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Attend Important  
Town Hall
 
by Frank Vaca, LAHR Vice President

Your attendance at an important event is 
needed.  LAHR and LAHR PAC are hosting 
a town hall meeting to allow the LGBT 

community and others concerned about the rights of Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered people to meet the candidates 
who will be on the November ballot and to ask them important 
questions.

This important Town Hall will be held:

Thursday September 20, 2012
7 pm - 9 pm
Tripper’s Bar
350 Frandor Ave
Lansing, MI 48912 

Members of the community are encouraged to come at 6:00 and 
have dinner and to thank Tripper’s for letting us use this space.

There are a number of current political issues affecting the 
LGBT community such as women’s reproductive right, health 

Michigan Pride Fall Happenings
 
by Nicholas Sekmistrz, Michigan Pride

Michigan Pride is pleased to announce a terrific 
addition to our lineup of fall festivities!  The 1st 
Annual Michigan Pride Ride will be held on Saturday, 
September 15, 2012. Regardless of what type of 
motorcycle you or your friends own, this event will give 
you a chance to ride with your fellow bikers and make 
new friends with others who share your passion to ride. 

Registration is $20 per rider or $30 for rider and a 
passenger and includes a Pride Ride t-shirt. At 11 a.m., 
the ride will depart from Harry’s Place Grill located 
at 404 North Verlinden Street in Lansing and take 
riders on a 100 mile course around the greater Lansing 
area.  Riders will return to Harry’s at approximately 
5p.m.where  DJFudgie will be kicking off the ride post 
party forriders and cagers (non-bikers) alike.  

MSU 
Homecoming 
Excitement
 
by Bill Beachler, MSU Host

Football and homecoming are just around 
the corner.  With Iowa coming to town and 
MSU predicted to have another winning 
team, there is excitement in the air in 
East Lansing.  The MSU GLBT Alumni 
Association is expecting this excitement to 
also be present at our seventh annual MSU 
Homecoming party / reception on Friday 

AIDS WALK Lansing/East Lansing
 
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

JUST DAYS AWAY: PLEASE JOIN US!

Start a Team! More  
Critical Now than Ever!

Sunday, September 23, 2012

On Sunday, September 23, 2012, AIDS Walk Michigan 
Lansing/East Lansing will be held at Valley Court Park 
in East Lansing (behind People’s Church). Registration begins at 10:00 AM 
and the Walk will kick-off at 1:00 PM.  

This year’s walk may be one of the most critical in recent years. Not only are AIDS Service 
Organizations such as LAAN looking at decreased funding while need continue to increase, but 
it is equally critical that the community understand that AIDS has not gone away, the need still 
exists, and that supporters remain passionate about the cause. For both of these reasons LAAN 
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Loving Reader, 

As I write this, I am overcome with the concept of hate.  I have just read in the NCLR: Out for Justice Blog, 
(Aug. 7, 2012) of a student being expelled from the Indianapolis Public Schools, to Protect him from the 
relentless anti-gay bullying he suffered.   Though, in an act of compassion-- yeah, right!--He has been re-
admitted to an alternative school for “students who cannot adjust to a traditional school setting.”  OMG!  
Blame the victim, déjà vue, all over again. 

In the words of the National Center for Lesbian Rights, NCLR, senior lawyer, “It is shameful that the Indianapolis 
Public Schools still has not accepted responsibility for failing to provide a safe environment for Dynasty.”  Dynasty Young is the 
student who is gay and gender non-conforming and “cannot adjust”.  He has been unable to “adjust” to students telling the teacher they 
wouldn’t sit next to “that fag”, being subjected to haters spitting and throwing rocks and bottles at him on his way home from school.  

Young and his mother consistently reported relentless harassment to school administrators, who did nothing to protect him: 
nothing to hold the perpetrators accountable: nothing to prevent it from happening again to Dynasty and others.  With no relief 
in sight Dynasty used a self-protection flash light that emits a loud noise to ward off an attack by six students surrounding him.   
They ran away. Dynasty was expelled. 

I hate this! I hate, hate, hate that this happens. 

 My six year old grandson likes to wear dresses. He loves dressing up in princess dresses, has them all, from Snow White to Ariel.  
He asks Marilyn and me what is our favorite color of dress to wear.  We tell him we have a favorite color but we don’t prefer to 
wear dresses.  He can’t understand that we who can safely wear dresses whenever we want would prefer not to do so.  

His mom, so smart, so loving, explains to him that the dresses are for dress-up, and little-boy- clothes are for school.  He still, though, 
wants to paint his fingernails, and even has progressed to wanting to wear eye shadow.  On the first day of kindergarten he wore a purple 
barrette in his hair.  Five- year- old girls and mostly boys taunted him.  “Boys don’t wear barrettes”, they said, laughing and pointing.  
Fortunately the teacher, a male, intervened and in a circle explained to the young students about individual tastes and preferences, that 
difference is to be appreciated and in fact are good for everybody.  The next day the teacher wore a barrette to school. 
 
If a kid is the object of ridicule in kindergarten, what is the portent of things to come for other young people?

So I Googled hate.  To combat hate this is what I got from my search. (Now mind you, it is my own hate and the hate of those 
that hate me that I am in a twit about.) Tolerance is a combatant of hate.  Am I to tolerate the hate in others and myself?  Hell no!   
Are they to merely tolerate me?  I don’t think so, but I guess it’s better than a stick in the eye.   Then there is education, another 
tried and true strategy against hate, as well as exposing the myths haters perpetuate against those they hate. Haters are stupid: will 
they care about being educated, and about the exposure of the lies they are being told? I am caring about those things.  I am not 
stupid, and yet still I hate, hate.    

My combatant against hate:  Engaged activism and support of organizations that combat hate politically, in the courts, and with 
education. Support them with your time and money.  Ask me off- line and I will suggest some.  Start with LAHR, your local 
LGBT advocacy organization, and progress as you are able to national organizations.   We need you.  After all our lives, and the 
lives of those who follow us, depend upon it.  
 
