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Boy Scout Town Hall panel including LAHR President and 
moderator Penny Gardner, Assistant Scourtmaster Susan 

Masten, LAHR Board member Quentin Masten-Davies, 
Venture Crew President Molly George and Pastor Jeanne 

Randels.

Lansing Votes Aug. 6
by Penny Gardner, 
LAHR-PAC President

Lansing voters will 
be electing people 
running for Lansing 
mayor, at-large city 
council and 4th 
Ward city council 

on Tuesday, August 6, 2013.  Your 
participation in this local primary election 
is important to the LGBT community.

LAHR PAC sent questionnaires to the 15 
candidates appearing on this ballot.  The 
LAHR PAC ratings appear in a clip-out 
box within the newsletter.

The November general election will 
include the winners of the primary election 
as well as East Lansing city council and 
some of the local school boards.

Please vote!!

Boy Scout Town  
Hall Success
by Quentin & Susan Masten

On May 14th, LAHR held 
a town hall meeting at 
Edgewood UCC in East 
Lansing to discuss the 
then-proposed changes to 
the membership policy of 
the Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA). The panelists were 
Molly George, Venture 
Crew President of Crew 
97, chartered by Haslett 
Community Church; 
Reverend Jeanne Randels, 
Pastor of Okemos Community 
Church, which charters BSA Troop 109; 
Quentin Masten-Davies, LAHR Board 
member and sibling of an Eagle Scout; 
and Susan Masten, Assistant Scoutmaster 
of BSA Troop 164, chartered by Friends 
of Chippewa Middle School. Penny 
Gardner, LAHR Board President, 

Dinner / Movie Invitation
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

LAHR would like to 
invite you to a fun and 
informative movie and 
dinner event.  This 
special event will be 
held on Sunday night, 

July 28th at the home of Bill Beachler at 
3333 Moores River Dr.  #104 in Lansing, 
where you will have the opportunity to see 
one of Lansing’s nicest views.

The evening will begin with the LAHR 
Board members treating you to an 
delicious dinner, including many favorite 
home cooked items and even a donation 
from the excellent Olive Garden.  Bill 
promises to provide your choice from 8 of 
some of the best coffees from Horrocks, 

as well as soda.  Dinner will begin being 
served at 6:00 pm

Following dinner around 7:00 p.m. will the 
showing of Love Free or Die 
on Bill’s home theater.  This 
movie is about a man whose 
two defining passions 
are in direct conflict:  
his love for God and 
for his partner Mark.  
Gene Robinson is the 
first openly gay person 
to become a bishop in 
the historic traditions 
of Christendom. His 
consecration in 2003, to which he wore a 
bullet-proof vest, caused an international stir.

The film follows Robinson from small-town 
churches in the New Hampshire North 
Country to Washington’s Lincoln Memorial 
to London’s Lambeth Palace, as he calls 

moderated the panel. A video statement 
from James Heinlein, an Eagle Scout 
from BSA Troop 164 was also played 
at the event. Approximately 40 people 
attended the panel discussion.

for all to stand for equality – inspiring 
bishops, priests and ordinary folk to come 
out from the shadows and change history.  
The film debuted on the national PBS series 
Independent Lens October 29, 2012 and has 
been rebroadcast nationally in celebration 

of Gay Pride – this event is just 
in time for the Michigan Pride 
celebration on August 24, 

2013.

The LAHR Board is having 
this special event to help LAHR 

continue our many activities for 
our local community, especially 

our grants and donations to support 
Gateway and our LGBT youth.  

We hope you will be willing to donate 
$10.  Most important, we hope you will 
attend and enjoy yourself.  Caution – the 
driveway is off  Mt. Hope and if you need 
directions, please call Bill at 337-1419 or 
email beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

Who are we?  Who is LAHR?  Where are we now, and what do we want to do?
We all have an answer to these questions.  These questions surfaced for me as I was talking with the organizer 
of The One Capital Region Campaign.  It is the campaign of Unity Michigan to work with the governing 
entities of all the townships in the Capital Region to pass non-discrimination ordinances to include Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity and or Expression.  LAHR is in support of this campaign.

