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Join Us at the 
Town Hall 

Meet the Boy 
Scouts

by Quentin Masten, LAHR Board

LAHR will be holding a Town Hall / forum 
to talk about the upcoming vote on whether 
or not the Boy Scouts will lift their ban on 
openly gay scouts. This vote takes place 
on May 23, 2013 and we will be holding a 
discussion on the policy, including a variety 
of panelists - Boy Scout leaders, members, 
and others. This event will take place at 
Edgewood United on Hagadorn in East 
Lansing on May 14th, Tuesday, at 7:00 pm.

The Boy Scout’s discrimination against 
LGBTQ+ scouts and leaders is the result 
of the taking over of the organization 

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant, LGBT Liaison Officer

Senior Emergency

Back in the December 2012 newsletter, I introduced the organization 
known as Ingham County Triad.  Ingham County Triad is a partnership 
among Law Enforcement Agencies/Fire Personnel, Senior Citizens 
(60+), and Community Members which promotes elder quality of life 

through advocacy, assistance, education, and training.

Ingham County Triad funds a program known as the File of Life.  File of Life is a tool used 
to help first responders in the event they are called to a senior’s residence for a medical 
emergency.  The File of Life includes a wealth of information, such as medications, medical 
conditions, allergies, insurance, doctors, emergency contacts, previous surgeries and if and 
where a health proxy and/or living will is on file.

This information is placed in a vinyl pocket, containing a magnet on the back.  Once the 
packet of medical information is completed, it should be placed on the individual’s refrigerator 
door.  That way, first responders know where to look for the information.  Having this 
information available can save a life during a medical emergency.

If you would like a File of Life, I can get you one.  I can be contacted at michelle.
bryant@lansingmi.gov

Euchre Event  
The 16th Annual Frank Bigger 
Euchre Tournament / Potluck / 

Charity Event will be held at the 
Esquire Club on Saturday, May 4, 

2013.  The doors open at noon, there 
is a pot luck at 2:00 p.m. and the 
euchre tournament begins at 3:00 
p.m.  The entry fee per person is 

$15 - $10 for the tournament, $2 for 
the loner pot, and $3 for the charity 
fundraiser.  Bring a dish to pass and 
everyone always has a great time.  

Everyone is welcome!!

by anti-LGTBQ+ conservatives. What 
was once (and still is, at least officially) 
a non-denominational group has become 
dominated at the leadership level by those 
who are prejudiced against LGBTQ+ scouts 
and leaders. 

Not surprisingly, many disagree with these 
bigoted policies, and this is likely at least 
one of the biggest causes of a large decline 
in Boy Scout membership. It is rather ironic 
that conservative groups are attempting 
to convince Boy Scouts not to lift the ban 
by saying that allowing openly gay scouts 
would destroy Boy Scouts, when Boy 
Scout’s own discriminatory policies are 
doing just that.

It is only right that the Boy Scouts extend 
membership to not only gay members, but 
also others within the LGBTQ+ community. 
My brother has had many positive 
experiences in Boy Scouting, and I would 
like people like me to be able to take part in 

this organization while being able to disclose 
their sexual orientation. 

Like “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell,” expecting 
people who are gay, or bisexual, or some 
other non-heterosexual sexual orientation to 
merely not disclose their sexual orientation 
does not work. It forces LGBTQ+ people 
into the closet and forces them not to engage 
in any form of LGBTQ+ advocacy for 
fear of being outed and kicked out of the 
organization. It tells LGBTQ+ teenagers that 
their sexual orientation is wrong and needs 
to be kept secret, instead of allowing them to 
openly be themselves. 

For transgender boys, this option of 
remaining closeted to Boy Scouts is not 
even an option. In most states, certain 
surgeries are required before the state will 
allow transgender people to change their 
legal gender markers. As such, a transgender 
boy hoping to join Boy Scouts would be 
unable to do so, as his legal gender markers 
would out him as transgender. Despite him 
identifying as a boy, he would be unable to 
join the Boy Scouts.

Boy Scouts should take after Girl Scouts 
in how they approach the inclusion of 
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Connections

As member/reader and supporters of LAHR, how are we connected; how might we make that connection 
more fruitful for all of us?  

