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VOTE!!
Your Life Depends Upon It

by Bill Beachler, LAHR PAC

The respected LAHR PAC candidate ratings are 
enclosed.  These ratings are the most extensive 

and informative in LAHR PAC’s 31 year history.  These ratings are 
also available on LAHR’s excellent web site at www.lahronline.
org , LAHR’s Facebook page, and LAHR PAC’s Facebook page.  
They have also been distributed on LAHR’s List Service, which we 
encourage you to join, and will be distributed again.  LAHR PAC 
also printed extra copies of the enclosed ratings sheet, which are 
available in most locations where the newsletters are distributed.

The LAHR Board voted to join Michigan Equality Pride PAC 
and Between The Lines to encourage a YES vote on Proposal 
2.  Proposal 2 , “Protect Our Jobs” Amendment,
would make collective bargaining a right for public and 
private workers.  A high percent of public workers in Michigan 
are unionized. Their benefits are determined by collective 
bargaining.  Unions fought for domestic partner benefits 
and, when they were outlawed, benefits for Other Eligible 
Individuals (OEI) which covered domestic partners.  Without 
collective bargaining, public employees either will ultimately 
lose the benefits they have or will be unable to obtain the 
benefits.

When you vote, especially if you vote a straight party ticket, LAHR 
PAC encourages you to not forget to vote the nonpartisan portion 
of your ballot.  Judges play a critical role in the life of the LGBT 
community.  In addition, at the end of your ballot is the Proposal 

Lansing Area AIDS Network 
Red Ribbon Gala/Auction
Saturday, November 10, 2012
7:00 PM
Radisson Hotel
111 N. Grand Ave.
Lansing, Michigan 

The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) will host its 
Seventh Annual Red Ribbon Gala Auction and Dinner on 
Saturday, November 10, 2012.  This year’s event should 
be especially noteworthy as a lead in to the observance of 
World AIDS Day and the public recognition of the 2012 Red 
Ribbon Award Honorees.  This year LAAN is privileged to 
honor Carol Salisbury; FNP/MSN and Bob Hoffman. Carol 
is a Family Nurse Practitioner working in the Adult Health-
Infectious Disease Clinic at the Ingham County Health 
Department. Together with Peter Gulick; DO, Carol has been 
responsible for the provision of Infectious Disease Services 
to over 75% of all LAAN Continuum of Care Clients for 
more than a decade. Bob founded the local chapter of Pass It 
Forward and is Manager of Public Relations at the Wharton 
Center for Performing Arts. Bob has been a long time 
supporter of LAAN, has sat on the Board of Directors, and 
is most recently recognized as the Emcee at the Red Ribbon 
Gala for the past number of years.

Save the date! Michigan Pride 
Festival is moving to August
 
Michigan Pride is excited to announce that the statewide 
March, Rally, and Festival will be held on Saturday, August 24, 
2013.  For several years it has not been possible to schedule our 
two days of events in June without conflicting with the date of a 
local pride celebration.  We’ve received strong feedback that it 
is higher priority for the community to have the opportunity to 
attend both their local pride celebration and our events instead 
of us retaining the traditional June date.  Moving the March, 
Rally, and Festival to August will also allow us to march on 
the Capitol Steps when the legislature is back in session and 
provide opportunities for local prides to be integrated into our 
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

Do you hear us crowing?  Your LAHR leadership is beaming with pride in LAHR’s successful 
accomplishment of the Candidate Forum/ Town Hall Meeting at Trippers last month.   It was powerful, 
popular, and pertinent. I hope you were able to be there.  Twenty-five women and men attended as local 
and regional candidates seeking our votes.  Five more representatives of various candidates were there as 
well.   I can’t even begin to estimate the number of you who attended seeking information on who to elect to 
represent us fairly and equally.  

Kudos to Frank Vaca, LAHR Vice President, who was the lead in organizing it, and to  Joe Marutiak, LAHR PAC Secretary, who 
kept the records.  (Don’t ask!)  Also, thank you to all of you who passed the word.  And thank you to our ally Monica Zuchowski 
as a knowledgeable and effective MC.   There was standing room only for the program, and you all kept on coming!  So it is just 
right that we crow!

