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MSU Homecoming 
Excitement
by Bill Beachler, MSU GLBT Alumni Assoc.

Homecoming is just 
around the corner.  With 
Indiana coming to town 

and MSU predicted to have another winning 
team, there is excitement in the air in East 
Lansing.  Early predictions have MSU winning 
this game.  Michigan State has another good 
opportunity to win the Legends Division and play in another Big 
Ten Championship game.  We will be inviting our LGBT Indiana 
friends to our party. 

 The MSU GLBT Alumni Association is expecting this excitement 
to also be present at our eighth annual MSU Homecoming party 
/ reception on Friday October 11, 2013, following the MSU 
Homecoming Parade. The  party will take place from 6:30 to 9:30 
in the spacious Red Cedar Room with fireplace at the Kellogg 
Center.

This fun event will include excellent food (do not eat dinner in 
advance),  a cash bar including soda, free coffee, our beautiful 

AIDS WALK Lansing/East Lansing
 

by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

JUST DAYS AWAY: PLEASE JOIN US!
Start a Team! More  
Critical Now than Ever!

Sunday, September 29, 2013

On Sunday, September 29, 2013, AIDS Walk 
Michigan Lansing/East Lansing will be held at Valley Court Park in 
East Lansing (behind People’s Church). Registration begins at 11:00 
AM and the Walk will kick-off 
at 1:00 PM.  

This year’s walk may be one 
of the most critical in recent 
years. The landscape for 
AIDS Service Organizations 
across Michigan and the 
entire nation is changing. Although LAAN and 
other agencies in Michigan are well situated 
for Fiscal 2014, it is uncertain what the long term 
future may look like. The one thing that I am certain is that AIDS 
Service Organizations such as LAAN, and LAAN specifically, 
are committed to providing those services that are essential in the 
provision of considered HIV care and prevention services.

While AIDS Service Organizations such as LAAN look at possible 
decreased funding in the future while needs continue to increase, 
it is equally critical that the community understand that HIV has 
not gone away, that the need still exists, and that supporters remain 
passionate about the cause. For both of these reasons LAAN invites 
you to “Walk the Walk”! Please be cognizant of that old adage; 
and “Don’t just talk the talk, but walk the walk!”  Funds for 
AIDS Walk Michigan come from a variety of sources. Individuals 
and teams participating in the 5k Walk secure pledges from friends, 
family members and their communities. Corporate contributions and 
sponsorships (cash or in-kind donations) from area businesses are 
also donated. 

AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing receives tremendous support 
from many community partners within the LGBT community.  The 
community has generously supported the Walk through Individual 
Walkers and Walk Teams.  The past support provided by Mi-
GOAL (Michigan Gay Officers Action League), LanSing OUT, the 
Equality Band of Michigan, Equality Michigan, and LGBT groups 
from both Michigan State University and Lansing Community 
College has been extremely helpful.  In addition to performing at 
past events, both the chorus and the band groups have served as 

What’s with Marriage?
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

ACLU, LAHR and a host of other local 
and state-wide advocacy organizations are 
planning a forum at the Hannah Center on 
Marriage Equality.  The exact date at  the 
end of September is in the works as we 
speak.

On the Federal Level, Defense of Marriage Act, (DOMA) has 
been “ended”, but has it?  In Michigan, what’s this federal ruling 
mean for same sex couples?  What’s down the road for us?  
How’s it relate to Civil Rights anyway?  What’s on the horizon in 
the very near future that could very well end the ban on same sex 
marriage in Michigan?  Come to this informative, engaging, and 
critical event for all who believe in civil rights, at the Hannah 
Center in East Lansing on 26th of September from 6:30-8:30pm.

