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25th Silver 
Anniversary 
Concert
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

Approximately 
200  attended  a very successful 
concert.  Some of the memorable songs 
performed included Battle Hymn of the 
Republic, Thank God I’m a Country 
Boy and everyone’s favorite Color 
Out Of Colorado.     The last song was 
Bridge Over Troubled Water followed 
by thunderous applause.  See the picture 
with this article and note the drums and 
guitar.

The theme was 25 Years of singing 
celebrating a Silver Anniversary.  A 
couple significant quotes from the 
Program included, from the Silver 
Celebration Director’s Notes – “25 
years ago, a courageous man (Larry 
Barnard) had a brilliant idea:  create an 
opportunity for gay and gay friendly men 
to gather together and sing.  The Greater 

LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus performs at the  
First Presbyterian Church in downtown Lansing

Vote August 5, 2014
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The Michigan Primary Election is Tuesday, 
August 5, 2014.  Everyone is encouraged to 
vote!!

LAHR PAC was unable to complete their 
process in time for this election, but will 
certainly have their ratings completed for the 
General Election on  November 4, 2014

A member of LAHR PAC commented, “If 
we were going to skip a primary, this one 
was a good one to skip. There are not many 
contested races and none look exciting.” 

One race that is contested is our local 
Congressional race.  LAHR PAC did vote to 
donate funds to Susan Grettenberger, who 
is an open lesbian in this race, who is well 
supported in those areas outside of Ingham 
County, who is a well informed and who is 
an excellent candidate.

Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus came to be.”  
(Publisher’s Note – Larry was a member 
of the LAHR Board of Directors.)

Also, as part of a rich history, Ken 
Richmond added a story to the Memories 
– “This made a very good statement in 
the early days of the Chorus.  We had 
been invited, as many other performing 
groups had, to the Meridian Mall to sing at 
Christmas time.  The last year we sang there, 
we had received such thunderous applause, 
we decided we would do an encore.  One of 
the songs we knew well was not a holiday 
tune.  It was “Standing On the Corner 
Watching All The Girls Go By.”  However, 
we changed one little word so that we were 
watching the “Guys Go By.”  Obviously, we 
had made a huge statement since the Mall 
did not invite us back until many years later.  
We chose not to sing.”   

The Chorus is currently taking a summer 
break, but in August is expected to again 
start meeting / rehearsals in preparation 
for their annual holiday concert.  If you 
are interested in joining the chorus, and 
everyone is welcome, visit their web site 
at www.lansingout.org/ and watch for their 
announcements.

Victories in Canton and 
Fenton!
Recently, both Canton and Fenton 
passed local ordinances that protect all 
people, including LGBT people, from 
discrimination in housing, employment, 
and public accommodations.  
Congratulations to Fenton on becoming 
the 34th local municaplity to pass such 
an ordinance, and Canton on becoming 
the 35th!  With the passage of these 
ordinances, there are now over 2 million 
people living in Michigan municipalities 
that provide nondiscrimination 
protections.  Michigan has also passed 
Pennsylvania as the state with the most 
local LGBT inclusive human rights 
ordinances. This is a great achievement 
for folks living in Michigan.

   The LGBT News



LAHR • Email: President@lahronline.org • On the Web:  www.LAHRonline.org

Bill Beachler: LGBT News Publisher
 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
Melissa Cogswell: Layout Editor
 899-7515 or Melissa@focusmediagroup.com
LAHR Board of Directors--------------------
Penny Gardner, President
 484-4512 or marydrpenny@yahoo.com

Frank Vaca, Vice President
Joseph Marutiak, Treasurer - 485-6697 or jmarutiak@juno.com
Nancy VanHoozier, Secretary
 490-4474 or nvanhoozier@olivetcollege.edu 
Members At-Large -------------------------
Bill Beachler - 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
Mike Carlson - 332-0167 ext. 43/mikecarlson@hotmail.com
Michael Johnson 
Kyle Buchanan 
Phil Parmelee
Dawn Smith
Jennifer Champagne 
Madeleine Townsend 
Dalena Cross

