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The 21 members of the cast for “8” plus 
Chad Badgero and Kent Love.

Director of “8”, Chad Badgero, of  
Peppermint Creek Theatre Company.

Youth Group 
News
by Emily Snoek,  
LAHR Board

The LGBTQ Support Group is a new 
program from Gateway, in partnership 
with the Lansing Association for Human 
Rights (LAHR), which aims to help 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
questioning youth between the ages of 14 
and 17 in the Lansing area.  LGBTQ youth 
are often at higher risk for homelessness, 
family conflict, and bullying than their 
peers, making Gateway’s LGBTQ Support 
Group an integral part of our commitment 
to youth.

The group is overseen by Gateway’s 
Adolescent and Family Therapist Amanda 
Dubey, and run with help from interns 
and volunteers. It meets every Tuesday 
afternoon from 3:30 to 5:00 and features 
guest speakers, field trips, art therapy, 
and other fun activities. The group will 

Michigan Pride News
by Leigha Faith, Michigan Pride

June is nationally recognized as Pride Month; 
a whole month of rainbow celebration for the 
LGBTQ+ community and its allies. Although 
Michigan Pride has moved its annual Festival, 
March & Rally at the Capitol steps to August 
24th this year, the White Party will be their 
event to celebrate Pride Month.

The nomenclature for the event speaks 
directly to its all-white-attire theme. 
Traditionally party-goers are asked to 
dress in almost or all white. One of the first 

MSU 2013 Homecoming
Reception / Party

– Mark your calendar!!
  
The eighth annual MSU GLBT Homecoming reception is scheduled for 
Friday, October 11, 2013 following the MSU Homecoming Parade from 
6:30 to 9:30. This fun event will again be held at the Kellogg Center in the 
excellent Red Cedar Room with fireplace. Everyone is invited!!

parties was held on August 8, 1974 and was 
hosted by Chicago business owner Chuck 
Renslow to celebrate his birthday and thank 
his patrons. It was then held for the next 36 
years until 2010. The largest party was held 
in 1986 at Navy pier with 5000 participants 
(Wikipedia). Today, white parties are 
celebrated all over the US and in Canada, 
Thailand and Switzerland. 

The June 7th White Party hosted by 
Michigan Pride consists of four venues 
within walking distance of each other in Old 
Town: The Marquee (319 E. Grand River 
Ave), Spiral Dance Bar (1247 Center Stree), 

 “8” – A Great Play
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

 “8” – a play by 
Dustin Lance 
Black, was recently 
performed in Lansing 
in front of a sold 
out crowd.  This 

exceptional educational performance 
was a reading of the Perry v. 
Schwarzenegger trial -- the case the 
American Foundation for Equal Rights 
filed with the federal district court 
to overturn the bill preventing gay 
and lesbian couples from marrying in 
California .

Ken Beachler took the judge’s seat as 
United States District Chief Judge Vaughn 
R. Walker along with a great cast of 20 
others, who made this trail a very personal 
story.  The story put fear and prejudice 
on trial.  This was another outstanding 

performance of the Peppermint Creek 
Theatre Company and its Director Chad 
Badero .  This play was very timely due to 
the expected decisions any day by the U.S. 
Supreme Court.  (See related pictures.)
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Leadership – LAHR Needs You!!

Leadership, what’s in it for you?  It seems I often write to you about leadership.  Once again, we face 
vacancies in our board.  And I am trolling for volunteers to serve.  Might it be you?  Might it be someone you 
know who would benefit from serving with long time and shorter time activists, thinkers, doers?

 Being on the board of LAHR is an opportunity to learn, grow, explore, and do.   Activities might include 
organizing, fund-raising, planning, problem solving, writing, and even some-times protesting: Whichever 
ones tickle your fancy you are welcome to be a part of.  There are always opportunities for your talents, 

whatever they are, or at what level you are with them to be used.   Being on the Board of LAHR informs you about issues, events, 
and keeps you in contact with people you might enjoy knowing.  Think about it, please.

