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Entertaining Women’s /  
Men’s Holiday Concerts 
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus, and 
the LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus both 

performed Holiday concerts this year and both were a success.  
Sistrum performed at the Central United Methodist Church and 
the Men’s Chorus performed at the First Presbyterian Church.

Sistrum performed empowering and inspiring music in the “Bright and Gay Cabaret.” This was a diverse musical program, with 
classic holiday repertoire, songs sung in Spanish and Hebrew, and a raise-the-roof Gospel tune.  Sistrum also presented a performance 
of the new choral work, “Heaven Unfolding”, composed by local Andrea Ramsey. The concert included small ensemble performances 
and an audience sing-along.  This year’s unique setting was in a cabaret format, with seating at tables and festive refreshments served 
during intermission.  All those who attended had many positive things to say about this year’s concert.

MBLGTACC is 
Coming, Are 
You Ready?
by Kate Miller, MSU 
Coordinator & LAHR 
Board

It’s almost here. That’s right, the largest 
LGBTQA college conference in the 
country is in Lansing on February 
8th-10th.  Be ready to have thousands 
of LGBTQA students, faculty, and 
staff flooding your businesses and 
restaurants! Are you excited to see 
Lansing turn into the country’s place to 
be for LGBTQA college students?  The 
conference planners certainly are and 
we’ve spent two years getting ready for 
this huge event.

The conference began in 1993 at Iowa 
State University and now, 22 years 
later, it being planned by three current 
students and two alumni from Michigan 
State University along with committee 
members and assistants. The conference 
organizers are proud to announce that 
they plan on breaking the current record 
of 1700 conference attendees this year.

Scholarship 
Money 
available for 
Students who 
are LGBT at LCC

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

The Lansing Community College offers 
a wonderful scholarship for students 
who are Lesbian women, Gay men, 
Bisexual and Transgender women and 
men.   It mostly goes unused.   LAHR was 
contacted by the administrator of the estate 
of Betsey Lou Robson, the donor of the 
Scholarship, for assistance in promoting it 
and seeing if we might generate interest. 

Why, when we know members of our 
communities attending LCC, or entering 
LCC, or wanting to enroll, who would 
welcome this financial assistance, isn’t 
it being used?  In discussions with 
representatives of the LCC foundation, 
this is what we thought might be factors.

First, LCC students, most all from Lansing 
or its immediate surroundings, are closer 

Health Care 
Progress 
for State 
Employees, 
for now 

by Joe Marutiak, LAHR Treasurer

Many private employers offer health 
insurance to the partners of their LGBT 
employees. This causes no controversy.  
Public employees are another matter.  
For years there was a small but growing 
list of cities and other public employers 
who offered insurance to domestic 
partners.  This ended when the courts 
ruled that the constitutional amendment 
outlawing LGBT marriage in Michigan 
also outlawed public sector domestic 
partner benefits (even though prior to 
the election, the people pushing the 
marriage ban swore that it would not 
have this impact).

To get around this court imposed 
limitation on helping their employees, 
some public sector employers began 
offering health care to Other Eligible 

LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus performs at its annual Holiday concert 
at the First Presbyterian Church.
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Extracted from the Jan 3 Issue of Between the Lines

Dear Reader, 

“The question posed to me by Between the Lines was what is near and dear to my activism in the Lesbian women, 
gay men, transgender and bisexual women and men’s movement?  Timing frames my answer.   As a younger 
feminist, my focus was inclusion of Lesbians in the women’s movement; on reproductive freedom for all women; and 
on electing women to office.  

At age fifty-three I came out and moved to Lansing to attend Michigan State University to become more intellectual in my social justice 
activism.  Today as a seventy-one year old womyn, a lesbian and still a diehard feminist, I advocate for our communities of LGBT people, 
who are old; I advocate that their lives be brought to light within our care- giving, policy making, and governmental institutions.  That we as 
old LGBT women and men be protected, honored, and treated with compassion and care throughout our lifetimes, including the end of life. 
That those of us who are isolated, alone,  and living in fear, be sought out, included, and be offered genuinely  the care they need and are 
afraid to seek out.  

I fight for those of us who are not so fearful and seek assisted living, rehabilitative care for our loved ones or for our selves, to not be faced 
with forms to be filled out, which  ask us if we are married, divorced, single, widowed, etc. all only pertinent to heterosexual people.  That 
we, who are LGBT be spared pictures of happy opposite sex couples in golf carts posted on the walls, printed in brochures, and repeated 
and repeated endlessly where ever!  I read it as code for “don’t darken our doors if you are other than heterosexual, rich, white, and happy!”  

In informal, close to formal information sessions I have offered and provided to various Area Agencies on Aging and other old people 
service agencies, I start with what seems the easiest.  Change forms, remove the dratted pictures, provide diversity welcoming clues, 
touching on the tried and true methods followed by other minority populations who have fought for and begun receiving equitable 
conditions.  I do not take lightly though the seemingly shallowness of a form, a picture, language, welcoming practices though, and do not 
do so here.  It is only but a start.  

My lifelong passion is for my active and informed involvement in the fight for a society free from discrimination, dedicated to equal rights 
under the law for all peoples in our country, and the power being in the hands of the people.  Activism sustains me.  It enrages me.  It fulfils 
me. It costs me.  It feeds me.  It keeps me alive and provides me with strength and value.   Engaged citizenship is another word for activism.  
And at the risk of being banal, it is in engaged citizenship, activism, from which I have been afforded more opportunities of value to me 
personally, professionally, publically,  then any costs that I might have incurred, be it monetary, time, personal sacrifice, etc.”

