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Love is Louder!  Michigan Pride’s  
23rd Annual Festival Weekend
by Nicholas Sekmistrz, Michigan Pride

It’s hard to believe but it’s only a matter of days until 
Michigan Pride Festival Weekend is here. The annual 

Michigan Pride White party will kick off the excitement in Lansing’s Old Town 
on Friday, June 15th at 8pm.  The White Party is recognized as Michigan’s largest 
white-themed attire event and one ticket will provide access to four unique venues 
in Old Town.  White Party attendees will enjoy festivities in the Michigan Pride 
event tent and themed specials at Spiral Dance Bar, Grand Café, and Esquire.  
 

The celebration continues on Saturday morning as staging for the 23rd Annual Pride 
March will start at 10am at Adado Riverfront Park.  At 11am, the March will begin and 
participants will march through downtown Lansing to the steps of the Capitol.  Floats 
and parade vehicles are encouraged but must be registered in advance.  Please visit www.
michiganpride.org  for more details and to register.

At noon, the annual Michigan Pride Commitment Ceremony will take place at 
the Capitol with many couples standing proudly together to affirm their love.  
The ceremony is fee and registration will start at 11:30 at the Capitol steps.  
Following the ceremony, Senator Gretchen Whitmer and other nationally and 
locally recognized speakers will speak at the Capitol Rally to take a stand for 
GLBTQ rights.

Westboro Visits Again, But Love Wins Again
by Rev. Daniel Plasman, Edgewood United Church, UCC

Folks from the Westboro Baptist Church in Topeka, KS, recently made a visit to the campus of 
MSU in East Lansing just to say hello and spread their good cheer. Nice signs! Colorful. Readable. 
All the words are spelled correctly, even the challenging, three-syllable IMMINENT.

Actually, these people are anything but dumb.  The church, which claims about a hundred members 
and is led by the Rev. Fred Phelps, is a smart operation. Of his thirteen children, eleven have law 
degrees, which explains, in part, their lucrative family law firm and much of their income. They’ve 
also successfully defended before the Supreme Court their first amendment right to free speech. 
They sue towns and municipalities that try to stop them from picketing funerals, churches, and 
anyone else they suspect are not obeying God as they believe God should be obeyed

They picket funerals of U.S. soldiers because they believe America is morally bankrupt for 
increasingly granting rights to the LGBTQ community. Every body bag and every flag-draped 
coffin is another sign of God’s anger with us.

Annual Pride Issue
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Appreciated Reader, 

In the year, June is the month during which Lesbian women, gay men, bisexual and transgender women and 
men celebrate together and publically their very being-ness.  Just as we have come to celebrate all diversities 
in the world, we celebrate our own communities, our families, our organizations, and ourselves as LGBT 
people. 

LAHR, as a strong local human rights organization, is at the center of the many other advocacy groups for 
equal rights, and legal protection from discrimination, based on who we are, who we love, how it is we 

express or identify our gender.  We continue to speak out for issues of importance; fund, to the best of our ability, programs that 
enhance our lives and well being.

Our board is diverse and capable. We have members who have served on the board longer than I have lived in Lansing, over 
eighteen years.  We have board members who have served for just over a year, and one who just joined.  She is our newest board 
member of just a few months;  the second to be elected to the board who began working for LAHR as undergraduate students at 
MSU.  

 We are old and young and all over the map in-between.   A gap or two in terms of representation is we lack a person who 
identifies as transgender and someone who identifies as bisexual, but all and all we do ok in terms of representation of our 
diversity.  You can be proud of your LAHR Board as we are proud of our members and readers of this LAHR Newsletter.  I 
encourage you, if  you have a special interest that you wish LAHR to tackle, to attend a board meeting, see what we are about and 
share with us what’s on your mine.  Even without a particular issue or interest you just wish to work with a group of committed 
and experienced women and men who currently lead LAHR.  We’d love to have you, join us as a potential board member or an 
engaged member of LAHR.  

