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WOW!  What 
an Election!!
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

Equality around the 
nation was the big winner in the election.  
Equality is marching forward at a pace 
unheard of just a few years ago.  This 
historic election had many milestones:

•	 The	first	sitting	president	to	affirm	his	
support for marriage equality was re-
elected

•	 The	first	lesbian	was	elected	to	the	US	
Senate

•	 The	first	transgender	person	elected	to	
statewide	office	won	a	seat	in	the	New	
Hampshire legislature

•	 A record number of openly LGBT 
people were elected to Congress 
bringing the total to 7

•	 Three states approved marriage 
equality	at	the	ballot	box	-	a	first	for	
our country and the world

•	 One state rejected a marriage 
discrimination	amendment	-	the	first	
definitive	win	against	one	of	these	
amendments in 31 previous state 
votes

Record-Setting Homecoming Party
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The	LGBT	MSU	Homecoming	party	/	reception	in	October	was	a	record-setting	success	
(see related pictures).  There were people in attendance from Las Angeles, Chicago, 
Minneapolis, Atlanta, Indiana, Ohio as well as from all across Michigan.  In addition, it 
was a very diverse crowd and everyone present had a great time. 

LanSINGout has More 
Christmas than You Can 

Stand!
LanSINGout	Gay	Men’s	Chorus	

will be performing its annual holiday 
concert, Holiday of Lights:  More 
Christmas	than	You	Can	Stand,	at	7	
pm	on	Saturday,	December	15th	and	at	
3	pm	on	Sunday,	December	16th.	Both	
concerts will be held in the beautiful 

sanctuary of the First Presbyterian Church 
at	the	corner	of	Ottawa	and	Pine	Streets	in	
downtown Lansing.

Bright and Gay Cabaret
Dear	Community	Supporter:

The	women	of	Sistrum,	Lansing	Women’s	
Chorus, are excited to once again be 
working together to create empowering 
and inspiring music for the community, 
our “Bright and Gay Cabaret.” The 
women will present a diverse musical 

program, with classic holiday repertoire, 
songs	sung	in	Spanish	and	Hebrew,	and	
a	raise-the-roof	Gospel	tune.		Sistrum	
is also pleased to present a performance 
of the new choral work, “Heaven 
Unfolding”,	composed	by	local	Andrea	
Ramsey. The concert will include small 
ensemble performances and 
an audience sing-along and 
will be presented in a cabaret 
format, with seating at tables 
and festive refreshments 
served during intermission.  
We	know	you’ll	want	to	
celebrate the winter holidays 
with us; we encourage you 
to bring a friend as well—in fact, 
you can buy a table for 8 and celebrate 
with	a	host	of	friends	and	family.		It’s	a	
great way to introduce someone new to 
Sistrum,	Lansing	Women’s	Chorus.	

(Continued on page 14)
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear	Reader,	

It’s	that	time	between	Thanksgiving	and	other	end	of	year	festivities	that	consume	so	much	of	our	
time	and	energy.		And	this	year	it	is	after	what	seemingly	was	an	endless	election	season.		Do	we	
really need this hoopla around the holidays now?  Indeed this end of the year 2012 is an ideal time 
of reflection and new beginnings.

About	the	Election!		Let’s	just	skip	right	on	past	the	Presidential	outcome,	of	which	many,	if	not	
all of us can celebrate.  And jump to what is first and foremost on the minds of all of us who support equal rights as 
the	foundation	of	freedom	in	this	country	and	the	world.		In	this	2012	election	year,	FOUR,	count	them,	Minnesota,	
Maine,	Maryland,	(notice	our	M	state	is	not	in	this	list)	and	Washington,	affirmed	our	right	to	our	relationships	being	
legally recognized within those states! This is “shut the front door” reality!

Minnesota voters voted “no” to passing a so called “protect marriage amendment” that 30 other states, including 
Michigan earlier passed—not before Minnesota, had any state voted against the denial of the right to marry to other 
than	one	man	and	one	woman!		Does	that	tell	you	of	perhaps	a	positive	sea	change	in	our	future?	

