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2012 Michigan Pride

MSU 2014 Scholarship 
Recipients
MSU Pride Scholarship
from GLFSA

Shelby Cieslinski, an MSU freshman who 
hails from Macomb Township, Michigan 
is the 2014 recipient of the MSU Pride 
Scholarship.

The MSU Pride Scholarship was established 
in January of 2000 to aid LGBT students 
in attending MSU.  Candidates must 
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Lansing, MI

August 24th, 2013

Michigan Pride is proud to announce 
that TV personality Ross Matthews 
will serve as the Grand Marshall and 
Capitol steps speaker for the annual 
Michigan Pride March and Rally on 
August 24, 2013. All activities at 
the Capitol are free; there is a $5 
suggested donation for entry to the 
festival site in Old Town, Lansing. 
Full event details can be found 

at www.michiganpride.org  or on 
Facebook, keyword Michigan Pride.

In 1989, LGBTQA organizations from 
around Michigan marched on the Capitol 
demanding equal treatment before the 
law. Later, in 1994, Michigan Pride was 
incorporated as a 501(c)(3), and the 
event grew into the annual Michigan 

Pride March, Rally & 
Festival. This year marks 
the 24th annual march on 
the Capitol.

In late May, Senators 
Warren, Johnson, Whitmer 
and Smith submitted 
marriage equality 
legislation that seeks 
to overturn Michigan’s 
constitutional ban on 
same-gender marriage as 
well as well as a repeal of 

the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). 
The focus for this year’s March to the 
Capitol steps and Rally at the Capitol 
steps is getting LGBTQ+ people and 
allies registered to vote so that when 
Marriage Equality makes it to the ballot, 
we’ll have the voting power we need 
behind us to get it passed.

Vote!
Remember to Vote Tuesday,  

August 6 - the candidate information 
may be found on the LAHR web site 

at http://www.lahronline.org/

Show Your Pride At 
Equality Night 
At The Lugnuts - 
Saturday, August 24
by Gary Hicks, Band President

Cap off your Pride weekend in Lansing 
with fireworks over downtown Lansing 
at the third annual Equality Night at the 
Lugnuts on Saturday, August 24, 2013, at 7 
pm.  Wear your best Pride regalia and show 
greater Lansing that we are an important and 
sizable part of this community.

This annual event is co-sponsored by the 
Michigan Gay Officers Action League 
(MI-GOAL) and the Equality Band of 
Michigan. Tickets are available from the 
Lugnuts for $8 (lawn), $10 (reserved) 
and $11 (box). The Equality Band will be 
performing on the field during the game, 

likely playing “Take Me OUT to the 
Ballgame.”

Any group in the Lansing area that purchases 
at least 20 tickets will be announced during 
the game and shown on the scoreboard. 
Contact Gary Hicks, Equality Band president, 
at 517-525-1732 or hickslaw@gmail.com for 
more information. Individual tickets can be 
purchased right up until game time.

2012 Equality Night at the Lugnuts

(Continued on page 8)
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear LAHR Newsletter Reader, 

It is Pride month. Here in Lansing we will be celebrating us, August 24th, (the parade begins 
at noon at Riverside Park on Grand and the festival is in Old Town)! In parade, protest, and 
entertainment we proudly make our presence known.  In addition to celebrating each other as well 
as ourselves, we will celebrate our supportive friends, families, and allies as we come together in 
solidarity.  It is important that we acknowledge ourselves in celebration as we make our way in a 

state of inequality as a minority population of Lesbian women, gay men, and bisexual and transgender women and 
men.  
 
It seems a burden of fear, created in our inequality, is lifting ever so slightly off of us with the Supreme Court 
deciding against the California ban on same sex marriage, and their overturning of the Defense of Marriage 
act (DOMA)! Every forecast that I read prior to the decisions, were that it was more certain DOMA would be 
overturned, less certain that the California ban would. And that we most likely would get only one of the decisions 
toward our equality-- certainly not two!  These mistaken forecasts were preparing us for disappointment when one 
of the other was not struck down.  Imagine our surprise when our equality, long denied us through DOMA, and a 
precedent setting overturning of a state ban in California, against legal recognition of our relationships.  We, in 
Michigan, of course, live under our own constitutional ban against same sex marriage and are denied protection 
against discrimination under our own state’s Elliott Larson non-discrimination law, by the absence of sexuality, 
gender expression and gender identity as protected classes.  Though, don’t you feel at least a slight lifting of the 
boot of oppression and inequality off of our throats?  Don’t you dream of an end in sight of our oppression, at least 
under the law?  So, let’s celebrate!