Another reason for all of us to sit up and take notice of LAHR concerns is in our last granting cycle’s partnership with the School 
of Social Work at MSU.  From this partnership the Greater Lansing Guide to Aging Services for the LGBTQI Community, 
was published and distributed.  It is an overview of agencies, services and issues for those of us who are of the old sort in 
our community.  This work was publicized in the current edition of The Engaged Scholar Magazine, published by University 
Outreach and Engagement, Michigan State University.  Well done, LAHR and Anne Hughes and Rena Herald, PhD’s, MSU’s 
School of social work.  

So what else?  Well as one of those of the Old Sort, who has been working with some agencies and services for the aging—I 
connected with past president, dear friend, and long time supporter of LAHR, Dennis Hall.  We spoke over lunch one day about 
how it is LAHR can do more for the old among us who need care and or services, and fearing for their safety, they can’t or won’t 
seek them.

 Well, Dennis went to those he knows and we were connected to Lynn Lammers of the Office of Multi Cultural Diversity, who 
does her work through theater!  How very cool.  Long story short, after listening to stories shared by a somewhat representative 
committee of interested sorts, Lynn wrote a script of an interactive skit, highlighting certain of our issues in seeking care as old 
LGBT people. 

She then had three skilled actors read it for us, to which our responses, edits, additions, changes were richly discussed.  We had so 
much fun doing this work of so much importance to all of us, if not now, later!    Thank you’s to all involved, including at MSU 
the offices of Diversity, Theater, and Social Work, and all in our community participating in moving this project forward.  Stay 
tuned for more information on our progress.  

So, as I began, I end…Vote, be sure you are informed, (see LAHR PAC’s rankings, enclosed in this issue) and be certain your 
friends and colleagues also vote….   Solidly, Penny

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued from page 1) (Continued from page 1)
Vote! Pride Festival
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Paid for  by Citizens to Elect  Br ian McGrain | Rion Hol lenbeck,  Treasurer

    Thank you for the honor to serve you on the Ingham
County Commission. As your neighbor on Lansing’s
eastside, I am happy to be of assistance to you in any
way I can.   ―Brian McGrain

“

”

INGHAM COUNTY COMMISSIONER • DEMOCRAT

BRIAN MCGRAIN
REELECT

Section, which includes a state section 
on all ballots and may contain a city /
local section on most ballots.  LAHR PAC 
encourages you to be an informed voter!!

In the August newsletter, there was an 
important article entitled “Support Obama 
for President.”  You are encouraged to 
go to the LAHR website and again read 
all of the positive accomplishments our 
President has achieved.  The Advocate 
wrote, “Never has the substantial progress 
in equal rights and treatment of LGBT 
people been more at risk than in this 
presidential contest.”

In September, LAHR PAC and LAHR co-
sponsored a very successful Town Hall, 
which included 28 candidates from both 
the Democratic and Republican parties.  In 
total the standing room only crowd was 
estimated at approximately 100 people.  
See the picture included with this article 
and also read the very informative article 
entitled LAHR & LAHR PAC Candidate 
Night by Erica Zazo.

statewide activities.  The White Party will 
continue to be held in June with date and 
event details to be announced in the coming 
months.

As we all know, euchre is a great way 
to spend time in the cozy indoors with 
friends on chilly evenings.   This fall and 
winter,Michigan Pride will be hosting 
several euchre tournaments with cash prizes, 
50-50 drawings, and plenty of fun.  Whether 
you’re a pro or just figuring out your left and 
right bowers, you will be in great company 
with players of all skill levels.  

The first euchre tournament will be held on 
Saturday, November 10th at 4p.m. at Harry’s 
Place Bar and Grill, locatedat 404 North 
Verlinden Avenue in Lansing. Registration 
is $15 per player.  Please register your team 
in advance by contacting Kathy Taskey at 
ktaskey1203@yahoo.com,or by phone at 
(989) 277-9311. Additional tournaments 
will take place in December, January, and 
February.  Please check next month’s LAHR 
newsletter or michiganpride.org for future 
tournament dates.

LAHR PAC has always had a policy 
and track record to be nonpartisan and 
treat all candidates for office equally.  It 
is important to note that the climate in 
Michigan during the past couple years has 
been the most negative in the treatment 
and respect of the LGBT community in 
history.  This has happened because one 
political party controls all branches of 
state government:  executive, legislative 
and judicial.  To assist voters in being 
more informed, for the first time LAHR 
PAC has included the party label for the 
Supreme Court candidates.

