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A Work in Progress - Aging
by Jillian Knapp

To recap my project 
consists of LAHR 
board members 
and I creating a 
survey to hand out 
to Lansing senior 
housing facilities 

and nursing homes on the matters of 
senior centers affirming environments for 
elderly LGBT individuals. Some of the 
questions include LGBT specific training 
of staff, LGBT information provided to 
residence, anti-discrimination polices, and 
LGBT marketing efforts. Anyone who has 
conducted a research project knows that 
getting interviews with people is not exactly 
easy. They could be out of the office, they 
don’t call you back, they forget scheduled 
interviews, and the list goes on. That is the 
place I am at right now in my research, the 
individuals I want to interview are being 
difficult to interview. It is not that they 
do not want to be interviewed. Problem 

is everyone has their own job to do; and 
stopping make time for another person is 
not always possible. I have conducted a 
few interviews though and I have a couple 
interviews scheduled for the future. I believe 
if I keep being persistent I will have more 
interviews under my belt. 

The reason I am conducting my research 
is make senior centers aware that much of 
the baby boomer generation is retiring and 
that a large portion of that group are LGBT 
individuals. According to the Admiration 
on Aging, 1.7 to 4 million people over 60 
are a part of the LGBT community with 
that number growing each year.[1] A large 
portion of these people will go to live in 
senior homes. A study done in 2010 found 
that out of the 769 aging LGBT people 
interviewed there were 853 incidents of 
mistreatment by staff members in senior 
centers.[2]Overall 75% of the surveyed 
population would not disclose their sexual 
orientation or gender identity if they ended 
up in intuitional care.[3]This forces aging 
LGBT individuals back into the closet so to 

Successful 
LAHR / LCC 
Event
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The LAHR / LCC 
GSA health educational event, including 
the showing of the movie United  in 
Anger, was a success as can be seen 
in the picture. Approximately 20 
people were in attendance.  There were 
two presentations by the HIV/AIDS 
Resource Center and by Kevin Gierman 
from the Grand Rapids Red Project.  In 
addition, Todd Heywood contributed 
to the discussion.  The information 
provided had the related goals of 
improving health, preventing HIV and 
reducing risk.   The movie provided 
an excellent introduction providing 
the historical background about ACT 
UP, the very successful organization 

that helped raise awareness during the 
negligent years of the 1980s 

LAHR intern, Michael Robinson, also did 
a presentation reporting upon the results 
of his research into HIV & AIDS.  Please 
check out Michael’s excellent article, HIV 
and the Challenge for Youth, included in 
this issue of the newsletter.

One important message that was stressed 
at the event was the importance of 
knowing your HIV status.  The Lansing 

Area AIDS Network, LAAN, provides 
free HIV testing – there is a rapid test 
that is now available.  Testing is available 
at three locations around town.  These 
include the LAAN Office (appointments 
only Tuesday from 3 to 8 p.m.) at 913 
W. Holmes Rd, Lansing, Diversity 
Psychological Service (walk in Wednesday 
6 to 8 p.m.) 1310 Turner St. in Lansing’s 
Old Town and Diversity Psychological 
Services (appointment only Thursday 6 
to 8 p.m.) at 601 Abbot Rd., Suite 103, in 
East Lansing.

Michigan Legalizes  
Same-sex Marriage
From the conclusion of  
judge Friedman’s ruling. 
 
“In attempting to define this case as a 
challenge to “the will of the people,” Tr. 
2/25/14 p. 40, state defendants lost sight of 
what this case is truly about:   people.   No 
court record of this proceeding could ever 
fully convey the personal sacrifice of these 
two plaintiffs who seek to ensure that the 
state may no longer impair the rights of their 
children and the thousands of others now 
being raised by same-sex couples.   It is the 
Court’s fervent hope that these children will 
grow up “to understand the integrity and 
closeness of their own family and its concord 
with other families in their community and 
in their daily lives.”   Windsor, 133 S. Ct. 
at 2694.  Today’s decision is a step in that 
direction, and affirms the enduring principle 
that regardless of whoever finds favor in 
the eyes of the most recent majority, the 
guarantee of equal protection must prevail. 
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Intergenerational Action

Dear Reader,
We still await the verdict of the trial to overturn the ban on same sex marriage in our lovely 
state.  As I write this in mid-March and remain hopeful, even in the delay.  Though, it is not about 
marriage that I wish to write.   

