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LCC Drag Show Memorable 

by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The LGBT News announced the LCC GSA Drag Show in our December issue taking place at the Dart Auditorium on Saturday, 
December 3rd.  The event turned out to be memorable with lots of discussion and comments taking place during December.

The Drag Show was a great success with a good turnout and 12 performers.  Frank Vaca,  LAHR Vice President, a 
student leader at LCC and an organizer for the Show, reported, “I have 
been hearing great reviews from the Drag Show. The best came from my 
grandma who said it didn’t have 
that same spark as our first show 
in which she had gone to. Yet she 
has become Delicious‘s fan. (See 
picture.) Yes, who can say they 
took their granny to a drag show. 
She loved it but I think she loves 
me more.

Another Great Suits And The City Holiday Event
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The December 
Holiday Suits And 
The City gathering 
was held at the 
Lexington Hotel 
in Lansing. The 

food was great and the almost 120 
attendees certainly enjoyed it.

As has become a tradition for Suits, 
there were almost three bins filled with new unwrapped toys for the Marines Toys for 
Tots program.  Two Marines were in attendance.  Members of the Lansing women’s 
chorus, Sistrum, and the LansSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus performed two holiday songs. 
(see pictures)

The Board members of Suits And The City were introduced.  The Door prizes were 
drawn, and a 50/50 raffle netted the winner almost $100.  There were 2 open bars and 
music provided by a DJ.  This was 
another great Suits And The City 
holiday event!!

Suits And The City, as posted 
on page 15 of The LGBT News, 
meets from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on 
the first Wednesday each month 
– the location changes monthly.  
Please visit the web site at www.
suitsandthecity.com for the location 
or to contact the organization.

Photos
The Homecoming pictures in the 
December issue and the Suits 
pictures in this issue are thanks to 
LAHR’s photographer Mark Sartor 
– thank you Mark!!

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison 
Officer

Making a 
Difference

Happy New 
Year!!!  Another 
year behind us 

and another year to reflect back on with 
amazement.  The changes may be small, 
but they have had a positive impact on 
our local community.  We have discussed 
the outpouring of support for the LGBT 
Liaison Position (other than from the 
Family Research Council).  We have 
discussed that we made history by getting 
local law enforcement and public safety to 
participate in the Michigan Pride Parade.  
We have discussed that a local Sheriff’s 
Office recently approached me seeking 
assistance on a community based approach 
to address a local concern.

Some of the large, diverse crowd at the December 
Suits And The City.

Some of the women’s and men’s choruses performing 
at the December Suits And The City.
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
P.O. Box 6565

East Lansing, MI 48826

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader,

OMG another year!!

The Lansing Association for Human Rights, Your LAHR, had a fine past year.  Although we lost a few board members 
we gained others, to not fill their predecessor’s shoes but to firmly implant their own marks on our fine organization. 

Kyle Buchanan joined us sometime on the Board.  A young gay male Africa-American.  He has brought a 
perspective to us that we have been missing.  We love his smile and high energy.  He worked with Todd Heywood 
to put together a media training for the board members.  

Frank Vaca, our new Vice president, works to keep LCC on its toes in terms of LGBT concerns.  He is another young man of high 
energy. You have been intrigued by the discussions he initiates on LAHR’s list serves.

Jillian Pastoor has been on the Board, and offers us expertise in Domestic Violence, policy management, and research.  Under her 
direction we have clarified our volunteer policy ,strengthening our ability to determine those best able to serve LAHR.

Kate Miller, a recent graduate of MSU, and former intern of LAHR, joined the board.  Her being a part of our board insures the experience and 
expertise she gained working with Board member Damita Zweiback on our granting process, continues to serve all of us at LAHR. 

On that note, we say goodbye, hopefully just for now, to Damita.  Her indepth experience in grant writing, calls for grant proposals, 
strong leadership for us who have no experience, guided us through a wonderfully successful Premier Granting Program by LAHR.   
Damita has been assigned a stint in the Navy Reserves in Hawaii for six months so she has resigned from the board.  Before leaving 
though she is meeting with another promising intern Emily and Kate to send them off on their own to guide us through another granting 
process.  

Which brings us to the strong, powerful, enduring base of LAHR’s board.  First, Joseph Marutiak, Treasurer.  What a gift!  As treasurer, 
OMG, he keeps us on task, hardly ever makes mistakes, if at all.  He keeps a copy of our bylaws handy, because the rest of us forget, 
and is a clear communicator when some of us falter in that regard.

Nancy VanHoozier, our secretary, a clear, concise, cool note taker and database manager for our membership.   A smart and lasting 
presence who when things looked tentative, she signed on for the duration, leading the way for the rest of us to “get ‘er done”.

And Michael Carlson, another old timer, who is handling the emails that come to LAHR. He for years ran the LGBT Resource phone 
line.  He is a delight, and arranges for a room at Everybody Reads in which we meet in monthly.

How can I continue without thanking Scott Harris at Everybody Reads for his hospitality, commitment to issues of importance to a open 
and welcoming community.  Thank you Scott. Everybody go to Everybody Reads, at least once, and buy a book!  And thank Scott.

Ok, Nancy English, a dear friend, an activist beyond measure. Nancy, gets us moving.  She takes initiative and is an idea person.  And 
geeze does she perform!  Seven Straight Nights, a project of LAHR in years past, was her baby.  We got lots of return on those events 
over the years.  

