat 9-5, call for 
large or special orders 48 hours before 
pick up. Facebook and Twitter

(517)489-0958
RedsSmokehouse14@gmail.com
325 City Market Dr

Note from Penny – “and the Cornbread is 
to die for…..I’m just sayin”

their Christmas activities with music 
and cheer!  LanSINGout will present the 
concert on Saturday, December 5, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 6, 
2014 at 3:00 p.m. in the Lansing First 
Presbyterian Church Sanctuary. 

It’s not too early to look ahead to Spring 
2015.  LanSINGout is already planning 
their spring major concert, Music From 
the Other Side:  Songs Traditionally Sung 
by Women.  The men are having a great 
time choosing music that they may not 
have sung in a typical men’s choral music 
concert.  LanSINGout will present the 
concert on Saturday, June 6, 2015 at 7:00 
p.m. and Sunday, June 7, 2015 at 3:00 
p.m. in the Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church Molly Grove Chapel.

The Chorus rehearses each Tuesday 
evening at the Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church Molly Grove Chapel.  For further 
information, contact the Chorus at info@
lansingout.org. You can follow the Chorus 
on their web page, www.lansingout.org or on 
Facebook at LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus.

Day light savings time ends Nov. 2
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Gay and Lesbian Student 
Invisibility in East Lansing 

Nightlife
Molly Stephens, 
LAHR Intern

This month, I have 
decided to write 
an article that is 

just drafted to spark some thought.  It is 
influenced by my personal experiences and 
is strictly observational.  The topic is built 
on the premise that there is an apparent 
absence of gay and lesbian identifiers 
taking part in the East Lansing “nightlife.”  
Additionally, this absence seems to be 
discouragingly paired with potential for 
heterosexual students (especially men) to 
act unwelcomely to gay and lesbian students 
and/or indecently and perversely towards 
lesbians, specifically.  It is important to 
note that, I cannot possibly identify every 
gay or lesbian student that may be hanging 
out at the bar.  However, it is easy to 
identify gay and lesbian couples, as well 
as those individuals that are very open in 
displaying their homosexual identity.  It is 
equally important to note that there may be 
bisexual students taking part in East Lansing 
nightlife, but if so, they are not openly 

engaging in any activities that would suggest 
their additional attraction to the same-sex. 

As a 5th year Senior at Michigan State, I 
have had plenty of opportunities to take 
part in East Lansing’s weekend festivities- 
themed house parties and special bar nights 
included (and let’s be honest, the “weekend” 
can be stretched to include every night of 
the week). Nevertheless, I have always been 
plagued by a striking absence of gay and 
lesbian students, especially gay and lesbian 
couples, taking part in the frenzy. What is 
fueling the existence of this phenomenon 
and how can it be amended? 

I did not openly identify with the gay 
community until about three years ago, and 
therefore, a large majority of my friends 
identify as heterosexual.  They enjoy the 
East Lansing nightlife, and I did too…
at least, until I realized that bridging my 
friendships between the gay community 
and the “straight” community would 
be disrupted by the complexities of the 
weekend social scene.  “I don’t go to East 
Lansing bars because everyone is ignorant,” 
said one of my gay friends recently, “let’s 
just stick to Spiral tonight so I don’t have 
to worry as much about guys harassing 
my girlfriend and I if we choose to hold 
hands,” said another. From my own personal 

experience I can surely say that there exists 
a lack of respect for the autonomy of lesbian 
couples in the E.L. party scene.  When two 
girls are legitimately holding hands, they 
become a sexualized spectacle for men…
perhaps attributed to fantasies cultivated by 
lesbian pornography.  But what can be done 
about “ignorance” if gays and lesbians avoid 
the scene?  Their limited appearance does 
not aid in constructing positive relationships 
with those who may disrespect openly 
homosexual individuals nor does it help 
foster a scene where the presence of gay 
individuals is not bewildering.  The whole 
situation makes you want to yell, “Why 
can’t we all just get along!” 

