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Matthew Shepard Story Continues 
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

On October 6, 1998, Matthew Shepard was murdered in Laramie, 
Wyoming.  While completing work of this April issue of the 
newsletter, I took a break to see The Laramie Project – Ten Years 
Later.  Hopefully each of you had the opportunity to see this excellent 

production.  There were five performances over a 10 day period and it is my estimate 
that over 500 people attended.

This production was directed by Chad Badero, originally from Mason.  Chad founded 
the Peppermint Creek Theater Company and I have had the opportunity to attend 
many of his productions over the past ten years.  This production was classic Badero – 
creative, entertaining and most of all encouraging positive change.

Equality Michigan Joins 
“Red State” Coalition 
to File Amicus Briefs in 
Landmark Supreme Court 
Cases
 

Equality Michigan joins 27 other 
LGBT organizations across 23 
states in filing amicus briefs 
in cases challenging Defense 
of Marriage Act (DOMA) and 
California’s Prop 8

Equality Michigan, the state’s only 
statewide anti-violence and advocacy 
organization serving the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
communities, has joined a broad 
nonpartisan coalition of equality 
organizations which have filed amicus 
briefs in support of the plaintiffs in the 
landmark Perry v. Hollingsworth and 
Windsor vs. United States cases. The 
coalition brings to the Supreme Court the 
perspectives of LGBT people who live 
with dignity in every state without basic 
legal rights and protections.

Leaders and representatives from national 
Republican, labor, business, health care, 
faith, and military organizations have 
come together to file briefs with the U.S. 
Supreme Court in support of the freedom 
to marry and against the so-called Defense 
of Marriage Act.  Among the coalition are 
28 LGBT organizations from 23 states 
demanding equal treatment for LGBT 
communities under the law, no matter 
where someone lives.

(Continued on page 3)

The Laramie Project - Ten Years Later at Dart Auditorium

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant, LGBT Liaison Officer

Marriage

There is a wave of change sweeping over our country. This wave 
has finally reached the highest levels of our government, the United 
States Supreme Court. As you are aware, there are currently two very 
important cases in front of the Supreme Court.  One involves the 

constitutionality of the Defense of Marriage Act, or DOMA.  The other case concerns the 
constitutionality of California’s Proposal 8. 

What many people fail to realize is that there are over 1100 federal benefits that go hand-
in-hand with marriage. These Supreme Court rulings are not just about the right to marry, 
but also the benefits that come with marriage.  One of these benefits involves second parent 
adoptions. 
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Leadership!

Dear Reader,

Where is leadership located?  Is it in a position held by someone?  I am president of LAHR, does that make me a 
leader?  Is it to be found in organizations?  Is it LAHR that is the leader and I am just the head of that organization?  
Or is leadership in your hands, as members of the organization; as voters and informed activists who placed me in 
the position?   Only a small percentage of you voted to elect me as president, does that make me a leader, or not?  

So I am talking here on a small scale as I contemplate the rapidly growing support of the public for LGBT people having the right, 
under our constitution that, we can legally marry.   This right comes with all the benefits-- 1001 of them--, and all the protections and 
obligations of legal marriage.  I just heard of a same sex couple legally married in a different state from where they now live.   In order 
for them to divorce, they must re-establish residency in that distance state.  No picking up stakes and moving on when one is legally 
married!  “The good the bad and the ugly”, one might say.  And we as LGBT people are up to it?

Back to leadership;  does this growth in public support come from President Obama saying the words? Or did the “words” come from 
four states in the last election in which the people voted in support of LGBT people having their right to marry entered into state law?  
Kind of the Chicken and the Egg question.  And though, in my old age I am a great cynic around politics, etc, and often think that the 
people are the last in “the food chain of power”, particularly are those who are living in poverty and are those who live as a minority 
population, I have to give the role of leadership to the people.  Starting out with the few, those most courageous, informed, and willing, 
who provide a model for the rest of us to also be courageous and informed, and pretty soon even the shyest and least informed of us are 
marching to that tune of equality.   

I just watched a film called “Live Free or Die” about out gay male Gene Robinson’s controversial election as an Episcopal Bishop 
of New Hampshire.  This election caused a deep rift in the Episcopal Church across the world.  The United States Episcopal 
“conflagration” of Episcopal power, voted in support of Bishop Robinson and other LGBT people being eligible for such position of 
power in the church. 

What I saw was a Bishop Robinson as a  gentle loving man of faith and trust in humanity, who willingly and courageously took a 
position at the forefront of a movement of change:  a leader.  One person, who brought into the light a long established institution for 
centuries who did stuff only one way, and only representative of selected and privileged segments of humanity. 

