
Elderly LGBTQ Treatment 
in Senior Centers

by Jillian Knapp

My name is Jillian 
Knapp and I am an 
Intern for LAHR this 
spring. With a major 
in Anthropology and 
minor in Women 
and Gender studies 
I have learned about 

many forms of social injustice in America 
and around the world. Ageism is a social 
injustice that has become increasingly 
predominant in America today. Some 
such forms of ageism include judging 
an individual solely on their elderly 
status, assuming a person is mentally 
incompetent based on their age and 
taking advantage of an individual because 
of their weak state. Ageism combined 
with homophobia can cause elderly 
LGBTQ individuals to be mistreated to 
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Michigan 
Marriage Update

The Michigan 
marriage equality 
case, DeBoer v. 

Snyder, received exciting news from 
Judge Friedman who is presiding over 
the upcoming trial on February 24.  The 
plaintiffs asked that their trial be split 
into 2 parts:  (1) constitutionality of 
marriage/adoption laws; and (2) deciding 
what scrutiny level is required when 
judging laws that discriminate based on 
sexual orientation.  On January 3, 2014, 
Judge Friedman granted the plaintiffs’ 
request to split the trial.

Ultimately, a decision on granting 
marriage to same-sex couples in 
Michigan and the other 28 states which 
have constitutional bans on marriage 

equality will come from the U.S. Supreme 
Court.  Here are some of the ways the Court 
could handle this issue.

Marriage Equality for All, Plus 
Heightened Scrutiny of All Anti-Gay 
Laws: A question in every gay rights case 
is whether ALL laws that engage in anti-
gay discrimination must be subjected to 
“heightened scrutiny” by the courts.  If the 
Supreme Court holds such scrutiny, it would 
not only lead to marriage equality in every 
state, but it would also make it virtually 
impossible for any anti-gay law to exist 
anywhere in the country.  

Marriage Equality for All, Forget 
about Heightened Scrutiny: The 
Supreme Court has been reluctant to 
take a position on “heightened scrutiny,” 
repeatedly issuing pro-gay decisions 
that dodge this important question.  
Indeed, the Utah marriage equality 
case of Kitchen v. Herbert offers them 
a roadmap to this outcome — the right 
to marry is itself protected by the 
Constitution.  A summary of the Utah 

decision is at:  https://www.mediafire.
com/?k63c796b8mw0q4z .

Anti-Gay States Must Recognize Other 
States’ Marriages: Even the Court’s 
progressive wing has indicated that it 
would prefer marriage equality to evolve in 
incremental steps.  However, in the 8 months 
since the decision to overrule the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA), the number of states 
with marriage equality has increased from 
12 to 18.  

Over 41% of the U.S. population now lives 
in a state with either marriage, civil unions 
or domestic partnerships.  The Williams 
Institute’s analysis of the 2010 U.S. Census 
indicates 14,598 same-sex couples are living 
in Michigan.  In 2013, 51% of Americans 
said they favored same-sex marriage 
while 42% opposed it.  Moreover, 72% of 
Americans say that legal recognition of 
same-sex marriage is “inevitable.”  

To skirt the issue once again, the Supreme 
Court could take the Obergefell case, a case 

a greater extent which can lead people 
to feel isolated and even depressed. For 
specifically transgender elderly persons 
it may be uncomfortable to explain their 
gender identity to senior facility staff or 
health care officials. Overall there needs 
to be greater respect and understanding 
towards LGBTQ elderly adults. 

The focus of my internship is to research 
the possible discrimination of elderly 
LGBTQ adults in senior centers in 
the Lansing area. I have been asked to 
develop a survey with the help of LAHR 
board members to distribute to local 
senior centers questioning the facilities 
affirming environment. Questions include 
LGBTQ specific training of staff, LGBTQ 
information provided to residence, anti-
discrimination polices, and LGBTQ 
marketing efforts. From this survey we 
not only will gain information from these 
senior centers but also provide awareness 
to these facilities about LGBTQ elderly 
adults. 

After retrieving the surveys I will rate 
local Assisted Living Centers, Senior 
Housing facilities, and Nursing Homes 
on how affirming their agencies are in 
terms of servicing LGBTQ individuals. 
The results of this project will be 
supplementary to the LAHR document 
“Greater Lansing Guide to Aging Services 
for the LGBTQI Community.” This guide 
was created to support aging LGBTQI 
individuals, caregivers, and family 
members by providing information about 
aging services in the Lansing area.

