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MSU Homecoming
Mark your calendars as Homecoming is early this year.  The 
MSU LGBT Homecoming Party is scheduled for Friday night, 
September 26, 2014 at the Kellogg Center.

25 Years of Singing: A Silver Celebration 
Saturday, May 31st, 7:00 PM 

Sunday, June 1st, 3:00 PM
Lansing First Presbyterian Church 

Molly Grove Chapel

Local Civil 
Rights 
Update
by Phil Parmelee, 
LAHR Board

2013 proved to 
be a banner year for LGBT rights in the 
Greater Lansing area. Three out of four area 
townships passed and adopted their own non-
discrimination ordinances late in the year. 
Each one came with either public opposition 
or opposition from fellow township board 
members. Coverage includes protections from 
discrimination in public accommodations, 
housing, employment, and include gender 
identity and expression. The resolve of 
the boards at Delhi, Meridian and Delta 
Townships are to be commended for taking 
up the cause for those that could not do so for 
themselves. 

Michigan 
Opinions- 
BSA
by Molly Stephens, 
LAHR Intern

I am currently in the process of 
applying for Institutional Review 
Board (IRB) research approval. 
I am planning to investigate the 
current perspectives of BSA leaders 
on the issue of LGBTQ inclusion. 
The Michigan Crossroads Council 
(MCC) is a local council of the 
BSA that coordinates and oversees 
program, properties, and personnel, 
in the lower peninsula of Michigan. 
The MCC is then split up into four 
sub-councils, also known as “Field 
Service Councils,” and these councils 
are then divided into nine “districts.” 
The Water and Woods Field Service 
Council serves 27 counties in east, 
central, and northeast Michigan, 
including Ingham, Eaton, and Clinton 
counties. These counties also make up 
the Chief Okemos District. 

I will focus my research on the Chief 
Okemos District (for now) and will 
hopefully, if all goes smoothly, have 
the ability to gather data from other 
districts within the Water and Woods 
Field Service Council. I plan to gather 
data through conducting surveys 
with troop leaders and the district 
chairman, commissioner, and director. 
The survey will request opinions on 
the inclusion of openly gay youth (I 
am interested to see how things are 
going post-policy change) and will ask 
questions regarding the potential for 
inclusion of LGBTQ leaders. As long 
as my research is approved by the IRB, 
I will be able to publish the results and 
the data can be kept, built upon, and 
used freely by the Lansing Association 
for Human Rights. 

In Delhi Township, it was Clerk Evan Hope 
who spearheaded their effort. Full support of 
the entire board helped speed the timeline, 
adopting their ordinance in record time on 
October 1st with unanimous passage. 

(According to Section 20-14 of their 
ordinance, any complaints in violation of 
the ordinance in Delhi Township should 
be handled by contacting the township 
manager’s Administrative Assistant Tricia 
Vander Ploeg (517-694-2137) within 180 
days of the alleged violation.)

In Meridian Township, it was board Trustee 
Angela Wilson who introduced and led their 
human relations ordinance to passage on 
November 7th. It passed 6-1, with Trustee 
Milton Scales casting the single “nay” vote. 

(According to Section 30-40 of their 
ordinance, any person claiming a violation 
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Albion College Experience

Dear Reader,

Once a month it is my pleasure to write “Dear Reader”.  I have that privilege as president of LAHR.  Although 
I know it’s coming up every month it is not until our publisher alerts us that the deadline is approaching that I 
know what I am going to write.  This month is no different.    

So the deadline for the May issue is today, April 15th, important because I have just returned from a visit to a class at Albion College 
to represent LAHR. Today three of us, board members of LAHR,  shared our stories, ideas and hopes with students in a Human 
Services Class there taught by a LAHR member and supporter, David Arend.   The focus being on diversity 

We were representing such diversity as a young white gay male, thank you, Frank Vaca; a 30 something Hispanic, Irish bisexual 
woman, single parent mother of three, thank you Dalena Cross; and myself, a white, old partnered lesbian.  

The students were interested, polite and engaged in our presentations. They asked questions, looked over the publications Frank 
brought to share, and listened politely.  Some of the questions we were asked were about politics and our priorities of change. 

One such question was what were our strategies for activism?  Was it more effective to get ordinances passed on the local level or to 
concentrate on the more inclusive issue of marriage on the state and federal level?   Frank responded with information on the project 
board member Phil Parmalee is working on; the state-wide campaign to get non-discrimination policies passed and enforced on the 
local level. 