Letter from the Prez

(Continued on page 10)
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The Drag Show is important to me 
because it breaks down stereotypes with 
the stereotype. It’s classy and it’s apart 
of our rich history. The Drag Show 
brings us closer together as Lansing 
Community College students work 
volunteer hours to put on a great show. “

Everyone at the event enjoyed the show; 
however, there was an incident that has 
resulted in much discussion.  Frank 
reported “A public safety officer sat 
themselves down by the bathrooms to 
check Gender ID. The officer cited an 
ordinance to a couple of the performers.”

Frank has shared his concerns with the 
student life director and vice president 
of the college. Frank commented, “We 
should be treating people with dignity and 
respect.”

Several people posted comments on 
the LAHR Discussion List Service.  (I 
encourage you to join the LAHR List 
Services (social and discussion) by going 
to the LAHR web site www.lahronline.

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

Walking the Beat

Drag Show

Now I’d like to report a positive experience that closed out 2011.  On November 17, 2011, I was invited to participate in a seminar 
at Lake Superior State University in Sault Ste. Marie.  I collaborated with two other members of the Michigan Gay Officers Action 
League (MI-GOAL) and we created a power point presentation entitled, “Law Enforcement, Criminal Justice and the LGBT 
Community.”  Meridian Township Police Officer Erin Linn, East Lansing 911 Deputy Director Heidi Williams, and I presented a 3 
hour presentation to 100+ students and faculty members.  We weren’t concerned with being too politically correct.  We had an open, 
honest dialog with the audience.  That approach lead to a number of students, both straight and gay, stopping by to talk to us after 
the presentation.  They wanted to share some of their personal stories and experiences.  They wanted to show their support to us, the 
presenters.  

After the presentation, we sat down and ate dinner with a handful of the students.  It was an intimate setting.  We were able to discuss 
some of their concerns.  There was a newly graduated gay male who was concerned about whether he should be open about his sexual 
orientation during job interviews.  There was the straight male who doesn’t understand why people have such a hard time accepting 
people who are different from themselves.  There was the quiet female sitting next to me who just smiled and nodded her head a lot.

After dinner, we attended a production of “The Laramie Project” put on by the University’s Theater department.  It was incredible!  
After the show, I shook hands with a number of the actors and thanked them for the wonderful performance.  Most of the students 
who had been at our presentation earlier in the day were also at the evening performance.  As I was getting ready to leave, I walked 
by the quiet girl who had been sitting next to me at dinner.  I put my hand on her shoulder and thanked her for inviting us to her 
school.  I began to move past her.  She grabbed my arm and stopped me.  She began to cry and she thanked me for coming to her 
school.  She shook my hand and thanked me again.  She said that she has been struggling with her sexual identity.  She recently came 
out as bisexual and she wants to get into law enforcement.  She has been very concerned about any repercussions.  She said that our 
presentation inspired her and gave her hope.  We reassured her again and again that it does get better.  I can see by these emotional 
reactions that I am making a difference.  My actions may seem small to me, but they are having a huge impact on some people in the 
community.  And that is what keeps me going!  

Be Safe! 

org and simply clicking to join both free 
services.)

One person commented that there are those 
who feel uncomfortable sharing a bathroom 
with the opposite sex.  Many others thought 
there are problems / issues at LCC that 
need addressed.  It was suggested at the 
LAHR Board meeting that LCC could have 
simply designated a bathroom as unisex.

Frank has reported that the ACLU, Equality 
Michigan, and Transgender Michigan are 
interested and may investigate the event.

Dennis Hall, LAHR past President, 
commented, “I would add one additional 
action.  I would suggest that a group of 
supporters go before the governing Board 
of LCC and make a positive statement 
about how in the past the Board & the 
Administration of LCC have been very 
supportive of the LGBT community, but 
it never stops there, but that support has to 
continue beyond one or two actions.  The 
Board should address this issue for the 
entire LCC community.”

Gary Hicks commented, “Unbelievable. 
You should talk to your student newspaper 
about this.  More evidence of the need 
for a more inclusive and comprehensive 
Diversity Plan.”

Finally, Frank stated, “Our Community 
cannot or will not allow a college 
institution to breed anymore Homophobia, 
Transphobia, Sexism, and Racism.  
Students are speaking up that diversity 
matters to them.  I am part of the LGBT 
community and I have family. 
We should not let ignorance tear us apart.  
Fear of gender identity and of sexual 
orientation. Our flesh and our bones make 
us truly a family. As my grandma once said, 
“We have an obligation to our loved ones to 
treat them better than society.” 
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? -Part 8 
I believe it is a great mistake not to stand 

up for people, 
even when you differ with them, 

if you feel that they are trying to do things 
that will help our country  

– Eleanor Roosevelt

First of all Happy New Year!  And I wish 
you all the best.  This is the time for New 
Year’s resolutions right?  It’s a hard time 
of year, especially for us Michiganders.  
Not only is Mother Nature trying to kill 
us, but our economy isn’t doing so great 
either.  And then here come the bills to 
pay for whatever we bought in December.  
And then the T word – taxes.  Here’s 
where discrimination comes in.  How 
would your life be different if you were 
heterosexual and married?  First of all, 
you could be on your spouse’s health 

insurance.  Second, you would get income 
tax breaks.  Third, you would have spousal 
benefits under your spouse’s retirement 
plan and social security.  Then there are 
all the subtle ways.  Maybe you would 
have had more help and acceptance from 
your family.  Maybe you would not have 
moved around as much (another financial 
loss).  Maybe you wouldn’t have been 
beaten up or abused.  And what about 
all the therapy bills?  I mention all these 
things not to make you angry or upset, 
although it makes me angry and upset, 
but to propose a community New Year’s 
resolution.  Let’s each do one thing in the 
next month to advance the legal status of 
LGBT individuals.  This could be anything, 
but here are some suggestions:

Write a letter to a legislator (State or 
Federal) regarding a piece of legislation that 
you believe in (see LAHR newsletters, the 
Human Rights Campaign website www.
hrc.org , and the Lambda Legal Defense 
website www.lambdalegal.org ).  You may 
or may not know that one letter sent to a 
legislator is considered to represent the 
opinions of ten thousand people.  So if you 
ever think that there is nothing you can do 
about legislation, think again.

