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Vote in Michigan’s 
Primary Election

by Bill Beachler, 
LAHR-PAC

It has often been stated 
that a person’s vote 
in a primary election 
counts more due to 
fewer people voting.  
The Primary Election 

is Tuesday, August 7, 2012!!  As you can 
see by reviewing LAHR PAC’s enclosed 
informative candidate rating sheet, this 
election locally is very important.

Whether you choose the Democratic or 
Republican ballot, there are competitive 
races where important decisions will be 
made.  Whether you vote Republican or 
Democrat, do not forget the judicial races, 
where there are a couple very competitive 
races involving positive rated candidates.  
The Democratic ballot especially has several 
important competitive races involving 
positive rated candidates; such as, Congress, 
state representative, county commissioners 
including our own Brian McGrain, and even 
drain commissioner.

LAHR PAC did a lot of work to prepare 
these ratings.  The organization mailed out 
142 questionnaires to these candidates.  The 
organization has different questionnaires and 
questions for each of the races.  Recently, 
the organization expanded our outreach to 
educate and include candidates from Eaton 
and Clinton counties.  We had a very good 
response, receiving 51 questionnaires or 
36% of those mailed.  This is a very good 
return rate given that we have been told that 
the Republican Party has threatened their 
candidates not to response to LAHR PAC’s 
questionnaires.  Using these questionnaires, 
voting records and other information, LAHR 
PAC rated 65 or 46% of these candidates.  
The breakdown of these ratings include:  

Another Successful Pride
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Michigan Pride was another successful 
event on this fun-filled beautiful day 
here in Lansing.  Thousands participated 
in the various activities over two day of 
activities, including the White Party, the 
March, the Commitment Ceremony, the 
Rally, the Festival in Old Town and the 
After Party.

Included with this article are several 
of our best pictures to bring back 
some positive memories.  Some of 
these pictures have special informative 
captions, which are really stories 
within a story.  Most of these pictures 
were taken by Mark Sartor, who has performed this service for LAHR for many 
years, and Bill Chamberlain, a long time member of LAHR – thank you!

Many people work 
very hard on Pride 
weekend as well as all 
year long to make this 
an excellent event.  
All of these people 
deserve a big “Thank 
You” from our LGBT 
community for their 
service. (See more 
photos on page 13).

Pictured speaking at the Capitol represent-
ing President Obama is James Duke Mason, 
an American actor, the son of singer Belinda 

Carlisle of The Go-Go’s and film producer 
Morgan Mason, the grandson of James 
Mason, and one of the most influential 

young LGBT Americans as reported in The 
Advocate.  James Mason was nominated for 

3 Acadamy Awards and starred with Judy 
Garland in A Star is Born.

Pictured is Daniel Campbell, grand marshall for the Michigan 
Pride March, author of “First Gay Out,” and LCC professor of 

cultural history.

Kaitlyn Beyer Awarded 
2012 MSU Pride 
Scholarship
from GLFSA

Kaitlyn Beyer, an MSU freshman who hails 
from Battle Creek, Michigan is the 2012 
recipient of the MSU Pride Scholarship.

The MSU Pride Scholarship was established 
in January of 2000 to aid students active 
in their communities in advancing lbgt 

issues in attending MSU.  Candidates must 
demonstrate a history of involvement with 
and/or support for the LBGT community. 
They also must show commitment to 
academic success.

Bill Beachler, an MSU alumnus, is 
the scholarship’s founder and was 
instrumental in working with MSU 
and GLFSA to set up the scholarship.  
Applicants submit materials to GLFSA, 
whose scholarship committee in turn 
makes a recommendation to MSU on 
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

It seems for some of us, the terms variously are accepted as reflective of who we are as individuals:  
LGBT, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender, or LGBTQII, or Queer.  I have heard it being said, 
that to end the confusion, we just call ourselves Queer, or adopt Gay as the generic term for us all. 
 
In my last Letter From the Pres, published in the June Pride issue, I blithely and thoughtlessly took 
pride in the diversity of our board, while also acknowledging that we had no representatives of the 
bisexual or transgender communities.  First of all, I was so boldly mistaken about the absence of 

representation on the board of bisexuals; in fact we have two board members  who identify as bi.  And I was thoughtless 
and insensitive to be prideful of our diversity, without acknowledging which diversities of which I was proud: That 
of race, class, age, gender, ability, sexuality, while also wishing for the LAHR board to have a representative of our 
transgender community. 