On another note, if you are not already registered to vote, if you are not already informed about all the races, local, state-wide, 
and national, if you are not already engaged in a campaign or three, please take all the necessary steps, outlined above to become 
an informed and engaged voter.  I know if each of us does something, more if you can, less if you can’t, to elect fair-minded 
people to all levels of government, we can will gain the freedom and equality that we all desire and deserve for all of us.  Please 
promise me-- really promise yourself-- to make this election count in our long struggles for justice.

LAHR PAC is sending out questionnaires to all the candidates in the greater Lansing area, towards ranking them as to how 
concerned and engaged they are to bringing about that justice.  Before the primary election in August and again, prior to the 
general election in November, LAHR PAC will publish their findings. Please let all who you know, who appreciate who you are, 
who care about justice, know about these findings.   

So I end this letter with a note of pride in being an old lesbian; being an activist, and being the president of LAHR, please join me 
in patting yourself on the back for being all that you are and all that you can be. 

Proudly,  Penny

Letter from the Prez
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Covenant Life Worship Center
 

Relationship, Not Rules

GO WHERE YOU’RE CELEBRATED -

NOT WHERE YOU’RE TOLERATED

We invite you to come worship with us
Sunday at Noon & Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

1380 Haslett Rd. Haslett, MI 48840

517-339-9590  www.clwcchurch.com

Pastors Phil & Marilyn Parmelee

Join the Band!
“Join the Equality Band of Michigan   

preparing for Pride celebrations.  
Email Gary Hicks at GHicks5200@aol.com “

The Pride Festival gates will open at noon and will 
feature non-stop fun throughout the day and evening. 
Festival tickets are $5 and will be available at the gate.  
An eclectic array of food choices will be available all day 
during the festival along with artesian booths featuring 
one of a kind art and jewelry. The family children’s area 
will return this year featuring a brand new lineup of 
painting, crafts, games, and fun.

As always, the Michigan Pride Beverage tent will be 
mixing up libations to keep the party moving.  The 
Michigan Pride Main Stage will kick off with God-Des 
and She at 2pm and the party will shift into high gear at 
5pm when Chris Willis takes to the stage.  The talent of 
locally recognized DJ’s will carry the party throughout the 
day and into the evening.  

Only four picketers from Westboro showed up to the MSU campus.  Across 
the street, a couple hundred students and community residents waved their 
own signs and held an oft-times joyous counter-protest.  If the battle was 
about numbers, the Topeka folks got slammed.

I imagine the Westboro folks don’t see it that way.  They accomplished what 
they set out to do. The police came out to protect them. Photographers, like 
me, pointed cameras at them.  Reporters did what reporters do. They got 
their publicity.

They will continue their “love to hate” message. They will continue to 
exploit their first amendment right and noisily disrupt the funerals of anyone they choose, denying grieving families the right to quietly bury 
their loved ones.

But they won’t win.  They might know the law, but they don’t know the power of love.  Heck, they can’t even win the “Best Sign” contest. 
Here is of my favorite from the college crowd (shown to the right).

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

Westboro

Michigan Pride

MSU 2012 Homecoming 
 Reception / Party  

– Mark your calendar!!  
 

The seventh annual MSU GLBT Homecoming 
reception is scheduled for Friday, October 12, 
2012 following the MSU Homecoming Parade 
from 6:30 to 9:30.  This fun event will again be 
held at the Kellogg Center in the excellent Red 
Cedar Room with fireplace.  Everyone is invited!! 
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Equality Band to Perform 
at Major Pride Events 
Across State
by Gary Hicks, Band President

The Equality Band of Michigan, a statewide 
band promoting LGBT equality, will be 
performing in June at three of the state’s 
largest Pride celebrations. The band will 
open the 2012 Pride season at Motor City 
Pride in Detroit’s Hart Plaza on Sunday, 
June 3. The following weekend, on Saturday, 
June 9, the band will perform for the first 
time at Kalamazoo Pride. The third weekend 
in June, on Saturday, June 16, the band will 
appear in the annual Michigan Pride march 
to the state capitol building and will play at 
Turner Park in Old Town Lansing.