As a LAHR member, as a reader of this newsletter, we thank you for your interest in our dedication and the work we do.  We invite you, 
whether for or with LAHR or some other project, if you are active, see if there is more that you can do.  See if there are skills you want to 
enhance, and just do it!

See you at the Midwest LGBTA College Conference in February at the Lansing Center.  Volunteering by the way is an action!  

Sincerely, Penny 

PS, Thanks to the BTL for keeping our state informed of the happenings in our communities.   P

Letter from the Prez
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MBLGTACCScholarships
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Through 97 workshops, 4 plenary 
speakers, an Exhibit and Career Fair, and 
so much more, the conference promises an 
inclusive and educational event to provide 
LGBTQA college affiliates the opportunity 
to learn and grow. With support from great 
organizations like LAHR, the conference 
will succeed without question. The only 
question is, are you ready to see Lansing 
become LGBTQA central for a weekend?

to home and might sense that accepting 
a scholarship for LGBT students will out 
them on campus, and that knowledge will 
have repercussions at home.  They are 
fearful of that risk 

The LCC Foundation assures us names 
of recipients of any scholarship are never 
made public without a signed statement 
of approval by the person receiving the 
scholarship.    

Second, although a few have applied and 
were eligible, some were also eligible for 
a slightly better scholarship, and accepted 
that one instead.  Further, the criteria set 
for those applying may be somewhat 
limiting of those eligible to apply. The 
criteria include self-identifying as LGBT; 
being a full time student up to twenty-five 
years old; having a record of advocacy for 
people who are LGBT; and are from the 
five county LCC region. I am not clear 
whether allies are eligible to apply.  More 
information will be sought.
   
 The generous scholarship offers $500.00 
the first semester and is increased each 

contiguous semester for four semesters. So 
how might LCC, and LAHR help promote 
those of our community who are eligible 
to apply?  Questions asked are, how safe 
is it to be out at LCC?  The Gay Straight 
Alliance (GSA) at LCC is variously strong 
and less strong as students, advisors and 
others come and go.  

Frank Vaca, who has been a mainstay of 
the LCC GSA suggests that the school 
be more financially supportive of the 
Alliance:  Perhaps offering them an 
office, some funding, and certainly more 
publicity.  Further he thinks finding the 
scholarship on the foundation website may 
be a bit confusing.  Check it out on the 
LCC Foundation Website and see if you 
agree. 

At any rate, a caring woman has left 
money in support of our community’s 
young students.  It is important that the 
money is distributed to those eligible and 
interested in succeeding.  It behooves us 
as members of LAHR and readers of this 
newsletter to see that it does what Betsey 
Lou Robson envisioned.

Please, if you have ideas, want to help 
promote, encourage, inform, contact The 

LCC Foundation, 
or contact me,  
marydrpenny@
yahoo.com.  Let’s 
make this happen.  
  
For more 
information or to 
help please contact 
Peggy Hellwig, 
Scholarship Program 
Coordinator,  
483 1989, LCC 
Foundation, 
hellwigm@lcc.edu.  
Betsey Lou Robson 
Scholarship

Marriage Equality 
Increasing
from HRC

Take a look at how the percentage of the 
country with marriage equality has grown 
– and how big it could be if we win in the 
five states set to debate marriage equality 
in the next few months:

 
At the same time as these five states 
(Delaware, Hawaii. Illinois, Minnesota, 
and Rhode Island) debate marriage, the 
Supreme Court is preparing to decide 
whether to allow all Americans the 
fundamental right to marry. If they do, the 
entire country would be covered.

3February 2013



All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Gun Control

Ok, now here is a very 
touchy subject that I 
am really torn on.  I 
know this has been 

in the news a lot lately.  Most people are 
very much one sided on this issue. They 
are either for or against.  I’m guessing the 
crowd here that I write for is more FOR 
gun control rather than against.  I kind of 
wobble in the middle and believe a little 
from both sides needs to happen.

I truly believe that it is every American’s 
right to own guns.   Where I tend to 
stumble is trying to interpret what our 
Founding Fathers meant by it.  We all 
know that back in the day, they had mostly 
muzzle loaders that could shoot one 
person a minute (if they were a good shot). 
We all know they could not have possibly 
predicted that guns would be developed 
that could shoot one person a second.

You hear all the time about these 
“mass shootings.”  Many people 
are under the belief that we are the 
only country that this happens in. 
That is false. It does happen all over 
the world. The unfortunate thing is 
that more of them happen here.  I 
came across an article online listing 
the most fatal mass shootings in 
the world since 1966.  Of the 16 
listed, only five occurred outside of 
the United States. What that means 
is that almost 70% of the world’s 
most deadly shootings since 1966 
happened in the United States.  There 
are almost 200 countries in the world 
and almost 70% of all deadly mass 
shootings happen here?  What does 
that say about us as a country or as a 
people?

The United States also has the highest 
number of deaths by guns on a yearly 
basis. Now, this doesn’t mean that 
we have the highest gun death rate, 
however. If you look at deaths per 
population, say per 100,000 people, 
we rank somewhere around 10th in the 
world (depending on where you look).

