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Some of the large, diverse crowd at the December 
Suits And The City.

MSU College Conference offered multiple hubs of learning,  
including this one lead by the MSU Alumni Association and the MSU 
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LGBT Aging at MSU 
Conference 
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The record setting and largest LGBTQA 
college conference in the country hosted by 

MSU and held at the Lansing Center provided an opportunity 
to present the very important LGBT aging issue to an 
accepting and important group of people – current college 
students from across the country who will be tomorrow’s 
leaders and who will help make society a better place for the 
LGBT community.

LAHR presidents Penny Gardner and 
Dennis Hall, along with many other 
actors and university expects developed 
an excellent skit, entitled “Aggie’s 
Story,” which presented the important 
aging issue in a very unique, special and 
powerful way.  See picture.  The skit 
was one of 97 workshops provided at 
the conference.  The goal of the skit is 
to educate health care service providers 
using interactive theater.  Following the 
conference, the group hopes to present 
the skit to additional health care industry 
groups.

Aggie’s Story is the story of a lesbian 
couple who were confronted with breast 
cancer.  It tells their story showing their 
personal discussions at home, their trips to 

Record-Setting MSU 
Conference
by Kate Miller, MSU Organizer  
& LAHR Board

“After two years of preparation, two years 
of hard work, two years of intense planning, the largest college 
LGBTA conference came to Lansing. The student organizers, 
Michelle, Erica, and Travis, along with the alumni organizers, 
Justin and myself, put in a tremendous amount of work and passion 
into this massive conference. With the help of organizations like 

The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later
 
By Moises Kaufman, Leigh Fondakowski, Greg Pierotti, Andy Paris and Stephen 
Belber

Directed by Chad Badgero

Dart Auditorium
8 p.m. Fridays & Saturdays March 15-16 & March 22-23, 2013
2 p.m. Sunday March 17, 2013

Tickets $10 general admission, $5 students, seniors, LCC staff & alumni

In advance through Arts Ticketing
Phone 517-372-0945 Tuesday thru Friday between 12-4pm
Online  www.lansingarts.org Or purchase at the door

For more information, call 517-483-1488
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Aggie’s Story

Dear Reader, 

Who is Aggie, and what is her story, you might ask.  “Aggie’s Story” is the title of a sketch in an 
interactive theater project.  The project was produced by an informal working group called the 
Geri’s and the Theater Ensemble in the Office of Multiculturalism at MSU.  

“Aggie’s Story” was presented at the Midwest Bisexual, Lesbian, Gay, Transgender, Ally College Conference 
(Mblgtacc) held right here in Lansing last month. Over 2000 attendees from colleges and universities across the 
Midwest came to Lansing to learn and participate in this dynamic conference.  By the way, your financial support of 
LAHR, allowed us to generously help fund this conference, and for that we are proud and grateful at the same time.  
And one of our Board members, Kate Miller, was among the top tier of leadership producing this grand event.

Back to Aggie’s Story: What was the point of Aggie’s Story? Why was it produced and presented for and at this 
conference?  Its purpose is  to advance the Cultural Competency of our community of LGBT people who are old, 
aging, in need of services from the health and care providers, who are not that comforting, or welcoming of our old 
people who are LGBT!

Aggie is an old partnered lesbian.  They are researching care facilities for future needs.  The story tells of their 
experience at one facility, and that of their gay male friend, currently in such a facility. Her story dramatized in the 
sketch, with four professional actors and one not so professional actor, highlights the risky effects of  coming out 
when seeking services,  as well as being out as a resident of some care facilities. Further the story details how vital it 
is to have your same sex relationship legally documented, “with back-ups of the documents and back-ups of the back-
ups”,  Aggie pleas in her story. 

I am hoping that “Aggie’s Story” will be available again to many more in our community and for those to whom we 
might seek professional care.  At this time “the Geri’s” are working on proposals for grants to produce many more 
performances of “Aggies’s Story”.  There is one more scheduled showing at  Mental Health Care Conference being 
held here in Lansing by the Lansing Community College’s office of Aging.  That Conference is in May.  Stay tuned 
for more information.

Also, Bill Beachler who attended the performance has a review of the sketch in this edition of the LAHR News.  
Check it out!

And thanks for your support of LAHR and all of those we represent.

Sincerely, Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued from page 1)(Continued from page 1)
LGBT AgingRecord Setting

LAHR (Lansing Association for Human Rights), the Midwest BLGTA 
College Conference brought in over 2100 students, faculty, and staff 
members from colleges around the country and filled the Lansing 
Center over the weekend of February 8-10.  The 2013 MBLGTACC 
was the largest conference yet, surpassing the previous record by more 
than 20%, and I am proud to say that we took the theme, “Mosiac:  
Putting the Pieces Together,” to heart. 

Throughout the conference, 4 plenary speakers, over 90 workshops, 
7 super workshops, a Career and Exhibitor Fair, entertainment, and 
much more offered participants the opportunity to network, learn 
and develop.  State caucuses gave students the chance to meet new 
people, identity caucuses gave students the chance to learn more about 
themselves, and the busy hallways offered multiple hubs of learning, 
including one lead by the MSU Alumni Association and the MSU 
LBGT Resource Center.  (See picture.)