The band will be sporting new t-shirts this 
year, thanks to a generous grant from the 
Lansing Association for Human Rights. 
LAHR’s financial support will enable the 
band to purchase new music, used musical 
instruments, and to develop a band 
website, www.equalitybandofmichigan.

com, which 
should be active 
in the near 
future.  The 
band usually 
rehearses in 
Old Town’s 
Turner Park on 
certain Sunday 
afternoons 
during the 
summer and 
fall.  

The Equality 
Band, a 
Michigan 
nonprofit corporation, was organized in 
April, 2010 by musicians from across 
the state, including several former 
members of the Spartan Marching Band. 
The band provides an opportunity for 
musicians to socialize, develop their 
music skills, and promote equality. Last 
August, the band helped to organize 
and performed “America the Beautiful” 
on the field at Equality Night at the 
Lugnuts. The following month, the band 

performed at, and provided breakfast for, 
the annual AIDS Walk in East Lansing.

The band is open to all who support LGBT 
equality.  New members of all skill levels 
are always welcome to join the band.  
No auditions are required.  For more 
information about the band, send an e-mail 
to equalitybandmi@gmail.com  or contact 
Gary Hicks at 517-525-1732.  You can 
also find the band on Facebook.

Equality Band members preparing for 2011 AIDS Walk in East Lansing
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Being Involved
 
I like to think of 
myself as one of 
those people that likes 
to give back to the 

community.  There are plenty of people 
out there that do WAY more than I do 
and there are countless more who do 
way less (or nothing).  I am probably 
in the middle of the road.  If someone 
were to ask you how much you give 
back to the community or how involved 
you are with your church, school or 
neighborhood, what would your answer 
be? 

As for myself, I have been on both ends 
of the spectrum. I know many people will 
say something like, “I’m too busy”.  My 
response to that is, I work 50+ hours a week 
and work nights and weekends.  I can do it.  
No matter how busy you are, you can find 
time for what you feel is important. 

When I was younger, I was a member 
of the Jaycees.  I did a lot for the 
community and raised a lot of money 
for the organization to help others.  
Then, when I came out, I lost contact 
with a lot of people and sort of got 
involved in finding myself and did 
absolutely nothing to help anyone.

A couple of years ago, I started getting 
involved again. It started with writing 
this article.  It wasn’t much but, it 
was a start.  It made me feel like I 
was giving back again.  Since then, 
I have also become involved in my 
neighborhood association.  I am a 
board member and have been involved 
in several things.  I almost feel like 
I am stretching myself a little thin 
at times.  I have reached a boiling 
point and I feel that something has to 
give.  Between my demanding job, 
kids, this article and the neighborhood 
association, I am feeling a little 
stressed out lately.  I know things will 
be fine and work out but, I am at a 
crossroads and need to make a change 
to allow my life to fall back in line.

When I started this article, I was hoping 
to start a few dialogues about an array 
of topics. I would try to think of very 
meaningful things to talk about in the 
hopes that I could reach someone or 
make people think. I was hoping to get 
a lot of feedback, whether it positive 
or negative, to see if I was making a 
difference.  Making a difference is very 
important to me.  If I put effort into 
something, I have to be all the way in 
and try to affect change.  I don’t feel 
that I am doing that with this article 
anymore.  If anyone feels differently, let 
me know. As my boss says, “Feedback 
is a gift”.

Anyway, I may quit writing for the 
LAHR newsletter soon.  I haven’t 
decided.  Perhaps, something else will 
change and things will slow down for 
me.  But, for now, see you next month 
and GET INVOLVED!  Stress can be 
good if you feel it’s a worthy cause. 

Tell me what you think.  Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always 
welcome.  Write me at allimsaying@
yahoo.com 

(Publisher’s Note:  I just want to comment 
that I enjoy reading this column every 
month and appreciate the importance of 
the many topics included; such as, being 
involved in your community.  Hundreds 
of people read this newsletter every 
month and I receive frequent comments 
from people about the quality of this 
publication.  The fact this publication is 
the oldest LGBT newsletter in Michigan 
says something.  The first issue of the 
“LAHR Newsletter” was published in 
September, 1979.  It is the original local 
participation in this publication that gives 
it its quality.  I would like to say “thank 
you to Dan and to all the other writers, 
especially Pastor Kari who is leaving 
us, for making this a quality publication 
that is appreciated and respected by the 
community!!”) 