Volunteer to assist for one day 
with a political campaign of your 
choice.  

Help someone in the community, 
who is less fortunate than you, 
with a legal issue.  

Contact the LGBT arm of your 
professional organization.

Donate money – any amount to 
the organization of your choice.

For some of you, I am preaching to the 
choir, as they say.  But many individuals 
feel powerless to make change.  I used 
to feel that way.  Either way, one small 
step by each of us will have a tremendous 
impact.  We still have a long way to go 
legally, and sometimes it really is two 
steps forward one step back.  But certainly 
in my lifetime we have made tremendous 
progress, unbelievable progress.  So 
I remain optimistic about our future, 
especially if each of us does a little bit 
to help.  I think of it as erosion.  Single 
insignificant drops of water joined together 
can wear away rocks and mountains.  May 
your new year be happy!

.  
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For Emily
by Nancy English, 
LAHR Board

We all know that 
life can be tough 
and sometimes it 
can be so difficult 

to manage – and maybe so painful - 
that, well, we just can’t do it anymore. 
I believe that was the case for Emily, 
who at the age of 24 died of a drug 
overdose in her sleep.

Emily was the daughter of some 
very close friends of Elaine and me, 
Heather and David. Elaine used to work 
with Heather at the old St. Lawrence 
Hospital when she was in charge of 
education there. While Heather and her 
first husband lived in East Lansing she 
gave birth to twin daughters, Emily and 
Katherine. Heather was recruited by a 
former supervisor to work at a hospital 
in the Atlanta area when the twins were 
just toddlers so off they went to live in 
Georgia.

When Elaine and I got together I heard 
all about her best friends: Missy, who 
lives now in Florida, Heather in the 
Atlanta area and Linda who lived in 
California (Linda, because of a job 
change, has relocated to St. Louis, MO. 
It was when we were visiting Linda and 
her husband Chris in Sonoma, CA in 
2008 that we were married at the Santa 
Rosa, CA courthouse on July 2nd). I got 
to meet Missy and her husband Clyde 
the first year we were together when 
we went to Florida – it took a couple 
of years to get to California for me 
to meet Linda and Chris but for some 
reason, we just never got to Atlanta 
until this past summer.

Elaine and I decided it was finally time 
to go to Georgia and see Heather and 
David – Elaine had spent some time 
with Missy and Heather in Florida 
last year but that was a trip that did 
not include spouses. So finally, I was 
going to meet this woman (and her 
husband) that I had been hearing about 
for years. Elaine and I took a road trip 
which was a lot of fun. We stayed in 
Nashville for a couple of days and had 
a fantastic time. After Nashville we 
drove to Atlanta and spent a few days 

with Heather, David and Emily. 

I knew that Emily was dealing with a 
lot when we were there. Heather and I 
spent some time talking and I shared 
with her some of the things I have 
learned from being sober for 24 years. 
It isn’t easy dealing with addicts, 
whether it’s alcohol, pot or heroin. 
And sometimes it isn’t easy dealing 
with people even when they’ve been 
in recovery. And, in my experience, it 
isn’t easy almost any time for addicts, 
sober or not, to deal with people. 
They call alcoholism and addiction a 
“feeling disease” meaning those of us 
with substance issues just don’t know 
how to deal with our feelings and 
would prefer not to have them at all. 
Being human and not being perfect is 
just too difficult for us and we would 
rather be drunk or high so we didn’t 
have to deal with the realities of life. 

I enjoyed spending time with Emily 
last summer – she was a beautiful, 
talented woman. I liked her in spite 
of the fact that she was an Ohio State 
fan! I told her she was born in Lansing 
and used to live in East Lansing so 
she should 
be a Spartan 
but she had a 
baby sitter who 
went to Ohio 
State so she 
ended up being 
brainwashed. 
to rooting for 
the scarlet and 
grey. We talked 
sports a lot – 
which is always 
wonderful for 
me – and she 
was busy getting 
Atlanta Braves 
tickets while I 
was there (she 
had no idea that 
former Atlanta 
Braves pitcher 
John Smoltz was 
from Lansing 
until I told her). 

When Elaine got 
the call just the 
other day that 
Emily was gone, 

it broke our hearts. From everything 
we know, it was an accident, just a 
case of taking too much of something 
or somethings so that she never woke 
up.  And we ache beyond belief for 
Heather and David. Elaine and I do not 
have children but have always heard 
that losing a child is the toughest thing 
a person can endure. I believe that 
after watching my mother suffer after 
my oldest sister Sally died. 