LAHR is one of the longest lived locally based LGBT advocacy organizations.  We are a 501c3, which means your donations 
to LAHR are tax deductable.  In addition we have a LAHR PAC, which has a separate board offering leadership opportunities.  
LAHR PAC distributes and analyzes returned questionnaires from candidates who we vote for in the Tri-County area. 

 These questionnaires are revised each election cycle to reflect changes, current issues, and our rising standards of rankings.  We 
rate candidates based on their actions (or not) on behalf of our issues.  Candidates place a great deal of value on these rankings 
and despite receiving questionnaires from multiple organizations, they will make sure they respond to LAHR PAC’s.  From these 
questionnaires and our diligent rankings we create a voter’s guide, also highly valued by members of our communities, including 
our allies.  

Pride is coming up in August; we are looking to increase our visibility of LAHR at this important event for our community.  
Please do consider seriously being an even more involved member of LAHR.  You’ll be glad you did.  

If you have any questions you may contact me, or any of the board members listed in the front of this newsletter. 

Sincerely, Penny 

Letter from the Prez

(Continued from page 1)
Michigan Pride

Esquire (1250 Turner St.), and Sir Pizza/
Grand Cafe (201 E. Grand River Ave). 
Attendees can purchase a wristband for $10 
at any venue beginning at 6PM. This one 
wristband is good for all venues all night 
long. 

The Marquee (21 and over) will feature a 
lounge-type atmosphere with locally famous 

DJ Rodney Lamar Page whose specialty is 
playing a live dubstep-violin accompaniment 
while mixing his eclectic traditional DJ tunes. 
Sound confusing? Wait ‘till you see it live 
in person! His phenomenal musical career 
began at the age of 10. He has received many 
awards including the District V Orchestra 
Teacher of the Year by the Michigan Band 
and Orchestra Association.

Sir Pizza/Grand Cafe will be rocking to the 
dance-worthy talents of DJ Fudgie, a local 

phenom in her own right. Spiral Dance Bar 
will continue to please the 18+ crowd with 
its dance club atmosphere and outdoor deck 
area complete with waterfall. Esquire (21 and 
over) features pool tables and a laid back, 
friendly atmosphere with reasonably priced 
drinks.

Find Michigan Pride online via their 
Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/
MichiganPride  or by email:  
pride@michiganpride.org .
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Equality Band of 
Michigan to March 
In Grand Rapids 
Parade of Pride 
Sunday, June 16 at Calder 
Plaza June 21 at 6:30 pm

Area Musicians Encouraged 
To Join the Band
by Gary Hicks, Band President

The Equality Band of Michigan will be marching through the 
streets of downtown Grand Rapids on Sunday, June 16, in 
West Michigan Pride’s inaugural Parade of Pride.

The Equality Band is a statewide band comprised of 
musicians who support LGBT equality. It is open to all 
who support this mission. The band is seeking additional 
musicians and supporters to join us this summer at West 
Michigan Pride as well as Michigan Pride here in the Capital 
City. If you play an instrument, or know someone who does, 
please consider joining the Equality Band this summer and 
marching for equality.
 
To obtain more information about the band, send an e-mail to 
equalitybandmi@gmail.com or check out the band’s website, 
www.equalitybandofmichigan.org . The Equality Band 
of Michigan is also on Facebook. The band is generously 
supported by a grant from the Lansing Association for 
Human Rights.

Equality Band at Michigan 
Pride Rally, State Capitol, 

June, 2012.

Republicans Lose 1 Battle 
in War on Michigan’s LGBT
by Joe Marutiak, LAHR Treasurer

Since 2011 the Republicans in the Michigan 
legislature and Governor Snyder have waged 
war on Michigan’s LGBT citizens.   They 

have passed a series of law that attack the LGBT community and 
are contemplating many more.   One of the laws outlawed public 
employers offering insurances that included same sex partners.