Connection has been on my mind lately.  I am of a collective consciousness.  I am about the power being 
found in people who are connected by shared values, goals, and in other close and not so close shared 
experiences.   You as a member/reader I suspect fit into one of these points of connection, or another point 
that I have not come up with just yet.  

The connections LAHR has have sustained our existence.  We are a long lived local Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
advocacy organization and so far our connection to each other is fruitful.  You get the wonderful LAHR newsletter, you pay 
your membership dues, you come to our too few events, so why, you might ask am I wanting more connection?  And connection 
between whom and what?  I want more from LAHR!  A way to get it is to increase our connections to prospective members, 
other social advocacy organizations, and to people in positions of power.   I do not have specifics of all that might mean.  I’ll bet 
there are people around you to whom you might introduce LAHR.  Through passing on your newsletter, LAHR’s web address, or 
soliciting their membership.  

( I attended  an amazing event at MSU in April: Thinking Intersectionality Symposium, sponsored by the Philosophy Department.  
I’ll admit, it was way above my head intellectually, but not in my political and organizational thinking.)

So LAHR is connected to other LGBT organizations in our city and our state.  LAHR is connected to members and allies who 
are connected to other social justice organizations. LAHR has connections to those organizations to which we support with 
grants.  All of these connections help to sustain us, through membership dues, contributions, and providing of information.  Our 
connections are reciprocal.  

But still….Can we do more?  Can we dig deeper into the lives of our communities? What might we accomplish together if we 
find a way to strengthen our connections, to meet together as we have not done in the past?  Are their coalitions forming to assist 
in strengthening our political and organizational power?  

In letters past, I have written about the “geris” a loosely connected group of people interested in the issues of Old people who are 
LGBT.  Through a phone call, which resulted in a connection to another person, we became connected to Theater Group of the 
office of Multicultural Affairs, and we have a budding success on our hands with the interactive theater production of “Aggies 
Story”.  (see previous newsletters for more info) Suffice to say this connection is working and growing.  

Of course all this has been thought of before, contemplated, and in some cases carried out.  I want us to continue think about 
where we are as LAHR, how it is we serve you and our communities, how it is you might contribute your best thinking to 
increasing our power to serve you and yours, after all the personal is political. 

Sincerely, Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued on page 4)

LGBT Protection
from the Internet

When Governor Snyder signed dredging 
legislation, the debate about whether 
the state should provide the same legal 
protections to the LBGT community as it 
does for people based on their race, religion 
and other factors was also present.

Democrats and liberal organizations seized 
on language included in legislation that sets 
up the dredging program  not to limit its 
services based on religion, race, color, creed, 
national origin, sex, marital status, disability, 
age, sexual orientation, or family status.

The inclusion of sexual orientation as one 
of the categories prompted the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Michigan to 
thank Mr. Snyder and the Republican-led 
Legislature for offering protections to the 
LBGT community. Democrats and liberal 
organizations have urged protections for 
lesbians, bisexuals, gays and transgendered 
persons in the state’s civil rights act to 
include them among other categories, like 
race, who cannot be fired or denied housing.

Republicans in control of the Legislature have 
refused to take up that legislation the past two 
years. In 2009, a bill was introduced in the 
then-Democratic-led House and made it out of 
committee to the House floor, but died there.

There are only two other mentions in state law 
containing the words “sexual orientation.” One 
requires local police agencies to report crimes 
based on sexual orientation to the state, as well 
as other crimes considered hate crimes. The 
other prohibits discrimination 
against employees or contractors 
based sexual orientation or other 
innate factors at Cobo Center 
as part of the law that put a 
regional authority in charge of 
the facility.

Mr. Snyder, at a signing 
ceremony, was asked about 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
considering cases that could 
lead to the striking down of 
Michigan’s ban on same-sex 
marriage. Mr. Snyder said the 
issue is of little import to him 
because Michigan’s voters 
decided the issue in 2004. 