The most important thing is to VOTE!!!  
Encourage your family and friends to vote.  
Try to identify at least one person who 
you think may not vote and pay special 
attention to this person.  Provide whatever 
assistance the person needs to vote.  As 
our LAHR and LAHR PAC president, 
Penny Gardner, frequently likes to say, 
“Vote – your life depends upon it!!”
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Out at Work
by Frank Vaca,
LAHR Vice President

Leader of Out Pack

Guest Commentary 
“I am now on my 2nd 
job where I was honest 

from day one and though there was a little 
flack from certain employees, I never had 
any issue with being out in the workplace 
at the last job of 8 years or so far with the 
current one I started in July of this year.”

“I too am out at work. In fact I’m out at 
work and to my neighbors and pretty much 
to anyone who truly knows me. I find 
Facebook to be a great tool in coming out 
to people as well.  For about a year after I 
came out I made my profile unsearchable as 
I was worried prospective employers might 
perform a search on my name, find my page 

and subsequently not hire me. After having 
a job where I was very much in the closet, 
I decided to bring my girlfriend at the time 
to the Christmas party and was dismissed 
shortly thereafter.   (Although I was asked to 
stay on to train my replacement.) I decided 
that if it was an issue for an employer I 
wouldn’t want to work there anyway. At my 
current job its great not to worry about living 
in hiding.”

I know I do not have that spark that notifies 
others about my leadership skills. In fact, I 
have to scream follow me at times. Those 
who follow me know the path already and I 
am like tagging along. I suspect no serious 
ass whooping from me. In a dainty whisper I 
can say I was here to work. 

I am guessing with this post, I am asking 
you to be at the top of your game. Release 
those chains that control you. The 
internalized Homophobia or Transphobia is 
just hurting you from being a champion in 
the workplace.

Do not feel like your defeated and that your 
time is up cause you cannot come out of the 
closet. The best of us worked under secrecy. 
The day in which the army members can do 
ask and do tell arrived. You’re just waiting 
for your moment to walk in the sun. You will 
shine one day.

“I’ve tried being other people and myself 
suits me the best,” says Chris Colfer. We 
need more LGBT mentors.  I am thinking 
of trying to find one myself.  What are you 
doing to get properly motivated and are you 
looking forward to being out next year?  Let 
me know at Vacaafrank@gmail.com .
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Pastor Jody
by Rev. Jody Betten
 
Exercising Our 
Consciences

I am fascinated 
by the news this 

election season; and by fascinated 
I mean, sometimes despairing, 
sometimes angry, sometimes 
befuddled, sometimes hopeful.  It’s 
always something, isn’t it?!  Each day 
produces more fodder for evaluating 
presidential qualifications and 
character, about voting rights and 
partisan politics, about the issues 
and freedoms and responsibility of 
citizens, about the role of the media 
and polls, and so much more.  

As a pastor I am subject to the laws 
about separation of church and state.  
So, I cannot advocate for a particular 
candidate in my work as a pastor.  

But I can tell you this, I tend to not 
be a one issue voter.  I don’t think 
generally we get what we individually 
consider “the whole package” in one 
candidate.  Yet, in some elections there 
is one issue that becomes dear to my 
heart and compels me to support one 
candidate in particular.  One of those 
issues this election season has to do 
with equality; equality for marriage of 
same sex couples.  I believe that this is 
a matter of justice.  

Those who run for public office have a 
huge responsibility. No elected official 
is perfect or can perfectly affect their 
constituency in every way during 
the time they are in office.  But, if 
we know certain things about where 
a potential candidate stands on one 
issue, we might know how they will 
affect their constituency in other ways.  
A stand for equality on the issue of 
marriage might be a good marker.  I 
for one will be voting my conscience 
on this issue.  

November Friday Dinner 
Group
by Gary Hicks, Host

Coral Gables 
Restaurant

The November 
LGBT dinner will 

be held at the historic Coral Gables 
Restaurant, 2838 E. Grand River Ave. 
in East Lansing on Friday, November 
16, at 6:30 pm. The Coral Gables 
opened in the 1920’s and has been 
owned and operated by the same 
family for more than 40 years.  It 
features steak, seafood, pasta, Greek 
entrees, pizza, sandwiches, and salads.

These dinners are usually held the 
third Friday of each month at a 
different restaurant in the Lansing area 
and provide an opportunity to socialize 
over a casual meal. All members of 
the Lansing area LGBT community, 
as well as allies, friends, and family 
members, are welcome to attend. So 
whether you come on your own or 
bring a friend or partner, please join us 
for dinner!