Overall, the weekend was more than just a success, it was a triumph.  
I saw literally thousands of young people come together to learn and 
grow and I was touched by the generosity, the passion, and the drive 
of the people I met.  As an organizer of the conference I saw the 
behind the scenes work and I have to admit that I was spoiled by the 
extraordinary people I got to work with and their determination and 
commitment to excellence.  Nothing can prepare a person for the work 
involved in something like this conference, but the work was worth 
it when I saw 2100 happy community members come to the most 
important experience of my life.”

medical labs, discussions about the doctor and the hospital, their 
trips to a nursing / rehab facility, and their encounters at the 
facility with their previous friendly gay neighbor.

Aggie’s Story presented many issues that demonstrated the 
differences in the experiences between LGBT people and 
straight people involving health care, especially for the older 
LGBT community.  It demonstrated how these experiences 
affected personal feelings, interactions between people, and 
the affects upon the quality of health care received.  Some 
of these issues included the affects of conflicts between 
religious beliefs and professional conduct; the lack of 
cultural diversity training for medical personnel and its 
affects upon quality care; being motivated to return to the 
closet to receive quality care; the importance of partner 
participation in medical decisions and being present at 
critical times; the possible negative affects of policies that 
give preference to traditional family relationships at the 
expense of partners and of quality care; and just the negative 
impact of negative body language.

The format of the approximately 75 minute workshop 
was also important and helpful in accomplishing the 
goal.  The time was divided into three segments.  The first 
segment was the skit.  The second segment was each of 
the actors staying in-character and answering questions by 
the audience – you can imagine the questions fired at the 
manager of the nursing / rehab facility.  The last segment 
was a general discussion about all the issues involving 
LGBT aging and health care.

It was noted during the workshop that there is a total lack 
of  nondiscrimination policy statements within the aging  
health care industry that include specific reference to 
“sexual orientation and gender identity.”  This fact was also 
determined when LAHR gave a grant to the MSU School of 
Social Work.  MSU produced for LAHR and the local LGBT 
community the guide entitled, “Greater Lansing Guide to 
Aging Services for the LGBTQI Community.”  You may 
view this guide at LAHR’s web site at www.lahronline.org .  
Also, you may read an article about the report at the web site 
under the newsletter history – see April, 2011.

The following is just a small section of advice from the 
Guide which relates to just one of the issues within the skit:

“In times of emergency, you may be unable to make medical 
decisions or state who you want to visit you.  In these 
situations, hospitals may restrict visitation rights to a narrow 
interpretation of family that excludes those not legally or 
biologically related to the patient.  Similarly, state laws 
around medical decision-making often limit these rights to a 
patient’s biological family members when no documentation 
is designating a surrogate decision maker. 

(Continued on page 7)
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Community

I think I’ve spoken 
before how I take a 
cruise pretty much 
every winter.  It’s my 

way to relax and get out of the cold for a 
while.  Every year has new experiences 
and good and bad stories to share.  This 
year was the best one so far.

I don’t believe most people are bigots 
by nature.  I think it is something they 
learn from their parents, TV or possibly 
friends.  I also believe that most people 
like to be around people like them.  I 
find this true for most sects of our 
society.  White people like to live in 
white neighborhoods, Asian with Asian 
and also Gay with Gay.  It’s not bigotry, 
it’s a shared commonality.

Cruise ships recognize this sometimes.  
If you have ever been on a cruise, you 
would have noticed that the cruise has 
a meet up every day for “Friends of 
Dorothy.”  This is a meet and greet for 
members of the Gay community. 
Our friends that we go on cruises with 
and us have tried several times to go to 
these meet ups.  Every time has met with 
failure.  Either no one else shows or we 
don’t feel like going.  The last year it 
was held in the “smoking bar” of the 
cruise ship (we don’t smoke nor like to 
be around it) so we didn’t go.  This year 
it was different.

We went the first night with minimal 
expectations.  My partner and my 
friend’s partner were worn out and 
skipped it.  We met several nice 
couples and started some interesting 
conversations.  It all seemed a little 
routine at first but, as the night 
progressed, we seemed to begin to make 
some real connections.  It seemed too 
good to be true.

By the third night of the cruise, there 
were a total of about 16 of us.  What 
was amazing about it is how we all just 
seemed to be comfortable with each 
other and seemed to all click very well 

as a group.  By the fourth day of the 
cruise, groups of us were hanging out 
together or running into each other on 
shore and deciding to hang out.  Even 
though none of us knew each other 
before the cruise (except our friends we 
went with) we all seemed to enjoy each 
other’s company and spent a lot of time 
together.

The last night of the cruise was 
bittersweet. We knew it was our last 
night so, many of us decided to spend 
it together. We started with drinks, then 
went to the final show, followed by a 
late dinner and then the bar afterwards.  
It was truly one of the most amazing 
nights of my life.

We have now gone all our separate 
ways and back to our original lives 
that existed before we all met.  Some 
of us will stay in contact, some of us 
won’t, but, that’s just how life goes. 
All I know is that I met some great 
people and have a lot of new friends, 
not only on Facebook but, in real life 
as well. Special bonds tie us together 
as a community.  Don’t ever forget 
that.

Tell me what you think. Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome. 
Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com .

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison 
Officer

MBLGTACC

On 2/8/13, I had 
the opportunity to 
address this year’s 
Midwest LGBTA 
College Conference. 