Panelists and exact date are being pinned down as we speak.  
You won’t want to miss this evening event! Stay tuned to 
LAHRonline, LAHR’s Facebook page, for the final details.   
We want to see you there! 
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear LAHR Newsletter Reader, 

Pride just ended.  Here in Lansing we celebrated us!  In parade, protest, and entertainment we proudly 
made our presence known.  In addition to celebrating each other as well as ourselves, we celebrated 
our supportive friends, families, and allies as we came together in solidarity.  It is important that we 
acknowledge ourselves in celebration as we make our way in a state of inequality as a minority population 
of Lesbian women, gay men, and bisexual and transgender women and men.  

It seems a burden of fear, created in our inequality, is lifting ever so slightly off of us with the Supreme Court deciding against 
the California ban on same sex marriage, and their overturning of the Defense of Marriage act (DOMA)! Every forecast that 
I read prior to the decisions, were that it was more certain DOMA would be overturned, less certain that the California ban 
would.  And that we most likely would get only one of the decisions toward our equality-- certainly not two!  These mistaken 
forecasts were preparing us for disappointment when one or the other was not struck down.  Imagine our surprise when 
our equality, long denied us through DOMA, and a precedent setting overturning of a state ban in California, against legal 
recognition of our relationships.  We, in Michigan, of course, live under our own constitutional ban against same sex marriage 
and are denied protection against discrimination under our own state’s Elliott Larson non-discrimination law, by the absence of 
sexual orientation, gender expression and gender identity as protected classes.  Though, don’t you feel at least a slight lifting of 
the boot of oppression and inequality off of our throats?  Don’t you dream of an end in sight of our oppression, at least under 
the law?  So, it is important celebrate!

I hope you stopped by the LAHR booth and said hello!  And  continue to let everyone know that our celebration,  because of 
many before us,  fought and continue to fight for all of our rights as loving, equal citizens of the United States.

Feeling almost free!
Penny

Letter from the Prez

Election Update
by Bill Beachler, LAHR PAC

The November general election will be 
Tuesday, November 5, 2013.  LAHR 
PAC will have the candidate ratings in 
the October newsletter.  The following 
winners from the August primary election 
will be on the ballot:  Virg Bernero and 
Harold Leeman for Mayor; Judy Brown 
Clark, Kathie Dunbar, Brian Jeffries, and 
Ted O’Dell for Lansing City Council 
At Large and Chong Anna Canfora and 

Jessica Yorko for Lansing Ward 4.

Voting will be difficult for the LGBT 
community because all of the candidates 
for Mayor and City Council At Large 
are rating Very Positive or above.  East 
Lansing will also have candidates on the 
November ballot:  two four-year terms 
and one partial two-year term.  There are 
no school board elections.

LAHR PAC is meeting Sept 12th to rate 
East Lansing candidates and discuss 
donations. Lansing incumbents are all 

favored to retain their seats.  East Lansing 
will be the most interesting. 

In addition, LAHR PAC is rating 5 
candidates and communicating with the 
County Board regarding the appointment 
to Deb DeLeon’s vacated seat.  The 5 
candidates are:  Bryan Beverly, Bryan 
Crenshaw (past LAHR PAC member), 
Robert Hudson, Catherine Mooney 
and Cindy Redman (past LAHR Board 
member).
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(Continued from page 1)

MSU Homecoming

green, white & purple décor, background music, and the 
opportunity to meet the 2013-2014 LGBT scholarship 
recipients.  This is also an opportunity to network with 
other grads and to meet many new friends – MSU grads, 
faculty & staff, students, Indiana guests and especially 
all our friends of MSU.  You may park free in the 
Kellogg Center parking ramp. Tickets will be sold at the 
door for $20 per person. 

For more information, contact Bill Beachler at  
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.  We thank our sponsors the 
Greater Lansing Convention & Visitors Bureau and the 
MSU Federal Credit Union.  Check out our excellent 
website at https://www.msu.edu/~glbtalum/ .

Everyone is invited!!  