Dalena talked about her activism in support of survivors of sexual support, and how important it was to her to have that experience 
with this important issue.  How crucial it was to her as a student to step outside of her personal story in working with others.  Her 
involvement with her church was also of interest to these students in an affiliated college.  

As soon as I heard that a requirement of the class was volunteering once a week at a human services agency, and that two of the 
agencies providing opportunities for the students, service old people, I of course had to share my experience. I shared information 
about the experiences of prospective and current residents dealing with facilities that lacked any cultural competency training to deal 
sensitively and professionally with those of us who are old and LGBT.  

It was a grand experience for the three of us, for LAHR, and we hope for the students as well.  One never knows for sure what is 
taken in by those who we speak to and with, but wouldn’t we all have been delighted to have exposure to a LAHR when we were 
growing up.  

A hearty thank you the students of David Arend’s class at Albion college and to David for his invitation and support.  

Sincerely, Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued from page 1)

Civil Rights

(Continued on page 4)

should file a signed complaint within 60 
days of the alleged violation. Contact Interim 
Human Resources Director Joyce Marx at 
517-853-4210)

And in Delta Township, Township Supervisor 
Ken Fletcher led the charge in their endeavor. 
They too worked diligently over many weeks, 
making sure the finished ordinance was as 
logical, inclusive and legally unambiguous 
as possible. (Much thanks to Trustee Jeff 
Hicks for his hard work and legal expertise in 
shaping the document.)

(According to Section 27-13 of their human 
rights ordinance, claimants may file with 
the Complaint Review Committee within 
180 days. Contact Delta Township Manager 
Richard Watkins at 517-323-8590.)

Lansing Township is the only area township 
that has yet to begin proceedings on their 
own ordinance, despite encouragement from 
One Capital Region, Lansing Association 
for Human Rights and Meridian Township 
Trustee Angela Wilson back in July. Their 
doing so would complete the coverage in 

Equality Band to Kickoff 
2014 Season
New Members wanted

Gary Hicks, Band Director

The Equality Band of Michigan, a statewide 
band that supports LGBT equality, will 
kickoff its 2014 Pride season with a rehearsal 
on Sunday afternoon, May 4, at 4 pm at 
Turner Park, located at the corner of Grand 
River Avenue and Turner St. in Old Town 
Lansing.  
In case of 
inclement 
weather, the 
band will 
meet at 1212 
Center St. in 
Old Town, 
just north 
of the Thai 
Restaurant.

The Equality 
Band performs 
annually at 
Pride events 
across the state 
and has also 

performed on the field at Equality Night at 
the Lugnuts at Cooley Law School Stadium 
in each of the last three years.

New members are always welcome, 
and no auditions are required. If you 
played an instrument in high school and 
would like to join the band, just come 
to our first rehearsal on May 4. For 
more information about the band, send 
an e-mail to equalitybandmichigan@
gmail.com or visit our website at www.
equalitybandofmichigan.com .

Equality Band marching in 2013 West Michigan Pride 
Parade in downtown Grand Rapids
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Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Marriage Options

Ultimately, a decision 
extending the blessings 
of marriage to same-sex 
couples in Michigan and 

the other 28 states which have constitutional 
bans on marriage equality will have to come 
from the U.S. Supreme Court.  Here are 5 
ways that the Court could handle this issue.

Marriage Equality For All, Plus 
Heightened Scrutiny of All Anti-Gay 
Laws: A question in every gay rights case 
is whether ALL laws that engage in anti-
gay discrimination must be subjected to 
“heightened scrutiny” (intensified analysis 
using very specific tests) by the courts.  If 
the Supreme Court holds they are subject 
to such scrutiny, it would not only lead to 
marriage equality in every state, but it would 
also make it virtually impossible for any 
anti-gay law to withstand scrutiny anywhere 
in the country.  Both the New Mexico 
Supreme Court and the Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals (having jurisdiction over federal 
courts in Connecticut, New York, and 
Vermont) have held that anti-gay laws are 
subject to heightened scrutiny.

