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Training Success

I have spoken of the Michigan Gay 
Officers Action League (MI-GOAL) in 
my article on numerous occasions.  I 

wanted to give a brief update of some recent training that I have 
been involved with developing through MI-GOAL.  MI-GOAL 
has collaborated with the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office in 
developing and presenting a training module entitled, “Law 
Enforcement and the LGBT Community.”  The module begins 
with general information about the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) communities.  A brief LGBT history, 
including information about Stonewall, is included.  This module 
explores relationships between law enforcement and LGBT 
communities, as well relationships among law enforcement 
professionals working alongside their LGBT colleagues.  The 
subject of bullying and suicide is addressed, as well as the “It 
gets better” project.

This two-hour training module was developed at the request of 
the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office., MI-GOALis presenting the 
training to the agency’s entire staff as part of its annual training - 
including road patrol and corrections officers. The presenters of 
this module are active law enforcement professionals from the 
Lansing Police Department, the East Lansing Police Department, 
and the Meridian Township Police Department. It is presently 
being offered at no cost to the agency.

The response has been very positive so far.  Several officers 
have responded that, “It’s about time.”  This training encourages 
officers to have an open dialog with the LGBT community.  
If officers have questions about what LGBT terms would be 
acceptable, we are encouraging them to ask the person what they 
prefer. 

According to Ingham County Sheriff Gene Wriggelsworth, 
“This is great training for today’s law enforcement officers. I 
truly appreciate the efforts of MI-GOAL and their trainers in 
presenting this important information.” Major Joel Maatman, 
Field and Staff Services Administrator, ICSO, reports that staff 
reviews have been very positive, and the agency is impressed 
with the quality of the trainers. A lot of good comments and 

questions have come from the program and, in 
his words, “Great training, long overdue!” 

Calling for all Grants
by Kate Miller, LAHR Board

LAHR is proud to announce its second 
round of grant-giving. LAHR opens 
its grant program every two years and 
offers applicants the opportunity to 
submit project proposals for evaluation. 

If a project proposal is selected, it has the chance of 
being awarded up to $5,000!

LAHR has worked with groups, such as Gateway 
Services and the MSU School of Social Work, to 
help the Greater Lansing LGBTA community grow, learn, 
and prosper through this grant program.  Selected proposals 
will begin their funding period in June and will have a LAHR 
representative as a contact through the duration of the project’s 
funding.

If you are interested in submitting a proposal, please contact the 
LAHR Grant Committee Chair, Kate Miller, at kmill1716@
gmail.com. You will receive the LAHR Request for Proposals 
(RFP). All proposals must be received by March 8, 2012. If 
mailed, a proposal must be postmarked before March 8, 2012.
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MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

scholarships for students who support Lesbian,
Bisexual, Gay and Transgender Communities

The Pride
Scholarship

Preference given to incoming, 
first-year students 

Candidates should demonstrate a 
history of academic excellence 
and involvement with or
contributions to the LBGT  
community

Award range is $4,500 to $5,000 

Pougnet and Green 
Scholarship

Preference given to
undergraduate juniors or seniors 
who are enrolled in the Eli Broad 
College of Business at MSU 

Candidates must demonstrate
academic excellence and
involvement with or contributions 
to the LGBT community 

Award range is $2,000 to $5,000 

GLBT Alumni 
of Michigan State 

University

The deadline for both scholarships is Friday, March 30, 2012, 5pm 
An online application and a downloadable application at 

 http://lbgtrc.msu.edu/scholarships 
ALL STUDENTS ARE WELCOME TO APPLY! 
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
P.O. Box 6565

East Lansing, MI 48826

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

So, I was born in March of 1941.  I turned 70 last year. Those of you  who know me better than others, know it was a 
watershed birthday for me.  First of all, last year two of my four biological kids turned 50!  Can you imagine having kids 
that are 50?  I came here to Michigan, from Florida at age 53.  How can my kids be almost that age now?  Well, because 
when you have three kids before you are 21, and you are 70, your kids are 50! For some reason, that was a fact, I wasn’t 
ready to grasp.  

It seems in these letters to you, they are not about me.  Well being 70, weeks from being 71, is a big deal. I am sure if I 
stretch it a bit it can be thought of as political rather than self serving, can’t it? 

Dare I again write about Old People who are LGBT ? I have talked about that in many of my Letters From the President.  
Recently I was a speaker at a conference of Directors of Nursing in Wisconsin.  I crossed state lines as an expert on LGBT old people, and 
issues of their care at long term care facilities. Before my talk, I met a couple in the lounge.  The couple were not same sex. They were white, 
privileged—one a vet, one an artist.  When I said I was in town speaking at a conference, they asked on what?  I said, “on Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender Old People”.  “Oh”, she said “why would that make a difference whether an old person is that way or not. My mom is 
86 what difference does it make to her what she is?”       

I smiled, no sense in the lounge getting into it with her, particularly since she had no sensitivity even about her own old mom.  I smiled and said, 
“well it does”, and left it at that.

When I told the story in the introduction to my talk at the plenary session of the conference the next day, to press home on why I was there:  
there was nary a gasp, nary a sign of disbelief.  When after my talk, being signaled to come and answer some questions from individuals, over 
and over again, they said it doesn’t make a difference who we are.  Is it true?  Are we safe? I think I draw a pretty complete picture of what I 
believe is true: like in the ordinances, if it ain’t named it isn’t protected! 