Sincerely, Penny
 

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued from page 1)
AIDS Walk
invites you to “Walk the Walk”! Please be 
cognizant of that old adage; and “Don’t 
just talk the talk, but walk the walk!”  
Funds for AIDS Walk Michigan come from 
a variety of sources. Individuals and teams 
participating in the 5k Walk secure pledges 
from friends, family members and their 
communities. Corporate contributions and 
sponsorships (cash or in-kind donations) from 
area businesses are also donated. 

AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing receives 
tremendous support from many community 
partners including the LGBT community.  
The community has generously supported 
the Walk through Individual Walkers and 
Walk Teams.  The past support provided by 
Mi-GOAL (Michigan Gay Officers Action 
League), LanSing OUT, and the Equality 
Band of Michigan, has been extremely 
helpful.  In addition to performing at past 
events, both the chorus and the band groups 
have served as In-Kind Sponsors.  The 
Chorus has assumed the enormous task of 
providing a luncheon after the walk for over 
400 individual walkers.  The Band had taken 
responsibility for providing a breakfast prior 
to the walk.  The Michigan Gay Officers 
Action League (MI-GOAL) officially 
joined the event as a well represented Walk 
Team several years and has routinely raised 
approximately $2,000 each year. Michigan 
Pride in partnership with LAAN will also 
be hosting their Red Party in support of HIV 
Awareness and Advocacy with a portion of 
the evening’s proceeds benefitting the Walk.

There are a number of strong community 
partnerships that make AIDS Walk successful 
each year. Officially hosted by Evans 
Scholars of Michigan State University for 
the past 15 years, the local service oriented 
fraternity provides extensive assistance in 
all phases of the fundraising event.  LAAN 
is deeply appreciative of those monumental 
efforts and grateful for the support provided 
by this year’s event sponsors; Williams Auto 
World and Fifth Third Bank

The funds generated by each Walk are 
committed to HIV/AIDS education, 
prevention and awareness programs. It is 
important to know that all of the money 
collected by a community remains in that 
community to support local HIV services. For 
LAAN, AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing 
helps to not only raise donated funds to 

help underwrite the costs associated with 
programs and services but also helps to raise 
community awareness about HIV/AIDS. It 
is important to know that for the last three 
funding cycles, LAAN has provided care 
services to those individuals living with 
HIV at a rate 0f 10% more than it is funded 
for. Funded to provide care services to 305 
individuals, LAAN has already provided 
services to 337 at the time of this writing.  At 
the time that you read this, it is estimated that 
LAAN will have provided services to nearly 
350 individuals. You can understand the need!

Having successfully endeavored to create a 
more festive occasion in 2010 and 2011 for 
AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing, LAAN 
is intent on broadening those efforts this 
year.  Always a family friendly event, LAAN 
will enhance that experience by having 
both a kiddie station and a doggie station 
again this year.  Both will feature treats and 
refreshments for children as well as canine 
family members.  Clownie K will be making 
a return visit this year, complete with her 
colorful balloon creations.  The event will 
again be emceed by Tim Barron, WLMI, 
92.9 FM with much entertainment.  The East 
Lansing Farmers Market was a welcome 
neighbor to the event last year with a lot 
of cross patronage.  LAAN is expanding 
an opportunity for clients to share their 
concept of Living with HIV with original 
art pieces in Positive Expressions Exhibit 
Area. Some of those items will be offered 
for sale. As always, there is the opportunity 
for organizations to set up booths to display 
materials, provide entertainment, or share 
community information.

If you would like to register as an Individual 
or organize a Walk Team to represent your 
organization, you may create your own Walk 
Web Page and recruit or raise money for your 
team online. Friends, families, coworkers and 
supporters can pledge money by cash or by 
making an on-line donation via credit card on 
your individual home page.  It is fun, it is easy 
and it’s all for a great cause! 

Join us for a wonderful event at AIDS 
Walk Lansing/East Lansing 2012.  You 
may contact Jacob Distel at the LAAN 
office, 517-394-3719, Ext. 13. for more 
information about the event or to discuss 
the opportunity to set up a booth.  You can 
also check out the Walk website: www.
aidswalkmichigan.org, simply scrolling to 
the Lansing/East Lansing page.

The 3rd Annual Red Party will take 
place on Saturday, September 22 at 
8 p.m. in Lansing’s Old Town.  The 
Red Party is our annual celebration for 
AIDS/HIV awareness and advocacy.  
As in past years, we will be partnering 
this event with the Lansing Area AIDS 
Network (LAAN).    The Red Party is 
your opportunity to support LAAN and 
Michigan Pride by dancing the night 
away in your best red autumn apparel.  
One $10 wristband is your passport 
to free cover at Spiral, Esquire, and 
the Grand Café. LAAN’s outreach 
staff will be present to answer your 
questions concerning HIV/AIDS and 
they will also be providing party 
handouts.  A portion of the event 
proceeds will be donated to LAAN.

Next month marks the return of 
the Michigan Pride Flannel Fest on 
Saturday, October 6 at 8 p.m. Flannel 
Fest will take place across the street 
from Spiral at the Party Barn located 
at 309 Clinton Street. Outrageous fun 
is the name of the game at Flannel 
Fest with happy hour drink specials 
and surprises,  bobbing for lappels 
(not apples), and our annual Flannel 
Feeling attire contest.  A special 
performance by acclaimed singer and 
songwriter Ronnie Nyles is guaranteed 
to keep the fall flannel vibe alive 
through the night.  Audio and video 
clips of Ronnie are available at her 
webpage, ronnienyles.com. We can’t 
wait to see you all flannelled up.

Please be sure to check out the 
michiganpride.org website or our 
Facebook page for additional event 
information.  Also, don’t forget to read 
next month’s LAHR newsletter to get 
the latest information on Michigan 
Pride.