Marriage Equality For All, Chuck 
Heightened Scrutiny: The Supreme Court 
has been reluctant to take a position on the 
question of heightened scrutiny, repeatedly 
issuing pro-gay decisions that dodge this 
important question.  Indeed, Judge Shelby’s 
decision in the Utah case of Kitchen v. 
Herbert offers them a roadmap leading 
them to this outcome — the right to marry is 
itself protected by the Constitution without 
resolving the fate of other anti-gay laws.  
A summary of Judge Shelby’s decision 
can be found at:  https://www.mediafire.
com/?k63c796b8mw0q4z

Chuck Utah, But Anti-Gay States Must 
Recognize Other States’ Marriages: Even 
the Court’s progressive wing has indicated 
that it would prefer to bring about marriage 
equality in incremental steps.  However, in 
the 6 months post Windsor, the number of 
states with marriage equality has increased 
from 12 to 18.  

To skirt the issue, the Court could take 
the Obergefell case, a case brought by a 
widower and his [dead] spouse seeking to 

have their Maryland marriage recognized by 
the state of Ohio.  

The Obergefell judge ruled:  “Under the 
Constitution of the United States, Ohio 
must recognize valid out-of-state marriages 
between same-sex couples on Ohio death 
certificates, just as Ohio recognizes all other 
out-of-state marriages, if valid in the state 
performed, and even if not authorized nor 
validly performed under Ohio law. 

“That is, once you get married lawfully in 
one state, another state cannot summarily 
take your marriage away, because the right 
to remain married is properly recognized as 
a fundamental liberty interest protected by 
the Due Process Clause of the United States 
Constitution.”

This decision effectively holds Section 2 of 
DOMA (Defense of Marriage Act), a federal 
law that allows states to refuse to recognize 
same-sex marriages granted under the laws 
of other states, unconstitutional.

Siding with this couple, the Court would 
allow couples in Michigan to get married — 
and would require Michigan and all other 
states to honor those marriages. 

Chuck Utah, But Strike State 
Constitutional Bans On Marriage 
Equality: A Texas case concerning 
whether the lesbian mayor of Houston can 
extend employee benefits to the same-sex 
spouses of legally married city employees 
notwithstanding a 2001 voter-approved City 
Charter amendment prohibiting these same-

sex benefits is pending.  The amendment, 
however, explicitly permits benefits to be 
provided to “legal spouses” of employees.  

This case would allow the justices to abolish 
state constitutional amendments prohibiting 
marriage equality or other marital benefits 
from being extended to same-sex couples, 
while still permitting states to engage in anti-
gay discrimination in other areas.

the Greater Lansing region and we encourage 
them to follow their neighboring townships to 
initiate, pass and adopt their own ordinance and 
close the gaps in coverage for the local LGBT 
community. Here are the phone numbers/email 
addresses in which to extend encouragement 
to the individual Lansing Township Board 
members:

Supervisor Kathleen Rodgers: 517-485-2272 
rodgerskm@lansingtownship.org
Clerk Susan Aten: 517-485-4063 
Clerkaten@lansingtownship.org
Treasurer Leo Rodgers: 517-485-7115 
leorodgers@lansingtownship.org
Lansing Township Trustees may be reached via 
email at:
Tracie Harris: tharris@lansingtownship.org  
Diontrae Hayes: dhayes@lansingtownship.org  
William Donald: wdonald@lansingtownship.org  
John Broughton: jbroughton@lansingtownship.
org  

(Continued from page 3)

Civil Rights
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

by Christina Redmond

Did you 
know…
May is National Foster 
Care Month! 

Approximately 14,000 
Michigan children are in foster care at any 
given time. Have you decided what you will 
be doing this month to recognize the role 
that each of us plays in the lives of children 
in foster care?  Throughout this month, child 
placing agencies and organizations across 

the state will pay tribute to foster parents, 
family members, mentors, and child welfare 
professionals who work towards finding 
permanence for our youth in care day in and 
day out.  This is not only a time to recognize 
those that make such a difference in the lives 
of a foster child, but it is also an opportunity 
for a recommitment to “raise hope and 
foster dreams” for so many innocent 
children that often do not have a voice!

If you have ever posted a flyer about 
the need for foster parents, donated care 
packages for a child in care to receive, 
made a blanket for an infant in foster care, 
sacrificed your time to mentor a youth when 
no one else would, or advocated in any way 
to help a foster child in care, WE WHOLE 
HEARTEDLY THANK YOU!  Because of 
you, the total number of children in foster 
care has decreased over the years.  But more 
help is still needed…

No matter who you are, or how much time 
you have to give, you 
can help raise hope and 
foster dreams for one of 
the 600 children in care 
here in Ingham County.

