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Attend the Celebration of a Local  
Gay Legend
from Ken Wachsberger, Author & Editor

EVERYBODY READS WILL CELEBRATE MICHAEL 
KINDMAN’S LIFE, A  Local Gay Legend and Subject of Ken 
Wachsberger’s Newest Vietnam-Era Antiwar Volume

Former Lansing resident and veteran of the Vietnam era underground 
press Ken Wachsberger will lead a celebration of the life of Michael 
Kindman at Everybody Reads, 2019 East Michigan Avenue, 
Lansing, 7 p.m. Thursday February 2, 2012.

The event marks the release of My Odyssey through the Underground 
Press, the riveting, at times chilling, ultimately inspirational, and 

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison Officer

2012

The year ahead….what can we expect?  
As we discussed in the January issue, 
2011 was a year of small changes that 

made a big impact.  2012 is already off to a shotgun start.  

Over the next 3 months, I will be involved with LGBT 
diversity training for some local law enforcement officers.  
We have a good group of presenters that could have a real 
impact.  I hope the training will be well received.  I will 
update you on how that goes.

I plan on participating in the LEGAL (Law Enforcement 
Gays and Lesbians) International Conference in May.  I look 
forward to the support of my department to attend this year’s 
conference.

Additionally, I hope to increase the involvement of law 
enforcement in the Michigan Pride Parade.  Last year, we had 
a great turnout for our first year.  But we can do better!!!

Ken Wachsberger presents his book review about the underground 
press to an overflow crowd at Everybody Reads

Sistrum, Lansing Women’s chorus and LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus 
performed at the succssful Holiday of Lights winter concert at Dart.

Domestic Partner Health Care Ban 
Challenged
from ACLU

The American Civil Liberties Union and ACLU of Michigan 
filed a federal lawsuit asking the court to strike down a new 
state law that bans many public entities from providing health 
care insurance to the domestic partners of their employees. 
The lawsuit was filed on behalf of school teachers, city and 
county workers and their domestic partners who will lose 
their health insurance as a result of the law. 

When this health care ban became law, Emily Dievendorf, 
Director of Policy for Equality Michigan, stated, “Governor 
Snyder ignored the thousands of voters who contacted him 
urging him to support public employees and their families.  
He signed House Bill 4770, which will eliminate health 
care coverage for unmarried domestic partners of public 
employees.
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
P.O. Box 6565

East Lansing, MI 48826

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader,

LAHR is so fine!  I am so proud to be a member and on the Board.  We are doing good things.  This 
year we are launching our second grant cycle.  We have $8,000. that we will be awarding to several 
organizations, and/or agencies that are effectively serving Lesbians, Gay men, bisexual and transgender 
women and men.  It is you, our members, you who place ads in our newsletter, and you the reader, who 
make this important initiative possible.

LAHR also is a member of the Michigan Equal Pay Day Coalition.  Equal Pay Day is a public awareness 
event that recognizes the inequity of pay earned by women to that earned by men.  Remember the old “women earned .52 
cents to every $1.00 earned by men”, well that inequality has been lessened a bit, but still remains.  “A Michigan woman 
earns .72 cents to every dollar earned by a Michigan man.”  I wager that these inequities are even worse for those of us who 
are Lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender.  I suspect there are figures on this wage discrimination as well.

Again your continued support of LAHR provides us the resources to participate on these kinds of projects.  Thank you. 

Speaking of support……, …Want to serve on the LAHR Board?  We are down a few members and welcome, dare I say, 
new blood to guide us in our journey to full equality for all of us?  Did you know LAHR is the longest lived local LGBT 
organization in the state, and we believe in the nation, but can’t confirm that.  We do like to say it though…… 

If the board is not for you,… want to help Bill Beachler with the newsletter? He is looking for someone to obtain and 
maintain ad accounts for our fine newsletter.  We have an intern who you can work with to do this.  Her name is Emily.  
Those of you with sales experience, or want to get some experience and work with Emily and Bill, let me or any other 
LAHR Board member know.  You will find our contact information contained herein.

Also, we want to add to our membership roles.  Can you please help us do that?  Will you sign-up one, two, ten new 
members?  We as a board have agreed for each of us to also sign-up new members.  It is not a hard task, all it takes is an 
ask from someone known.  Many respond positively.  Members receive the newsletter, either hard copy or electronic, and 
provide support of LAHR’s work for bettering our community’s safety and happiness in the Greater Lansing Area.  

I know it is hard to imagine yourself taking on more responsibilities by answering positively to these “suggestions” of 
mine. I do because I like what I do and I want to share the wealth, as they say.  Join me for a good time engaging in the 
work of your LAHR.

Sincerely, 

Penny

Letter from the Prez

2 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 1) (Continued from page 1)

Celebration Ban Challenged

always captivating autobiography of 
Kindman, one of the local and national 
legends of the Vietnam era underground 
press. Kindman’s story is volume 2 of 
Wachsberger’s classic Voices from the 
Underground Series (published by Michigan 
State University Press).

Wachsberger spoke to a standing-room-
only crowd at Everybody Reads on March 
3, 2011 (See picure and reread article 
in the April issue of The LGBT News at 
the excellent LAHR website at  www.
lahronline.org .) to celebrate publication of 
volume 1 of Voices from the Underground.  
Both volume 1 and 2 will be available for 
purchase February 2nd.

My Odyssey begins in September 1963, 
when Kindman entered Michigan State 
University as one of nearly two hundred 
students from around the country who had 
been awarded National Merit Scholarships, 
underwritten by MSU and usable only there. 
Together, they represented by far the largest 
group of Merit Scholars in any school’s 
freshman class in the country. 
 