So who are we that Unity Michigan comes to us for support?  We are the longest lived local LGBT 
organization in the state if not the country.  Others have come and sadly gone.  We continue our work.  

After this historic element of our being, still who are we? LAHR is the “go to” organization for representatives of the media.  
We represent, and are to an extent, the voice of our constituencies, which includes members of our community, and our allies.  
In Lansing, those who have concerns, hopes and challenges as either LGBT or allied with our community, come to LAHR to 
connect.  We are seen as a resource of knowledge, opinion and support.  

We have been a source of funding for agencies working with and for members of our communities.  Over the past five years we 
have invested in Gateway Community Services, the MSU school of social work, The Midwest College Conf. for LGBT people 
and allies, Medflag, and others.  We have supported these organizations in the form of grants.  So LAHR is also a funder of 
services  for members of our communities. 

Who we are is certainly a presence locally.  LAHR is featured in the media, and as spoke people of issues of social justice.  We 
are the media as well.  Our Newsletter is regular as clockwork.  It highlights individuals and stories of particular interest to our 
constituencies.  It has been around since September, 1979.  Bill Beachler,  one of the early members of LAHR, is the current 
publisher , and has been since 1983. We are grateful for his expertise and commitment.  

We are a membership organization, a 501c3, which means your donations to LAHR are tax deductable.  So we are an 
organization which relies on your support to do the work we do. To continue to exist, to publish, to support, to speak on behalf of 
our communities, to be visible, we need your support.  

So my answer to the opening question of who is LAHR, we are lots of things.  Who do you think we are?  I would love to hear 
from you.  What I have not answered is are we what we you want LAHR to be, or do we want LAHR to be something more?  
You can answer that, can’t you?  Let me know….

Please join us, and do contact any of us if you wish to volunteer for One Capital Campaign, Serve on the Board of LAHR, or in 
any other way engage in and with LAHR.

Sincerely, 

Penny Gardner, Pres. 
marydrpenny@yahoo.com 

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued on page 9)

Pastor Jody
by Rev. Jody Betten 
KUDOS to Same Sex Partners
A recent article in The Atlantic 
“What Straights Can Learn From 
Same-Sex Couples” raises issues 
for the relationship of heterosexuals 
who are partnered (read married or 

committed monogamous couples).  In study after study 
of same-sex monogamous partners, findings challenge 
the basis for and assumptions of heterosexual unions.  For 
clergy who counsel couples who intend some kind of 
committal ceremony like a wedding, for instance, the way 
we talk about the conflicts in a relationship is changing.  
Rather than assume that opposite sex couples will opt for 
traditional roles in the partnership, we are asking more 
pointed questions about how those decisions will get made 
and not assume that they are made just based on gender.  
The realities about the longevity of same-sex partnered 
relationships, and why they may be more lasting than for 
hetero couples, raises questions about the basis for long term  
commitment in such relationships.   Even the way I use 
language in this article is affected by the reality of same-sex 
couples having equal status with heterosexual couples!  

So the challenge of some conservatives that same-sex 
marriage threatens traditional marriage is true!  But not 
in the way that the conservative might imagine, however.  
Same-sex partners appear to be better at negotiating the 
roles and tasks necessary to keep body and soul together 
and the relationship intact.  They tend to be able to see the 
value in compromise when it comes to working vs. stay at 
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Township Update
…And Justice for All
by Gina Calcagno, One Capital Region

(Publisher’s Note – There is one big local 
disappointment – Lansing Township.  
Lansing Township has to date refused to join 
the other local townships in this important 
effort.  There are many LGBT residents in 
Lansing Township, but many of them think 
they live in Lansing because they have 
a Lansing address and have protection; 
however, they have no protections and need 
to tell their locally elected township officials 
to join the One Capital Region campaign.)