There were well over 2,000 attendees. 
What a site! As I was waiting to address the 
crowd, I reflected on the fact that an LGBTA 
conference of this size would never have 
occurred back when I was in college. Oh 
how far the LGBTA community has come!

I was proud to be a small part of this 
conference. Most importantly, I wanted to 
congratulate the student organizers who did 
a fantastic job of putting this conference 
together.  Way to go!  Keep up the good 
work!

Be safe!

Daylight Savings Time
begins March 17 at 2 a.m.

Don’t forget to change your 
clocks to

Spring Ahead!
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Is the Mortgage Housing 
Deduction Going Away in 
2013?
by Jeff Hammerberg

(Publisher’s Note – This is another article I 
received about LGBT Real Estate.  Although 
the articles promote Gay Real Estate, Inc. 
at by www.GayRealEstate.com, they have 
provided useful LGBT Housing information.  
As I commented in the past – I recommend 
you support a realtor who supports you and 
who has extensive experience in the Lansing 
area  -  Jim Noble at 333-2520  - see his 
LAHR ad!!!)

The national housing market is still healing 
from the last major recession that the U.S. 
had and political debates are going on in the 
nation’s capital about limits and deductions 
for taxpayers. One of these topics is the 
mortgage interest deduction or the MID 
which is a tax break that Jeff Hammerberg, 
Founding CEO of GayRealEstate.com says 
helps mold the dynamics for an improving 
American housing market and a stronger 

economy. The MID makes it easier for 
carrying the costs of owning a home. The 
middle and lower income families are the 
ones that benefit the most from the mortgage 
housing deduction. 

Congress is trying to find any means that are 
available to find extra sources of revenue to 
help with reducing costs to allow consensus 
on raising the debt ceiling. The mortgage 
housing deduction has come up for specific 
legislation, capping or eliminating the MID 
all together. (Sixty-five percent of families 
that claim the MID make less than $100,000 
a year.)  Federal taxes are primarily paid by 
homeowners and this number would rise 
if the MID is reduced or cut out altogether.  
All of these talks on Capitol Hill have many 
people wondering if the Mortgage Housing 
Interest Deduction is going away in 2013?

The American dream is an old school 
ideology that is still very much alive today. 
Home values and sales will decrease without 
the MID.  Some economists predict that the 
values could drop in the double digits in 
some circumstances.  Changes in the MID 
which is an important home ownership 
benefit that many people have come to rely 

on would destroy the wealth buildup of 
millions of diligent middle-class families 
along with devastating their dreams of 
sending their kids to college, retirement or 
even perhaps starting a small business. The 
MID allows homeowners to deduct interest 
paid on a mortgage which in turn helps 
families save a significant amount of money 
they would have paid in taxes. 

The National Association of Realtors 
(NAR) is the biggest advocate for saving 
the MID and has thus far been the biggest 
crusader against any legislation that would 
tamper with the program. Gay Realtor’s 
have empathized over and over again to 
politicians how important the mortgage 
interest deduction is for both the economy 
and the housing market alike. All Realtor’s 
have been long standing supporters of 
the MID and will continue to do so until 
congress introduces specific legislation. The 
crusade for real estate professionals will 
continue as they oppose any future plan that 
would amend the MID in any shape or form.

The mortgage interest deduction still applies 
for homeowners but it will continue to be a 
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Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Marriage

On the subject of 
gay marriage, the 
Obama administration 
faces tricky political 

and legal questions.  The Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA) is dead.  It is 
the Proposition 8 case from California 
that poses the thornier questions for the 
administration — questions so difficult 
that the President himself is expected 
to make the final decision on what 
arguments the Justice Department will 
put forward in the Supreme Court.

Prop 8 is the California ballot initiative, 
passed by a 52% majority, banning 
same-sex marriage.  Federal court judge 
Vaughn Walker [who was in a 10-year 
gay relationship] struck down the law 
as unconstitutional in 2010.  There was 
then a period of time in which over 
18,000 same-sex couples legally married 

in California before Prop 8 passed.  The 
9th Circuit Court of Appeal said it was 
unconstitutional for the State, through 
the ballot initiative, to take away a 
fundamental right it had previously 
granted.

Two Governors and two Attorneys 
General declined to defend the State’s 
interest in the measure in court. So 
Prop 8’s ban on gay marriage is being 
defended by the sponsors of the 
initiative.

If the Obama administration chooses 
to file a brief, the question is what will 
the brief say.  There are numerous legal 
routes that the Obama Administration 
can take.

The ultimate question:  Is the 
fundamental right to marriage available 
to every US citizen or is this fundamental 
right available to only a portion of 
the population for some constitutional 
reason?  A Supreme Court decision that 
says there is no constitutional reason 
to distinguish between heterosexual 
marriage and homosexual marriage 

would invalidate 
laws in 9 states 
where gay 
marriage is banned 
by statute and in 
30 states where 
gay marriage 
is banned by 
constitutional 
amendment. But 
there are many 
legal options that 
would invalidate 
Proposition 8 in 
California and 
leave laws in other 
states intact.

What makes this even dicier is that 
President Obama has changed his 
position a lot. In May, 2012, he endorsed 
same-sex marriage, but he went on to 
say that the decision on legalizing gay 
marriage should be left to the states 
where marriage matters are traditionally 
governed.