Website ------------------------------------
Melissa Cogswell
 899-7515 or Melissa@focusmediagroup.com
Story Contributors -------------------------
Dan Boutell: All I’m Saying - allimsaying@yahoo.com
Don Gaudard: Then & Now - dong90806@gmail.com 
Frank Vaca: Out at Work - Vacaafrank@gmail.com. 
Jacob A. Distel, Jr.: Positively Speaking - disteljake@hotmail.com 
Pam Sisson: A Matter of Law - 484-4300 
Penny Gardner: Letter from the Prez - marydrpenny@yahoo.com
Rev. Bonnie Tarwater:  Pastor Bonnie 
Jillian Knapp
Michael Robinson
Molly Stephens

Contents of the LGBT News should not be construed to represent the beliefs of the LAHR organization as a whole.

LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader,

Please vote Aug 5, in the primary election.

Hasn’t the weather been grand? I write this on June 8th, and indeed it has been, and I hope that it still 
is as you read your July LAHR Newsletter.

The states keep lining up on the side of equality of rights for Lesbian, Gay, Transgender couples.  The 
last number I read was 19 states, plus the District of Columbia having the freedom to marry for same 

sex couples.   In Michigan, our oh so generous , caugh, caugh, Governor has allowed a few of us to be married, but not 
subject to any of the rights of marriage.  In fact, our lack- of- overall-freedom - state is using our money, yours, mine, 
and other members of our communities’ money to appeal the judge’s ruling that overturned our state’s “gay” marriage 
ban.  At that time there was a small window of opportunity for 300 couples in Michigan to get married and married they 
are, except without any state benefits.  Oh for goodness sakes! Talking about splitting hairs.  One would think equality 
would be a value that those who spend our money would take into consideration, ah--- a resounding NO to that.  

From the Freedom to Marry Web site, http://www.freedomtomarry.org/states/ I have shamelessly copied and pasted the 
following: 

Nineteen states - CA, CT, DE, HI, IA, IL, ME, MD, MA, MN, NH, NJ, NM, NY, OR, PA, RI, VT, and WA - plus 
Washington, D.C. have the freedom to marry for same-sex couples.

In an additional twelve states, judges have issued rulings in favor of the freedom to marry, with many of these 
rulings now stayed as they proceed to appellate courts: In AR, ID, MI, OK, TX, UT, VA and WI judges have struck 
down marriage bans, and in IN, KY, OH, and TN, judges have issued more limited pro-marriage rulings.

Three states offer broad protections short of marriage. CO allows civil union, while NV offers broad domestic 
partnership. WI has more limited domestic partnership. 

With these advances, a record number of Americans live in states that recognize relationships between same-sex 
couples. 

I know, I have written about this sea change of public opinion on equality of marriage rights in our states, but Wisconsin 
this week became another state, in which justice prevailed and injustice is being diminished.  It’s a good thing, and in my 
mind, one of its only a matter of time, when we won’t be following this issue any more.  

And with that hope in mind, maybe then we can celebrate the 4th of July knowing it truly is about freedom.  

Sincerely,
Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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Governor 
Snyder
by Joe Marutiak,  
LAHR Board

Governor Snyder made 
news recently when  he 

offered lukewarm support for giving LGBT 
citizens in Michigan some protection from 
discrimination.  Snyder did not publically say 
he would sign a law amending Michigan’s 
Elliott-Larson Act to include LGBT but did 
say that the legislature should take up the issue.  
Snyder was quoted as saying, “I don’t believe 
in discrimination”.   Michigan would be a 
better place if this was really true.