Overall this project will educate local 
Senior Centers on the wants and needs of 
elderly LGBTQ adults. It will also work 
towards a more affirming environment 
of senior facilities in the Lansing area. I 
am enthusiastic to continue this project 
and to report my findings in next month’s 
newsletter. If readers have any information 
or stories about their experiences with health 
care facilities or senior centers feel free to 
share it with me at knappjil@msu.edu.
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Dear Reader, 

As a feminist, lesbian, old, born female womyn, I’ve been thinking….Do you know the strength and depth 
of the lesbian part of our LGBT communities here in the Lansing area?  I confess,  I don’t know as much as 
I wish I did about the GBT communities, so I figure it couldn’t hurt to let you in on a few things .  

The Lesbian Connection is published here.  An international publication, from the beginning has provided a forum for lesbians 
to connect, share, and correspond with and to lesbians, bisexual women, and increasingly trans women from all over the world.  
It is celebrating 40 years in existence.  A non-profit entity, it is sent free to lesbians, only asking for tax free voluntary donations 
to support its existence.  LC, as it is lovingly called, is published by the cleverly named Elsie Publishing.  Anyway, my point 
is in writing to you about LC is that Lansing Zip code 48912, affectionately referred to as Dyke Hgts, is the largest zip code to 
which there are subscribers to LC, outside of San Francisco.  

It makes sense since it is published here; yet still, we can be proud of that fact.  We have a strong and active Lesbian 
community in mid-Michigan.  In the city softball league, every season we can count three to four teams full of, supported by, 
and cheered on, by Lesbians, friends and families. 

In Lansing, for somewhere around 35 years, every month lesbians from mid Michigan and beyond meet at a First Friday, a 
pot luck gathering hosted by a welcoming community member, lesbian owned business, or women centered agency.  It is a 
long lived tradition.  The first month I lived in Lansing, I attended my first First Friday over twenty years ago.  It was there my 
career as a Lansing Lesbian was launched.  I came to it as a lesbian and left engaged; Not engaged in the “personal“  sense, 
but totally engaged in the community.  I also met my current partner there, although we didn’t hook up, as they say, til a couple 
years later: Another story, for another time.  

Further an active off shoot of First Fridays, called L2L, hosts dinners, dances, bar hops etc. and is growing by leaps and 
bounds.  Among other organized activities in our town are womyns’s basketball games, Sistrum  Womyn’s Chorus, golf 
leagues, football fans, etc. etc. etc.  This is but a brief overview.  

My point is the lesbian community part of LGBT is strong, diverse, and to be known by the larger LBGT communities 
represented by LAHR. As a feminist lesbian, I am dismayed that I have not written about this part of LAHR before.  I invite 
others to write about their particular community events and organizations based on sexual and/or gender identity as well.  We 
all benefit.  

Sincerely, Penny
President of LAHR, a LGBT advocacy Organization

Letter from the Prez
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Cartoon 
Violence and 
Bullying
by Michael T. 
Robinson, LAHR 
Intern

Recently I stumbled upon a 
documentary by the name of “Wrestling 
With Manhood:  Boys, Bullying, & 
Battering” which critically analyzed 
‘professional wrestling’—though I 
don’t see anything professional about it. 
The idea of fighting for entertainment 
is by no means a new one, however, the 
lack of actual wrestling and intricacy 
of the stories created—along with the 
replacement of fighters with actors—
has created a fantasy land where new 
extremes of violence can be portrayed 
without any consequences.  This is 
what is called ‘cartoon violence’; the 
idea that these ‘wrestlers’ hit their 
opponent with chairs and baseball bats 
without anyone actually being harmed, 
and making matters worse, the violence 

shown is being done by real people, not 
cartoons. 

The problems that come with cartoon 
violence are that people, especially 
those still learning to differentiate 
fiction from reality like children, 
are more likely to see violence as 
an acceptable response to anger.  In 
addition to aggression, humiliation 
and teasing are very prevalent in 
‘professional wrestling’, often giving 
the characters greater popularity. This, 
I believe, is why children have taken 
violence a step further, making bullying 
fun and seen as a way of becoming 
popular or ‘cool’. 