I have been in many long term care facilities as a past commissioner on services to the aging. Not once did I see, either in the forms one is 
asked to fill out, to pictures on the wall, residents exhibiting themselves as other than heterosexual, in a single staff member with an innocuous 
rainbow ribbon, for goodness sakes.  Are we to assume no news is good news? You all know how far that will get you, don’t you.  

My talk is pretty tame.  I ask that they take preliminary small steps:  training,  a displayed inclusion policy-- with the words Sexual orientation, 
gender identity, and gender expression.  I ask that places on their admittance forms be added to the traditional Married, divorced, single, 
widow—widower.  

Two directors of nursing, sitting together, asked me privately, what other titles could be added to the above to be more inclusive.  I was 
delighted.  Until again, one of them said, it really doesn’t make a difference to us if a potential resident puts down that they are in a same sex 
relationship. It does legally, I say.  Maybe I just have to start there!  

Anyway, thanks for letting me do old people again. Let me know what you think and if you have any stories that I can add to my cultural 
competency trainings that I have been doing on LGBT Old People.

Sincerely,

Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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Michigan LGBT ComedyFest  
organizers expect more than 1,000  
people to attend the 16th annual  
event on March 10. ComedyFest  
celebrates the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people and their allies 
that contribute to a vibrant and successful Michigan. It is one of the oldest and 
largest LGBT comedy festivals in the nation, featuring four of the country’s 
funniest performers in one night.

Michigan LGBT ComedyFest expected 
to draw over 1,000 in Dearborn

 WHEN:  Saturday, March 10 at 8pm
 WHERE:  Ford Community and Performing Arts Center, 

15801 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI, 48124
 WHO:  Chantal Carrere, Los Angeles, Erin Foley, Los Angeles, 

Chris Doucette, New York, Diane Amos, San Francisco

The event is a production of Equality Michigan, which works to achieve  
full equality and respect for all people in Michigan regardless of sexual  

orientation, gender identity or gender expression.

TICKETS are $35 in advance and $40 at the door (if available). They may 
be purchased at www.comedyfest.org or by phone at 313-537-7000. Tickets 
are also available at Common Language Bookstore in Ann Arbor, Five15 in 
Royal Oak, and Just4Us in Ferndale.

Is the “Gay Rights 
Movement” sexist?

Emily Snoek, LAHR 
Intern
 
When people 
think about the 
movement to 
facilitate and 
protect the rights 
of individuals of 
the non-majority 
to love, marry, 

and receive the benefits of marriage 
from their lifelong partners, as well 
as receive protection under the law 
from harassment or discrimination on 
the basis of their sexual orientation, 
it is often labeled the “gay rights” 
movement. This is, after all, what 
we’re fighting for. The rights of gay 
people to marry and live their lives 
happily without negative interference 
on the basis of their sexual orientation. 
But does this term “gay” include 
men-loving-men, women-loving-
women, and all the categories and 
subcategories 
of non-
heterosexuality? 
Or does it imply 
that the gay men 
are really the 
ones who this 
movement is 
made of and made 
for?

Forming a 
movement around 
an acronym 
that attempts to 
include everyone 
may seem slightly 
ridiculous to 
some. No matter 
how inclusive 
the acronym, 
exclusion is still 
hard to escape 
and it can be hard 
to identify with 
just a letter in 
a name. Still, is 
the word “gay” 
inclusive? It can 
be argued that 

gay is an umbrella term, a term used 
to mean all those who identify as not 
straight. And while this may be true, it 
can make some (for example, lesbian 
women, bisexuals, transsexuals, 
asexuals, etc.) feel excluded, as though 
they are not as important a part of the 
movement. If at some point gay men 
feel they’ve won the fight against 
discrimination, will they cease to fight 
alongside their peers? 

While this is all speculation, we 
must ask ourselves whether the “Gay 
Rights” movement is in fact sexist 
in its use of ”gay” to mean all those 
individuals of a non-straight sexual 
orientation, and whether lesbians, 
bisexuals, other individuals and 
gay men for that matter should take 
offense to this. But then the question 
is, what could be a better name for the 
movement and is it even worth picking 
this bone within the movement when 
the fight should really be outside of it? 
Feel free to e-mail your opinions to the 
author at Emily.snoek@gmail.com

Older Gays Fear 
Coming Out
by Winston Gieseke – The Advocate

(Publisher’s Note - LAHR completed a 
grant involving an aging project entitled, 
Greater Lansing Guide to Aging Services 
for the LGBTQI Community, which was 
produced by the MSU School of Social 
Work.  This article provides additional 
information about this important subject.)  

New research from Ireland shows that one-
third of older gay people avoid coming 
out to family and friends out of fear of 
rejection.

The “Visible Lives” study — the first 
major survey of gay people over 55 
in Ireland — gathered its data from 
interviews with up to 144 people. Among 
the most visible findings is that while the 
majority of older gays have disclosed their 
sexual orientation to at least one person, 
many feel they’re unable to live openly in 
society.