When he assumed the position of Governor, 
Snyder’s views on LGBT issues were not clear.  
LAHR PAC rated him as “mixed”.  There was 
hope that he would follow his better self and 
lead on LGBT rights.  He has done just the 
opposite.  In 2011 he signed a law prohibiting 
domestic partner benefits for governmental 
employees, the Public Employee Domestic 
Partner Benefits Restriction Act.  This   law 
singled out the LGBT public employees and 
made sure that their partners did not get health 
care.  It saved public employers little money 

Equality Band 
of Michigan At 
West Michigan 
Pride
by Bill Beachler, Band

The Equality Band of 
Michigan marched in 
the West Michigan Pride 
Parade in Grand Rapids 
on Saturday, June 14, 
2014 playing one of their 
favorite pieces – When The Saints.  See the picture of the band included with this article.  
In addition,  included with this article is a picture of the large crowd of participants in 
the Parade.  Following the parade, band members enjoyed spending some time at the 
West Michigan 
Pride Festival.  
This was good 
exposure for the 
band and the 
band will next 
be performing at 
Michigan Pride on 
Saturday, August 
23, 2014.  The 
band can always 
use your help!

Equality Band of Michigan lines up to participate in the West 
Michigan Pride Parade

Some of the large crowd of participants in the West Michigan Pride Pa-
rade in downtown Grand Rapids

(Continued on page 10)
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All I’m Saying
by Dan Boutell

Crime in the 
Neighborhood 

Summer is officially 
in full swing! After 
the winter we all had, 

it still is kind of surreal that it’s actually 
here. With summer though, more crime 
seems to spring up in the neighborhoods. 
With warm weather, there is an uptick 
in larcenies, robberies, assault, breaking 
and entering, and other minor offences.  
I would venture to guess it’s due to the 
fact that you can make an easier getaway 
and not freeze your butt off while you are 
running from the scene. 

Some people think crime is on the rise. 
In all honesty, it’s on the decline but, the 
awareness of criminal activity is on the 
rise. Things like neighborhood Facebook 
pages and CrimeMapping.com are great 
resources to stay informed.

I write the newsletter for my 
neighborhood. One thing I recently put 

in it; I also wanted to share here as well. 
This is a list of Summer Crime Prevention 
Safety Tips.

1. Keep your doors locked at all times. 
If you are working in the backyard, 
keep your front door and garage door 
closed and locked, and your back 
door locked if you are in the front 
yard. Always lock your doors if you 
are gone only for a few minutes. 

2. Install motion-activated lights in your 
front and backyards. 

3. Put all ladders and other tools back 
into a secure storage area after you 
use them. Ladders and other tools can 
be used by criminals to access your 
home.

4. Be aware of home improvement 
scams. If you did not solicit the 
contractor or salesman who shows 
up at your door unannounced, do not 
do business with them. If a utility 
representative comes to your house 
request identification

5. Always remember to roll up your car 
windows, take any valuables out of 
your car, and lock your doors every 
time you exit your vehicle, even if 
it is parked in your own driveway. 

This is a huge problem. People 
will routinely walk up and down 
driveways and check for unlocked 
cars to steal whatever is in them.

6. Summer is a perfect time to spend 
riding a bicycle. Make sure your bike 
is secured by locking it up when left 
unattended 

7. Be a good neighbor, this can be one 
of the best crime prevention tools. 
Watchful, attentive neighbors can 
spot potential criminals and alert the 
Police. 

Get involved in your Neighborhood 
Watch Groups, and if you do not have 
a Neighborhood Watch, contact the 
Community Service Unit, 517/483-6812, 
to start one today. 

Don’t let yourself be a victim. Be 
proactive and be alert. Call the police if 
you see any unusual activity. If crooks 
know your neighborhood is alert, they will 
move on.

Tell me what you think.  Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome.  Write me 
atallimsaying@yahoo.com.
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Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Lawsuit Summary  
& Quote

There are 80 pending 
lawsuits (52 in federal 
court – 15 of which 

are on appeal; and 28 in state courts – 10 of 
which are on appeal and 22 of which raise 
federal claims), involving how the marriage 
laws of 32 states and Puerto Rico apply to 
same-sex couples. 

Recently, decisions were issued in 5 
marriage equality cases in just one week.  
Since the decisions are coming down so 
rapidly now, this month’s column will deal 
with what the Judges have had to say about 
marriage equality.