They arrived, brilliant minds all, expecting 
to find a vibrant cultural and academic 
oasis. They didn’t, not at the nation’s first 
agricultural land grant college, so they were 
forced to look elsewhere. The Vietnam War 
was raging, though it hadn’t yet entered 
the general public’s consciousness.  But 
the raging inner-city ghettoes already had 
brought civil rights to the forefront of the 
country’s imagination.  In East Lansing, 
open housing crystallized a small portion of 
a latent radical community.  Kindman joined 
that community, first as a reporter for the 
State News, MSU’s student paper, then  as 
the founder of The Paper, East Lansing’s 
first underground newspaper and one of the 
first five members of Underground Press 
Syndicate, this country’s first nationwide 
network of underground papers. 

In early 1968, he was drawn to a paper 
from Boston, Avatar, that spoke often in 
poetry, always in spiritual and mystical 
terms, and he headed east to check it out. 
Kindman was welcomed by the staff, dug 
in as a member, and discovered too late 
that the large, experimental commune that 
controlled Avatar was a charismatic cult 

The Governor’s support for this bill is 
appalling. He has put hardworking gay 
and lesbian couples and their children 
into harm’s way by eliminating important 
health care coverage. While he has spent 
the last two years talking about creating 
a welcoming state with an attractive 
business climate, these bills fly in the face 
of those goals.

All families in our state, including gay and 
lesbian families, should have fair access to 
health care coverage.” 

 “This is not about politics or ideology for 
us,” said Peter Ways, an Ann Arbor Public 
Schools teacher whose partner will lose 
his benefits. “This is about real families 
who are facing the real consequences 
of discriminatory laws.  Just like our 
colleagues whose families will continue to 
receive health insurance, we want to care 
for our families.”

 The four couples named in the lawsuit 
are in long-term committed relationships.  
Several of the domestic partners need 
ongoing medical care for chronic 
conditions.  Barbara Ramber, for instance, 
has glaucoma and arthritis and faces 
potential blindness if she can’t access 
care, and Gerardo Ascheri has high 
blood pressure and high cholesterol. The 
other couples also worry about finding 
comprehensive and affordable insurance 
coverage. Carol Kennedy anticipates 
having to pay $800 per month for 
comprehensive coverage because of a 
family history of breast cancer. Peter Ways 
and Joe Breakey are considering moving 
back to Washington because finding 
comprehensive coverage for Joe would be 
extremely expensive for the couple. 

 “Although justified by the Governor as a 
cost-cutting measure, the numbers don’t 
hold up,” said Kary L. Moss, ACLU of 
Michigan executive director. “The reality 
is that the legislation was intended to 
disenfranchise LGBT families. When 
a key policy priority has been to attract 
top talent and resources to the state, our 
elected officials have sent a clear message 
that Michigan is out of step with the kinds 
of public policies that attract talent and 
grow our economy.”

centered on a former-musician-turned-guru 
named Mel Lyman, whose psychic hold 
over his followers was being strengthened 
and intensified by means of various 
confrontations and loyalty tests. 

Five years later, Kindman fled the commune’s 
rural outpost in Kansas and headed west, 
where he settled in San Francisco, came out 
as a gay man, and changed his name to Mica. 
When Kindman wrote this important journey 
into self-discovery, he was a key activist in the 
gay men’s pagan spiritual network Radical 
Faeries, a student, and a person with AIDS. 
He died peacefully on November 22, 1991, two 
months after submitting the final draft of his story.

Forewords are by legendary sixties-era 
author and satirist Paul Krassner, who 
is often considered the father of the 
underground press; and Tommi Avicolli 
Mecca, author, gay activist, and long-time 
veteran of the gay press. The preface is by 
series editor Ken Wachsberger

Michael Kindman’s revealing memoir … 
will take you through his adventures and 
misadventures in the larger context of an 
evolutionary jump in consciousness, from 
hippie to the New Age, from a control 
freak’s cult to individual freedom, from 
sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll to a spiritual 
revolution. Ultimately, this book will serve 
as a multi-faceted slice of countercultural 
history.—Paul Krassner

Mica’s recapitulation, as he calls it, is a 
record of an era long past, a time when 
idealism wasn’t a bad word and questioning 
was a rite of passage for many of America’s 
young people. Recapitulations such as 
his can only help us better understand the 
strengths of the struggles of the past and how 
to avoid the mistakes that were all too often 
made.—Tommi Avicolli Mecca

Kindman’s story will be of particular interest 
to Vietnam-era veterans, their children and 
grandchildren, alumni of Michigan State 
University and the Lansing-area antiwar 
movement, journalists, historians, teachers 
of writing for self-discovery, members of the 
GLBT community, therapists with clients 
who are cult survivors, and anyone who 
has lost family members to cults, as well 
as anyone who is interested in reading a 
compelling autobiography.

3February 2012



Large Luxury 1 Bedroom
One block from downtown. Large luxury 1 bedroom up-
per unit. $750 plus utilities. Security deposit. Complete-
ly new inside. All new appliances, dishwasher, washer/
dryer, microwave, two gas fireplaces, large master 
bedroom with walk-in closets, large upper deck, shared 
2 car garage, large lower deck with gazebo.

Large Luxury Efficiency
Country living- Large luxury efficiency. Overlooks 
Portland dam. Acres of landscaped grounds. $800 plus 
utilities. Security deposit. New appliances with shared 
washer/dryer. Partially furnished with sectional, coffee 
table and large, new California King bed and mattress.
and 52” flatscreen over large stone fireplace.

Must have good credit history and references.  
No smoking in units.