We	are	at	another	turning	point	in	our	activist	lives.	It	is	the	kind	of	moment	we	will	look	back	on	and	say,	in	that	
election a freedom to which we are entitled by citizenship became real in these various states. It seems it is only now 
a	matter	of	time	that	either	the	other	states	will	follow	suit,	and/or	the	United	States	of	America	will	come	to	know	its	
obligation of equal rights to all its citizens. 

This	year,	dare	we	say,	a	new	political	climate	is	emerging.		Do	we	take	full	advantage	of	it	or	do	we	rest	on	our	
laurels?		Do	we	hunker	down	and	take	advantage	of	this	emergence	of	a	new	political	reality,	where	people	are	
informed and caring about all its citizens, or do we just hope for the best.  Having been in politics since I was in the 
sixth	grade	working	for	Adlai	E.	Stevenson,	I	know	there	is	no	such	thing	as	resting	on	our	laurels.	There	is	always	
a	fight	to	fight,	always	a	right	to	right.	So	let	us	not	be	smug.		Let	us	ramp	up	our	involvement.	Let	us	give	our	time	
and treasure to building on and sustaining this shiny new political climate.  Let us even begin to think about what it 
will take to overturn the hateful protect marriage amendment here in Michigan.  It is a long haul, are you up for it?  I 
am, hopefully in my lifetime. 

We	can	stand	proud	in	our	work	locally,	statewide,	and	nationally.		All	of	us	participate	on	some	and	all	levels.		How	
much	happier	and	more	hopeful	we	all	can	be	post	November	6,	2012.	Our	work	and	love	is	paying	off.

I am proud to be standing with each of you as we in LAHR continue our work inching toward full equality.

May	you	all	have	a	very	‘marry’	holiday,	and	a	superb	and	peaceful	New	Year!	

Sincerely,	Penny

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued from page 1)
LanSINGout Christmas
The music for this concert ranges from 
Gloria	and	Peace,	Peace	to	You’re	a	Mean	
One	Mr.	Grinch	and	Dashing	Through	the	
Slush.	It	is	sure	to	be	a	fun	and	uplifting	
event	that	you	won’t	want	to	miss.		Tickets	
for the concert range from $20 to $12. You 
can purchase your tickets in advance at 
www.holidayoflights.org	.

Joining the chorus for this concert will be 
the Bells of First, the hand bell choir at 
the First Presbyterian Church, directed by 
Sheila	Conrad.	They	will	be	playing	both	
spiritual and secular Christmas music.  
LanSINGout	is	very	pleased	to	have	these	
special guests. 

Make your plans now to get into the 
holiday	spirit	with	LanSINGout	Gay	
Men’s	Chorus	and	the	Bells	of	First	hand	
bell	choir	on	December	15th	at	7	pm	or	
December	16th	at	3	pm.	We	look	forward	
to seeing you there!

December Friday Dinner 
Group 
by Gary Hicks, Host

Los Tres Amigos

The	December	LGBT	
dinner will be held 
at Los Tres Amigos 

Restaurant, 1227 E. Grand River Ave. 
in		East	Lansing	on	Friday,	December	
21,	at	6:30	pm.
 
These informal dinners are usually 
held the third Friday of each month at 
a different restaurant in the Lansing 
area and provide an opportunity to 
socialize over a casual meal.  All 
members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community, as well as allies, friends, 
and family members, are welcome to 
attend.		So	whether	you	come	on	your	
own or bring a friend or partner, please 
join us for dinner!

RSVP	to	Gary	Hicks	at	garyhickslaw@
aol.com	by	3	pm	on	Friday,	December	
21, if you plan to attend so we know 
how much seating to request.

Know What’s Happening
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Join your friends and be one of the 
approximately	500	current	participants	in	
the excellent LAHR list services to learn 
what’s	happening.		These	free	services	
are one of the best communication tools 
available.  There are two list servs available:  
LAHRonline (social) and LAHRdiscussion.  