Supreme Court LGBT 
History
from the Internet

US Supreme Court issued the first Gay 
Rights Ruling in 1958.  It was barely a ruling, 
just a terse, one-sentence line without even 
hearing oral arguments. But that was all it 
took for the US Supreme Court to affirm the 
rights of the first major gay magazine, ONE, 
to be distributed by the U.S. Postal Service 
without its subject matter, homosexuality, 
being declared 
obscene. It all began 
in 1953, when the 
L.A. Postmaster 
confiscated copies 
of the October 
issue (ironically, 
the cover story was 
“You Can’t Print 
It!”) and claimed 
that it violated 1873 
Comstock Act, which 
prohibited sending 
“obscene, lewd, 
and/or lascivious” 
material through the 
mail.

What was considered 
“obscene” is hard 
to say. The entire 
magazine is mild 
— no photos, no 
description of sexual 
activity, nothing 
that could be 
remotely considered 
pornographic, then 

or now. It did however contain articles which 
spoke frankly about issues facing gay people, 
including, in the cover article, the legal 
tightrope the magazine had to navigate in 
order to remain in print. 

ONE sued the postmaster, citing their First 
Amendment rights to free speech. They lost 
their case in Federal District Court, with Judge 
Thurman Clark calling it “filthy and obscene 
material obviously calculated to stimulate the 
lust of the homosexual reader.” ONE appealed 
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Time Management
Do you have enough time 
to do everything each day?   
I don’t think anyone really 
feels like they do these 
days.  I know I don’t.  But, 

I tend to think of myself as a very organized 
person with great time management skills. Yet, 
I still don’t have enough time. But, I tend to 
overload myself and that’s another story.

Doing an online search, I found that the 
average American wastes 1.7 hours a day 
at work. What classifies as wasted time is:  
surfing the web, chatting with co-workers, 
taking care of personal business and a few 
other things non job related.  So, when you see 
stats like that, and if you are guilty of any of 
the above, that explains why you don’t have 
enough time.

I do very little of any of the above items. I 
handle personal things at lunch and I don’t 
really socialize with my co-workers (mainly 
because I am the boss and it wouldn’t really 
be appropriate). The one thing I never do is 
surf the web. How can I resist this temptation 

(Continued from page 3)
Supreme Court

Second Annual Art for Aids Auction - Lansing Community College 
Gay Straight Alliance will be holding an art auction. We are looking 

for those who want to purchase art and view art.

For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

you say? It’s simple; at my company I don’t 
have access to the outside world on any of the 
computers. Sure, I have my phone but, it’s 
cumbersome and slow in the building and I 
really don’t have the time to waste on it. Heck, 
five years ago when I got my first smart phone, 
I couldn’t even check my e-mail from the time 
I left for work until the time I got home. I’ll be 
honest. Occasionally, I use my phone at work 
to look up something quickly. Either for myself 
or a customer but, that’s about it. Sometimes, 
I am jealous of people that can keep their 
Facebook open at work all day but, I am also 
glad I can’t.

Many people complain about not having 
enough time in the day to get things done. 
I would also bet that most people waste a 
lot of time during the day (and at night for 
that matter). For me, I’m a list maker. I love 
to make a list for the day and cross stuff off 
as I get them done. It gives me a sense of 
accomplishment. Heck, I have even been 
known to write something on my list that I 
already did and cross it out! I love to throw that 
list away at the end of the day and start the next 
day with a fresh list. You may laugh at this but, 
it works for me and it keeps me on task.

So, when you feel there isn’t enough time in 
the day, ask yourself if you REALLY were 
as productive as you think you were. If you 

have a deadline to meet or a project due, keep 
tabs on yourself. Think of those 1.7 hours and 
how much more you could get done if you 
used that time more wisely. I choose to be very 
productive in order to have more time to relax 
and feel good about it. Wouldn’t you?

Tell me what you think. Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome. Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com.

and lost again at the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals, which called ONE, “morally 
depraving and debasing.”  

And so it was a major surprise — although 
it shouldn’t have been — when the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled unanimously and 
without even bothering to hear oral arguments 
that even gay people enjoyed the same 
protections under the First Amendment as 
everyone else.  Editor Don Slater celebrated 
the decision in the February 1958 issue:  “By 
winning this decision ONE Magazine has 
made not only history but law as well and has 
changed the future for all U. S. homosexuals.  
Never before have homosexuals claimed their 
right as citizens.”
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(Continued on page 8)

Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Supreme Court 
Outcomes
Using tea leaves to 
predict the future 
is a bit like using 

Supreme Court oral argument transcripts 
to predict outcomes; neither method is 
very reliable.  