Here is what I wish I had said in that letter.  “We are without a representative from our transgender community serving 
on the board.  We are representative of race, class, gender, sexuality, age, and ability. We can consider ourselves truly 
diverse when we are representative of our whole community.  

So I apologize, and contemplate diversity, representation, and invisibility.  At a recent rally for a lgbt lobby day at the 
capitol, the speaker referred to our communities as gay.  It seems, using the letters, saying all the names, is confusing 
and difficult. I hated that once again, a term associated with males was used generically to name all of us.  As a woman, 
as a feminist, as a lesbian, I resist generic terms.  I want us all visible.  I am not thrilled with the letters, which aren’t 
all that representative, but I am included in them.  I don’t particularly like the cumbersomeness of having to say all the 
words represented by the letters, but say them I must.  We must.

While serving on the commission on services to the aging for a couple of terms I felt it was my job to insert  the words, 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender, as many times as I could into the discussions. People other than us seldom 
hear the words and start out as uncomfortable with them.  They must first get them into their consciousness before they 
can work towards equal justice.  We must say the words.  Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Gender Expression, 
Gender Identity. 

Now, while I am on this theme, I am heartsick and frightened of the political far right and the power they are garnering 
in support of ultra conservative candidates running for public office.  Please make a pledge to yourself and to all of us 
to volunteer significantly for a candidate of your choice—please see the LAHR PAC ratings in this newsletter—this 
election season.  Our democracy, our educational system, our working and middle classes, our strivings for social justice 
might not survive another round of self- serving legislative and congressional representatives.  We put them there, let’s 
take them out. And I only know how to do that by our investment of ourselves in the process. 

Sincerely, Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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6 Extremely Positive, 18 Very Positive, 
26 Positive, 7 Mixed, 8 Negative, 8 Very 
Negative and 69 Ignored  Questionnaire.

LAHR PAC identified 3 races that were 
deemed critical and where our direct 
financial involvement might be helpful 
in selecting the winner.  These candidates 
financially supported by LAHR PAC 
include:  Brian McGrain in Lansing’s 
eastside County Commissioner race, 
Deb Nolan in the Okemos area County 
Commissioner race and Ken Ross in the 
important Circuit Court race.

You may find it important to understand the 
ratings as questions frequently arise and the 
rating definitions were recently changed:  
Extremely Positive – a positive candidate 
who has historically and consistently been 
positive and who has taken initiative to make 
positive changes.  Very Positive – a candidate 
who has a public track record of supporting 
LGBT issues including marriage usually 
accompanied by a positive questionnaire.  
Positive – a candidate who has returned 
a questionnaire showing clear support of 

LGBT issues or who has otherwise shown 
such support.  Mixed – a candidate who has 
returned a questionnaire showing support 
for some LGBT issues and lack of support 
on other LGBT issues or who has otherwise 
shown such mixed support.

LAHR PAC hopes that you make every 
effort to vote, either on Election Day, or by 
asking your city, township or county clerk 
for an absentee ballot.  Encourage your 
family and friends to do the same.  Please 
vote Tuesday, August 7, 2012!! 
 

who should be awarded the scholarship 
each year.  With continued successful 
fundraising for this award, the dollar value 
grows annually.  This year’s award is 
$5000.

Kaitlyn is a 2012 graduate of Lakeview 
High School in Battle Creek, and is an 
incoming freshman in James Madison 
College. There, she’ll be majoring in either 
Social Relations and Policy or Comparative 
Cultures and Politics.  She hopes to 
participate in Study Abroad opportunities, 

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

Election

Scholarship

including South Africa, and hopes to join 
the Peace Corps after graduating from 
MSU.  She wants to work for equality in 
the areas of either civil or human rights, 
inside the US or abroad.

Kaitlyn enters MSU with a 3.96 GPA and 
substantial community involvement while 
in high school, including serving as both 
secretary and vice-president in the Gay-
Straight Alliance at her school. She has 
been involved in Pride Week, National 
Coming Out-Day, and Day of Silence 
events as well as World AIDS Day and 
Suicide Prevention Week.  She has chalked 
sidewalks and handed out flyers.  