I guess I just try to keep it in 
perspective. Gun rights people will tell 
you that everyone just needs to be more 
responsible and educate their children 
about the dangers of guns and how to 
use them properly. The gun control 
people will tell you that we just need 
to get the guns out of people’s hands.  
I fall in the middle.  I believe that 
people should be allowed to own guns 
for hunting and self-defense.  I don’t 
believe people should have access to 
automatic weapons and huge piles of 
ammunition.  I also don’t believe saying 
a blanket statement like, “people need 
to be more responsible” really works.  
How do you propose they do that?  What 
systems should be put into place to 
ensure it happens?  Do you propose jail 
time for parents whose children commit 
mass murder since they obviously 
didn’t teach them responsibility?  Until 
society becomes more responsible, I 
think LAWS should be put into place to 
protect the innocent.

Tell me what you think.  Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome. 
Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com .
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Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

2012 Year-in-
Review

After a year of amazing 
progress we’re closer 
than ever to full federal 

marriage equality. Here is a year-in-review 
to catch up with the progress we made in 
2012.

January: The year started off with new 
civil union laws in Delaware and Hawaii. 
Washington’s Governor Gregoire and 
Maryland’s Governor O’Malley introduce 
marriage legislation.

February: The Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals rules that Prop 8 is 
unconstitutional.  Days later, another 
federal court rules against the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA). In New Jersey, 
the legislature passes a marriage equality 
bill, but it’s vetoed by Governor Christie.  
Washington’s marriage bill is signed into 
law by the Governor, but first it must 
undergo a vote by the people.

March:  The Governor of Maryland signs a 
marriage bill into law — but it too must 
face a referendum.  

April:  A new federal lawsuit is filed against 
Nevada’s marriage ban.  A legislative 

committee in Colorado passes a civil 
union bill.

May: President Obama endorses the 
freedom to marry — the first sitting 
president to do so. DOMA is ruled 
unconstitutional by a federal district court 
in California -- and then again by the First 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

June: Suit is filed to win marriage equality 
in Illinois. Another federal district 
court in New York rules that DOMA is 
unconstitutional. 

July:  The Democratic National Committee 
hints that it may include marriage equality 
in the official party platform. Los Angeles 
Mayor Villaraigosa (a former student of 
mine) organized the “Mayors for Marriage 
Equality” group.  At last count, the group 
had close to 200 Mayors signed on.  

August:  A judge in Connecticut issues 
the fifth ruling of the year that DOMA 
violates the constitution. 

September: The Democratic National 
Committee finally puts marriage equality 
in the party platform.

October:  The Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals rules that DOMA is 
unconstitutional, finding in favor of 
widow Edie Windsor.

November: President Obama wins re-
election after endorsing the freedom to 

marry. Voters support marriage equality in 
all four states where it was on the ballot. 
Tammy Baldwin becomes the first openly 
gay member of the Senate. We have the 
largest LGBT congressional caucus in 
history. 

December:  The U.S. Supreme Court 
announces they’ll hear two marriage 
cases — the case against Prop 8 and the 
Windsor case challenging DOMA. Eight 
other LGBT cases are being held by the 
Court.

At the end of 2012, the total number of polls 
showing a majority support the freedom to 
marry reaches a record high:  twenty one 
national surveys.

The U.S. Supreme Court will hold oral 
argument on the Prop 8 case on March 
26 and on the Windsor case on March 27, 
2013.  Transcripts and audio files of the 
arguments will be available the next day at 
SCOTUSBLOG DOT COM.

From the gay community and its supporters 
in East Lansing in 1972 to the overwhelming 
successes of 2012 – amazing!!

(Continued from page 1)
Concerts
LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus  
performed entertaining and traditional 
music in its annual holiday concert, 
Holiday of Lights:  More Christmas than 
You Can Stand.  The music ranged from 
Gloria and Peace, Peace to You’re a Mean 
One Mr. Grinch and Dashing Through the 
Slush. It was fun and uplifting.   Joining 
the chorus was the Bells of First, the hand 
bell choir at the First Presbyterian Church, 
directed by Sheila Conrad.  The bell choir 
performs monthly during the regular 
Sunday service and is worth seeing.  Call 
this very welcoming church for their 
schedule.  The concert was another great 
performance by the chorus and check out 
the picture with this article.

Presidents’ Day is Feb 18th
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Pastor Jody
by Rev. Jody Betten
 
From Darkness into 
Light

As a pastor who 
works in a Christian 
church I am sensitive 

not only to the yearly calendar which 
includes this season of winter, which 
is cold but graciously the day light 
gets longer; I am also sensitive to a 
religious calendar, which has us in 
a season at this time of year, after 
Christmas, called Epiphany.  It is also 
a season of light.  A time when we 
look for aha’s, new meanings, new 
opportunities, new light on a subject, 
new faith, new hope, new possibility.  
We can even prepare to see those 
new epiphanies by having a spirit of 
readiness, an openness to change, a 
sensitivity that involves slowing down 
and listening carefully.  

I am encouraged and hopeful in this 
season because it seems like the political 
climate is on the side of diversity and 
the most vulnerable.  The hard line right 
seems to have had its day in court and 
lost.  I wonder if, as a nation, we can’t 
get some things done related to gun 
control and climate change and a more 
just tax system and marriage equality 
and immigration reform.  And I know 
that this will take tough decisions by all 
of us and a willingness to reach across 
boundaries that we might think we 
shouldn’t have to. 
 