“The very purpose of a Bill of Rights 
was to withdraw certain subjects from the 
vicissitudes of political controversy, to 
place them beyond the reach of majorities 
and officials and to establish them as legal 
principles to be applied by the courts. 
One’s right to life, liberty, and property, 
to free speech, a free press, freedom 
of worship and assembly, and other 
fundamental rights may not be submitted 
to vote; they depend on the outcome of no 
elections.”

 – Justice Chávez, quoting  W. Virginia 
State Bd. of Educ. v. Barnette, a 1943 U.S. 
Supreme Court opinion in his judgment 
striking down New Mexico’s marriage 
equality ban.

 “We now join the twelve 
federal district courts across 
the country which, when 
confronted with these 
inequities in their own 
states, have concluded that 
all couples deserve equal 
dignity in the realm of civil 
marriage.”

— U.S. District Court 
Judge John E. Jones III in 
his decree striking down 
Pennsylvania’s marriage 
equality ban.

“With discernment we see 
not shadows lurking in 
closets or the stereotypes 
of what was once believed; 
rather, we see families 

committed to the common purpose of 
love, devotion, and service to the greater 
community.”

— U.S. District Judge Michael McShane 
in his ruling striking down Oregon’s 
constitutional amendment banning same-sex 
marriage.

“There is no legitimate state purpose 
served by Ohio’s refusal to recognize 
same-sex marriages celebrated in 
states where they are legal. Instead, 
as in Windsor, the very purpose of the 
Ohio provisions . . . is to ‘impose a 
disadvantage, a separate status, and 
so a stigma upon all who enter into 
same-sex marriages made lawful by the 
unquestioned authority of the States.’ “

 – Judge Timothy S. Black in his decision 
that marriages entered into by same-sex 
couples outside the state must be recognized 
for all purposes and that adoptions secured 
by same-sex couples in other states must be 
given full faith and credit in Obergefell v. 
Wymyslo, a 6th Circuit case from Ohio.

“In attempting to define this case as a 
challenge to ‘the will of the people,’ [the] 
state [of Michigan] defendants lost sight 
of what this case is truly about: people. No 
court record of this proceeding could ever 
fully convey the personal sacrifice of these 
two plaintiffs who seek to ensure that the 
state may no longer impair the rights of 
their children and the thousands of others 
now being raised by same-sex couples. 

(Continued on page 6)
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

by Christina Redmond

With the official 
summer weather 
before us, there are so 
many memories to be 
made!  Enjoying the 
bloom of flowers from 
the garden, endless 

hours at the pool, amusement park 
adventures, vacations near and far, or 
even time off work to enjoy some well 
needed rest and relaxation.  What plans 
are in store for you?  If you’re looking 
to create memories that will also impact 

the life of a child who can go back to 
school with excitement in the fall and 
say, “guess what I did this summer?!”, 
then consider being a mentor for a youth 
in foster care.

Did you know…

One of the most critical factors in 
building reliance in a youth is through 
caring relationships

Some young people in foster care 
have described their relationships with 
supportive adults as turning points in their 
lives.  Having experienced challenges 
that place them at risk of negative adult 
outcomes, an opportunity for a youth 
to hear genuine encouragement from 
someone who is in their corner, or to be 
able to problem solve a crisis with the 
support of another adult provides pivotal 
learning lessons and help build their sense 
of belonging and concern for others.

Did you know…

Mentor Michigan is available to 
help you find one of the partnered 
250 organizations across the state to 
start your journey of life changing 
experiences with a youth

Michigan’s future depends on its 
youngest citizens.  Because every child 
has a right to have a stable, caring adult 
in their lives, Mentor Michigan has an 
online resource library to help you get 
started.  One hour per week can make all 
the difference in a foster child’s future.  
Still not sure where to start?  Feel free to 
give me a call and we can explore some 
options.