Today I protested on the State Capitol steps with a group of young activists from MSU.  Although it was about the 
rape insurance law, and about the diminishment of womyn’s right to reproductive freedoms—well, really that is a 
misnomer;  not that we ever had it, but again, it is not about these crucial issues I wish to write.  

It was a sunny day, albeit a half of the Capitol steps still had melting snow, so we scrunched together, and shouted 
our chants, cheerfully greeted one and all. We waved and assured the students of various elementary school groups 
that this was their capitol and enjoy their visit.  One teacher even thanked us for demonstrating democracy on our 
capitol steps for her very class! Yay.  And again, that is not what I wish to write either.  

Now I am at the place of writing what I wish….  These young idealists, activists, womyn and men alike were 
there!  They took the bus from campus, they showed up!  They were enthusiastic, they were committed, and they 
were prepared.  Those things were wonderful, but it was also the power that together we made a difference, to 
ourselves, to those who contemplated our issues--no matter how shallowly-- as they approached and walked on 
by.  A male, who is white, a mechanic, walking by asked if he could join in our action! Holy moly!  Another white-
bearded, white guy climbed the steps and grabbed a sign and shouted chants as well.  I wonder because there were a 
percentage of young men there, that these older guys felt comfortable joining us. 

 It’s been a while since I have protested in an intergenerational group, and then I was on the young side of the 
spectrum: Intergenerational rocks!  I of course represented my age group of over 70 and these two guys represented 
the 30-50 age groups, and the rest, maybe 30 of them represented those of undergraduate age:  So energizing.  

So, let’s keep looking for opportunities to join and be energized by ourselves and by others, being on the front lines 
of advocating for full equality for all.  

In solidarity, 
Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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Sending 
Mixed 
Messages – 
Boy Scouts
by Molly Stephens, 
LAHR Intern

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) 
membership standards resolution is rife 
with paradox - opening with reasonable 
and justifiable values of Scout Oath 
and Scout Law, and concluding with a 
seemingly contradictory and illogical 
adult leadership standard.

According to Scout Law, a scout is 
helpful, friendly, courteous, and kind, 
among others- all positive human 
characteristics. The Scout Oath begins 
with upholding the precepts of the 
Declaration of Religious Principle, 
or duty to God. It also includes being 
“mentally awake” meaning keeping 
an open mind, striving to learn more, 
and being curious about the world 
around you. The oath ends with an 
honor to be morally straight (ironically, 
straight in this context does not mean 
heterosexual). To be morally straight, as 
it is defined in the Boy Scout Handbook, 
actually means, “To be a person of 
strong character, guide your life with 
honesty, purity, and justice. Respect 
and defend the rights of all people. 
Your relationship with others should be 
honest and open…” (1990). This request 
in itself seems pretty incongruent with 
the allowance of discrimination and it 
could be argued that living honestly and 
openly would overthrow one’s need to 
conceal sexual orientation and conform 
to intolerance. It is also important 
to note that BSA is nonsectarian and 
therefore the BSA Declaration of 
Religious Principle does not define what 
constitutes a belief in God or religious 
practice, suggests a respect for all 
religions, and encourages all to worship 
God in whichever way they so choose. 

BSA directly states, “It is the mission of 
the Boy Scouts of America to prepare 
young people to make ethical and moral 
choices over their lifetimes by instilling 
in them the values of the Scout Oath 
and Scout Law” (2013).  Additionally, a 
portion of the adult leadership standard 
states, “The applicant must possess 

say. This is why policies and procedures that 
include the LGBT community need to be put 
into effect now.

One policy that helps elderly LGBT 
individuals in end of life care is being able to 
assign their medical power of attorney. This 
gives LGBT individuals a chance to assign 
their partner or close friend to be the person 
who makes end of life decisions for them 
like comfort care and housing facilities. 
Individuals have the right to make these 
decisions for themselves in advance and in 
case a medical emergency. This makes it 
possible to not rely on family members who 
may not know what the aging LGBT person 
would want for their end of life care. 