Apartments for Rent
Portland MI

Gay Owner - Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email me at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

Out at Work
by Frank Vaco, 
LAHR Board 

Dreaming Works
 
Do you shift self 
denial of being 
lesbian, bisexual, 
gay or transgender 

to gain power in your favor?   Are you 
only free on the Dream plain of your 
existence?   Why should you worry or 
why should you care, when you do not 
have a penny to throw in that wishing 
well?   Stand out beyond the crowd is 
not your thing?  The truth about what we 
see inside, when love is recognized not a 
remarkable thing? How can we make our 
dreams come true when we are milking a 
straight so called appearance for all it’s 
worth?   This is not Disney where we are 
bound by a magic spell from calling out 
that we are L, G, B or T.   However, as 
Walt Disney company put it, we are not 
dreaming.   It’s time to wake up from 
simplicity.

How many of us had dreams about 
work?  How about making more money?   
Well I am not a guru or certified life 
coach.   Starting out working on yourself 
might be the first indication of making 
your fantasies come true.    I myself 
have got to learn to follow my bliss.   
You have talents, strengths, and the 
will to hide, you can be so awesome no 
matter what you set your mind to.

My new years resolution was to 
empower myself and to empower others.  
I have been feeling like a beast lately.   
Such as feeling like the hands of time 
are ticking on me.   Yes, my vacation 
away from it all became a soul searching 
experience.   Re energizing my passion 
to be an advocate might need some 
work.   I know just keep swimming!  In 
time you meet your conscious self with 
your sleepy self. So keep on having 
adventures and it’s off to never-land.

How can we become a master of our 
destiny when we are slaves to not 
hearing the labels.  The world says it 
like Get it straight, go forward, don’t be 
a coward, or sissy. I think being a queen 

at work would 
quite suit you.   
Not some wicked 
Enchantress 
who wishes bad 
upon others but 
someone who is 
out for the good of 
the people.   

When will your 
voice be heard?   
Are you too busy 
making coffee 
for yourself or 
your bosses to 
keep them awake?   
When will you 
start dreaming 
of being out in 
the workplace?   
Are you having 
nightmares of 
being in the 
closet?   Let 
me know at 
Vacaafrank@
gmail.com.

Michigan Supreme Court 
Turns Down Child Custody 
Case
The Michigan Supreme Court declined to 
review a case that could have given gay, 
lesbian, and unmarried heterosexual couples 
legal standing to obtain joint custody of their 
children.

A 4-3 court majority denied Renee Harmon’s 
appeal request along party lines. The three 
Democratic justices on the court, Michael F. 
Cavanagh, Diane M. Hathaway and Marilyn 
J. Kelly, dissented.

The case involves Renee Harmon and 
Tammy Davis. The couple’s 19-year 
relationship ended in 2008. Davis is 
the biological mother (via artificial 
insemination) to their three children. After 
the relationship ended, Harmon was initially 
given, then denied, visitation and she sued 
for parenting time. A Wayne County judge 
ruled that Harmon had legal standing to 
try to pursue joint custody of the children 
she helped raise, but the Michigan Court of 
Appeals reversed that decision.

This case brings into question the scope of 
Michigan’s “equitable parent” doctrine and 
whether Harmon’s constitutional rights were 
violated when the Court of Appeals ruled that 
she lacked standing as a parent. The equitable 
parent doctrine recognizes a legal relationship 
between a de facto parent and child when the 
parent desires such recognition and is willing 
to support the child.

Harmon now plans to take her case to 
federal courts.

Statement by Denise Brogan-Kator
Executive Director, Equality 
Michigan

“I find it tragic that the justices in the 
majority party are unwilling to grant these 
three children access to one of the only 
two parents they’ve ever known. These 
children are also denied the financial 
and emotional support that comes from 
recognizing both parents. Cases like 
this should not be decided based on the 

(Continued on page 5)
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander
 
Dear friends,

There is a Sufi story that 
I came across the other 
day, and I thought I 

would share it with you:

“A man walking through the forest 
saw a fox that had lost its legs, and he 
wondered how it lived.  Then he saw a 
tiger come up with game in its mouth.  
The tiger ate its fill and left the rest of the 
meat for the fox.

The next day God fed the fox by means 
of the same tiger.  The man began to 
wonder at God’s greatness and said to 
himself, ‘I too shall just rest in a corner 
with full trust in the Lord and God will 
provide me with all that I need.’

He did this for many days but nothing 
happened, and he was almost at death’s 
door when he heard a voice say, ‘O you 
who are in the path of error, open your 
eyes to the truth! Stop imitating the fox 
and follow the example of the tiger.”

Lately, it has felt like there has been a 
legislative attack on LGBT folks, and on 
those of us who are allies in the struggle 
for justice and equal rights.  It is easy 
to start feeling beaten down, like the 
fox, frustrated, tired, and ready to just 
rest in a corner, hoping that God will 
provide.  Like the man who decides to 
imitate the fox, we are often ready to lie 
down and give up.  This is especially true 
when we feel beaten down, attacked, and 
marginalized.

However, I believe that God made us to 
be tigers.  To roar and fight and work as 
hard as we can for justice.  I believe that 
God made us to be tigers.  To bring food 
and nourishment to others, and to find 
our joy in offering life and sustenance.  I 
believe that God made us to be tigers.  To 
eat what we need and share what we can.

As we continue this fight, as we 
continue to call the governor, to write 
our representatives, to sound the call to 
fight for justice, let us remember that we 

are tigers.  We can do this, we can keep 
on fighting, and God will give us the 
strength to do what we are called to do.  

I believe that God is at work in the world; 
through you and through me and through 
many others, justice will come, and this 
tide of legislative attack against LGBT 
people will turn.  Let us remember that 
“the arc of the moral universe is long, 
but it bends towards justice.”  So let 
justice roar, let us roar, and let us keep on 
fighting!