In her essay for the scholarship, she 
describes challenging her classmates who 
use the term “gay” as a casual epithet this 
way: 
“What makes this history essay “gay,” 
exactly? Is it attracted to homework 
assignments of the same gender?”

In light of Kaitlyn’s passion and dedication 
as well as for her demonstrated academic 
excellence, GLFSA is honored and pleased 
to award Kaitlyn the 2012 MSU Pride 
Scholarship.
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(Continued on page 6)

Pastor Jody
by Rev. Jody Betten
 
Getting To Know 
You

(Publisher’s Note 
– It is my pleasure 
to introduce you to 
our new spiritual 

contributor to the newsletter.  The LGBT 
News has had this column now for many 
years, but we have had few contributors.  
There have been Bill, Paul, Kari and 
now Jody.  These contributors play a 
critical role for our LGBT community 
and over the years I have received 
significant positive reader feedback.  I 
have had the opportunity to meet and 
talk to Jody both at the church and at 
Michigan Pride and I know you are 
going to enjoy reading her articles.  
Welcome!!)

As a newer member of the Lansing 
area, I’d like to introduce myself.  My 
name is Jody Betten.  I am one of 
the clergy at the Edgewood United 
Church, United Church of Christ 
where we believe that no matter where 

you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome! 

I grew up in west Michigan in a 
subculture where women were not 
ordained as clergy so I experienced the 
pain and sadness of being denied a place 
based on who I am.  I know that our 
world, while beautifully diverse, can be 
a hurtful place. 
 
And, finally, I found a home.  After 
searching and wandering, after 
intentionally seeking to discover a place 
where I belonged; I have found a home.  
This home is in a community among 
like minded people who support efforts 
to make the world a safer place for 
all people.  This home is a place from 
which I go with encouragement to be 
bold about speaking up for others who 
are vulnerable. 
 
I appreciate having a home that is filled 
with life giving energy and support.  I 
appreciate being among you all and offer 
myself and my community of faith as a 
safe place for all people!

Pastor Jody
Edgewood United Church, UCC
www.edgewooducc.org 

Know What’s Happening
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Join your friends and be one of 
the approximately 500 current 
participants in the excellent 
LAHR list services to learn what’s 
happening.  These free services are 
one of the best communication tools 
available.  There are two list servs 
available:  LAHRonline (social) and 
LAHRdiscussion.  

The LAHRonline list service is for 
social communication.  You will receive 
all postings about what is happening 
in the Mid-Michigan area.  In addition, 
you also have the opportunity to post 
what you know, so you can share it with 
others.  

The LAHRdiscussion list service is 
for conversations about various topics.  
You may read what others think about a 
particular topic and you may add your 
“two-cents” to the discussion.  This is 
frequently an educational opportunity.  
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Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison 
Officer

Michigan Pride 
Success

I just returned 
from participating 
in another 
successful 

Michigan Pride Parade.  This was 
the second year the Lansing Police 
Department has lead the parade.  Some 
people seemed surprised to see a marked 
police vehicle displaying a rainbow flag.  
Surprised, but supportive! The reception 
was warm and welcoming.  

We are working to build bridges 
between law enforcement and the 
LGBT community.  Hopefully one 
day, people won’t be surprised to see 
law enforcement supporting the LGBT 
community because it will just be the 
norm.  We are making small strides 
forward every day.

One stride forward was an increase in 
participation from law enforcement 
agencies.  This year the following 
agencies participated in the 
Michigan Pride Parade:  Lansing 
Police Department, Lansing Fire 
Department, East Lansing Police 
Department, Ingham County Sheriff’s 
Office, Oakland University Police 

Department, Michigan Department of 
Corrections (MDOC), Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA), 
Michigan Gay Officer’s Action League 
(MI-GOAL), and the Florida Law 
Enforcement Gay and Lesbian (Florida 
LEGAL) organization.  Not bad for 
only our second year!  Happy Pride!  
Be safe!

Many law enforcement agencies participated in Michigan Pride.
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwoodposterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

The Gay Agenda is 
working!
 