My research will hopefully make known of 
any other policies that are in affect at senior 
centers for LGBT individuals. That is all for 
now, next month I will give you an update 
on how my project is developing. If readers 
have any information or stories about their 
experiences with health care facilities or 
senior centers feel free to share it with me at  
knappjil@msu.edu.

[1]Abrahms, Sally. “What Happened to the Welcome 
Mat? Nursing Homes and Gay Elders .” AARP. N.p., 9 
Aug. 2012. Web. 18 Mar. 2014.

[2]Lbid
[3]Lbid

17th Annual Frank Bigger 
Euchre Tournament
by Bill  Beachler, Publisher

The 17th Annual Frank Bigger Euchre 
Tournament / Potluck / Charity Event will be 
held at the Esquire Club on Saturday, May 3, 
2014.  The doors open at noon, there is a pot 
luck at 2:00 p.m. and the euchre tournament 
begins at 3:00 p.m.  The entry fee per person 
is $15 - $10 for the tournament, $2 for the 
loner pot, and $3 for the charity fundraiser.  
Bring a dish to pass and everyone always 
has a great time.  Everyone is welcome!! 

The Tuesday night weekly euchre 
tournaments are getting ready for the big 
tournament on May 3rd.  Most Tuesday 
nights the cost to play is $5 and $1 for the 
loaner pot.  On the first Tuesday of the 
month everything doubles - $10 to play and 
$2 for loaners.  Each week now until the 
big tournament, every set cost each player 
on the team 25 cents.  This is part of the 
big tournament charity event.  The money 
collected for the sets each week, is added to 
the money collected at the big tournament 
and given to local charities.  It is much easier 
getting set, when you know the money is 
going to a good cause.

The June newsletter will give the results 
of the fundraising activities, pictures from 
the event, a report on the big event and a 
listing of the charities who were voted by the 
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

by Christina Redmond

A youth “ages out” of 
foster care when they 
reach the age of majority 
without having been 
adopted, reunified with 
their family, placed in 
guardianship, or given 

a permanent family. In far too many cases, 
youth transitioning from dependence into 
adulthood are unable to have a smooth 
transition without a solid support system.

(Continued from page 3)

Euchre

Did you know…

1 in 5 youth that were once in foster care 
will become homeless at some time after 
leaving foster care.

One focus that the state of Michigan has 
had to address this head on is extending 
foster care to the age of 21 for youth, 
providing them with a safety net of 
supportive services and financial benefits 
during the critical transition to adulthood.  
Beginning as early as 14, youth begin 
preparation for adulthood with life skills 
and introducing important concepts for 
obtaining permanence.

Truth: By the age of 25, most young 
people will “make it”. They will have 
achieved a certain level of education 
and training that will provide them with 
the capacity to be financially successful. 
These same youth will also have obtained 
a level of social skills that will later play 
a significant role as they create their own 
families one day. These young people 
I am referring to are the ones that were 
able to transition out of foster care after 
being able to secure a healthy independent 
living placement with a supportive adult 
that was there to show them how to shop 
smart, to tell them why it isn’t a good idea 

to let your friend 
borrow your debit 
card, and why you 
should use your 
“professional” 
email and 
recorded 
voice mail for 
perspective 
employers to 
reach you. Ingham 
County DHS is 
in need of more 
individuals that 
are willing to open 
their homes to 

serve as an independent living placement 
for youth.

To find out how you can help a child 
in care, email Christina Redmond 
atredmondc2@michigan.gov or call 517-
775-2693.

Ingham County DHS is hosting its next 
Orientation onTuesday, April 8th from 
9am – 12pm and again on Thursday, 
April 24th from 5pm – 8pm

at the Ingham County Human Services 
Building (Door 3) located at 5303 S Cedar 
Street, Lansing, Michigan 48911

Can’t make this time? We can schedule 
an orientation at your home to answer 
all of your questions about being a foster 
parent or how you can help a child in care! 
Just call Christina Redmond, Licensing 
Specialist, at 517-775-2693 to schedule 
a convenient time and see how you can 
make a difference in the life of a foster 
child. 