The number and intensity of questions 
show how thoroughly the Justices grilled 
all counsel in Windsor (DOMA) about 
the case’s justiciability (a jurisdiction 
question concerning standing – did 
either of the parties  even have a right to 
be in court?).  

As Justice Scalia noted, there was 
clearly federal jurisdiction at the trial 
level when Windsor filed her complaint.  
The problem is that the Executive 
Branch chose not to defend DOMA’s 
constitutionality.  Sca-lia thought 
it peculiar that the executive could 

insulate a lower court’s ruling striking 
down a congressio-nally enacted statute 
from Supreme Court review by simply 
refusing to defend.  Someone must be 
able to vindicate the constitutionality of 
the challenged law.

In sum, it appears highly probable 
that the Supreme Court will reach the 
constitutionality of DOMA and not 
decide the case on some procedural 
issue.

Justices Ginsburg, Breyer, Kagan, and 
Sotomayor have widely been assumed 
to be prepared to invalidate DOMA.  
Questioning during oral argument did 
little to dispel that 
assumption. During 
oral argument, 
Jus-tice Kennedy 
consistently 
expressed the view 
that the definition of 
marriage is a matter 
of state law, not 
something for the 
federal government 
to decide.  Below are 
several observations 
from Justice 

Kennedy during oral argument.

When the federal government has 1,100 
laws, which in our society means that 
the Federal Government is intertwined 
with the citizens’ day-to-day life, you 
are at real risk of running in conflict 
with what has al-ways been thought to 
be the essence of the State police power, 
which is to regulate marriage, divorce, 
cus-tody.

The House’s legal theory is not 
consistent with the historic commitment 
of marriage and – and of ques-tions of – 
of the rights of children to the States.
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Pastor Jody
by Rev. Jody Betten
 
Gay Marriage and the 
Supreme Court

I was interviewed this 
week by someone who 
wanted to know how the 

Supreme Court’s decisions will affect me as 
a clergy person and us as a faith community.  
My first response was, “If they overturn Prop 
8 or the Defense of Marriage Act, we’re going 
to have a big party!”  We will because, maybe 
in only some small ways, that will mean we 
are closer to equality for all types of marriages 
in this country.  Same sex couples in our faith 
community will perhaps be given the same 
rights as opposite sex couples who can claim 
the right to marry in the eyes of the law.  But 
the legal issues are very complex; I don’t 
begin to try to understand them much less 
explain them.  And, I remain hopeful that their 
decisions will change things for the better 
for many of my friends and parishioners 
who currently are excluded from some of the 
rights that I have as a married heterosexual.

But in another way, the Supreme Court’s 
decisions won’t affect us at all.  We as a 
faith community already believe that same 
sex couples can be married in the eyes 
of God.  Those who choose to join their 
lives together in a church before a clergy 
person and witnesses, who choose to use 
the language of marriage to describe their 
relationship, can be married, as married as 
any heterosexual couple.  

In some ways this issue of marriage by 
the government is an infringement of the 
state into the church, for the state to decide 
who can marry is simply inappropriate; as 
inappropriate as for the state to decide to 
whom I can pray or where or when I can 
worship.  The state however, must create 
laws that ensure that those who join together 
as couples are legally protected in certain 
ways, regarding financial and health care 
matters, for instance.  Perhaps the state ought 
to perform civil unions that protect all types 
of couples who seek to be joined in such 
a way; and leave the marriages up to the 
religious communities.  

In any case, couples in the BLGTQ 
community, you are welcome to be married 
at Edgewood!

May Friday LGBT Dinner Group 
DINNER AT NEW FAMOUS DAVE’S IN HOLT 

May 17 at 6:30 pm

by Gary Hicks, Host

The May LGBT Dinner will take place 
Friday, May 17, 2013, at 6:30 pm at the 
new Famous Dave’s BBQ Restaurant, 
2457 Cedar St. in Holt.  Famous Daves 
features a variety of BBQ meats, citrus 
grilled seafood, sandwiches, sides, and 
desserts.
 