Have a great September and see you 
with Pride.

(Continued from page 1)
Michigan Pride
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Who is going to get 
your vote
Well, it’s almost over. 
The election is just 
around the corner. Soon 

the course of our country for the next four 
years will be set in motion. The question is, 
will it move forward or backward?

Now, the answer to that question varies 
depending on who you ask. Most Democrats 
will say we can only move forward 
if Obama is re-elected. Of course the 
Republicans will say we can only move 
forward if Romney is elected. I think the 
latter group is fooling themselves.

We had eight years of this agenda and 
looked where it got us? I guess I’m just 
not informed as to the philosophy of the 
Republicans. I just can’t figure out how 
cutting taxes for the rich, cutting programs 
for the poor and seniors, and stepping 
backwards on reproductive rights will help 
the country?  I don’t understand how that 

will create jobs?  I don’t understand how that 
will fix the economy?  I don’t understand 
ANY of it.  Why anyone other than a rich, 
white man would vote Republican these 
days is beyond my comprehension.

The truth is, there are a lot of people that 
believe the Republican philosophy is right 
for the country.  Many people will simply 
vote Republican because they love guns and 
hate gays.  Many people will simply vote 
Democrat because they hate guns and love 
gays. Many of these people will be swayed 
by their philosophy and think that they are 
right. Many simply hate Obama and think 
he is the next Hitler or something and want 
him out of office no matter who is running 
against him.

I will say that Romney’s choice as a VP is 
interesting. Many “Christian Conservatives” 
didn’t think he was Christian Conservative 
enough.  Paul Ryan fits the bill.  He is VERY 
Christian Conservative.  Unfortunately, he 
is crazy as many of the others but, not AS 
crazy. He’s a good solid choice for Romney 
to polarize his base. The question is, has 
he now scared off the Independent voters?  
Many people think he has.  Romney seemed 
to be more of a moderate than the others 
and was swaying many Independent voters.  

Now, the pendulum 
has swung back to 
the extreme.

As I said two years 
ago when the 
Republicans “took 
back” the House, 
there has been a 
virtual roadblock 
to getting anything 
done. Obama got 
more done to help 

(Continued on  
page 14)

(Continued on  
page 7)

Hyatt Hotels The Worst
from the Internet

When the LGBT community and labor 
stand together, we can win. We saw it 
over thirty-five years ago in the fight 
against Coors brewing, when we stood 
as one to fight back against racism, 
sexism and anti-worker attitudes-- 
successfully. We have roots in 
effectively working together to achieve 
equality and social justice for all 
people. Today we urge you to continue 
in that spirit by standing in solidarity 
with housekeepers who are fighting to 
end abuses at work.

Join Pride at Work, National Gay 
& Lesbian Task Force, National 
Stonewall Democrats & the National 
Black Justice Coalition and vote 
Hyatt the worst hotel employer in 
America. Why? Hyatt has replaced 
career housekeepers with temp 
workers earning minimum wage. Hyatt 
housekeepers’ heavy workload has led 
to permanent pain and injuries. Hyatt 
has harassed and fired women who 
have spoken out about indignities and 
abuse at work. And, Hyatt even turned 
heat lamps on workers protesting these 
conditions during a brutal heat wave in 
Chicago.  

The lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgnder community and labor have 
a long history of standing in solidarity 
with labor. We’ve seen it in our 
struggles to win inclusive contracts, 
winning domestic partner benefits 
and standing up against employers 
discriminating against workers. In 
recent decades, housekeepers have 
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Pastor Jody
by Rev. Jody Betten
 
Peacemaking as 
Individuals

As I write this I 
am attending a 
conference with the 

Mennonite Peace Center on conflict 
mediation skills… yes, in the church 
we have conflict (I’m sure you’re 
not surprised).  I imagine these 
skills will be helpful as I pastor faith 
communities; but I imagine already 
the implications for my own life as a 
peacemaker and for individuals who 
are willing to practice these skills.  
So I’ll just share one thing I learned 
which, as I reflect, seems very obvious 
but often hard to put into practice. 
 
One consideration in any conflict is 
that healing in the relationship must 
often occur before any resolution 
may be possible.  As people talk face 
to face about the hurts and pain they 

For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

have experienced and feel heard and 
then take responsibility for their share 
of the conflict, a resolution may be 
possible.  The work of mediating 
conflict has to do with having people 
talk to one another, share the impact 
of the situation in their own lives and 
confess their own responsibility for 
the way things are.  When people can 
come together and share from their 
hearts, when people are willing to 
recognize the ways they may have 
contributed to the dispute that exists, 
then it may be possible to discover 
similar needs or interests that, if 
addressed, may lead to new insights 
into solving the problem.

As a pastor I often remind people 
not to forgive too quickly.  Hurts 
that are real deserve to be heard and 
addressed.  On the other hand, I often 
challenge people to look at themselves 
realistically to explore what they 
might have done differently and need 
to admit or confess.  None of us is 
perfect and the first step in getting 
another to talk openly about a problem 
may be to name the hurt and confess 

one’s own complicity. 

The next step is to listen carefully for 
the other’s hurt, to indicate that you 
have heard the hurt, and be willing to 
express regret for your part in the hurt.  
It is amazing what can happen, how 
many relationships are healed, how 
many disputes resolved, how many 
situations de-escalate when we simply 
talk honestly with one another.  

Peacemaking can simply be taking the 
first step.  Will you join me on this 
journey?  

Pastor Jody
Edgewood United Church, UCC
www.edgewooducc.org 

Attend Our LAHR Annual Meeting
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The LAHR Annual Meeting will be 
held in conjunction with the Lansing 
AIDS Walk.  On Sunday, September 
23, 2012, the Lansing Area AIDS 
Network (LAAN) will again host its 
annual AIDS Walk.  As LAHR has 
done for several years, the Annual 
Meeting will be held outside, weather 

permitting, at Valley Court Park in East Lansing following 
the AIDS Walk lunch – usually around 2:30 p.m.