February 
Friday Dinner 
Group 
by Gary Hicks, Host

Valentine Dinner at 
Clara’s

The February LGBT Valentine dinner 
will be held at the historic Clara’s Lansing 
Station, 637 E. Michigan Ave. in downtown 
Lansing on Friday, February 15, at 6:30 pm.

All members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community are invited! Bring your 
valentine, partner, friend or come on your 
own and meet some friendly people in our 
community.

These informal dinners are usually held the 
third Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the Lansing area and provide 
an opportunity to socialize over a casual 
meal.

Please RSVP to Gary Hicks at 
garyhickslaw@aol.com by 3 pm on Friday, 
February 15, if you plan to attend so we 
know how much seating to request.

As a pastor who works with people of 
faith, I have to express my belief in our 
ability as human beings to be hopeful, 
to do the tough work, to go where we 
might be uncomfortable for the sake 
of change for the better, for the sake of 
justice.  Because, while human beings 
can be very, very cruel to one another, 
wicked and unjust, there are many 
incidences where we can see the best 
in humanity shine through.  But it’s not 
just people of faith who shine; there are 
many who claim no faith who are able to 
exhibit the best of humanity.  And, what 
a privilege to work and live with and 
among such folks. 
 
 The skills and gifts and passions that 
are necessary to make this world a more 
just, safer place; hope in a better future, 
love for all, creativity and ingenuity, 
a willingness to not just be tolerant 
but to celebrate diversity, mercy and 
forgiveness are not just skills and gifts 
and passions of people of faith but are 
common to all people.  These are skills 
that we can learn, gifts that we can 
realize, passions that we can all live 
into.  I pray and work for a just and 
peaceful world in my job as a pastor and 
in my life as a human being.  

Battle Creek Valentine’s Day
from Battle Creek Pride

Celebrate a fun Valentine’s Day with Battle Creek Pride ,Thurs., Feb. 14th,  at  6:30 
p.m. at a  special Valentine’s Day Dining OUT at Schuler’s in Marshall.  Bring your 
special partner, spouse, friend, or pal on this special night.  Dress is casual, but 
reservations are a must by Monday, February 11.  Call or text Larry at  
269-420-8170 or email at LarryMDillon@aol.com 

6 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison 
Officer

Hometown 
Security

In 2010, The 
Department of 
Homeland Security 
(DHS) launched 

a national, “If You See Something, Say 
Something™” public awareness campaign.  
This simple and effective program has been 
used to raise public awareness of indicators 
of terrorism and terrorism-related crime, and 
to emphasize the importance of reporting 
suspicious activity to the proper state and 
local law enforcement authorities.  

This campaign was originally used by 
New York’s Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA).  It has since been licensed 

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwoodposterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

to DHS for their nationwide campaign 
to engage the public and key frontline 
employees to identify and report indicators 
of potential terrorism- related crime.

How does this affect me, you ask?  Whether 
you know it or not, there are several 
potential terrorism targets in the Greater 
Lansing area.  I am not saying this to scare 
anyone.  I am saying this to inform you.  If 
you see something, say something.  You 
should report suspicious behavior and 
situations (e.g. an unattended backpack in 
the bus station or someone trying to break 
into a restricted area).  Factors such as 
race, ethnicity, national origin, or religious 
affiliation alone are not suspicious.

Homeland Security begins with 
Hometown Security.  An alert public plays 
a critical role in keeping our cities and our 
nation safe.  We are all in this together.  
So please, “If you see something, say 
something™.”

Be safe! 

LAAN Health Update
from LAAN

LAAN,  the Lansing Area AIDS 
Network, continues to do great 
work.  During fiscal 2011-12, LAAN 
accomplished the following:  

• Provided care services to a record 
338 HIV positive individuals and 
their families. 

• Approximately 200 individuals 
visited the Food Pantry on more 
than 1500 occasions with an 
estimated 65,000 meals provided. 

• Transportation assistance was 
provided to 163 individuals. 

• Housing assistance was provided 
to 37 individuals and their 
families. 

• Prevention and communicable 
disease services were provided to 
more than 1500 individuals.

As LAAN entered 2013, it is entering 
a period of increasing uncertainty.  The 
level of governmental and foundation 
support is decreasing for AIDS service 
organizations nationwide.  Even 
as funds decrease, there are new 
mandates that dictate the manner in 
which allocated funds are expended, 
often to the detriment of critical 
programming areas.

There remains a critical need for care 
and prevention services in the Capital 
Region of Michigan and your financial 
support is encouraged.  Call 517-394-
3560 or visit the LAAN website at  
http://laanonline.org/ 

Hateful Quote 
In response to Sandy Hook, Focus 
on the Family’s James Dobson 
said God has “allowed judgment 
to fall upon us” because the nation 
has turned its back on him by 
accepting things like abortion and 
gay marriage.
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Out at Work
by Frank Vaca,
LAHR Vice President

It’s the where and 
when you cast all 
else a side.

Well babysitting nieces and nephews 
is a work task I have been taking up 
during the great divide of time waiting 
for opportunity.  I have been learning 
they’re very particular on who watches 
over them and who they accept in their 
inner circle. These little managers you 
have to clean up after and tell them to 
calm down when they’re having fits. 
We are already teaching them when 
their other uncle has a significant 
other that doesn’t mean you are losing 
them.