If you live in the greater Lansing area, there 
is about a 2/3rd chance that you can legally 
be fired, denied an apartment, asked to leave 
a restaurant just for being LGBT. The state 
of Michigan allows housing, employment, 
and public accommodations discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation and 
gender identity/expression. Two (2) cities 
in our area have passed comprehensive 
non-discrimination ordinances, Lansing and 
East Lansing. (East Lansing was the first 

city in the nation to pass such a law in 1972. 
Lansing finally did in 2006.) This covers 
about 163,000 of the people who live in our 
area. But the rest of the greater Lansing area, 
the other 293,000, has no such protection. 
Some elected officials are trying to change 
this.

State

Although bills to amend the state’s non-
discrimination law, the Elliott-Larsen Civil 
Rights Act, have been introduced in nearly 
every session since 1983, the bills have 
failed to make it to the floor of either the 
Senate or the House. In response, a statewide 
group of elected officials are working 
together to urge the Michigan legislature to 
protect all of our citizens. Local Electeds 
Against Discrimination (LEAD) is a 
coalition of elected officials who pledge to 
support nondiscrimination and lobby the 
state to adopt such laws. (Note: LAHR’s 
sister organization, LAHR PAC, asks each 
local candidate for public office if they are 
members of LEAD and encourages them to 
join.) Currently, over 100 elected officials 
across the state have signed on to the LEAD 
statement. 

Local 

In the absence of action from the state 
government, local municipalities are 
taking matters into their own hands. 
On May 8, elected officials from the 
Lansing area introduced the One Capital 
Region campaign. During the press 
conference on the Capitol steps, Evan 
Hope (Clerk, Delhi Township), Ken 
Fletcher (Supervisor, Delta Township), 
Angela Wilson (Trustee, Meridian 
Township), announced their plans to 
introduce and pass comprehensive 
non-discrimination ordinances in 
their respective townships. Successful 
passage of all three ordinances would 
extend rights to more than 100,000 
people in the greater Lansing area. 

As of June 10, both Delta and Meridian 
have introduced and discussed the 
non-discrimination ordinances. Delhi 
Township has plans to introduce 
discussion in late June. Although 
statewide protection is still needed, the 
passage of local ordinances in these 
three townships will bring us a little 
closer to “justice for all.”
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Scary Big City
Pride celebrations are 
going on all over. Pride 
seemed to start as just a 
couple of weekends in 
June where every major 

city and venue planned their celebrations. 
Then it seemed to encompass all of June. 
This year, it seems to be a summer wide 
celebration!

I have never been a huge, I guess you could 
call it, “pride-goer”.  Would I get points for 
that in scrabble?  Anyway, the first few years 
that I was out, I really tried to go to Pride. 
Why not? I was proud of who I was! Then 
my interest in it waned. I’m not sure why, but 
it did. Perhaps it was that I had “been there, 
done that” with Pride in the Lansing area. 
Since I work a lot of weekends, it became 
a hassle trying to make it work to have that 
weekend off.  My schedule is pretty tight 
on weekends between work and alternate 
weekends with my kids. So, it became a low 

For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

priority. Honestly, I have never been to a Pride 
celebration anywhere other than Lansing.  I 
know, I have a sheltered life! This year it will 
be different. This year, I will get out of my 
comfort zone and am going to the big city! 
This year, I am going to Pride in Toronto! 

Actually, it kind of happened by chance. 
Some friends of ours wanted to go to Toronto 
to hang out with a couple that we met on our 
cruise this year. It just happened to be Pride 
Weekend. At first, I was saying, “No way! 
That city will be overridden! It will be Drag 
Queens and craziness all over the streets!” 
The more I thought 
about it, the more I 
realized, why not? 
This could be fun. I’m 
not trying to diss the 
Lansing Pride but, we 
don’t live in a huge 
city, do we? I have no 
idea what to expect. 
Will most streets be 
lined with Pride flags 
and Dykes on Bikes? 
Will it be just a small 
section of the city? 
Do, I have to greet 

everyone with, “Happy Pride, eh?” Do I have 
to prove I’m gay just to park on the street?

I guess, I have just rekindled that old 
excitement of Pride in my mind. I don’t 
know what to expect. I don’t know how 
much of it I will actually partake in. I just 
know that this will be my first real “Big City 
Pride” and I’m pretty excited. You can all 
hope I have fun but, by the time you read 
this, I will be back. So, I’m sure that I did!