LAHR encourages you to attend the AIDS Walk and hear 
the LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus, the Equality Band of 
Michigan and other activities (see front page article for 
more information).

At the LAHR Annual Meeting, we will be electing people 
to the LAHR Board of Directors and all LAHR members 
are encouraged to attend and vote.  We currently have 
a couple of vacancies and would like to have YOU join 
our Board.  If you have questions or are interested please 
contact our President, Penny Gardner, at  484-4512 or 
email marydrpenny@yahoo.com or myself at 337-1419 or 
email beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .
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A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? 
Part 14

The best way out is always through.
- Robert Frost

As of August 2012, the following cities, 
townships and villages have ordinances 
that prohibit discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation:

Ann Arbor  9:150…

Birmingham  66-36…

Dearborn Heights  2-581…

Detroit  27-4-1…

Village of Douglas  91.01…

East Lansing  22-31…

Ferndale  28-1…

Flint  2-19.2 . . .

Grand Ledge – policy – not legally 
enforceable

Grand Rapids  1341…

Huntington Woods  Chapter 19?  Not 
available online yet.

Kalamazoo  18-1, Articles I and II

Lansing  297.01…

Mt. Pleasant  Title XVII, Chapter 170.01 
. . .

Saginaw  93.01…

Saugatuck  130.03…

Saugatuck Township  2-251…

Traverse City  605.01…

Ypsilanti  58-61…

Each ordinance is different and some do 
not cover all aspects of discrimination.  To 
see the actual ordinances online, you can 

search for the city (or village or township), 
then search within that city website for 
the above ordinance number.  Or a good 
resource is www.pridesource.com If 
you know of an ordinance that I have 
overlooked, please let me know.  You can 
email the information to sissonlawyer@
att.net 

No news yet on Michigan House Bill 
5039, which would undo all of our city 
ordinances.  Also no news regarding 
Michigan Senate Bill 1063, which would 
amend Elliot-Larsen to include “sexual 
orientation, gender identity or expression.”  
You can track these and any other 
Michigan legislation at www.legislature.
mi.gov .  Just enter the bill number with 
no letters.  
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Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison 
Officer

Mortgage Fraud
 
Over the past 
decade, Mortgage 
Fraud has been 
one of the fastest 
growing white 
collar crimes in 

the United States.  The investigation 
and prosecution of Mortgage Fraud 
has become one of the top priorities of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  
While it is not a “high profile” crime, 
it impacts all of us more than almost 
any other type of crime.  Mortgage 
Fraud makes it harder for ordinary 
people to borrow money and adversely 
effects property values which in turn 
hurts infrastructure like schools and 
neighborhoods.

Mortgage Fraud is defined 
as: a material misstatement, 
misrepresentation, or omission relied 
upon by an underwriter or lender to 
fund, purchase, or insure a loan.  There 
are two types of Mortgage Fraud: 
fraud for property and fraud for profit.  

Fraud for property usually involves the 
borrower as the perpetrator on a single 
loan.  The borrower makes a few 
misrepresentations, usually inflating 

income, disclosing less personal 
debt, or inflating property value.  The 
borrower wants the property and 
intends to repay the loan.  Sometimes 
industry professionals are involved in 
coaching the borrower to ensure that 
they qualify for the loan.

The more egregious type, fraud for 
profit, involves mortgage industry 
professionals.  There are generally 
multiple loan transactions with 
several financial institutions involved.   
These frauds include numerous gross 
misrepresentations including:

• Inflated income

• Inflated assets

• Inflated collateral

• Fictitious employment is reported, 
and then falsely verified by co-
conspirators

• False documents are created 

• Appraiser inflates the value of the 
property

• Straw buyer is used to purchase 
property

A straw buyer is a person who 
willingly gives out their profile 
information and personal details to 
people who want to obtain mortgage 
loans and have no intention of ever 
living in that property.  A straw buyer 
will do this as a favor, for gifts or for 

commission.  A straw buyer can also 
be a victim of identity theft.  In this 
case, the straw buyer does not know 
that he is one.

In the former case, the straw buyer 
completely knows what he is doing, 
and is doing it willingly in the first 
place.  They are taking money for 
selling their profile literally.  There 
can be two legal implications for this.  
One is that being a straw buyer is 
illegal, and is a punishable crime.  The 
other one is mortgage fraud because 
they are buying a house that they will 
not live in. This amounts to occupancy 
fraud.  They are cheating the mortgage 
company in two ways.  One is by 
lending the profile and the other is 
lying about their intent to live on the 
property they are purchasing.  

In Lansing, we’re doing something 
about this.  A Mortgage Fraud Task 
Force has been created that includes 
investigators from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the United 
States Secret Service, the United 
States Postal Inspection Service, the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, the Michigan Attorney 
General’s Office and the Lansing 
Police Department.  

While Fraud generally doesn’t garner 
the resources or media attention 
of other criminal activity, it is 
nonetheless, a crime that deserves 
increased law enforcement attention.  
After all,  Al Capone was directly or 
indirectly responsible for hundreds 
of violent criminal acts and was 
ultimately convicted of…..fraud. 

stood shoulder to shoulder with the 
LGBT community in the fight against 
AIDS and against anti-gay legislation, 
like Prop 8 in California. 

Today, we can continue the important 
work that was started decades ago 
between the labor movement and 
the LGBT rights movement. We are 
stronger together than alone when 
combating wealthy individuals and 
corporations who stand in the way 
of achieving full civil and economic 
equality.

(Continued from page 4)
Hyatt
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For our children, 
in the United States and Afghanistan

Out of Afghanistan Now! 
The war brings Afghan children death, injury, 
devastated communities, and the loss of parents 
and siblings. The war also robs American 
children of parents and siblings – as well as 
diverting billions of dollars that could be spent 
on food, health care, education, and housing.