RSVP to Gary Hicks at garyhickslaw@
aol.com by 3 pm on Friday, November 
16, if you plan to attend so we know 
how much seating to request.

Thanksgiving Day is  
Thursday Nov 22nd
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwoodposterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison 
Officer

When people think 
of police officers, 
they think of a 
person in uniform 
doing the daily 
duties of protecting 
and serving the 

public.   They think of activities such 
as taking reports, investigating crimes, 
making traffic stops, policing accidents, 
directing traffic, and making arrests.  

There are other important community 
outreach programs that police officers 
are involved in that the public don’t 
necessarily think of when they think of the 
duties of police officers.  Many of these 
programs involve officers volunteering 
their own time to give back to the 

community or to interact with kids in a 
more positive way.  An example of one 
of these community outreach programs is 
Shop with a Cop.

The purpose of Shop with 
a Cop, a division of the 
Lansing Police Athletic 
League, is to match 
police officers throughout 
Ingham County, Michigan, 
with less affluent children 
in the Ingham County 
community and to take 
them Christmas shopping. 
The result is improved 
relations between the 
community and police while meeting a 
need in the community.

The organization was founded in 2005.  
The 2005 program consisted of 23 
children and 19 officers, with a spending 
limit of $50 per child. The program 
continues to grow every year.  The 
theme for 2012 is “100 cops, 100 kids, 

$100.”  This year’s event is scheduled for 
Saturday, December 1st, 2012.

The day begins with officers and children 
staging at the Plymouth Congregational 

Church at the corner of 
Wood and East Grand 
River Avenue. Everyone 
enjoys breakfast while 
the Officers are paired 
up with their kids.  The 
group then motorcades to 
a retail store, with lights 
and sirens going. Once at 
the store, they are greeted 
by Santa who poses for 
a picture with them, and 

the shopping begins. Once the shopping is 
done, the officers and their kids check out 
at the dedicated lanes for Shop with a Cop.  
They then have lunch while their presents 
are being wrapped by volunteers. After 
lunch, the children take possession of their 
wrapped gifts and Santa photos, and are 
released to their parents to conclude the 
day.  It is a very memorable day for all of 
those involved, both officers and kids.

Here is one local police officer’s 
accounting of this event: 

We were greeted by a group of well 
wishers at the front door. The people 
cheered as the kids and officers made 
their way inside. The little girl I was 
with had a list and as I looked at 
her list, I realized she did not have 
anything for herself on the list. She 
told me it was important she pick 
things for her family members and 
friends first. In the past I have heard 
stories of kids trying to buy cat food 
because their families can’t afford 
to pay for it. I have heard of officers 
asking kids if they decorated their tree 
only to find out they don’t have one. 
These same officers have dug into 
their own pockets to purchase many 
things. We share smiles and laughs 
and even a few tears with these kids 
and love every minute of it. I can only 
speak for myself, but I personally 
treasured this experience and I am 
ternally grateful to the people who 
help make it happen!

Funding is provided by public and private 
donors, with many donations at the 
individual level.  We are always looking 

(Continued on page 8)
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@ Everybody Reads book and stuff

Address: 

2019 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing MI 48912

For more information:

Please contact John Vaca
Vacaafrank@gmail.com

Join face book page:

TheClosetLgbtBookClub

All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Workplace Drama

I have held 
Management positions 
for almost my entire 
career. It has mostly 

been in retail but, I make a lot of day to 
day decisions that affect my staff.  Many 
of the decisions also come from upper 
Management. You know, those people that 
sit in offices all day and have absolutely 
no idea how the “real world” works?  Yea, 
I used to think so too.

I used to get a chuckle out of what could 
be called our Employee Handbook. 
Everyone gets some form of this at almost 
every job they have.  What’s sad about 
this book are the rules that have to be 
put in place. Is it really necessary to put 
in a statement saying that you WILL be 
fired for Sexual Harassment, Theft, or 
Inappropriate Behavior? Are you serious? 
You have to put those in there? The 
unfortunate truth is yes.

I like to call them, “Rules for making 
people act like adults because, people 
don’t act like adults.”  If people were 
actually mature and acted like we expect 
them to on a consistent basis, we wouldn’t 
need all these rules.  The fact is, people 
will be sexually harassed. They will be 
discriminated against. They will steal. 
They will lie and take credit for other’s 
work.  I wish it weren’t true but, it is. Not 
everyone does these things but, we all 
know people who have done the above 
items. 