I am hoping that Emily has now found 
the peace that seemed to escape her 
when she was alive.  I think of her 
constantly and sometimes cannot stop 
the tears. I believe in heaven and 
in reincarnation.  And when anyone 
special to me dies, I always picture 
my dad, Keith, who passed in 1992, 
waiting for them with that special 
smile of his, taking them in his arms 
and leading them home. 
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

The Gift that 
Keeps on 
Giving 

Don’t you just love gifts?  I mean, they are 
free and you can do whatever you want 
with them!  Just what gifts am I talking 
about?  Why, the Republican Presidential 
Candidates, of course!  The gifts 
specifically are the things they say and do.  
Those are some great gifts!
 
Seriously, look at the crazy things they 
have said or done.  Ok, I know Herman 
Cain is no longer in the race but, really?  
You think you can sexually harass 
SEVERAL women and NONE of them 
will ever bring it up when you run for 
president?  I know almost everyone has 
skeletons in their closet (except for me!) 
but man; you really need to think about it 
before trying to be a public figure.  You 
need to ask yourself, “What’s the worst 
thing that can happen if I do this?”  Then 

you need to remember that if you ever run 
for president those things will happen!
 
Newt Gingrich has said some wonderfully 
hilarious things!  Problem is he is serious.  
I really like, “all the poor kids should just 
be janitors at the schools”.  He also thinks 
child labor laws should be repealed.  I 
mean, geesh!  We have all these kids, we 
could get some cheap labor out of them, 
couldn’t we?
 
Don’t get me started on Rick Santorum!  
Ok, get me started.  Let’s see (I’m 
paraphrasing) “Gay sex is not equal as 
straight sex”.  “We should get rid of food 
stamps because the country has an obesity 
problem”.  “All illegal immigrants should 
be jailed for breaking the law” (by the 
way, there are supposedly millions of 
them, not sure where we would keep them 
all).
 
Then there is Michele Bachmann.  She 
may be the best gift of all.  I like to 
refer to her as a dumb Sarah Palin 
(which isn’t saying much).  She doesn’t 
understand U.S. history very well.  She 
thinks gay people can be cured.  Just ask 
her husband!  She has said things like 
(and again I am paraphrasing)  “There 

is no proof that 
carbon dioxide 
is harmful”.  “If 
we took away the 
minimum wage, 
we could wipe out 
unemployment”.  
“Kids can’t say 
the pledge of 
allegiance but, 
they can learn that 
homosexuality is 
normal”.  There 
are just too many!  

Friday Dinner Group
by Gary Hicks,  
LAHR Board

January LGBT 
Dinner
at Asia’s Finest

The January LGBT 
Dinner will be held Friday, January 20, 
2012, at 6:30 pm at Asia’s
Finest, 6443 S. Cedar St., between 
Edgewood Blvd. and I-96. This restaurant 
offers Chinese, Thai, and Vietnamese food 
and has earned a reputation for serving 
delicious
pho, Vietnamese beef noodle soup served 
with fresh sprouts, basil, cilantro, lime, 
and jalapenos on the side. Diners may 
opt to see a movie at nearby Celebration 
Cinemas following the dinner.
 
This dinner will mark the beginning of 
the third year that these dinners have 
been held. They are usually held the 
third Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the Lansing area and provide 
an opportunity to socialize over a casual 
meal. We usually dine at independently-
owned restaurants where entrees can be 
purchased for less than ten dollars.

All members of the mid-Michigan LGBT 
community, including MSU, LCC, and 
Cooley students, as well as friends, family 
members, and allies are welcome to 
attend.  So whether you come on your own 
or bring a friend or partner, please join us 
for dinner!

RSVP to Gary Hicks at garyhickslaw@
aol.com  by noon on Friday, January 20, if 
you plan to attend so we know how much 
seating to request.(Continued on page 7)
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander
 
Tell Me a Story

“When the founder of 
Hasidic Judaism, the 
great Rabbi Israel Shem 

Tov, saw misfortune threatening the Jews, 
it was his custom to go into a certain part of 
the forest to meditate.  There he would light 
a fire, say a special prayer, and the miracle 
would be accomplished and the misfortune 
averted.

“Later, when his disciple, the celebrated 
Maggid of Mezritch, had occasion, for the 
same reason, to intercede with heaven, he 
would go to the same place in the forest 
and say, “Master of the Universe, listen!  I 
do not know how to light the fire, but I am 
still able to say the prayer,” and again the 
miracle would be accomplished.

“Still later, Rabbi Moshe-lieb of Sasov, in 
order to save his people once more, would 
go into the forest and say, “I do not know 
how to light the fire.  I do not know the 
prayer, but I know the place and this must 
be sufficient.” It was sufficient, and the 
miracle was accomplished.

“Then it fell to Rabbi Israel of Rizhin 
to overcome misfortune.  Sitting in his 
armchair, his head in his hands, he spoke to 
God: “I am unable to light the fire, and do 
not know the prayer, and I cannot even find 
the place in the forest.  All I can do is tell 
the story, and this must be sufficient.

“And it was sufficient.  For God made 
human beings because God loves stories.”

At Edgewood, we are working on a Story 
Project.  We have been interviewing 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
people, along with allies, as part of an 
advocacy and educational project.  We 
will put these stories together in video and 
print format, and then present them to other 
Christian churches, as they consider why it 
is important to be Open and Affirming.  

In addition, we are hoping to make a 
video from these stories that we can use 
in legislative advocacy, on issues such as 
second parent adoption, partner benefits, 
and marriage equality.  We are hoping that 
the stories of real human beings, stories 
of love, stories of family, stories of hope, 
stories of faith, will help move us forward 
as a society, towards greater equality for 
LGBT folks.

