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Your Pride Scholarship
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The MSU Pride Endowed Scholarship Fund was established to 
enable any donor to the University to easily designate funds to 
benefit LGBT students and to be assured the funds will be used as 
the donor intended.  The purpose here is to provide the background 

and understanding of the Fund, which hopefully will encourage you to support the Pride 
Scholarship.

Last month there was an article that provided good financial planning advice which 
encouraged you to have a plan for your estate and to consider supporting MSU in your 
plan, especially LGBT scholarships.

The Pride Scholarship had its beginning at LAHR’s Annual Prism Awards on October 
11, 1997 at the Kellogg Center.  There was a promise to begin work to create a 
scholarship that would reward LGBT youth for being proud of who they are.

Happy New Year from Michigan Pride
 
by Nicholas Sekmistrz, Michigan Pride

Michigan Pride hopes that you and your loved ones had a safe and 
enjoyable holiday season.   We are very excited to kick off 2013 with 
our second euchre tournament of the season.  The tournament will be 

held again at Harry’s Place on Saturday, January 19th at 4 p.m. Registration is $15 per 
player.  Again we will be having a 50/50 raffle and DJ Fudgie will be back to kick off 
the post tournament party.   All teams must be registered in advance by contacting Kathy 
Taskey at ktaskey1203@yahoo.com, or by phone at (989) 277-9311. 
The Michigan Pride Board is in the process of finalizing another year of events 
to celebrate and support the GLBTQ community and its supporters.  We will be 
announcing final plans for the White Party, the Capitol March and Festival, and other 
events in the very near future.  Please be sure to check next month’s LAHR newsletter 
for additional information. 

LGBT Adoption /  
Families Threatened
Extremists serving on the Michigan 
House Committee on Families, Children, 
and Seniors have passed two bills out 
of committee, House Bills 5763 and 
5764, which would allow adoption 
agencies the ability to deny an adoption 
placement based on that agency’s moral 
or religious beliefs.

Emily Dievendorf, director of policy 
for Equality Michigan, testified against 
the bills each time it came up for 
committee vote, alongside parents and 
advocates from partner organizations.  
(Publisher’s Note  -  Lansing area 
residents Diego and Kent Love-Ramirez 
brought their son to the committee and 
told the House Committee what their 
priorities should be.  Much thanks 
to the Love-Ramirez family for their 
excellent presentation!)

Michigan has 14,000 children in foster 
care at any one time. These bills could 
threaten the placement of the over 5,000 
foster care children whose biological 
parents’ rights have been terminated and 
who are just waiting for homes. Yet the 
bills acknowledge that denying a couple 
based on religious or moral convictions 
does not imply “that the proposed 
adoption is not in the best interests of 
the adoptee.” Additionally, the bills 
protect public funding for agencies 
choosing to discriminate.

Equality Michigan has a multi-year 
initiative in place to fight for the rights 
of LGBT families seeking adoptions and 
has been mounting opposition to the bill 
over the past couple weeks.
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

2013!  Doesn’t it seem it was just yesterday, when we struggled to date things 20__, instead of the 
familiar 19__.  Happy New Year, Dear reader!

2012 and the election of our president is behind us, and we have four years of presidential 
leadership that values our equality as Lesbians, Gay men, and Bisexual and Transgender women 
and men.  That’s a good thing.  We have come a long way, baybe!

It is not money that won this election for us, and the ratification of our equality in four more states this year, it was 
activism. It was our collective energy.  It is easy to get disheartened by the money put up against us, when we know 
money is slowly diluting the power of the people, but then we get hit with the reality of the power of our activism.  It 
is, was and shall always be, (the good lordette willing) that the people will make the difference.  It was us that win the 
political fights that we do win, whether it is in changing the hearts and minds of our colleagues, our neighbors, our 
families, and the public in general. It is us that hold the line against those who would beat us back, prevent us from 
moving forward in our quest.  So thanks for being one of us!  We need all the activism we can get, and then some.

Activism is also about being informed.  There is so much information out there, and to be informed means being 
able to glean what is useful from that which is not.  It means being committed to staying informed on our issues.  
Activism is telling at least one other person of your beliefs, your dreams, your desire for equality.  Activism, is asking 
one other person to do something to further our project of equality:  Whether it is asking for financial support, for 
showing up at a meeting, or for sharing your story with someone else.  

Activism for me is leadership, showing up, being a model.  Activism for me is not a selfless activity, it sustains 
me.  Without my active involvement in the womyns movement, in the LGBT movement, in all things progressive, 
I imagine I would shrivel up and die! I do not think I over state that.  Activism shoves back the hopelessness I feel 
sometimes by the up-hill battle if we continually fight.   Continually is key!   Activism shows me our strength, our 
resilience, our renewal.  And in that display, I thrive.  

Please join me!  And to you and yours a most happy and prosperous new year.  

Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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JOBS
PEACE

&
JUSTICE

For a New Year.
The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice, 

working for peace and Justice in the Lansing area.   
 Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org

With the possibility of the bill 
going before the Michigan House 
of Representatives for a floor vote, 
Equality Michigan has partnered 
with Howard Dean’s Democracy for 
America to collect signatures on a 
petition opposing the bills. An online 
action to send emails to members of 
the committee which passed the bill 
resulted in over 10,000 emails being 
sent to elected officials.