LAHR Annual Meeting
by Frank Vaca, LAHR Vice President
 
LAHR will be holding it’s annual meeting and election 
of officers following the AIDS Walk lunch.  Everyone 
is invited to attend this meeting; however, only LAHR 
members are able to vote. Anyone interested in joining 
the LAHR Board, please contact LAHR President, 
Penny Gardner at 484-4512 or marydrpenny@yahoo.
com  New Board members are encouraged and 
welcomed – help us make our local community a better 
a place!!  Please attend!!
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LAHR Board member Phil Parmelee entertains guests at LAHR’s dinner / movie event.

LAHR Dinner / Movie 
Success
Bill Beachler, LAHR Board
 
LAHR’s Dinner / Movie Event was 
a big success – see picture.  There 
were 25 people in attendance, who 
enjoyed dinner, including a donation 
of excellent food from Olive Garden 
as well as home cooked items from 
LAHR Board members

Following dinner was the showing 
of Love Free or Die, which was 
especially enjoyed by our seven 
guests from the downtown Central 
United Methodist Church.  This 
movie debuted on the national 
PBS series and was a documentary 
about the experiences of openly gay 
Episcopalian  Bishop Gene Robinson.

LAHR received generous donations 
totaling $400 to be provided for our 
grant to LGBT youth.  LAHR thanks 
everyone who donated.
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All I’m Saying
by Dan Boutell

Summer time in the 
Neighborhood

I’m sure most people 
feel the same as me but, 
I love to spend as much 

time outdoors in the summer as possible. Since 
I detest winter so much and am cooped up 
inside for six months of the year, I really try to 
enjoy the warm weather when we have it. This 
summer, the weather has not cooperated very 
well.

I saw a meme on Facebook the other day that 
made me laugh out loud. It said, “I would have 
tried to enjoy summer more if I’d known it was 
only going to last three weeks”. That pretty 
much sums up this summer. I am so behind in 
my yard work this year because it seems that 
every day I have had off it has either rained, 
been too cold, or too hot. Oh well. I guess that 
beats being 100 degrees and muggy every day. 
The funny thing is, the only really hot week we 
had this summer is the exact week the Central 
Air unit decided to die. What made it more 
ironic was the fact that the day we finally had 

the new unit installed, is the day the heat broke. 
We have used the new A/C for about 4 hours 
since we had it installed. However, I digress.

What I truly love about summer is the 
interactions you have with the people in your 
neighborhood. You get almost none of this 
in the winter because people are inside and 
just run from their houses to their cars. In the 
summer you, hang out on the porch, walk your 
dog longer and farther, work in your yard, 
and a plethora of other outdoor things. The 
point is, people interact more because they are 
outside more. That is really one of the reasons 
I adore summer. When we are outside on our 
front porch or working in the yard, we always 
have someone stop by and chat for a few. 
Sometimes we even get that while working in 
our backyard. We have one particular neighbor 
who has a gate from his yard to ours and 
sometimes just stops over to chat for a few.

I do also like the fact that we have a huge 
front porch and spend many summer evenings 
sitting on it. We usually just sit there and do our 
own thing on our tablets but, the point is, we 
are together and spending quality time outside 
enjoying the weather. I enjoy the interaction 
with the neighbors and I enjoy meeting new 
people and saying hello. I don’t care what you 
think of Lansing. You can hate it or love it 

(why you would hate 
it, I don’t know) but, 
sitting on my front 
porch, in the summer, 
in my neighborhood, 
is one of my favorite 
places to be. I hope 
your summer has been 
as enjoyable!

Tell me what you think. 
Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always 
welcome. Write me 
atallimsaying@yahoo.
com.

Out at Work
by Frank Vaca,
LAHR Vice President

Champions Hold 
Your Head Up High

So in the library I found 
an article about LGBT 

humanitarians having to take the perspective 
of concealing their identities when they are 
in an unaccepting country. Which makes me 
wish I had some more “not made” in Russia 
Vodka to pour down the sewer drain. When 
we are welcomed to the Olympic Games 
are the streets going to be where people 
are getting beaten up for even looking the 
role?  Did not coming out hurt my chances 
with interviewers who were aware of my 
activities? 
 