For years there was a small but growing list of cities and other public 
employers who offered insurance to domestic partners.  This ended 
when the courts ruled that the constitutional amendment outlawing 
LGBT marriage in Michigan also outlawed public sector domestic 
partner benefits.  To get around this court imposed limitation on 
helping their employees, some public sector employers began offering 
health care to Other Eligible Individuals (OEI).  This definition is 
wide enough to cover LGBT partners but not linked to same sex 
relationships.   The Republican legislature and Governor Snyder 
did not want LGBT employees treated equally.  They outlawed OEI 
benefits last year for public sector employees.  

But this law did not cover state employees.  The Michigan constitution 
says that their rules are made by the Civil Service Commission and 
not the legislature.  The Civil Service Commission continued to offer 
OEI benefits that it had negotiated with the Unions.  The Republican 
leadership wanted to stop these benefits for LGBT workers too so 
they went to court arguing that the new law somehow covered state 
employees also.

The Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the Civil Service Commission’s 

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued on page 5)

Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

The Supreme 
Court as a Political 
Animal
 
“We hold these truths 

to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal. . .”  Thomas Jefferson, 
Declaration of Independence

Supporters of same-sex marriage have 
reason to be optimistic right now.   In 
less than a week, Rhode Island and 
Delaware became the 10th and 11th 
states to allow gay marriage .   Several 
days later the Minnesota governor 
signed a Marriage  Equality bill.   Is that 
a trend that the Supreme Court is ready 
to advance?

Ten weeks after the Justices held 
hearings on the marriage question, 
draft opinions are now circulating, and 
voting alliances have been shaped. 

Every Justice reads and can comment 
on every draft.  The focus, at this point, 
is very much directed to the record of 
the hearings and to the stacks of legal 
filings.

Trial Court Judge Vaughn Walker 
identified 80 Findings of Fact as a 
result of the trial.  These Findings of 
Fact are binding on the Supreme Court 
unless the Court determines a Finding 
to be “clearly erroneous.”  However, 
no Rule of Law is binding on the 
Court.

Now, the most senior Justice on each 
side has already 
assigned the task 
of composing an 
opinion for the 
Court in each case 
(probably not the 
same Justice for 
both), and the 
other members 
of the Court are 
sending brief notes 
indicating whether 

they will join that opinion, whether 
they will or might dissent, whether 
they might write separately. They 
are actually trying to influence the 
final shape of what could become the 
Court’s main opinion in each case.

One of the lines of the exchanges is 
whether the Court needs to take a 
position on the constitutional questions 
at this point because the legislatures 
are taking on the issue at an apparently 
increasing pace, and the trend is 
running strongly in favor of expanding 
marriage rights.
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(Continued from page 4)
Then & NowAll I’m Saying...

by Dan Boutell

Spring in the Air?
It’s time to vent.  As I 
sit here writing this, it 
was 28 degrees when I 
woke up this morning.  
I looked at the weather 

app on my phone and wanted to throw it 
against the wall.  That would have been a 
travesty.  I mean, it wasn’t the phone’s fault 
that the weather was cold. Or was it?

I really hate cold weather.  I try not to be too 
high maintenance but, temperature is one 
thing I just can’t get past.  I hate it when it’s 
above 85 and I REALLY hate it when it’s 
below 60.  Can’t get much pickier than that, 
can you? Most people when you ask them 
which they hate more, cold or heat, say one 
or the other. I always say both! 

I guess, if I had to make a choice, I would 
choose to live in heat rather than cold.  I 
think for me, I always have a/c in the house, 
car and at work so, it’s not a big deal. It 

For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

sucks to be outside though.  Also, I hate 
dressing in layers. I guess as you get older, 
comfort is more important than style.  No, 
I’m not ready for plaid pants pulled up to 
my chest quite yet though.  In the heat, I 
can at least just wear a t-shirt and shorts and 
be comfortable.  Around my house in the 
winter, I have two shirts on, long pants, thick 
socks and a fleece or hoodie of some kind.  
That’s a lot of layers!  It takes me forever 
just to put it all on!  Nope, t-shirt, shorts and 
barefoot is much better!