To find out how you 
can help a child in care, 

email Christina Redmond at redmondc2@
michigan.gov or call 517-775-2693.

Ingham County DHS is hosting its next 
Orientation on Tuesday, May 13th from 9am 
– 12pm and again on Thursday, May 22nd 
from 5pm – 8pm 

at the Ingham County Human Services 
Building (Door 3) located at 5303 S Cedar 
Street, Lansing, Michigan 48911

Can’t make this time? We can schedule an 
orientation at your home to answer all of 
your questions about being a foster parent or 
how you can help a child in care!  Just call 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist, at 
517-775-2693 to schedule a convenient time 
and see how you can make a difference in 
the life of a foster child.   

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist

Addressing the Wound 
and Not the Issue
by Michael T. Robinson, LAHR Intern

In a case study of bullying in Queensland 
schools by Dr. Ken Rigby, he analyzed 
various schools that have implemented 

elements of restorative justice in response to bullying. Although the 
data listed the types of bullying—cyber, physical, social, etc., there 
wasn’t qualitative information as to what the cases were actually 
about, such as if someone was targeted for their sexual orientation, 
if race was a factor, or anything else that society doesn’t like to 
imagine children doing. The problem with that mindset is that we 
ignore that children are constantly processing and reiterating what 
they see. Truthfully, we are far from equality, and children who 
have only been taught what is or has been, instead of what could 
be, are going to follow the status quo. 

One of the things that was mentioned in Dr. Rigby’s case study 
was for faculty to have more programs to address bullying to 
students, and for there to be a whole school approach—getting 
the whole community involved including students, teachers, and 
parents. This is definitely something that can aide tremendously, 
but having community discussion in response to an act of 
bullying alone does not well enough address discrimination. If 
a child is bullying a peer by using discriminatory jokes, then 
yes, one can sit down with the student and maybe they will 
understand that those jokes made their peer uncomfortable, 
but unless they know some history and what is behind those 
jokes, there will likely not be any deeper change, and they will 
continue to say them—just perhaps not to the student who got 
them in trouble for it.

(Continued on page 6)
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Addressing the Wound

LGBT Dinner Group 
Dinner at Finley’s 
American Grill

May 16, 6:30 p.m.
by Gary Hicks, Host

The May LGBT dinner 
will be held at Finley’s 
American Grill, 6300 

S. Cedar St. in Lansing on Friday, May 
16, at 6:30 pm. Finley’s features prime rib, 
steaks, seafood, chicken, and sandwiches. 
Enjoy your meal with one (or more) of the 25 
Michigan craft beers on tap.

All members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community, including students, are welcome 
to attend these monthly dinners.  We usually 
average about 10 to 15 friendly people, and 
newcomers are always welcome.  Bring a 
partner/spouse, friend, family member or 
come on your own and meet some people in 
our community.  These informal dinners
are usually held the third Friday of each 
month at a different restaurant in the Lansing 
area and provide an opportunity to socialize 
over a casual meal.

Please RSVP to Gary at hickslaw@gmail.
com by 3 pm on Friday, May 16, if you
plan to attend so we know how much seating 
to request.

An Update on Elderly 
LGBT Project
by Jillian Knapp, 
LAHR Intern

To recap, my project 
consists of LAHR 
board members and 
I creating a survey to 
hand out to Lansing 

senior housing facilities and nursing homes 
on the matters of senior centers affirming 
environments for elderly LGBT individuals. 
Some of the questions include LGBT 
specific training of staff, LGBT information 
provided to residence, anti-discrimination 
polices, and LGBT marketing efforts. I have 
been conducting phone interviews with 
nursing home social service directors and 
senior apartment directors. Some interesting 
findings I have collected from the data so 
far is that 57% of the currently surveyed 
Lansing senior facilities have an affirmative 
action statement for staff and residence that 
includes a statement of nondiscrimination 
based on sexual orientation. Also 85% 
of currently surveyed Lansing senior 
facilities have an anti-harassment policy 
that specifically forbids homophobic or 
heterosexist comments or harassment. 