“It is important for me to go ahead and 
affirm that I think same-sex couples 
should be able to get married.  And I 
continue to believe that . . . is going to 
be worked out at the local level, because 
historically this has not been a federal 
issue,” he said.

But at his inauguration several months 
ago, the President seemed to take a 
more expansive view. “Our journey is 
not complete until our gay brothers and 
sisters are treated like anyone else under 
the law.  For if we are truly created 
equal, then surely the love we commit 
to one another must be equal as well,” 
Obama said.

That language suggests the president 
now believes in a more basic 
fundamental constitutional right to 
marry.  So what will Obama do now?

For the gay community, the position the 
government takes is hugely important — 
if nothing else, as a symbol. 

For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

Our advertising rates:

  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65

  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Advertise in the LGBT News! 
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Mortgage

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwoodposterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Join Us For Dinner and 
a Night at the Broad 
Museum 

March 15th, 
6:30pm

by Gary Hicks, Host

Interested in touring 
the new Broad Art 
Museum on the MSU 

campus? This is your opportunity!  
The March LGBT dinner will be held 
at Charlie Kang’s Restaurant, 127 E. 
Grand River Avenue in downtown East 
Lansing on Friday, March 15, at 6 pm. 
After dinner, we will take a short walk 
down Grand River Avenue to the new 
museum, which will be open until 9 pm.  
Charlie Kang’s serves tasty Chinese and 
Korean food and is moderately priced. 
Admission to the Broad Museum is free!
 
Free parking is available at the Grand 
River Avenue parking ramp on the MSU 
campus, located just east of the MSU 
Union. The ramp can be entered from 
eastbound Grand River Avenue. A city 
parking lot (not free) is also available 
on Albert St., directly behind Charlie 
Kang’s.

All members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community, including students, are 
welcome and encouraged to attend these 
monthly dinners. We usually average 10 
to 15 friendly people, and newcomers 
are always welcome. Bring a partner/
spouse, friend, family member or come 
on your own and meet some friendly 
people in our community. 

These informal dinners are usually 
held the third Friday of each month at a 
different restaurant in the Lansing area 
and provide an opportunity to socialize 
over a casual meal. Please RSVP to Gary 
Hicks at garyhickslaw@aol.com  by 3 
pm on Friday, March 15th if you plan to 
attend so we know how much seating to 
request.

debate as all of the challenges of the 2013 
move in, the fiscal cliff is really just the tip 
of the ice berg, with the debt ceiling debate 
coming next. 

Advocates will continue to support the MID 
as a benchmark for the American Dream and 
a valuable platform for the middle-class as 
opponents wage a war against capping or 
eliminating the MID altogether. 

No one can predict what shape the tax 
reforms of 2013 will bring but it is 
predictable that the MID reduction or 
elimination will have a negative effect 
on home values if the Mortgage Housing 
Interest Deduction disappears in 2013. All 
eyes will be on Capitol Hill as this debate 
continues to spark between the Congress and 
the White House.

It is especially important for the LGBT 
community to take steps to ensure that 
their wishes regarding visitation and 
health care decision making are clear.  
Be sure to follow these steps to protect 
yourself: 

1. Complete advance healthcare 
directives and visitation authorization 
forms. 

2. Talk with your primary care physician 
about your preferred visitors and 
advance healthcare directives. 

3. Work with your local hospitals to get 
these completed forms on file. 

4. Carry information related to your 
advance healthcare directives and 
visitation authorization forms in your 
wallet or other readily accessible area 
for emergencies.” 

(Continued from page 3)
LGBT Aging
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Positively 
Speaking
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr., 
LAAN

Volunteer Need Critical

Volunteerism at the Lansing Area 
AIDS Network; A Legacy Continues

The volunteers at the Lansing Area 
AIDS Network provide a vital service 
to this agency. in April 2103 LAAN 
will, once again, recognize the 
contributions of nearly 75 individuals 
who have volunteered their efforts 
over the course of the past year and 
announce a Volunteer of the Year. Since 
its inception, volunteers have helped 
LAAN realize its stated objectives in 
providing HIV care and prevention 
services throughout the Mid-Michigan 
Region.  The beloved volunteers of 
LAAN are not only critical to the good 
works which this agency takes so much 
pride in, but continue the legacy of the 
volunteer founders of a 1985 grassroots 
effort in Lansing which ultimately 
became LAAN. These individuals and 
their dedication to this agency and the 
individuals and communities it serves 
inspire and humble all of us on a daily 
basis.

The total volunteer contribution 
to LAAN during the past year 
approximates 20,000 hours, equivalent 
to more than 10 full time employees.  
With a total of 11 paid staff, it becomes 
quite apparent how critical the 
volunteere services of these dedicated 
individuals are. Unfortunately, as with 
most non-profits who rely on volunteers, 
there is always a greater demand than 
there is available assistance. LAAN 
needs volunteers now! Please answer the 
call.
The volunteer program at LAAN is 
coordinated by Shawn Hunter, Auxiliary 
Services Coordinator.  Shawn is fairly 
new to LAAN and the agency is very 
fortunate to have her.  She brings a new 
energy to the position and will assist in 
developing a volunteer workshop which 
will help better prepare individuals as 

they volunteer their time with LAAN. 
She asks, that if you are interested 
in information about volunteering at 
LAAN, you contact her at 517-394-
3719 (Ext. 29) or via e-mail at shunter@
laanonline.org.  Additional information 
and a volunteer application are available 
on LAAN’s website; laanonline.org.  