The Irish Times reports  that “while most 
respondents are comfortable with their 
identity, 28% are not out to any neighbors 
and 10% are not out to any of their close 
family members.”

“However, they also show the resilience 
of many gay people who have overcome 
adversity and developed accepting 
relationships with family, friends and 
colleagues.”

The data also sheds light on the topic 
of isolation. Approximately 46% of gay 
elders live alone, compared to the 15% of 
elders in the general population who live 
alone.

Catherine Rose, chief executive of Age 
and Opportunity – the organization that 
funded the study – noticed a similarity of 
issues facing straight and gay older people 
in the country.

“We all need to work together to ensure 
the issues and needs identified in the report 
can be addressed and inform the broader 
agenda of the status and visibility of older 
people in Irish society,” she said
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Out at Work
by Frank Vaco, 
LAHR Board 

Walking around 
Corners
Part 1
 
Good News 

Out at Work followers, I got to do a 
presentation entitled “Walking around 
Corners” at the Midwest LGBT College 
Conference in Iowa.   So the next few 
articles will be on this subject.   My first 
power point didn’t go as expected.   So 
hopefully by writing out an outline I can 
better prepare myself.    I learned lots of 
interesting facts and found six books in 
the library on the subject.   Would you 
believe your career center can do more 
to help those LGBT professionals?

I practiced my speech with the Lansing 
Community College Gay Straight 
Alliance.   I was going to have a clip of 
a vintage work as we know it and then 
have a clip of Queer as Folk’s  Brian 

dealing with a client.   The vintage 
video had a wholesome man waking 
up in the morning, kissing his family 
goodbye, and starting his job.  Queer as 
Folk clip of Brian had him describing 
the difference between one product over 
another is that we have sex appeal.  In 
turn he sleeps with the happily married 
man with kids.
 
You can say they somewhat didn’t see 
the connection so I decided to just use a 
showing of Coming Out stories - Chris 
who is a mayor who comes out to his 
constituents.      The human factor also 
was missing from my speech for it 
was all facts  and not enough time for 
dialogue.   I am out in the workforce, 
and these students who I am trying to 
reach may not be.

I had one ask - I don’t think sex should 
be raised up in a working environment.   
I asked what about social situations 
where you are asked to go to a party 
or event.   Do you really want to go it 
stag when you have a hot boyfriend or 
girlfriend at home?   Making up stuff 
drains your resources and puts a hole 

Mitten Mavens
Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby

Like us on Facebook!

Experience the excitement of

Roller Derby
beamaven@mittenmavens.net

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

• You can be a Derby Girl!
• No experience necessary
• We’ll even teach you to skate
• We accept everyone regardless 
  of experience or ability
• We don’t discriminate 
• We’re LGBT friendly
• Contact us today!
• Mitten Mavens of Lansing

Be a Derby Girl!

in the pocket of your business.  So 
hopefully I am learning to stop being 
Robotic and enter a more humanoid 
direction for my presentation.   It’s about 
Changing workplace, Creating Change, 
Challenges, and what others have done. 

So the business department, career 
center, and Lansing Community College 
who strives for diversity only had six 
books in the their library about Coming 
Out in the workplace.   One of my 
resources Out for Work (Outforwork.
com) has a certification program that 
comes with a library.   Do you know 
any other resources?  Let me know at 
Vacaafrank@gmail.com .

Daylight Savings Time
begins March 11 at 2 a.m.

Don’t forget to change your clocks to
Spring Ahead!
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander
 
A Whole Self

Last night, I had the 
privilege of watching 
the movie “Call 
Me Malcolm” with 

a group of people from Edgewood 
United Church of Christ and students 
at Michigan State University.  The film 
follows the journey of a transgender 
person, Malcolm Himschoot, who 
becomes an ordained minister in the 
United Church of Christ.  Malcolm was 
ordained in 2004, one year after my 
ordination in the UCC, and I find the 
film to be incredibly moving.

Malcolm’s story is a story about a 
journey towards wholeness, towards 
becoming the person that God created 
him to be.  At first, he didn’t believe 
that he would be welcome within 

the church, much less celebrated and 
affirmed as an ordained minister.  
But over time, as he felt the love 
and blessing of his fellow seminary 
students, the affirmation from his 
minister, and the joyous welcome in 
his church, Malcolm lived out his call 
to be a pastor and to find wholeness 
as he transitioned during his time in 
seminary.

The film itself is a beautiful testimony 
to the joy that can come when one lives 
as a whole person, when one is affirmed 
and celebrated, when one chooses to be 
fully himself.  But at the same time, the 
film tells other stories, stories of people 
who were killed because of their gender 
identity, of people who suffered severe 
discrimination and persecution.  While 
Malcolm’s story reveals the joy of 
wholeness, it also reflects upon the pain 
that is inflicted by those who chose 
bigotry and bias over affirmation and 
celebration.

Both types of stories are important.  
Stories of joy and affirmation and 

 

Detention
without trial

is wrong, 
illegal, &

dangerous  
here and everywhere.

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice,
working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

wholeness help us to envision a world 
where all people are celebrated for 
being the people they were created to 
be.  Stories of violence and persecution 
remind us that there is still a lot of 
work to be done.  