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist

Christina Redmond, MS, LLMSW
DHS Ingham County
Licensing Specialist
Wk 517-775-2693
Fax 517-887-9500

players to receive this years’ donation and 
all the charities who have benefited by the 
event over the past 17 years.

If you enjoy playing euchre, please join us 
any Tuesday nights – anyone and everyone 
is welcome.  Also, mark your calendar to 
attend the 17th Annual Frank Bigger Euchre 
Tournament / Potluck / Charity Event!!
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LGBT Dinner Group 
Dinner at Golden 
Wok  

April 18, 6:30 pm
by Gary Hicks, Host

The April LGBT 
dinner will be held at 
the Golden Wok, 2755 

E. Grand River Ave, East Lansing on 
Friday, April 18, at 6:30 pm.  The Golden 
Wok offers a wide variety of Chinese fare 
at reasonable prices. 
  
All members of the Lansing area 
LGBT community, including students, 
are welcome to attend these monthly 
dinners.  We usually average about 10 
to 15 friendly people, and newcomers 
are always welcome.  Bring a partner/
spouse, friend, family member or come 
on your own and meet some people in 
our community.  These informal dinners 
are usually held the third Friday of each 
month at a different restaurant in the 
Lansing area and provide an opportunity 
to socialize over a casual meal.  

Please RSVP to Gary at hickslaw@gmail.
com by 3 pm on Friday, April 18, if you 
plan to attend so we know how much 
seating to request.

Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Marriage Issues 
Discredited

There are currently 
42 marriage equality 
challenges pending at 

the trial level in 17 states, and 6 cases are 
pending appeal in the federal Circuit Courts 
of Appeal. In each case, the opponents of 
marriage equality raise the same issues, 
and the Courts continue to shoot down the 
discredited arguments. 

The following is a summary of our 
opponent’s arguments in bold characters 
followed by typical responses in italics by the 
Judges in writing off these weary arguments.  
Keep the following legal principles in mind 
as you read the arguments below.  In order 
for a statute to be constitutional, the statute 
MUST have a secular purpose.  In addition, 
the challenged statute MUST have both 
a legitimate and a governmental purpose. 
Tradition is NOT a legitimate purpose. But 
even under the most deferential standard 
of review -- the “rational basis” test -- the 
Court must still “insist on knowing the 
relation between the classification adopted 
and the object to be obtained.” “Legislative 
enactments must implicate legitimate goals, 
and the means chosen by the legislature must 
bear a rational relationship to those goals.” 

The first arguments presented by our 
opponents is that the exclusion of same-sex 
couples from marriage is justified based 
on an interest in promoting responsible 
procreation within marriage. 

The Courts have held that the State’s interest 
in any relationship resting in responsible 
procreation “is so attenuated as to render 
the distinction arbitrary or irrational.” 
“Permitting same-sex couples to marry will 
not affect the number of opposite-sex couples 
who marry, divorce, co-habit, have children 
outside of marriage or otherwise affect the 
stability of opposite-sex marriage.” 

Our opponents also assert that prohibiting 
same-sex couples from marrying promotes 
the ideal that children born within a 
state-sanctioned marriage will be raised 
by both a mother and father in a stable 
family unit. 

Once again, the Courts have held that our 
opponents “failed to demonstrate any 
rational link between its prohibition of same-
sex marriage and its goal of having more 
children raised in the family structure they 
wish to promote.” “They have presented no 
evidence that opposite-sex couples will base 
their decisions about having children on the 
ability of same-sex couples to marry.” 

Our opponents contend that the State has 
a legitimate interest in proceeding with 
caution when considering expanding 
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All I’m Saying
by Dan Boutell

Modern Day Heroes

What is a hero?  In 
this day and age, what 
images do you conjure 
up in your mind when 

you hear the word?  Is it someone in a 
cape and mask?  Is it someone in uniform?  
Everyone has different opinions of what 
constitutes a hero and so do I.

To me, a hero is someone who stands up 
when no one else will. A hero sometimes 
takes an unpopular position on an issue 
and stands their ground.  A hero doesn’t 
back down when they are called names or 
intimidated.  Right now, two of the biggest 
heroes to me are April DeBoer and Jayne 
Rowse. 