God bless!
Pastor Kari
Edgewood United Church, United Church 
of Christ
www.edgewooducc.org

 

The 99% Come First!
Move the Money away from war 

and into our communities

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice,
Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

relationship of the adults to one another, 
but rather based on the relationship 
of the adult to the children. We hope 
that a federal court will examine the 
constitutional questions and consider the 
best interests of the children. It’s sad that 
the Michigan Supreme Court has refused 
to do so.”

“This court action continues the 
systematic attacks that prevent lesbian 
and gay parents from creating and 
maintaining strong families in Michigan. 
The case underscores the need for more 
pro-equality candidates to run for judicial 
positions throughout the state. Legal 
recognition of families headed by lesbian 
and gay parents is long overdue – we have 
fallen far behind other states.”

Equality Michigan (formerly Triangle 
Foundation) works to achieve full equality 
and respect for all people in the state of 
Michigan regardless of sexual orientation, 
gender identity or gender expression. For 
more information, visit www.equalitymi.org.

(Continued from page 4)

Supreme Court
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Cleaning Up 
Your “Friends” 
List

I’ll admit it.  I don’t have a lot of 
“friends” on Facebook.  Actually, I don’t 
have a lot of friends in real life either.  
But, you know what?  I’m ok with that.
 
To me, it is more important to have what 
I call “true” friends.  Now, everyone 
says that they have “true” friends.  What 
I mean is, I would rather have a few 
friends who seem to share the same 
sets of values and morals that I do than 
to call everyone I know a “friend”.  
Honestly, that’s what has happened 
in this day and age of Facebook.  We 
used to group people differently.  We 
had friends, family, acquaintances and 
people we worked with.  Now we just 
lump them all as “friends”.  I also rarely 
“friend” anyone on Facebook.  Not sure 

The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

why.  Possibly out of fear of rejection.  
Possibly because it’s not really that 
important to me.
 
But, what I really am trying to talk about 
is cleaning up your “friends in real life” 
list.  As I said, I spend my time with 
people that I have a lot in common with.  
I know some people that truly have a lot 
of friends and they spend time with all 
of them and can learn to live with their 
differences and shortcomings.  I am not 
one of those people.  I am against drug 
use so, I don’t hang out with anyone 
that does.  I don’t like drama so, I don’t 
associate with anyone who brings it.  I 
am not into “messing around” so, there 
go a lot of people!  But, I learned to let 
go of the people that caused me to be 
uncomfortable.  I guess I just have a low 
tolerance for what I see as crap and it 
makes me miserable to be around it.
 
Of course, I have been on the receiving 
end of it as well.  How many of us have 
a couple of “friends” that we like to 
hang out with but, every time we try to 
get together they are “busy”?  You get 
excuses like, “Oh, man.  I’m swamped 

right now!”  This is their way of saying 
you are not important to them.  You 
need to move on.  But, you can’t take it 
personal.  Something in their life may 
have changed and they don’t see you 
as compatible anymore.  You may have 
done the same thing to someone that you 
don’t view as compatible anymore.
 
My point is, you should be comfortable 
no matter who you are with.  If you are 
a non-smoker and don’t mind hanging 
out with people that do, feel free to do 
it.  If it’s something you detest, why put 
yourself through the hassle?  Happiness 
is not a destination; it’s a way of life.
 
Tell me what you think.  Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always 
welcome.  Write me at  
allimsaying@yahoo.com.
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If you knew Kindman, come prepared to share 
your memories. The presentation will be recorded 
and available for viewing on the Internet.

The 4-volume Voices from the Underground 
Series is a collection of histories of 
underground papers from the Vietnam era 
as told by key people on each of the papers. 
The underground press was the independent, 
antiwar press of the Vietnam era that told 
the true story, which the corporate papers 
suppressed, of what our government was 
doing behind our backs to the Vietnamese 
people in our name and with our tax 
dollars, while giving voice to the liberation 
movements of the period.

Stories in the series represent the gay, 
lesbian, feminist, Black, Puerto Rican, 
Native American, military, prisoners’ rights, 
socialist, new age, rank-and-file, Southern 
consciousness, psychedelic, and other 
independent antiwar voices of the era as 
never before told. 

Voices from the Underground was called 
“the most important book on American 
journalism published in my lifetime” by In 
These Times when it appeared in an earlier 
version in 1993. The Los Angeles Times said 
it “comes closer than anything I’ve yet read 
to putting the sights, sounds and texture of 
the ‘60s on paper.” 

Editor Ken Wachsberger is a long-time author, 
editor, educator, political organizer, public 
speaker, and consultant who has written, 
edited, and lectured widely on the Vietnam era, 
the Holocaust and Jewish resistance during 
World War II, the First Amendment, writing for 
self-discovery, and other issues.

Volumes 3 and 4 both are due out in 
2012. To learn more about the Voices 
from the Underground Series, read 
many more testimonials, and view the 
entire four-volume table of contents, 
go to www.voicesfromtheunderground.
com. Ken may be reached at ken@
voicesfromtheunderground.com for 
interviews and speaking invitations.  
Contact Scott Harris at Everybody Reads 
(517) 346-9900 if you would like to help 
organize the event and get the word out.

Then mark your calendar: Thursday 
February 2, 2012 beginning at 7 p.m.

(Continued from page 3) (Continued from page 3)

Celebration Ban Challenged

The lawsuit charges that the new law 
discriminates by categorically denying 
domestic partners access to benefits and 
violates the constitutional right to equal 
protection by forcing gay and lesbian 
employees in committed relationships to 
carry the financial hardship and anxiety 
of being uninsured, while allowing 
heterosexual couples to marry and receive 
family health protections. In addition, 
the law only bars domestic partners from 
receiving health care coverage, while 
allowing government employers to offer 
these benefits to all other family members, 
including parents, siblings, uncles and 
cousins. 