I believe that stories are powerful.  That 
your story matters, that my story matters, 
and when we share stories, we can move 

forward in love and trust.  I also believe 
that God loves us, that God loves our 
stories, that God affirms us, as we are.  So 
please don’t be afraid to tell your story, 
because it matters.  And hopefully, as we 
gather stories, as we tell stories, as we listen 
to stories, our world will slowly change, 
and a story of hope will emerge from the 
voices, from the lives, of each one of us.

Sincerely,
Pastor Kari Nicewander
Edgewood United Church, UCC
www.edgewooducc.org

I still think that the coolest thing was when 
Newsweek put that crazy eyed picture of 
her on the cover.  Of course there is the 
equally flattering picture of her online 
eating a corn dog at the Iowa straw poll.  I 
won’t explain it, you just need to find it!
 
The truth is, I believe Mitt Romney will 
be the candidate.  The problem is that 
many Republicans don’t like him because 
he’s not really “Christian.”  But, most 
Republicans really aren’t either…….
 
Tell me what you think.  Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome.  
Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com 

(Continued from page 6)

All I’m Saying
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Out at Work
by Frank Vaco, 
LAHR Board 

The Yellow Brick 
Road Not Taken
 
I listened to a good 
piece of poetry by 
Robert Frost called 

“The Road not taken” The one where to 
live life the fullest you must take the road 
less traveled. You’ve got to wonder in the 
Wizard of Oz, is Dorothy a good union 
worker cause she freed the over worked 
munchkins? Is she popular going through 
the channels outing and melting down 
poor leaders?  She is just fabulous walking 
around in bedazzled slippers she got at a 
second hand store.
 
Is Dorothy Gale saying to herself, if I had 
only done this? It’s my business, nobody 
else? Other self disrespecting things 
leading to the blame game? Hello, No! 
Somewhere over Rainbow is benefits and 
the answers to our dreams. We’ve just got 
to continue to work, improve ourselves, 
and look for positive solutions.
 
I was told by someone in power, a degree 
of knowledge about LGBT issues is not 
impressive. You got to be practical. Work 
your fingers to the bone and not worry 
so much about Diversity. You have to be 

realistic. I loath to say my father thinks 
the same way. Why am I wasting time 
volunteering, doing something I enjoy, 
instead of earning cold hard cash.  Neither 
of these men are my role models.
 
Well what they probably were not trying 
to do was telling me not to hope. Yes, I 
can say I believe, if you work hard and 
get along, you get paid. Is this not an 
American Value?
 
I am back at college learning to improve 
myself and taking courses that I find 
interesting. Part time jobs are tough to 
come by these days. If I followed my 
potential job careers, assembly line or Bee 
keeper are areas I am told that I should 
invest in.  So knowledge of a particular 
field for me is an necessity.
 
You do not need to discourage yourself 
or tell others to face the truth. You can 
be a guiding hand and perhaps put some 
perspective in their lives. Yet pretty please 
do not crush their future.
 
Give the future hope that one day they 
will not have to worry whether they are 
Gay, Straight, or Bisexual, or Transgender 
-  they have a right to work. 

Visit dontchangeyourself.com and write 
your leaders. What else can you do to keep 
yourself afloat during these economic 
hardships? Let me know at Vacaafrank@
gmail.com .      

Washington /  
Lansing Responds
Senator Gretchen Whitmer 
Responds to a LAHR Member:

Subject:  Bullying

Dear Friend,

Today marks an important victory in the 
fight to protect students from bullying in 
Michigan. I was proud to join with Governor 
Rick Snyder and anti-bullying advocates 
today for the signing into law of House 
Bill 4163, a bill that establishes a uniform, 
statewide anti-bullying policy for adoption 
by all Michigan public schools.
 
The signing of Matt’s Safe School Law 
today will better protect our kids from 
bullying and harassment and prevent the 
torment that led Matt Epling, the law’s 
namesake, and several other Michigan 
children to take their own life to escape 
the pain of constant bullying. This law will 
ensure that Michigan bullying victims no 
longer have to feel alone, no longer have to 
fend for themselves and no longer have to 
suffer needlessly.

While this bill is not perfect, it is the 
culmination of years of hard work and 
finally moves Michigan forward in better 
protecting our kids and preparing our 
schools to prevent bullying and harassment. 
But I had hoped that Michigan’s anti-
bullying legislation would be even stronger 
and more comprehensive. Research tells 
us that there are important components to 
effective anti-bullying legislation around 
the country that were not addressed in this 
version, including outlining specific motives 
for bullying (such as body type, ethnicity 
and sexual orientation), requiring schools to 
report all bullying incidents and addressing 
cyberbullying via online outlets. This 
compromise is still a good start, and most 
importantly, it slams the door once and for 
all on the ill-conceived “license to bully” 
loophole passed by Senate Republicans 
weeks ago that recklessly endangered 
Michigan kids and made our state the 
laughing stock of the nation.

(Continued on page 9)
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Local pro-equality activists push to 
stop legislative overreach

The Michigan House of Representatives 
is considering House Bill 5039, a measure 
which would stop any government body 
from adopting non-discrimination protections 
that are not currently included in state law. It 
would also void those already in place in some 
municipalities. Equality Michigan Pride PAC, 
among other organizations, opposes the bill.