It is my hope that more people will 
watch films like “Call Me Malcolm,” so 
that we can continue to work towards a 
world where joy and wholeness win out 
over intolerance and bigotry.  I believe 
it can happen.  I believe it will happen.  
And I thank God for people like Rev. 
Malcolm Himschoot, who help us 
envision a world where wholeness 
reigns.

God bless,
Pastor Kari Nicewander
Edgewood United Church, United 
Church of Christ
www.edgewooducc.org

R Cole Bouck, President, MI-GOAL, says, 
“MI-GOAL is privileged to have such skilled 
trainers among its membership. And the 
residents of greater Lansing and Ingham 
County are very fortunate to have the level 
of LGBT support available to them from 
their local law enforcement, public safety 
and criminal justice agencies. These agencies 
obviously recognize the importance of fairness 
and equality, and the positive impact this 
has for professionals in these particularly 
stressful and very dangerous lines of work, 
and the community. That they choose to 
work proactively to support their LGBT 
staff and residents says a great deal about 
their earnestness and integrity as leaders. I 
commend them for their leadership” 

While we work to educate the law enforcement 
community on open communications with 
the LGBT community, it is just as important 
to educate the LGBT community on open 
communications with law enforcement.  I 
hope to continue bridging that gap through this 
monthly article.

Be safe!

(Continued from page 1)

Walking the Beat
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Being Prepared

Why do people always 
have to learn the hard 
way?  You would think 
with all the brain power 

we humans have, we would listen to sage 
advice and deal with something before it’s 
too late or ensure we were prepared.  I’m 
talking about neighborhood crime.  
 
We live in one of the best neighborhoods in 
the city.  It’s vibrant and welcoming.  All the 
houses are unique and come with a lot of 
history.  However, our neighborhood is not 
without its problems.
 
We have seen quite an uptick in the amount 
of burglaries in the neighborhood in the 
last few months.  Several homes have been 
broken into and many things stolen.  I have 
recently become a board member of my 
neighborhood association and was at our 
annual meeting.  One of our guest speakers 
was the Lansing Chief of Police.  She spoke 

The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

about crime statistics in our neighborhood 
and spoke about patrols and what the city is 
trying to do to combat this trend.
 
She gave a lot of good advice.  Some things 
seem like common sense.  Things like, lock 
your deadbolts, ALWAYS.  Leave a light on 
when not at home.  Keep your outside lights 
on all night.  Other pieces of advice were 
not necessarily things you would think of.  
She spoke about paying attention to what’s 
going on in your neighborhood.  Do you see 
anything odd?  Do you see people walking 
up and down the same street a few times?  
Do you see cars slowly driving up and down 
streets in your neighborhood?  Her advice?  
Report it!  Call the police!  
 
There are other suggestions as well.  Get 
a dog (if you can handle it).  I don’t mean 
some little ankle yapper, I mean a DOG.  
Homes with dogs are much less likely to be 
robbed than those that don’t.  Get a security 
system.  There are a lot of affordable ones 
today and even ones that work on cellular 
networks rather than needing a land line.  
This is way cheaper!  There are also some 
pretty cheap infrared wireless cameras 
available these days too.  Some friends of 

ours just got one and it was cheap, records 
images wirelessly to your computer and 
the picture quality is great, even in total 
darkness!
 
If there is anything I can tell you is this: 
take the time to do some research and do 
something to prevent a robbery in your 
home.  Think of all the stuff you will have 
to do if you are robbed as an incentive.  
You have to take inventory of all that was 
lost.  Possibly take time off work to have 
repairs done to your home.  You have to find 
receipts for all the stolen stuff.  You have 
to figure out how much the replacement 
cost is.  You wait for reimbursement.  You 
repurchase all the items stolen.  It goes on 
and on.  You will spend HOURS on this.  
Isn’t it better to spend a couple of hours 
doing some research and purchasing a few 
items that could deter the theft?
 
The choice is yours.  I’m doing my research 
and buying stuff tomorrow.
 
Tell me what you think.  Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome.  
Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com 
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A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? -Part 10 
Declaration of Sentiments:  Now, in view 
of this entire disenfranchisement of half 
the people of this country, through social 
and religious degradation – in view of the 
unjust laws above mentioned, and because 

women do feel themselves aggrieved, 
oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of 

their most sacred rights, we insist that they 
have immediate admission to all the rights 

and privileges which belong to them as 
citizens of the United States. 

– Elizabeth Cady Stanton

Our legal system is not a perfect system, 
and never was.  There was a time when 
blacks and women were property under 
the law, and not people.  They had no 
legal rights and had to struggle for their 
proper status over hundreds of years.  
The 14th Amendment describes certain 
“suspect classes.”  Where discrimination 
is involved, it is good to be one of the 
suspect (protected) classes.  