To wrap it up, given that this is a brief 
newsletter article and not an essay (I 
could go on forever), I must point out the 
perplexity of the non-existence of gay bars 
in East Lansing (which I can’t believe 
would be a zoning issue given that the 
most popular gay establishments exist in 
Lansing). I find this extremely strange given 
the large number of LGBTQ resources that 
are available to students on campus, not to 
mention the city of East Lansing is home to 
the seventh largest university in the United 
States in terms of enrollment. 

If you have any comments I would love to 
hear them - msteph311@gmail.com. 

Religion and Spirituality
by Stanley Jenkins, 
Presbyterian Church

(Publisher’s Note – 
Pastor Bonnie wrote 
her last article in the 
August issue.  Since 
then, I have two 
churches who have 

expressed interest in continuing the tradition 
of this article. – the United Church of Christ 
and the Presbyterian Church.  In October you 
read first article written by Ellen Ives of the 
UCC.  Here in November you will read the 
first article written by Stanley Jenkins of the 
downtown Presbyterian Church.  These two 
writers will alternate.  I am grateful that these 
volunteers have offered to share this space.)

The other day I was attending a gathering of 
Presbyterian clergy in the Lansing area. Once 
a month we gather to share a meal, support 
one another and engage in conversation. The 
topic for the day concerned “Religion and 
Spirituality”, two things increasingly seen in 
contrast in our culture. Typically religion is 

portrayed as a system of rigid dogmas while 
spirituality is portrayed as a more loose, but 
perhaps more authentic mode of existence.

Not surprisingly, the gathering comprised 
of men and women who are “professionally 
religious”, most of us objected to this 
characterization! And yet, it is not hard to see 
why religion—or perhaps, more specifically 
Christianity, speaking of what I know—has 
gotten such a bad reputation these days.  The 
public sphere for so long has been dominated 

by Christian voices of hatred, bigotry and 
ignorance that the public in general is to be 
forgiven if it is left with the impression that 
something is wrong with the institution, itself.

Nevermind that these voices are hardly 
representative, they are certainly loud and 
obnoxious enough to drown out other 
Christian voices of love, acceptance and 
joy. If I, myself, hadn’t had a very different 
experience of religion and the church, I 
would most certainly share in the impression 
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A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

Ready, Set, Vote!!!
The most common way  

people give up their power 
is by thinking they don’t have any.

- Alice Walker

No need to preach to the choir here.  If you 
are reading this newsletter, you are probably 
in the choir (figuratively if not literally).  You 
probably know how important this November 
election will be.  First of all, we will elect 
a new governor.  Secondly, this election 
could dramatically change the landscape of 
legislative government at the state and federal 
levels.  People and parties are polarizing 
around the issues.  Consequently, one-on-
one discussion about the issues may be even 
more important coming into this election than 
it was 2 years ago, particularly because of 
the shifting legal landscape around LGBTQ 
issues.  Everything is at stake.  Any small 
step you take helps.  Donating $5 to the 
campaign of a strategic candidate in another 
state really helps.  But more than the issues 

(Continued on page 5)

in any particular election, I am concerned 
about the disempowerment (and sometimes 
disenfranchisement) of many Americans.  
Many people will tell you that there is nothing 
that they can do – that no one in Washington 
or in Lansing is listening.  So I am hoping 
that each of you will educate at least one other 
person regarding the impact we can have 
when we work together.  

You are being asked to vote for all three 
levels of government, the executive (governor 
and lieutenant governor), the legislative 
(state senators and representatives) and the 
judiciary (justices of the Michigan supreme 
court, courts of appeals and the local circuit 
and district courts).  In addition, you will 
be voting on state and local proposals.  The 
gubernatorial (translate governor) race may 
very much depend upon the votes of those 
who, for whatever reason, don’t decide until 
the last minute.  Each person who is elected 
will affect your life in some way.  If the 
person is an incumbent (i.e., already holds the 
office and is running again), are you happy 
with what that official has been doing?  If so, 
give that official your vote of confidence.  If 
not, this is your chance to speak out and elect 
someone new.  If you don’t know, do some 
research or ask someone you think might be 
more knowledgeable.  Don’t be afraid to ask 
around.  Also, the Lansing Association for 
Human Rights Political Action Committee 

has rated the 
candidates on the 
LAHR website at 
www.lahronline.
org  At the top 
of the LAHR 
homepage follow 
the link where it 
says: “the results of 
the questionnaire 
can be found by 
clicking here.”