DRIVERS NEEDED
LAAN is seriously in need of 
individuals to volunteer as drivers 
to assist individuals needing 
transportation to get to and from 
medical appointments and to visit the 
Food Pantry.  If you might be able to 
assist on either a short or long term 
basis please contact Shawn Hunter at 
517-394-3719, Ext. 29 or via e-mail 
at shunter@laanonline.org. 
 
FRONT DESK VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED
LAAN needs volunteers that can 
commit to work a four hour shift 
at the front desk. In this position 
you will be responsible for greeting 
guests, answering phones, taking 
messages, and scheduling HIV testing 
appointments. As needs arise you may 
also assist with special projects while 
staffing the front desk. Because of the 
nature of the position and the training 
needed, longer term volunteers are 
sought for this position. If interested, 
please contact Shawn at the 
information provided above.

GSA Organizer Fired
by David Harris, MLive Michigan

A former teacher at Corunna High School is 
suing the district because she says she was 
fired after trying to start a “gay club.”

The lawsuit was filed this week in federal 
court. The suit also names the former 
superintendent, high school principal, 
assistant principal, athletic director as well as 
the school board.

A group of students approached Brook A. 
Johnson, a Spanish teacher at the district, in 
the fall of 2009 about starting a “diversity 
club” that would be an “all-inclusive, non-
curricular club aimed at promoting tolerance 
and diversity for all students,” the lawsuit 
said. 

The club drew controversy in October 2009 
when it wanted to hang a poster in honor 
of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
History Month at the school. The school 
board voted to remove the sign, but later 
replaced it after the American Civil Liberties 
Union got involved, the lawsuit states.

The next year, a new principal was hired 
and allegedly had concerns about the club, 
saying it was in “direct conflict with the 
surrounding community’s values” and 
akin to “building a statue to honor Hitler in 
Israel,” the lawsuit says.
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Out at Work
by Frank Vaca,
LAHR Vice President

Exceptional Job, 
Whomever You Are!

The importance 
of validating your identity, nothing like 
speaking to a bunch of college students 
to make you realize this is essential like a 
tote bag. Questions arose like how you feel 
towards using a public bathroom.  I was 
honest saying, I fear it. Fair enough, people 
just go into the stalls and do their business. 
As a gay man I risk being stinged, beaten up, 
or frowned upon. 

I was given the complete that I look straight 
and such cover girl eye liner product has 
served me well. A little too well I think 
because I got everyone assuming that I live 
a normal life. What’s wrong fitting in and 
not being well so noticeable. You ought to 
be popular. Bringing your best of you to the 
workplace that’s why they are giving you 
compensation right?

While any organization has its walls and 
limitations, you got to realize you will never 
walk alone. Heavy burden, heavy load just 
call on your brothers or fellow sisters. There 
should be plenty of opportunity to mentor 
someone and make a change. Not just in the 
workplace but in your daily life.
 
Are you struggling in the job department? 
Are you just waiting for that knock of 
courage that’s not just a glass of wine 
from Esquire. It all starts with you and 
dismantling that closet. Repainting the pink 
ceiling to rainbow can wait. 

Thank you to those who used the new 
story for “New Year’s Resolution” in their 
papers or taken the facts about stigma 
to heart. I have learned one can be so 
obvious to the results they start. Especially 
if you’re just trying to inform and people 
think it’s a call to action. I still am learning 
how to support the positive impacting 
people. It’s time to have that conversation 
about your status and it’s time to test your 
comfort level. Be safe.

Gay! Bisexual! Transgender! Lesbian! Keep 
saying affirming words and try to make 

them work for you. Is a potential workplace 
not calling or they’re getting away without 
your number. If it’s a potential client sure 
play all business like and lure them in kitten. 
Just don’t deny the truth within. Boys in the 
Band quote:  “You always be homosexual. 
Michael.” Score five points for making that 
connection and emailing me your work 
stories at vacaafrank@gmail.com . 

LCC GSA & LAAN
by Frank Vaca,  LCC GSA &
LAHR Vice President

Lansing Community College Gay Straight 
Alliance is looking for artists who wish 
to donate their art to be auction off for the 
Lansing Area AIDS Network.  The subject 
of the art or type of art doesn’t matter. As 
long as it’s complete and can be given to 
us by 4/1/13! 

For more information please contact 
LCC GSA Advisor Christopher Green 
szmadzic@lcc.edu PLEASE DONATE 
YOUR ART for a worthy cause. Pass 
along to interested artists!
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Remembering Pastor Paul
(Publisher’s Note – 
Pastor Paul passed 
away on August 17, 
2010 shortly after his 
80th birthday.  Pastor 
Paul started writing 
for The LGBT News 
in October, 1999 and 

wrote his last article in March, 2010.

Pastor Paul had many great articles over 
the years; however, the one below was 
his very first article published in October, 
1999; more than 13 years ago.  Pastor Paul 
always seemed to be a person ahead of 
his time.  This very first article was about 
LGBT “unions.”  Considering that at this 
time in history, “marriage” is the big issue 
of the day being discussed by the Supreme 
Court - what Pastor Paul said about “unions” 
in 1999 is relevant to “marriage” in 2013.  
I hope you enjoy Pastor Paul’s article and 
remember all those things he did to improve 
the quality of our lives.)