At present, gays, lesbians, bisexual 

and transgender individuals are not, 
individually or collectively, protected 
classes.  Consequently we can be 
discriminated against on the basis of 
who we are.  There have been attempts 
made to change the Michigan Civil 
Rights Law to include sexual orientation 
as a protected class.  The attempt that 
I was most involved with was in 1985.  
James Dressel was a Republican State 
Legislator from Western Michigan.  He 
led the charge in the Michigan legislature, 
assisted by Democrats Perry Bullard and 
Lynn Johndal.  Many of us lobbied the 
Legislators, with the assistance of Susan 
Green, who came from Washington D.C., 
hired by the Michigan Organization 
for Human Rights.  The attempt failed 
because of widespread opposition to the 
issue and an unrelated threat to recall 
legislators, which made the legislators 
nervous about passing anything 
controversial.  Jim Dressel lost his seat 
in the next election, largely because of 
his efforts to amend the Michigan Civil 
Rights Law to include sexual orientation 
as a protected class. (He later served as 
President of the Michigan Organization 
for Human Rights.)  

Although the attempt was unsuccessful, 
I would not call it a failure, just as I 
would not call each of the attempts to 
give women and blacks the right to vote 
a failure because, ultimately, women and 
blacks did obtain the right to vote.  If at 

first you don’t succeed…  This applies 
profoundly to the legal and legislative 
process.  Remember those photos of angry 
suffragettes being hauled off to prison?  If 
you have not seen those pictures, you can 
Google “suffragette.”  Some of the photos 
date back to the late 1800’s.  And there 
were efforts to give women and blacks 
equal rights that predate our Declaration 
of Independence.  

Catholics Abuse Freedom 
of Religion
from the Internet

Catholic Charities in Illinois has served 
for more than 40 years as a major link in 
the state’s social service network for poor 
and neglected children. But now most of 
the Catholic Charities affiliates in Illinois 
are closing down rather than comply 
with a new requirement that says they 
can no longer receive state money if they 
turn away same-sex couples as potential 
foster care and adoptive parents.  Catholic 
Charities say this nondiscrimination 
law limits their Freedom of Religion 
– apparently hateful behavior is more 
important than helping poor and neglected 
children.
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Gay Legend Celebration Success
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The celebration of the local gay legend, Michael  “Mica” Kindman, at Everybody Reads 
was a big success – see the picture with this article.  Author, Ken Wachsberger, of the  
Voices from the Underground  4 volume series told the story of Kindman.

The story was from Kindman’s autobiography, entitled My Odyssey though the 
Underground Press, which is volume 2 of this 4 volume series.  Listening to his story, 
as told by Wachsberger and others who were present and personally new Kindman, was 
most interesting.

Although Kindman was closeted, like most LGBT people in the 1960s, when he lived 
in the Lansing area, was a student at Michigan State University and founded The Paper, 
East Lansing’s first underground newspaper and one of the first five papers in the 
country in opposition to the Vietnam War.  Kindman didn’t come out until he moved to 
San Francisco many years later and was a key activist in the Radical Faeries.  He died of 
AIDS in 1991, two months after submitting his final draft story, this autobiography, 

The event at Everybody Reads was attended by a large older crowd, who experienced 
life in the days of the Vietnam War and was not an LGBT event.  However, it was 
disappointing that only a couple LGBT people were present to hear this important and 
historical story about a local gay legend.  I did purchase the book and enjoy reading it.

Jackson, Michigan

Julie Nemecek reports that St. John’s 
United Church of Christ  is now an 
official Welcoming and Affirming 
Congregation, the first in the city of 
Jackson and only the second in the 
area (Universalist Unitarian Church 
of East Liberty went through this 
process a few years ago.)  Cause for 
celebration!
It’s time for Peace Prom!  This 
wonderful event for LGBT youth and 
their allies will be held earlier this 
year, March 24 , at St. John’s UCC.  
There is a Facebook Site up: Peace 
Prom 2012 A Black and White Ball.  
PFLAG will be responsible for food 
for the evening. Monetary donations 
will also be accepted.  Last year nearly 
150 kids attended and they had a 
terrific time!
 
Meetings are being held by Jackson 
Together, a coalition of people and 
organizations hoping to pass an 
inclusive civil rights ordinance for 
the city of Jackson.  They have a real 
possibility of passing an ordinance 
this time, and people are getting more 
organized.  .  A phone survey showed 
63% of people in Jackson are in favor 
of non-discrimination in housing and 
employment.  There is a Facebook 
page for Jackson Together: www.
facebook.com/JacksonTogether

New Group for Trans Support:  There 
is interest in forming a new group, as 
an adjunct to PFLAG, to offer support 
and socializing in a safe environment 
for transgender individuals in the area. 
This group could meet with PFLAG, 
and also possibly at people’s homes 
for casual events for fun.  Please 
contact us, or contact Stacie Cook at 
517-962-6447, or e-mail cook.stacie@
yahoo.com if interested. You may also 
“friend” Stacie on Facebook.

(Continued on page 9)

Breakfast Club Fun
by Bill Beachler, LAHR Host

The LAHR Breakfast Club will be getting 
together Saturday, March 24th, at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Frandor Flap Jack. 

LAHR Board members Cindy Redman and 
her partner Pam also usually attend. The 
Breakfast Club normally meets on the fourth 
Saturday each month.  We do not change our 
location every month, but we do sometimes 
change it.  We always post a notice about the 
Breakfast Club on the LAHR List Service.  
If you do not participate in this excellent 

service, read the Know What’s Happening 
article in this issue.  You may also call me or 
email anytime – see below.

The Breakfast Club is an excellent 
opportunity for the LGBT community and 
our families and friends to get together, 
enjoy good food, meet new friends, and 
discuss current issues and events without 
having any responsibilities. 