“It’s unconstitutional for the state of 
Michigan to deprive a small number of 
workers of the means to take care of their 
loved ones, when other, similarly situated 
workers do have access to family coverage,” 
said Amanda C. Goad, staff attorney for 
the ACLU Lesbian Gay Bisexual and 
Transgender Project. “In an economic 
downturn, the state 
should be passing 
laws to make it 
easier for families 
to take care of 
each other, not to 
take protections 
away.” 

 Proponents 
point to the “high 
cost” of domestic 
partner health care 
coverage as the 
motivating force 
to enact such a 
law. However, 
an analysis of 
programs across 
the state proves 
these numbers 
to be wildly 
inaccurate. In 
fact, studies show 
that domestic 
partner health 
care coverage, 
in addition to 
attracting and 
retaining the best 
employees, costs 

well under one percent of the health care 
budget of public employers who voluntarily 
provide these benefits.  Additionally, unlike 
married couples, domestic partners must pay 
taxes to the state on their health insurance 
benefits – revenue that the state would lose 
under the new law.  

 Prior to passage of the challenged 
law, many cities, counties, and school 
districts in Michigan made the business 
decision to allow coverage of employees’ 
domestic partners. Similarly, corporations 
throughout Michigan and the nation 
have determined that providing domestic 
partner benefits to employees is essential 
to remaining competitive and attracting 
and retaining top talent. In fact, a 
recent Human Rights Campaign report 
concluded: “The higher a company ranks 
on Fortune magazine’s list of the most 
successful businesses, the more likely it is 
to provide comprehensive protections and 
benefits to LGBT employees.”  

 In September 2011, a United States Court 
of Appeals struck down a similar Arizona 
law banning benefits for unmarried 
partners of state workers. 
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A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? -Part 9 
I had reasoned this out in my mind,

 there was two things I had a right to, 
liberty and death.  

If I could not have one,  
I would have the other,  

for no man should take me alive.
- Harriet Tubman

In part 4 of this series I mentioned the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  The 
Constitution is the source from which 
all of our laws flow.  No law can violate 
the Constitution.  (The states also have 
their own Constitutions, which again 
cannot violate the U.S. Constitution.)  I 
also described the first 10 Amendments 
to the Constitution, which are the Bill 
of Rights.  As I mentioned, there are 17 
other Amendments to the Constitution.  I 
will focus primarily on the 13th and 14th 
Amendments.

The Civil War ended April 9, 1865.  The 
13th Amendment, which abolishes slavery, 
was ratified (approved) on December 6, 
1865. Many formerly confederate states 

reacted by passing Black Codes, which 
prohibited blacks from holding property 
and entering into contracts.  The Black 
Codes also established harsher criminal 
penalties for blacks than for whites.  In 
response, Congress enacted the Civil 
Rights Act of 1866 declaring that all 
persons born in the U.S. are citizens, 
without regard to race, color, or previous 
condition of slavery.  It also required that 
citizens of every race and color would 
have “full and equal benefit of all laws and 
proceedings for the security of person and 
property, as is enjoyed by white citizens.”  
It was unclear whether Congress could 
enact such a law under the Constitution 
as it existed at the time, consequently 
the 14th Amendment to the Constitution 
was enacted.  The Due Process and Equal 
Protection section of the 14th Amendment 
states “All persons born or naturalized 
in the United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 
United States and of the state wherein they 
reside.  No state shall make or enforce 
any law which shall abridge the privileges 
or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any state deprive any 
person of life liberty or property, without 
due process of law; nor deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal protection 
of the laws.”  (to be continued)

Local HIV / AIDS 
Accomplishments
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Our local Lansing Area AIDS Network 
(LAAN) is entering a period of increasing 
uncertainty.  Due to the economic 
conditions that define our times, the level 
of governmental and foundation support 
is decreasing.  As support has decreased, 
LAAN continues to make significant local 
accomplishments:

• During Fiscal 2010-11, LAAN 
provided care services to a record 337 
HIV positive individuals and their 
families;

• 210 individuals visited the Food 
Pantry on more than 1850 occasions;

• Transportation assistance was 
provided to 149 individuals;

• Housing assistance was provided to 
37 individuals and their families; and

• Prevention and Communicable 
Disease services were provided to 
more than 1500 individuals

Although funds decrease, the above 
critical needs continue to increase.  LAHR 
continues its efforts to help LAAN and 
we hope each of you will support these 
needed services also.
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Reflections from MI-GOAL 
President
One Hundred and Sixty-four1. 

According to the Officers Down 
Memorial Page (ODMP) website, that 
is the number of police officers, deputy 
sheriffs, correctional officers, detectives, 
park rangers and other law enforcement 
personnel who lost their lives in the line of 
duty, in the year that has ended as 
2011.  One Hundred and Sixty-four1.  
Five of them (or 3% of the total) occurred 
in Michigan.

To be honest, a couple of months ago 
I wouldn’t have been able to make a 
reliable guess as to what the numbers 
might be; though I am keenly aware of 
the importance and value of our well 
trained law enforcement and corrections 
professionals.  As a 26-year career 
employee of the Michigan Department 
of Corrections, having started as a 
Corrections Officer myself inside 
Michigan’s prisons, I am also acutely 
aware of the risks.  I had just never 
followed the stories, or the numbers, 
beyond my own experiences.