Finally I have found that none of the so far 
surveyed Lansing senior facilities provide 
LGBT sensitivity material for staff.  Some 
of the facilities were interested in LAHR 
providing them with this material though. 
SAGE, Services and Advocacy for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transsexual Elders, 
has many great publications that I am 
going to soon provide for the Lansing 
senior centers that do not have elderly 
LGBT sensitivity material. An example 
of SAGE’s publications is “Inclusive 
Services for LGBT Older Adults: A Practical 
Guide to Creating Welcoming Agencies.” 
This informational pamphlet talks about 
the social situations that elderly LGBT 
individuals are in and 
certain policies and 
programs that could 
be more inclusive of 
elderly LGBT people. 
To look at the full 
pamphlet and other 
publications by SAGE 
visit them at http://
www.sageusa.org/
resources/publications-
list.cfm. 

Another observation that I made while 
surveying the Lansing senior apartments is 
that most of the directors would mention 
that they were under the Fair Housing 
Act. Michigan Fair Housing act states that 
“under federal and state law, no person shall 
be subjected to discrimination because of 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin in the sale, rental or 
advertising of dwellings, in the provision of 
brokerage services, or in the availability of 
residential real estate-related transactions.”1  
The cities of Lansing and East Lansing also 
prohibit discrimination based on age, height, 
weight, sexual orientation, student status, use 
of adaptive devices or aids and legal source 
of income. The cities’ Fair Housing Act does 
not prohibit discrimination based on gender 
identity though.  This can be problematic for 
the Transgendered community. Also even 
though many Lansing senior apartments 
claim that they are under the Fair Housing 
Act this does not protect elderly LGBT 
individuals from harassment by staff and 
residence. 

I am still working hard to conduct more 
interviews and to collect data. As always 
next month I will give you an update on 
how my project is going. If readers have 
any information or stories about their 
experiences with health care facilities or 
senior centers feel free to share it with me at 
knappjil@msu.edu.

1. “Community Development: Fair Housing.” City 
of East Lansing. N.p., 2012. Web. 14 Apr. 2014. 
<https://www.cityofeastlansing.com/fairhousing/>.

Many current practices are covering a major 
wound with a miniature bandage; real 
change needs to come from understanding 
what patterns there are in who is bullied, and 
for what reasons. Long term goals need to be 
kept in mind when trying to find resolutions 
to this issue, opposed to only building safety 
in the school, and furthermore, the solution 
need not come from more programs and 
work for the teachers, but instead from 
an updated curriculum that doesn’t hide 
children from the troubled history humanity 
has faced. Instead of only telling children 
what not to do, schools should better equip 
them to make a judgment of what is right 
or wrong, and why. If self-reflection and 
critical thinking were given as much value as 
math or science in k-12 education, we would 
not only see less bullying, but also a more 
conscious and compassionate youth. 

Mother’s Day is May 11
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All I’m Saying
by Dan Boutell

Sarcasm is a Lost Art 

I’m going off on a 
tangent again. I know, 
I’m writing for an LGBT 
newsletter and should 

not stray too far off topic but, sometimes I 
must.

I love sarcasm. I worship people who have 
mastered it and those who have a very sharp 
wit. I also am one of those people. I’m not 
saying I love myself, because that would be 
narcissistic but, I’m pretty happy with who 
I am.

Sarcasm is becoming a lost art. I honestly 
think people don’t use their brains the way 
they used to and thus, can’t grasp the simple 
concept of sarcasm. I’m not saying people 
are getting more stupid, well in a way I 
am, but, I’m saying with the advent of the 
Smartphone, we really don’t have to think 
anymore and therein lies the problem.

Here’s an example. You are having a 
conversation over dinner with your friends.  

One of you mentions something about 
Socrates (I know, I’m really reaching here). 
Instead of asking a question and having a 
philosophical debate (you see what I did 
just there?), you whip out your phone and 
research who Socrates is and some other 
random stats about him. Then the check 
comes and you need to figure out the tip. 
Again, you pull out your phone (honestly, 
you’ve probably never had it out of your 
hand the entire time you’ve been there), and 
look up on your phone what 20% of $25 
dollars is. If I had been in the restaurant with 
you, I’d be twitching in the corner by now 
but, I digress.

Sarcasm is truly lost online. Most people 
can pick up on verbal clues and inflections 
from people when they are being sarcastic. 
Over the internet on places like Facebook 
and twitter, those clues aren’t available. 
Also, since people don’t think the way they 
used to, the message gets totally lost.  I can’t 
tell you how often I make some sarcastic 
comment on something and I get a barrage 
of questions that honestly, make me giggle 
and feel sad at the same time.