Tell me what you think. Comments (hopefully positive) are 
always welcome. Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com .
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July Friday LGBT  
Dinner Group 

New Persis Indian 
Grill in Okemos
July 19, 2013 at 
6:30 pm
by Gary Hicks, Host

The July LGBT Dinner 
will take place Friday, July 19, 2013, at 
6:30 pm at the new Persis Indian Grill in 
Okemos. Persis is located at 3536 Meridian 
Crossing Drive, between Stillwater Grill 
and the Grand Traverse Pie Company, 
where the Sahara Restaurant was formerly 
located. Their menu can be viewed at 
persisindiangrill.com.
 
These dinners are usually held the third 
Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the Lansing area and provide an 
opportunity to socialize over a casual meal. 
All members of the mid-Michigan LGBT 
community, including MSU, LCC, and 
Cooley students, as well as friends, family 
members, and allies are welcome to attend. 
So whether you come on your own or bring 
a friend or partner, please join us for dinner!

RSVP to Gary Hicks at hickslaw@gmail.
com by 3 pm on Friday, July 19, if you
plan to attend so we know how much seating 
to request.

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Men Who 
Marry Men:  
A New Normal 
or More of the 
Same?

by Emily Snoek, LAHR Board

As those of you who follow prime-time 
sit-coms will know, the show The New 
Normal follows the lives of life-partners 
David Sawyer and Bryan Collins in their 
quest for a child.  And in Modern Family, 
long-time partners Cameron Tucker and 
Mitchell Pritchett raise their adopted 
Vietnamese-American daughter while 
putting up with the drama that surrounds 
their blended extended family.   I looked 
into these shows to investigate if this 
“normalization” and “modernization” of 
gay men on television is a step in the right 
direction...or not.  

On The New Normal, racism and 
homophobia are harvested for laughs 
and on both shows, these doting dads are 
perpetually faced with the stereotypes that 
surround gay male sexuality today.  As 
Maureen Ryan of the Huffington Post says, 
“there’s no doubt that Andrew Rannells’ 
character, Bryan, is a compilation of 
gay stereotypes:  he’s fussy, superficial, 
obsessed with looks, celebrities, dieting, 
designer clothes, etc.”.  And while David 
is a big sports-fan, and is characterized as 
a “normal guy,” the show does not let you 
forget that he is an anomaly. His obsession 
with sports is juxtaposed against Bryan’s 
flamboyance; his overt masculinity is 
constantly underscored and reinforced as 
“abnormal” compared to Byran’s natural 

interest in fashion and ability to get along 
with women.

Mitchell and Cameron also represent 
stereotypes. ABC’s plot summary of 
the show includes, “opposites attract in 
this household, with Cameron having a 
wonderfully big personality and maybe 
a flare for the dramatic, while Mitchell 
is more buttoned-down”. Mitchell is 
meticulous, well-dressed, and oftentimes 
effeminate.  Cameron is strikingly 
flamboyant. Singing is his passion, he 
loves playing dress-up with their daughter, 
and he seems to “walk like a girl”. When 
either of these men act in overtly masculine 
ways--like when the audience discovers the 
ease with which Cameron can play sports 
and perform manual labor--it is used for 
comical effect.

On the one hand, finding these four 
main gay male characters in prime-time 
broadcast television shows respect for this 
kind of relationship and sexual identity. 
This representation “normalizes” the 
idea of a committed relationship between 
gay men and is something we haven’t 
seen on TV before.  On the other hand 
however, these characters represent myths 
and stereotypes which is not without 
consequence for the LGBT community at 
large. These negative media representations 
of gay male sexuality perpetuate these 
myths and decrease tolerance for other 
representations of gay male sexuality. 
Gay men are faced with complying with 
these stereotypes or fielding questions on 
how they could possibly have a messy 
apartment, not know how to dress, or not 
want to settle down with a “nice man” 
some day.