I know there is really 
no “gay agenda”. Most 

of us would agree with that as well. 
However, any right wing conservative 
that read that headline would be 
horrified by it. Luckily, I don’t think 
any of those people actually read this 
newsletter.

All over the country in poll after poll, 
gay marriage or at least some sort of 
recognition for gay couples is favored 
by more than half of all Americans. This 
is unprecedented! I never thought in my 

lifetime that I would see gay marriage 
become the law of the land. I am 
beginning to think it will happen within 
the next 10 years (I SHOULD still be 
alive in 10 years).

The latest poll I just read this morning 
is the best one I’ve seen yet. They 
surveyed young Americans aged 18-34 
and found that 73% of them favored 
equal rights (including gay marriage) 
for LGBT people. That, to me is mind 
boggling! What’s most amazing is 
how quickly those numbers seem to be 
improving. It was just over 10 to 15 
years ago that we hardly ever talked 
about equal rights for gay people. We 
knew it was a long way off and we 
knew that if we pushed too hard, there 
would be severe backlash. Those days 
are far behind us.

Don’t get me wrong, we still have a long 
way to go. There is still the minority that 
thinks we are “perverse” or “unnatural” 
but, those numbers are falling as 
well. I have been reading lately about 
many religious organizations that are 
becoming more receptive to us. I grew 
up in the Presbyterian church. They 
have just recently said they will accept 
the LGBT community and are going to 
ordain LGBT people as well. My father 
for years has constantly pushed back 
on his pastor about LGBT rights. It was 
only about five years ago the pastor’s 
response used to be that gay people 
could be members of the church as long 
as they were celibate. Going from being 
celibate to being ordained in a little over 
five years? Who would have thought it?

I even read today about some very 
wealthy conservative Republicans that 
are getting behind a PAC that will push 
money to gay marriage rights. Their 
belief is that the government needs to 
get out of people’s private lives. They 
still believe in being fiscally responsible, 
small government and all the other 
aspects of being a Republican, they just 
think social conservatism doesn’t belong 
in politics. How refreshing is that?

Yes, the future looks bright for us 
pushing the ‘gay agenda”. All I can say 
is Halleluiah! 

Tell me what you think. Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always 
welcome. Write me at  
allimsaying@yahoo.com .

(Continued from page 4)
What’s Happening

Often this discussion includes 
information and opinions about politics.

You have the opportunity to join one 
or both of these excellent, free list 
services.  It’s simple  - just go to the 
LAHR Web site home page at www.
lahronline.org  and on the right side of 
the screen it says, “Subscribe to Mailing 
List.”  Under this heading are the two 
choices.  Just click LAHRonline and/
or LAHRdiscussion to join.  The more 
people who join, the more effective, 
informative, and successful the 
services will become!!!
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Friday Dinner Group
by Gary Hicks,  
Host

July LGBT Dinner  
At Old Town’s 
Newest Eatery, 
MEAT

 
Join LAHR members, friends and 
allies for our July Friday night dinner 
at Old Town’s newest restaurant, Meat,  
serving Southern BBQ and Carnivore 
Cuisine, on Friday, July 20, at 6:30 
pm.  Meat is located at 1224 Turner 
St., adjacent to Cravings Gourmet 
Popcorn, between Grand River 
Ave. and Clinton St.. It specializes 
in southern barbeque entrees and 
sandwiches, as well as chicken wings 
and macaroni and cheese.
 

A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? 
Part 11

WHO IS ELLIOT LARSEN?

Nothing will ever be attempted  
if  all possible objections  
must first be overcome.   

- Samuel Johnson

In part 9 of this series, I provided some 
background regarding the concept of 
civil rights.  The Civil Rights Act of 
1866 declared that all persons born in 
the U.S. are citizens, without regard 
to race, color, or previous condition of 
slavery.  So to some extent the concept 
of civil rights has developed around the 
classes of persons who have been denied 
those rights.  To the protected classes of 
race and color have been added religion, 
national origin, age, sex, height, weight, 
familial status, and marital status.  These 

are the protected classes in the Michigan 
civil rights statute which is called the 
Elliot-Larsen Civil Rights Act.  Elliot-
Larsen was passed in 1976.  It is “an 
act to define civil rights; to prohibit 
discriminatory practices, policies, and 
customs in the exercise of those rights 
based upon religion, race, color, national 
origin, age, sex, height, weight, familial 
status, or marital status.  The opportunity 
to obtain employment, housing and 
other real estate, and the full and equal 
utilization of public accommodations, 
public service, and educational facilities 
without discrimination is recognized and 
declared by Elliot-Larsen to be a civil 
right.