Everyone is welcome!! 

If you have any questions, please call Bill at 
337-1419 or email beachlerb@sbcglobal.net 
or call Cindy at 643-0956 

A Local Gay Legend remembered by author Ken Wachsberger at Everybody Reads
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwoodposterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Friday Dinner Group
by Gary Hicks,  
LAHR Board

March Friday Night 
Dinner at Cugino’s 
in Grand Ledge

Cugino’s, a casual 
Italian restaurant in downtown Grand 
Ledge, will be the site of our March 
LGBT Friday night dinner. The dinner will 
be held on Friday, March 16, at 6:30 pm.  
Cugino’s is located at 306 S. Bridge St and 
features a wide array of Italian entrees, 
including chicken, veal, pasta dishes, 
pizza, oven-baked sandwiches, and a few 
American entrees like steak, burgers, and 
fish and chips. 
 
For more information, Cugino’s has a 
Facebook page, and their menu can be 
viewed at www.cuginosmenu.com.

These dinners provide an opportunity 
to meet with others in the local LGBT 
community and socialize over a casual 
meal.  Friends, family members, and 
partners are always welcome. We usually 
dine at independently-owned restaurants, 
where a satisfying meal can be purchased 
for ten dollars or less. 

Some diners also choose to walk after the 
meal; downtown Grand Ledge, with its 
Island Park and historic opera house, is 
a picturesque setting for an after dinner 
stroll.

Please RSVP to garyhickslaw@aol.com  
by 3 pm on Friday, March 16, if you plan 
to attend so we know how much seating to 
request.

PFLAG Jackson is on the web - visit 
their Web site  http://www.jacksonpflag.
com/  or Facebook by searching for Pflag 
Jackson.  Question? Call 517-750-3045    
You may send them a donation by making 
checks payable to PFLAG Jackson and 
mail them to:  PFLAG Jackson,  P.O. Box 
4065, Jackson, MI 49204.

(Continued from page 8)

PFLAG

Washington /  
Lansing Responds
Senator Carl Levin Responds to a 
LAHR Member:

Subject:  Uniting American Families 
Act

Thank you for contacting me about the 
Uniting American Families Act (S.821).  I 
appreciate receiving your views on this 
matter.
 
Introduced by Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT) 
on April 14, 2011, this bill would change the 
Immigration and Naturalization Act so that 
permanent partners would be considered 
spouses for immigration purposes.  This bill 

has been referred to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee.
 
I will keep your views in mind should this 
bill come before the full Senate.  Thank you 
again for contacting me.
 
Sincerely,
Carl Levin, United States Senator

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received 
many emails from people, including my 
own, from governmental officials on a 
variety of subjects.  Beginning in May, 2009, 
I am going to include one letter per month 
entitled “Washington / Lansing Responds.”  
I hope these letters provide you a better 
understanding of where our elected officials 
stand on important LGBT issues and a better 
understanding of the issue.  If you receive 
responses, please email them to me.  Thank 
You!)
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ACLU 2012 Workplan
by William Beachler, Publisher

The ACLU reports, 
“In 2012, we’re facing 
an escalating assault 
on our fundamental 
freedoms in states all 
across the country.”  
The 2012 ACLU 
Workplan “will 
protect and expand 

American freedoms by asserting our 
values, standing up for our principles, 
and ensuring that the protections of 
the Constitution extend to the most 
vulnerable among us.”  The following 
items are within the plan for the LGBT 
community:

In 2012, the ACLU will pursue 
court actions to advance relationship 
protections in Montana, Missouri, 
Alaska, and elsewhere.  They will fight 
for the freedom to marry in legislatures 
in Washington State and Maryland and 
may well be working for marriage at 
the ballot box in Maine, Maryland and 
Washington State.

The ACLU was a leader in the landmark 
effort to overturn the government’s 
discriminatory “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” policy.  And in 2012, the ACLU 
will take the lead in challenging the 
remaining injustices the LGBT soldiers 
are still facing in the wake of this policy.

All too often, schools fail to protect 
LGBT youth from bullying, and in some 
cases, they even perpetuate a culture 
of harassment.  In 2012, the ACLU 
will continue the work to ensure that 
students have the right to express their 
sexual orientation or gender identity, 
without having to forego participation 
in meaningful school activities – from 
forming Gay-Straight Alliance clubs, to 
attending the prom with a same-sex date, 
to wearing the attire of their choice at 
the prom or in yearbook photos.

In 2012, the ACLU will be doing more 
to educate policymakers and the public 
on transgender issues while seeking 
opportunities to make laws more rational 
and appropriate.  The ACLU is currently 
engaged in a lawsuit in Illinois and 
another in Alaska regarding changing 
gender markers on birth certificates and 

drivers licenses.  
The ACLU will 
continue work to 
include gender 
identity in non-
discrimination 
laws and to 
challenge biased 
laws against 
transgender 
people in 
employment, 
schools 
and public 
accommodations.

LGBT HUD Housing Victory 
from Equality Michigan

The Washington Post has reported that new 
regulations from the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) are under 
consideration which, if adopted, will make 
things easier for some LGBT citizens who 
are looking for rental housing. 