These dinners are usually held the 
third Friday of each month at a 
different restaurant in the Lansing area 

and provide an opportunity to socialize 
over a casual meal. All members of 
the mid-Michigan LGBT community, 
including MSU, LCC, and Cooley 
students, as well as friends, family 
members, and allies are welcome to 
attend. So whether youcome on your 
own or bring a friend or partner, please 
join us for dinner!

RSVP to Gary Hicks at garyhickslaw@
aol.com  by 3 pm on Friday, May 18, 
if you plan to attend so we know how 
much seating to request.

(Continued from page 1)
Town Hall

LGBTQ+ people. Girl Scouts allows 
LGBTQ+ girls to join, and does not 
discriminate against girls or leaders for their 
sexual identity or gender identity. This is a 
much more inclusive approach to scouting. 
If the Boy Scouts wish to follow their own 
law, and be courteous, kind, and brave, they 
will do the same. We hope that the decision 
will be made to lift the discriminatory ban, 
and we hope to see you at the forum!

Publisher’s Note - LAHR’s last election Town 
Hall was an overwhelming success and 
this scouting event promises to be equally 
exciting, educational, and successful.  LAHR 
hopes to be able to provide something to 
drink and some treats for your enjoyment.  
Everyone is welcome to attend and we 
encourage you to  invite your family and 
friends!!

Quote
These professionals understand 
that religion-based bigotry is the 
root cause of bullying and other 
forms of hostility and trauma that 
LGBT youth so often experience. 
Faith in America was the only 
organization attending the 
conference whose sole mission is 
to address religion-based stigma 
and hostility as that root cause 
with information and messaging 
guidelines – somewhat of a 
paradox and one that didn’t go 
unnoticed.

Conference in San Diego 

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com
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It’s Your Life
by Steve Findley

Introduction
Charity Can Begin 
With the Gift of Life 
Insurance

Even in a tough economic environment, 
with a little foresight and creativity, 
there are many ways you can support 
worthwhile LGBT-related endeavors and 
gain satisfaction knowing you’ll be able to 
contribute for the long term.

Regardless of your income level, you can 
continue to support your favorite LGBT 
philanthropic organizations by donating 
through life insurance. For example, 
when you name your chosen charity as 
the beneficiary of your policy, you are 
contributing to a worthy cause and can 
benefit from potential tax deductions (as 
discussed below).1

There are several methods of gifting life 
insurance as a charitable donation: 

• Designate a charity as owner and 
beneficiary. This benefits the charity 
and gives the donor a bonus in 
the form of income tax benefits. 
Premiums on such a policy are 
deductible to taxpayers who itemize 
their deductions. Consult a tax 
professional for details.

• Designate charity as beneficiary. 
As policyowner, you retain the 
right to make changes to the policy 
including changing the beneficiary. 
While premium payments are not tax 
deductible, upon the donor’s death, 
the estate receives a charitable estate 
tax deduction for the proceeds, as 
allowed by law.

• Donate an existing policy. If you 
own a policy with coverage that is 
no longer needed, you may consider 
donating it to a charity. The donor 
could irrevocably assign or transfer 
the policy to a charity as owner and 
beneficiary. This gift is generally 
not subject to gift tax, and, in most 
cases, may be eligible for a charitable 
income tax deduction.

• Create a charitable remainder trust. 
This is a complex planning option 
for donors with unproductive 
appreciated assets, such as real estate. 
This transaction can be structured to 
benefit the donor, heirs and charity. 
Consult an attorney or accountant for 
advice.

1Must be a qualified charity.

This educational third-party article is 
being provided as a courtesy by Steve 
Findley. For additional information on the 
information or topic(s) discussed, please 
contact Steve Findley at 517-402-2582 or 
srfindley@nyl.com

Neither New York Life Insurance 
Company, nor its agents, provides tax, 
legal or accounting advice. Please 
consult your own tax, legal or accounting 
professional before making any decisions. 
Also, state laws vary with respect to 
charities and insurance. Consult your 
legal advisor for details.
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(Continued from page 5)
Then & Now

Jean Golden and the love of her 
life, Marjan Bouwmeester (“Her 

Dutchiness”) are 
pleased to announce their 20th 

anniversary of enchanted love, and 
soon, God willing, marriage,  
on May 6th, 2013. They will 

celebrate in Paradise (Michigan), 
as they did on the day they first 

avowed their love. 