Let me give you an example. Someone 
commented on something that I said with, 
“Your to funny.”  Yes, exactly like that.  
My comment was, “Thanks, I know I are”. 

Their comment back was “I think you meant 
*am”. My inner dialogue wanted to type 
back, “I think I was simply making fun of 
your incorrect grammar you doofus.”  But, I 
didn’t.  I just let it go. I do have a couple of 
friends that actually like my daily comments 
and posts on Facebook.  I give them a 
giggle or two for the day.  I actually had 
a friend whose son’s friend requested me 
because he told her I was hilarious. I know a 
teenager that thinks I’m funny!  My world is 
complete. -- Sarcasm, by the way.

Anyway, sometimes when you think 
someone is being a jerk online, re-read what 
they wrote. Try to put sarcastic inflections in 
it as you read it back. Whether they actually 
were being a jerk doesn’t matter.  It just 
makes it funny.

Tell me what you think.  Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome. Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com.

Memorial Day - May 26
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Pastor Bonnie
by Rev. Bonnie 
Tarwater

Religious 
Imagination 

“A faded fragment 
of papyrus known 

as the “Gospel of Jesus’s Wife,” which 
caused an uproar when unveiled by 
a Harvard Divinity School historian 
in 2012, has been tested by scientists 
who conclude in a journal published on 
Thursday that the ink and papyrus are 
very likely ancient, and not a modern 
forgery. Skepticism about the tiny scrap 
of papyrus has been fierce because it 
contained a phrase never before seen 
in any piece of Scripture: “Jesus said 
to them, ‘My wife...’ ” Too convenient 
for some, it also contained the words 
“she will be able to be my disciple,” a 
clause that inflamed the debate in some 
churches over whether women should 
be allowed to be priests.” New York 
Times April 10, 2014

Ancient sacred scriptures discovered 
thousands of years after they were 
rejected and not put in the Bible that 
say Jesus was married AND that 
women were disciples! The Gospel of 
Mary Magdalene is another ancient 
document recently discovered. It is 
a gospel that was written in the early 
second century, then disappeared 
for almost 2000 years. Feminist 
bible scholars from Harvard like Dr. 
Karen L. King have been working 
on the “Gospel of Jesus Wife” and 
the “Gospel of Mary Magdalene” 
confirming their authenticity. You can 
now go to the library or order them 
on amazon.com. Not many churches 
are preaching about them  but this 
Easter 2014 I will be at my church,  
Edgewood United Church, United 
Church of Christ in East Lansing. 
www.edgewooducc.org.  

We know that many gospels that did 
not make it into our cannon we call 
the Bible, were actively repressed 
during the first five centuries of the 
Christian church. The remnants that 
have survived give us new keys to the 
heritage of the leadership of women in 
the early church and of Jesus’ intention 
to honor women and the sacred 

feminine. In the Mediterranean, the early church 
was very diverse, and some scholars suggest 
that over 1,000 gospels were written by a variety 
of believers. Scholars estimate that 85 % of all 
early Christian literature has not been recovered. 
Many of the newly found Gnostic gospels 
present ideas celebrating women that has been 
absent in Church history.  

I believe these newly found gospels are an 
invitation to retell and revitalize our religious 
myths, images, and symbols of the divine 
feminine in Christianity. The Gospel of Mary, 
like the Gospel of Thomas, is unlike orthodox 
Christianity and Judaism that emphasize a 
God outside us, a God who is the other. The 
newly found gospels speak about God as self-
knowledge, as Mary says in Chapter 4 verse 5 of 
the Gospel of Mary Magdalene:

“For the child of true Humanity exists within 
you. Follow it! Those who search for it will find 
it.”  

During the first few centuries A.D., a great 
struggle erupted over which gospels would be 
“canonized” and become the orthodox theology 
of the established church. The Gnostics and 
mystics lost 
this struggle, 
and with it 
we lost many 
teachings of 
Jesus.  Some 
scholars, 
like Bishop 
Spong, 
believe 
that Mary 
Magdalene 
could have 
been Jesus’ 
wife, for no 
Jewish man 
preached in 

the synagogue without being married. We 
know that the other disciples were married 
for example, Peter had a mother-in-law, so 
we know he was married. 