 

Support Women’s Right  
to Health Care

Without Intrusive 
Restrictions!

 
 

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice,
working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area. 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Remember Stonewall
June 28, 1969
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander
 
““Endbeginnings””

Rachel Naomi Remen 
writes that there is 
no ending without a 

beginning.  That beginnings and endings 
are always right up against each other.  
She says we should have a word for it, 
something like “endbegin” or “beginend.”  

Right now, I am looking at an 
“endbeginning.”  I am leaving my ministry 
at Edgewood United Church of Christ, and 
accepting a position to work in community 
health ministry in Zambia.  I will be moving 
to Lusaka, Zambia, to serve the Presbyterian 
Church of Zambia in helping to form and 
sustain holistic health development.  I will 
develop new curriculum, train leaders, and 
work with congregations on addressing 
public health issues as a form of discipleship.  
One of my areas of focus will be HIV and 
AIDS.  I am thrilled about the opportunity to 
partner with the church in Zambia to do this 
ministry.

I believe that we are all spiritual, physical, 
emotional, and social beings, and that God 
cares about all these aspects of our lives.  
God wants us to be healthy and whole, 
to be fed and loved, to be in community 
and to be in affirming relationships.  The 
church in Zambia has invited me to do this 
work, of incorporating holistic ministry, 
seeking wholeness and health, as one of 
the platforms of its work.  

These things are just as applicable in 
Lansing, Michigan, as they are in Zambia.  
We are called to health and wholeness.  
And God cares about our whole selves 
– about our bodies, our spirits, our 
relationships, our earth.  God wants us 
to flourish and grow and spread love 
and joy.  God wants to work in us, and 
through us, for the health of the world.  
For this reason, we need to be in good 
relationships, healthy relationships, with 
one another, with God, with ourselves, 
and with our world.  We seek health and 
wholeness in our lives, and when we find 
it in our own lives, we can transform the 
world around us.

It is deeply sad to me that I will be 
leaving Edgewood, a place where I have 
found health and wholeness for the past 

5 years.  It is a church where I am free to 
be who I am, where all God’s children are 
welcomed, loved, accepted, and affirmed.  
It is a place where we seek healthy 
relationships with God, with one another, 
with ourselves, and with our world.  It is 
a place where we advocate for those who 
suffer and seek healing for all people.  I 
will miss Edgewood deeply, and I will 
miss the greater Lansing community.

I want to end by wishing you the blessings 
of health and wholeness and healing in 
your lives.  For those of you who pray, 
please pray for me in the midst of this 
transition.  And likewise, I will continue to 
pray for all of you – for justice, wholeness, 
and healing in Lansing, Michigan.  For 
the affirmation that we are all beloved, 
precious children of God, and that we all 
deserve respect, justice, and grace.  No 
matter what.  No matter who you are, or 
where you are on life’s journey.  God bless 
you.

Pastor Kari
Edgewood United Church, UCC
www.edgewooducc.org 

(See Publisher’s Note at the end of “All 
I’m Saying on page 6.”)
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Equal Pay Day 
& The LGBT 
Cause
 
by Emily Snoek,  
LAHR Board

When Penny Gardner, President of LAHR, 
asked me to attend the Equal Pay Day event at 
the Capitol, I readily agreed. Upon mentioning 
this to my parents, they questioned what Equal 
Pay Day had to do with the LGBT movement.  
For those readers who aren’t clear on what 
Equal Pay Day is and what it represents, 
I’ll first go into a brief explanation before 
attempting to answer this question:  Why had 
LAHR decided to be a part of the Equal Pay 
Day Coalition?