Did you know…

Ingham County DHS is hosting its 
next Orientation on Tuesday, July 
15th from 9am – 12pm and again on 
Thursday, July 24th from 5pm – 8pm at 
the Ingham County Human Services 
Building (Door 3) located at 5303 S 
Cedar Street, Lansing, Michigan 48911

Can’t make this time? We can schedule 
an orientation at your home! Just 
call Christina Redmond, Licensing 
Specialist, at 517-775-2693 to schedule 
a convenient time and see how you can 
create turning points in the life of a 
foster child. J  

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist

(Continued from page 5)

Then & Now

It is the Court’s fervent hope that these children will grow up to 
understand the integrity and closeness of their own family and its 
concord with other families in their community and in their daily 
lives.  Today’s decision is a step in that direction, and affirms the 
enduring principle that regardless of whoever finds favor in the 
eyes of the most recent majority, the guarantee of equal protection 
must prevail.”

 – Judge Bernard A. Friedman from his Findings of Fact and 
Conclusions of Law in the Michigan case of De Boer v. Snyder.
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LGBT Dinner Group 
July Dinner at  
Blue Gill Grill!

Friday, July 18, at 6:30 pm! 
by Gary Hicks, Host

Join your LGBT friends and neighbors for a casual summer 
dinner on the shores of Lake Lansing on Friday, evening, 
July 18, at 6:30 pm at the Blue Gill Grill. This restaurant 
is located on Lake Lansing Road, just east of Marsh Road, 
across from the Lake Lansing South Park.! !
 
These monthly dinners are held the third Friday of each 
month at a different restaurant in the greater Lansing area. 
Everyone is welcome to attend, either on your own or with 
a friend, family member, partner, or spouse. Students from 
area colleges are also welcome to attend and meet more 
permanent LGBT residents. 

Diners have the option to either walk or see a movie 
following dinner.! ! Please RSVP to Gary at hickslaw@
gmail.com  by Friday, July 18, at 3 pm if you plan to attend 
so appropriate seating can be requested.

P R O U D  S U P P O R T E R  O F  L A H R  �  L A N S I N G ’ S  L G B T  C O M M U N I T Y

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  V I S I T  w w w. b r i a n m c g r a i n . c o m

Paid for  by Citizens to Elect  Br ian McGrain | Rion Hol lenbeck,  Treasurer

    Thank you for the honor to serve you on the Ingham
County Commission. As your neighbor on Lansing’s
eastside, I am happy to be of assistance to you in any
way I can.   ―Brian McGrain

“

”

INGHAM COUNTY COMMISSIONER • DEMOCRAT

BRIAN MCGRAIN
REELECT

MSU Homecoming Excitement
by Bill Beachler, Host

Homecoming is just around the corner.  With Wyoming coming to 
town and MSU predicted to have another winning team, there is 
excitement in the air in East Lansing, especially after last year’s Rose 
Bowl victory.  The MSU GLBT Alumni Association is expecting this 
excitement to also be present at our eighth annual MSU Homecoming 
party / reception on Friday September 26, 2014, following the MSU 
Homecoming Parade.  This exciting party will take place from 6:30 
to 9:30 in the spacious Red Cedar Room with fireplace at the Kellogg 
Center.

This fun event will include excellent food (do not eat dinner in 
advance),  a cash bar including soda, free coffee, our beautiful green, 
white & purple décor, background music, and the opportunity to 
meet the 2014-2015 LGBT scholarship recipients.  This is also an 
opportunity to network with other grads and to meet many new friends 
– MSU grads, faculty & staff, students, Wyoming guests and 
especially all our friends of MSU.  You may park free in the Kellogg 
Center parking ramp. Tickets will be sold at the door for $20 per person. 

For more information, contact Bill Beachler at beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net.  We thank our sponsors the Greater Lansing 
Convention & Visitors Bureau and the MSU Federal Credit Union.  
Check out our excellent website at https://www.msu.edu/~glbtalum/ 

Everyone is invited!!  
 