Adam and Eve Story is Gay Friendly

Greetings to all of you!  I look forward to 
writing our monthly religious article for 
LAHR.  Pastor Bill’s final article last month 
was “The Bible is Gay-Friendly.”  Let’s 
expand on that.  Gay-bashers who cluck that 
“God created Adam and Eve, not Adam and 
Steve” are misguided.

In the Adam and Eve story (Genesis 2) 
God creates from earth a human, and 
separates male and female – so that the 
human would not be alone.  God creates 
us for connectedness, for “community.” 
Jesus fails to mention the other Creation 

story (in Genesis 1), which alludes to 
sex as “procreative.”  He refers instead 
to the Genesis 2 story, giving primacy to 
sex as “unitive.”  Sex may or may not be 
procreative, but must always be a bond of 
love uniting two persons.  God said, “It is not 
good that the human being should be alone.”

This isn’t literal biography about the first 
humans, but a story about humans created 
for intimate union.

Adam and Eve are prototypes of “normal” 
humans in the sense that most humans – but 
certainly not all! – are similarly endowed.  
Adam and Eve were adults who could see, 
hear, speak, touch, walk; they were non-
celibate, fertile, heterosexual, and would 
procreate.  But!  They were created first and 
foremost for companionship in a physical/
emotional/sexual/spiritual union:  a loving 
union in “one flesh.”

Several years ago a renowned physicist 
(whose name and exact words I’ve forgotten) 
observed:  “When a butterfly flutters its 
wings, its impact extends to the farthest 
reaches of the cosmos.” Thus every event and 
thing in the Universe is interconnected.

A loving “one flesh” union of two persons is 
a kind of Sacrament not only of their union, 
but of their oneness with every human, every 
living thing, the Earth, the Universe, and 
with God.

What about those who aren’t like Adam 
and Eve?  What if one was born blind, deaf, 
blond-hair-blue-eyed, or deformed?  Or 
has had a hysterectomy, vasectomy, or is 
menopausal?  Or uses ‘rhythm,’ condoms, 
or the pill?  Or is left-handed, or gay?  Is 
any such person to be denied union in “one 
flesh?”  Surely NOT!

Genesis speaks not about forced celibacy 
and being alone, but about “union.”  That 
the story is about Adam and Eve and what 
most people are does not exclude those who 
are “different” – blind, old, divorced, left-
handed, or lgbt persons – does not exclude  
Adam and Steve, or Adele and Eve.

Adultery betrays God’s gift of one-flesh 
union; promiscuous sex fails to bond in a 
union; and abusive sex destroys persons.  
But a homosexual union built upon 
commitment and love is none of these, and 
is surely a “holy union” pleasing to God!

Patrick & Michael Krause
March 9
17 years

“Another year!”
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

Equality Band To Kick Off 
2013 Season With Meet 
and Greet 

Sunday, March 3rd

by Gary Hicks, Band President

The Equality Band of Michigan, a 
statewide band comprised of LGBT 
and allied musicians will be kicking 
off its 2013 season with a Meet and 
Greet and rehearsal Sunday, March 
3, at 3 pm at Sir Pizza Grand Cafe in 
Old Town Lansing. All current and 
prospective new band members are 
encouraged to attend and learn more 
about the band.

The band’s mission is to promote 
equality through music, visibility, and 
pride. The band performs annually 
at Pride events throughout the state, 
as well as Equality Night at the 
Lugnuts, and the annual AIDS Walk 
in East Lansing. The band welcomes 
musicians of all skill levels as well as 

people to assist with carrying the band 
banner.

For more information about the band, 
plan to attend the meet and greet 
on Sunday, March 3rd or call band 
president Gary Hicks at 517-525-1732.

Equality Band of Michigan performs during 
the 2012 Michigan Pride at the Capitol

Local Boy Scouts 
Discriminate
from Change.org

There was a petition started by the members 
of the Scouting community of TROOP 2, 
East Lansing, Michigan, to urge the Ojibwas 
District, Chief Okemos Council to reject the 
Boy Scouts of America’s anti-gay policy.

Service organizations including the Girl 
Scouts, the Boys & Girls Clubs of America, 
and the 4H Club all welcome gay kids and 
adult leaders. Also, the American Medical 
Association has opposed the Boy Scouts’ 
anti-gay policy, saying it could cause 
“psychological trauma” in youth.

We love the Boy Scouts, but we can’t 
support this policy. That’s why we urge you 
to speak out and adopt an inclusive policy 
like other troops, packs, councils, and lodges 
across the country have done -- so the Boy 
Scouts can maintain its relevancy, improve 
recruitment, and truly live by the principles 
it teaches its members.
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Domestic Partner Benefits 
Progress
edited from the Internet

The Court of Appeals (COA) recently ruled 
in favor of the Civil Service Commission’s  
2011 decision to extend health benefits to 
some eligible, unrelated co-residents of state 
employees, including same-sex partners.

The Attorney General’s (AG) Office had 
challenged the decision, arguing that it violated 
the state’s prohibition against recognizing any 
agreement other than “the union of one man 
and one woman in marriage” as a marriage.  
The AG also alleged that the health benefits 
extension violated a U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
that certain “domestic partnership policies” 
explicitly intended to provide benefits for 
same-sex partners went against the Marriage 
Amendment. 