On April 17, 2012, Michigan Senators 
Warren, Young, Bieda, Whitmer and 
Anderson introduced Senate Bill 1063 
(SB1063) to amend Elliot-Larsen to 
include “sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression.”  SB1063 was 
referred to the committee on government 
operations.  More on this as it develops.  
You may view the Elliot-Larsen civil 
rights act and the proposed amendments 
at www.legislature.mi.gov  Under 
legislative bill search, enter Bill number 
1063.

(Continued on page 14)
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@ Everybody Reads book and stuff

Address: 

2019 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing MI 48912

For more information:

Please contact John Vaca
Vacaafrank@gmail.com

Join face book page:

TheClosetLgbtBookClub

Battle Creek Pride
 
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Our good friend, Larry Dillon, President of BC Pride 
keeps us informed about the progress and happenings in 
Battle Creek, which is only about a 45 minute drive from 
Lansing.

Recently the Mayor of Battle Creek proclaimed 
“NATIONAL LGBT MONTH” in the Battle Creek Area.  
As you can see in the graphic, there are many Pride 
activities being planned for July in Battle Creek and they 
would enjoy a few visitors from the greater Lansing area.
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For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

For Equality NOW! 
Join Lansing Area NOW and take 
action locally to make your life and the 
community a better place. Co-Presidents 
Bonnie Bucqueroux and Susan Masten 

invite you to join them in the fight for equal rights for all! 

For more info contact Bonnie @349.4752 or visit our 
table at Pride Fest. Happy Pride Month!

Aging With Dignity
by Staff Attorney Natalie Chin

(Publisher’s Note – Penny gave me a 
magazine, Impact, from Lambda Legal 
and pointed out an important article 
entitled “Aging With Dignity.”  The 
introduction stated, “LGBT older 
adults and older adults living with HIV 
face special challenges – but there are 
precautions they and their loved ones can 
take.”  I will be providing this important 
article in two parts.  Part One is below.  
Reminder – LAHR had a grant with MSU 
last year, which produced an excellent 
booklet for the greater Lansing area 
entitled, Greater Lansing Guide to Aging 
Services for the LGBTQI Community.  You 
may read this important booklet by visiting 
LAHR’s Website at www.lahronline.org .)

Jude Patton, 71, an LGBT advocate in 
Washington State, considers himself 
lucky.  A pioneer transgender activist, 
Patton is in excellent health and has 
the companionship of his wife, Carol, 
to whom he’s been married for 24 
years.  “But many of us in the LGBT 
community close to my age have 
lost our parents and many of us have 
not had children,” he said.  “You do 
become more isolated.”  Trans seniors, 
in particular, can have serious worries 
about privacy issues.  “At conferences 
and in my advocacy work, I certainly 
have heard some horror stories,” Patton 
said, “including in assisted-living 
and nursing homes, where staff who 
had rigid religious beliefs prayed for 
transgender clients to die, because they 
thought they were an abomination to 
God.”

If getting older weren’t challenging 
enough physically, LGBT older adults 

also face not only agism, but sexual 
orientation and gender identity / 
expression discrimination.  In a recent 
survey spearheaded by the National 
Senior Citizens Law Center, LGBT 
Older Adults in Long-Term Care 
Facilities:  Stories From the Field, 
several respondents provided telling 
accounts of discrimination in nursing 
homes and disrespect by medical 
providers.  In Lambda Legal’s 2009 
national Health Care Fairness Survey 
(which had nearly 5,000 respondents 
overall, 33.8% percent of LGBT seniors 
reported that health care professionals 
had used harsh language towards them, 
and 35.5 percent of seniors living 
with HIV reported that health care 
professionals had refused to touch 
them.  An astonishing 62.9 percent of 
transgender seniors said they felt health 
care professionals were unaware of their 
health needs.  (To access this report, 
visit www.lambdalegal.org/health-care-
fairness )

Moreover, LGBT seniors, like the rest 
of the rapidly growing population of 
Americans, face staggering financial 
challenges.  Health 
care costs continue 
to skyrocket 
and increased 
life expectancy 
-  not to mention 
a burgeoning 
senior population 
– are straining 
personal as well as 
national retirement 
resources.