Equal Pay Day marks the date in the present 
year (2012 in our case) to which women must 
work in order to earn the same salary men in 
a comparable position earned in the previous 
year (2011). Women currently earn 77% of 
males in similar positions within companies 
or organizations. Thus April 17, 2012 marked 
the day on which this atrocity was brought to 
national attention. There was a lobby-training 

@ Everybody Reads book and stuff

Address: 

2019 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing MI 48912

For more information:

Please contact John Vaca
Vacaafrank@gmail.com

Join face book page:

TheClosetLgbtBookClub

event in downtown Lansing and an assembly 
in the Capitol to acknowledge support for 
those fighting against the lack of equal pay 
for women. Several legislators attended the 
assembly event.  All attendees wore red, the 
official color of the Equal Pay Day Movement, 
to emphasize their solidarity in the cause.

But why was the Lansing Association for 
Human Rights, an organization founded upon 
working for the rights of LGBT-identified 
individuals, part of this coalition?  And why 
did Penny see this as such an important event 
to be involved with?  I speculated about why 
I thought this was important to her and to 
us as an organization, but I wanted to talk to 
other people and see what they thought. The 
first individual I spoke to was Mike Carlson, 
one of the other LAHR board members. He 
brought up the fact that a large portion of the 
LGBT community ARE women. I hadn’t even 
really thought of this before he brought it up, 
but it makes complete sense!  If women aren’t 
receiving equal pay, a large portion of the 
LGBT community is therefore not receiving 
equal pay. Kathy Esselman, the President of 
the Lansing League of Women Voters, had 
similar views on the issue. But they, and Kim 
Beebe, another woman I interviewed, had 
something else to say as well. 

Equal Pay Day is fundamentally about being 
granted the rights one deserves. It is about the 
need for equality, not only for women but also 
for all people. I believe a step towards rights 
for one group of people that is discriminated 
against is a step towards these rights being 
granted to all marginalized groups of people. 
This is what essentially draws all oppressed 
groups together and what warrants their 
cooperation and support of one another. As 
Beebe says, “Women can never have true 
equality until they have reproductive rights. 
The LGBT community can never have true 
equality until they have their human rights as 
well.  And I think this is an area where we can 
both really work together and focus on that.” 

Equal rights are something that every 
American deserves under the right of the law. 
When marginalized groups are oppressed 
and denied their rights, their marginalization 
is reified and deemed okay by the practice. 
This is unacceptable.  For women, for LGBT-
persons, and for ANYONE! We must stand 
together and fight for our rights, because we 
all deserve them. A step in the right direction 
for some gets us closer to steps in the right 
direction for all of us. Thus I leave you with 

(Continued on page 14)
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For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

Out at Work
by Frank Vaco, 
LAHR Vice President 

Don’t leave it  
all to me!
 
“Hard to believe, 
but in 1959 I was 

out and worked for the president of the 
company. He even consulted me when 
he heard that I knew a male secretary 
he was considering hiring, who was 
gay.” - from fan mail.

I would like to thank those who are 
keeping me busy at LAHR coffee night. 
Those in attendance talked about work 
issues that I will share. Of course not 
using their names and it’s all second 
person story telling. In hopes you will 
find inspiration to talk about and feel 
free to share your experiences.

The topics included things like What 
do you do when your boss loathes you 
but your co workers love you? Can your 
being out be a good fit in the company 
or are you asking for disaster? Who 
owns your problem? What steps can you 
take to get those to like you?

For Equality NOW! 
Join Lansing Area NOW and take 
action locally to make your life and the 
community a better place. Co-Presidents 
Bonnie Bucqueroux and Susan Masten 

invite you to join them in the fight for equal rights for all! 

For more info contact Bonnie @349.4752 or visit our 
table at Pride Fest. Happy Pride Month!

I attended a job fair where I was 
blown away by negative feelings of 
those seeking employment. One even 
said I could probably burn hand outs 
because they had a bio of someone 
who is working trying to preach to the 
choir. There was a forced workshop 
before attending, but no mentoring 
whats so ever, or mentioning dealing 
with negative attitudes in our state. 
They were OLDER, EXPERIENCED, 
and UPSET.  I didn’t feel welcome,  
I didn’t feel like I belonged to that 
league, and so I admitted defeat.