Stop by the LAHR booth and say hello!  Bring at least two friends to celebrate with you.  And let everyone know 
that this celebration,  because of many before us and with us today, fought and continue to fight for all of our rights 
as loving, equal citizens of the United States.

Feeling almost free!
Penny

Letter from the Prez
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AIDS Walk / LAHR Annual 
Meeting
by Frank Vaca, LAHR Vice President

On Sunday, September 29, 2013 join the Lansing 
Area AIDS Network, our hosts, the Evans 
Scholars of Michigan State University, our 
official registrants, the National Association of 
Black Accountants Michigan State University 
Chapter,and hundreds of other walkers as we take 
ONE STEP TOWARDS A SOLUTION in the battle 
against HIV/AIDS!

Valley Court Park, East Lansing (Behind People’s 
Church)

Registration Time: 11:00 AM
Walk Time: 1:00 PM

http://www.aidswalkmichigan.org/

In addition, LAHR will be holding it’s annual 
meeting and election of officers following the 
AIDS Walk lunch. Anyone interested in joining 
the LAHR Board, please contact LAHR President, 
Penny Gardner at 484-4512 or marydrpenny@
yahoo.com New Board members are encouraged 
and welcomed – help us make our local community 
a better a place!!
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(Continued on page 6)

Pastor Jody
by Rev. Jody Betten 
Celebrate!
The Supreme Court’s 
rulings on DOMA and 
Prop 8 are reasons to 
celebrate!  The recent 

ruling by a federal judge to strike down 
the ban on domestic partner benefits 
in Michigan is reason to celebrate!  It 
looks like the trend is changing as more 
and more states consider legalizing 
same sex marriage or civil unions.  
There is cause to celebrate.  

And the fight is not over for same sex 
couples or for the LGBTQ community 
in this country.  At our national church 
gathering this summer over 10,000 
knitted and crocheted rainbow scarves 
were given away in recognition of the 
bullying and discrimination that goes 
on especially against LGBTQ youth and 
teens.  Many of our churches have joined 
the “It Gets Better” Project seeking to 

Equality Band Of 
Michigan Wants You 
For Michigan Pride And Equality 
Night At The Lugnuts On  
Saturday, August 24

by Gary Hicks, Band President

The Equality Band of Michigan is looking 
for musicians and non-musicians to join 
us for Michigan Pride and Equality Night 
at the Lugnuts on Saturday, 
August 24 in downtown 
and Old Town Lansing. 
The band always welcomes 
new musicians who support 
LGBT equality. For those 
who don’t play an instrument, 
the band is establishing an 
exciting new color guard with 
the American flag, state of 
Michigan flag, and rainbow 
flags.

The band will kickoff 
Michigan Pride by marching 
in the annual parade to the 

Capitol and playing at the Capitol before 
the rally. The band will also entertain at 
the family area at the festival grounds 
in Old Town. Later that night, the band 
will perform on the field at Cooley Law 
School stadium during the Lugnuts’ 
game. A fireworks show will cap off the 
annual Pride celebration in Lansing.

Tickets for Equality Night at the Lugnuts 
can be requested from band president 
Gary Hicks by calling 517-525-1732 or 

The Equality Band marching in Grand Rapids’ inaugural 
Parade of Pride in June, 2013

(Continued on page 10)
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

That’s Un- 
American!

This is a phrase I’ve 
been hearing an awful 
lot lately, in fact too 

much. This phrase seems to be used in any 
instance when someone feels their opinion is 
not the same as someone else’s. This phrase 
also seems to be belted out more often by 
Republicans, Conservatives and Religious 
people than anyone else.

Let’s explore what it means to be American, 
shall we? The Founding Fathers wanted to 
create a country that was free. That much 
is certain. They wanted to be free from the 
tyranny of England and to be able to govern 
themselves on their own terms. 

I also believe the Founding Fathers wanted 
Freedom OF Religion and Freedom FROM 
Religion. Many on the right will say that’s 
wrong and we were founded as a “Christian 
Nation”. But, that assessment is wrong. In 
fact, the only reference to religion in the 

For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

Constitution is in Article VI which states…
”no religious test shall ever be required as a 
Qualification to any Office or public Trust 
under the United States”. Sure sounds like 
we were founded as a Christian Nation to 
me! (That’s sarcasm by the way).