The representations of gay men that we’re 
currently seeing on prime-time broadcast 
television represent a normalization 
of homosexuality, but only in a very 
limited sense. Within these constructions 
only a “heterosexualized” version of 
homosexuality is promoted as tolerable 
and accepted. The rest of the LGBT 
community who does not fit in with these 
strict constraints is disadvantaged by this 
normalization. They are perpetuated as 
abnormal and denied tolerance or inclusion. 
Thus this normalization may be a step in 
the right direction, but it is not enough to be 
considered a positive representation for the 
LGBT community.
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It’s Your Life
by Steve Findley

Taking Financial 
Responsibility: 
What’s Your Game 
Plan?
The old adage, “People 

don’t plan to fail, they fail to plan,” can be 
especially true when it comes to finances. 
And, given the current economy, the best 
time to start taking control of your finances is 
today. Being financially responsible doesn’t 
just happen. It’s a conscious decision you 
make to live within your means. 

Slowly, American consumers are catching 
on. A nationwide survey on the financial 
state of U.S. households, conducted by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, found only 13 
percent of households are currently saving 7 
percent or more of their disposable income, 
although fully 36 percent of households 
expect to save at this level in 5 to 10 years. (1) 
While that trend may be encouraging, there 
remains ample room for improvement.

It’s Never Too Late to Plan

No matter what stage of life you’re in, you 
should have a strategy that helps meet your 
current financial needs, while creating a 
path to help you reach long-term financial 
goals. Whether you’re just starting out or are 
nearing retirement, a strategy is necessary, 
and the good news is no matter what your 
age, it’s never too late to start. 

A proactive approach now can 
help avoid disappointments 
later on. Consider the following 
scenarios:

• Start a savings plan. By just 
saving a small amount today, 
you and your LGBT family 
can make a huge difference 
later on. What financial goals 
can you set today to help make 
your dreams a reality? 

• Are your loved ones 
adequately protected? Would 
your LGBT family or partner 
be able to maintain their 
standard of living in the event 

something happened 
to you? Buy a life 
insurance policy 
— or increase your 
coverage — and 
make sure your loved 
ones are protected. 

• What about college 
expenses? If you’re 
an LGBT parent 
or guardian, it’s 
never too early to 
start saving for your 
children’s college 
expenses. Start a 
college education 
fund, so they won’t 
be burdened with 
student loans and can 
attend the college of 
their choice. 

• If you’re nearing 
retirement … 
consider what 
amount of your 
current income you 
can allocate into 
retirement savings vehicles, such as 401(k) 
plans, IRAs and other investments. With 
retirement possibly lasting 20 or 30 years, 
the more resources you have, the more likely 
you’ll be able to enjoy it. 

No matter where you are in life, a proper 
financial strategy will help you achieve your 
financial goals, maintain your current lifestyle 
and ease worries about the future. Take action 
today to help realize tomorrow’s goals and 
dreams. 

(1) Viewpoint on U.S. Savings Rate, PwC Financial 
Services Research Institute, 5/13/2010.

This educational third-party article is being provided as 
a courtesy by Steve Findley, New York Life Insurance 
Company. For additional information on the information 
or topics discussed, please contact Steve Findley at 
srfindley@nyl.com  or 517-402-2582.
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Equality and 
Justice for All

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice;
working for peace and justice in the Lansing area.

Donations Welcome
www.glnawi.org

Out at Work
by Frank Vaca,
LAHR Vice President

Straight Talk
Awesome movie I went 
to see, 42, about Jackie 
Robinson. It will grip 

you in your seat hoping the discrimination 
and racism doesn’t extend to a whole new 
level. There was the fear of going into a 
profession with your untapped abilities 
threaten or scaring those who did not want 
to shake things up. Which brings me to this 
month’s questions, why do you deal with 
negativity over your own positive energy? 
When our reviews come in, we cannot let 
the critics win. We have to be honest with 
ourselves first and foremost. You just pray 
it does not get violent in his workplace, the 
baseball field. What was he judged upon; 
people could not look past his bat and balls. 
Your professional abilities wowing the 
crowds but something in which cannot be 
helped holding you back. Our critics how 
mighty they may be never wear tongue 
protection so why should we? Are we still 
in the days of label who can do this or who 
can do that? Are we seeking out some form 
of workplace behavior of allowing other’s 
to be themselves rather then what comes 
preplaced away from their resume?