Some couples say 
that they would be 
canceling out each 
other’s votes, so 
why bother?  Tell 

that to a candidate who won or lost by only a 
few votes.  Also, there is something to be said 
for exercising a democratic right that people 
are fighting and dying for around the world 
even as I write this, including some people 
we know personally.   There was a time not 
that long ago when African-Americans were 
not permitted to vote.  There was a time 
even more recently when women were still 
not permitted to vote. Some people are in 
such abusive relationships that they cannot 
escape to get to the polls.  Some people are 
prevented from voting because of disabilities 
or lack of transportation.  Then there are the 
criminal, deceptive or just outrageous steps 
that some unscrupulous individuals take to 
prevent citizens from voting.  I consider it a 
privilege to vote in every election, no matter 
how “minor.”

And don’t forget the young adults who are 
new to this process.  Perhaps they need to 
discuss the candidates and the issues with 
someone who is more experienced.  The first 
time I was eligible to vote, I almost didn’t 
vote at all.  In the final few weeks, I decided 
that one of the presidential candidates must 
be worse than the other.  I read everything 
I could find about the candidates and the 
election and voted and I am very glad that I 
did. The internet may also be useful in urging 
your friends and relatives to vote, however, 
in this electronic age, personal contact is 
still very convincing. My mother has been 
known to distribute factual information 
about the candidates all over my hometown. 
She posts signs in the rear window of her 
car. She engages strangers, checkout clerks, 
bank tellers, anyone, in conversations about 
the issues and encourages them to vote. Go 
Mom! We can all do something and we must 
keep doing it until the results are in.   Some 
people do not know what to do, or are too 
busy or too shy to talk to people about the 
issues.  If this is true of you, then just send 
money, if you can afford it.  It takes money 
to win an election and it is a way of showing 
support for the candidate.  Bumper stickers 
and signs are also useful, and tee shirts are 
particularly useful, since they encourage 
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Paid for  by Citizens to Elect  Br ian McGrain | Rion Hol lenbeck,  Treasurer

    Thank you for the honor to serve you on the Ingham
County Commission. As your neighbor on Lansing’s
eastside, I am happy to be of assistance to you in any
way I can.   ―Brian McGrain

“

”

INGHAM COUNTY COMMISSIONER • DEMOCRAT

BRIAN MCGRAIN
REELECT

Transgender Day of 
Remembrance

by Madeleine 
Townsend, LAHR 
Board

There have been 
enormous gains for 
Transgender individuals 
in the last 5 years, 

primarily at the Federal level, but mainstream 
cultural acceptance continues to lag behind 
that of lesbians, gays, and bisexuals. The 
stigma associated with being Transgender 
requires transgender people to maintain 
constant vigilance against sudden violence, 
with transgender women more likely to be the 
targets.

According to the National Coalition Of Anti-
Violence Programs (NCAVP) report released 
this last March, severe violence against 
transgender and gender non-conforming 
people in the United States remains 
alarmingly high. Out of the 2,001 reports 
submitted to NCAVP that year, transgender 
survivors and victims represented 13% of the 
2,001 reports, highlighting a disproportionate 

impact of homicide against transgender 
people. Transgender women constituted 
13 of the 18 reported hate crime murder 
victims in 2013, and of them, all but one were 
transgender women of color.

In the last 12 months in Michigan there have 
been 4 transgender women shot, resulting in 
two deaths. The nature of the deaths of these 
women typify the extreme violence with 
which transgender women meet their deaths: 
one, killed by shotgun, was found in a trash 
bin dismembered and burned, and the other 
suffered a throat slashing and shots to the 
face.

Every November 20th transgender 
communities commemorate the Transgender 
Day of Remembrance, a day that 
memorializes those who have been killed as 
a result of hatred and fear of transgender and 
gender non-conforming people.