As a Manager, I don’t put up with much 
drama.  I have a very high standard for 
myself and the people that work for me. 
I kind of look at it like this; most people 
are on a fence. How you act and treat them 
will decide which side of the fence they 
will land on.  I try to get people to fall on 
the “good” side of the fence.

It’s important to praise people when they 
do well. It’s important not to correct them 
in front of others when they do something 
wrong.  It’s important to show them you 
care. It’s important to help them when they 
need help and to work side by side with 

them.  How can you model good behavior 
and lead by example if you sit in an office 
all day?  Management modeling bad 
behavior tends to spread like wildfire.

The point being, many people follow 
other people’s lead. If others are acting 
immature and childish, they will too. 
When you see someone telling a dirty 
joke at work, say something about it. 
When you see a woman (or man) fighting 
off advances by someone, do something 
about it.  If you see someone steal or do 
something dishonest, report it. If your 
co-workers know they have to act like a 
responsible adult, your work day will be 
a lot easier. A happy, content, productive 
work environment is a dream come true 
for most companies. Help, don’t hinder, 
your boss and/or associates.

Tell me what you think. Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome. 
Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com 
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Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Religious Freedom

With the approval 
of the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA), 
numerous sections 

will become applicable to the LGBT 
community.  Some of those sections 
involve provisions for birth control pills 
and other abortifacients.  Notre Dame 
University and 43 other religious groups 
have sued the U.S. in a dozen different 
federal courts, claiming that the ACA 
violates their First Amendment Free Ex-
ercise Clause freedoms.  [Of course, these 
same religious freedom arguments are 
made in the context of marriage equality, 
DOMA, and wedding providers – floral 
arrangements, wedding cakes, etc.]  If 
the Catholic Church loses in the family 
planning cases, then we will win in any 
case where we are denied a benefit based 
on religious values.

 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE 
1 Trillion Dollars Could Make!

In the last decade the Pentagon budget has almost 
doubled.  It is time to rein in the military.  

Congress will make the real decisions about Pentagon 
spending in November and January after the elections.  

Let them know your wishes.

Cut Pentagon Spending! 
For more information, go to www.fcnl.org

 
 The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice, 

Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area. 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Can the Catholic Church claim a religious 
exception to the law mandating that 
hospitals provide for birth control, when 
fulfilling such a law would contravene 
their religious tenets?

Several quotations from prior Supreme 
Court decisions are instructive:

“To maintain an organized society that 
guarantees religious freedom to a great 
variety of faiths requires that some 
religious practices yield to the common 
good. Religious beliefs can be ac-
commodated, but there is a point at which 
accommodation would `radically restrict 
the operating latitude of the legislature.’ “

“A governmental burden on religious 
liberty is not insulated from review simply 
because it is indirect.”  

In Employment Division v. Smith (a 6-3 
decision) Justice Scalia said:  “It is a 
permissible reading of the [free exercise 
clause]...to say that if prohibiting the 
exercise of religion is not the object of 
the [law] but merely the incidental effect 
of a generally applicable and otherwise 
valid provision, the First Amendment 

has not been offended....To make an 
individual’s obligation to obey such a law 
contingent upon the law’s coincidence 
with his religious beliefs, except where 
the State’s in-terest is ‘compelling’ - 
permitting him, by virtue of his beliefs, ‘to 
become a law unto himself,’ contradicts 
both constitutional tradition and common 
sense.’ To adopt a true ‘compelling 
interest’ requirement for laws that affect 
religious practice would lead towards 
anarchy.”

Allowing exceptions to every state law or 
regulation affecting religion “would open 
the prospect of constitutionally required 
exemptions from civic obligations of 
almost every conceivable kind.” 

In response to Smith, Congress enacted 
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
(RFRA).   A per-son whose religious 
exercise is burdened in violation of the 
RFRA “may assert that violation as a 
claim or defense in a judicial proceeding 
and obtain appropriate relief against a 
government”.  

However, the RFRA was subsequently 
found to be unconstitutional as it is 
applied to the States; it is currently only 
binding on the US government.  As a 
result, the Catholic Church has entered 
into agreements with the governments of 
26 states to provide for family planning, 
contraception, and other sexual issues.