I just get tired of people throwing that 
phrase around that really have no idea what 
they are talking about. Some examples 
are as follows:  Taking away my guns is 
Un-American! Letting immigrants in is Un-
American. Giving terrorists Miranda rights 
is Un-American. Giving the Gays the right 
to marry is Un-American.

It always amazes 
me that people who 
love to throw around 
the Constitution as 
a reference for their 
way of Live, Liberty 
and the Pursuit 
of Happiness, are 
always willing 
to destroy those 
principles for others 
simply because they 
do not agree with 
them.

I have read a couple of news reports 
recently that scare me. A woman in a small 
Mississippi town wanted to re-open a Gay 
bar that she owned. When she applied for 
the business license, it was denied because 
she was Gay and the townsfolk didn’t want 
a Gay bar. In Indiana, lawmakers recently 
have made it a felony for same sex couples 
to attempt to file for a marriage license. Pat 
Robertson wishes Facebook would install a 
“vomit” button so he could click it when he 
sees an article about Gays.  How American 
are those values?
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

A Step in 
the Right 
Direction
by Anne 
Moyerbrailean

The LGBTQ and Boy Scouts of America 
communities took an important step 
together on May 23, 2013. With the 
majority of 61% of the votes, the Boy 
Scouts of America decided to accept 
Scouts of any sexual orientation, 
overruling a previous decision to ban 
non-heterosexuals once they reached 
the age of 18. Although this is progress, 
many argue it is not enough. While 
Scouts of varying sexual orientations may 
now receive their Eagle Scout badge, 
achieving success in the organization 
is still limited; Scout leaders may only 
identify as heterosexual.

It seems as though this new ruling, 
although definitely a step in the right 
direction for the LGBTQ community, 
reinforces the belief among gay Scouts 
that there is something wrong with 
them. The ruling allows the Boy Scouts 
of America to hold the same attitude 
they have always held:  it is okay to be 
gay...up until a point. This new ruling 

does not create an accepting and tolerant 
environment, but rather extends the point 
until which the Boy Scouts must practice 
an inclusive community. 

In the LAHR sponsored town hall meeting 
at Edgewood UCC in East Lansing 
on May 14, the question of what we 
were fighting for, whether Scouts and 
Leaders or just Scouts can be openly non-
heterosexual, arose.  The group was split 
both ways:  some thought it best to strive 
for smaller, more attainable goals, while 
others felt it better to go all in.  Those 
who felt we should take smaller steps 
expressed their concerns that the Boy 
Scouts of America may vote against the 
ruling if the stakes are higher, leaving the 
LGBTQ community back at the beginning. 
The counter argument was, since the 
ruling excluded a group of people, non-
heterosexual Scouts are still going to 
be faced with the same nonconstructive 
prejudices as before. 

Whether it is obtained in one great leap 
or a million tiny steps, the end goal is 
ultimately equality for all. The recent 
ruling did not achieve this which only 
means there are still more battles to come. 
That is why, although we can rejoice over 
this victory, it must not keep us from 
continuing to fight for the bigger issue at 
hand.

be a safe place for persons of all sexual 
orientation.  There is work to be done to 
fight prejudice.  We must continue to work 
to change attitudes, to fight for equality.

And, we must celebrate!  It is good to 
take time out of the fight to acknowledge 

every little victory!  It was while at our 
regular denominational gathering that 
the Supreme Court rulings came down.  
A gay couple, delegates at the gathering, 
who had not yet married, took the 
opportunity to be married right there at 
the business meeting!  We all stood with 
them in jubilation that in California a 
gay couple can be married!  

We must take time out to celebrate.  To 
celebrate the people who love us just 
the way we are; to celebrate that there 
are places where discrimination is not 
acceptable any longer; to celebrate that 
love conquers all; to celebrate the joy of 
life and progress and increasing justice 
in our world.  We must celebrate and 
summer is a wonderful time to do it!  

We must celebrate and take a necessary 
rest so that we have the energy to go 
back to the work of making things just 
for all.  

Pastor Jody
(Continued from page 4)

(Continued from page 1)
Scholarships
demonstrate involvement with and/or support 
for the LBGT community. They also must 
show commitment to academic success.