Equality Michigan, our state-wide LGBTQ 
rights organization, notes that Michigan is 
one of 18 states that do not include sexual 
orientation in their hate crimes law and one of 
22 states that do not include gender identity 
or gender expression in their hate crimes law. 

They indicate this lack of coverage allows 
the suspects of anti-gay or anti-transgender 
acts to avoid accountability for the biases that 
motivated their crime. Equality Michigan 
encourages people in Michigan supporting 
the bills to take action and contact their 
legislators: http://eqmi.us/elcra14  and show 
their support by sharing that link and using 
the hashtag #ELCRAforAll on social media. 
Unity Michigan, of which Equality Michigan 
is a member, has formed action teams for 
volunteers to help strengthen transgender 
ELCRA activism statewide.

This year’s observance will be held in East 
Lansing (MSU), November 20, 7pm on the 
banks of the Red Cedar River, under the Farm 
Lane Bridge.

(Continued from page 4)

Legal

face-to-face discussion.  And yard signs 
can be a powerful statement on behalf of a 
candidate or issue. We can all do something 
and we must keep doing it until the results 
are in. Volunteer efforts are being coordinated 
by various groups, online and in person, 
including party headquarters.  
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LGBT Dinner Group 
November LGBT Dinner
At Claddaugh Irish Pub !  

Friday, November 21, at 6:30 
pm
by Gary Hicks, Host

Join your LGBT friends and 
neighbors for a casual autumn 

dinner on Friday evening, November 21, at 6:30 pm at 
the Claddaugh Irish Pub in Eastwood Towne Center.  
Claddagh’s features fish and chips, shepard’s pie, 
macaroni and cheese and other pub favorites. Their menu 
can be viewed at www.claddaghirishpubs.com/menus . 
After dinner, some diners may opt to see a movie at the 
nearby NCG Movie Theater.! !

These monthly dinners are held the third Friday of each 
month at a different restaurant in the greater Lansing 
area, and we usually average about fifteen diners, 
including a Lansing couple that has been together for 
more than 45 years. Everyone is welcome to attend, 
either on your own or with a friend, family member, 
partner, or spouse. Students from area colleges are also 
welcome to attend and meet and mingle with more 
permanent LGBT residents. ! !

Please RSVP to your host Gary at hickslaw@gmail.com 
by Friday, November 21, at 3 pm if you plan to attend so 
we can request appropriate seating.

of religion as a hateful system of control 
and shaming. No wonder so many people 
with an interest in the deeper modes of 
human existence prefer to call themselves 
“spiritual” as opposed to “religious”!

In any case, I was moved during this 
gathering of my colleagues to ponder 
for myself just what it is that I value in 
“religion”, itself—organized religion. It 
is certainly true that you don’t have to 
go to church or believe in God to be a 
good person.  It is equally true that going 
to church and believing in God, in and 
of itself, is no guarantee of being a good 
person.  So why bother?  Why not go 
commune with nature or join a political 
organization dedicated to social justice?

While these are certainly good things to 
do, for me it comes down to Mystery—
capital “M” Mystery. There is a facet of 
my human existence that transcends me as 
an individual, a deep abyss of meaning, of 
longing, of loving. This Mystery includes 
levels of awe and trepidation, joy and 
ecstasy, beyond knowing. Quite simply, 
religion allows me a ritualized entrance to 
an encounter with the Mystery.

It is at heart a communal experience, 
I need my brothers and sisters to 
access the Mystery. I encounter it 
in the Art of liturgy, in music and 
pageantry, in rituals and silence, in 
words and in laughter, in joining in, 
pitching in, collaborating on a great 
communal work.

Personally, I refer to the Mystery 
as “God” which I know in Jesus 
Christ, but it is clear to me that 
the Mystery itself could never be 
reduced to a name or to human 
utterances. Others, undoubtedly, 
have other names and rituals through 
which they encounter the Mystery. 
At the end of the day, however, I, 
myself, just don’t know any other 
way to access the Mystery than in 
religion, in organized ritual. I’d love 
to hear what you have to say on the 
matter. If you have any comments 
you can reach me at sjenkins@
lansingfirstpres.org. 