Obviously, the law suit by Notre Dame 
is going to fail.  The result will be that, 
slowly but surely, the various services and 
public accommodations will be open and 
available to ALL of the public.

for donations and volunteers.  If you are 
interested in making a donation to this 
worthwhile program, checks can made 
out to the Lansing Police Athletic League 
(the non-profit umbrella for this program) 
and can be mailed to the Lansing Police 
Department, 740 May St., Lansing, MI 
48906.

If you are interested in volunteering for 
the program, if you have kid referrals, or 
if you are seeking more information about 
the program,  I can be contacted at  
517-483-4817.  

(Continued from page 6)
Walking the Beat
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

(Continued on page 14)

LAHR and LAHR-PAC 
Candidate Night

By Erica Zazo 
Old Town Times 
Lansing Staff Writer

LANSING, MI – 
Lansing-area residents 
packed Tripper’s Bar 

on Thursday, Sept. 20, not to drink, 
but to hear 28 candidates outline their 
campaign views as they relate to the 
LGBT community.

LAHR and LAHR-PAC hosted 
the event, which attracted over 50 
members of the Lansing and Greater 
Lansing area.

The event took place at Tripper’s Bar, 
located at 350 Frandor Ave. in Lansing 
Charter Township. After the doors 
opened, the reserved room for the 
event quickly became standing room 
only.

Frank Vaca, LAHR board member 
and event planner, thought the event 

would be a great way to get the word out 
about the elections and the candidate’s 
campaigns.

“I care about LGBT issues, and I think it 
was a stroke of genius to come up with 
this event,” Vaca said.

Each candidate gave a three-minute 
elevator speech that informed the public 
on their campaign, their views towards the 
LGBT community, and why they should 

receive a vote this coming election.

The event was truly a hit, as more 
candidates showed up than expected.

“Although we only invited 20 candidates, 
28 showed up whether they had an invite 
or not,” Vaca said.

Who is LGBT Friendly?

Each candidate was sent a candidate 
questionnaire prior to the event that asked 
questions about their views on the LGBT 
community, human rights issues, women’s 
reproductive rights and much more.

Joe Marutiak and other LAHR-PAC board 
members rated each candidate on a scale 
from negative to extremely positive based 
on their answers.

“I don’t know why people, especially 
Democrats, would ignore the questionnaire 
but still come to the event,” Marutiak said.

Every Democratic candidate who took 
the survey received a rating of positive or 
higher, while all Republican candidates 
received mixed or lower.
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Bill Lingbeek & Larry Jess
November 2

43 Years

“Wow! You guys are an inspiration!  
Congrats!” 

LAHR News
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

LAHR held one of 
its largest Annual 
Meetings in recent 

history following the AIDS Walk.  
We had new Board members join us 
as well as law students from MSU 
offering to help us with some projects.

The following new Board members 
were elected:  Jill Eby, Michael 
Johnson, and Becca Masten.  The 
following existing Board members 
were re-elected for a two year term:   
Mike Carlson, Frank Vaca, Kate 
Miller, and Emily Snoek.  The other 
existing Board members will be up for 
re-election next year.

At the October Board meeting the 
existing officers were re-elected:  
President, Penny Gardner, Vice 
President, Frank Vaca, Treasurer, 
Joe Marutiak and Secretary, Nancy 
VanHoozier.  I noted following the 
vote, that these officers were re-
elected due to the outstanding job each 
of them has performed.

The LAHR Board still has two 
vacant positions and if you are 
interested or would like additional 
information, please contact Penny at  
marydrpenny@yahoo.com or me at 
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .

LAHR also voted to donate $500 to the 
Michigan State University project that 
is hosting the MBLGTACC national 
conference and workshops.  This event 
will bring almost 3,000 students from 
colleges and universities from around 
the country to Lansing.

Outstanding Quote  
from a Sports Star
“Tell me, Archbishop, Pope, what purpose 
does the Church serve attempting to 
influence the affairs of a secular state? The 
federal benefits under law currently denied 
gay couples certainly fall under the realm 
of Caesar, don’t they? No one is forcing the 
Catholic Church to marry gay couples if that 
is not the Church’s wish. You can keep the 
sanctity of Catholic marriage solely between 
heterosexual couples if you feel that is 
what’s required (again though, I caution you 
on the dangers of presumed infallibility). All 
we are asking is for you to extend the open 
hand of tolerance instead of the closed fist of 
fear and hate. 