I have come across a strange individual, the 
“Straight Acting” and Manly worker who 
happens to be living a great life. We were 
talking about work place space and how 
your space may strict you from enjoying 
your work. This reminds me of when I was 
first coming out, thinking of those who 
acted out as crazy or bizarre. Now who 
is preaching to the choir may I ask? I had 
to ask him what was his dream career as 
a kid and he said Rock Star. I think it’s so 
important not to lose that kind of wishful 
thinking.

Which takes me to my next squabble about 
heros saving hunky fools. It’s no longer a job 
that’s daring or noble. He also proved to me 
that even heros don’t need to always leave 
their calling card. You can volunteer without 
gaining so much attention to damage your 
Professional career. Which I think a lot of 
people are doing, while I continue to scream 
and shout for an open, inclusive workplace 
for LGBTQA.

I have heard that hobbies and interests 
are dying out in a resume. So is 
listing prior experience tasks. The 
job just wants you to tell them how 
you going to get their job done with 
the skills you have. This really puts 
me in a pickle with my devoutness to 
one career for many years. Trying out 
different careers and swallowing your 
frustration seems to be in.  Bounce 
back Economy soon!

So I commend those working, hiding, 
or just being themselves, who need 
just a tiny bit of fairy dust to get 
them thru the day. We each follow 
a different kind of love song. Why 
does it take inspiration to motivate 
you to follow your dreams and accept 
yourself?  The world needs you and we 
keep getting rejected.  Let me know 
your work story at  
vacaafrank@gmail.com .

A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? - Part 16
 

Right-to-Work laws are a virtual 
conspiracy of the crafty, the ignorant, or 

the misguided to subvert industrial peace, 
exploit men’s need to work and deluge the 
community with industrial irresponsibility. 
‘Right-to-Work’ laws do not create jobs; 
they only victimize the worker and make 

his organization ineffective.
 

- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The right to work.  Really? It sounds 
good doesn’t it?  Kind of like right to life.  
Shouldn’t each person have the freedom 
to choose whether to join the union or not?  
That also sounds like a very good idea, at 
least out of context.  But what really happens 
when individual employees can choose not 
to join the union?

A job is not a free atmosphere.  
Typically, employees are “at will.”  
This means, they can be fired for no 
reason at all.  (Note: an employee 
cannot be fired for certain specific 
reasons that violate civil rights.  See 
earlier discussion about civil rights.)  
So here is the most likely scenario.  
A new employee is approached by 
someone in management and it is 
either stated or implied that if the new 
employee does not join the union, the 
new employee will “go farther” in the 
company, with more opportunities for 
advancement.  What choice would you 
make?  

Unions were created in the first place 
to give voice to a group of relatively 
powerless individuals.  Strength in 
numbers, in other words.  Via unions, 
management is required to negotiate 
regarding wages, hours, benefits, and 
other employee issues.  Without that 
requirement to negotiate with a strong 
union, the employer can do whatever 
it wishes.  Granted, there are many 
very good employers who treat their 
employees well, but the employers who 
spawned the labor movement, such as 

General Motors in Flint in the 1930’s, 
were not in that category.  (Google 
“Flint sit-down strike” for some very 
interesting reading.) 

Prior to the labor movement, employees 
were working sometimes twelve hours 
a day, seven days a week.  Children 
were even employed and worked back-
breaking hours.  We all know that some 
unions have overstepped their bounds at 
times, and this is a major problem with 
the labor movement.  However, I was, 
for a time, a union president, actually 
in Flint, Michigan, as it happens.  My 
union was part of District 65, UAW.  
District 65 was instrumental in the civil 
rights movement.   In a balancing of the 
pros and cons, I would have to come 
down in favor of unions and the labor 
movement.  At a time when employees 
are suffering financially and physically, 
and being required to do two or three 
jobs for no more pay, we should not 
be limiting their right to negotiate and 
speak up for themselves.  To see the 
Michigan right to work statute, google 
2012 PA 348.
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(Continued from page 1)
Health Care Progress

Individuals (OEI).  This definition was 
wide enough to cover LGBT partners 
but not linked to same sex relationships.  
This approach didn’t last long.  Offering 
health care to any LGBT partners was 
too much for the current legislature 
and Governor Snyder.  They outlawed 
OEI benefits last year for public sector 
employees.  This was just one of the 
LGBT bashing laws passed last year.  
This law ended OEI for public sector 
employees except for state employees.

State employee benefits are determined 
by the Civil Service Commission, 
an autonomous body.  The Civil 
Service Commission agreed in 2011 
to extend health benefits to some 
eligible, unrelated co-residents of state 
employees, including same-sex partners 
(OEI benefits).  Governor Snyder and 
Attorney General (AG) Bill Schuette are 
determined to wipe out health care for 
any public sector LGBT partners.  Since 
they could not pass a law taking it away 
from state employees, they went to court 
again.  They argued that OEI benefits 

violate the state’s prohibition against 
recognizing any agreement other than 
“the union of one man and one woman 
in marriage” as a marriage, just like 
domestic partner benefits.  For now, the 
courts have rejected their efforts to end 
OEI benefits for state employees.

The Court of Appeals (COA) recently 
ruled in favor of the Civil Service 
Commission’s decision.  In a 2-1 
opinion, the COA wrote, “There is no 
absolute prohibition against same-sex 
domestic partners receiving benefits 
through their relationship with an 
employee so long as that receipt is not 
based on the employer’s recognition 
of that relationship as a ‘marriage or 
similar union.’”  The COA also noted 
that ”the  policy is unambiguously 
gender-neutral” and “it does not 
depend on the employee  being in a 
close relationship of any particular 
kind … beyond a common residence.”