So where’s my ask in this letter to you? Usually with the privilege I have to write to you every month I close with an ask.  So here it 
is, better late than never.  Think about possibility! Think about where you fit into that concept of our humanity, and perhaps there is an 
opportunity of leadership buried somewhere in the concept of possibility.

Later, Penny 

PS:  “Live Free or Die” will be shown on WKAR on May 23rd, at 8 PM.  As Pres. of LAHR, I will be participating on a panel 
discussing the movie after the showing.  Stay tuned. p

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued from page 1)

Matthew Shepard

Equality Michigan

 

GUNS
Are Not the Answer!

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice, 
working for peace and justice in the Lansing area.

 

Donations Welcome
www.glnawi.org 

The Perry v. Hollingsworth case challenges the constitutionality 
of discriminatory “Prop 8” legislation in California that eliminated 
the right for same-sex couples to marry in California. The Windsor 
vs. United States case challenges Section 3 of the DOMA, which 
excludes same-sex couples from the federal protections and benefits 
automatically granted to other married couples. The Supreme Court 
is scheduled to hear oral arguments in the cases on March 26 and 27.

“Equality Michigan is proud to be joining 27 of our colleague 
organizations in 23 diverse states where the laws do not currently 
reflect the growing support for LGBT issues. Laws like the ironically 
titled Defense of Marriage Act delegate LGBT people to second-
class status and are not only unconstitutional, but harmful to every 
American.  Equality Michigan calls on the Supreme Court to make 
the most of this opportunity to further dismantle these systems of 
discrimination,” said Emily Dievendorf, Equality Michigan’s director 
of policy.
Equality Michigan has been engaged in the struggle for marriage 
equality in Michigan since our effort to defeat the 2004 ballot 
initiative which prohibits equal relationship recognition in the state’s 
constitution. This past fall the organization launched its “Respect 
for Families and Marriage” campaign to raise awareness of the 
issue and build momentum for repeal of the 2004 constitutional 
amendment and eventual equal marriage recognition under the law. 
Gregory Varnum  
gregory@equalitymi.org  • 313-537-7000 x105

I had the opportunity to see Judy Shepard at 
an event at MSU over ten years ago.  At that 
event the Matthew Shepard Story brought 
forth a very emotional feeling.  Here it is 
more than ten years later in LCC’s Dart 
Auditorium and that emotional feeling was 
still very much present.

The setting for this show was Laramie, 
Wyoming in 2008.  The cast and crew did an 
excellent job bringing Laramie to Lansing.  
See picture.  LAHR Vice President, Frank 
Vaca, also deserves a thank you for helping 
to promote this event on the LAHR list 
service and this newsletter.  

One last comment about the show – it was 
depressing to learn about the attempts by 
people to try to confuse the facts, distort the 
story and rewrite history.  I couldn’t help 
but wonder if during the next ten years, if 
some of the people in Steubenville, Ohio 
will behave similar to some of the people 
in Laramie, Wyoming and try to rewrite 
history.  The truth of the Matthew Shepard 
Story thankfully continues!
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Overcoming a Bad 
Boss

I’m sure many of you 
out there have had a 
bad boss at one time or 

another.  In my day, I have had some pretty 
crappy ones!  Luckily, I don’t have one right 
now.

Think about something for a minute. What’s 
the one thing that was consistent with all the 
bad bosses you had?  You know what it was?  
I guarantee it was how you dealt with him (or 
her).  It’s easy to blame a bad boss on your 
own performance.  You get a bad review 
because you have a bad boss, right? Wrong!

As I said, I have had some bad ones in my 
day. The one thing you have to remember 
about a bad boss is that, you will never 
change him.  So, the thing you have to 
do is change yourself.  The last person I 
considered a bad boss always told me, “To 
make yourself look good, you have to make 
me look good.”  Boy that would really 

Second Annual Art for Aids Auction - Lansing Community College 
Gay Straight Alliance will be holding an art auction. We are looking 

for those who want to purchase art and view art.

For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

make me mad.  I would say to myself, “why 
should I bust my butt to make you look 
good when you don’t do anything?”  What I 
eventually learned was he was right.