End this Endless War
 

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice, 
working for peace and Justice in the Lansing area. 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Out at Work
by Frank Vaca, 
LAHR Vice President 

Be Out and Bold
 
What is this world 
coming to when 
veteran services 
should be placed on 

your resume but a Gay Straight Alliance 
leadership should not? It’s a shame if you 
busted your butt assembling, advertising, 
and constructing an event fundraiser? 
A friend of mine had the displeasure of 
getting their resume checked over at LCC.  
When faculty member mentioned it would 
not be a good idea to place info on such 
things as GSA. They are heavily involved 
now in other activities.  Fair enough. Yet I 
am worried if it’s an impression for most 
to avoid school activities which society 
might deem reckless on resume?

How do I deal with it is by having my 
GSA adviser be one of my references. 
Who else can say I am dedicated, can be 

on time, and work well with others? This 
extra-curricular activity has pretty much 
saved me from gloom and Gus. The false 
ideas like I am not social, cannot deal with 
a deadline, or cannot motivate people. 
Wish Corporate America would get off on 
sexual explicit when there is work to be 
done.

How do you deal with Negative people 
who say crap about LGBT community? 
Someone I have to deal with on a regular 
basis was making fun of someone because 
the person could be gay.  He said it in 
front of me.  I didn’t go off but I did tell 
him things that allowed him to see my 
stance on the issue.  He at least stopped 
talking about it. 

Unfortunately, I take crap from a lot of 
people which I should not. This is a fault 
of my sugar coating and everyone is 
supposed to be nice attitude. Interpersonal 
communication course has taught me you 
start off with a consequence argument and 
you need to finish with assertiveness. The 
intent on making them stops saying mean 
things about the person.  It’s a practice 
makes perfect.

Why did the chicken cross the road? They 
were trying to get away from the Chick-
fil-A arguments? Let it just be a lesson 
that big business are spending money on 
unfair practices. Is it up to the coworker 
on knowing where their butter is coming 
from? In my opinion we do point fingers a 
lot on bad gays for greed and corruption. 

Okay so what are your thoughts on LGBT 
business? Let me know at  vacaafrank@
gmail.com . 

A Sad Month
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Our LGBT community has experienced 
two unexpected deaths in the past month.  
Dennis Faucher passed away on July 14, 
2012, and Tim Knight passed away on 
August 7, 2012.

We received an email from Tim on July 
20th providing us as he had done so many 
times over the years with the information 
to announce his anniversary.  We didn’t 
receive it in time for the August issue, 
so we had planned to include it belated 
this month.  Tim and his partner John 
Griffith would have celebrated their 35th 
anniversary on August 19, 2012.

Tim has been a member of LAHR almost 
since the very beginning.  He was LAHR’s 
second President serving in 1981-82 
as included in LAHR’s history on our 
excellent website at www.lahronline.
org .  Tim graduated from Michigan 
State University and had a 40 year career 
in MSU’s Residential and Hospitality 
Services Division.  There was a large and 
wonderful gathering of family, friends, 
and colleagues at the Kellogg Hotel and 
Conference Center.

Dennis was a voice within the LGBT 
community and social network for 
many years.  His smile at many Suits 
And The City gatherings will be greatly 
missed.  Dennis was also a graduate 
from Michigan State University and was 
an administrator at the Burcham Hills 
Health Centers for over 20 years.  There 
was an exceptionally large, joyful and 
positive memorial mass at St. Casimir 
Roman Catholic Church in Lansing.
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Labor Unions Unite 
Against DOMA

submitted by Joe 
Marutiak, LAHR 
Treasurer 

In 1996 congress 
passed the so called 
Defense of Marriage 
Act (DOMA) which 
allows a state to 

refuse to recognize other states’ same 
sex marriages and which denies federal 
benefits to same sex couples.  In February 
a federal District Judge ruled that DOMA 
was unconstitutional.   The issue is now 
before the 9th Circuit Appeals Court.  The 
Obama administration has withdrawn any 
administrative defense of this heinous law 
but Republicans and other groups filed 
an appeal.    Recently the country’s major 
labor unions offered their support to the 
LGBT community by filing friend of the 
court briefs asking the Appeals Court to 
also rule DOMA is unconstitutional.
The brief was filed by the AFL-CIO, 
Change to Win (CTW) and the National 
Education Association (NEA).   The brief 
argues that DOMA limits worker’s rights 
by:

1. Preventing same sex spouses from 
getting healthcare benefits  

2. Denying same sex spouses benefits 
when one of them becomes sick 

3. Denying social security and tax 
benefits from same sex spouses 

4. Changing immigration law and 
preventing some same sex spouses 
from working and  remaining in the 
country legally.  

The AFL CIO and other labor 
organizations have supported LGBT 
worker rights for a number of years.  The 
union philosophy of “an injury to one is an 
injury to all” supports this effort.

Primary 
Election 
Results
by Bill Beachler, 
LAHR PA

Michigan’s Primary 
Election caused many within the greater 
Lansing area LGBT community some 
trouble voting due to the fact that there 
were so many positive rated candidates.  
In years past, we were grateful to see a few 
positive candidates.  Times have improved 
greatly!!

LAHR PAC rated 143 candidates, 
including races within Ingham, Eaton 
and Clinton counties.  There were 56 
candidates rated positive or at least 
partially positive on the ballot.