Statement by Amy Hunter 
President, Equality Michigan Pride PAC

“What a lot of people don’t realize is that right 
now it’s legal in Michigan to fire someone 
just because they’re gay or transgender. All 
hardworking Michiganders should have the 
chance to earn a living and provide for their 
families without fear of being unfairly fired 
for reasons that have nothing to do with their 
job performance. House Bill 5039 would 
effectively make it impossible for local 

communities to prohibit discrimination against 
gay and transgender residents and it would 
void any ordinances already in place in cities 
like Kalamazoo and Lansing.”

“Once pro-equality officials in local 
governments heard about this overreach, 
many of them moved quickly to introduce 
resolutions condemning HB 5039 as 
outrageous and demand that it be dropped. 
We are particularly proud that some of the 
candidates we have endorsed in next week’s 
election are responsible for the pushback 
against this ill-conceived bill. Resolutions 
backed by our candidates have already been 
passed in East Lansing and Lansing, and I 
know of action being taken in Kalamazoo, 
Ferndale, Royal Oak, Traverse City and Ann 
Arbor. Frankly, every municipality in the 
state ought to tell Lansing it doesn’t have 
any business limiting their ability to treat 
their residents with fairness and equality.”

Equality Michigan Pride PAC is Michigan’s 
premiere funding source that promotes equality 
for all people regardless of sexual orientation, 
gender identity or gender expression. To 
contribute to the Equality Michigan Pride PAC, 
visit www.eqmipridepac.com.

 
I want to thank the countless supporters who 
contacted my office and others to share their 
stories and advocate for an anti-bullying 
policy in Michigan. You helped give this 
issue the attention and urgency it deserved 
and ultimately made today’s enactment into 
law possible. I hope I can count on your 
ongoing support as I continue to fight to 
keep our kids safe at school and online.
Sincerely,
Gretchen Whitmer
Michigan Senate Democratic Leader

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received many 
emails from people, including my own, from 
governmental officials on a variety of subjects.  
Beginning in May, 2009, I am going to include 
one letter per month entitled “Washington 
/ Lansing Responds.”  I hope these letters 
provide you a better understanding of where 
our elected officials stand on important LGBT 
issues and a better understanding of the issue.  
If you receive responses, please email them to 
me.  Thank You!)

(Continued from page 8)
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LAHR News
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The LAHR Board met on Sunday, 
December 11th.  We had three visitors at the 
meeting – MSU students from Libya, who 
plan to join the organization.  Also, Penny 
introduced Emily Snoek, a student intern, 
who may help with our future grant activities 
and the newsletter.

The big news at the meeting was our good 
friend Damita Zweiback announced she was 
resigning from the Board, due to an exciting job 
opportunity which will take her to Hawaii for 
the next 6 months working on the USS Mercy.  
Damita joined the Board in November, 2009, 
and has been an active board member.  She has 
written the monthly newsletter column entitled 
Patina Enlightenment, which first appeared 
in the November, 2009 issue.  Check out the 
LAHR web site at www.lahronline.org  under 
the newsletter history to read some of Damita’s 
writings.  During her two years on the Board, 
her greatest achievement was administering the 
LAHR grant process, including drafting our 
request for proposals, managing our selection 
process, drafting our contracts, and providing 
guidance as the project managers managed our 
first three grants.  Thank You Damita for a job 
well done!!

Nancy reported that Todd Heywood recently 
received national recognition.  The following 
was included in the November issue of  Poz 
magazine in an article titled the Poz 100:

Gateway LGBT Youth 
Activities Continued
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

(Publisher Note – I provided several 
reports that provided information and 
progress about our three LAHR grants.  
LAHR had approved grants with Gateway 
Community Services, MSU College of 
Human Medicine / Medical Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (Med/FLAG) and MSU 
School of Social Work.  The aging and 
Med/FLAG grants have ended.  LAHR 
extended the Gateway youth project and 
the following is a continuation of the 
article from the December newsletter of 
their most recent report received Oct. 26, 
2011.)   

Following are activities from September:  
• Supported each other in returning to 

school and discussed ways to navigate 
sexuality and dating at school.

• Played feelings Jenga and processed 
the events of 9/11.

• Continued discussion about a group 
name – we are getting closer to 
actually choosing one!

• Discussed upcoming plans for 
Coming Out Day.

• Heard a presentation from the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
and ways to become involved.

• Discussed the DADT repeal and 
processed in group.

Upcoming events they are considering:
• Decorate store-front window at 

Everybody Reads for Coming Out Day.
• Plan a community dance for 

LGBTIQA teens.
• Visit the Lansing Art Gallery, MSU 

museum or/and Michigan Historical 
Museum.

• Attend Bridges Open Mic on 
November 22 at (SCENE) 
Metrospace.  It is celebrating gender 
expression, challenging gender 
violence and honoring transgender 
and two-spirit voices.

Some future plans include:
• Plans to flyer at local businesses/

organizations and schools.
• Schedule times to speak at GSA meetings.
• Participate in more social justice events.
• Recruit more youth involvement.

(Continued on page 14)

(Continued from page 2)

Letter from the Prez

We lost, hopefully, temporarily from the 
Board, Gary Hicks who is taking a leave of 
absence. He continues though to organize on 
Facebook, and coordinates the Friday Night 
Dinners. Thanks Gary

Pam Allen and Cindy Redman, old timers 
to be sure.  We appreciate their continuity 
of service and acknowledge Cindy for her 
service as Vice President over the years.   
Pam and Cindy also help Bill with LAHR’s 
monthly Breakfast.