When I was a kid, I used to think the 
opposite.  I didn’t mind the cold so much 
and just figured, I could put on more clothes 
to be warm.  I would sweat like mad in the 
heat and complain. I still complain about the 
heat but, not as much. The reason I hate the 
cold so much now is that since I am getting 
older, my metabolism has slowed down. 
When I was a kid, I could walk around the 
house in the winter time with just a shirt and 
sweats on and be fine. Now, even with all 
the layers I put on in the winter, I am pretty 
much freezing from late October to May.

Yea, the heat is what I want, not the cold. 
This brings me back to my first paragraph.  

Spring has been 
quite the little bugger 
this year.  If Spring 
were an app on my 
phone, I would throw 
it against the wall. 
That would not be a 
travesty!

Tell me what you think. 
Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always 
welcome. Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com 

If the majority is moving toward 
embracing same-sex marriage, the 
political trend in that same direction is 
an argument for deciding the pending 
cases only on very narrow grounds. 

Although it has been said that the 
Court follows the election returns, a 
“bandwagon effect” seldom drives 
Supreme Court decisions on the meaning 
of the Constitution.

The Justices are aware that there is a 
trend, but that it is regionally limited. 
It is not sweeping the South or the 
Southwest. And the Justices will know 
that, even with Rhode Island, Delaware, 
and Minnesota putting the marriage 
equality total at 12 states plus the 
District of Columbia, there still are 38 
states that have not joined in.

Despite great public fascination with 
what the Court will do with the same-
sex marriage issue, that does not 
guarantee that the Justices are on the 
verge of a full-scale declaration for or 
against such marriages. The Court has 
mechanisms to dispose of the cases on 
less sweeping grounds, and leave the 
ultimate constitutional issue for the 
future.  But with Marriage Equality a 
reality in both Canada and Mexico, with 
Marriage Equality a reality in France 
and soon in Great Britain, with Marriage 
Equality a reality in New Zealand and in 
Uruguay , is the Court ready to isolate 
the United States in a matter of Equal 
Protection of the Law?
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May Friday LGBT  
Dinner Group 

JUNE LGBT DINNER 
AT NEW FAMOUS 
DAVE’S BBQ IN 
HOLT

June 21 at 6:30 pm
by Gary Hicks, Host

The June LGBT Dinner will take place 
Friday, June 21, 2013, at 6:30 pm at the 
new Famous Dave’s BBQ Restaurant, 2457 
Cedar St., just south of Willoughby Rd., 
in Holt. Famous Dave’s features a variety 
of BBQ meats, citrus grilled seafood, 
sandwiches, sides, and desserts. Check 
out the menu at www.famousdaves.com . 
Although the May dinner was planned to be 
held here, Famous Dave’s did not open in 
time, so the May dinner was moved to Texas 
Roadhouse.  A friendly group of fourteen 
people attended the May dinner, and several 
saw a movie after dinner.
 
These dinners are usually held the third 
Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the Lansing area and provide an 
opportunity to socialize over a casual meal. 
All members of the mid-Michigan LGBT 
community, including MSU, LCC, and 
Cooley students, as well as friends, family 
members, and allies are welcome to attend.  
So whether you come on your own or bring 
a friend or partner, please join us for dinner! 
RSVP to Gary Hicks at hickslaw@gmail.
com by 3 pm on Friday, June 21, if you plan 
to attend so we know how much seating to 
request.

A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? - Part 18
How to Ride a Bike

 
After all, that is what laws are for,  

to be made and unmade.   . . .   
No great idea in its beginning  

can ever be within the law.   
How can it be within the law?   

The law is stationary.  The law is fixed.  
The law is a chariot wheel which binds us 

all regardless of conditions  
or place or time.  

     
 - Emma Goldman.  