I think it is a DOMA problem.  The 
question is whether or not the Federal 
government, under our federal-ism 
scheme, has the authority to regulate 
marriage.

You think Congress can use its powers 
to supersede the traditional authority 
and prerogative of the States to regulate 
marriage in all respects?  Congress could 
have a uniform definition of marriage that 
includes age, consanguinity.

There is a federalism interest at stake here.

What is the Federal interest in enacting 
this statute and is it a valid Federal 
interest?”

Conversely, Justice Kennedy had very 
little to say in support of DOMA Section 
3. 

While awaiting the decisions from the 
Court, here are links to gay historical sites 
to refresh our memories of where we have 
been.  The links will also provide you 
with a greater idea of just how far we have 
come in a relatively short period of time.

Lavender Scare is a trailer for a movie 
which describes life in the early 50’s 
when I was a closeted teenag-er.  Midway 
through are clips of Frank Kameny.  While 
the East Lansing gay rights ordinance was 
pend-ing, Frank came to East Lansing for 
a fundraiser.  He advised me to always 
insist in legal issues on the term “sexual 
orientation” and not “sexual preference” 
since preference suggests a choice.

http://www.thefrisky.com/2011-07-15/
new-documentary-the-lavender-scare-
remembers-when-gays-were-purged-from/ 

The next link contains two videos.  The 
lower one (and the one to view first) 
concerns coming 
out in the 50’s 
while the upper one 
concerns coming 
out in the 60’s.

http://
pyeharrisproject.
org/videos/

The final link is to a 
Polling Site which 
shows Support 
for Gay Marriage 
Climbing in the 

very Republican state of Michigan as of 
April 2012.

http://www.mediafire.com/
view/?55ojomncuth6f7d

In addition, the mayors of Lansing, East 
Lansing, Detroit, Saginaw, Ferndale, 
Royal Oak, Grand Rapids, Ann Arbor, 
Kalamazoo, Ypsilanti, and Flint have all 
signed the Mayors For Freedom To Marry 
statement which 347 mayors nationwide 
have also signed.

We’re on our way!!

Memorial Day is May 27

8 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN)

is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays

from 1pm to 8pm. By appointment.

Results will be given the same day.

To schedule an appointment, 

please call 517-394-3719 ext 30 ask for Matt.

Rapid HIV testing is available at the 

LAAN office located at

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS!

Bad News
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

New postal regulations 
took effect in January, 
2013 and the full 

impact became clear when the March 
LGBT News went to the Post Office.  The 
April issue of the newsletter, hopefully, 
had all of these negative changes 
implemented.

The first issue of the “LAHR Newsletter” 
was published in September, 1979, a 
few days following LAHR’s formation. 
The LAHR newsletter is Michigan’s 
oldest, continuously produced monthly 
newsletter with subscribers from coast to 
coast across the country.  The newsletter 
underwent many changes over its 34 plus 
year history.  You may read this history on 
the LAHR website at www.lahronline.org.  
Click on the About Us tab and then click 
on History.

Melissa Cogswell, our excellent layout 
expert, and I meet with the Post Office 

staff during March to clarify the changes 
and make decisions where there may have 
been some options.  The Post Office staff 
was friendly and as helpful as they could 
be, but they didn’t have any authority to 
change the regulations.  The purpose of 
this article is to summarize these changes 
for you.

The most significant change is the number 
of pages contained in the newsletter.  In 
November, 1995, the newsletter became 
16 pages in length.  This professional 
look has continued for almost the next 
20 years – until April, 2013.  As you saw, 
this April issue of the newsletter had been 
forced to change to “a maximum of 12 
panels,” pages.  There was a “flats” option 
compared to our “folder” newsletters; 
however it would have more than doubled 
our postage cost.