But in a 2-1 opinion, the COA disagreed.  
The COA majority wrote, “There is no 
absolute prohibition against same-sex 
domestic partners receiving benefits through 
their relationship with an employee so 
long as that receipt is not based on the 
employer’s recognition of that relationship 
as a ‘marriage or similar union.’”  The COA 
also noted that ”the  policy is unambiguously 
gender-neutral” and “it does not depend on 
the employee  being in a close relationship 
of any particular kind … beyond a common 
residence.”

The AG has also argued that the policy was 
in violation of the Equal Protection Clause 
because the policy didn’t allow married 
employees to share their benefits with 
individuals other than their spouses.  The 
COA found that they didn’t violate the Equal 
Protection Clause.

Attorney General Bill Schuette will appeal 
the ruling to the Michigan Supreme Court.  
Emily Dievendorf, policy director for Equality 
Michigan, said the opinion is legally sound but 
she isn’t surprised Schuette will appeal based 
on a “personal bias.”  It is also noteworthy 
that due to the recent retirement of Justice 
Hathaway (Democrat) on the Supreme Court 
and Republican Governor Synder’s likely 
appointment of another Republican to the 
Court, that the new Court’s 5 to 2 Republican 
majority will likely result in more negative 
political decisions by the Court. 

Michigan ComedyFest
This 17th annual rip-roaring event for LGBT 
and allied folks will be Saturday, March 9, 
2013.  One huge show at 8:00 p.m. featuring 
Jackie Monahan, Gloria Bigelow, Ted 
Morris, and Bridget McManus.  The show is 
being held at Dearborn’s Ford Community 
and Performing Arts Center, 15801 
Michigan Avenue at Greenfield (just east of 
Southfield Fwy) in Dearborn.

Tickets are available online at www.
comedyfest.org  and by phone 313-537-
7000.  Tickets are #35 in advance and $40 at 
the door.  This event frequently sells out.

Johnson claims in her lawsuit that she started 
receiving negative teacher evaluations 
after this that said she had “poor classroom 
control.”  She continued to receive negative 
reactions that she said resulted in her 
contract not being renewed in 2011.

After a new teacher began to oversee the 
program, the principal allegedly said it 

should not be a “gay club.”

The lawsuit claims Johnson’s First 
Amendment rights were violated and she 
was treated differently because of her gender.

Johnson, her attorneys and a representative 
from Corunna schools could not be reached 
for comment.

The district had yet to file a response.

(Continued from page 8)
Fired
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Celebrate St. Patty’s Day 
and Spring with Michigan 
Pride!
by Nick Sekmistrz, Michigan Pride

Spring is finally around the corner and 
Michigan Pride has plenty of events this 
season to celebrate the warmer temperatures 
and St. Patrick’s Day.   Kicking things off on 
Friday, March 15th will be the 7th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Progressive Party.  This 
ever popular event gives you the chance 
to attend four distinctive house parties in 
Lansing’s Westside Neighborhood.  Try out 
each party’s signature drink while you catch 
up with old friends and make new ones as 
well.  Tickets are available at each party stop 
for $35.  Please visit www.Michiganpride.
org  or our Facebook fan page for event time 
and location details.

Last chance for Euchre!  The final euchre 
tournament for the season will be held on 
Saturday, March 23rd at 4 p.m. at Harry’s 
Place Bar and Grill, located at 404 North 
Verlinden Avenue in Lansing.  Player 
check-in begins at 3:30.  As always, we 
will be having a 50/50 drawing and DJ 
Fudgy will kick off the post tournament 
party that will go long into the night.  
Registration is $15 per player.  All 
players must be registered in advance by 
contacting Kathy Taskey at ktaskey1203@
yahoo.com, or by phone at (989) 277-
9311. 

Last but not least, Michigan Pride is 
pleased to announce a new venue for this 
year’s White Party.  The White Party will 
be held on Friday, June 7, 2013 at the Old 
Town Marquee (formally Perspective 2) 
located at 319 East Grand River Avenue in 
Lansing’s historic Old Town.  The White 
Party is Michigan’s largest white themed 
apparel party and one ticket provides 
admission to Old Town Marquee, Spiral, 
Sir Pizza Café, and Esquire.  Tickets will 
be available on that 
day at Old Town 
Marquee and at the 
door of participating 
bars.  Please check 
next month’s LAHR 
newsletter for news 
on White Party 
performers, DJ’s, and 
bar specials. 

Presidential Award to 
PFLAG
We at PFLAG National are thrilled and 
humbled to share the news that our founder, 
Jeanne Manford, will be posthumously 
awarded the 2012 Presidential Citizens 
Medal by President Obama at a White House 
ceremony on Friday, February 15. Mrs. 
Manford passed away on January 8 of this 
year, at the age of 92.

The Presidential Citizens Medal recognizes 
Americans who have “performed exemplary 
deeds of service for their country or their 
fellow citizens.” It is the second-highest 
civilian award in the United States, second 
only to the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
Past honorees include well-known names like 
Muhammad Ali and Hank Aaron, and other 
heroes of the LGBT movement like Janice 
Langbehn, for her efforts for all Americans to 
be treated equally when it comes to visiting 
their loved ones in 
the hospital.