The ongoing effort by extremists 
serving in the Michigan Legislature 
to turn Michigan into a state which 
values intolerance over compassion 
is alarming and must be stopped. 
Equality Michigan is pleased to have 
our national partner, Democracy for 
America, join us in the effort to stand 
up in opposition to these bills. We are 
committed to making sure the voice 
of people in Michigan is heard, that 
efforts to legalize discrimination will 
not be tolerated. 

(Publisher’s Note - As we have been 
reporting, “LAHR PAC has always 
had a policy and track record to be 
nonpartisan and treat all candidates 
for office equally.  It is important 
to note that the climate in Michigan 
during the past couple years has been 
the most negative in the treatment 
and respect of the LGBT community 
in history.  This has happened 
because one political party controls 
all branches of state government:  
executive, legislative and judicial.”  
Action of this adoption bill should 
come as no surprise.)

Breakfast Club Fun
by Bill Beachler, LAHR Host

The LAHR Breakfast Club will be getting 
together Saturday, January 26th, at 10:00 
a.m. at the Frandor Flap Jack. 

LAHR Board members Cindy Redman 
and her partner Pam also usually attend. 
The Breakfast Club normally meets on the 
fourth Saturday each month.  We do not 
change our location every month, but we 
do sometimes change it.  We always post 
a notice about the Breakfast Club on the 
LAHR List Service.  You may call me or 
email anytime – see below.

The Breakfast Club is an excellent 
opportunity for the LGBT community and 
our families and friends to get together, 
enjoy good food, meet new friends, and 
discuss current issues and events without 
having any responsibilities. 

Everyone is welcome!! 

If you have any questions, please call 
Bill at 337-1419 or email beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net or call Cindy at 643-0956.

Michigan Bullying Tragedy
by Frank Vaca, LAHR Vice President

I didn’t know Josh Pacheco but we were 
truly saddened last month, when this gay 
Michigan teen took his life due to bullying. 
He was bullied both out and in school.  He 
had just come out two months prior to his 
mom.  On November 27th he took his life 
not wanting to bother anybody about being 
bullied. 

Why do the teens in Fenton not know they 
could be capable of great things?  Why 
are little bastards making fun and pointing 
fingers?  It just makes me angry that anyone 
thinks they are not capable of making 
change or ruining life by their actions. 

Here comes the Public Service 
Announcement - we do have resources out 
there!   Two of these resources are the Trevor 
Project for LGBT Youth and Listening Ear 
for anybody who needs them.

Trevor Project: v 1-866-488-7386
Listening Ear of Lansing:  517-337-1717

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Advertise in the LGBT News! 
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Pastor Jody
by Rev. Jody Betten
 
Happy New Year

For me, the transition 
to the new year is a 
welcome opportunity 
to look again at the 

priorities in my life and ask if I’m living the 
way I want to live, so that if someone cares to 
look they will see integrity and authenticity.  

Most recently I reflected on World Aids 
Day and was reminded that my monetary 
donation to help educate people about HIV/
AIDS is only a drop in the bucket.   The 
petition I signed with other faith leaders for 
Groundswell encouraging a vote against 
the anti-homosexuality legislation in 
Uganda touches one country in the third 
world where there is discrimination and I 
am only one signature.  I am grateful to be 
able to support the minority group in my 
former denomination as they seek to make 

All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Post Holidays
 
The Holidays are 
over!  Well, as I am 
writing this, I am in 
the thick of things at 

work.  I am in the midst of the Holiday 
madness.  But, by the time you read 
this, it will all be over and I will be 
elated.

I still enjoy the Holidays.  It’s hard 
to believe I do when you know my 
job.  It does get hard by the last week 
before Christmas.  People become 
very impatient, rude and grouchy.  I 
can understand why.  By the last week, 
people are sick of shopping.  They are 
sick of the long lines and the constant 
waiting in them.  They are tired of 
going from store to store not finding 
what they need.  It begins to affect 
their mood and wellbeing.  Sure, 
there are a few out there that never let 

Room for All of the LGBTQ community.  
I officiate at commitment ceremonies for 
those same sex partners who want to be 
married in spite of the law that says they 
can’t.  But it sometimes seems such an 
insignificant contribution.

My spouse and I went to see Lincoln, 
a powerful movie, not just because of 
the acting and historical portrayal of the 
time but also because of the message of 
the struggle to overcome the oppression 
of one group of people in this country.  
I had to gasp as the vote in the House 
of Representatives was taken and the 
legislation to free slaves passed, gasp with 
relief and also with sadness.  That it should 
ever take a vote to affirm that some people 
are human, that it would take a vote to 
ensure that laws are not prejudicial against 
a certain groups of people, that it requires 
a vote in order that some will be forced to 
treat others as equals, that it takes a vote of 
people with power to give what is inherent 
to a certain group of people is a horrible 
travesty.  I couldn’t help but weep.  

I do not believe that as a heterosexual person 
my approval is required for homosexuals to live 
as my equals.   I am sad that it is the approval 
of the powerful that is required for equality 
to be created in our land and throughout the 
world.  And, I am embarrassed to be part of a 
constituency that believes they have the power 
to give equality that is inherent to being human.  

I received in my email inbox a link to the 
Human Rights Campaign ad advocating for 
same sex marriage with voice over by Morgan 
Freeman (God?!).  I listened again and again, 
inspired, as he said “the wind is at our back but 
our journey has just begun”.  I was delighted 
to consider myself part of the  “our” in his 
statement - “our back”, “our journey”.  

It is a new year.  There will be new 
opportunities for us to align ourselves with the 
truth that people are created equal and to do our 
part to ensure that reality. 