There were 101 candidates selected to 
be on the ballot in November.  Here is a 
breakdown of their ratings:  2 Extremely 
Positive candidates (both Democrats, 
Meadows and McGrain), 14 Very Positive 
(all Democrats), 18 Positive (2 Republican 

@ Everybody Reads book and stuff

Address: 

2019 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing MI 48912

For more information:

Please contact John Vaca
Vacaafrank@gmail.com

Join face book page:

TheClosetLgbtBookClub

and 16 Democrat), 4 Mixed (3 Republican, 
1 Democrat), 5 Negative (all Republican), 
7 Very Negative (all Republican) 1 No 
Rating (1 Republican missed receiving a 
survey.) and 49 Ignored Questionnaire (33 
Republican, 16 Democrat - most of these 
are Clinton or Eaton county commissioner 
candidates).  There is a difference between 
the two political parties, but of course, the 
LGBT community has known that for a 
long time.

At the state level, Equality Michigan 
Pride PAC endorsed candidates showed 
impressive wins in the Primary.  An 
unprecedented, 11 of 17 of their endorsed 
candidates won their races decisively and 
one of their endorsed candidates holds a 
lead in a race that’s too close to call. That 
is an astounding percentage of 71% of 
their candidates winning in their primary 
contests.  Pride PAC notes that extreme 
lawmakers and even unelected public 
servants have been steadily stepping-
up attacks on gay and transgender 
Michiganders and their families as well as 
on women, public workers like teachers 
and police and fire personnel and union 
members. If we are going to stem and 
reverse this tide of extremism, we must 

put lawmakers in 
office in every level 
of government who 
care about all of 
Michigan’s citizens.   
Here in the Lansing 
area, the State House 
67th race between 
Tom Cochran (Very 
Positive) and Jeff 
Oesterle (Ignored 
Questionnaire) is of 
critical importance 
to improve 
the Michigan 
Legislature.  

Primary elections 
aren’t always 
exciting, but at the 
federal level the 
results in Wisconsin 
and Florida are pretty 
fantastic. They put 
us a step closer to 
a historic year for 
LGBT Americans.  

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued on page 12)

Friday Bangkok House
by Gary Hicks, Host

Bangkok House
Join LAHR members, 
friends and allies for 
our September LGBT 
Friday night dinner at 
the Bangkok House, 
on Friday, September 

21, at 6:30 pm. Bangkok House serves 
delicious Thai cuisine; it is located at 420 
E. Saginaw, at the corner of Cedar St., in 
Lansing.
 
These dinners are usually held the third 
Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the Lansing area and provide 
an opportunity to socialize over a casual 
meal. We usually dine at independently-
owned restaurants where entrees can be 
purchased for ten dollars or less.
 
All members of the mid-Michigan LGBT 
community, including MSU, LCC, and 
Cooley students, as well as friends, family 
members, and allies are welcome to 
attend.  So whether you come on your own 
or bring a friend or partner, please join us 
for dinner!

Please RSVP to Gary Hicks at 
garyhickslaw@aol.com  by 3 pm on 
Friday, September 21, if you plan to attend 
so we know how much seating to request.

Aging With Dignity
by Staff Attorney Natalie Chin

(Publisher’s Note – In the July issue 
of the newsletter, part one of this two 
part article about aging was included.   
Penny gave me a magazine, Impact, 
from Lambda Legal and pointed out 
this important article entitled “Aging 
With Dignity.”  The introduction stated, 
“LGBT older adults and older adults 
living with HIV face special challenges 
– but there are precautions they and 
their loved ones can take.”    Reminder 
– LAHR had a grant with MSU last year, 
which produced an excellent booklet 
for the greater Lansing area entitled, 
Greater Lansing Guide to Aging 
Services for the LGBTQI Community.  
You may read this important booklet 
by visiting LAHR’s Website at www.
lahronline.org .)

LGBT seniors should seriously consider 
the following list of tools:

• The Federal Nursing Home 
Reform Act was included in July.

• Hospital Visitation Reform:  In 
January, new federal guidelines took 
effect, resulting from a 2008 lawsuit 
which Lambda Legal brought on 
behalf of Janice Langbehn, who, 

with her children, was kept from 
visiting her partner, Lisa Pond, 
when Pond collapsed on a family 
vacation and died in the hospital.  
The case ultimately prompted 
President Obama to personally 
contact Langbehn and to issue a 
presidential memo urging changes 
in the law.  National regulations 
now require hospitals participating 
in Medicaid and Medicare to have 
written policies and procedures 
regarding patients’ visitation rights.  
Hospitals must inform patients, 
or an attending friend or family 
member, of the patient’s rights to 
visitors of his or her choosing.  The 
policy also prohibits discrimination 
against visitors based on gender 
identity and sexual orientation. 

• Healthcare Proxy or Durable 
Power of Attorney:  This document 
enables you to legally designate 
someone you trust (an agent) to 
make health care decisions for you 
in the event you cannot make them 
for yourself.  Hospitals, doctors, 
and other health care providers 
must follow your agent’s decisions 
as if they were your own.  You can 
access the U.S. Living Will Registry 
at http://uslwr.com/formslist.shtm 
, to find free advance directive 
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Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

You Read It First in Lansing
 
The Supreme Court evaluates legislation based 
upon whether it has a reasonable relationship 
to a legitimate state interest, the rational basis 
test.  If, however, the statute impinges on a 
fundamental right, such as marriage, then the 
court applies the strict scrutiny test.   Courts 
also apply strict scrutiny if the law targets a 
suspect classification such as race.  A major 
issue in these appeals is whether or not 
homosexuals are a suspect class.

Strict scrutiny: the statute is unconstitutional 
unless it is narrowly tailored to address a 
compelling state interest, and the statute is 
the least restrictive means of accomplishing 
this compelling state interest. 

In 1996, Congress passed the Defense 
of Marriage Act.  Section 3 provides:  
Definition of marriage: In determining the 
meaning of any Act of Congress, or of any 
ruling, regulation, or interpretation of the 
various administrative bureaus and agencies 

of the United States, the word ‘marriage’ 
means only a legal union between one man 
and one woman as husband and wife, and 
the word ‘spouse’ refers only to a person of 
the opposite sex who is a husband or a wife.