“As American citizens, we respect the right 
for everyone to practice whichever religion 
they so choose, including the right to not 
practice one at all. Haven’t we learned 
enough from the Crusades, the Inquisitions, 
the Talibans of the world? What does it 
benefit the Church to attempt to influence 
secular policy in this country, especially 
when that influence is to deny basic human 
rights to others? Will you now assume 
Caesar’s throne, grasping the transitory 
ephemera of worldly power and control, 
while forsaking the eternal kingdom of 
Heaven?” -

Vikings punter Chris Kluwe, firing 
back at Minnesota Archbishop John 
Nienstadt’s advice to reject gay children.

Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 4th at 2 a.m.

Don’t forget to change your clocks to
Fall Back!
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(Continued from page 1)
Gala / Auction
This signature event provides funding 
critical to the continuation of programs 
and services to people living with HIV/
AIDS and those at greatest risk for HIV 
infection throughout Central Michigan.  
The Red Ribbon Gala will take place 
on a new day and in a new location, 
the beautiful Radisson Hotel. The live 
and silent auctions will include items 
donated from businesses, artisans and 
private donors throughout the area.  
Auction items represent a wide variety 
of tastes and interests, including the arts 
and entertainment, health and wellness, 
leisure, travel, food, jewelry and home 
décor. Opportunities will also be available 
for 50/50 raffle participation and door 
prizes. All proceeds from this event will 
benefit the Lansing Area AIDS Network 
(LAAN) and will help financially support 
the programs and services that LAAN 
provides, including direct assistance to 
individuals living with HIV and their 
families.

The Radisson Hotel is a beautiful facility 
located just steps away from the state capitol 
within the Museum District. Night life 
abounds for those who would like to extend 
their evening at the Radisson or at other 
venues. It should make for a spectacular 
evening.

The Lansing Area AIDS Network is a non-
profit AIDS Service Organization located 
in Lansing, Michigan which provides 
direct care and prevention services to 11 
mid-Michigan counties. Since 1985, the 
Lansing Area AIDS Network has been the 
sole provider of HIV services in the Central 
Michigan region. The Red Ribbon Gala 
introduces World AIDS 
Day, an international 
observance designed 
to draw attention to the 
AIDS pandemic which 
is observed each year 
on December 1.   

For more information 
about the Gala, visit 
our website at: www.
laanonline.org 

Our advertising rates:

  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Advertise in the LGBT News! 
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LAHR Grant Report

LGBTQ Youth

Teens Respecting and Understanding 
Each Other (TRUE), a weekly group 
meeting facilitated by Gateway 
Community Services, continues to offer 
LGBTQ youth a safe space to receive 
education and support as well as engage in 
fun social activities. During the past few 
months the group has: 

	 Discussed coping skills and 
created “worry boxes” to release 
stress and worry.  

	 Discussed gender stereotypes 
	 Watched the movie Tomboy 
	 Discussed new school year and 

set goals for the year 
	 Continued discussing coping 

skills, ways to seek out support as 
well as support each other

	 Engaged in art activities and 
games to build relationships with 
each other

Gateway Community Services, a private 
non-profit agency serving runaway, 
homeless, and at-risk youth, recognizes 
the strong correlation between LGBTQ 
youth, family conflict, and homelessness. 
In an effort to prevent and end youth 
homelessness for the LGBTQ youth 
population, Gateway staff members 

educate the community and build support 
for these vulnerable teens. In the past few 
months, facilitators have:

	 Hosted a parent night for parent’s 
of group members 

	 Presented at the Michigan 
Network for Youth and Families 
Regional Conference – Topic: 
“Developing and Implementing 
an LGBTQ Teen Group”

	 Updated contacts to LGBTQ 
friendly organizations, 
counselors, doctors, etc.  

	 Met with PFLAG Lansing to 
discuss ways to support and 
collaborate with families and 
friends of LGBTQ youth

In the upcoming months the group will 
host two Pizza Socials, one in Clinton 
County and another in Eaton County to 
show support to young LGBTQ people in 
surrounding areas. The group will also be 
welcoming speakers from The American 
Cancer Society, Allen Neighborhood 
Center and a workshop on healthy 
relationships by End Violent Encounters 
(EVE), Inc., a local domestic violence 
program.  