I learned a few really good lessons from him.  
The first was that I had to continue to bust 
my butt to make him look good.  It was true, 
when he looked good, I looked good.  The 
second thing I learned was that you should 
never allow someone’s poor performance to 
affect yours.  Often, when I saw he wasn’t 
doing his job, I would not worry about doing 
mine.  I mean, if he didn’t care, why should 
I?  That backfired on me.  It made me look 
bad for not doing my job.  Oh sure, he would 
look bad for not doing his too but, the only 
reason I looked bad is 
because I was angry 
with him.  He was 
reactive and I knew 
that.  

So, what I did was 
figure out what needed 
to be done, and do it 
before he went into a 
panic attack thinking it 
wasn’t done (meaning 
he hadn’t given it to 
me to do until it was 
overdue). Don’t you 

love when kids tell you they need something 
for school today at 7am? Yea, he was like 
that.

So, I learned many things that I still practice 
today.  I learned overcoming a bad boss 
takes a lot of inner reflection and realization 
that only YOU are in control of your future. 
It takes learning not to blame others for 
being passed over for promotions.  It takes 
changing yourself, not trying to change your 
supervisor.  No one else is going to toot your 
horn. You have to do it for yourself.

Tell me what you think. Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome. Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com .
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(Continued on page 6)

Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Marriage
The Prop 8 gay 
marriage case argues 
that banning gay 
marriage violates the 

Constitution’s guarantee of equal protection.  
But in a world in which 41 states still 
ban gay marriage, is it asking a lot of the 
courts—and especially of Justice Anthony 
Kennedy – to award gay couples the right to 
marry across the country?

The legal position of the Republican House 
of Representatives is in such tatters that 
a group of more than 130 conservatives 
filed a friend-of-the-court brief that boldly 
states that there is no “legitimate, fact-based 
justification for excluding same-sex couples 
from civil marriage.” 

These conservatives say that “over the 
past two decades,” they “have seen each 
argument against same-sex marriage 
discredited by social science, rejected 
by courts, and undermined by their own 

experiences with committed same-sex 
couples.”

A ruling that simply struck down Prop 8 
would be a real victory.

If the Supreme Court does not want to 
go all the way for gays, there are several 
smaller steps the Court can choose short of 
total marriage equality in all 50 states.  The 
Department of Justice laid them out in its 
own brief, which was historic because the 
Obama administration did not have to take 
a position in the case, yet opted instead to 
make a strong stand for gay rights. 

One possibility is for the Court to treat 
California differently from every other state 
because it legalized gay marriage in May 
2008, granted licenses to over 18,000 gay 
couples, and then took marriage equality 
away when Proposition 8 passed.  It’s the 
safest political ground to stand on.  

If the Court adopts this position, then the 
Michigan case of Bassett v. Snyder will 
have to be decided in favor of Bassett (our 
side) since the Michigan Public Employee 
Domestic Partner Benefit Restriction Act 
restricts public employers from granting 
family health insurance coverage to any 

person who lives with the public employee 
but is not married to the public employee, 
a dependent of the employee, or eligible to 
inherit from the employee under Michigan’s 
intestacy laws.  

And if the Supreme Court adopts the Justice 
Department’s approach to applying the 
standard of heightened scrutiny, the ruling 
could have implications for other important 
gay-rights efforts.   In order to overcome the 
heightened scrutiny test, it must be shown 
that the law being challenged furthers an 
IMPORTANT government interest in a way 
that is SUBSTANTIALLY RELATED to 
that interest. 

There is also a second happy ending which 
the Justice Department  now embraces.  This 
one is called the “eight-state solution.” The 
idea here is that California isn’t entirely on 
its own:  It’s like the eight other states that 
have granted full domestic partnership rights 
to gay couples, denying them the benefit 
of marriage in name only.  That’s not OK, 
constitutionally speaking, because there’s 
no IMPORTANT governmental reason for 
it—once you’ve approved everything but 
marriage, you must grant the whole shebang.
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April Friday Dinner Group 
Join Us For Dinner 
At Sultan’s And 
Tour The Msu 
Horticultural 
Gardens 

April 19th, 6:30 pm

by Gary Hicks, Host

The April LGBT dinner will be held at 
Sultan’s Mediterranean Restaurant, 4790 
Hagadorn Rd, East Lansing on Friday, 
April 19, at 6:30 pm. After dinner, diners 
will have the opportunity to visit the 
nearby MSU Horticultural Gardens located 
at 1066 Bogue Rd., near the railroad 
tracks.
 

Sixteen people, including five newcomers, 
enjoyed our March dinner at Charlie Kang’s, 
and most took a quick tour of the new Broad 
Museum after dinner.
 