In Bowers v. Hardwick (1986), the Court 
held that the right to privacy did not extend 
to private, consensual sexual conduct, at 
least insofar as it involved homosexual sex.

In Romer v. Evans (1996), Justice Kennedy 
wrote that Colorado Amendment 2, 
preventing any city, town or county 
from taking any legislative, executive, or 
judicial action to recognize gay and lesbian 
citizens as a protected class, did not even 
pass the rational basis test, let alone strict 
scrutiny. 

Kennedy wrote:  Its sheer breadth is so 
discontinuous . . . that the amendment seems 
inexplicable by anything but animus toward 
the class that it affects; it lacks a rational 
relationship to legitimate state interests.

In Lawrence v. Texas (2003),Justice 
Kennedy wrote that the intimate, adult 
consensual conduct is part of the liberty 
protected by the substantive component 

of the 14th Amendment’s due process 
protections.  The Court struck down the 
anti-sodomy law as unconstitutional and 
overruled Bowers.

In his dissent in Lawrence, Justice Scalia 
objected to the Court’s decision to revisit 
Bowers.  Scalia wrote that IF the Court 
was not prepared to validate laws based 
on moral choices as it had done in Bowers 
(which was now overruled), state laws 
against bigamy, same-sex marriage, and 
adult incest. . . would not prove sustainable.  
“If . . . the promotion of majoritarian sexual 
morality is not even a legitimate state 
interest, none of the above-mentioned laws 
can survive rational-basis review.”

Scalia himself says that laws banning 
marriage equality can no longer pass rational 
basis scrutiny, that tradition and moral 
disapproval are now improper bases for 
laws, and that those were the only existing 
reasons for banning marriage between gays 
and lesbians.

If our most strident opponent on the 
Supreme Court says we are going to win, 
who am I to quibble?
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

(Continued from page 10)
Aging

forms for each state.  These forms 
sometimes change, so consult your 
local legal services organization or 
private attorney to ensure the forms 
are correct. 

• Financial Power of Attorney:  This 
document allows you to legally 
designate an individual to handle 
your financial assets should you 
become unable to do so.  Financial 
power of attorney is a critical 
tool to ensure that your everyday 
expenses are paid, taxes are filed 
and your government benefits such 
as Social Security and Medicare are 
collected.  Without a financial power 
of attorney, a court proceeding will 
likely occur to determine who will 
handle your finances. 

• A Will:  This document is a key 
component in your life-planning 
arsenal and often the only way to 
make sure the people you love are 
protected after you death.  When 

you do not have a will, you die 
“intestate,” which means state law 
dictates how your property will 
be distributed.  A will allows you 
to decide what happens to your 
personal belongings after your 
death, including your home, cash, 
bank accounts, pets and other 
personal assets, like jewelry and 
family photographs.  Martha Stark, 
former finance commissioner for 
New York City and a Lambda Legal 
supporter, said she prepared a will 
because her mother, who died at 46 
did not.  “I want to make sure my 
family is provided for when I die or 
become ill.” 

• Funeral Arrangements:  You can 
create a separate, written document 
that conveys your wishes and 
provides instructions for funeral 
arrangements and for what should 
be done with your body.  This 
information can be included in your 
will, but a will may not be opened 
until the funeral is over, and if your 
wishes are not in writing, your loved 
ones may have no legal rights to 

make these decisions after you die.  
Since some funeral homes won’t 
honor written funeral directives, it 
may be best for you to make funeral 
arrangement while you’re alive.

LGBT seniors and seniors living 
with HIV are entitled to enjoy their 
older years free of harassment and 
discrimination.  To learn more about the 
documents and legal protections in this 
article, call Lambda Legal at (212) 809-
8585 and request our Take the Power 
toolkit (you can also download it online 
at www.lambdalegal.org/takethepower 
)  And if you or a loved one does 
encounter discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression or HIV status, call Lambda 
Legal Help Desk at (866) 542-8336 or 
visit www.lambdalegal.org/help .

TIP:  For all documents, sign multiple 
copies so you have extra originals in 
case health care staff say a copy is 
insufficient.  Sign in blue ink to reduce 
the chances that health care staff will 
claim it’s not an original.
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Washington /  
Lansing Responds
State Senator Rick Jones Responds 
to a LAHR Member:

Subject:  Second Parent Adoption! 
House Bill 4249 

Thank you for contacting the office of 
Senator Rick Jones regarding HB 5711, 
legislation that would amend procedures 
regarding a woman’s rights concerning 
her unborn child. There has been a lot of 
political rhetoric and nonsense broadcasted 
in regards to this legislation. This legislation 
offers a common sense approach to protect 
women who are having abortions.

First off, it requires that abortion clinics 
be licensed, insured, and clean; just like 
every other medical facility in our state. 
In discussions on this topic, it has come to 
my attention that over twenty clinics in this 
state are not even properly licensed. It is 
important that a woman getting an abortion 
does so in a safe and medically legitimate 
environment.

Secondly, the legislation protects women 
from coercive abortions. I have heard 
testimony in the Senate Judiciary Committee 
from women who were forced to have 
abortions by their significant other. This 
legislation puts in place real protections for 
women to insure that they aren’t having an 
abortion because someone else is forcing 

them to do so. It also creates penalties for 
anyone attempting to force the abortion.

Finally, the bill bans abortion clinics from 
simply throwing the aborted babies and 
medical records in the garbage, like what 
was done in Delta Township. I also heard 
testimony on this issue in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. The legislation forces 
clinics to properly dispose both the fetus 
and the woman’s medical record after the 
abortion is completed.

I appreciate your e-mail.
 
Sincerely,
Rick Jones, Michigan State Senator

LAHR Member Letter to State Senator Rick 
Jones

Would you please support second parent 
adoption so that unmarried couples can 
legally adopt their children?  It’s really 
needed in Michigan.