According to the story, the new proposed 
regulations “would prohibit lenders from 
using sexual orientation or gender identity 
as a way of determining a borrower’s 
eligibility. In a nod to same-sex marriages 
and same-sex parents, the rule change 
would state that eligible families have the 
opportunity to participate in HUD-based 
programs regardless of marital status or 
sexual orientation.”

In addition, the proposed regulations prohibit 
owners and operators of HUD-funded 
housing from asking housing applicants or 
occupants about their sexual orientation or 
gender identity.

The story cites a 2007 study by Michigan’s 
Fair Housing Centers which showed that 
27% of Michigan’s landlords discriminated 
against LGBT renters. The discrimination 
included charging higher rents, discouraging 
LGBT renters from applying, and even 
denying access to housing altogether.

The problem of housing discrimination 
doesn’t end in 2007, either. Ten percent of 
the calls our Department of Victim Services 
received in the last fiscal quarter of 2010 

(Continued on page 12)
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Large Luxury 1 Bedroom
One block from downtown. Large luxury 1 bedroom up-
per unit. $750 plus utilities. Security deposit. Complete-
ly new inside. All new appliances, dishwasher, washer/
dryer, microwave, two gas fireplaces, large master 
bedroom with walk-in closets, large upper deck, shared 
2 car garage, large lower deck with gazebo.

Large Luxury Efficiency
Country living- Large luxury efficiency. Overlooks 
Portland dam. Acres of landscaped grounds. $800 plus 
utilities. Security deposit. New appliances with shared 
washer/dryer. Partially furnished with sectional, coffee 
table and large, new California King bed and mattress.
and 52” flatscreen over large stone fireplace.

Must have good credit history and references.  
No smoking in units.

Apartments for Rent
Portland MI

Gay Owner - Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email me at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

grown increasingly hostile and have been 
working to deny gay and lesbian residents 
basic opportunities. Many of these couples 
live in fear of losing a job for reasons 
that have nothing to do with their job 
performance, or losing access to health 
care because of anti-gay activists, or being 
targeted by hate violence. Lawmakers 
have a responsibility to address these 
problems and ensure that gay, lesbian and 
transgender citizens can safely participate 
in Michigan’s civic and economic life.”

Researchers say that the Census still 
significantly undercounts the gay and 
transgender community. It does not 
ask respondents to report their sexual 
orientation or gender identity. And, 
transgender people are not identifiable at 
all by Census data.

The Williams Institute, a leading think 
tank in the field of sexual orientation and 
gender identity in law and public policy, 
released statistical snapshots of the new 
data on gay and lesbian couples living in 
Michigan.

Census data released 
on gay and lesbian 
households in Michigan

21,782 couples reported in 2010

2010 Census data released today shows 
247,283 unmarried partner households and 
21,782 households led by gay and lesbian 
couples in Michigan. Equality Michigan, 
a statewide advocacy group, estimates 
that at least 287,000 gay and transgender 
adults live in Michigan.

“This is a reminder that gay and lesbian 
citizens make up a significant portion 
of Michigan’s population,” said Denise 
Brogan-Kator, Equality Michigan’s 
Executive Director. “Gay and lesbian 
residents live in every region of our state, 
yet lawmakers continue to ignore them. 
Our Representatives and Senators have 

Know What’s Happening
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Join your friends and be one of the approximately 500 
current participants in the excellent LAHR list services to 
learn what’s happening.  These free services are one of the 
best communication tools available.  There are two list servs 
available:  LAHRonline (social) and LAHRdiscussion.  
 
The LAHRonline list service is for social communication.  You 
will receive all postings about what is happening in the Mid-
Michigan area.  In addition, you also have the opportunity to 
post what you know, so you can share it with others.  

The LAHRdiscussion list service is for conversations about 
various topics.  You may read what others think about a 
particular topic and you may add your “two-cents” to the 
discussion.  This is frequently an educational opportunity.  Often 
this discussion includes information and opinions about politics.

You have the opportunity to join one or both of these excellent, 
free list services.  It’s simple  - just go to the LAHR Web site 
home page at www.lahronline.org  and on the right side of 
the screen it says, “Subscribe to Mailing List.”  Under this 
heading are the two choices.  Just click LAHRonline and/
or LAHRdiscussion to join.  The more people who join, the 
more effective, informative, and successful the services will 
become!!!

Patrick & Michael Krause
16 years

March 9

“How time flies!”
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Marriage Is About Family, 
My Dad Knew That
(The National Center for Lesbian Rights 
provided this personal story in support 
of marriage equality presented by Liz 
Seaton, NCLR State Policy Director, to the 
Maryland legislature.)

I am a Maryland resident who has lived in 
this state for 22 years, and I share a home 
with my spouse, Pat, and our 11 year 
old daughter Ryan.  Pat and I married in 
Ontario, Canada in 2003 when we planned 
to be there on vacation with my parents.  

I am extremely glad we did, because we lost 
my Dad three years ago.  If we had waited to 
marry in Maryland, he would have missed it.  
He wanted to see his beloved granddaughter 
Ryan become the child of married parents, 
like he and my Mom. 

He was extremely proud of our family, 
and he loved Pat and Ryan very much.  
Initially, my Dad was trying to figure 
out if we had kids, if that made him a 

grandfather (or not), because we were 
not able to marry.  He was a lifelong 
Republican and to him, marriage meant 
family.  