With you on the journey,

Jody

anything bother them and can put a 
smile on their face as someone shoves 
them aside to get to the last whatever 
it was that they needed.  Most people 
however, have a difficult time staying 
happy while the world turns mean 
around them.

But, once it is all over, once the 
Holidays are done, the Christmas signs 
all come down, the Christmas music 
stops playing, and life turns back to 
normal, I can finally de-stress and take 
a deep breath.

Trying to de-stress after the Holidays 
can be stressful in itself.  Different 
people need different methods of doing 
it.  Some people do meditation, others 
do yoga.  Some people need to go out 
into a field and scream (seriously, I’ve 
heard of this).  For me, all I need is 
some quiet time to myself to just do 
nothing.  I can just sit and watch TV 
for the day, I can sit and read a book, 
or even just mess around online for a 
while.  Once I know it’s over, it really 
doesn’t matter what I do.  Just knowing, 
I have time to myself, I’m good.  

It’s actually kind of weird.  Putting up 
all of our Christmas decorations puts 
me in the Holiday spirit. Taking them 
down is rewarding and relaxing.  It’s a 
symbol that I survived another season 
and can enjoy myself for a while.

The point is, there is no magic formula 
to unwind and de-stress after the 
Holidays.  It’s a very personal thing.  
You need to find what’s right for you.  
If you still feel stressed out after the 
Holidays, do some research.  Try a few 
things out.  Do what you like.  Just 
find something that works for you and 
stick with it.  The rest of the winter 
will be easier to deal with.

Tell me what you think.  Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always 
welcome.  Write me at allimsaying@
yahoo.com .
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January Friday Dinner Group 
by Gary Hicks, Host

Sindhu Indian 
Cuisine

Join us for our January 
LGBT dinner at Sindhu 
Indian Cuisine, 4790 S. 
Hagadorn Rd. in East 

Lansing on Friday, January 18, at 6:30 pm.

All members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community, as well as, friends, allies, and 
family members, are welcome to attend.  
So whether you come on your own or 
bring a friend or partner, please join us for 
dinner!

These informal dinners are usually 
held the third Friday of each month at a 
different restaurant in the Lansing area 
and provide an opportunity to socialize 
over a casual meal.

Please RSVP to Gary Hicks at 
garyhickslaw@aol.com  by 3 pm on 
Friday, January 18, if you plan to attend, 
so we know how much seating to request.

LAHR’s Emily Snoek in the News
from GenCen Newsletter

(Publisher’s Note – LAHR President Penny Gardner brought a copy of the GenCen 
Newsletter (from the MSU Center for Gender in Global Context) to the December LAHR 
Board meeting.  Penny frequently informs the Board when LAHR makes the news.  This 
article is about LAHR Board member Emily Snoek.)

Intern Spotlight:  Emily Snoek

Women’s and Gender Studies (WGS) Major Emily Snoek 
completed an internship with the Lansing Association 
for Human Rights (LAHR) in Spring 2012.  Emily also 
studies Spanish and Social Relations & Public Policy.  
She also assists with MSU campus tours and orientation 
programs, volunteers with domestic violence programs, 
and advocates for LGBTQ rights.

Emily will graduate in May 2013.  Of her WGS major 
and her experience interning with LAHR, Emily says, 
“my studies combine sociology, gender studies, and 
political science, and as an activist, this combination 
describes my passion and its relevance to the daily 

struggles of those marginalized by their gender or sexual identity.  I identify as 
a bisexual woman and this identity has brought to light the many inequalities 
both women and persons who identify with a ‘sexual minority’ face daily in our 
nation and the world.

I believe it is my duty to use my time here at MSU to gain 
the knowledge necessary to go out and fight these issues 
head-on.  My dream would be to work in an organization 
that serves LGBT individuals on a political level as well as 
on a personal level, thus increasing personal well-being and 
equality for all.

Through my work with the Lansing Association for Human 
Rights I have learned a bit more about what this means and 
how this combines with the specific issues that women face.  
I try every day to represent myself wholly in the world, 
whether at rehearsal for my a cappella group, working as a 
supervisor at the Starbucks on campus, or discussing sexual 
politics in class.  I believe being yourself and sharing your 
beliefs and passions with those around you is an important 
way to be an activist wherever you are.”

Emily Snoek
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DADT & 
DOMA
by Emily Snoek,  
LAHR Board

I am currently taking a class at MSU 
called Sex & Law, and for my final 
research paper in the class I have chosen 
to dissect and discuss the connection 
between the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell and the Defense of Marriage 
Act.  The following is a section of that 
paper that highlights how the Defense 
of Marriage Act affects those in the 
military. My complete research paper 
uses this connection to explain how 
DADT’s repeal could impact discussion 
of DOMA’s repeal.

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and the 
Defense of Marriage Act are inherently 
connected, and my hypothesis is that the 
repeal of DADT will ultimately affect 
at least the proceedings of repealing 
DOMA.  Military personnel are federal 
employees.  Because the military is part 
of the federal government, same-sex 
partners or spouses of service members 
cannot and do not receive any employer 
benefits.  In the private sector, same-
sex partners and spouses are sometimes 
treated the same as heterosexual spouses 
by their employer, and the only benefits 
they are denied are ones directly tied 
to the recognition of their marriage 
by the federal government.  Because 
the military is part of the government, 
and those who serve are government 
employees, same-sex partners and 
spouses cannot receive any benefits.