The LAHRonline list service is for social 
communication.  You will receive all 
postings about what is happening in the Mid-
Michigan area.  In addition, you also have 
the opportunity to post what you know, so 
you can share it with others.  

The LAHRdiscussion list service is for 
conversations about various topics.  You 
may read what others think about a 
particular topic and you may add your 
“two-cents” to the discussion.  This is 
frequently an educational opportunity.  Often 
this discussion includes information and 
opinions about politics.

You have the opportunity to join one or both 
of	these	excellent,	free	list	services.		It’s	
simple		-	just	go	to	the	LAHR	Web	site	home	
page at www.lahronline.org  and on the 
right	side	of	the	screen	it	says,	“Subscribe	
to	Mailing	List.”		Under	this	heading	are	the	
two	choices.		Just	click	LAHRonline	and/or	
LAHRdiscussion to join.  The more people 
who join, the more effective, informative, 
and successful the services will become!!!
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Pastor Jody
by Rev. Jody Betten
 
Days of 
Remembrance and 
Thanksgiving

On the same week that I 
write this, I am preparing 

to	participate	in	the	Transgender	Night	of	
Remembrance memorializing those who 
have died in the past year because of their 
transgender status.  It is astounding to think 
that more than one person a month for at 
least the last decade has been a victim of 
violence to the point of death for this reason.  
I like to think, in my more positive days, 
that we as humans have evolved beyond the 
point of judging people for gender expression 
or identity; that we are mature enough as a 
species	that	even	if	we	can’t	celebrate	each	
person’s	unique	individuality	at	least	we	
can	deal	with	what	we	can’t	understand	in	
a humane way.  But, yet today, it is true that 
those who express themselves in ways by 

All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Social Media and 
the Election

I am by no means a huge 
social media fan. I do 
have a Facebook and a 

Google+ account (which I hardly use) but, 
that’s	it.		I	never	had	and	probably	never	will	
learn	how	to	“twit”	or	whatever	it’s	called.		
I	don’t	do	Reddit,	or	Skype	or	Tumblr	or	
anything else.  I simply have no use for it all.  
What	else	do	I	need	to	do	that	I	can’t	already	
do	on	the	one’s	I	have?

Anyway, the election was a pretty rude 
awakening	for	me.		Not	by	who	won	mind	
you.  I was very excited about the outcome 
of	the	election.		What	surprised	me	most	
was some of the friends I had on Facebook - 
people I could hardly recognize.  I had never 
realized how conservative they were.

One of my friends posted a picture of 
Obama with the word “Treason” under it.  
One kept posting all this nonsense from 
Rush Limbaugh and how Mitt was going 

some	deemed	‘not	normal’,	those	who	were	
born in the wrong body and are trying to 
make that right, suffer from archaic taboos, 
must risk everything to have integrity and 
even pay the price with their lives.  

I am also preparing to participate this 
next week in the Lansing Area Interfaith 
Thanksgiving	Service;	a	service	of	thanks	
where Buddhists and Hindus and Muslims 
and Christians and Jews and those of the 
Bahai faith, among others, will come 
together and give thanks for the many gifts 
we have as people, as Americans, as world 
citizens living in this era of history.  There 
is so much that is encouraging about that.  
If we can get over our differences of faith, 
perhaps we can get over our differences 
about sexual identity.  And yet I know there 
are many places in the world where wars are 
started because of such differences.  

One of the ministries of a pastor is to help 
people stand in the tension of all that is; 
between what is so inspiring and what is 
so degrading.  There is so much that is so 

blessed about our world and there is so 
much	that	is	so	wicked.		No	matter	how	
much people learn and understand there 
will	always	be	the	‘dark	side’,	because	as	
Solzhenitsyn	said,	“The	line	between	good	
and evil cuts through every human heart.”  It 
is in all of us to love and to hate.  

In this season of giving thanks, when we 
look at all the blessings we have, it makes 
sense for us to also look at where we fall 
short of being human, or humane.  As we 
move through the holiday season of joy and 
giving, may we act out of our gratitude and 
our humility.  May we see the world as those 
who are blessed and remember those who 
need our love and encouragement.   May 
these holidays be times for us to become 
more loving and understanding.  May we 
become more careful about judging and 
more daring in our reaching out.  Happy 
Holidays!