Faced with 
both economic 
challenges and 
discriminatory 
treatment, LGBT 

older adults need to know their rights and 
protect themselves.  If you’re married, 
in a civil union or domestic partnership, 
you and your partner may benefit from 
protections associated with those legal 
statuses in the event either of you is 
incapacitated or dies.  However, because 
recognition of the marriages, civil unions 
and domestic partnerships of same-sex 
couples aren’t consistent from state to 
state, death-related protections may not 
travel across state lines.  LGBT seniors 
should seriously consider the following 
list tools:

-  The Federal Nursing Home Reform 
Act (“FNHRA”) was enacted in 1987 
by Congress after a study found that 
many nursing home residents were 
being neglected and abused.  The 
FNHRA may offer LGBT seniors and 
seniors living with HIV protections 
against discrimination abuse and neglect 
based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity / expression.  Nursing Homes, 
rehabilitation, and health-related care and 
services facilities that receive Medicaid 

(Continued on page 14)
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Fund Quality
Public Education for All.

Support Students!
Support Teachers!

 
 

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice, 
working for peace and Justice in the Lansing area. 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Then & Now
by Don Gaudard

Introduction

(Publisher’s Note – I am honored and 
excited about this new column in The 
LGBT News.  I consider Don Gaudard, 
not only the father of East Lansing’s first 
in the nation local LGBT rights ordinance, 
but actually the father of local LGBT 
rights ordinances in the country.  The 
City of Lansing should be proud that this 
national leader was actually born here 
and attended school at MSU.  Don is one 
of the most knowledgeable leaders within 
the national LGBT community and we are 
fortunate that he still thinks enough about 
the greater Lansing community to agree to 
write this column.)

Hi!  Because much of our history has been 
lost due to the AIDS crisis, I would like this 
column to be a “Then and Now” column in 
which I can provide some history and show 
how it applies to the political scene today, 

especially as it relates to the Lansing and 
Michigan gay political scene.

Below is a brief autobiography and some 
of the topics I plan on discussing in future 
columns.

I was born in Lansing in 1939 and attended 
school there.  In 1948 I self-identified as 
gay.  It became my secret.  Then in the 50’s, 
the Lavender Menace began, accompanied 
by the McCarthy Witch Hunt.  These 
two events led to more than 10,000 gays 
being fired from their jobs with the federal 
government, solely because they were 
reported to be gay.  I will provide links to 
videos showing the Lavender Menace in 
action.

From 1948 to 1957, I was as closeted as 
you could get, becoming a long distance 
runner on the high school and college cross 
country teams to hide my homosexuality.  I 
attended Albion College for 3 years and then 
transferred to MSU where it all began.

Prior to the passage of the ordinance in 
East Lansing in 1972, the (MSU) Gay 
Liberation Movement (GLM) organized 
a march on Dec. 4, 1971 of over 200 gays 

through downtown Lansing, from a park at 
Kalamazoo & Capitol, down to Washington, 
on to Michigan and up to the Capital 
building where we held a demonstration on 
the front steps of the Capital. 

In 1973, GLM organized a public 
hearing in the chambers of the House of 
Representatives at the State Capital to 
discuss gay and lesbian discrimination.  A 
number of experts in Human Sexuality 
testified; the testimony was broadcast to 
every legislator’s office.

While lobbying for the (East Lansing) 
ordinance, I worked as a viral immunologist 
for the Mich. Dept. of Public Health doing 
research with viruses such as polio and 
influenza.  Hence, I will be writing on HIV 
and AIDS.

After moving to Los Angeles in 1979, I 
taught at Peoples College of Law. The 
current Mayor of Los Angeles, Antonio 
Villaraigosa, was a student, along with a 
number of state legislators and a few judges. 

In 1977, I was one of fourteen openly gay 
people who were invited to the White 
House to meet with members of President 
Carter’s Cabinet to discuss how the Carter 
Administration could assist us in our 
struggles.