Poor Jonny Weir the figure skater who hid 
his sexuality, like don’t label me.   Now he 
is like bring it on, but l now is going to have 
to play it butch. What tortures does he face 
when he goes outside the United States? I have 
about kicked myself because I have brought 
LGBT books on air planes cause that’s like the 
only thing I like to read. You remember the 
old news story about the US baggage where 
someone tapped on their baggage or even 
brought out the high security because of adult 
toys? Yes fly the friendly skies with care and 
you may want to carry your own parachute as 
long as it’s not rainbow.

How the heck is a cable company going 
to stop a huge hateful society from 
discriminating against their own when they 
are recording the friendly games? By having 
our allies watch our backs and pulling 
the good guys out at any sign of trouble?  
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A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? - Part 19

Where is the society  
which does not struggle along 

under a dead-weight of tradition  
and law inherited from its grandfathers?  

– Suzanne LaFollette

The U.S. Constitution is the supreme 
law of the land.  It was adopted in 
1787 by the Constitutional Convention 
in Philadelphia.  It has been amended 
numerous times.  The first ten 
amendments are known as the Bill of 
Rights.  It was the first constitution 
in the world and has been the basis of 
the development of law in many other 
countries.  Constitutional law includes 
not only the Constitution itself, as it 
has evolved over the centuries, but a 
large body of caselaw (printed court 
decisions).  Most of this caselaw is in 
the Federal Courts.  There are three 
levels of Federal Courts:  District 
Courts (Michigan has the Eastern and 
Western Districts), Federal Circuit 
Courts (Michigan is in the 6th Circuit), 
and the Supreme Court.  Our Supreme 
Court has nine justices:  John Roberts, 
Jr. (Chief Justice), Antonin Scalia, 
Anthony Kennedy, Clarence Thomas, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, 
Samuel Alito, Jr., Sonia Sotomayor and 
Elena Kagan. 

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Excellent Michigan 
Legal Analysis
 
In August 2012, Judge 
Bernard Friedman, 
a Reagan appointee, 

invited two lesbians, Jayne Rowse and 
April DeBoer, who were challenging 
Michigan’s ban on adoption by same-
sex couples to amend their complaint to 
challenge Michigan’s ban on same-sex 
marriage which he posited was “the 
underlying issue”.  

On March 7, 2013, after hearing arguments 
in DeBoer v. Snyder, Judge Friedman 
announced that he would delay ruling 
pending the outcome of two same-sex 
marriage cases pending before the U.S. 
Supreme Court.  

On July 1, citing the Supreme Court decision 
in Windsor, Judge Friedman denied the 
state officials’ motion to dismiss the suit.  
According to the judge, the plaintiffs “are 
entitled to their day in court.”  

Motions for Summary Judgment have been 
filed by both parties, and oral arguments 
are scheduled for October 1.  A Summary 
Judgment is granted when there are no 
material issues of fact, and the person 
bringing the motion is entitled to Judgment 
as a Matter of Law.  (In other words, “Judge: 
read all the papers and we win.”)

The Motion submitted by the Attorney 
General was so fraught with errors, 
misstatements of the law, citations to 
overruled cases, reliance on Baker v. 
Nelson, a case which 6 appellate decisions 
and 1 bankruptcy decision has said has no 
relevance, and reliance on arguments already 
dismissed by the U.S. Supreme Court as 
being inadequate.  

In addition, the Attorney General also cited 
numerous trial court decisions to back up 
his position.  Any first-year law student 
knows that trial court decisions have no 
precedential or binding precedent on anyone 
outside their court room.  

Michigan relies on 2 arguments:  Baker 
v. Nelson is binding, and Michigan’s 
marriage amendment does not violate 
the Equal Protection clause because 

the State has 3 �rational bases for the 
disparate treatment of gays:  a childrearing 
environment with both sexes as role 
models; promoting naturally procreative 
relationships; and using caution before 
imposing experimental relationships on 
society.