One last comment regarding the 
legislative website, www.legislature.
mi.gov. You can control click this link 
to get to the home page.  On the left, 
click “legislators.”  This will bring 
you to the legislators’ page.  Toward 
the top, under Chamber Websites, click 
“find your representative.”  You can 
then enter your district number (check 
your voter registration card) or your 
street address and zip code.  Before 
you click “find a representative,” note 
the links to the right that show the 
district map for each district.  Okay.  
Now click “find a representative” and 
it will bring up your representative’s 
information.  The representative’s 

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

address and telephone number will 
be at the bottom of that page.  When 
you are urged to contact your state 
representative, this is who you should 
call, write, or e-mail.  Remember, your 
opinion is presumed to represent the 
opinions of 10,000 individuals.  You 
can follow a similar process from the 
legislators’ page to find your senator.  
The help telephone line for this 
website is 877-932-6424.

In 2012, Senator Rebekah Warren 
(D-Ann Arbor) introduced a proposed 
amendment to the Elliott-Larsen Civil 
Rights Act (Michigan) to prohibit 
discrimination against lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender residents.  It 
was Senate Bill 1063 (SB1063).  That 
bill “died in committee,” i.e., it did 
not pass before the end of the year.   
Senator Warren plans to reintroduce 
the bill in the near future.  House Bill 
5039 (HB5039) threatened to undo 
a lot of the work we have done in 
Michigan regarding city ordinances.  It 
was introduced by Rep. Tom McMillin 
(R-Rochester).  That bill also died in 
committee.   If that bill had passed, 
any ordinance, rule, regulation or 
policy in Michigan that protected 
sexual orientation or gender identity 
would have been void, including rules 
and regulations adopted by schools 
and community colleges.  

I remember when I learned to ride a 
bike.  It was very tricky and scary.  
But once I got the hang of it, it was 
exhilarating.  Understanding the 
legislative process can be like that.  
Once we learn that we have power to 
make change, it is very exciting. 

June is Pride month
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Frank Bigger Euchre 
Charity Event
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The 16th Annual Frank Bigger Euchre 
Tournament / Potluck / Charity Event was 
held at the Esquire Club on Saturday, May 4, 
2013 (see picture).  This annual event is held 
in memory of Frank 
Bigger (see picture), 
who as manager of 
Joe Covello’s, JB’s, 
and the Esquire Club, 
always believed in 
the importance of 
supporting charities, 
including the LGBT 
community.  Many 
people in the Greater 
Lansing Area have 
many fond memories 

of Frank and can 
picture walking into 
one of the above bars 
and seeing Frank 
playing his favorite 
game of euchre.

The recent event 
held at the Esquire 
Club was another 
big success.  The 
food was great as always, the euchre 
tournament was exciting, and the fundraising 
was successful.  For several weeks prior to 
the event, the Tuesday night euchre group 
collected 25 cents per person per “set,” which 
went into the charity collection.  It is much 
easier getting set, when you know the money 
is going to a good cause.

This year a total of $240 was again given 
to the Greater Lansing Food Bank.  Over 
the past sixteen years the event has raised 

approximately $5,415 and the following 
charities, including the above, have 
benefited:  MSU Pride Scholarship Fund, 
the Lansing Area AIDS Network, Michigan 
Pride, American Cancer Society, Juvenile 
Diabetes Foundation, Children’s AIDS 
Network, Heart Association, Teen Challenge, 
Ele’s Place, Loaves and Fishes, U of M 
Transplant Center, Food Movers, Sparrow 
Hospice, the American Red Cross, Greater 
Lansing Food Bank, Lansing Meals on 
Wheels, Westside Community YMCA, 

Alzheimer’s Association, 
VOA-Lansing Volunteers of 
America, LCC Betsy Lou 
Robson Scholarship Fund, 
Capital Area Humane Society, 
and South Side Community 
Coalition.   Frank would be 
proud of this tradition!!

Euchre players at the 16th Annual Frank Bigger Euchre  
Tournament / Potluck / Charity Event

Frank Bigger

June 16 is Father’s Day
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Bob Meyer and Kent Wieber
 30 years

 June 23rd
 

Julie & Joanne Nemecek
41 years
June 3rd

Congratulations!!!

Lawrence Welk Concert 
Success
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus concert 
in May was a memorable trip back in time 
with their performance of The Lawrence 
Welk Show featuring the music of Irving 
Berlin.