The AG has also argued that the policy 
was in violation of the Equal Protection 
Clause because the policy didn’t allow 
married employees to share their 
benefits with individuals other than 

their spouses.  The COA found that 
they didn’t violate the Equal Protection 
Clause.

The 2 judges ruling in favor of the 
Civil Service Commission and LGBT 
employees were Judge Stephen Borrello 
and Judge Amy Krause.  They both ran 
for election last November and were 
positively rated by LAHR PAC. 

Attorney General Bill Schuette has said 
he will appeal the ruling to the Michigan 
Supreme Court.  Emily Dievendorf, 
policy director for Equality Michigan, 
said the opinion is legally sound but 
she isn’t surprised Schuette will appeal 
based on a “personal bias.”  

This victory may be short lived.  Due 
to the recent retirement of Justice 
Hathaway (Democrat) on the Supreme 
Court and Republican Governor 
Synder’s likely appointment of another 
Republican to the Court, the Court will 
have a 5 to 2 Republican majority when 
this case is heard.  This will likely result 
in more negative political decisions for 
LGBT citizens by the Court including 
this case. 
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Adoption Agencies $ 
Healthcare Providers Safe
by Emily Dievendorf, Director of Policy

Under pressure from thousands of 
Equality Michigan members, the Michigan 
legislature opted to kill discriminatory bills 
which would harm those most in need.  
The bills, introduced by extremists from 
both chambers, were three of many bills 
introduced this past legislative session to 
promote an agenda of intolerance over 
compassion

The Michigan legislature did not hold final 
votes on House Bills 5763 and 5764, which 
would have provided adoption agencies 
with licenses to discriminate based on a 
moral or religious conviction, or on Senate 
Bill 975, which would have provided 
similar licenses to discriminate to healthcare 
professionals. I was proud to be there for that 
moment and today we celebrate with our 

supporters - along with all LGBT families 
across Michigan and our friends within 
partner organizations from Unity Michigan, 
labor, education, and other human rights 
movements!

While extremists in the legislature seem 
suspiciously motivated to keep hurling a 
wrecking ball at the rights of Michiganders, 
their colleagues recognized that Michigan 
citizens would not let harm to ANY families 
go unrecognized and unpunished and heeded 
your call to put an end to these offensive 
bills.

You stood up for 14,000 foster care 
children in Michigan 
and defended the 
Hippocratic Oath!

Equality Michigan 
was proud to work 
with our allies in 
the women’s rights, 
labor, and healthcare 
reform movements in 
defeating these bills - 
and we appreciate their 
ongoing support of 
our work.  However, 

our allies were not so fortunate in defeating 
attacks on their communities this session. 
We join them in planning how to correct 
those injustices and we will no doubt 
continue to need their help, and the support 
of all Equality Michigan members, to keep 
these extremists in check.

It is clear that we should expect extremists 
serving in the Michigan Legislature to 
return to their cruel shenanigans when they 
begin the 2013-2014 session, which began 
in January.  They made it painfully clear in 
December that we cannot afford to trust all 
of our elected officials to keep their promises 
or our best interests at heart. 

Buying and Financing a 
Rental Home
from Gay Real Estate, Inc.

 (Publisher’s Note – This is another 
article I received about LGBT Real 
Estate.  Although the articles promote 
Gay Real Estate, Inc., they have provided 
useful LGBT Housing information.  As I 
commented in the past – I recommend 
you support a realtor who supports you 
and who has extensive experience in the 
Lansing area  -  Jim Noble at 333-2520  - 
see his LAHR ad!!!)

With property values rising, and the 
economy continuing to turn more and 
more people into home-renters instead 
of home-buyers, now is a fantastic 
time to purchase a rental home and 
become a landlord. 

Higher rents, added equity with each 
passing month and a slew of qualified 
renters to choose from = success.

Like any business, starting a rental 

property business has start-up costs 
involved ~ if you have solid credit and 
a nest-egg you can put towards a down 
payment, are organized enough to 
handle the details of leases, deposits, 
maintenance and repairs..., it’s a great 
side business.

To purchase a home as a simple rental 
property, you’ll have to plan on a 
25% down payment. As a Non-Owner 
Occupant (NOO) your costs on a 
mortgage are slightly higher than they 
would be as an owner occupant. With 
current loan rates, you can likely get a 
4.5% 30-year loan. 

Of course if you have the flexibility, 
you can buy as an Owner Occupant 
(OO) with as little as 3.5% down. To 
qualify as an OO you need to actually 
live in the property as your principle 
residence for at least 24 months ~ 
check with your mortgage lender to 
determine the amount of time you need 
to live in the home before you can rent 
it. You will be purchasing this home as 
your personal residence, so it makes 
for a good first investment property. 

With getting started in the rental game, 
these costs and fees can be daunting, 
what can you do if you’re unable to 
purchase it as an owner occupant? 
Find a property that already has renters 
living in the home. You’re going to 
face the fees involved in a “non-owner 
occupant” purchase, but you can help 
in the loan process by showing instant 
income from the existing tenants. They 
can help offset down-payments with 
their first month’s rent and deposit, 
and you won’t have any “lag time” 
between purchase and your first 
month’s worth of payments. 

Purchasing a home as a rental property 
involves a great deal of preparing, 
paperwork, and financial investment, 
but the added income you’ll see will 
make it more than worth your while 
as long as you plan carefully before 
diving in.