Baker v. Nelson was a summary dismissal 
of an appeal from a Minnesota Supreme 
Court decision, saying Minnesota law 
did not allow gay couples to marry and 
that such a law did not violate the Federal 
Constitution.  When the U.S. Supreme 
Court issues a “summary dismissal,” it 
is saying that the case does not raise any 
issue for the Court to address.  In doing 
so, the Court restricts using that case as 
precedent to the very specific set of facts 
in that case.  

The problem is: Baker is no longer good law. 
Significant doctrinal developments since 
Baker, decided in 1971, have changed the 
landscape of gay rights and marriage rights. 

Sex-based discrimination had not even 
been developed in 1971, not coming into 
existence until 1976. There was no such 
thing as intermediate or heightened scrutiny 
in 1971.  Antigay discrimination did not 
even need a rational basis until 1996 (Romer 
v. Evans).  And, until Lawrence v. Texas in 
2003, gays were still presumptive criminals.

Next month, I will do a more thorough 
analysis of the Equal Protection 
“arguments”. In the meantime, if this is the 
best that the State can do, we’re in great 
shape.

Finally, if a student of mine had turned in a 
pleading like the one the Attorney General 
submitted, I would have flunked him in a 
New-York minute.
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It’s Your Life
by Steve Findley

Long-Term Care 
Insurance and the 
LGBT Community
Part One

How would you pay for 
long-term care expenses, 

such as long-term care in your home or 
community, or an assisted living facility 
or nursing home? Would you use your 
existing assets or draw down funds from 
your retirement plan? Have your family 
and friends chip-in? Spend down in an 
attempt to qualify for Medicaid? It’s a 
pressing question for anyone over 40, and 
it’s an especially important question for 
members of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender (LGBT) community 
because they may face obstacles in this 
area other members of society may not.

The Federal Government does not 
acknowledge gay marriages.1 As a result, 
surviving spouses of a gay marriage, 
domestic partnership, or civil union 
are not eligible for Medicaid’s spousal 
impoverishment provision. Spouses in 
LGBT marriages, domestic partnerships, 
or civil unions are also not able to access 
a deceased spouse’s social security, 
IRAs, and other retirement benefits like 
surviving spouses in traditional marriages 
may. Even issues like inheritance law and 
federal pensions can be more complex for 
same-sex couples.

Planning for long-term care for members 
of the LGBT community can be further 
clouded by lack of family support, 
isolation, and discrimination issues. 
Because of these unique obstacles, long-
term care insurance can be an especially 
important tool for LGBT people.

The need for long-term care planning 
is real

Don’t think you’ll ever have any long-
term care expenses? Hopefully you won’t.  
However, the lifetime probability of 
becoming disabled in at least two activities 
of daily living is 68% for people age 65 
and over.2  About 44% of those reaching 
age 65 will enter a nursing home at least 
once.3  Many more of us will likely use 
other types of home and community-based 
long-term care services.

The truth is that for 
many of us, long-
term care is simply 
a natural part of 
living a long life. 
As we celebrate 
our longevity 
it makes good 
sense to consider 
planning for our 
potential long-term 
care needs. With 
life expectancies 
increasing, it’s 
likely many people 
will need long-term 
care in the future.

Long-term care 
defined

Long-term care 
is defined as the 
day-to-day care 
that a patient 
(generally, but not 
always, older than 
65) receives in a 
nursing facility or in 
his or her residence 
following an illness, injury, or cognitive 
impairment. The goal of long-term care 
services is to help you maximize your 
independence and functioning at a time 
when you may not be fully independent.

Long-term care can be surprisingly 
expensive. Costs vary widely by region, 
but the most recent New York Life 
Insurance Company Cost of Care Survey 
from 2012 showed that the average annual 
cost of a private room in a nursing home 
was $91,980 per year. The same survey 
showed that the hourly cost for in-home 
care services from a home health aide 
averaged $20 per hour.