The trip back in 
time included such 
memories as being 
greeted by bubbles 
on the way into the 
church, the familiar 
announcing of the 
songs, a couple 
of performances 
by the memorable 
“Le’Mennon 
Sisters,” and some 

of the Welk special 
acts, such as, Joe Luczak tap dancing to 
Top Hat, White Tie and Tails (see pictures).  
Lawrence Welk also frequently brought 
in special guest talent performances and 
the concert included the special bag pipes 
performance by The Glen Erin Pipe Band.

Mark your calendar!  The chorus will 
perform Holiday of Lights:  Home for the 
Holidays (Christmas Concert) on Sat., 
Dec. 14th at 7:00 p.m. and Sun., Dec. 15th 
at 3:00 p.m.

Joe Luczak tap dancing with the LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus

The “Le’Mennon Sisters” performing at the  
LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus concert

Sistrum Womyn’s* 
Chorus: It Takes a Village
2013 Spring Concert.
 
Oh my, it was so fine!  How fortunate that we 
have in our home-town the Sistrum Womyn’s 
*Chorus!  Each concert is even better than the 
last.  It Takes a Village is a collection of songs 
representing various cultures; depicted in 
language, beat and style.  Not only were the 
selections varied in style, they varied in their 
presentations.  Some were the whole chorus 
performing, and others were of varying 
numbers of singers.  My fave of the ensemble 
numbers was “Popularity.”  This was 
performed by five soloists, with a wonderful 
range of voice, and a “Patsy!”  The Patsy was 
the person getting a make- over to achieve the 
desired Popularity!  

Meridith Bowen, the Chorus Director,  keeps 
upping the ante at these twice a year concerts.  
Upping the level of difficulty and achieved 
excellence in her staging and  arranging 
which never fail to please.  The delight of the 
audience was expressed warmly after each 
song, and the chorus was given a standing 
ovation at the end.  Smiles all around!

*This spelling is the reviewer’s preference 
and an act of political correctness. It is an 
opportunity to insert her politics into this 
review!  She is a commotion!   

Anonymous 
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(Continued from page 3)
Republicans Lose

The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN)

is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays

from 1pm to 8pm. By appointment.

Results will be given the same day.

To schedule an appointment, 

please call 517-394-3719 ext 30 ask for Matt.

Rapid HIV testing is available at the 

LAAN office located at

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS!

It’s Your Life
by Steve Findley

Don’t Rely Solely on 
‘Uncle Sam’s’ Help 
During Retirement
You can’t watch 
television or read a 

newspaper without being reminded of the 
uncertain times we’re in.  Disappearing jobs, 
disturbing stock market losses, the rising cost 
of living — we don’t need to tell you that it’s 
rough out there.

This has made planning for your own 
retirement even more complicated than 
ever. While the market has improved since 
the 2008 crash, retirement account balances 
are still 1 percent below their peak 2007 
value when adjusted for inflation. The crash 
wiped out trillions of dollars in retirement 
savings.(1) People who are still recouping 
their losses may not even read their 401(k) 
account statements anymore.  

The Truth About Social Security

But other factors have muddied the waters 
for mapping a course toward a financially 
secure retirement. People are living longer. 
At the beginning of the 20th century, life 
expectancy at birth was 47.3 years. Today, 
life expectancy is nearly 79 years.(2) This is 
good news; but we need to prepare for more 
years in retirement.

And if you thought Social Security would 
take care of you, think again. In 2012, the 
maximum monthly benefit for a worker 
retiring at age 66 was $2,513(3)— not enough 
for many of you to live comfortably.

While there are no easy solutions, the 
purchase of a life insurance policy can 
guarantee(4) the protection of your LGBT 
loved ones and also supplement your 
retirement savings if the death benefit is no 
longer needed.