7July 2014



Pastor Bonnie
by Rev. Bonnie 
Tarwater

LGBT Times 

Dear Ones,

This last month I 
went on a study leave and spent time 
in three very different places. The first 
was a Benediction monastery in Big 
Sur California, the New Camadoli 
Hermitage, where I did a silent retreat.  
I loved it.  Initially, I  had some anxiety 
that I might begin to feel lonely and 
would need to drive down the mountain 
just to talk to somebody, but as it turned 
out I took to the solitude like a duck to 
water. Joining the monks for worship 
services and chanting four times a 
day, 5:30 am, 7 am, 11:00 am and 6 
pm allowed me to go to bed when the 
sun went down and to rise as the sun 
came up. Every night I watched the 
stars and reflected on God as co-creator 
in the infinite universe.  This time off 
the grid with no TV, internet or phone 

provided solitude and prayer as well as 
study and reflection that fed my soul. 
My prayers were answered when I met 
a  woman who is a playwriting teacher 
and play wright there at the monastery 
who I can talk to about how to finish 
my play.  I had planned to work on my 
play, Mother’s Milk and Moon Cookies, 
while I was on retreat. Next year I hope 
to produce and direct it at Edgewood 
United Church.  It is my story, a story 
about a woman who survives domestic 
violence and has a dream of 12 goddess 
from all the world religions and they 
give her a pot luck party for her and 
heal her with their love.   The lesbian 
goddess, Sally Ride, first women in 
space, takes them all to the moon 
where they see their oneness with all of 
creation and there they serve a new kind 
of communion, Mother’s Milk and Moon 
Cookies.  One of the oldest monks, 
Brother Immanuel, stuck a cookie in my 
pocket while we were washing dishes 
together and winked at me. On the day 
of my departure, he came over to me 
after worship and whispered in my ear, 
“Are you leaving today?” I nodded yes.  
He said with a smile, “I hope to see you 

in heaven then. ”  He winked at me and 
his bright blue eyes danced with holy 
playfullness.

Next, I drove down the magnificent 
coast of Big Sur and went to a yearly 
conference I have gone to for several 
years, at my seminary, Claremont School 
of Theology. My mentor and friend, 
Dr. John B. Cobb teaches a yearly 
course on process theology. He and the 
Center for Process Studies are preparing 
for a ground breaking international 
Whitehead conference next year to seize 
an alternative toward an ecological 
civilization with  Bill Mc Kibben as the 
key note speaker. “We live in the ending 
of an age. The age that ends may be just 
the modern period. But the ending of the 
modern period differs from the ending of 
previous periods, such as the classical or 
the medieval. The amazing achievement 
of modernity make it possible, even 
likely, that its end will also be the end of 
civilization , of my species, or even the 
human species at the same time, there are 
many new beginnings that give promise of 
an ecologic civilization.”  Call me if you 

(Continued on page 9)
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? - Part 24 
DeBoer v Snyd

What cannot be achieved in one lifetime 
will happen when one lifetime  

is joined to another.
- Harold Kushner

On March 21, 2014, a Michigan federal 
district court judge, after nine days of 
trial, struck down Michigan’s ban on 
same-sex marriage. April DeBoer and 
Jayne Rowse filed the lawsuit, originally 
seeking the right to adopt each other’s 
children, and eventually seeking to also 
strike down the Michigan ban on same-
sex marriage.  DeBoer and Rowse are 

both nurses from the Detroit area. They 
are raising three adopted children with 
special needs. They have lived together 
in Hazel Park, Michigan, for over eight 
years. They are both licensed foster 
parents. Legally adopting each other’s 
children would extend many rights to 
those children.

In 2009, Rowse adopted a child as a 
single person, and in 2011 she adopted 
another child as a single person. In 
2011, DeBoer adopted a child as a single 
person. They are not permitted by law to 
adopt together, since they are not legally 
married. 

The trial was held from February 25 to 
March 6, 2014. DeBoer and Rowse did 
not testify and the trial was unrelated to 
the quality of their relationship. Also, 
even the attorneys for the defense told the 
judge that DeBoer and Rowse are great 
parents.