This is an 
extraordinary honor, 
but it all started 
with a simple act of 
love. When Jeanne 
Manford publicly 
stood up for her gay 
son in 1972, she 
had no idea that her 
actions would spark a 
movement that would 
change the lives of 
so many individuals 
and families. Jeanne’s 
legacy lives on, 
as straight allies 
continue to stand 
alongside their 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender 
(LGBT) loved 
ones, united by their 
collective belief in a 
better and more equal 
tomorrow.

One voice — Jeanne’s voice — changed the 
world, but it’s been joined by the voices of 
millions of others who, like you, have called 
for acceptance, fairness, and equality. Your 
support has strengthened this collective voice, 
and PFLAG National thanks you. As the 
Presidential Citizens Medal reminds us, the 
work of PFLAGers everywhere is a service to 
not only our fellow LGBT citizens, but to our 
country.
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Check Out LAHR’s  
Web Site
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Have you checked out LAHR’s excellent 
web site lately?   Visit www.lahronline.
org .  I received a message from Melissa 
Cogswell, who manages the LAHR Web 
Site and who also does the excellent job 
on the layout of the LAHR Newsletter.  
Melissa told me that we just reached 
a milestone on the Web Site.  She just 
recently posted the January, 2013 issue 
of the newsletter to the Web Site and 
noted that we now have 5 years of 
newsletters posted to the Web Site.  You 
are encouraged to take a trip through the 
recent past and check out some of these 
excellent issues of the newsletter.  The first 
issue of the newsletter that was posted to 
the web site was January, 2008.

The LAHR Web Site also contains many 
other interesting items.  For example, you 
will find a couple of videos worth listening 
to; such as, an educational one about the 
current Blue Cross legislative effort and 
one produced by LAHR Board Member 
Emily Snoek about equal pay and why that 
is important to LAHR. 

There is also the Guide to Lansing Area 
Aging Services prepared by the MSU 
School of Social Work from a LAHR grant 
that was published in March, 2011 and 
still very much relevant today.  See the 
front page article about the MSU college 
conference and the workshop on LGBT 
aging issues.

You are encouraged to join the excellent 
LAHR list services, which include the 
LAHR Discussion Group and the LAHR 
Online Social Group.  You may easily 
join these groups and be part of the best 

communication network in the greater 
Lansing area.  Just go to the web site and 
click on Subscribe to the LAHR Mailing 
Lists.

It is important that you be a LAHR 
member and/or help to financially 
support all of the important work that 
LAHR accomplishes.  You may donate, 
join LAHR or renew your membership 
at LAHR’s web site.  You may click on 
Donate to just financially contribute to 
LAHR or you may click on Join or Renew 
for a membership.  The more financial 
support LAHR receives, the more LAHR 
can do to improve the quality of life in 
the greater Lansing area.  Over the past 
30 years the Lansing area has become a 
much more positive place for the LGBT 
community to go to school, to work and 
to live – this improvement was certainly 
helped by LAHR’s existence and work.  
There is still much to do and your support 
is needed.

The web site also has a tab “About 
Us” that you may click on and you 
will find a list of the LAHR Board 
members, the organization’s Bylaws, and 
LAHR’s history.  You may click on the 
“Newsletter” tab and find out advertising 
rates and on the web site there are 
instructions about how to advertise in The 
LGBT News.  New advertisements are 
welcomed and encouraged.  The LGBT 
News could not continue to be published 
without the support of our advertisers.

Melissa is continuously working to 
improve the web site and continuously 
adding more and more useful and 
informative information to the site.  You 
are encouraged to visit the site frequently 
and if you have suggestions for improving 
the site or you find an error that needs 
correction, Melissa would love to here 
from you  - Melissa Cogswell at Melissa@
focusmediagroup.com .

LAHR News
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The LAHR Board recently held is February 
Board meeting.  It was another fun, 
interesting, educational, and productive 
meeting.  If you are interested in joining our 
Board, please let Penny or myself know, 
because we still have a vacancy.

Penny reported that her group that 
performed Aggie’s Story at the MSU college 
conference has been requested to perform 
the skit for the Michigan Office of Services 
to the Aging and to the LCC Aging Office.  
If you have an opportunity to see this skit, 
you will be happy you made the effort – it’s 
excellent.

Emily led a discussion about various 
fundraising events that Board members 
are working on.  The Noodles & Company 
dinner LAHR shared with the MSU college 
conference was a big success.  We hope to 
have more events to announce soon.

The Board voted to support the upcoming 
LCC art event to raise funds for LAAN 
which will be on May 4, 2013.  The Board 
also voted to support, by purchasing tickets 
for the LGBT youth who participate in 
our Gateway grant project, to attend THE 
LARAMIE PROJECT: TEN YEARS 
LATER at Dart Auditorium at 8 p.m. Fridays 
& Saturdays March 15-16 & March 22-23, 
2013 and 2 p.m. Sunday March 17, 2013.  
Everyone is encouraged this fun, interesting 
and educational event at LCC.

Frank has been attending meetings at LCC 
to hopefully help make improvements on 
several subjects of importance to the LGBT 
community.  One subject under discussion 
is the possibility of student intern position.  
The LAHR Board has been in support of 
these improvements and Frank’s efforts.
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 

Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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