I had the dishonor of being told you 
should not try something because in the 
end you will not help yourself but only lie 
there in defeat. It was a total stranger who 
underestimated my skills, my classifications, 
and my background. Only looking upon 
my speed, my accuracy, and not giving 
me a chance. As someone pointed out to 
me I should have asked how I can get this 
person’s job. There I was being my own 
wrecking ball when better judgment sided 
with me. I cannot be the perfect choice 
for everyone, I cannot be everything to 
everyone, and sometimes I just need to live 
my passions. 

You will not find me on the radio sparing 
out like Dolly Pardon in Straight Talk. 
Questions like how have I lived, where 
can I excel, and what is with the weather 
lately?  Let me guess you are yearning to 
do more with life and escape the darkness 
of the closet? You cannot see why a simple 
little thing crushes a small percentage of 
what makes you, or why your heart matters? 
Let me hear you say what’s love got to do 
with it? Well when your mind, heart, and 
soul are not working towards a working 
solution, something must be out of whack? 

Do not feel lost, try changing your attitude. 
Why must you remain silent and have things 
pushed upon you. 

When a simple push from one perspective to 
another holds so much good change. Feeling 
challenged there is no way of chewing off 
your heart or having a transplanted artery. 

Might as well face it, you are addicted to 
same sex love. While the no hearted worker 
world can tear you down from this. Having a 
good attitude and perspective on things can 
really make the change.
When workers are up on ya’ll business, are 
you finding challenges on having your story 
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(Continued on 
page 10)LAHR PAC

VOTE TUESDAY AUGUST 6, 2013

The Lansing Association for Human Rights Political Action Committee (LAHR PAC) is 
an independent political organization registered with the secretary of state.  LAHR PAC 

paid for this ad.  It can be reached at P O Box 16014 Lansing MI 48901.  LAHR PAC 
mailed questionnaires to candidates running for office. A double asterisk (**) means the 

candidate has returned the questionnaire in the past, but did not return the question-
naire for this election.Make every effort to vote, either on Election Day or ask your city, 

township or county clerk for an absentee ballot. Encourage your family and friends to do 
the same. (6/10/13)

City Lansing At Large
 Judy Brown Clarke Very Positive
 Kathie Dunbar Extremely Positive
 Brian Jeffries Very Positive
 Ted O’Dell Very Positive
 Jonathon M Smith Ignored Questionnaire
 Keith Smith Very Negative

City Lansing Ward 4
 Chong Anna Canfora Positive
 Bert Carrier Jr. Mixed
 Larry Hutchinson Ignored Questionnaire
 Jessica Yorko Very Positive

Lansing Mayor
 Virg Bernero Extremely Positive**
 John Boise Ignored Questionnaire
 Gene Gutierrez-Rodriguez Ignored Questionnaire
 Donald Krepps Ignored Questionnaire
 Harold Leeman Jr. Very Positive

MSU 2013 Homecoming
Reception / Party
– Mark your calendar!!

  
The eighth annual MSU GLBT Homecoming reception 
is scheduled for Friday, October 11, 2013 following the 
MSU Homecoming Parade from 6:30 to 9:30. This fun 
event will again be held at the Kellogg Center in the 
excellent Red Cedar Room with fireplace. Everyone is 
invited!!

(Continued from page 1)
Boy Scout Town Hall

The discussion focused on the BSA?s 
policy of exclusion, which states that 
the BSA does not ?grant membership 
to individuals who are open or avowed 
homosexuals or who engage in behavior 
that would become a distraction to the 
mission of the BSA.? Susan spoke about 
the history of BSA, and how the original 
intent of BSA was in contrast with this 
policy. In fact, co-founder WD Boyce 
said that BSA would not permit “the 
exclusion of any boy.” Susan talked about 
how the conservatives gained control of 
BSA during the 1970s, and the subsequent 
discrimination that followed.