Let me ask all of you this question: how 
would your religious life be different and 
how differently would you feel about 
Christianity if Jesus had been married, 
perhaps to Mary Magdalene and shared a 
ministry with her? What if Mary Magdalene 
was pregnant when Jesus was crucified and 
later had a baby daughter? Does this engage 
your religious imagination? I hope so, for 
that is what is needed in the church—an 
awakening of our religious imaginations to 
new and different revelations, for God Is 
Still Speaking our denominational saying.  

How many of you grew up believing that 
Mary Magdalene was a prostitute? The 
idea that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute 
has no biblical reference. Not one. It was 
Pope Gregory I in 591 CE who wrote a 
sermon about Mary being a prostitute, and 
that view has been carried for 1500 years. 

(Continued on page 9)

8 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



The Working 
Dead
by Frank Vaca, LAHR 
Vice President

Oh the shame, when 
you have to cherish 

your name and worry not to get into any 
mudslinging. How quickly our team work 
mates will turn against a fellow coworker. It 
is really tough focusing on your own duties 
and doing a good job. You have to cover your 
own ass; because a fellow coworker is trying 
to diminish the job you do.  How can you 
escape the working dead?

I really should heed my own warnings about 
how people turn professional agendas into 
personal attacks against the weakest parts of 
one’s persona. When did the working place 
become Rupauls Drag Race lip sync for your 
life?  When I felt threatened by a coworker, 
I would take to the library and study up on 
why people behave this way. They do not 
come from the same community as I do; are 
they really out to get me, because they are 
jealous of my boogie?  Can you really blame 
someone for not facing you and throwing out 

shade against your work character?  Sadly, I 
am sure I am not the only LGBT person who 
will worry about a safe space, have to watch 
their online reputation for trolls and friends 
who have stabbed you because of some 
unfriendly terms. 

How can you watch your reputation, keep 
everyone in your network freaking happy, 
and help those who ask on their dime?  It’s 
all about you and you should not give so 
much power to those building you up. Take 
their advice but don’t take it to heart their 
false lashes. Some bridges in life are meant 
to be burned and some paths are to be less 
well traveled. Cover girl can only mask so 
much.

Are you happy? Are you free? Another 
mentor was telling me how an institution or 
workplace has power over you. You may 
walk free during the halls during a set time 
and day but watch where you go and what 
you hear. I was told the workplace ends at 
the doors and you shouldn’t have to worry 
about it coming home. Well the world 
collides and everyone is up on the chopping 
block. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer are 
stoned?  Don’t go searching for illusions of 
happiness.

(Continued from page 9)

Cover those wounds because even in a team 
work place someone’s got an eye on you and 
your spot. What kind of battles are you facing 
in your professional development life?  Rebel 
privately at vacaafrank@gmail.com

(Continued from page 8)

Pastor Bonnie

The Catholic Church in 1969 apologized 
for this error, but still we have the myth 
of her sinfulness imprinted on our cultural 
consciousness. For our two thousand years 
women endured the repression of the public 
church, but today we challenge the exclusion 
of women in church leadership and the tragic 
loss of a sacred feminine consciousness. 

Today we are invited into a new religious 
imagination, a place of spiritual vision for 
awakening a new consciousness, a renewed 
Christianity, a new birth and healing, an 
awakening of  sleeping beauties like , Mary 
Magdalene and Jesus wife who are breaking 
into our human consciousness. This Easter in 
2014 we celebrate the miracle and mystery 
of the resurrection of Jesus wife and  Mary 
Magdalene within our own consciousness. 
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Michigan Pride 2014
from Michigan Pride Web Site
http://www.michiganpride.org/

Saturday, August 23, 2014

Participants will gather at 12:00 pm at 
Adado Riverfront Park. The march will 
commence at 1:00 pm, taking participants 
to the steps of the Michigan Capitol.  
Please check back soon for float/vehicle 
registration.

Michigan Pride’s Capitol Rally will start 
at 2:00 pm, following the Michigan Pride 
Commitment Ceremony.  See the pictures 
from the Michigan Pride 2013.

You may sign up for the Commitment 
Ceremony online at the Michigan Pride 
web site.  The ceremony will begin at 1:30 
following the March.  LAHR at Michigan Pride 2013
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SUNDAY
•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 

congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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