Bill Beachler, an MSU alumnus, is the 
scholarship’s founder and was instrumental in 
working with MSU and GLFSA to set up the 
scholarship.  Applicants submit materials to 
GLFSA, whose scholarship committee in turn 
makes a recommendation to MSU on who 
should be awarded the scholarship each year.  
With continued successful fundraising for this 
award, the dollar value grows annually.  This 
year’s award is $5000.

Shelby will enter Lyman Briggs where she 
will major in Chemistry with the objective of 
pursuing a career in forensic chemistry. 

She enters MSU with a 4.02 GPA and 
substantial community involvement while in 
high school, including co-founding her high 
school’s first GSA.  They began meeting just 
after a gay senior took his life just shortly 
before graduation.  This sad event was the 
wake-up call needed to bring attention to 
a serious issue and helped grow the GSA.   
Members participated in Ally Week and 
National Day of Silence events to educate 
their classmates and teachers about LGBT 
issues.

In her essay for the scholarship, she describes 
her challenge to her straight classmates in 
these words, 

“You don’t have to be a cat or dog to support 
animal rights.  You don’t have to be of a 
minority group to support racial equality.  
Why should you have to be gay to support the 
rights of the LGBT community?”
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It’s Your Life
by Steve Findley

Don’t Rely Solely on 
‘Uncle Sam’s’ Help 
During Retirement

You can’t watch television 
or read a newspaper 

without being reminded of the uncertain times 
we’re in.  Disappearing jobs, disturbing stock 
market losses, the rising cost of living — we 
don’t need to tell you that it’s rough out there.

This has made planning for your own 
retirement even more complicated than ever. 
While the market has improved since the 
2008 crash, retirement account balances are 
still 1 percent below their peak 2007 value 
when adjusted for inflation. The crash wiped 
out trillions of dollars in retirement savings.
(1) People who are still recouping their losses 
may not even read their 401(k) account 
statements anymore.  

The Truth About Social Security

But other factors have muddied the waters 
for mapping a course toward a financially 
secure retirement. People are living longer. 
At the beginning of the 20th century, life 
expectancy at birth was 47.3 years. Today, life 
expectancy is nearly 79 years.(2) This is good 
news; but we need to prepare for more years 
in retirement.

And if you thought Social Security would 
take care of you, think again. In 2012, the 
maximum monthly benefit for a worker 
retiring at age 66 was $2,513(3)— not enough 
for many of you to live 
comfortably.

While there are no easy 
solutions, the purchase of 
a life insurance policy can 
guarantee(4) the protection 
of your LGBT loved ones 
and also supplement your 
retirement savings if the death 
benefit is no longer needed.

Leaving a Legacy

Life insurance’s primary 
purpose is to deliver death 
benefit protection, which can 
provide a generally tax-free 
legacy to your LGBT loved 

ones. But permanent 
life insurance also 
carries many living 
benefits.  Cash 
value is money 
that accumulates 
within the policy, 
tax deferred. This 
means you do not 
pay taxes on any of 
the accumulation 
within the policy. 
In addition, you 
can access that 
money generally 
tax-free through 
policy loans(5). The 
cash value can also 
be accessed for 
college expenses, as 
collateral for a small 
business loan, or any 
other anticipated or 
unexpected event.  

In addition to 
the death benefit 
protection, the cash 
value of permanent 
life insurance can 
also be used to supplement your retirement 
income. As such, it can be a vital piece of the 
complex puzzle of retirement planning.

This educational third-party article is being provided 
as a courtesy by Steve Findley, Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company. To learn more about the information 
or topics discussed, please contact Steve at 517-402-2582 
or srfindley@ft.nyl.com 
 
Neither New York Life, nor its agents, provides tax, legal, 
or accounting advice. Please consult your own tax, legal, 
or accounting professional before making any decisions.

1 Urban Institute, “Retirement Plan Assets,” Barbara A. 

Butrica, Retirement Security Data Brief No. 6, November 
2012.

2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Deaths: 
Preliminary Data for 2011,” Donna L. Hoyert, PhD, and 
Jiaquan Xu, MD, October 10, 2012.

3 U.S. Social Security Administration, “Maximum Social 
Security Retirement Benefit,” March 9, 2012.

4 Guarantees backed by the claims-paying ability of the 
issuer.
5 Loans against your policy accrue interest and decrease 
the death benefit and cash value by the amount of the 
outstanding loan and interest.
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Equality and 
Justice for All

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice;
working for peace and justice in the Lansing area.