A list of benefits offered to married 
straight service members that are not 
available to married or partnered LGBT 
service members was compiled by 
the Service members Legal Defense 
Network (SLDN) and is listed on their 
website.  It includes:  a travel allowance 
for moving dependents/families, familial 
protection provided by the military 
in foreign nations, higher pay due to 
marital status, Primary Next of Kin, 
priority for leave because of spousal 
emergencies at home, morale, welfare, 
and recreation programs traditionally 
created for military families, and such 
services as family advocacy and spouse 
abuse support.  While some of these may 
seem trivial, they are all examples of 
how LGBT service members are treated 
differently than non-LGBT service 
members.

One of the most important consequences 
of same-sex spouses not being 
recognized as family members is their 
inability to serve as Primary Next of 
Kin.  Who is designated as the PNOK 
is determined by the list of family 
members attributed to the individual.  A 
same-sex spouse may not be designated 
as PNOK which means they will not 
be the first to receive notification of 
any details of emergency having to 
do with the individual, and they are 
not allowed to receive some details of 
emergencies.  If the individual is killed 
in action, taken as a prisoner of war, 
or missing in action, the PNOK is first 
notified.  While same-sex partners may 
be listed as a “designated person” to be 
notified in case of emergency, there are 
limits to what they can be told and they 
are not seen as a priority for receiving 
such information. This is directly 

related to the federal government not 
recognizing their relationship and thus 
not acknowledging them as family.

The relationship between LGBT service 
members and their children is also 
extremely complicated.  According 
to the SLDN, dependent children 
of service members receive a great 
number of benefits, including health 
care and housing support.  If a child 
is biologically related to the service 
member, they easily receive all these 
same benefits. They receive health care, 
health insurance, housing, military ID 
cards, they are the Primary Next of 
Kin for “single” service members, and 
their parent receives a higher wage 
and support in order to care for this 
child.  The same holds true for legally 
adopted children, either through single-
parent adoption, joint adoption (where 
allowed), and second-parent adoption 
(where allowed). However, if the child is 
not legally bound to the service member 
except through the relationship they 
have to the child’s other parent, they are 
not considered a dependent in the eyes 
of the military and do not have access to 
any of these benefits or resources.

The repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell has highlighted these issues 
of discrimination against persons 
because of their sexual orientation. 
I believe this alone will affect how 
DOMA’s constitutionality is viewed.  
In addition, the military has been an 
instigator for some modes of social 
change, like racial integration.  It is 
my personal belief that this connection 
will enter the conversation about 
repealing DOMA and ultimately speed 
up this process.
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Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison 
Officer

A new year is upon 
us.  A lot of changes 
have occurred in the 
past year, and yet 
so much remains 
status quo.  Can one 
person really make a 

difference?  I believe they can!  I will continue 
to do my part!

Will you?

I expect a very fast paced new year with a lot 
of changes coming our way.  Hopefully, many 
of them positive changes. Time will tell! 

Be safe, and stand up for positive change! 

Will you?

I believe there will be a lot more change, 
hopefully.

Detective Michelle Bryant 
Lansing Police Department 
517-483-4817

Out at Work
by Frank Vaca,
LAHR Vice President

New Year’s 
Resolutions

Happy New Year!  At 
a wonderful Lansing 

Area Aids Network World Aids Day 
event, I had the privilege of hearing a 
chilling story about a guy in design who 
kept his HIV medication locked up in 
his desk. The cleaning lady also kept her 
playing cards in the same drawer. She 
broke in and blabbered to all his fellow 
coworkers about his status.  His boss 
called him in and wanted to bust his brains 
in for working there.  What a learning 
experience being part of the small group.  
I have to admit my ignorance is bliss is 
what continues the stigma. 

While taking a career planning course 
I have found myself relating to helper, 
persuader, and surprise organizer.  I also 
have become aware of the large chip on 
my shoulder?  The one that goes I am 
someone hear me roar. Which kind of 
gets drown out, when you take a reality 
break and when you start to think you 
are different for liking the same sex.  
For me it’s that voice that you must be 
punished, silenced, or pointed back to 
the line. 

Since the doors at the capitol were 
locked, Right to Work passed hurting 
unions. You especially will find it hard 
getting employees and employers to 
play by the nondiscrimination policies. 
It sucks not having someone elected 
fighting for all.  What struggles does 
your boss give you to hide in your 
closet?  Are you keeping score for the 
next time so you  know how to escape 
your captors? 

Even Santa Claus had to learn to deal 
with diversity when it came to a red 
nose reindeer and elves - there’s got to 
be one of us. I agree with having toys 
like easy bake oven be unisex. How 
are you supposed to get the tools for 
tomorrow when your talents might be 
suppressed?

When you fail yourself and others fail 
you, you are really in trouble. I was 
watching Good Luck Charlie with the 
nieces where a chicken delivery boy was 
asked to go beyond his job description. 
That’s pretty much where we are?  Do 
more, expect more, and don’t beep it up. 
Keep the Drama for your mama.

So ask yourself this year how out are 
you going to be?  How scared are you 
of letting your heart be touched?  What 
kind of prospects are Out there to help 
you?  Let me know what’s going at 
Vacaafrank@gmail.com .

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwoodposterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

7January 2013



Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Marriage Equality 
& the Supreme 
Court

The Supreme Court 
Justices just added to their plate two more 
hot-button issues:  same-sex marriage and 
the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA).  
The Court accepted both the Windsor case 
(DOMA) which I discussed last month 
and the Prop 8 marriage equality case, 
Hollingsworth v. Perry.