Can I blame companies, organizations 
and businesses for not outreaching to 
minorities, cultures, and diversity in 
general when they are just trying to 
make money?  Especially since we 
do not have protections for sexual 
orientation and gender identity even 
with Federal employers because 
Obama refuses to sign an executive 
order. It’s a big world out there but 
where can I fit in?

I do need to work on my persona 
to fit in more and Theater courses 
were suggested. 
Not being 
stereotypical but 
if you are doing 

the pronoun game you should win 
an Oscar like Cher in moon struck? 
OOOH if I could turn back time, but 
we all have to deal with the now.

I can take in all the negative energy or 
I can simply be out. As I learned from 
my nephew look around, smile a little 
bit more, be happy if you have a passy. 
Let me know what your thoughts and 
opinions are on being a lgbt worker at 
vacaafrank@gmail.com 

Art for AIDS
Lansing Community College Gay 
Straight Alliance raised $529 for 
Lansing Area Aids Network during 
its Arts for AIDS event on April 
28, 2012. The silent auction had 
about 22 bidders, bidding on over 
25 items.  Great friends attended 
the event and thanks to all those 
who came out and bid.
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Friday Dinner Group
by Gary Hicks,  
Host

Celebrate Summer 
Solstice At  
El Azteco Rooftop
Patio Dinner Party

 
Join LAHR members, friends and 
allies at our annual Summer Solstice 
El Azteco Rooftop Patio Dinner Party 
on Friday, June 22, at 6:30 pm. This 
annual event is always the most highly 
attended of our monthly dinner events 
due to the great food at El Azteco and 
the delightful ambiance of dining on 
their rooftop patio. 

The free East Lansing Summer 
Solstice Jazz Festival will be taking 
place that evening, so plan to listen to 
some great jazz or go for a stroll after 
dinner.

These dinners are usually held the 
third Friday of each month at a 
different restaurant in the Lansing 
area and provide an opportunity to 
socialize over a casual meal. We 
usually dine at independently-owned 
restaurants where entrees can be 
purchased for ten dollars or less.

All members of the mid-Michigan 
LGBT community, including MSU, 
LCC, and Cooley students, as well as 
friends, family members, and allies are 
welcome to attend.  So whether you 
come on your own or bring a friend or 
partner, please join us for dinner!

RSVP to Gary Hicks at  
garyhickslaw@aol.com by 3 pm on 
Friday, June 22, if you plan to attend 
so we know how much seating to 
request.

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwoodposterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison 
Officer

Protest vs. 
Counterprotest

On April 23, 
2012, there was 
a showdown 
between hate and 

love in Lansing. I am happy to report that, 
once again, love reigns supreme. Let me 
explain. 

In one corner, the infamous Westboro 
Baptist Church (WBC).  WBC visited 
Lansing to protest in front of Eastern High 
School. WBC is best known for protesting 

at soldier’s funerals. WBC claims that 
God allows military deaths to punish 
this nation for its decadence, including 
tolerance for homosexuals. WBC had four 
representatives of hate.

In the other corner, the citizens of Greater 
Lansing. 280 representatives of our 
community joined together to form the 
wall of love. This wall of love was used to 
shield the 1300 students of Eastern High 
School from this unprovoked hatred. 

It was very impressive to see the positive, 
loving response from this community; 
and from the faith based community in 
particular. I believe the lesson to be taken 
from this experience is what was displayed 
on many t-shirts at the event, “Love beats 
Hate!”

Stay safe!

June 17, 2012.
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Looking for LGBT Elders 
Who Have a Story to Tell!
 
We would like to hear from local older 
LGBT persons who have a story (or 
two) to tell about any experiences you 
or a friend have had involving local 
assisted living or nursing facilities. 
The stories can be either positive, 
negative, or both!  As I stated in 
my last article, a group of us are 
building an exciting educational tool 
to help both the lgbt population and 
people who work in assisted living 
and/or nursing facilities. We are 
seeking to ensure that our older lgbt 
population understand their rights in 
such facilities, as well as to assist in 
making sure these facilities provide an 
open and inclusive atmosphere to our 
community.  If you have some stories 
for us, please contact Dennis Hall at 
halld2572@sbcglobal.net . We would 
appreciate hearing your stories!