If you have been following the news in 
Michigan right now, you will know who I 
am talking about.  I’m hoping by the time 
you read this, the judge will have made a 
decision in the case.  Who knows what it 

means for Gay Adoption and Gay Marriage 
in Michigan but, I’m hoping it means a 
world of good.

These two women, who are committed to 
each other, want to be able to have equal 
parental rights for their adopted children, 
under the law. Their case also brings into 
question the constitutionality of barring Gay 
Marriage in Michigan. They just want to be 
considered equal under the law, rather than 
second class citizens.

Do you understand what that means for the 
rest of us?  They have decided to play a part 
in history.  They have decided that they want 
to make it a better world for us and for future 
generations in Michigan. They are doing 
what none of us were willing to do.  For that, 
I applaud them.

Think about what that means for all of 
us.  Do you realize how close actual Gay 
Marriage is in Michigan?  The doors could 
be open for the rest of us within a week, a 
month, a year, or a few years. It is finally 
within reach.  I was at the polls in 2004 
when the Ban on Gay Marriage was on 
the ballot. I remember how awful the ads 
on TV were for it.  They talked about how 

“we” were forcing them to re-define what 
marriage meant to them.  What we consider 
equal rights, they considered an attack on 
their paradigm.

I have gone to rallies in support of Gay 
Marriage.  I have written my Congressmen 
and Senators. If you would have asked me in 
2004 if I would ever see Gay Marriage come 
to Michigan in my lifetime, I would have 
said maybe, but not until I was old.  Now, it 
could happen very soon! It’s exciting.

So, ask yourself, “What can I do to help 
win the fight?”  It may not require much 
but, it does require something. Don’t get 
complacent and expect it to just happen 
around you.  Get up and DO something to 
help win the fight!  I know I will be right 
there with you!

Tell me what you think.  Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome. Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com.

April Fool’s Day is April 1st
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Pastor Bonnie
by Rev. Bonnie 
Tarwater

Quantum Physics

Religion will only 
remain relevant if it 
embraces science. 

As it turns out, the new science of 
quantum physics and all the mystical 
world religions share much in 
common. Quantum physics teaches 
us that the observer changes reality 
and that everything is interconnected. 
Subatomic particles only exist when 
they are being looked at. Color is a 
good example of the many mysteries 
of physics. Color does not exist if 
it is not being perceived. Color, 
as I understand it, is a product of 
the interaction of light waves with 
different frequencies and the brain 
and eye, but color does not exist 
concretely. Love does not exist 
concretely either, but we all know that 
it exists powerfully all around us. 

Quantum physics like religion deals 
with the invisible world and in the 
new science of quantum physics we 
find bizarre phenomena that defy 
common sense. It deals with things 
that are unobservable and seemingly 
nonsensical, yet everyone agrees 
that the mathematical equations 
work and are the reasons we have 
gotten things to work like GPS, high 
definition TV’s and computers. Many 
physicists say that they don’t want 
to deal with the theories of quantum 
physics, but just do the experiments 
because they work. Others may say 
that this response is suspect because 
it is a betrayal of sciences to not try 
to understand what the world is really 
like. As it turns out, many quantum 
physicists do believe in God and as a 
minister in progressive Christianity, 
I feel it is urgent that we are in 
dialogue with all the sciences. I am 
not a scientist, so I cannot explain to 
you what quantum physics is, but as 
a theologian, I see the urgent need 
to connect religion with this exciting 
science today. I am told that quantum 
physics is so difficult that it is not 
even taught at the undergraduate 
level and you usually have to wait 
until you are in graduate school to 

begin learning about it, but I don’t think 
we should all wait to get a glimpse of 
what they are teaching for the religious 
ramifications are HUGE. 

Quantum physics tells us that 
consciousness is fundamental not matter. 
That is what mystics in all the world 
religions say in essence. The inner 
world affects the outer world. We are 
just waking up from the bad dream of 
literalism, materialism and determinism 
begun in the scientific revolution of the 
1700’s. People like Newton by the way, 
did believe in God, but their scientific 
theories were often used to convince 
people that God did not exist. Quantum 
physics opens us up to the grandeur 
perspectives of the infinite miraculous, 
God filled universe that ancient people 
took for granted. The one thing we need 
in our modern world more than anything 
I believe is a sense of the sacred nature 
of all creation. The biblical God gave 
this to ancient people and I don’t think 
the bible is doing that for modern 
people unless we relate it to science. 
Quantum physics seems to be the place 
where mystery and infinite possibilities 
exists so it is past time for religious 
communities to be in dialogue with the 
cutting edge of quantum physics. 