The Windsor petition asks the Court to 
review the constitutionality of Section 3 
of the federal Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA) which defines marriage as the 
legal union of one man and one woman 
for federal and inter-state recognition 
purposes. 

The Windsor case is not about whether 
there is a constitutional right to same-sex 
marriage; it’s about whether or not gays 
and lesbians who are already validly 
married are entitled to the 1100 federal 
benefits that married heterosexuals get.  

(Continued on page 11)

DOMA also has tremendous implications 
for gays and lesbians in military, 
immigration, bankruptcy and adoption 
cases where additional issues arise.

The Obama administration initially 
defended DOMA.   Then, last February 
the Justice Department refused to defend 
DOMA any longer.  Instead, that role fell 
to the Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group 
(BLAG) of the House of Representatives, 
a group controlled by the Republicans.    

In Perry, the Prop 8 proponents asked 
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeal to review 
a challenge to the constitutionality of 
the proposition which amended the 
constitution to prohibit same-sex marriage 
in California.  The Court decided that 
since Prop 8 took away a right to same-
sex marriage that had previously existed 
in California as a result of a decision by 
the California Supreme Court, it was not 
necessary to decide the constitutionality of 
the gay-marriage issue.  

The 9th Circuit held that Prop 8 took away 
this right because its supporters were 
hostile to gays and lesbians, precisely 
the kind of conduct the Supreme Court 
prohibited in Romer v. Evans, a 1996 
decision written by Justice Kennedy.  In 
Romer, Justice Kennedy wrote that an 

amendment to the Colorado constitution 
which prohibited the state and local 
governments from adopting laws or 
policies to protect gays and lesbians 
from discrimination violated the federal 
Constitution.

One last thought concerning the Court’s 
decision to consider the same-sex 
marriage petitions at this time:  what will 
be the effect of the election-day spate of 
victories for same-sex marriage advocates 
in Maryland, Maine, and Washington and 
a recent poll which showed that 73% of 
18-29 year-olds supported gay marriage?

Finally, in the 2003 Lawrence case which 
overturned the sodomy laws (authored 
by Justice Kennedy), very conservative 
Justice Scalia wrote that if the court was 
not prepared to validate laws based on 
moral choices, then state laws against 
bigamy, same-sex marriage, prostitution, 
and bestiality would not prove sustainable.

It’s hard to see how the Supreme Court 
can deny marriage equality to the gays 
and lesbians in the United States any 
longer.  For a short period of time in 1972, 
East Lansing was the only municipality 
in the world which provided civil rights 
protections to gays and lesbians.  Now, 
look where we are!!

7 Steps to Home 
Ownership
(Publisher’s Note – This is another 
article I received about LGBT 
Real Estate.  Although the articles 
promote Gay Real Estate, Inc., they 
have provided useful LGBT Housing 
information.  As I commented in the 
past – I recommend you support a 
realtor who supports you and who has 
extensive experience in the Lansing 
area  -  Jim Noble at 333-2520  - see 
his LAHR ad!!!)

Does home ownership seem like a goal 
that is out of reach for you?  

If there ever was a time to buy a home, 
it would be now! Historic low interest 
rates, home prices rising across the 
country, and prices expected to increase 
in some markets up to 10% annually for 
the next few years.

You might be surprised at how little you 
have to do to actually put yourself in a 
position where you are able to purchase 
a home. For many people it is a process 
that involves taking seven practical action 
steps to put themselves in a position where 
this is possible.

• Get your finances in order. Make 
sure you know what your credit 
report says about you and clear up 
any errors or debts & ensure you 
have the proper down payment 
(3.5% for an FHA loan).

• Familiarize yourself with the basics 
of getting mortgage.  Decide on 
which local lender might be best 
for you before you start looking for 
a property to buy. A referral to a 
mortgage broker from your realtor is 
usually the best bet.

• Get pre-approved for a mortgage. 
Meet with your lender and get 
a letter of pre-approval for a 
mortgage. Your realtor will attach a 

copy of this letter to any offer you 
make on a house to improve your 
chances of getting the home you 
want.

• Find a top LGBT real estate agent. 
This means doing your homework 
at free sites like GayRealEstate.com 
to review the profiles of the top gay 
realtors in the area where you want 
to move are. Buyer representation 
is free ~ ensure you are being 
represented!

• Actually start doing drive-bys of 
properties you’re interested in. The 
gay realtor you hire has automated 
systems that send you the new 
listings that meet your criteria daily.

• Choose a property. When you find 
the house or condo that you like, 
ensure it has the minimum features 
you desire/require. At this point 
your agent will work the numbers, 
determine the actual value, and have 
a recommendation on what price to 
offer.
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(Continued from page 1)
Pride Scholarship
There were goals that guided the 
development of the scholarship.  It was 
important that money donated would be 
well managed.  It was important that once 
established, the fund would function as 
intended in perpetuity.  It was important 
that the LGBT community would have 
a contractual role regarding publicity, 
procedures, selection and the amount of 
award in conjunction with the University.

Fortunately, a past LAHR President 
and an employee of the University 
offered to work on the development of 
the scholarship as part of his job and 
with University support.  John Huebler 
negotiated the agreement with the 
University administration, the Office 
of Financial Aid, Admissions, and the 
Office of Investments, Financial Projects 
and Intellectual Property Development.  
These negotiations took place over 
approximately a two year period of time.

In addition, John was a member 
of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
and Transgendered Faculty Staff 
Association (GLFSA) and worked 
with the Association’s President at the 
time, Val Meyers, to help define the 
LGBT community’s contractual role.  
GLFSA agreed to be the partner with 
the University to assure that the goals 
of the scholarship’s development were 
achieved. 