The denial of freedom to marry meant 
something too, a brand of inferiority 
on some families.  He understood that 
perfectly, and what it meant when Pat and 
I could finally marry two decades after we 
began living together.  

Hanging up in our home is the collage 
my Dad made and framed from pictures 
he took of us on our wedding day. And 
somewhere in our pile of family pictures 
are the ones Pat took of him to send to 
me when she took her turn and flew to 
Wisconsin to sleep on a cot in his hospital 
room for a week in the year he lay dying. 
Love, commitment, mutual responsibility 
between generations, a lifetime of caring. 
Family. 

For so many, that is what SB 241 is 
all about.  I know several lesbian and 
gay couples who have refused to marry 
elsewhere, because they are determined 
to marry in their home state of Maryland.  

Make a difference in the lives of Maryland 
families, same-sex couples and their 
children, and put Maryland on right side 
of history. Vote in favor of Senate Bill 241 
and urge your colleagues in the House of 
Delegates to do the same.

were from people dealing with anti-LGBT 
housing discrimination. 

While Equality Michigan applauds the 
proposed HUD regulations, it is clear they 
don’t go far enough simply because not all 
landlords participate in HUD. Despite some 
Michigan communities having ordinances 
that prohibit anti-LGBT discrimination 
in housing and employment, the fact 
remains that anti-LGBT housing and job 
discrimination is legal in Michigan under 
both state and federal law.

Equality Michigan is committed to ending 
such discrimination and is working to 
eliminate legal anti-LGBT discrimination in 
housing and employment by 2014.

(Continued from page 12)

Housing Victory
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Gateway LGBT Youth 
Activities Continued
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

(Publisher Note – Recently, I provided 
several reports that provided information 
and progress about our LAHR grant to 
Gateway.  LAHR extended the Gateway 
youth project and the following is a 
continuation of the article from the 
January newsletter from their most recent 
report.)   

Following are activities for October and 
November:  

October

• Discussed National Coming Out 
Day and LGBTQ History Month.  
The group created a window display 
honoring both at Everybody Reads 
Bookstore. 

• Discussed transgender issues and 
shared safe online resources.  Viewed 
some videos on transgender people 
who were in transition and processed 
as a group.  

• Engaged in an art activity called “My 
Life Thus Far.”

• Did some mass flyering of local 
businesses and contacted all GSA’s 
and local community partners about 
the group.  

November

• Attended the Dia De Los Muertos 
event at MSU.  This event was 
dedicated to honoring transgender 
people and those who have died 
because of hate.

• Attended the Bridges Open Mic event 
at Scene Metro Space on November 

22nd celebrating gender expression, 
challenging gender violence and 
honoring transgender and two-spirit 
voices.  Welcomed back a former 
group member who has been off at 
college – she shared her experiences 
and attend the open mic with the 
group.  One group member performed 
at the Open Mic and it was a big 
success!!

• Continued the “My Life Thus Far” 
activity and processed as a group.  
Discussed both positive and negative 
things each person has endured.  
Discussed how we all have the ability 
to overcome adversity and grow.  
Discussed how although there have 
been struggles they each had many 
positive memories to share.  

•  Presented at East Lansing High 
School’s GSA to discuss what the 
group is and how to get involved.  
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Washington / Lansing Responds
Senator Debbie Stabenow Responds to a LAHR Member:

Subject:  Marriage

Thank you for contacting me to share your views about the right to marry.  I understand your strong feelings. 
  
As you know, this is a very emotional issue for many people whose diverse opinions reflect their strong religious beliefs. However,  I 
believe that we must respect the legal rights of those in committed relationships – basic rights most  Americans take for granted like 
visiting a critically-ill loved one in the hospital or shared property protections. 
  
Traditionally, it has been the responsibility of individual states to govern the legal requirements for marriage. I believe the legal 
aspects of marriage should continue to be a state responsibility and that it is not necessary to change our U.S. Constitution.  When the 
so-called federal marriage amendment came before me in the Senate, I voted against it, as I have done in the past. 
  
Again, thank you for contacting me about this issue. Please continue to keep me informed about issues of concern to you. 
  
Sincerely, 
Debbie Stabenow, United States Senator 

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received many emails from people, including my own, from governmental officials on a variety of 
subjects.  Beginning in May, 2009, I am going to include one letter per month entitled “Washington / Lansing Responds.”  I hope these 
letters provide you a better understanding of where our elected officials stand on important LGBT issues and a better understanding of 
the issue.  If you receive responses, please email them to me.  Thank You!)

Fun Fact!
Steven Spielberg resigned 
from his place on the advisory 
board for the Boy Scouts of 
America because he disagreed 
with the organizations anti-
homosexuality stance. According 
to the Boy Scouts of America, 
“homosexuals are not proper role 
models for our organization.”
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SUNDAY
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - 11  a.m. - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - 
contact (517) 371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 

Monday at 6pm in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 
North Washington Square - contact Frank Vaco lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com 
or Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.edu for more information

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - On hold.  If you have questions, please email Bill at 
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call 337-1419

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United 

Methodist Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 

South Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 

at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for location 

and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 
Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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