Thank you,

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received 
many emails from people, including my 
own, from governmental officials on a 
variety of subjects.  Beginning in May, 
2009, I am going to include one letter per 
month entitled “Washington / Lansing 
Responds.”  I hope these letters provide 
you a better understanding of where our 
elected officials stand on important LGBT 
issues and a better understanding of the 
issue.  If you receive responses, please 
email them to me.  Thank You!)

Michigan Hunger Strike
from The Advocate

Calling Michigan “the Mississippi of the 
civil rights movement when it comes to gay 
equality,” the head of a Detroit-area LGBT 
center began a 100-day hunger strike that 
will include numerous state activists.

David Garcia, executive director of 
Affirmations in Ferndale, went without 
food for 24 hours as part of the “Hunger for 
Equality” campaign. His goal was to bring 
attention to the paucity of rights for LGBT 
Michigan residents. Over the following 
99 days, other leaders of Michigan LGBT 
centers, as well as politicians, took part in 
the hunger strike.

“We’re trying to educate our straight allies 
about the extreme anti-equality environment 
in this state,” Garcia told local media.

Michigan has a constitutional ban on 
same-sex marriage; it also has no statewide 
protections for LGBT people in employment 
or housing. There are also no statewide 
protections for LGBT people against 
violence and same-sex couples in the 
state are banned from adopting children. 
Meanwhile, Gov. Rick Snyder eliminated 
health insurance benefits for domestic 
partners of municipal employees last year.

Mark your calendars! 

The Jackson AIDS Walk will be held on 
Saturday, September 29. Registration is at 
9:00 AM, and the walk will start at 10:00. 
We will be receiving flyers and posters as it 
nears. 
 
The AIDS Resource Center is looking 
for volunteers and sponsors. If you know 
any individuals or businesses that may be 
interested in this opportunity, please contact 
Hope Brock at hbrock@hivaidsresource.org. 

PFLAG Jackson is on the web - visit their 
Web site  http://www.jacksonpflag.com/  or 
Facebook by searching for Pflag Jackson.  
Question? Call 517-750-3045    You may 
send them a donation by making checks 
payable to PFLAG Jackson and mail them 
to:  PFLAG Jackson,  P.O. Box 4065, 
Jackson, MI 49204.

Jackson
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Town Hall Election

All I’m Saying

care, education, housing, and jobs. We 
need to get the LGBT vote out. LAHR 
and LAHR PAC have invited all local 
candidates to meet and greet the Greater 
Lansing LGBT community.  Don’t miss 
this opportunity!!

Personally, I am tired of legislation which 
goes against my community and me.  
When they say things like you cannot 
say VAGINA, then why do they think 
they have the right to legislate it?  I asked 
my representative for support on an 
adoption bill and got information about 
a bill regarding abortion.  It’s time folks 
to step up and be heard! This is why I am 
attending the forum/town hall meeting. I 
hope you will attend. 

Let’s raise our concerns to these future 
leaders who will have power over our 
issues and our lives. We elect them to 
speak for us and it’s time to speak to them!

October 12, 2012, following the MSU 
Homecoming Parade.  This exciting party 
will take place from 6:30 to 9:30 in the 
spacious Red Cedar Room with fireplace 
at the Kellogg Center.

This fun event will include excellent food 
(do not eat dinner in advance),  a cash bar 
including soda, free coffee, our beautiful 
green, white & purple décor, background 
music, and the opportunity to meet the 
2011-2012 LGBT scholarship recipients.  
This is also an opportunity to network 
with other grads and to meet many new 
friends – MSU grads, faculty & staff, 
students, Iowa guests and especially all 
our friends of MSU.  You may park free in 
the Kellogg Center parking ramp. Tickets 
will be sold at the door for $20 per person. 

For more information, contact Bill 
Beachler at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.  We 
thank our sponsors the Greater Lansing 
Convention & Visitors Bureau and the 
MSU Federal Credit Union.  Check out 
our excellent website at https://www.msu.
edu/~glbtalum/ .

Everyone is invited!!  

(Continued from page 1)
Homecoming

Mark Pocan won a remarkable victory 
in his Democratic primary in Wisconsin, 
meaning it’s all but certain he will become 
the next openly gay member of Congress 
– and just the 8th openly LGBT American 
ever to serve on Capitol Hill.  He’ll be an 
outstanding representative for Wisconsin, 
and a courageous and unyielding voice 
for LGBT Americans everywhere – just 
like his predecessor in this House seat, 
Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin, who 
hopefully will be the next U. S. Senator 
from Wisconsin.

In Florida, Dave Richardson won a 
decisive primary to become the first 
openly LGBT candidate elected to the 
state legislature. This is major victory for 
LGBT Floridians who have waited far 
too long to have a voice in decisions that 
affect them and their families. Richardson 
could be joined in the Florida House by 
Joe Saunders, an openly gay Democrat 
who also won his primary. 

the economy in the first two years than he 
has been able to do in the last two years.  He 
still has done a lot of great things like get rid 
of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell and his position on 
gay marriage has “evolved” into full-fledged 
support.  He hasn’t gotten everything done 
he said he would but, I’ve been happy with 
what he has gotten done.

I think for most of us, the choice is clear.

Tell me what you think.  Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome.  
Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com 
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., Haslett - 

Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 Abbot, 

East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or 
info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - 11:30am - Temporarily located at Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue 48912, contact 517-371-3010 or  
rev.kent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every Monday at 6pm 

in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 North Washington Square 
- contact Frank Vaca lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com or Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.
edu for more information

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in East 
Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on July 2.  Starts 

at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For information,contact Shelly at 
shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” Sign-up 

and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove Chapel 

of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing from 6:45-
8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in Lansing 
at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.
org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area Center 
for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for more 
information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the location or 
to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class for 
all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the benefits 
of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  Mats are 
available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South Harrison, 

in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at different 

restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for location and 

questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday at 
7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact information, 
contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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