In any case, I look forward to 
discussing with you in these 
pages such things as religion and 
spirituality, social justice and 
whatever else comes up. Thanks 

(Continued from page 3)
Religion & Spirituality
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(Continued on page 10)

Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Other Issues Beyond 
Marriage

Even as we celebrate 
impressive victories in 
the push for marriage 

equality, we in the LGBT community 
acknowledge that other challenging issues 
remain on our agenda. There’s the persistent 
high rate of HIV infections, the struggles 
to expand transgender rights, and the 
remarkable fact that even in 5 states allowing 
same-sex marriage, people can lose their job 
for being gay.

For many, the top priority after marriage 
equality is federal legislation that would 
outlaw a broad range of discrimination 
against lesbians, gays, bisexuals and 
transgender people. There’s no federal law 
now, and more than half the states do not 
ban discrimination by employers or public 
accommodations based on sexual orientation.

There’s unquestionably no good reason — if 
you can get married — why you should be 
denied a hotel room or a job.  In Indiana, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Utah, and Virginia 
you can get married and be fired the same 
day for having gotten married.

Anti-LGBT discrimination is among several 
issues likely to gain more attention following 
the Supreme Court’s October 6 decision to 
turn away appeals by five states seeking to 
preserve their bans on same-sex marriage – a 
total surprise to everyone in both the gay and 
straight legal community. 
The number of gay-
marriage states is expected 
to rise to 35 soon.

A look at a few of the 
challenges that persist:

NON-DISCRIMINATION

For all our improvements, 
the LGBT community 
remains deeply discouraged 
by the lack of federal 
legislation barring 
discrimination based on 
sexual orientation or gender 
identity.

The Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, first 
introduced into Congress 

in 1974, finally passed the Senate last 
November, with 10 Republicans joining 
Democrats in a 64-32 vote. But GOP leaders 
in the House of Representatives refuse to 
take up the measure.  

Gay-rights groups are looking ahead to the 
next session of Congress.  A forceful push for 
a comprehensive LGBT civil rights bill that 
would seek anti-bias protections even beyond 
the workplace — in realms such as housing 
and access to credit – will be aggressively 
pursued.   

Outside of Congress, the LGBT community 
will keep pressing for state and local anti-
bias laws. Only 21 states have employment 
non-discrimination laws that cover sexual 
orientation; only 18 also cover gender 
identity.

HIV/AIDS
News regarding HIV and AIDS is sobering.
According to the latest data from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, gay and 
bisexual men, about 2 percent of the U.S. 
population, accounted for 62 percent of new 
HIV infections. Each year, about 50,000 new 
infections are tallied.  

Everyone, particularly those under age 50, 
should see the HBO documentary by Larry 
Kramer called “The Normal Heart”.  If you 
didn’t live through the AIDS crisis, then “The 
Normal Heart” is a must-see documentary.

TRANSGENDER RIGHTS
Transgender-rights activists view their own 
array of causes in a good-news, bad-news 
context.
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All I’m Saying
by Dan Boutell

Catholic Church,  
ok to be Gay?

I just read an article 
about the Catholic 
Church seemingly 

stating that Gay people should be accepted 
by the Church.  What??

Part of the Statement from the Vatican said 
this:
“Homosexuals have gifts and qualities 
to offer to the Christian community.  Are 
we capable of welcoming these people, 
guaranteeing to them a fraternal space 
in our communities?  Often they wish 
to encounter a church that offers them a 
welcoming home.  Are our communities 
capable of providing that, accepting and 
valuing their sexual orientation, without 
compromising Catholic doctrine on the 
family and matrimony?”

Liberals praised this as proof that the 
Catholic Church was finally “coming out” 
(you see what I did there?) and saying 

they were ok with the Gay community. 
Conservatives, on the other hand, had a fit.

This caused the Church to back pedal 
a little bit.  In a statement, the Vatican 
said the report on gays and lesbians was 
a “working document,” and not the final 
word from Rome. 