Relativity 
says that 
the order of 
things that 
happens is 
not the same 
for two 
people. If I 
say A comes 
first, and 
you say B 
comes first 
it turns out 
in the world 
of quantum 
mechanics 
both may be 
right. The 
black holes 
they study 
are dynamic 
and rip and 
they tell 
us that our 
universe 
has other 
universes 
budding off 
from itself 

giving us the “Many World Theory” 
or “Multiverse Theory.” Some realms 
may have two time dimensions, some 
may have three space dimensions, 
the possibilities are infinite, but they 
are not like this world we see and 
experience right now. Space and time 
are concepts not facts. I have heard a 
quantum physicist say that there may 
be universes that are filled with joy 
and love for example. Doesn’t that 
sound like a God realm? We cannot 
do experiments in the realms that 
quantum physics studies but the math 
works somehow. They are studying 
fields, realms just much like we do in 
religion and I believe we are invited 
to celebrate our intuition that love 
and God does exist in these realms. 
God is here with us in the invisible 
infinite and miraculous consciousness 
that is this awesome creation. What 
an exciting time to be alive! Does the 
interrelationship of science and religion 
interest you? Come to Edgewood 
United Church, where I just preached 
on Jesus, the Bible and Quantum 
Physics. www edgewooducc.org. All 
are invited to come to my installation 
April 6th 3 pm where the “fields”and 
“realms’ of celebration, joy and love 
will be observable and real.
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Sandi Smith & Linda Lombardini
April 1
19 years

Married in NYC 6 months ago. 

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Out of Service
by Frank Vaca, LAHR Vice President

How would you feel if you received a 
snotty email from someone after waiting 
weeks about a process that is supposed 
to take 3 to 5 days?  The email left me 

sleepless, wondering, pondering, and angry. I even wrote to 
their supervisor about it and have yet to hear back. I guess 
what makes me mad is no human element found anything 
personal. There was no let me check into it or sorry it seems 
to be taking more then 3-5 business days?  That’s what I 
have been facing lately -  nothing personal, just SNEARING 
and RUDE professional demeanor. Who left them without 
chocolate or hot cocoa? 

Is there harm serving our community from your own career 
station?  I recently heard that a friend had to protest her 
chosen field did not in any way reflect what’s going on in 
their community. Are you putting yourself at risk of helping 
people in your career who may be in your field?  Are you 
afraid to be labeled a liaison or ousted as an Ally of the 
population? Is doing your job for LGBT clients and doing it 
well a work hazard?

Lansing Community College does not have a preferred name 
setup for students, faculty, and staff. Their system 
banner will not allow anything other than legal 
binding. No one was going to report that they had 
this problem come up to them. GSA had to have 
another student come report it to us. I see we are 
still working on the alliance part.

Where does the line of Over Volunteering and the need for 
professional come in?  I had to get a reality check from one 
of our recent board members that the wheels of progress are 
slow. Just oiling the squeaky wheel seems to work at times.  I 
guess I should be thankful I am handling their dirty work but 
really a checkup after 3,000 miles?

Are you aware of Gay Baiting and heterosexist 
discrimination? It is perfectly legal it seems to lure people 
out of their comfort zone. Then nail them with insulation or 
assumption they are the problem. I was told I shouldn’t out 
myself in like the first five minutes even though it’s part of 
my past and probably will get this response again.

Unwritten rules or laws that are not foreseen in the simple 
project . What have you been facing out at workers? Unwind 
anonymously email me atvacaafrank@gmail.com.