For expert advice on buying your first 
rental home or condominium, contact 
any of the top gay realtors at www.
GayRealEstate.com  ~ free buyer 
representation.
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

Know What’s Happening / 
Tell Your Friends
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Join your friends and be one of 
the approximately 500 current 
participants in the excellent 
LAHR list services to learn what’s 
happening.  These free services are 
one of the best communication tools 
available.  There are two list servs 
available:  LAHRonline (social) and 
LAHRdiscussion.  

The LAHRonline list service is for 
social communication.  You will 
receive all postings about what is 
happening in the Mid-Michigan 
area.  In addition, you also have the 
opportunity to post what you know, so 
you can share it with others.  

The LAHRdiscussion list service is 
for conversations about various topics.  
You may read what others think about 
a particular topic and you may add 
your “two-cents” to the discussion.  

This is frequently an educational 
opportunity.  Often this discussion 
includes information and opinions 
about politics.

You have the opportunity to join one 
or both of these excellent, free list 
services.  It’s simple  - just go to the 
LAHR Web site home page at www.
lahronline.org  and on the right side 
of the screen it says, “Subscribe to 
Mailing List.”  Under this heading 
are the two choices.  Just click 
LAHRonline and/or LAHRdiscussion 
to join.  The more people who join, 
the more effective, informative, 
and successful the services will 
become!!!

If you are already participating in these 
services, please tell your friends to 
participate also.  It is our goal to grow 
this communication service to 1,000 
participates.  Every member of our 
community needs to do their share to 
help improve the quality of life in greater 
Lansing community.  Our community 
is only as good as each of us working 
together make it.  Please do your part!!

A United Church of Christ 
Experience
submitted by Rev. Jody Betten

This is how the Rev. Jen Johnson described the 
May 6 worship service at the small church she 
pastors in Boscobel, Wis. It was an especially 
moving Communion Sunday, since more 
than 120 people showed up to support the 
lesbian pastor after she was asked to sit out the 
community’s annual baccalaureate ceremony 
because of her sexual orientation. When 
she spoke up to question that decision, the 
ceremony was cancelled.

“We normally have 25 to 30 people in church 
on Sunday, 40 if it’s a big day or Communion 
Sunday,” said Johnson of attendance at First 
Congregational UCC. “When I arrived on 
Sunday and realized something huge was 
happening, I burst into tears.” 

Baccalaureate is a religious ceremony 
commonly held to celebrate high school 
seniors’ graduation. In this rural southwest 
Wisconsin community of 3,300, the service 

(Continued on page 13)
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Washington / Lansing Responds
Representative Joan Bauer Responds to a LAHR Member:

Subject:   Adoption Agencies

(A letter was sent to Representative Bauer to oppose House Bills 5763 and 5764, which would have provided adoption agencies with 
licenses to discriminate based on a moral or religious conviction,)

Thank you for getting in touch with my office. I am always happy to hear from engaged constituents and it was especially nice to open 
my email and see one from you!

As you are probably aware, substitutes for House Bills 5763 and 5764 were recently discharged to the House floor from the House 
Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors. You can continue to track their progress online at www.legislature.mi.gov. 

If passed, House Bill 5763 would allow a child placing agency to refuse an adoption placement if the agency had a written religious or 
moral objection. It also protects the agency from losing funding or contracts from state or local governments based on that objection. 
HB 5764 further protects child placing agencies by specifying that the Department of Human Services (DHS) is prohibited from 
considering an agency’s “religious or moral objections” in interactions, funding, contracting, placements, and other decisions affecting 
child placing agencies. 

Like you, I do not believe that these bills are in the best interest of Michigan’s families. Instead, I worry that they place bias and 
bigotry ahead of the best interests of children who are waiting to be adopted. Please know that I will not support any legislation that 
protects discrimination, including House Bills 5763 and 5764. 

Thank you again for your input, and please feel free to contact my office with any other concerns.

Sincerely, 
Joan Bauer, Lansing State Representative 

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received many emails from people, including my own, from governmental officials on a variety of 
subjects.  Beginning in May, 2009, I will try to include one letter per month entitled “Washington / Lansing Responds.”  I hope these 
letters provide you a better understanding of where our elected officials stand on important LGBT issues and a better understanding of 
the issue.  If you receive responses, please email them to me.  Thank You!)
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Second-Parent Adoption Progress
from ACLU

The Michigan Appeals Court recently ruled that family court judges 
have jurisdiction to grant second-parent adoptions to same-sex 
couples and that the birth mother cannot void an adoption just because 
she broke up with her former partner. The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Michigan successfully represented the former partner.

“This is a tremendous victory for Michigan families,” said Jay 
Kaplan, ACLU of Michigan LGBT Project staff attorney. “Every 
child deserves security and support and no child should be at risk of 
being ripped away from a loving parent because of a breakup.”

Julianna Usitalo and Melissa Landon were in a long-term 
committed relationship when, in 2003, they decided to have a 
child together through artificial insemination and agreed that 
Landon would carry the child. In 2005, in order to give their 
child the stability of two legal parents, Landon first terminated 
her parental rights and then she and Usitalo jointly petitioned 
the family court to be legal parents. The family court granted the 
parties request, ruling that second-parent adoptions by same-sex 
couples are permitted under Michigan’s adoption code. 