Dennis J. Hall
halld2572@sbcglobal.net 

MSU Receives Major LGBT Gift
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

LAHR’s long time members Stephen Wilensky and Mark Ritzenhein made a major gift to the 
MSU Library of their LGBT collection, including a beautiful piece of artwork containing a 
piece of the Matthew Shepard fence.  The MSU Libraries, the MSU LGBT Resource Center 
and MSU’s Office of Student Affairs and Services invited members of GLFSA and LAHR, as 
well as many others, to one of the nicest, most heart-warming and culturally entertaining LGBT 
events held in the Lansing area in a very long time to thank Steve and Mark and to celebrate their 
lifelong commitment to the Lansing area LBGTQ community.

This wonderful reception was hosted by James McClurken and Sergei Kvetko at their 
beautiful home in the Moores River area of Lansing.  Mark and Steve expressed their 
appreciation to the large number of community members who attended the reception.   
(See picture.)  MSU and the local LGBT community will forever benefit from this excellent 
collection staying in our local community.

James McClurken welcomes everyone to the Mark Ritzenhein and  
Septhen Wilensky (seated on sofa) MSU reception

Flag Day
June 14, 2012.
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Shall we Dance?
Get your dance card ready because  
LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus, under the direction of 
Doug Armstead, is presenting “Shall We Dance?” on 
Friday, June 8th and Saturday, June 9th, 2012.  The concert 
will be at the Molly Grove Chapel of First Presbyterian 
Church, 510 West Ottawa Street in Lansing.  

Come join the guys on a journey through time as they 
sing and dance some well-known and not so well-known 
songs of dancing and moving to the music.  Follow them 
on their journey from the minstrel days through the 60s 
and 70s to now, from salsa to Greased Lightning!  Show 
time is 8 pm on Friday and Saturday with ticket prices $20 
to $12 per person.  For more information please go to our 
LanSINGout Facebook page or visit www.lansingout.org.  
Hope to see you there with your dancing shoes on!
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Frank Bigger Euchre 
Charity Event
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The 15th Annual Frank Bigger Euchre 
Tournament / Potluck / Charity Event was 
held at the Esquire Club on Saturday, May 
5, 2012 (see picture).  This annual event 

is held in memory 
of Frank Bigger 
(see picture), who 
as manager of Joe 
Covello’s, JB’s, and 
the Esquire Club, 
always believed in 
the importance of 
supporting charities, 
including the 
LGBT community.  
Many people in the 
Greater Lansing 

Area have many 
fond memories of Frank and can picture 
walking into one of the above bars and 
seeing Frank playing his favorite game of 
euchre.

The recent event 
held at the Esquire 
Club was another big 
success.  The food 
was great as always, 
the euchre tournament 
was exciting, and 
the fundraising was 
successful.  For several 
weeks prior to the 
event, the Tuesday night 
euchre group collected 
25 cents per person per 
“set,” which went into 
the charity collection.  It 
is much easier getting set, 
when you know the money is going to a 
good cause.

This year a total of $250 was given to the 
following charities based upon suggestions 
by the euchre group:   Sparrow Hospice 
(in memory of our friend Richard Fauth) 
and South Side Community Coalition.  
Over the past fifteen years the event has 
raised approximately $5,175 and the 
following charities, in addition to the above, 
have benefited:  MSU Pride Scholarship 
Fund, the Lansing Area AIDS Network, 

Michigan Pride, American Cancer Society, 
Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, Children’s 
AIDS Network, Heart Association, Teen 
Challenge, Ele’s Place, Loaves and Fishes, 
U of M Transplant Center, Food Movers, 
Sparrow Hospice, the American Red Cross, 
Greater Lansing Food Bank, Lansing Meals 
on Wheels, Westside Community YMCA, 
Alzheimer’s Association, VOA-Lansing 
Volunteers of America, LCC Betsy Lou 
Robson Scholarship Fund, and Capital Area 
Humane Society.   Frank would be proud of 
this tradition!!