Easter is
April 20th
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HIV and the 
Challenge 
for Youth
by Michael T. 
Robinson, LAHR 
Intern

This month I took a break from my 
research on bullying in schools, and 
focused on HIV. This past summer, I 
spent 3 weeks at an orphan care center 
called VVOCF in Zonkizizwe, South 
Africa. My time there was a mixture of 
utter joy and admiration for the people 
running the center, as well as the youth 
who were given a second home by it, 
but I was also disturbed to find out 
that it was estimated that 50% of the 
population had HIV in Zonkizizwe! This 
is due to a number of factors including 
the wide practice of concurrency, a lack 
of resources, and stigmas around HIV 
preventing people from getting tested.

I mention this, not to show how 
negatively affected other parts of the 
world are, but rather to emphasize 

that aside from widespread practice of 
monogamous relationships, instead of 
concurrent ones, the problems faced in 
the US are very similar. There is a much 
wider access to necessary resources in 
the United States than in South Africa 
for many, and yet in the United States 
about 83% of people living with HIV do 
not have private insurance, and nearly 
30% do not have coverage at all.

There most definitely needs to be 
much more done in legislation when 
it comes to HIV in the United States, 
but I think that the biggest problem we 
face are the stigmas and stereotypes 
that surround HIV.  There are ideas of 
HIV being a ‘gay disease,’ something 
that isn’t relevant in the US, and that it 
isn’t something to worry about because 
of the advanced treatment.  All of these 
misconceptions are especially damaging 
for those who were around or weren’t 
conscious of what was happening with 
HIV in the 80s and 90s—youth! In 
2009, 20-24 year olds accounted for the 
highest rate of new HIV diagnoses…
clearly there is something missing. 

(Continued on page 10)

the moral, educational, and emotional 
qualities that the Boy Scouts of America 
deems necessary to afford positive 
leadership to youth. The applicant 
must …subscribe to the precepts of 
the Declaration of Religious Principle, 
and abide by the Scout Oath and the 
Scout Law” (2013). This still sounds 
reasonable, right? Why is it then that 
BSA, alongside all of the genuinely 
positive and valuable messages it has 
relayed to youth, found it necessary to 
keep the mandatory ban on membership 
of LGBT adults? If homosexuality is in 
no way addressed within the Declaration 
of Religious Principle, Scout Oath, 
or Scout Law, and therefore, does 
not interfere with advancement of 
BSA goals, then what is it that BSA 
is clinging to in order to justify such 
discrimination?  It might be a way to 
satisfy some of the 70% of their partners 
that are religious organizations, but 
those relations were already tested 
regardless with the removal of the ban 
on openly gay youth. 

(Continued from page 3)

Mixed Messages
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marriage to encompass same-sex couples. 
But they are not able to cite any evidence to 
justify their fears.  The Supreme Court held 
that “mere negative attitudes, or fear . . . are 
not permissible bases. . .” 

The Court did not find this argument 
persuasive.

Our opponents argue that preserving the 
traditional definition of marriage is 
itself a legiti-mate state interest. “Neither 
the antiquity of a practice nor the fact of 
steadfast legislative and judicial adherence 
to it through the centuries insulates it from 

constitutional attack”. “Ancient lineage of a 
legal concept does not give it immunity from 
attack for lacking a rational ba-sis.” “The 
court finds that the State’s interest in preserving 
its traditional definition of marriage is not 
sufficient to survive rational basis review.” 

As ultra-conservative Justice Scalia has noted, 
“‘preserving the traditional institution of 
mar-riage’ is just a kinder way of describing 
the State’s moral disapproval of same-sex 
couples.” Our opponents were “unable to 
articulate a specific connection between its 
prohibition of same-sex marriage and ANY 
of its stated legitimate interests. At most, they 
asserted: ‘We just simply don’t know.’” 

The Court did not find this argument 
persuasive.

(Continued from page 5) (Continued from page 9)

Then & Now Challenge for Youth

Reflecting on my own education and 
the lack of information I was given on 
HIV in school frustrates me because 
the United States has the necessary 
knowledge and resources to significantly 
reduce new infections, yet there is 
minimal effort to educate and de-
stigmatize HIV for people living in 
the United States.  That being said, I 
strongly encourage everyone to get 
tested and know their status, and to 
encourage schools to really talk about 
what HIV is, how do you get it, who is 
at greatest risk, and why. 
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SUNDAY
•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 

congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 

Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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