On January 14, 2000, The Pride Endowed 
Scholarship Fund agreement was signed 
by the six parties involved, including 
Lou Anna K. Simons, current University 
President, who was the Provost at that 
time.  This university administered LGBT 
scholarship was unique and was a major 
newsworthy event covered by all the 
media throughout the state.

Since its establishment, the Pride 
Scholarship has had many contributors 
and to date there have been 14 students 
who have received scholarships from the 
Fund.  A couple of years, the selection 
committee decided to split the amount and 
awarded two scholarships.  The amount of 
the scholarship has grown from the $500 
original amount to the current $5,000 

amount.  As contributions continue, the 
amount of the scholarship will continue 
to grow.  Several people have already 
included the scholarship in their estate 
plans, which will enable the Scholarship 
to achieve its long term goal of being the 
biggest and the best LGBT university 
administered scholarship fund in the 
country.  

It is important to understand that this 
was a difficult accomplishment.  One of 
the difficult subjects that required a lot 
of negotiation was the selection of the 
scholarship recipient.  As stated, one of 
the goals was to have LGBT participation; 
however, the University had a policy that, 
“the final selection of recipient(s) shall 
be according to the Office of Financial 
Aid’s procedures for selecting scholarship 
recipients.”  The University wanted the 
ultimate responsibility for awarding the 
scholarship to reside with a university 
support unit. 

The final agreement provided for GLFSA to 
submit their first, second and third choices 
to the Office.  If none of the three candidates 
were eligible students, the selection process 
would start over again.  GLFSA’s selection 
committee has been fortunate enough to 
work closely with other university units, 
including the Office of Financial Aid and the 
Office of LGBT Concerns to find candidates.  
So, over the past 12 years, the candidate 
recommended by GLFSA has been able to 
receive the award. 

As stated in the beginning, the Pride 
Scholarship Fund was established to 
enable any donor to the University to 
easily designate funds to benefit LGBT 
students and to be assured the funds will 
be used as the donor intended.   It should 
now be understandable that most donors 
would not want to go through the effort to 
“reinvent the wheel” to create their own 
personal endowment, although people do.  
The Pride Endowment Agreement is a 4 
page document full of technical details 
that was written by a professional who 
believed in what he was doing.

The Pride Scholarship belongs to the LGBT 
community.  GLFSA has the lead role to assure 
that the scholarship and the funds donated to 
support it are used as intended.  Over the past 
12 years GLFSA has done an outstanding 
job.  If you want or need confirmation as to 
the importance, value, and administration of 
the Pride Scholarship, ask Jon Hoadley the 
next time you see him.  Jon was the second 
recipient of the scholarship.  He came to MSU 
as a freshman from South Dakota.  He was an 
outstanding student, who contributed greatly 
to the LGBT community during his time on 
campus.  Since graduation he has had a very 
successful professional career, including the 
position of Executive Director of the national 
Stonewall Democrats in Washington, D.C. 
during President Obama’s first campaign.  Jon 
currently is an expert political consultant living 
in Kalamazoo and visits Lansing and MSU 
frequently.

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)
Pride Scholarship

You have the opportunity to help make the 
MSU Pride Scholarship the biggest and 
the best LGBT university administered 
scholarship in the country.  If you 
graduated from MSU, you have the 
opportunity to give something back that 
you can be proud of.  If you are faculty or 
staff at MSU, you have the opportunity to 
do something worthwhile that will forever 
make the university a better place to work.  
If you are a friend of MSU and believe 
in the importance of education, making 
a donation to the university and to the 
Pride Scholarship will help enable a future 
LGBT student to attend a great university.

The University Development Office would 
appreciate hearing from you to help you 
with making a donation or help you plan 
for your estate.  Please call Deanna Gast at 
517-884-1071 or email gastd@msu.edu .  
To learn more about the Pride Scholarship, 
you may visit this link - http://lbgtrc.msu.
edu/scholarships 

Michigan Majority Now 
Support Gay Marriage
by Jonathan Oosting 

It has only been eight years since Michigan 
voters approved an amendment to the state 
constitution defining marriage as between 
one man and one woman.  A majority 
of Michigan residents now support gay 
marriage, according to the results of a recent 
survey by Michigan State University.

The State of the State Survey, which included 
telephone interviews with 1,015 Michigan 
adults between June and August of this year, 
found 56 percent of respondents saying they 
support gay marriage, while only 39 percent 
said they were opposed.  Dr. Charles Ballard, 
an MSU economics professor and director of 
the survey, called the growing support level 
for gay marriage “quite remarkable in view of 
where it was only a few years ago.”

Two years ago, the statewide survey 
revealed that a small majority of 
respondents -- 51 percent to 48 percent 
-- were opposed to gay marriage, which 

would allow same-sex couples to enjoy the 
benefits of traditional unions, including 
hospital visitation rights, joint tax returns 
and joint adoption.  Critics, often citing 
religious or moral concerns, say gay 
marriage could weaken the institution.

While overall support is trending upward, 
Ballard noted that those opposed to gay 
marriage tended to have stronger views on 
the subject, and the survey revealed that 
there remain substantial differences among 
demographic groups.