As President of the Michigan Gay 
Officers Action League (MI-GOAL), 
I need to be aware and reminded of the 
circumstances and regularity with which 
our law enforcement professionals find 
themselves in harms way.  A six-hour 
‘Citizen Ride Along’ one evening this 
summer, with an Officer of the Lansing 
Police Department, afforded me 
invaluable real-life snapshot (albeit, brief) 
of their time ‘on the beat’; I am eager to 
do it again, and with other agencies.  A 
few months ago I went to the Officers 
Down Memorial Page website (http://
www.odmp.org/).  ODMP sends out an 
e-mail alert whenever a law enforcement 
officer is killed, or succumbs to death 
from injuries received, in the performance 
of his or her line of duty; so I signed 
up to receive the alerts.  They came in 
slowly at first, but through December the 
alerts began arriving in my in-box with 
distressing regularity; and they began to 
weigh heavier and heavier on my mind.

Like many, I reside in a relatively safe 
city and neighborhood.  My interactions 

with law enforcement personnel - outside 
of my professional life, rarely consist of 
much more than an infrequent traffic stop.  
Unless I somehow go out of my way, I am 
usually insulated from most of what makes 
it into our daily news, and few of us have 
cause to otherwise follow local events 
outside of our own community.  If not for 
my career, I doubt I would have any real 
idea of the dangers of working inside a 
correctional facility.  Much of the public 
is unexposed to the vastness of the danger 
and the breadth of the heroics, from and 
with which our dedicated law enforcement 
and corrections professionals protect them 
every single day, around the clock.

So, if someone’s frame of reference for 
law enforcement consists primarily of 
traffic violations, neighborhood noise 
or animal complaints, rescues from 
distressing accidents or weather, or 
security lines at an airport or port of entry, 
they should consider themselves fortunate; 
but not to be fooled. 

The very order we expect in our 
communities - without ever even giving it 
thought, rests on the shoulders of the men 
and women we train and arm to protect us.  
Staffing cuts have become the norm, and 
public safety needs have not decreased.  

And the truth is ... not everyone makes 
it home at the end of their watch.

May God bless and protect our dedicated 
law enforcement professionals.

R Cole Bouck, President
Michigan Gay Officers Action League

MI-GOAL was established in 2010 
and is an affiliate chapter of LEGAL 
International. MI-GOAL exists to 
advocate for the equal treatment of 
Michigan’s gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender law enforcement, public 
safety, corrections and criminal justice 
professionals, and their non-gay allies.

Visit us at: www.mi-goal.com.  E-mail me 
at: president@mi-goal.com.  Write us at: 
MI-GOAL, P.O. Box 14069, Lansing, MI, 
48901-4069.

1   The National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund (NLEOMF) 
also generates statistics and alerts, though 
numbers vary.  They can be found at  
http://www.nleomf.com/.)
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Ann Francis and Nancy Lombardi
30 years

February 2 

Michael & William Sawyer / Todd
11 years

Belated January 12

Ageism / homophobia
by Dennis Hall

Two old members of 
our LGBT community 
had lunch several 
months ago.  At this 

lunch, Penny Gardner and I conversed 
about being old, being lesbian or gay, 
and what that means to us and to others 
who are old and LGBT.

In practice and in belief, we know that 
“there are no LGBT people who are 
old,” and “among old people there are 
no LGBT people.”  Penny and I are the 
exceptions!  

While Penny did not get reappointed by 
the new Governor to the Commission 
on Services to the Aging, she has 
been traveling around the state talking 
to various old- people-care- facility 
personnel about issues relevant to those 
who are not heterosexual and are old.   
“Oh, no problem,” they said, “we treat 
everyone the same.”  

Which we of course know is not true.  

Further, they claimed no one other than 
heterosexuals apply for services at their 
agency.  Penny replied “and therein 
lays the problem.”  So we have the 
problem of members of our communities 
not seeking needed services, and the 
services not being inclusive to our 
seeking needed health care services.

The up shot of this wonderful 
conversation was that I would contact 
Robert Roznowski, Michigan State 
University (MSU) professor in the 
Theater Department, to find out if 
there were any students who might be 
interested in creating and acting out 
some very short dialogs that could 
express the difficulties of lgbt elders 
accessing care as they grow older, as 
well as the perceived idea that they 
would have to return to the closet if 
they had to go live in an elder care 
facility.  Roznowski put me in contact 
with a wonderful woman named 
Lynn Lammers, who is the Artistic 
Coordinator for the Transforming 
Theatre Ensemble in the Office for 
Inclusion and Intercultural Initiatives at 
MSU.  

Since Lammers has gotten involved in 
our conversation, 
we have begun to 
see the formation 
of a concept that 
would involve a 
cross generation 
of people within 
the University 
(students, faculty 
and professionals) 
and the larger 
lgbt community 
to collaborate 
with other areas 
of the University 
(medical schools, 

etc.) in the development of skits that 
could be presented to elder care facility 
personnel, residents of such places, the 
lgbt community in general and others 
to raise awareness of the difficulties 
that elder lgbt people face as they reach 
various stages in their lives necessitating 
the use of elder care assistance facilities. 

We all will continue to work on creating 

(Continued on page 11)
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On the Road Again

The I can hardly 
believe that it’s 
already 2012. It 
seems that just the 
other day I was 
standing on the stage 
at Motor City Pride 

on a beautiful afternoon in June. While the 
snow drifts that undoubtedly await us this 
winter are well on their way, I’ll be trying 
hard toresist the temptation to daydream too 
much about warmer days. While summer 
may be the season for fun in the sun, winter 
affords us the opportunity to hunker down 
and get to work. The beginning of the year 
is often a great time for planning, and here at 
Equality Michigan that exactly what we’re 
doing. As I write this I’m up to my elbows 
in annual strategic planning. As many of 
you know, proper planning requires you to 
examine what it takes to accomplish specific 
goals. This year my planning sessions are a 
little different than in the past. I’ve started 
my planning process with a bit of nostalgia. 
After all, it was around this time last year 
that we were asking ourselves a few very 
important questions. What does 2011 have 
in store for our community? How will the 
new legislature and governor respond to 
the complex challenges that our state faces? 