Donations Welcome
www.glnawi.org

Out at Work
by Frank Vaca,
LAHR Vice President

Honor and Obey

This is how it’s 
supposed to be done 
and this is how it’s 

going to be. I was asked to be discreet 
recently, in which I replied, “It’s my life and 
my rules.” What are you supposed do if you 
cannot give out any indication about being 
happily gay? Ever been asked are you still 
together with your ex because you never 
speak of anything else besides the cause. 
It burns when you realize no matter how 
much you plea or ask for your rights under 
that employer’s thumb. You are never alone 
against the forces of darkness and blight.
 
Predictable you, who follow the advice 
that you may never amount to anything 
and will always be a second citizen. I 
think the judge who ruled Domestic 
Partnership Benefits cleared any confusion 
that this legislature is out to suppress you. 
Deny you happiness and due course of 
fulfilling life. This is why we won in the 
Supreme Court thanks to 5th amendment. 
So why not apply this to your workplace 
by doing something that will make you 
happy? 

There’s obviously a problem to start a 
relationship asking someone to be discreet 
and not allowing them to be themselves. 
I got asked this by a professional who 
was working in a tight field if I could be 
discreet. My goal is not to out anyone nor 
hide myself with a phony persona of being 
straight. Someone told me at a literature 
table that they had a girlfriend of 12 years 
who never attends a work related function 
because of the pink ceiling. So closets and 
ceilings I think should go. The person at 
least got me thinking of trust. What kind 
of trust is happening in the workplace 
when we cannot be honest?

Straight weddings - eh you know I dislike 
them. I cannot believe David Tuatara gets 
paid but gets all those brides smooching 
on him. This month I didn’t have to get 
lucky with the bride but ushering is a task. 
It’s a service you are providing, in my 
case, to help the happy couple transition 
smoothly. I took a wedding planning 
course semesters ago at LCC. Professional 
and curtsey play a big part. It’s also 

stereotyping that someone from our 
population is working behind the scenes. 
Greatly hope my brother enjoys his new 
wife and life.

What job tasks or workplace stories 
are going on with you let me know at 
Vacaafrank@gmail.com Thank you.

(Continued from page 1)
Lugnuts
Plan to be at Cooley Law School Stadium 
on Saturday night, August 24, as rainbow-
colored fireworks illuminate the sky over 
downtown Lansing.
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(Continued from page 1)
Michigan Pride

The real work is just beginning. 
However, we believe that with 
continued, year-long momentum, we 
can aptly support the Michigan Senate 
Democrats who are already working on 
our behalf for equality in Michigan. 

About Ross Matthews

Since 2001, Ross Mathews has 
traveled the world as a Tonight Show 
correspondent, interviewing everyone 
from Oscar winners to British royalty, 
quickly becoming a staple of late-night 
television and a favorite of the public.

Currently, Ross continues his Tonight 
Show correspondent duties, is a weekly 
regular panelist and occasional guest 
host on E!’s hit late-night talk show 
Chelsea Lately and a fixture on the E! 
Networks’ live red carpet award show 
coverage and E! News.

In February 2011, Mathews began a 
national college tour speaking about his 
experiences climbing the Hollywood 
ladder and discussing his humorous take 
on pop culture. In January of 2013, The 
Hollywood Reporter announced Ross’ 
book deal. ‘Man Up!’ will be released 
May 7, 2013 and is available for pre-
order now.

Other programs Ross has appeared on 
in the past decade include NBC’s 1 Vs 
100 and Phenomenon, as a guest co-host 
of ABC’s The View, as a contestant on 
the fifth season of VH1’s highly popular 
Celebrity Fit Club, as a celebrity 
correspondent the entertainment news 
programs Extra and CBS’s The Insider, 
as the recurring character “Chris” on 
Days of Our Lives, as the co-host of The 
Game Show Network’s Big Saturday 
Night, OWN’s Ask Oprah’s All-Stars, as 
himself in ABC Family’s holiday movie 
Christmas Cupid, Bravo’s Interior 
Therapy, ABC Family’s Beverly Hills 
Nannies Reunion, HGTV’s House 
Hunters, E!’s Studio E! and E!’s After 
Lately.

Ross resides in Los Angeles with 
his family. For more about Ross, 
visit www.helloross.com.

(Continued from page 6)
Scholarships

In light of Shelby’s demonstrated academic 
excellence and her active support for LGBT 
issues, GLFSA is honored and pleased 
to award Shelby the 2014 MSU Pride 
Scholarship.