College education: Sixty-three percent 
of respondents with at least some college 
education said they support gay marriage, 
compared to only 26 percent of those who 
had never been to college

Income: Roughly 71 percent of those with 
household incomes over $100,000 favored 
gay marriage, compared to only 26 percent 
of those with household incomes below 
$20,000

Race: Approximately 57 percent of white 
respondents favored gay marriage, while 
only 30 percent of black respondents did

(Continued on page 14)
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an employee based on the person’s 
sexual orientation or gender identity -- 
currently such protections exist in 21 
states and DC for sexual orientation, 
and 12 states and DC for gender 
identity.  (Note – Michigan is one of 
the worst states in the country.)

Hopefully, this bill will be introduced 
again in the new Congress and 
hopefully this time it will be enacted.  
Several employers in the private sector 
have already stepped up to protect 
their employees against discrimination. 
Among the Fortune 500 companies, 
87 percent have sexual orientation in 
their non-discrimination policy, and 
46 percent include gender identity.  
Furthermore, 85 major employers have 
signed their names to the Business 
Coalition for Workplace Fairness in 
support of a federal ENDA.

(Continued from page 8)
Home Ownership

The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

A New Congress
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

A new Congress and all new 
legislation will begin in January.  As 
reported last month, this new Congress 
will be more LGBT friendly.  There 
will be a total of 7 openly LGBT 
people serving in the new House 
and Senate.  The Senate will have a 
larger Democratic majority and the 
House will have a smaller Republican 
majority.  The big question is – what 
new LGBT related bills will be 
introduced?

In the last session of Congress 
there was a bipartisan, inclusive 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act 
(ENDA) bill which was not enacted 
unfortunately.   That bill would 
have created federal protections 
against workplace discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity. ENDA would have 
addressed discrimination in the 
workplace by making it illegal to fire, 
refuse to hire or refuse to promote 

•  Have your agent prepare a written 
offer; attach your mortgage pre-
approval to it, write an earnest money 
check (this is a deposit that ensures 
the seller you are a serious buyer). 
Your agent will submit this offer to 
the seller’s agent, with a deadline for a 
response, which could be acceptance, a 
counter, or a rejection.

Once your contract is accepted you’ll have 
dates and deadline to meet; inspection of the 
property, appraisal of the property, formal loan 
approval, walk-through of the property prior to 
closing, etc. The professional gay realtor that 
is representing you in your purchase will guide 
you every step of the way.

Homeownership is an exciting time in life; 
historically it’s been the best long term 
investment in history. The benefits not only 
include huge tax savings, but a place to call 
your own… finally, king (or queen) of your 
own domain.

Author Jeff Hammerberg is the Founding CEO 
of www.GayRealEstate.com . 

Jan 21st
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“First Do Harm”
The Michigan House of 
Representatives voted to approve  
House Bill 5040, the dangerous “first 
do harm” counseling bill which would 
grant counseling students the ability 
to refuse patients service based on any 
strongly held religious belief. This 
bill sends the message that medical 
decisions can be based on religious 
and personal beliefs and not on what’s 
in the best interest of the patient. 

House Bill 5040 threatens clients 
seeking counseling with rejection 
based on their race, relationship 
status, and faith, or, yes, because of 
their sexual orientation. The “First 
Do Harm” bill also threatens the 
accreditation of Michigan universities’ 
counseling programs disabling 
Michigan graduates in their search 
to find employment and guarantees 
that Michigan will not be a top choice 
for the nation’s best and brightest 
prospective counseling students.

Equality Michigan Policy Director 
Emily Dievendorf issued the following 
statement:

“Today, taxpayer money was wasted 
on an irrelevant, unnecessary and 
destructive piece of legislation. 
Legislators, advocates and 
community members were not 
called to committee today to find 
the best way to protect the United 
States Constitution, as suggested 
by Republican supporters. The 
United States Constitution is our 
nation’s most resilient document 
and language to protect it never 
needs to be written into legislation. 
Rep. Haveman’s legislation was 
drafted to create a gap in law 
large enough to entitle our state’s 
counseling, social work, and 
psychology students to the power 
to DO harm. We expect other 
health and wellness providers to 
abandon this power because of 
their responsibility for our most 
vulnerable.”

“To turn away a client in their 
time of need, based on personal 
bias, does potentially irreversible 
damage to the client’s self-
worth, stability and trust in future 
counselors. Ultimately, it harms 

their ability to address their 
personal challenges and heal. 
This bill threatens clients seeking 
counseling with rejection based on 
their race, relationship status and 
faith, among countless other weak 
justifications. The strength of one’s 
convictions is not justification in 
and of itself for service refusal and 
is a despicable excuse for damaging 
another human being.”
“Equality Michigan asked the 
Michigan House of Representatives 
not to embarrass our state, again, 
by entertaining the kind of out-of-
touch legislation that was brought 
to us by Senate Republicans 
through the ‘license to bully’ earlier 
this year. Will the Michigan House 
be to blame for the bill to ‘First Do 
Harm?’”

Equality Michigan works to achieve 
full equality and respect for all people 
in the state of Michigan regardless 
of sexual orientation, gender identity 
or gender expression. For more 
information, visit www.equalitymi.org.

2013
Happy New Year!
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For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

LAHR News
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

LAHR ended the year with a very successful Board Meeting 
held at Everybody Reads.  Thanks to recently elected new Board 
members, meeting attendance has significantly increased and a 
total of 12 Board members were at the meeting.

Another new Board Member was elected at the meeting.  Phil 
Parmelee became the 15th member of the Board, leaving just one 
vacant position.  Phil advertised  his church, the Covenant Life Worship 
Center in Haslett, in the newsletter this past summer.  Check out the 
church’s ad in the May issue of the newsletter on page 3 and an article 
on page 9 at LAHR’s excellent web site at www.lahronline.org .  Also, 
learn more about Phil in an article in the July newsletter on page 11.