All members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community, including students, are welcome 
and encouraged to attend these monthly 
dinners.  We usually average 12 to 16 
friendly people, and newcomers are always 
welcome!  Bring a partner/spouse, friend, 
family member or come on your own and 
meet some new people in our community. 
These informal dinners are usually held the 
third Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the Lansing area and provide an 
opportunity to socialize over a casual meal.

Please RSVP to Gary Hicks at 
garyhickslaw@aol.com  by 3 pm on Friday, 
April 19th if you plan to attend so we know 
how much seating to request.

A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? - Part 17
 

Remember, these legislators are no 
smarter than you are.  

They are just regular people.    
– Susan Green*

Let’s go back to Senate Bill 1063 and House 
Bill 5039.  These bills will dramatically 
affect you personally.  In 2012, Senator 
Rebekah Warren (D-Ann Arbor) introduced 
a proposed amendment to the Elliott-Larsen 
Civil Rights Act (Michigan) to prohibit 
discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender residents.  It is Senate Bill 
1063 (SB1063).  

House Bill 5039 (HB5039) threatens to 
undo a lot of the work we have done in 
Michigan regarding city ordinances.  It 
was introduced by Rep. Tom McMillin 
(R-Rochester).  If this bill passes, any 
ordinance, rule, regulation or policy in 
Michigan that protects sexual orientation or 
gender identity will be void.  This includes 
rules and regulations adopted by schools and 
community colleges.

In a previous article, I explained how 
to track the progress of a bill at www.
legislature.mi.gov.   From most computers, 
you can control click the link and the 
webpage will come up.  Both bills were 
introduced in legislative session 2011-2012.  
Now that we are in a new legislative session 
(2013-2014), you will not find these bills 
on the home page. On the home page, click 
“bills” in the left column, choose legislative 
session 2011-2012 and then insert the bill 
number (without the letters). Now the 
information comes up. 

You will see that the bill is still in the 
committee on government operations.  It has 
not been passed by the Senate or the House, 
nor has it been enrolled in the Senate.  Those 
areas are still grayed out.  You can see a 
copy of the bill by clicking HTML or PDF.  
If you click “friendly link” at the top, you 

can copy and paste the link into an e-mail or 
another document.  There is also a “printer 
friendly” link at the top.

Another way to search for the bill is 
as follows:  From the home page click 
“bills” in the left hand column; under “bill 
searches”, there are various choices.  Click 
“by sponsor” then click the down arrow 
and choose 2011-2012 since this bill was 
introduced in that session.  Click “change 
session.”  The representatives are listed 
on the left and the senators are listed on 
the right.  Scroll down and choose Senator 
Rebekah Warren and click “show sponsored 
items.”  Senator Warren introduced Senate 
Bill 1063.  If you scroll down you will 
see SB1063 of 2012, along with a brief 
description to the right.  At the bottom of 
each description is the status of that bill.  If 
you click “SB1063 of 2012” you will come 
to the status page for that bill.  

Now let’s look at the status of House Bill 
5039.  This is the bill that would undo all of 
the city ordinances we have fought for that 
prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation.  Follow the same instructions 
as you did for SB1063.  At the top of the 
page for House Bill 5039 click the sponsor’s 
name and you will find all the other bills 
introduced by this sponsor in Session 2011-
2012.  You can follow the same process to 
look up other bills by this sponsor.   House 
Bill 5039 is still in the committee on the 

judiciary.  If you click help at the top, you 
will see a help telephone number as well 
as a series of training videos.  The first two 
training videos, Searching for Bills from the 
Home Page and Overview of the Bills Page, 
might be particularly useful and interesting 
at this point.  (To be continued).  

*Susan Green was a wonderful teacher and 
lobbyist who came to Michigan to work on 
the 1985 attempt to amend the Michigan 
Civil Rights Act to prohibit discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation.  She was 
my mentor regarding lobbying and the 
legislative process.  She accomplished a 
great deal in her short life and we owe her a 
debt that we can only pay forward.    

(Continued on page 6)

(Continued from page 5)
Then & Now
Whatever option Justice Kennedy chooses 
for the court, I hope he harks back to his 
2001 case of Board of Trustees  v. Garrett.   
Here are Justice Kennedy’s opening 
lines: “Prejudice, we are beginning to 
understand, rises not from malice or hostile 
animus alone.  It may result as well from 
insensitivity caused by simple want of 
careful, rational reflection or from some 
instinctive mechanism to guard against 
people who appear to be different in some 
respects from ourselves.” 
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Marilyn and Penny
April 20
16 Years!