And finally, Bill Beachler!  He is by far the 
greatest of us in the endurance, consistency, 
and production factor.  You know of course he 
is the publisher of our ever so fine newsletter.  
Like clockwork he has it going on.  Even when 
those of us as contributors, sometimes slack 
getting to him our work. Thanks Bill.

And to you, our members and readers of 
this publication, our utmost gratitude.  And 
to all who came before us, none of what 
we do would happen without your support.  
On behalf of the Board, on behalf of our 
city that benefits from our being the strong 
organization we are, we thank you for your 
enduring presence.  

Happy New Year!! 

Sincerely, Penny
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May Justice and Peace 
OCCUPY the World

In 2012

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice,
Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Rev. Nicolette Siragusa & 
Gina Calcagno

January 16, 2001
Together 11 years

LAHR Aging Project 
Continues
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

As I reported last month, LAHR 
fortunately has an MSU student, Ian 
Morrison, with support from his professor, 
working on an extension to our aging 
Guide.  LAHR accepted this grant product 
entitled, Greater Lansing Guide to Aging 
Services for the LGBTQI Community, 
which was produced by the MSU School 
of Social Work.  You may review this 
Guide at the LAHR website at www.
lahronline.org.  The LAHR Board was 
hoping this project would have gone 
further, providing an evaluation of the 
services and guidance to the LGBT 
community in decision-making.   Ian’s 
work on this aging project extension to our 
Guide continues.
 
Ian wrote, “As for an update on the 
project, I do have survey questions 
established. They are questions I worked 
through with Penny Gardner when I 
met with her to discuss the project. The 
questions are short, but they are mostly 
focused on the visibility of LGBTQI 
people within the retirement home and 
level of safety provided for them when 
they are there.”
Contacting the aging organizations and 
services hasn’t begun, except for a few 
initial calls.  Ian noted, “A few I have 
talked to have been rather unresponsive.”  
Now that the semester is over, Ian will be 
going full steam ahead on this project for 
the next month and into the next semester.  
He will be doing a content analysis to 
supplement the interview questions 
because it may be difficult to acquire 
an adequate amount of participation in 
the interviews themselves.  After he has 
finished surveying the institutions, he will 
compile a report that he can then give to 
LAHR. 

Ian commented, “I am concerned what 
the responses will be like and I do not 
foresee them being all that favorable. My 
hypothesis is that there will actually be 
very little visibility and probably a handful 
that provide adequate safety for LGBTQI 
identified people. Let’s hope I am proved 
wrong.” 

Here are the draft questions being 
considered:
• Do you have a non-discrimination 

policy that includes sexual orientation 
and gender identity?

• Is this policy clearly stated in 
employee handbooks?

• Are employees required to read this 
statement and acknowledge it?

• In the past two years has the 
organization received any complaints 
of harassment based on one’s sexual 
orientation or perceived gender 
identity?

• Do you have a staff that is trained on 
Lesbian and Gay issues?

• Is your staff trained for transgender 
and/or intersex issues?

• Does anyone mention feeling 
excluded?

• Do you have any gender neutral 
facilities?

As we stated last month, LAHR hopes 
to be “shining the light on aging” - both 
to educate the local aging industry about 
LGBT aging issues / concerns and to 
educate the LGBT community about the 
culture of our local aging industry.
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(Continued on page 13)

An Extraordinary 
Commitment

by Guy Barast

(Publisher’s Note – I 
have been friends 
with Henry for 
over 30 years.  I 

have attended many meetings with him 
in Lansing and Detroit.  Henry was 
active in the Michigan Organization for 
Human Rights (MOHR), when LAHR 
was organized, and is one of the greatest 
LGBT leaders in Michigan history.  Henry 
and Carl have always been very helpful 
to LAHR and to the greater Lansing area 
LGBT community.   I want to wish both of 
them a very happy 60th anniversary.)

On December 29, two men who have 
done much for the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender community in Michigan 
celebrated a significant anniversary. It 
is, in fact, a milestone that few couples 
ever attain, regardless of their sexual 
orientation.

On that day, Dr. Henry Messer and his 

partner Carl House celebrated their 60th 
anniversary as a couple.

Sixty years together. Stop for a moment 
and think about the obstacles these two 
had to overcome to reach this point. While 
many things are looking up for the LGBT 
community now (at least, in a handful of 
other, more forward-thinking states), sixty 
years ago there was no LGBT equality 
movement in America.

Sixty years ago:

• The American Psychiatric Association 
included homosexuality as a disorder 
in its first Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders, 
published in 1952. This classification 
was not removed from the manual 
until 1973.

• Sodomy laws were the norm. In most 
every state in the U.S., sex between 
men was illegal. Sex between women, 
on the other hand, while not usually 
illegal, was for the most part simply 
ignored.

• The law typically forbade the 
gathering of gay people for any 

reason. Even though Detroit and New 
York (where Henry and Carl came to 
Michigan from) possessed thriving (if 
underground) gay bar scenes, these 
bars and clubs typically had to pay 
hefty fees under the table to avoid 
being raided on trumped-up “morals 
charges.”

• Raids of gay bars were common, and 
patrons were arrested and hauled off 
to jail in droves. Most patrons were 
still “in the closet” and frequented 
gay bars and clubs in secret, so the 
publicity attached to these raids meant 
that jobs were lost, careers ruined, 
marriages broken up, or worse. Often, 
names of patrons were published 
from the raids. In fact, in New York 
and in Michigan, along with many 
other states, Liquor Commission rules 
made it illegal to serve alcohol to gay 
people or American Indians.