There are generally three main targets 
for mockery within bullying from boys 
(the group I’m focusing on for this 
article):  those that appear physically or 
emotionally weak, highly stereotypical 
ideas of how homosexuals act or look, 
and women. These seem to be fused 
in bullying rhetoric, where words are 
often thrown around meant to relate 
weakness to women or to homosexuals. 

The bullying of women is unique 
because of the idea that hitting women 
is wrong—opposed to hitting people 
in general which in itself implies that 
women are weak and need special 
treatment—and so they find alternative 
ways of showing violence such as 
sexual dominance or justifying violence 
against women. This having obvious 
societal consequences like over-
sexualizing women, domestic abuse, 
and justifying rape.

Ultimately, bullying is about making 
others seem weak, so that the bully 
seems strong. This is the type of binary 
mentality that I mentioned in my article 
last month, and precisely where I think 
bullies need to be challenged, and the 
blame also cannot rest solely on things 
like ‘professional wresting’ because 
it is a business, and like any other, 
based on demand. Instead, we need to 
be aware of what is being exposed to 
children and ensuring conversations 
that allow them to critically think for 
themselves. 
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

by Christina Redmond

The too familiar phrase, 
“it takes a village to 
raise a child” stands 
true especially for a 
child in foster care.  
The heart and hands 
of parents, extended 

family, schools, clubs, churches, and 
the community at large all contribute to 
the emotional health and wellbeing of 
the developing child.  The ability to rise 
above difficult circumstances, existing in 

this less-than-perfect world, and moving 
forward with optimism and confidence is 
the hope any of us would have for a child.  

Sure, we would love to wrap our arms 
around our children, and protect them 
from every adversity and shield them from 
the pain that life can sometimes bring.  
But if we could…would it really benefit 
them?  Would they be able to say that they 
faced a challenge, recovered, and because 
of it they know that they can cope with 
tough situations?

Did you know…
The key to building resilience in a 
child comes from a child receiving 
unconditional love.

Sometimes it only takes one relationship 
between a child and an adult for them 
to see that no matter what, someone is 
standing in their corner.  Someone telling 
them that they can take a chance and adapt 
to new circumstances, and that in the long 
run, everything is going to be okay.  

Like the lady in the cafeteria who heard 
the older students teasing the younger boy, 
and stepped in not because she was doing 
her job, but because she believes that no 

one deserves that.  Or, the fellow who 
taught the teenager how to play the guitar 
free of charge because no one else would.  
Or, the woman who passed the little girl 
a tissue to wipe her tears as she listened 
to the words to a moving song at church.  
This kind of relationship can look different 
from child to child, but they all started 
with someone taking the initiative and 
making an action... 

To find out how you can help make a 
difference, email Christina Redmond at 
redmondc2@michigan.gov or call 517-
775-2693.

Valentine’s Day is
February 14th
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February LGBT  
Dinner Group 

Dinner at 
PIAZZANO’S 
RESTAURANT

Friday, February 21, 
at 6:30 pm

by Gary Hicks, Host

The February LGBT dinner will take place 
on Friday, February 21, 2014, at 6:30 pm 
at Piazzano’s Restaurant, 1825 N. Grand 
River Ave. in Lansing. Piazzano’s serves 
moderately priced Italian, American, and 
even a few Mexican entrees in a friendly 
and casual setting.
 
These monthly dinners are usually held 
the third Friday of every month at a 
different restaurant in the Lansing area. 
Everyone is welcome to attend, including 
family members, friends, partners, 
and spouses. MSU, LCC, and Cooley 
students are also encouraged to attend and 
meet some of the Lansing area’s more 
permanent residents. We usually average 
10 to 15 friendly people for dinner and 
sometimes choose to see a movie after 
dinner.  So whether or not you are new to 
the area, please come out and join us for a 
casual dinner.

Please RSVP to Gary at hickslaw@gmail.
com by Friday, February 21, at 3 pm if 
you plan to attend, so we can request 
appropriate seating.