The court decision came down on 
Friday, March 21, 2014. Barb Byrum, 

the Ingham County Clerk, stated that the 
Office of the Ingham County Clerk would 
be ready to issue marriage licenses first 
thing Monday morning, March 24. Even 
though she was a defendant, Oakland 
County Clerk Lisa Brown stated that 
she was thrilled at the decision because 
her office would no longer have to 
discriminate. There are many courageous 
individuals who have been involved in 
this legal battle, and these two county 
clerks are certainly among them. They 
have stuck their necks out politically, and 
we need to remember them in the future.

When the decision came down, DeBoer 
and Rowse got a standing ovation at 
Affirmations, the LGBT Community 
Center in Ferndale. They stated that 
they won’t get married until the case is 
completed. 

This legal challenge has been very 
expensive, and the fundraising continues. 
Please consider donating to this cause at 
the following website:  
www.michiganmarriagechallenge.com 

would like to join me as we look for ways to live a 
sustainably life at this conference next June.  

My third destination was Berkeley for the yearly 
International Association of the Study of Dreams 
conference, where I enjoyed talks on dreams and 
quantum physics, consciousness studies, lucid dreams, 
healing in dreams, dreams and rituals, dream groups 
and much more. The last evening we celebrated and 
danced at the Dream Ball where we all dressed up as 
a character in our dreams and shared our dreams in a 
costume parade.  In my dream, “We are One with the 
Earth”  I become one with the green earth. My green 
costume of leaves and green face paint won 
best nature costume. This was a brand new 
category.  Our collective unconscious in our 
dreams may indeed be seeking ways to live 
ecologically in harmony with our home the 
earth. WOW, what a great study leave. The 
best part of every trip is coming home and I 
missed my beloved community, Edgewood 
United Church. Please come join us every 
Sunday, 10 am for worship. 

Love and blessings,

Pastor Bonnie

P.S. God loves you and there is nothing you 
can do about it!

(Continued from page 8)

Pastor Bonnie
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and was a veiled effort to roll back progress on 
LGBT rights.

Snyder is also party to the lawsuit attempting to 
uphold Michigan’s ban on same sex marriage.  
Governors in other states have worked to 
overturn these bans once they reach the courts.  
Snyder, along with Attorney General Schuette, 
have aggressively fought to keep same sex 
couples from getting the right to marry in 
Michigan.  Snyder has even, unlike the federal 
government, refused to recognize the rights of 
same sex couples who legally wed in Michigan 
during the brief period when it was possible.

Snyder’s recent nod to non-discrimination 
came, not from all the requests of the LGBT 
community but rather after some important 
business leaders lobbied him on this issue.  
Progress on civil rights is welcome, no 
matter how late in the game or the reason for 
the conversion.  But Snyder’s claim that he 
doesn’t believe in LGBT discrimination is not 
supported by his behavior as Governor.  

(Continued from page 3)

Governor Snyder

Golden Harvest float in the 2013 Michigan Pride Parade

Michigan Pride 2014
from Michigan Pride Web Site
http://www.michiganpride.org/

Saturday, August 23, 2014

Participants will 
gather at 12:00 pm 
at Adado Riverfront 
Park. The march 
will commence at 
1:00 pm, taking 
participants to the 
steps of the Michigan 
Capitol.  Please check 
back soon for float/
vehicle registration.

Michigan Pride’s 
Capitol Rally 
will start at 2:00 
pm, following 
the Michigan 
Pride Commitment 

Ceremony.  See the pictures from the 
Michigan Pride 2013.

You may sign up for the Commitment 
Ceremony online at the Michigan Pride 
web site.  The ceremony will begin at 1:30 
following the March.  
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SUNDAY
• Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 

congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

• Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

• First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

• Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

• All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

• Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

• Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

• Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

• Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

• Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

• Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
• LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
• Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
• Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
• Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
• Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
• LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

• Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
• Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

• Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
• Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

• Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

• Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

• LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

• LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

• LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
• LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
• LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

VARIES
• Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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