Needless to say, the 1950s weren’t 
a particularly rosy time to be gay in 
America. Such was the state of gay life 
when Henry Messer and Carl House met.
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Dr. Messer graduated from Duke 
University and served in the Air Force 
for a time -- before the discovery of his 
sexual orientation put an abrupt end to his 
military career. A respected 
neurosurgeon, he chose a 
path that would not be taken 
by many (certainly not in the 
1950s).

He chose to be out and 
outspoken about who he was. 
He chose to be a leader.

Henry was an early member 
of the Mattachine Society in 
New York. Founded in 1950 
in Los Angeles, Mattachine 
was one of the earliest of 
what were called “homophile 
societies” in the United 
States, and was probably second only to 
Chicago’s short-lived Society for Human 
Rights (1924). There was a double-risk 
involved in being a member of Mattachine, 
particularly given the political climate of the 
time: some of the Mattachine founders were 

affiliated with Communism, and so members 
of the organization risked being identified 
not only as gay, but also as potential 
Communist sympathizers. Either charge, in 
those McCarthyism days of the “Red Scare,” 
could have been disastrous, particularly to a 
respected member of the medical profession.

After Henry and Carl 
moved from New York to 
Michigan, Henry joined 
the Michigan Organization 
for Human Rights 
(MOHR), Michigan’s first 
LGBT-focused human 
rights organization. 
MOHR spun off the 
MOHR Foundation, 
which later became the 
Lesbian Gay Foundation 
of Michigan, which still 
later became the Triangle 
Foundation. In 2010, 
the Triangle Foundation 

merged with Michigan Equality to form 
Equality Michigan. Along the way, Henry’s 
involvement with the organization and with 
the movement has been almost constant. He 
has been and continues to be (in his current 
role as a volunteer for Equality Michigan) a 

tireless champion for equality, a pioneer and 
a leader.

And so, the significance of December 
29th was really twofold. As we paused to 
celebrate the fact that these two remarkable 
men made an extraordinary commitment to 
each other that has lasted six decades, it is 
only fitting that we also take a moment to 
recognize the unparalleled leadership of Dr. 
Henry Messer, to whom the movement for 
full equality in Michigan owes a great deal.

Now, at a time when progress in our state 
is seemingly in retrograde motion, we 
need more people with Henry’s vision and 
conviction to step up and become leaders, 
not just for today, but for the long haul.

You can donate to the movement in honor of 
Henry and Carl’s 60th anniversary at www.
equalitymi.org/donate.

Guy Barast is the Director of Fund 
Development at Equality Michigan, which 
works to achieve full equality and respect for 
all people in Michigan regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity and gender 
expression. Find out more at  
www.equalitymi.org .

(Continued from page 12)

Commitment

Henry and his partner.
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Mitten Mavens
Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby

Like us on Facebook!

Experience the excitement of

Roller Derby
beamaven@mittenmavens.net

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

• You can be a Derby Girl!
• No experience necessary
• We’ll even teach you to skate
• We accept everyone regardless 
  of experience or ability
• We don’t discriminate 
• We’re LGBT friendly
• Contact us today!
• Mitten Mavens of Lansing

Be a Derby Girl!

Owosso Church Sign
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

LAHR Board member Frank Vaco notified the LAHR 
Board of Officers about a sign outside of the Owosso 
Church of Christ that reads:  “Marriage should be happy 
not gay.” Frank received this information from an Owosso 
resident, who is not a member of the church.

LAHR Board member Kate Miller commented, “Is there a 
picture? That would look great next to a dynamic article 
about the meaning of words and of HAPPINESS in 
marriage!”

Frank wrote the following letter to church:  “I would like 
to address an issue with your sign, if you are trying to 
reach the hearts of people with the word of god.   Twisting 
words to throw a political message is not helping.  It only 
hurts the believers.  I won’t be attending your services.  I 
will choose an affirming and open church instead.  Please 
be wary of displaying your messages.  Thank you,  Frank 
Vaca”

A few days later, Joe Marutiak, LAHR Treasurer, wrote, 
“I drove by Thursday and was going to take a picture but 
the sign has been changed already.”

44. Todd Heywood  
Heywood is currently The Michigan Messenger’s correspondent for the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender publication Between the 
Lines.  Known for breaking investigative stories that focus on the criminalization of people living with HIV, Heywood is what all good 
journalists should be: a watchdog and a burr under the establishment’s saddle pad.

As reported last month, the Board members are working on a fundraising project to help balance the budget by finding new members.  LAHR 
Treasurer, Joe Marutiak, leads the effort with 6 new members and as of December the organization has added over a dozen new members.  
If you are not a current LAHR member, please join by using the form on page 15.  If you are a current member, whose membership has 
expired, please renew.

The second step in the Bylaws amendment process was completed provide the Board the ability to take action based upon knowledge of a 
volunteer who has a serious misdemeanor or felony offense similar to policies of other nonprofit organizations.  The final step in the process 
will take place at the January Board meeting.

(Continued from page 10)

LAHR News
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SUNDAY
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - 11  a.m. - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - 
contact (517) 371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 

Monday at 6pm in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 
North Washington Square - contact Frank Vaco lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com 
or Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.edu for more information

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - Beginning Wednesday, June 1, the group will be 
getting together at Gone Wired at 8:00 p.m.  If you have questions, please 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call 337-1419

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United 

Methodist Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 

on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com Visit LAHR Online!!

www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for location 

and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 
Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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