Many of us were very disappointed by the 
way in which our governor and legislature 
decided to answer those questions this past 
year. However, there were resounding pro-
equality advocates here in the state that 
perhaps we didn’t account enough for: the 
residents of Michigan!

While we were focused on the happenings 
in Lansing throughout the year, I also had 
the privilege of meeting some of the great 
leaders working all around the state. While 
Governor Rick Snyder and conservatives 
in the legislature were working to eliminate 
heath carecoverage for domestic partners, 
the residents of Traverse City were rallying 
to keep the non-discrimination ordinance 
that the city had passed the year before. 
While the anti-gay American Family 
Association was trying to block a robust 
anti-bullying law, students from across the 
state were going to Lansing to demand safe 
schools. The year ended with a roaras the 
residents of Troy demanded that their mayor 
respect all residents, not just those that she 
agrees with. So while 2011 began with a 
lot of questions about how elected officials 
would respond to the needs of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender people, it was the 
residents of Michigan who answered the call 
to action.

Now I find myself at the very beginning 
of 2012 both remembering the questions I 
had last year and reflecting on the answers 
that the community has given us. It’s clear 
to me that this next year must be about the 
residents of Michigan finding the answers 

to these challenges ourselves. Rather 
than hoping for the best from our elected 
officials, it’s up to us to make our voices 
heard at the ballot box. Instead of waiting 
for Washington or Lansing to pass pro-
equality legislation, we need to demand 
that the communities that we call home are 
welcoming places to live and do business.

The non-discrimination ordinances that 
have passed across the state are strong 
evidence that Michigan can be a welcoming 
community. So it’s with the answers that 
you and others in the community have given 
that I find myself on the road again. I’ll be 
travelling even more this year and I can’t 
wait so see old friends and some new faces. 
Organizers in cities like Mt. Pleasant and 
Holland are working hard topass their own 
non-discrimination ordinances and I look 
forward to joining their efforts. Families 
from across the state are demanding that 
the unfair and harmfuldomestic partner 
health careban that Governor Snyder 
signed be struck down. All of this is just 
the beginning. I believe that 2012 can be a 
year of tremendous strides forward here in 
Michigan. However, it will be the residents 
of the state, not our legislature,who will be 
leading the charge.

Roland Leggett is the Director of Field 
Organizing at Equality Michigan, which 
works to achieve full equality and respect for 
all people in Michigan regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity and gender 
expression. Find out more at  
www.equalitymi.org.

this exciting concept that could be 
utilized all over Michigan in educating 
the public about this issue.  If you are 
someone interested in participating in 
some manner, please contact Gardner or 
myself and we will sign you up to help!  
We need all the help we can get.

As this continues, we will be back in 
touch with you with more ideas and 
hopefully a date to screen a movie called 
“Gen Silent.”  We want to create more 
dialog now in the lgbt community about 
this important topic, because at some 
point everyone hopefully gets old!

(Continued from page 10)

Ageism
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Lansing Couple Hurt
 
by Rana Elmir, ACLU

Gerardo Ascheriof Lansing says he thought 
his days of feeling like a second class citizen 
were behind him after he left Argentina in 
1987 and eventually became an American 
citizen.

But the 54-year-old self-employed music 
teacher said things changed when Michigan 
Gov. Rick Snyder signed legislation that 
immediately prohibits certain public 
employers from providing health insurance 
to domestic partners of same-sex couples.

Thanks to Snyder and the Legislature, 
Gerardo no longer qualifies for health 
coverage through his long-term partner, 
Doak Bloss, who works for Ingham County.

Gerardo and Doak are among four same-
sex couples the ACLU of Michigan is 
representing in a federal lawsuit challenging 
the law as discriminatory against same-
sex couples. The lawsuit charges that the 
lawviolates the constitutional right to equal 

protection by forcing gay and 
lesbian employees in committed 
relationships to carry the financial 
hardship and anxiety of being 
uninsured, while allowing 
heterosexual couples to marry and 
receive family health protections. 

In addition, the law only bars 
domestic partners from receiving 
health care coverage, while 
allowing government employers 
to offer these benefits to all 
other family members, including 
parents, siblings, uncles and 
cousins.

“A few days before Christmas, Gov. Snyder 
signed the Public Employee Domestic 
Partner Benefit Restriction Act, one of the 
more shameful and inhumane laws this state 
has passed in a longtime,” said Michael J. 
Steinberg, ACLU of Michigan legal director 
while announcing the lawsuit. “The law was 
designed with one purpose in mind and that 
is to strip away health insurance coverage 
from same-sex couples and their children.”
The four couples named in the lawsuit are in 
long-term committed relationships. Several 

of the domestic partners need ongoing 
medical care for chronic conditions. Barbara 
Ramber, for instance, has glaucoma and 
arthritis and faces potential blindness if she 
can’t access care, and Gerardo has high 
blood pressure and high cholesterol. 

The other couples also worry about finding 
comprehensive and affordable insurance 
coverage. Carol Kennedy anticipates having 
to pay $800 per month for comprehensive 
coverage because of a family history of 

(Continued on page 13)

Doak and Gerardo in Seattle 2005
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breast cancer. Peter Ways and Joe Breakey 
are considering moving back to Washington 
because finding comprehensive coverage for 
Joe would be extremely expensive.
Prior to passage of the challenged law, 
many cities, counties, and school districts 
in Michigan made the business decision 
to allow coverage of employees’ domestic 
partners. Similarly, corporations throughout 
Michigan and the nation have determined 
that providing domestic partner benefits 
to employees is essential to remaining 
competitive and attracting and retaining 
top talent. In fact, a recent Human Rights 
Campaign report concluded: “The higher 
a company ranks on Fortune magazine’s 
list of the most successful businesses, the 
more likely it is to provide comprehensive 
protections and benefits to LGBT 
employees.” 