The Aftermath: What have 
we learned?
by Kate Miller, MSU Conference 
Organizer & LAHR Board Member

The Midwest BLGTA College Conference 
has come and gone. One of the biggest 
LGBTA events in the country, the largest 
LGBTA college event, hit our city like a 
tornado. What have we learned from this 
extraordinary event? What impact did this 
have on the Lansing community?

When planning a conference of this 
magnitude, one of the first thoughts an 
organizer has is: what impact is this going 
to have on the area? One of the hopes of 
the conference was to generally impact 
Lansing with a positive energy and bring 
a new life to its community. While that 
impact was seen for the few days the 
conference was in Lansing, it’s hard 
to say what it has done to the Lansing 
community. Where do we look to see what 
impact this conference has had?

The best answer is always: look within. 
The conference planners put forth an 
impressive effort to reach out to local 
businesses, groups, and organizations. 

Unfortunately, the majority of the people 
contacted were verbally supportive but 
financially could not follow through due 
to the economy. It was never a negative 
reason, but it was always a letdown when 
we couldn’t say we had the support of a 
business or an organization.

That’s not to say that we did not see an 
extreme amount of support from some 
groups. LAHR, Spiral, and the religious 
community were incredibly supportive 
as allies to the conference. Their support 
was vital in the early stages of the 
conference as the planners searched for 
financial aid. Without their support, the 
conference could not have moved swiftly 
forward. But even that support was from 
independent sources. The community 
wasn’t rallied, individual groups weren’t 
brought together.

So where does 
this leave us? In 
my opinion, we’re 
left with too many 
questions left 
unanswered. Ask 
the questions to 
yourself and think 
about this last 
question the most: 
What will it take to 
bring us together 
to support all of 
our community 
members?

(Continued from page 1)
Walking the Beat
CNN Radio recently did a moving story 
about a local woman on this topic.  Many 
of you may know Marie Wolfe and the 
story of how her children were taken 
from her seven years ago.  (See article 
entitled Michigan Mom’s Gay Adoption 
Heartbreak.)  For those of you not familiar 
with her story, here’s a link to the CNN 
Radio piece. 

http://cnnradio.cnn.com/2013/03/12/
michigan-moms-gay-adoption-
heartbreak/?hpt=us_bn5

(The more hits, likes, and positive 
comments the better to help promote this 
important topic.)
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It’s Your Life
by Steve Findley

Introduction

(Publisher’s Note -  I 
had the opportunity to 
meet Steve for coffee 
to discuss his new 

monthly column for the newsletter.  I hope 
you will find his column interesting and 
educational.  Welcome!!) 

It’s an honor to be included in a 
publication dedicated to human rights…
rights not always equitably distributed. I 
was reading an LGBT News introductory 
letter from 2009 from a former LGBT 
news contributor, one who like me is an 
ally, and I realized not much has changed 
in Michigan.  Especially concerning the 
estate planning and long term care needs 
of the LGBT community. 

My interest in writing for LGBT News 
stems from having so many friends in the 
community but personally, having two 

gay children, one of whom will be married 
in New York in September.I also had a 
wonderful time singing and performing 
with the Greater Lansing Gay Men’s 
Chorus for 2 years in the late 90s. If I can 
be an agent of change and/or a source of 
support for those I love, I’m here to do it.

Working in financial and retirement 
planning has also brought inequities 
related to the LGBT community to the 
forefront of my thinking. When looking at 
what can and cannot be accomplished with 

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

regard to financial planning and insurance 
I hope to be of service to readers of this 
publication.

In the coming months I will offer articles 
under the column, “It’s Your Life”. Please 
contact me should you have questions, 
concerns or advice.  I’m looking forward 
to getting to know you.

Steve Findley 
517-402-2582 
srfindley@nyl.com
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Out at Work
by Frank Vaca,
LAHR Vice President

A successful player
It is a kick to the 
stomach to ask for help 
with our weaknesses 

and improve our strengths. In our culture 
or human nature we just send people to the 
library and use a bunch of faults towards 
them as shade. Only if you can serve a 
purpose to us or provide us with something 
in return likes looking hot. I am guessing 
in good times or bad times try to stay with 
your friend’s side. Do not be so ashamed to 
include others into your inner circle.
 
I find it difficult to attend Suits and City 
Events cause it’s a social interacting and I 
do not do conversation well. Insert a great 
conversationalist opportunity at the literature 
table where doing less is okay as long as 
you do it very well. Someone took notice of 
my desire to draw in others from different 
communities for a goal. As long as I keep 
goal orientated they would be willing to 
help introduce other top players to me. 
They eventually want a resource center on 
campus or in the area. Volunteering with my 

The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

passion has kind of helped with me some 
development skills. 