The weight of our new 12 page newsletter 
appears to be close to 1 ounce and 
anything over 1 ounce requires 1.5 inch 
tabs / stickers.  To be on the safe side, we 
are now using 1.5 inch tabs.  Also, the 
tabs need to be within 1 inch of the upper 
corners.  Therefore, we had to move the 
LAHR logo, return address and permit 1 

inch from the edge, 
because the tabs 
can not touch these 
items. 

Another major 
change is that we 
will no longer be 
allowed to include 
our LAHR PAC 
candidate ratings 
insert, as an insert.  
We will be allowed 
to use 2 or 4 of our 
allowed 12 pages 
for this purpose.  In 
addition, at times, 
we have allowed 
others to include 
an insert in the 
newsletter – this 
also now will not 
be allowed.

Another major 
change that we 
learned, and 
many of you may 
also now know, 

the Lansing mail processing center has 
been moved to Grand Rapids.  For the 
newsletter, this means we deliver it to 
Collins Road, they send it to Grand 
Rapids for processing, and then the mail 
is returned to Lansing to be delivered.  We 
estimate that this change may add a day or 
two to the delivery time.  

There were a few other minor details 
discussed; however, I am sure you already 
feel that this is “too much information.”  
Sorry for the bad news!!  However, the 
good news is that our quality newsletter 
will continue!!

Poll – Marriage Equality  
Is Imminent
from the Internet

Bipartisan support for legal recognition of 
couples is growing, and 83% say marriage 
equality will happen within the next 10 
years.  Three-quarters of voters say that 
the right to marriage is a constitutional 
right, and 83% say they believe marriage 
equality will become legal in the U.S. 
within the next decade.

According to a poll of 800 participants by 
the Anzalone Liszt Grove Research, the 
support for marriage equality, or at least 
relationship recognition, is becoming an 
increasingly bipartisan issue. Sixty-two 
percent of voters believe that legalizing 
marriage will not have much impact on 
most people’s lives.

Another poll, through the Center for 
American Progress, shows that 52% 
registered voters participating in the poll 
favored legalizing full marriage equality 
for same-sex couples.  Furthermore, 62% 
agreed that it is discrimination for the 
federal government to deny marriage 
protections and the benefit to legally 
married same-sex couples. Figures from 
that poll also show that support for 
marriage equality is rising among groups 
of people of color. Sixty-five percent of 
black people and 61% of Latinos say they 
oppose Section 3 of DOMA, which bars 
the federal government from recognizing 
marriages of legally wed same-sex 
couples.

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)
Poll
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LGBT-friendly Businesses 
Helped by MSU Grad
by Veronica Gracia-Wing,
 Innovation News
Capitalgains
 
Recent master’s degree recipient, 
Emily Brozovic, can’t stand to not 
be learning something new at any 
given time.  Pair that with creative 
problem solving, a knack for online 
development, and a passion for 
promoting the positives for the LGBT 
community, and you have an innovator 
with an itch to scratch. That itch is the 
mobile app.

“I feel as though we always hear about 
where we should boycott, but not as 
much about where we could take a date 
or grab a coffee or see a doctor that’s 
LGBT-friendly,” says Brozovic.  The 

app will provide local, location-based 
business information to users and 
allow the LGBT community to rate and 
review these businesses based on their 
perspective as an LGBT individual. 

Currently in Kickstarter mode, funding 
would go mostly to the app developer. 
Brozovic will handle design. People 
Like Me could provide a go-to solution 
for this type of information in Lansing 
and help businesses to connect with the 
LGBT community. 

“I believe that if we focused more 
n those good places, dollars would 
naturally flow more in that business’s 
direction, creating a positive outcome 
for them, as well as a positive 
experience/place for LGBT individuals,” 
says Brozovic.

Source: Emily Brozovic, People Like 
Me 

“In 2013 registered voters have reached 
a tipping point, in which a majority (52 
percent) favors allowing marriage for 
same-sex couples,” said Amy Simon, 
a partner at Goodwin Simon Strategic 
Research, who fielded the poll. “However, 
an even larger portion—almost 6 in 
10 respondents—oppose DOMA’s 
requirement that the federal government 
discriminate against those same-six 
couples who are legally married by 
denying their marriage’s recognition.”

Mother’s Day is May 12
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 

Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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