Many people believe either their current 
health care coverage or Medicare will pay 
for the expenses associated with long-term 
care. Neither assumption is true. Health 
insurance doesn’t cover long-term care 
and Medicare covers only the first 100 
days of care in a skilled nursing facility 
following a hospital stay of at least three 
days. Medicaid will pay for nursing home 
care and some home and community-
based care but Medicaid is available only 
to certain low-income individuals and 
families who fit into an eligibility group 
that is recognized by federal and state law.

So if you should someday need long-term 
care, what are your options? There are 
three primary ways to pay for long-term 
care:

Pay for it yourself out of pocket: This 
could mean selling off assets, employing 
a reverse mortgage (which is the act of 
obtaining a loan against the value of a 
home’s equity in exchange for giving the 
lender the right to sell the home in the 
future), borrowing from a retirement or 
investment account, or maybe tapping 
into your 401(k) or savings. Or you could 
set aside a considerable portion of your 
assets into a rainy day fund specifically for 
potential future long-term care needs. 

Medicaid: If you have assets and are not 
eligible for Medicaid, you can “spend down” 
your assets to try to become eligible for 
Medicaid, but Medicaid eligibility varies by 
state4 and involves an often complex set of 
triggers. Remember, Medicaid is designed 
to help pay for care for individuals who are 
low income and unable to otherwise pay 
for care. Medicaid is not an entitlement 
designed to pay for all of America’s long-
term care needs. States continue to tighten 
Medicaid eligibility rules and increase asset 
“look-back” periods in an effort to cutdown 
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In-Kind Sponsors.  The Chorus has assumed 
the enormous task of providing a luncheon 
after the walk for over 400 individual 
walkers.  The Band had taken responsibility 
for providing a breakfast, in years past, prior 
to the walk.  The Michigan Gay Officers 
Action League (MI-GOAL) officially joined 
the event as a well represented Walk Team 
several years and has raised approximately 
a total of more than $2,000 in past years. 
Michigan Pride in partnership with LAAN 
will also be hosting their Red Party in 
support of HIV Awareness and Advocacy 
with a portion of the evening’s proceeds 
benefitting the Walk.

There are a number of strong community 
partnerships that make AIDS Walk 
successful each year. Officially hosted 
by Evans Scholars of Michigan State 
University for the past 17 years, the 
local service oriented fraternity provides 
extensive assistance in all phases of the 
fundraising event and raises nearly $2,000 
each year.  LAAN is deeply appreciative 
of those monumental efforts and grateful 
for the support provided by this year’s 
event sponsors; Williams Auto World and 
Fifth Third Bank.

The funds generated by each Walk are 
committed to HIV/AIDS education, 
prevention and awareness programs. It is 
important to know that all of the money 
collected by a community remains in that 
community to support local HIV services. 
For LAAN, AIDS Walk Lansing/East 
Lansing helps to not only raise donated 
funds to help underwrite the costs associated 
with programs and services but also helps 
to raise community awareness about HIV/
AIDS. It is important to know that for 
the last three funding cycles, LAAN has 
provided care services to those individuals 
living with HIV at a rate 0f 10% more than 
it is funded for. Funded to provide care 
services to 305 individuals, LAAN has 
already provided services to 337 at the time 
of this writing. You can understand the need!

Having successfully endeavored to create 
a more festive occasion for AIDS Walk 
Lansing/East Lansing, LAAN is intent on 
broadening those efforts this year.  Always a 
family friendly event, LAAN will enhance 
that experience by having both a kiddie 
station and a doggie station again this year.  
Both will feature treats and refreshments for 
children as well as canine family members. 

(Continued from page 1) (Continued from page 6)
AIDS Walk A Matter of LawClownie will be making a return visit this 

year, complete with his colorful balloon 
creations. The event will again be emceed 
by Tim Barron, WLMI, 92.9 FM with much 
entertainment.  The East Lansing Farmers 
Market was a welcome neighbor to the 
event last year with a lot of cross patronage.  
LAAN is expanding an opportunity for 
clients to share their concept of Living with 
HIV with original art pieces in Positive 
Expressions Exhibit Area. Some of those 
items will be offered for sale. As always, 
there is the opportunity for organizations 
to set up booths to display materials, 
provide entertainment, or share community 
information.