In the 70’s and 80’s, I was a member of 
the National Committee For Sexual Civil 
Liberties, a group which provided friend-of-
the-court briefs to courts to argue for sexual 
civil liberties; I was also an Editor of a 
monthly legal journal called “The SexuaLaw 
Reporter.”    

Finally, I am following cases involving 
marriage, adoption, divorce, name-change, 
birth-certificate change with child adoption, 
bi-national couples trying to adjust their 
immigration status, etc. 

If you have any questions about any of the 
above or ideas for future columns e-mail me 
at dong90806@gmail.com
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

Road to Self-Discovery 
and Self-Acceptance

by Pastor Phil 
Parmelee

As a bisexual 
man, the road to 
self-discovery and 
self-acceptance 
hasn’t been smooth, 

easy, or quick. Being raised in a 
fundamental Christian environment 
pretty much guaranteed loathing and 
misunderstanding of anyone not living 
and thinking “straight.”  Having always 
been attracted to women easily helped 
to cover any same gender sexual 
feelings.  I had always assumed that 
one had to do “something” to become 
“that” way, and since I never did, and 
especially being a Christian, I thought I 
was in the clear. 

Well, that worked until my late 30’s, 
when it began to get more and more 
difficult to ignore and repress. In July 
‘96, I found I couldn’t do that at all 

anymore, and sat my wife Marilyn 
down for “the talk.”  Once past her 
initial reactions (long story), Marilyn 
began to study the subject in depth, and 
from it, we became solid in our beliefs 
that it was not a sin to BE gay, just 
a sin to sexually act on the feelings. 
That started a years’ long stint with 
Exodus International. Through those 
years, it became increasing clear that 
no one there had fully separated from, 
nor “healed from” their same-gender 
attractions; that they merely learned to 
cope, at best. Only because I felt that 
abstinence was God’s will for me kept 
me relatively settled in those beliefs. 

Fast forward about 15 years,  Marilyn 
felt led by God into new studies of 
this issue, leading her into the original 
wordings and definitions in the Bible.  
From that study, we could no longer 
believe that God had anything negative 
to say about same sex relations (except 
in temple worship to other gods) at 
all. It was incredibly traumatic to 
realize how wrong we have been for 
so long, but truth is truth. There is no 
turning back from it. I am finally able 

to feel the way my heart had always 
yearned to about my sexuality and more 
importantly, about others’, as well. As 
a pastor, it is an incredible relief to be 
able to fully accept and embrace ALL 
people as they are,  knowing that God 
Himself loves and accepts them that 
way.  God is a god of diversity, as is 
incredibly apparent simply by looking 
at the varieties He creates.  Indeed, it is 
high time to celebrate all that God has 
created!

Quote

“As a human being & as a gay 
man:  Putting my right to marry 
to a vote is insulting. Let us 
vote on EVERYONE’s right to 
marry or scrap marriage.” (quote 
from post on his fanpage on 
MyYearbook.com)

by Hollywood socialite Michael 
Dean Shelton

11July 2012



Covenant Life Worship Center
 

Relationship, Not Rules

GO WHERE YOU’RE CELEBRATED -

NOT WHERE YOU’RE TOLERATED

We invite you to come worship with us
Sunday at Noon & Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

1380 Haslett Rd. Haslett, MI 48840

517-339-9590  www.clwcchurch.com

Pastors Phil & Marilyn Parmelee

MSU 2012 Homecoming 
 Reception / Party  

– Mark your calendar!!  
 

The seventh annual MSU GLBT Homecoming 
reception is scheduled for Friday, October 12, 
2012 following the MSU Homecoming Parade 
from 6:30 to 9:30.  This fun event will again be 
held at the Kellogg Center in the excellent Red 
Cedar Room with fireplace.  Everyone is invited!! 

Equality Band Needs You!
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The Equality Band of Michigan did two 
performances during Pride month; one 
performance in Detroit at Motor City Pride 
and one in Lansing for Michigan Pride. See 
pictures from the two events.