Michigan Attorney 
General Calls for 
Regulation of Sexual 
Relationships
In a legal brief filed in federal court, 
Schuette says Michigan has an interest 
in regulating sexual relationships to 
promote “beneficial procreation”

Michigan’s Attorney General, Bill 
Schuette, has filed a brief in response 
to a motion for summary judgement in 
the Deboer v Snyder and Schuette case 
currently before Judge Friedman in the 
Eastern District Court of Michigan. The 
case was brought by a lesbian couple 
suing for the right to legally file joint 
adoption for their children.  Currently 
second-parent adoptions are not permitted 
in Michigan.  Last summer, the judge 
expanded the scope of the case beyond 
adoptions to include the issue of same-
gender marriages in Michigan.
In his September 9th filing, the Attorney 
General’s office stated that “one of the 
paramount purposes of marriage in 
Michigan — and at least 37 other states 
that define marriage as a union between a 
man and a woman — is, and has always 
been, to regulate sexual relationships 
between men and women so that the 
unique procreative capacity of such 
relationships benefits rather than harms 
society.”
Equality Michigan, the only statewide 
anti-violence and advocacy organization 
serving Michigan’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender (LGBT) communities, 
has participated in two amicus briefs 
supporting the couple in this case’s right 
both to adopt and marry. The organization 
has a multi-year initiative underway aimed 
at bringing family and marriage equality 
to LGBT families in Michigan.

Statement by Emily Dievendorf
Managing Director, Equality Michigan

“This absurd overreach is a desperate 
move by a man with too much power.  
Attorney General Shuette’s insistence 
on government in our personal lives is 
hypocritical, and in conflict with the 
Supreme Court of the United States.  Ten 

years ago when the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down sodomy laws, and this past 
summer when it ruled against DOMA, it 
found that regulating sex for the purpose 
of procreation is not a role for our 
government.  Marriage is about more than 
just procreation, as the Supreme Court said 
this June, ‘marriage is a way for couples 
to define themselves by their commitment 
to each other.’ Suggesting the benefit 
of marriage is limited to just producing 
children is more insulting and damaging 
to the institution of marriage than anything 
Schuette fears. The notion that people who 
cannot, or choose not to, have children 
are not worthy of committing their life to 
another person is preposterous.”
“If it were not so harmful, it would be 
amusingly ironic that an attorney general 
whose party supports deregulation, smaller 
government is demanding this larger 
regulatory role for government in our daily 
lives. This brief also flies in the face of 
any family values platform. In the United 
States the share of unmarried couples has 
increased by 25% over the last decade 
and in 2012 there were 56,315 marriages 
and 39,892 divorces in Michigan - both 
statistics largely representing opposite-
sex couples. If Attorney General Shuette 
wishes to preserve the institution of 
marriage, he should be allowing and 
encouraging both same and opposite-sex 
couples to opt in. The attorney general is 
fooling nobody on this most recent attempt 
to stop progress for LGBT families. In 
truth, as long as the law is tied to marriage 
the lack of marriage equality creates 
instability on every level and that is no 
good for anybody.”
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All I’m Saying
by Dan Boutell

Global Whining

I think we all need to 
admit that, so far, this 
has been one of the 
worst winters most of 

us can remember. It certainly is one of 
the worst ones that I can ever recall. I do 
remember mass amounts of snow as a 
kid and I used to build snow forts almost 
every year. As I have grown older, it 
seems that we don’t get large build ups 
of snow anymore.

I think what annoys me the most is the 
ignorance of some people. Facebook 
once again gives me an insight as to just 
how ignorant some people are. I have 
seen so many people post comments 
like, “This winter proves Global 
Warming is a myth” or, “Where’s Global 
Warming when you need it?” The point 
is, they don’t have a clue.

I guess part of me understands the 

confusion. The correct term is actually 
“Climate Change” but somehow, it 
has morphed into “Global Warming”. 
Actually Global warming is a symptom 
of Climate Change but, it is not the only 
result of Climate Change. The definition 
of Climate Change is this: A change 
in the state of the climate that can be 
identified (e.g., by using statistical 
tests) by changes in the mean and/or 
the variability of its properties and that 
persists for an extended period, typically 
decades or longer.

What this basically means is as our 
planet’s mean temperature rises, we are 
subject to more extremes in weather 
patterns. Our winters will be more 
intense, the Hurricane Season will 
bring stronger storms and the swing in 
temperatures will be more extreme. In a 
hundred years or so, it may become too 
hot for snow in our part of the globe but 
for now, we still have it. 

I just find it ridiculous that people will 
use a really bad winter (one really bad 
winter) to disprove Global Warming. 
When people try to argue with me that 
Global Warming doesn’t exist, I use 

only one statistic.  I ask them if Carbon 
Dioxide is a greenhouse gas? When they 
answer yes, I say check any graph you 
want, Carbon Dioxide in our atmosphere 
has exponentially increased since the 
1950’s. If that is true, how can it not 
affect the weather? Usually they don’t 
get my point but, I hope it makes them 
think. I also hope it makes them do some 
research on the subject and educate 
themselves a little more.