If you would like to register as an Individual 
or organize a Walk Team to represent your 
organization, you may create your own 
Walk Web Page and recruit or raise money 
for your team online. Friends, families, 
coworkers and supporters can pledge money 
by cash or by making an on-line donation 
via credit card on your individual home 
page.  It is fun, it is easy and it’s all for a 
great cause! 

Join us for a wonderful event at AIDS 
Walk Lansing/East Lansing 2012.  You 
may contact Jacob Distel at the LAAN 
office, 517-394-3719, Ext. 13. for more 
information about the event or to discuss 
the opportunity to set up a booth.  You 
can also check out the Walk website: 
www.aidswalkmichigan.org, simply 
scrolling to the Lansing/East Lansing 
page.

You may read the biographies of the nine 
justices at http://www.supremecourt.gov/
about/biographies.aspx

On June 26, 2013, the Supreme Court 
made two decisions that are favorable 
for the LGBTQ community.  In U.S. 
v. Windsor, the Supreme Court struck 
down the federal Defense of Marriage 
Act and decided that married same-sex 
couples are entitled to federal benefits.  
The language of the decision is very 
positive for the LGBTQ community, 
and the decision is unmistakably 
groundbreaking.  The aftermath will be 
very complicated and will require all of 
our attention in each individual state.  
The decision was based primarily on the 
Fifth Amendment to the Constitution 
which states that no person shall be 
deprived of life, liberty or property 
without due process of law.  The 
decision was 5-4.  Justice Kennedy 
delivered the opinion in a packed 
courtroom, and was joined in his opinion 
by Justices Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor 
and Kagan.     (to be continued).

Labor Day is September 1st
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September Friday LGBT 
Dinner Group 

DINNER AT FAMOUS 
DAVE’S 
IN HOLT
Sunday, September 
22 at 6 pm

by Gary Hicks, Host

The September LGBT 
Friday Night Dinner is 

moving to Sunday evening, September 22, 
at 6 pm at the new Famous Dave’s BBQ 
Restaurant, 2457 S. Cedar St. in Holt, just 
south of Willoughby Rd.
 
These monthly dinners are usually held 
the third Friday of every month at a 
different restaurant in the Lansing area. The 
September dinner is being held on a Sunday 
evening because the host will be out of 
town on both the third and fourth Fridays in 
September.

Everyone is welcome to attend, including 
family members, friends, partners, and 
spouses. MSU, LCC, and Cooley students 
are also encouraged to attend and meet some 
of Lansing’s more permanent residents. We 
usually average 10 to 15 friendly people for 
dinner and sometimes choose to walk or 
attend a movie after dinner. So whether you 
are new to the area or not, please come out 
and join us for dinner.

Please RSVP to Gary at hickslaw@gmail.
com by Sunday, September 22, at 3 pm 
if you plan to attend, so we can request 
appropriate seating.

HOLD THE DATE!
October 17, 7PM

Join Jody for
A Venomous Cocktail!

local Author, Jody Valley,
 (Former BTL Journalist)

Book release, wine and cheese, with 
A Short reading from her suspense novel,

“A Venomous Cocktail”

Schuler’s Books,
 Eastwood Towne Centre

(Continued from page 7)

(Continued from page 5)

It’s Your Life

Out at Work

on Medicaid costs. Medicaid also limits the 
number of beds in a facility that may be used 
by Medicaid patients and typically provides 
only limited coverage for in-home care or 
assisted living centers. If you have assets and 
you have the option of paying for your care 
with personal funds, assets, or insurance, 
planning to use Medicaid to pay for your 
potential long-term care needs may not be 
the best idea.