I had the privilege of getting my letter 
accepted in the Lansing State Journal on 
Employment Non Discrimination Act and 
a remark of mine included in the city pulse 
about being out in Lansing but not my 
hometown. Who could be in small urban 
America? Where live and let live is the 
thesis statement of townsfolk?

I am a Diva who does not like to be 
identified but someone’s got to make a little 
noise. When you are too busy working 
for a living, trying to study, or scared to 
death. If you cannot judge them why not 
teach them? I know if I am known as joker, 
king, or queen that would get praise. Do 
not condemn those who are not righteous. 
For example the “Go, Go Boy” who taught 
us a valuable lesson on using Professional 
Workplace mail account to not find Grindr 
hookups. Is this not what those in congress 
deep in the closet did or do? It’s easily 
to throw stones really especially when 
someone can sell them as rock garden. 
While I am asking you to be honest about 
yourself, I guess I should also mention try to 
be the best LGBT person you can be, and do 
not loathe our community or yourself.

Email me at Vacaafrank@gmail.com  

(Continued from page 7)
Walking the Beat
On a personal note, I’m looking 
forward to the day that my partner is 
eligible to receive the same benefits 
as heterosexual spouses. For example, 
if I am killed in the line of duty, my 
partner will not receive federal or state 
death benefits that would otherwise go 
to a heterosexual spouse. In addition, 
my partner is not currently eligible to 
receive my retirement pension or social 
security benefits.   All we as committed 
couples want is to make sure that our 
spouses are taken care of in the event 
of our deaths.  Is this too much to ask?  
As law enforcement officers, gay and 
straight, we plan for the worst and hope 
for the best.  The job benefits are a small 
bit of comfort to the officers and their 
families.  It shouldn’t matter whether the 
officer is straight or gay; we all do the 
same dangerous job.

These are exciting times in our nation’s 
history and I will be following the outcome 
of the Supreme Court’s decision closely as I 
know you all will be!
Be safe!
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Michigan Mom’s Gay 
Adoption Heartbreak
by Tommy Andres, CNN

Marie Wolfe says she and her partner 
of four years, Becky, were as in love as 
any straight couple when they decided to 
start a family. Gay marriage is illegal in 
Michigan, but the couple exchanged rings 
and used a sperm donor so that Becky 
could get pregnant. Marie had always 
wanted kids, even before Becky, but 
couldn’t have them herself.

The couple became the proud parents of 
twins, a boy and a girl, and three months 
after they were born Becky (whose name 
has been changed to protect her identity) 
and Marie went before a Michigan judge. 
Becky absolved her parental rights and 
with the help of an adoption agency and 
the judge the two adopted the children 
together.

Marie says they were given a state-issued 
adoption certificate and a new birth 
certificate with both of their names on 
them. “When I had the adoption certificate 
in my hand and I realized it was official, it 
was legal, nothing was ever going to come 
between the children and I, I just felt like, 
I’m going to have the privilege of raising 
these two children for the rest of my life.”

But as in many relationships, the bind 
between Becky and Marie began to strain. 
When the children were just over a year 
old, the couple broke up. Becky took the 
children and left, and Marie called her 
lawyers to try and win partial custody.

But another Michigan judge named 
Richard Garcia was assigned the case, and 
he ruled that the adoption was invalid:  
“What this really was is what we call 
a fiction under the law. There was an 
attempt to create law where none exists. In 
Michigan, marriage is defined as marriage 
between a man and a woman. Some 
activist judges, quite frankly, decide they 

don’t like the law the way it is so they 
come up with a ruse to get around that 
situation.”

Last summer, a different lesbian couple 
sued the state of Michigan for the right to 
adopt the three children they are raising 
together. Michigan passed a constitutional 
amendment in 2004 banning gay marriage. 
Only individuals and married couples 
are allowed to adopt, so the lawsuit 
encompassed the ban on marriage as well.

Last week the judge presiding over the 
Michigan case decided to suspend his 
ruling until the Supreme Court rules on 
the constitutionality of the Defense of 
Marriage Act, or DOMA. Arguments in 
that case will be heard later this month. A 
decision is expected this summer.

Marie Wolfe (LAHR’s good friend) is 
paying extra attention to the Michigan 
ruling. This is her story, which has been 
told on CNN Radio
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 

Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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