Climate Change is real. Global Warming 
is happening. I worry about the world 
we are leaving for our children. They 
say ignorance is bliss but, I feel that 
here in the 21st Century, in the age of 
information, ignorance is a choice. I 
wish more people chose not to be.

Tell me what you think.  Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome. Write me 
atallimsaying@yahoo.com.
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(Continued on page 10)

Pastor Bonnie
by Rev. Bonnie 
Tarwater

Pope Francis

Recently, I was called 
to serve Edgewood 
United Church in 

East Lansing as the first of what will be 
two settled called ministers. When the 
next minister is called we will be co-
ministers, meaning we will work together 
in collaboration in a, “nonhierarchical 
relationship of mutual vision, power, and 
responsibility with equal commitments, 
risks, and rewards for the purpose of 
birthing new spiritual community.” 
(Marcia Barnes Bailey, Choosing 
Partnership, Sharing Ministry) Most 
of us have become so accustomed to 
hierarchical ways of doing business and 
relationship that when we try to change 
course we feel disoriented and even lost.  
We are doing nothing less that attempting 
to dismantle centuries of oppressive 
church theologies and institutional 
structures. 

I want Pope Francis to be my co-minister 
at Edgewood here in East Lansing! 
Our church is an Open and Affirming 
Church, meaning we celebrate the LGBT 
community and just relationships between 
all people. We are proud and boast of 
our large LGBT membership. The Pope 
recently wrote to an LGBT group in 

Mumbai, “To say that those with other 
sexual orientations are sinners is wrong.” 
Music to our ears when we have too 
often heard homophobia and misogyny 
for thousands of years from the Vatican.  
Personal, intimate and sexual relationships 
have become vastly more just, honest 
and expressive of who we really are as 
people, directly due to the sexual and 
liberation revolutionary movements of 
recent decades. Sexuality has everything 
to do with what is sacred and is slowly 
becoming a part of urgently needed new 
religious discourse in our historic time.   

Many have been wounded by religious 
homophobia and misogyny-- but times 
are a changing, as witnessed by the new 
Pope’s comment and by new church 
models like co-ministry at Edgewood 
United Church.  Human sexuality is at 
the core of our power centers, our most 
passionate impulses to love and be loved.  
I am kidding that I want the Pope as my 
co-minister, but, well……….. not really. 
We instinctually know we must integrate 
and make all our relationships more just.  
May we integrate those things that have 
been harmed by unnatural separation - 
male and female, head and heart, body 
and spirit, Catholic and Protestant, science 
and religion.  In the spirit of integration, 
justice and a celebration of human 
sexuality why not dream of a women and 
a man sharing church leadership, even if 
it is Pope Francis and a co-minister from 
Edgewood Untied Church.   

Governor Snyder’s State 
of the State
LGBT advocacy and anti-violence 
organization highlights lost economic 
and human rights opportunities

from Gregory Varnum

Michigan Governor Rick Snyder 
delivered his annual State of the State 
address outlining his assessment of 
Michigan and plans for the upcoming 
year. Equality Michigan’s managing 
director, Emily Dievendorf, and 
field organizer, Sommer Foster, were 
in attendance. While the Governor 
included numerous economic items on 
his agenda, he failed to mention the need 
to address workplace discrimination 
in Michigan. It remains legal to fire a 
worker simply for being lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, or straight in 
Michigan. The Michigan Department of 
Civil Rights released a report in January 
2013 outling the negative economic 
impact of allowing discrimination 
against LGBT workers to continue.

Equality Michigan, the statewide anti-
violence and advocacy organization 
serving Michigan’s LGBT and HIV 
communities, maintains full-time 
lobbying efforts in Lansing. The 
organization is currently working with 
legislators to advance laws prohibiting 
workplace discrimination, provide 
equal rights to LGBT families, increase 
support for HIV education, and reverse 
Michigan’s ban on gay marriages.