Pougnet / Green Scholarship.
from MSU LBGT Resource Center

Elliot Zirulnik and Madalyn Gildea have 
been selected as the 2014 recipients of the 
Steven P. Pougnet and Christopher J. Green 
Endowed Scholarship. Each recipient will 
receive approximately $2500. Steven Pougnet 
is an MSU graduate who serves as the mayor 
of Palms Springs California. Mr. Pougnet 
and his partner Christopher Green established 
the Pougnet and Green Scholarship to be 
awarded annually to MSU juniors or seniors 
who demonstrate academic excellence and 
involvement with or contributions to the 
LGBT community. 

Elliot Zirulnik is an active volunteer and 
leader with several campus LBGT and Ally 
student organizations as well as several 
disability advocacy and support programs 
at Michigan State University. Elliot is 
an outstanding student and a committed 
community servant who is entering is senior 
year at Michigan State studying media and 
information in the College of Communication 
Arts and Sciences.
Mady Gildea took on extraordinary 
leadership and learning responsibilities within 
the LBGTA community in just her first year 
at Michigan State University while thriving 
in the rigorous Lyman Briggs College as a 
microbiology student. Mady hopes to join the 
Spartan Marching Band in her second year 
and will continue as a leader within LBGTA 
organizations.
If you have questions about the 
scholarships, please contact Michigan 
State’s LBGT Resource Center by e-mail at 
lbgtrc@msu.edu or by phone at (517) 353-
9520.
To make a 
contribution to one 
of the scholarship 
programs, 
contact Jennifer 
Bertram, Associate 
Vice President 
for University 
Development, (517) 
432-7330, bertram9@
msu.edu.

August Friday LGBT  
Dinner Group 

Dinner At El Azteco 
Rooftop Patio
In East Lansing 
August 16 at  
6:30 pm
by Gary Hicks, Host

The August LGBT Friday Night Dinner 
will take place on the rooftop patio at El 
Azteco Restaurant at the new Ann St. Plaza 
in downtown East Lansing on Friday, 
August 16, at 6:30 pm. El Azteco has served 
delicious and reasonably priced Tex-Mex 
food in the Lansing area since the mid-
1970’s. The restaurant also serves adult 
beverages, including Mexican cerveza (beer) 
and margaritas. The nearby MSU Dairy 
Store in the MSU Union should be open for 
ice cream after dinner!
 
These monthly dinners are held the third 
Friday of every month at a different restaurant 
in the Lansing area. We may soon experiment 
with a restaurant outside Lansing, if enough 
people are interested in trying a new dining 
spot out of town. Everyone is welcome to 
attend, including family members, friends, 
partners, and spouses. MSU, LCC, and 
Cooley students are also welcome to come 
and meet some of Lansing’s more permanent 
residents. We usually average 10 to 15 
friendly people for dinner and sometimes 
choose to walk or attend a movie after dinner. 
So whether you are new to the area or not, 
please come out and join us for an al fresco 
dining experience in the heart of downtown 
East Lansing.

Please RSVP to Gary at hickslaw@gmail.
com by Friday, August 16, at 3 pm if
you  plan to attend, so we can request 
appropriate seating.
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Another Exciting 
Homecoming
by Bill Beachler, MSU 
GLBT Alumni Assoc.

  
The eighth annual MSU GLBT 
Homecoming reception is scheduled 
for Friday, October 11, 2013 following 
the MSU Homecoming Parade from 
6:30 to 9:30. This fun event will 
again be held at the Kellogg Center in 
the excellent Red Cedar Room with 
fireplace. Everyone is invited!!

(Continued from page 5)
All I’m Saying
The constitution was written to expand 
rights of people, not take them away. It 
did not give specifics or limitations, as 
those are open for interpretation but, the 
purpose of the document was to spell out 
that people needed to be free and happy to 
ensure the success of this great country of 
ours.

Honestly, you know what I find Un-
American? Bigotry.
Tell me what you think. Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome. 
Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com .

(Continued from page 4)
Equality Band
e-mailing hickslaw@gmail.com. Please 
request your tickets for the game by 
Saturday, August 17, if possible.

The Equality Band also plans to perform 
during the annual AIDS Walk event at 
Valley Court Park in East Lansing in late 
September. The band wishes to express 
gratitude to LAHR for supporting the 
band this past year with a generous grant 
that enabled the  band to purchase band 
shirts and purchase a new band banner.
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 

Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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