Leaving a Legacy

Life insurance’s primary purpose is to deliver 
death benefit protection, which can provide 
a generally tax-free legacy to your LGBT 
loved ones. But permanent life insurance 
also carries many living benefits.  Cash 

value is money that accumulates within the 
policy, tax deferred. This means you do not 
pay taxes on any of the accumulation within 
the policy. In addition, you can access that 
money generally tax-free through policy 
loans(5). The cash value can also be accessed 
for college expenses, as collateral for a small 
business loan, or any other anticipated or 
unexpected event.  

In addition to the death benefit protection, the 
cash value of permanent life insurance can 
also be used to supplement your retirement 
income. As such, it can be a vital piece of the 
complex puzzle of retirement planning.

This educational third-party article is being 
provided as a courtesy by Steve Findley, 
Agent, New York Life Insurance Company. 
To learn more about the information or topics 
discussed, please contact Steve at  
517-402-2582 or srfindley@ft.nyl.com 

Neither New York Life, nor its agents, 
provides tax, legal, or accounting advice. 
Please consult your own tax, legal, or 
accounting professional before making any 
decisions.

1 Urban Institute, “Retirement Plan Assets,” 
Barbara A. Butrica, 
Retirement Security 
Data Brief No. 6, 
November 2012.

2 Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention, “Deaths: 
Preliminary Data 
for 2011,” Donna 
L. Hoyert, PhD, and 
Jiaquan Xu, MD,

October 10, 2012.

3 U.S. Social Security 
Administration, 
“Maximum Social 
Security Retirement 
Benefit,” March 9, 
2012.

4 Guarantees backed 
by the claims-paying 
ability of the issuer.

5 Loans against 
your policy accrue 
interest and decrease 
the death benefit 
and cash value by 
the amount of the 
outstanding loan and 
interest.

decision.  In a 2-1 opinion, the Court wrote, 
“There is no absolute prohibition against 
same-sex domestic partners receiving benefits 
through their relationship with an employee 
so long as that receipt is not based on the 
employer’s recognition of that relationship 
as a ‘marriage or similar union.’”  So the 
OEI benefits worked in getting around the 
anti-same sex restrictions in Proposal 2.   
Attorney General Bill Schuette appealed to 
the Michigan Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court recently issued a ruling 
unanimously letting the ruling stand.  This 
means that state employees, including same 
sex couples, will continue to receive health 
care benefits.

When the Civil Service Commission first 
implemented the OEI benefits it estimated 
it would cost the state $8,000,000.  Critics 
predicted the cost would be many times 
more.  The actual cost is now available and 
it was $690,000, a small percentage of even 
the most conservative estimate.  The cost of 
equality is an expense the state can afford.
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Congratulations Emily!!
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President
 
Congratulations to Emily Snoek, Board 
member, intern, and recent graduate of MSU. 

As an intern Emily worked with another 
former intern turned board member, Kate 
Miller. Kate graduated from MSU in 2011 and 
worked with Demita Zwieback on our first 
granting cycle. In a sustaining practice Emily 
led by Kate, expertly administered LAHR’s 
second granting cycle.  Using their sharp skills 
of writing, organizing and follow through.   
LAHR funded a LGBT youth group and the 
LGBT band.

Emily, in her excellence as a board member, 
accomplished a 3.9 GPA as a scholar, as well.  
She successfully navigated her numerous 
community engagement commitments while 
earning the Michael G. Schechter award 
for academic excellence at James Madison 
College at MSU.  She is a member of the 
Honors Society, Phi Beta Kappa.  Her final 
thesis, expertly presented recently, is entitled 
“Risky Business LGBT Youth and Sex 
Education”.  Issues she researched include 
suicide of our youth as a health issue,  lack 
of recognition of other than heterosexuality 
as an orientation, fractured LGBT groups in 
secondary education and the impact of non-
support of GSA’s. 

Congratulations from all of us.  

(Continued from page 1)
Youth Group

also meet at different locations depending 
on the discussion topics, making for a 
dynamic and fun experience. Topics to be 
discussed include:

• Coming Out • Legislation
• Religion • Friends
• Domestic Violence • Bullying
• Transgenderism • Sexual Health
• Discrimination • Relationships
• History of the LGBTQ Community

And, any other issues that are important to 
YOU!
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 

Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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