Long-term care insurance: Long-term 
care insurance transfers all or part of the 
responsibility of paying for long-term care 
to an insurance company. With long-term 
care insurance in place you know you 
have a pool of benefit dollars available 
that may be used to pay for care. This 
allows your retirement and financial plan 
to function as planned and helps you 
control how, when, and where you receive 
care. Long-term care insurance provides 
a variety of benefits that make it easier to 
manage your long-term care needs. Some 
policies provide coverage for nursing 
home care, assisted living facility care, 
and home and community-based care. You 
can also create a long-term insurance plan 
with a larger benefit pool.

Increasingly, financial professionals 
consider long-term care insurance 
to be an essential part of a well-
rounded financial and protection 
plan, as important as life insurance, 
home insurance, and car insurance. 
Unfortunately, only a relatively small 
percentage of older Americans have 
purchased long-term care insurance.5

1. Defense of Marriage Act of 1996. http://
frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/
getdoc.cgi?dbname=104_cong_public_
laws&docid=f:publ199.104.pdf

2. NAIC . A Shopper’s Guide to Long-Term Care 
Insurance. 2009. Page 7

3. NAIC . A Shopper’s Guide to Long-Term Care 
Insurance. 2009. Page 7

4. Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 
https://www.cms.gov/MedicaidEligibility/02_
AreYouEligible_.asp

5. Span, Paula. “A New Long-Term Care 
Insurance.” New York Times. 24 Mar. 
2010. Web.http://newoldage.blogs.nytimes.
com/2010/03/24/a-new-long-term-care-
insurance-program/

Boycott is not the right idea Mr. President?  
Hey now are we not telling the United 
Nations to stop discrimination upon LGBT 
Human Beings?

ERRRR…..Anyway so I did an interview 
last month and thought it went well. Didn’t 
really answer too much about  the question 
why  are you the best candidate for this 
position, because I had two letters of 
recommendation.  Do you think I should of 
mentioned my abilities to lead? Work under 
stress? Deal with complicated people? I 
swear you do not remember those types of 
things when you are worried about being 
liked. Not that I want to make my resume 
pink with scents, old 90’s movie nostalgia.

We are a population who really needs to 
hit the ground running. As the article by 
someone who preferred to be nameless 
says something along the lines that it’s a 
disservice to those who are left to assume. 

They are not going 
to risk going out 
unless they are 
tolerated and 
accepted.
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LCC Scholarship
by Frank Vaca, LAHR Vice President

Reminder - Lansing Community College still has 
it’s Betsy Lou Robson Memorial Scholarship.

Recipients must reside in the LCC district; be 
lesbian, bisexual, gay or transgender; be under 
the age of 25; and demonstrate financial need.  
Preference will be given to applicants who have 
prior involvement with a LBGT advocacy group.

LCC is looking for both donations to the 
Scholarship Fund and receipt of applications for 
the scholarship.  You may find more information 
at   http://www.lcc.edu/scholarships/foundation_
scholarships/scholarhips_offered/general.aspx

Michigan Pride a Great 
Success
from Michigan Pride

As I write this article, we are a little over one 
week away from the 24th Annual Michigan 
Pride March, Rally & Festival, and we are 
hoping this headline proves to be accurate.

The main purpose for our article is to thank 
all of our wonderful volunteers, performers, 
vendors and suppliers. Without you, we could 
not have made the weekend possible.  It is 
through the work of many that our board of 
directors is able to execute such a grand event.  
No other city in the state puts on a march and 

festival in the same day, let alone a political 
rally in between.  The Lansing community 
should be truly proud to be the host city for 
the statewide pride march and we thank you 
for being great ambassadors and hosts.

We hope you all enjoyed yourselves 
and found the new date of August to be 
acceptable.  As always, we welcome anyone 
who would like to help us plan next year’s 
event.  Emily Horvath will continue as the 
Festival Director as she wants to be a part 
of planning the 25th annual statewide pride 
event.  If you are interested in becoming 
a board member, please contact us either 
through Facebook or on our website.

Happy Pride everyone!
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 

Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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