It appeared for a while that the Catholic 
Church was finally going to try to catch up 
to its congregations.  Everyone knows that 
many Catholics are among the most liberal 
of all faiths.  Most of them have accepted 
the gay community for a while now.  It 
just seemed refreshing that it looked like 
the Vatican was finally catching up.

Then the back pedal came.  I’m guessing 
it was because of conservatives.  Honestly, 
an organization as large as the Catholic 
Church can’t afford to alienate a large 
portion of its base.  So, when you come 
out with something as progressive as 
accepting the gays, there is bound to be 
some backlash.

I will say that Pope Francis has been a 
beacon of hope for many Catholics.  He 
seems to be more in touch with regular 
Catholics than any other Pope before 
him in recent times.  I am not a religious 

person, nor was I brought up Catholic 
but, if I was, I would be very excited right 
now.

Of course, you have to look at the other 
end of the spectrum.  Recently, Cardinal 
Raymond Burke said: 

“We wouldn’t, if it were another kind 
of relationship — something that was 
profoundly disordered and harmful 
— we wouldn’t expose our children 
to that relationship, to the direct 
experience of it. And neither should we 
do it in the context of a family member 
who not only suffers from same-sex 
attraction, but who has chosen to 
live out that attraction, to act upon it, 
committing acts which are always and 
everywhere wrong, evil.”

Just when you think things are looking up, 
you always have to look down to see who 
is trying to drag you into the dirt again.  
I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again. We 
will never truly evolve as a species until 
we can give up hate.

Tell me what you think. Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome. Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com .
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Then & Now
There’s relief over recent legal victories for people who lost jobs because they were 
transgender. And there’s inspiration over the positive portrayals of transgender characters 
on TV shows such as “Orange is the New Black” and 
“Transparent.”

Negative stereotypes, however, are still extensive 
and violence persists — notably attacks on black and 
Hispanic transgender women. Another problem is that 
many transgender people have difficulty getting needed 
health care.

Among the groups expanding work on transgender issues 
is the National Center for Lesbian Rights. The Center 
is promoting rights of transgender students and is also 
promoting transgender-inclusive policies for student 
athletes.  Shannon Minter, the Center’s legal director, 
said: “Every day, LGBT people are fired from their 
jobs, kicked out of families, and stigmatized in their 
communities.  Our future work must assure that every 
LGBT person, no matter who they are or where they live, 
enjoys equality, dignity, and justice.”

Duane Mooney & Gregory Serrano
October 13, 2014

14 years
Married March 22, 2014

Support 
United Way  
and LAHR
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The 2014 Capital Area United Way 
Campaign has began.  For those who 
designated LAHR and its services during 
the 2013 campaign, LAHR wishes to 
extend a “thank you” to those generous 
contributors for your support.  LAHR’s 
services include donations to groups 
and special projects,  discussion groups, 
Newsletter, social activities and events, web 
site and list services, networking activities, 
educational activities, and other projects, 
such as our grants program, helping to make 
the Lansing area LGBT community a better 
place to live.

Working in partnership with the United 
Way, we want to make sure you are aware 
of the vital part you play in providing 

much needed support and services for our 
community.  LAHR has been in continuous 
service since it began in 1979. Without the 
support from United Way, LAHR would 
significantly have to reduce our community 
services, which have been in continuous 
updating and improvement in recent years.

If you wish to designate your United Way 
contribution to LAHR in the 2014 United 
Way campaign, please write LAHR’s name 
and address – (Lansing Association for 
Human Rights, P.O. Box 14009, Lansing, 
MI 48901-4009) – on your pledge card, and 
check the appropriate box so that the United 
Way may inform us of your kindness and so 
we may verify the funding.  Please note that 
you will not find LAHR listed in your pledge 
information and you must write the above 
information on your pledge sheet/form to 
make a designation.

Your generosity is important to our agency, 
and we welcome the opportunity to show 
our appreciation.  Thank you for your 
support of LAHR and the Capital Area 
United Way.  Together we can make a 
difference!!
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SUNDAY
•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 

congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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