Joe Marutiak, LAHR’s Treasurer, distributed a draft 2013 Budget, which 
was discussed.  The Board voted to support two fundraising activities to 
help with a projected budget deficit.  One will be a special dinner event 
early in the year and the other will involve LAHR’s President attending 
LAHR’s  breakfast, lunch and dinner social gatherings to distribute a 
flyer encouraging those who attend these gatherings to support LAHR.

There was also discussion about the negative climate in the Michigan 
Legislature, especially their negative treatment and lack of respect of 
the LGBT community.  As we have reported many times, this negative 
climate is the result of one political party controlling all three branches 
of state government;   executive, legislative and judicial.
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Leonardo da Vinci – history’s most influential gay

Facebook co-founder Chris Hughes one of the youngest power gays

from Mate Magazine, Amsterdam

Leonardo da Vinci is the most influential 
gay in history. The 15th century Italian 
superbeing has come out on top in the 
power gay 500 list. This list of gays who 
have had the greatest impact on society 
was compiled by Mate magazine. One 
of the youngest power gays featured is 
Chris Hughes, co-founder of Facebook.

Da Vinci heads the list due to his 
contribution to a wide variety of 
disciplines, which resulted in the Italian 
entering into the history books as a 
‘homo universalis’ and ‘genius’. Da 
Vinci (1452 - 1519) was an architect, 
engineer, philosopher, physicist, 
chemist, anatomist, sculptor, composer, 
and, lest we forget, inventor. As far back 
as the 15th century, da Vinci had drawn 
blueprints for making helicopter and 
submarine-type objects.

The list is made up of famous and lesser-
known artists, businessmen, presenters, 
designers, activists, writers, politicians 
and sports personalities who are known 
to be gay. Besides da Vinci, the top ten 
includes Socrates (philosopher), Alexander 
the Great (ruler), Stephen Fry (actor 
and author), Oscar Wilde (writer and 
poet), Harvey Milk (gay activist), Peter 
Tchaikovsky (composer), Julius Caesar 
(statesman), William Shakespeare (writer) 
and Andy Warhol (artist).

“Gays have been and continue to be 
major contributors to all facets of 
society,” says Edwin Reinerie, Editor-
in-Chief of Mate and deviser of the 
list. “These are men who have made 
a significant difference; either within 

their own environment, or on a global 
scale. The list of 500 Power Gays 
shows that although we are a minority, 
we have managed to achieve a great 
deal together. These men remind us of 
the fact that not every hero’s a hetero. 
I hope that the power gays will be a 
source of inspiration to young people 
who have discovered that they’re 
‘different’, as they too can make a real 
difference in any field – as a designer, 
entrepreneur, activist or inventor.”

The highest-ranking power gay alive today 
is the Brit Stephen Fry (1957), followed 
by Human Rights Watch Director Boris 
Dittrich (16) and fashion designer Giorgio 
Armani (17). One of the youngest names 
featured on the list is Chris Hughes, the 
co-founder of Facebook, who went on 
to co-ordinate the social network aspect 
of Barack Obama’s successful online 
campaign. A short while after Facebook 
announced it would add same-sex 
marriage icons to its site, Hughes married 
his partner Sean Eldridge. Hughes is 
currently Editor-in-Chief of The New 
Republic Magazine (TNR).

Initially, readers were asked to provide 
their preferred contenders for the list. An 
international jury then ranked the names 
on a shortlist from 1 to 500. The jury 
consisted of Frederik van den Bosch 
(CEO of Gay.eu), Eric Butter (CEO of 
Mr. Gay World), Justin Ocean (travel 
and cultural journalist), Marc Putman 
(CEO of OUT TV), Tris Reid-Smith (co-
founder of Gay Star News) and Edwin 
Reinerie (Editor-in-Chief of Mate). 
Mate is the world’s premier gay lifestyle 
magazine both in newsstands and on 
iPad and tablets.

Religion: Fifty-eight percent of self-
identified Catholics said they support 
gay marriage, compared to 48 percent 
of Protestants. Meanwhile, 78 percent 
of those without religious affiliation 
offered support.

The results of the Michigan survey 
mirror national trends showing a 
general shift toward support for 
gay marriage. Polls conducted this 
year by the Gallup Organization and 
Pew Research Center found national 
support levels at 50 and 48 percent, 
respectively, compared to only 27 
percent in 1996.

Voters in three states -- Maine, 
Maryland and Washington -- this 
month approved ballot initiatives 
allowing gay couples to marry. They 
joined six other states, along with 
Washington D.C., which recognize 
gay marriage as a result of legislative 
or court decisions.

Michigan is one of 31 states to have 
adopted a constitutional amendment 
banning gay marriage. Voters 
approved the amendment in 2004, 
with 59 percent backing the statewide 
ballot proposal.

“I believe that if the attitudes that 
we’re seeing hold up, and especially 
if there continues to be more 
movement, it will eventually be 
pretty difficult to keep that issue from 
coming up for another vote,” Ballard 
said. “I certainly don’t expect it to 
happen right away.”

Jonathan Oosting is a reporter for 
MLive Media Group’s statewide news 
team. Email him at  
joosting@mlive.com.

(Continued from page 10)
Gay Marriage
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every Monday 

at 6pm in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 North 
Washington Square - contact Frank Vaca lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com or 
Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.edu for more information

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 
East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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