While BSA is, and has always been, non-
sectarian in nature, many in the Scouting 
community oppose the inclusion of gay 
people based on Scriptural interpretation. 
Rev. Randels spoke about more modern 
and scholarly Biblical interpretations that 
take into consideration the meaning of the 
words used in the passages that are often 
used to justify discrimination.

Molly spoke of her experiences as a Scout 
in the Venturing Program, a co-ed program 
for youth 14-21. She stated that while she 
did not experience homophobic bullying 
in her Venture troop - in fact, they were 
inclusive of all - when working with boys 
in the scout troop that is also chartered 
to Haslett Community Church, she did 
observe homophobic comments being 
made by others. Clearly much work needs 
to be done to ensure that all youth are 
welcome into the Scouting community.

BSA proposed a change in their 
membership policy in which no ?youth may 
be denied membership in the Boy Scouts of 
America on the basis of sexual orientation 
or preference alone?. This policy change 
was voted upon on March 23, 2013, at the 
National Convention in Grapevine, Texas 
by the approximately 1200 BSA delegates 
representing the over 200 councils across 
the US. Sixty-one (61) percent of the 
delegates voted for the change, while 38% 
voted against it.

This policy is, of course, a step in the right 
direction, but does not go far enough. 
The idea that Scouts must leave the troop 

home parenting in a way that doesn’t create 
resentment.  Their desire to be legally married 
has created a ‘social contagion’ or what one 
clergy person called “a re-enchantment of 
marriage”; a feeling that this opportunity 
is really something special.  Gay wedding 
ceremonies have impacted the language 
of hetero weddings – thoughtful clergy are 
becoming critical of traditional language that 
implies that females are subjugated to males, 
and changing it.  Same sex partners tend to be 
better at talking about their sexual relationship 
in honest ways that foster a healthy 
relationship.  All these realities challenge 
heterosexual couples to get real about their 
monogamous relationships.  

So KUDOS to same sex couples!  As the 
nation moves closer to acceptance of and 
legalizing same sex unions my prayer is that 
our understanding of committed relationships 
of all kinds will be impacted for the better.  
The ways that same sex couples interact to 
keep relationships healthy, the varieties of 
resources that come to our collective attention 
as we honor same sex couples, has the 
potential to compel behaviors that can bless 
us as people who need one another to be well 
and whole.  

(Continued from page 3)
Pastor Jody
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(Continued from page 8)
Out at Work
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“Straight?”  As someone mentioned to me, a 
30 year old who is not married, no children, 
or ex wives must either be having trouble in 
the sack, or drum roll, queer.

Why do we hold our tongues with being 
quiet and treating everyday like the day of 
silence? An employer close to me who got 
a promotion says that hiding anything, not 
being social, and not having a clean work 
slate hurt your chances. Why does it seem no 
matter how hard we try we cannot seem to 
make it? 
Where are the inspirational speakers of our 
community and where are the supporters 
of our leaders?  Sure we tend to attack 

one another and argue they do not know 
what they are talking about. Yet I find it 
amazing there is 0 out state legislators or 
representatives in Michigan. While we are 
looking towards a fiscal cliff, it is nice to 
see others from our community coming 
together to argue for Employment Non 
Discrimination Act.  How about housing and 
public accommodations to add to that?
While business is booming for the 
homophobic wedding cake baker, and the 
gay wedding planners are grinding their 
teeth on the prop 8 case. What are you 
doing to ease the tension and bring out the 
best in you? Try relieving stress and getting 
out there networking. Thanks for reading 
and allowing me to attempt to get you 
motivated.  Let me know how you’re doing 
at Vacaafrank@gmail.com 

or go back into the closet once they are 
adults is ridiculous, and based on false 
stereotypes of LGBTQ people. BSA needs 
to stop discriminating against adults based 
on sexual orientation, and to change the 
membership policy to state that no one will 
be discriminated against on the basis of 
sexual orientation or gender identity alone. 
LAHR can help pushing for this change 
by supporting Scouts for Equality and/or 
Inclusive Scouting Network.

(Continued from page 9)
Boy Scout Town Hall
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 

Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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