Euchre players at the 15th Annual Frank Bigger  
Euchre Tournament / Potluck / Charity Event

Frank Bigger
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Time to Stiffen Our 
Backbones and Get Out 
the Vote
by William Sawyer-Todd, LAHR PAC

I write this article the day after President 
Barrack Obama has publicly stated that he’s 
in favor of marriage for same sex couples. 
This is an historic, sea-changing event for 
our community and we must rise to meet 
the occasion. The President has joined us 
definitively in this great national debate at 
enormous political risk. His opponent is not 
in favor of marriage equality, nor even civil 
unions. I believe we have a clear choice for 
chief executive.

By most accounts, this is going to be a very 
close race for the White House, which means it 
will be both vicious and divisive, and you can 
be assured LGBTI people will be at the center 
of many heated debates. The only way for the 
forces against equality to gain or sustain power 
is to divide “independent” voters and they 
will stop at nothing to create discord between 
large sections of our society.  Even prior to the 
President’s announcement, they have begun to 
try to divide the Black and Latino communities 
from the liberal and moderate supporters by 
using LGBTI people as a political wedge. 

What happens when liberals and even middle 
of the road voters don’t vote?  In a phrase, 
Michigan in 2010 – a collapse of the left 
and moderates at the election booth.  If you 
think that the proposals coming out of the 
state legislature are draconian against LGBTI 
people, consider what could be done by a 
right-wing Congress and president on the 
national level. Consider a Supreme Court 
packed with Scalia clones – that aught to steel 
your backbone enough to assure you vote in 
November and to fight like hell to get your 
family and friends to follow you, too!

During the campaigns, you’re likely to hear 
the old, false adage that both major parties 
-- and all politicians -- are the same. They 
are not – especially when it comes to LGBTI 
support, acceptance, and inclusion. If you’ll 
check out LAHR PAC on Facebook, you’ll 
see the differences. Those forces that oppose 
equality will make the upcoming campaigns 
so dirty and so sour, that many of our 
supporters will want to stay home. The ultra-
conservatives will attempt to discourage you 
and me and everyone else from voting.

What, then, must we do? We must redouble 
our commitment to those office seekers who 
support us (keep an eye on LAHR PAC on 
Facebook where we’ll soon have tri-county 
candidate ratings on LGBTI issues). 

We must also reach deeper into our pockets 
than ever before to support those who are 
with us on the issues. Most importantly, we 
must seek out every member of the LGBTI 
community and  all of our allies and make 
sure they are motivated to register to vote 
and show up at the polls on November 6th.

We must hunker down and toughen up, not 
let anything distract us from getting out 

the vote. We must remind ourselves that, 
no matter how much mud is thrown before 
November, we must not underestimate our 
own personal and collective strength and 
steadfastness. Our hour has come and we 
will arise to the occasion. When TV ads 
or robo calls try to discourage you from 
voting, let that inspire you to even greater 
determination to vote. Our future is at stake.

the parting words of the people whom I 
interviewed…

“Equal Pay Day is something important to 
everyone.”—Kathy Esselman

“It’s fundamentally about equality.”—Mike 
Carlson

“These issues do matter and they are 
important.”—Kim Beebe

To view the youtube video I produced for this 
event, please visit our LAHR website!

(Continued from page 8)

Equal Pay
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., Haslett - 

Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 Abbot, 

East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or 
info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - 11  a.m. - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact 
(517) 371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every Monday at 6pm 

in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 North Washington Square 
- contact Frank Vaco lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com or Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.
edu for more information

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in East 
Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location change for 4 weeks during June to Royal 

Scott. Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, 
contact Darren at canejoda@gmail.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Starting May 1st - weekly Coffee Evening 6pm-8pm at Gone Wired Café - Contact 

Frank Vaca at lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” Sign-up 

and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove Chapel 

of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing from 6:45-
8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in Lansing 
at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.
org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area Center 
for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for more 
information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the location or 
to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class for 
all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the benefits 
of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  Mats are 
available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South Harrison, 

in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at different 

restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for location and 

questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday at 
7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact information, 
contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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