In September 2011, a United States Court of 
Appeals struck down a similar Arizona law 
banning benefits for unmarried partners of 
state workers.

(Continued from page 12)

Lansing Couple Hurt Friday Dinner Group
by Gary Hicks,  
LAHR Board

February LGBT 
Dinner at
Alicia’s Mexican 
Restaurant

The February LGBT Dinner will be held 
Friday, February 17, 2012, at 6:30 pm at 
Alicia’s Authentic Mexican Deli, 5025 N. 
Grand River Avenue, between the airport 
and Waverly Rd. 
 
This cozy restaurant offers delicious 
and authentic Mexican food, including 
tamales, fajitas, burritos and all your other 
favorite Mexican entrees, freshly prepared 
by the owner. Alicia’s menu can be viewed 
at www.aliciasmexicanfood.com .

These dinners are usually held the third 
Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the Lansing area and provide 
an opportunity to socialize over a casual 

meal. We usually dine at independently-
owned restaurants where entrees can be 
purchased for less than ten dollars.

All members of the mid-Michigan LGBT 
community, including MSU, LCC, and 
Cooley students, as well as friends, family 
members, and allies are welcome to attend.  
So whether you come on your own or bring 
a friend or partner, please join us for dinner!

RSVP to Gary Hicks at  
garyhickslaw@aol.com  by noon on 
Friday, February 17, if you plan to attend 
so we know how much seating to request.

(Continued from page 1)

Walking the Beat

In the coming months, I plan to write 
some articles on crime prevention and law 
enforcement related issues that I hope you 
will find informative.

If you have any additional ideas, feel free 
to email me at mbryant@lansingmi.gov 

Be safe!
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Mitten Mavens
Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby

Like us on Facebook!

Experience the excitement of

Roller Derby
beamaven@mittenmavens.net

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

• You can be a Derby Girl!
• No experience necessary
• We’ll even teach you to skate
• We accept everyone regardless 
  of experience or ability
• We don’t discriminate 
• We’re LGBT friendly
• Contact us today!
• Mitten Mavens of Lansing

Be a Derby Girl!

Motor City Pride will 
return to Hart Plaza in 
2012
Equality Michigan is excited to announce 
that Motor City Pride will return to Hart 
Plaza in Detroit on June 2 and 3, 2012. It 
will be the festival’s 11th year.

Motor City Pride drew 44,000 people a 
Hart Plaza this past June, marking the 
first time the festival has taken place in 
the prominent location. The event, which 
celebrated southeast Michigan’s gay and 
transgender community, kicked off with 
a picnic attracting over 50 families and 
closed with a popular party on the Detroit 
Princess riverboat. People from as far as 
Pittsburgh journeyed to the Motor City 
for the event, which over 54 Michigan 
businesses sponsored.

“Motor City Pride is an incredible 
opportunity for gay and transgender 
people to come together,” said festival 
chair Dave Wait. “Families, friends, allies 
and activists all showed up this year to 
show their support for equality. We’re 
excited to plan an even bigger and better 
event for next year.”

Motor City Pride is a production of 
Equality Michigan, which works to 
achieve full equality and respect for all 
people in Michigan regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity or gender 
expression. Learn more at  
www.equalitymi.org.

RIP - Morris (Mickey)  
Arnowitz
Father and Activist for Equality  
and Justice

from PFLAG / Detroit

One of the “Originals” of PFLAG Detroit, 
Morris (Mickey) Arnowitz, died Jan. 8, 
2012, at the age of 90.  
 
Mickey was a beloved activist and honored 
for decades of service to protect people’s 
rights most of his life. He worked closely 
with Triangle Foundation, and served on the 
boards of PFLAG Detroit, and ACLU. 
 
Both Mickey and his 
wife Harriet actively 
sought to help gay 
youths discover 
their own self-worth 
by volunteering at 
PFLAG Detroit and 
ACLU. Even after 
his wife’s death 
in 1993, Mickey 
continued on his 
fight for equality and 
justice for all.   
 
In a 2002 interview, 
then executive 
director of Triangle, 
Jeff Montgomery 
said: “He’s been 
very generous in 
giving his time to 
causes and issues 
that impassion 
him.  We’ve been 
privileged to 
be one of those 
organizations he’s 
been so supportive 
of.  He’s been a 

great role model, mentor, teacher and a 
ball of fire. 
 
Jay Kaplan , ACLU, admired Mickey,  “He 
provided the gift of himself and his efforts 
to make a better world for everyone.”  
For Rozanne Sedler, ACLU, she praised, 
“Mickey has been an advocate, a strong 
and sincere advocate for the rights of gay 
and lesbian citizens.  He has raised the 
consciousness of the ACLU board members 
about this issue.”  
  
 Mickey explained why he supported these 
organizations.  “Justice,” he said.  “I want to 
see justice for everyone, including all gays, 
lesbians and transgendered people.”  
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SUNDAY
• First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
• Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
• All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
• Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
• Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
• Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
• Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

• Unity of Greater Lansing - 11  a.m. - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - 
contact (517) 371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

• Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
• Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 

Monday at 6pm in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 
North Washington Square - contact Frank Vaco lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com 
or Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.edu for more information

• LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

• Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
• Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com.

TUESDAY
• Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
• Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
• LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

• Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

• LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
• Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

• LAHR’s Coffee Night - On hold.  If you have questions, please email Bill at 
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call 337-1419

• Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
• Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United 

Methodist Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
• Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
• Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
• LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
• LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 

South Harrison, in East Lansing
• LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 

at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
• LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for location 

and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

• Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 
Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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