During our time together at Michigan Pride, 
we conducted a short annual 
meeting and elected the following 
officers from across the state to our 
Board of Directors:

Thomas Johnson, Laingsburg
Jessica Swanger, Tecumseh
Karen Tompkins, Allendale
Mark Rosenberg, Lansing
Gary Hicks, East Lansing

The Equality Band of Michigan 
is a statewide band that 
promotes LGBT equality. The 
band wore new t-shirts this 
year, thanks to a generous grant 
from the Lansing Association for Human 
Rights. LAHR’s financial support will 
enable the band to purchase new music, 
used musical instruments, and to develop 
a band website,  

www.equalitybandofmichigan.com, 
which should be active in the 
near future.  

The Equality Band, a Michigan 
nonprofit corporation, was 
organized in April, 2010 by 
musicians from across the state, 
including several former members 
of the Spartan Marching Band. The 
band provides an opportunity for 
musicians to socialize, develop their 

music skills, and promote equality. Last year 
the band performed “America the Beautiful” 
on the field at Equality Night at the Lugnuts 

and performed at, and provided breakfast for, 
the annual AIDS Walk in East Lansing.

If you have ever played an instrument, 
please join our band.  The band is open 
to all who support LGBT equality.  New 
members of all skill levels are always 
welcome to join the band. The band 
usually rehearses in Old Town’s Turner 
Park on certain Sunday afternoons during 
the summer and fall and at Everybody 
Reads in the winter.   No auditions are 
required. 

For more information about the band, send 
an e-mail to equalitybandmi@gmail.com  
or contact Gary Hicks at 517-525-1732.  
You can also find the band on Facebook.

Equality Band of Michigan performs at the Michigan 
Pride rally at the Capitol in Lansing.

Equality Band of Michigan performs in the  
Michigan Pride march / parade in Lansing.

Equality Band of Michigan performs at Motor City Pride 
in Detroit.
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Pictured are James Sims, MI-GOAL Vice 
President, Carroll Hunter, Vice President, 
Florida Law Enforcement Gays and Lesbi-
ans (FL-LEGAL), and, Vice President, Law 
Enforcement Gays and Lesbians Interna-
tional (LEGAL Int’l), and R Cole Bouck, 

President, Michigan Gay Officers Action 
League (MI-GOAL)

More photos from 2012 Michigan Pride
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(Continued from page 9)
Aging

or Medicare funding are prohibited, for 
instance, from isolating residents and 
required to treat all residents with dignity 
and respect.  If you or a loved one are 
being discriminated against on the basis 
of sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression or HIV status, call Lambda 
Legal’s HelpDesk at 866-542-8336 or visit 
www.lambdalegal.org/help .

These dinners are usually held the 
third Friday of each month at a 
different restaurant in the Lansing area 
and provide an opportunity to socialize 
over a casual meal. We usually dine 
at independently-owned restaurants 
where entrees can be purchased for ten 
dollars or less.

All members of the mid-Michigan 
LGBT community, including MSU, 
LCC, and Cooley students, as well as 

(Continued from page 7)
Dinner Group

friends, family members, and allies 
are welcome to attend.  Whether you 
come on your own or bring a friend or 
partner, please join us for dinner!

RSVP to Gary Hicks at garyhickslaw@
aol.com by 3 pm on Friday, July 20, 
if you plan to attend so we know how 
much seating to request.
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SUNDAY
• Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., Haslett - 

Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
• First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
• Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
• All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 Abbot, 

East Lansing.
• Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
• Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
• Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
• Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or 
info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

• Unity of Greater Lansing - 11:30am - Temporarily located at Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue 48912, contact 517-371-3010 or  
rev.kent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

• Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
• Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every Monday at 6pm 

in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 North Washington Square 
- contact Frank Vaco lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com or Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.
edu for more information

• LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in East 
Lansing.

• Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
• Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on July 2.  Starts 

at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For information,contact Shelly at 
shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
• Starting May 1st - weekly Coffee Evening 6pm-8pm at Gone Wired Café - Contact 

Frank Vaca at lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com
• Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” Sign-up 

and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
• Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
• LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove Chapel 

of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing from 6:45-
8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

• Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in Lansing 
at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.
org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

• LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area Center 
for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for more 
information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
• Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the location or 
to contact the organization.

• Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
• Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
• Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class for 
all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the benefits 
of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  Mats are 
available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
• Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
• LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
• LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South Harrison, 

in East Lansing
• LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at different 

restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
• LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for location and 

questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

• Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday at 
7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact information, 
contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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