In 2008, Usitalo and Landon separated, but entered into a custody and 
visitation agreement so both parents could continue to raise and share 
legal responsibility for the child. However, in 2010, Landon decided 
that she no longer wanted Usitalo in their daughter’s life and asked 
a judge to void the second-parent adoption that she had previously 
asked the judge to grant, arguing that the judge never had the ability to 
grant the adoption in the first place. 

In 2011, a Shiawassee County judge rejected Landon’s argument 
and recently a three-judge appeals court panel unanimously 
affirmed the trial court’s decision.

According to the decision, “…We conclude that defendant may 
not collaterally attack the validity of the 2005 adoption because 
there was no defect in the court’s subject-matter jurisdiction. Thus, 
because the validity of the adoption may not now be questioned, 
we reject defendant’s claim that plaintiff lacked standing to seek 
custody and parenting time of the minor child, and affirm the trial 
court’s custody and parenting time order.”

In a concurring opinion, Judge Douglas Shapiro further pointed 
out that if the court were to void the joint adoption as Landon 
asked, the child might be left without any legal parent because 
Landon had terminated her own rights before asking for the 
joint adoption: “Were we to void the 2003 joint adoption, it is 
quite possible that this nine-year-old child would be without a 
legal parent. Defendant’s willingness to risk this result is quite 
troubling, as is her unabashed repudiation of the jurisdiction that 
she herself invoked seven years ago.” 

In 2009, the ACLU of Michigan, along with Lambda Legal, 
successfully litigated a similar case before the Michigan Appeals 
Court in which the court concluded that Michigan family courts 
cannot refuse to hear child custody cases simply because they involve 
children whose parents are gay or lesbian. 

takes place in a host church, and all the clergy in town usually are 
included. But Johnson said that because of her sexual orientation, she 
has not been recognized since 2005, her first year in Boscobel. This year, 
she got tired of staying quiet about it. She posted her status on Facebook.

“I couldn’t keep silent anymore,” she said. “It was not necessarily an 
intellectual decision or a decision of the heart. My partner and I have 
been active members of this community and beyond. We have built 
relationships and found family here. I couldn’t have done this in 2006.”

Johnson then met with the baccalaureate committee chair to discuss the 
issue. Ultimately, the committee cancelled the service, reasoning the 
focus would no longer be on Christ, but on a media circus.

“I didn’t intend to fall in love with the people here to someday ruin their 
baccalaureate,” Johnson said. “I had enough of the hurt. I love these 
kids, and this hurts.”

When Rich Schneider of Boscobel heard what had happened, he decided 
something had to be done. He teaches school across the street from First 
Congregational UCC, and while he attends a Methodist church from 
time to time, he rallied the community to Johnson’s church because 
he wasn’t happy with the “un-Christlike” activity of the baccalaureate 
committee. 

“I wanted to have a community show of support,” said Schneider. “In 
the case of Pastor Jen, God’s the judge, we’re not the judge.”

(Continued from page 11)
Experience
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For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

LAHR News
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Your LAHR Board recently held their January Board 
meeting, with 9 board members participating in another 
successful, informative and productive meeting.

LAHR President, Penny Gardner, reported that the 
organization recently received a donation from the 
Edgewood United Church and informed the church that 
the money would be used to grow our membership.  In 
addition, Penny reported that she had participated in 
discussions with LCC regarding their GLBT scholarship.  
Refer to the Letter from the Prez for more information.

There was discussion about the need for fundraising to 
support LAHR’s many activities and to help balance 
our budget.  Kate Miller led this discussion, which 
included plans for a fundraising dinner social event 
at Noodles & Company in East Lansing.  We hope 
you participated in this January event to support 
MBLGTACC and LAHR.  Hopefully, more events are 
will be announced soon.

Finally, LAHR Treasurer, Joe Marutiak distributed a 
proposed 2013 LAHR budget, which was discussed and 
approved.

Is your wallet 
supporting 
LGBT 
Equality?
by Nick Sekmistrz, 
Michigan Pride

As a LAHR newsletter reader, chances 
are good that you’ve done many things 
to support LGBT equality.  Perhaps 
you voted for an LGBT friendly 
candidate, donated your money to 
worthy LGBT causes, or marched with 
Michigan Pride to the Capitol steps in 

support of LGBT equality.  However, 
is your wallet supporting LGBT 
rights? 

The Human Right Campaign (HRC) 
just released its 2013 Corporate Equality 
Index.  Since 2002, HRC has prepared the 
Corporate Equality Index to help LGBT 
friendly consumers support companies 
which truly promote equity in their 
workplaces and beyond.  The index scores 
hundreds of companies on a range of 
issues including GLBT non-discrimination 
policies, public support of LGBT rights, 
and whether companies undermine 
LGBT equality by supporting charities 
that advocate against LGBT equity.   The 

Corporate Equality Index is available free of 
charge on the HRC website: www.hrc.org/
corporate-equality-index.  General Motors, 
Ford, and Kellogg’s Company are among 
the Michigan based companies that achieved 
a perfect 100 percent score.  Michigan Pride 
strongly encourages you to review the index 
when making purchasing decisions and 
whenever possible, to support companies 
that are supporting LGBT equality. 

Michigan Pride would also like to thank 
everyone who participated in our Euchre 
Tournament on Saturday, January 19th.  
Please check next month’s newsletter for 
updates on the 2013 White Party, Capitol 
March, and Festival.
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every Monday 

at 6pm in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 North 
Washington Square - contact Frank Vaca lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com or 
Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.edu for more information

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 
East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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