Statement by Emily Dievendorf 
Managing Director, Equality 
Michigan

“Governor Snyder has missed a chance 
to show leadership on the issue of 
ending workplace discrimination in 
Michigan. The Michigan Department 
of Civil Rights has released a 
comprehensive report highlighting the 
ongoing economic damage caused by 
workplace discrimination. However, the 
Governor has yet to do something to 
address workplace discrimination and 
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A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? - Part 22

The most common way  
people give up their power

 is by thinking they don’t have any.
- Alice Walker 

The other very significant case issued 
by the U.S. Supreme Court on June 26, 
2013, was Hollingsworth v. Perry.  In 
that case, the Court refused to make 
a decision regarding California’s ban 
on same-sex marriage because the 
Petitioners did not have standing.  Here 
is a brief outline of what lead up to the 
case:

1. California Supreme Court (a 
state court) decides that limiting 
marriage to opposite-sex couples 
violates the California Constitution. 

2. State voters pass Proposition 8 (a 
bad thing) amending the California 
Constitution to define marriage 
as a union between a man and a 
woman.  (Michigan’s Constitution 
has the same definition.) 

3. Same sex couples file a case in 
federal district court challenging 
Prop 8 under the due process 
and equal protection clauses of 
the 14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution*, naming California’s 
governor and other state and 
local officials as defendants.  The 
officials refused to defend the case 
and allowed the original proponents 
of Prop 8 to defend instead. 

4. The federal district court declared 
that Prop 8 violates the U.S. 
Constitution, and prohibited the 
officials from enforcing it.  The 
officials did not appeal, but the Prop 8 
proponents (Petitioners) did appeal. 

5. The Ninth Circuit (federal) court 
of appeals affirmed (agreed 
with) the district court opinion. 

6. The U.S. Supreme Court decided 

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

that the proponents of Prop 8 (the 
Petitioners) had no standing to 
appeal the district court’s order, 
i.e., no right to be in the Supreme 
Court at all. They did not have a 
specific injury or a personal stake 
in the outcome, just a generalized 
disagreement with the court decision. 
So the district court decision stands.  
Prop 8 is unconstitutional and 
cannot be enforced.

This was also a 5-4 decision, but the 
division was along different lines than 
in U.S. v. Windsor for different reasons.  
Justice Roberts delivered the majority 
opinion, joined by Justices Scalia, 
Ginsburg, Breyer and Kagan.  The four 
dissenters, Justices Kennedy, Thomas, 
Alito and Sotomayor, all said they 
would have decided whether Prop 8 
was constitutional (U.S. Constitution), 
but they did not say how they would 
have voted regarding that issue.  
California now issues marriage licenses 
to same-sex couples.  As is so often 
the case, doing nothing is really doing 
something.  

* Due process and equal protection 
clauses of the 14th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution: 

“All persons born or naturalized in 
the United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 
United States and of the state wherein 
they reside.  No state shall make or 
enforce any law which shall abridge 
the privileges or immunities of citizens 
of the United States; nor shall any 
state deprive any person of life, liberty 
or property, without due process of 
law; nor deny to any person within 
its jurisdiction the equal protection of 
the laws.”  (See Part 9 of this series of 
articles).

President’s Day is
February 17th
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Out at Work
by Frank Vaca,
LAHR Vice President

The Storm of 
Workplace

First off 
congratulations to 
Charissa Urbano, who 

is the 2014 recipient of the college’s Spirit 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Award.  “We 
don’t get to choose the color of our skin or 
other ways that we differ,” Urbano said. 
“We just learn to make the most of it and 
hopefully contribute something positive 
to our families, communities, and if you 
are someone like Martin Luther King or 
Nelson Mandela, the world.”

It seems to me that people needing jobs or 
assistance with finding a job is growing 
larger.  I include myself in this group.  
The job market today is tight for many in 
Michigan.  Are you feeling like you need 
to join those on the corner of Pennsylvania 
with a sign asking for help of any sort? 
I came across last year with an attitude 
of not wanting to gum up the works by 
asking for help.  This year I am looking at 
any and all types of help.  Does coercion 
happen to most of us when it comes to 
coming out about being LGBT? 

The two recent major storms we had in 
the Lansing area were tough on everyone.  
Did we stare at that snow pile in the 

streets and count on our neighbors to come 
dig us out?  Chances are they were waiting 
on us.  While I was trying to find the 
sidewalk snow and pushing the snow plow 
erratically I wondered where to start and 
how to get into the zone? 

You’ve got to apply yourself to search 
for a job every day. Worker bees in the 
world are moving up, dying, being fired, 
or moving. To get ahead these days try to 
be like lionesses - get out there and hunt.  
Don’t wait for something to be dropped at 
your lap. 