HELP SUPPORT T.R.U.E.!
Art Supplies:  If you know someone 
in group, we are sure they have talked 
about the “Art Box!”  We do art based 
activities to promote discussion and to 
build relationships with each other. We 

are always in need of art supplies such as 
paint, markers, glitter, feathers, etc.  

Financial Support:  We greatly rely 
on support from our community! Any 
amount, large or small, helps. Donate 
money to the group by sending a check 
to Gateway Community Services (2875 
Northwind Drive, Suite 105 East Lansing, 
MI 48823).  Make sure to write “for the 
LGBTQ Teen Group” in the note section 
of your check so the money will go 
directly to the group for teens.  Please let 
us know if you have any other ideas for 
raising money for our group! 

Books/Movies:  Donate (new or used) 
LGBTQ themed books, magazines, and 
movies.  

Food:  Donate packaged snack items for 
the group or purchase gift certificates to 
local restaurants/stores for group snacks 
and for group events. 

Spread the word:  Help us spread the 
word in the community about the group 
to young people who could benefit and to 
those who would support us! 

For more information about the group, 
how to join or how to support contact 
Amanda at adubey@gatewayservices.org.  
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For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

The World is not a Good Place
from International G/L Human Rights Commission

Today, more than 75 countries around the world criminalize 
same-sex activities, and 8 countries punish being LGBT with 
death.  In many countries, LGBT people are treated as second-
class citizens or worse.

• schools in Malaysia force male students – some reported to 
be as young as 12 – into “curative” programs (just outlawed 
in California) called sissy camps for allegedly failing to 
conform to stereotypical expectations of masculinity; 

• in South Africa, young women perceived to be lesbians, are 
brutally raped and sometimes murdered by men claiming to 
“correct” or “cure” their victims in cases widely documented 
across the country; and 

• LGBT human rights activities in Turkey are assaulted, 
arrested, convicted and sentenced to jail for such bogus 
offenses as “resisting the police” and “insulting the police.”

New discriminatory legislation has been introduced in Indonesia, 
Uganda and Nigeria.  From Iran to Jamaica, from Thailand to 
Guatemala, LGBT people face continued harassment, forced 
marriages, beatings and murder.  The authorities provide little 
or no protection and, at times, are even complicit in acts of 
violence.  In many parts of the world, LGBT people are forced to 
remain silent and invisible.
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(Continued from page 9)
Candidate Night

“I thought it was a good survey,” said 
Andy Schor, Democrat running for a 
seat in State House, 68th District. “I did 
pretty well and received a rating of very 
positive.”

Jake Davison, Republican candidate 
running for Ingham County Treasurer, 
said he was confused on why there were 
questions about abortion.

“Their rating system is a joke,” said 
Davison. “I don’t know what in the 
hell abortion has to do with the LGBT 
community.”

Another Republican, Phillip 
Hofmeister, running for Ingham County 
Commissioner, thinks he received a 
negative rating for other reasons.

“I don’t want the government to force 
private individuals and organizations to 
establish relationships with people that 
they don’t want to,” Hofmeister said, 

“That’s why I received 
a negative rating, not 
because I don’t like the 
LGBT community.”

Looking Forward

All candidates 
interviewed gave great 
feedback and showed 
their support for the 
candidate night event.

“I would definitely 
attend another event 
like this,” Davison said. 
“It is part of your duty 
as a candidate to attend 
events like these.”

Each candidate expressed 
the importance of reaching 
out to the public as 
much as possible with 
the national election just 
around the corner.

“It was very beneficial to 
attend the event and speak 
about my priorities,” 
Schor said. “I liked talking 
about my experiences 
and views while sharing 
my support for the LGBT 
community.”

***

Frank Vaca
LAHR Vice President, Event Planner 
(517) 388-1645
lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com

JoeMarutiak
LAHR Treasurer, LAHR-PAC Board 
Member
517 388-1645
jmarutiak@juno.com

Phillip Hofmeister
Republican – Ingham County 
Commissioner
(517) 414 5209
plhofmei@gmail.com

Jake Davidson
Republican – Ingham County Treasurer
(517) 285-9659
jd@youradvantage.org

Andy Schor
Democrat – State House 68th District
(517) 618-1666
andy.schor@gmail.com

Veteran’s Day 
is Nov 11th
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every Monday 

at 6pm in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 North 
Washington Square - contact Frank Vaca lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com or 
Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.edu for more information

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 
East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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