You know it’s not about popularity but 
how much you put effort into your work?  
At least it should be.  We let those who 
are scared about losing our job just for 
being who we are change our behavior.  
Some may treat us as if we are a sly fox 
in the chicken roost. We have skills and 
the ability to do a good job and to pay our 
bills. Why instead of focusing on the right 
things do they give us ultimatums, such as 
keep quiet, over our head? 

There’s no such thing as stability anymore 
or the American dream of making a living 
when you’re LGBT or perceived to be 
is there?  Another job coach I worked 
with made me feel like I have to hide or 
not mentioning the truth which is spread 
across the web and my life. I am hopeful 
I can find some meaningful work where 
I am accepted as a whole person, capable 
of doing the job and being respected for 
being true to myself. 

brought by a widower and his [dead] spouse 
seeking to have their Maryland marriage 
recognized by the state of Ohio.  

The Obergefell judge ruled:  “Under the 
Constitution of the United States, Ohio 
must recognize valid out-of-state marriages 
between same-sex couples on Ohio death 
certificates, just as Ohio recognizes all other 
out-of-state marriages, if valid in the state 
performed, and even if not authorized nor 
validly performed under Ohio law. 
“That is, once you get married lawfully in 
one state, another state cannot summarily 
take your marriage away, because the right 
to remain married is properly recognized as 
a fundamental liberty interest protected by 
the Due Process Clause of the United States 
Constitution.”

Siding with the Obergefell couple, the 
Supreme Court decision would allow 
couples in Michigan and the other 28 states 
to get married in any of the 18 states with 
marriage equality — and would require 
Michigan and all other states to honor those 
marriages. 

The U.S. Supreme Court also has several 
other options available to it.  However, it 
most likely will be sometime in 2015 before 
the Court issues its opinion on marriage 
equality; it is virtually impossible for the 
Court to avoid this issue any longer.

(Continued from page 1)

Then & Now
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LAHR News
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The LAHR Board 
recently held its 
January meeting on 
Sunday, Jan.  12 – 

usually the second Sunday of each month.  
This was a very successful meeting with 
the following Board members present:   
Penny, Frank, Nancy, Joe, Mike, Dawn, 
Phil, Jennifer, Madeleine and myself.  
In addition, we had three MSU interns 
present as well as newly elected Board 
member Dalena Cross, who is returning 
to the board after a leave of absence.  
Dalena was elected at our Annual Meeting 

in September, but had to take a leave 
of absence shortly after the election.   
Welcome back!!

The Board supported a motion by Frank 
to purchase the film, United In Action.  
This is an educational film about HIV / 
AIDS.  LAHR has plans to soon have 
another Town Hall event to improve the 
community understanding about HIV / 
AIDS and plans to show this excellent 
film.

Each of our interns introduced themselves 
and spoke briefly about the subjects they 
plan to work on.  Michael expressed 
interest in helping with the above 
mentioned HIV / AIDS educational project 
as well as researching and educating 
on the subject of bulling.  Molly will 

be working 
with others, 
who previously 
organized LAHR’s 
successful Town 
Hall on the Boy 
Scouts, to further 
research and 
educate on still 
existing Boy Scout 
issues.  Jillian 
plans to expand 
upon the aging 
project / grant that 
LAHR previously 
produced with 

MSU – Greater Lansing Guide to Aging 
Services for the LGBTQI Community.  
Jillian hopes to develop a survey, educate 
and report findings to enhance the Guide.

For further information about these 
projects, please read the articles 
submitting by Jillian and Michael that 
are also published in this issue of the 
newsletter.

tonight was another lost opportunity to 
begin the discussion.”
“Equality Michigan is eager to work 
with Governor Snyder and members 
of both parties to finally modernize 
Michigan’s civil rights law. As 
the Governor’s own Civil Rights 
Department has noted, changing the law 
is vital to Michigan’s efforts attracting 
companies looking to compete in today’s 
market. Committing to one day having a 
discussion is not enough, the Governor 
needs to show leadership and bring 
an end to workplace discrimination in 
Michigan now.”

Equality Michigan has worked 
passionately for over 20 years to 
achieve full equality and respect for all 
people in Michigan regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity or gender 
expression. For more information, visit 
www.equalitymi.org.

(Continued from page 7)

State of the State
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 

Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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