Pastor Jody
Edgewood	United	Church,	UCC
www.edgewooducc.org 

to sweep the election.  It was just one thing 
after	another.		Slowly,	I	felt	rage	welling	up	
inside me.  The rage was beginning to get 
out	of	control.		Now,	I	have	said	before	that	
I used to be a very negative person.  I would 
always see the bad in every situation.  It took 
a lot of years and a lot of soul searching to 
change	the	way	I	thought.		I	had	to	finally	let	
go of people that caused drama, grief, and 
espoused negativity.  It was hard to do but, I 
made the journey successfully.  Every once 
in a while a situation arises that causes those 
old feelings of negativity to rise up within 
me.  The election and social media was one 
of those situations. 

Soon,	every	time	a	“friend”	posted	some	
kind of stupid conservative post that I knew 
was	full	of	crap,	I	would	find	something	
online that would counter their point and 
actually	have	facts	to	back	it	up.		When	I	
would post those kinds of things, they would 
counter with something stupid like, “You got 
that	from	the	Lame	Stream	Media,	didn’t	
you?” They would not really have any facts 
to back it up.  I admit, towards the end, I 
would	find	any	kind	of	inflammatory	Liberal	
meme	I	could	find	just	to	piss	them	off	and	
I quit worrying about whether they were 
true or not.  I started turning into the kind of 
person	I	was	fighting	against.

Once the election was over, I was relieved.  
I thought we could get back to pictures 
of sleeping puppies and funny e-card 
sayings.		But	no,	it	has	continued.		At	first,	
it was postings about how the election was 
rigged.		Today	was	the	final	straw.		I	find	I	
can no longer remain quiet and let things 
go. I have decided that I need to cut this 
person out of my life and move on.  This 
“Conservative Christian” friend of mine 
commented on a post by Mike Huckabee 
on Facebook.  He posted about how the 
Hurricane	Sandy	victims	on	Long	Island	
need help.  Even though, I am not a fan of 
his, I did think it was a very thoughtful post 
looking	to	get	people	to	help.	What	was	her	
comment? It was this:  As much as my heart 
goes out to them, these people chose big 
government over individual accountability 
and responsibility.  I support their right to 
make this decision and so I will help them 
by paying my taxes.  I hope this experience 
helps them learn the value of self-reliance.

Wow,	what	a	wonderful	example	of	a	good	
Christian.  I wish she could understand how 
un-Christian	she	really	is.		Unfriend……

Tell me what you think. Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome.  
Write	me	at	allimsaying@yahoo.com	.
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(Continued on page 14)

A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? - Part 1
 

Constant dripping hollows out a stone.  
-Lucretius

What	an	exciting	election!		And	what	a	
beautiful example of what the democratic 
process	can	do	against	all	odds.		But	let’s	
take a look at the election in the context of 
the	law.		What	exactly	did	we	do?		

We	elected	individuals	to	the	three	levels	
of government:  executive, legislative, and 

judiciary.  If you think back to your ballot, 
the candidates were listed in that order.  
The	President	(executive)	first	then	the	
legislative	–	federal	Senate	and	House	of	
Representatives	and	state	Senate	and	House	
of Representatives.  Then the judiciary – 
state	and	local.		We	do	not	elect	federal	
judges.  They are appointed by the President 
and	approved	by	the	U.S.	Senate.		So	each	
level of government (federal, state, county, 
and city) has its executive, legislative and 
judiciary and we elect individuals to most of 
these positions.  

This is based on a fundamental democratic 
principle that government functions best 
and most fairly when there is a balance 
of power.  This type of government can 
be more cumbersome, as we have seen in 
recent years.  If the executive is at odds 
with	the	legislative	(or	say	the	Senate	and	
the House are at odds with each other) 

then progress is very slow.  The alternative 
would be a dictatorship of some sort, which 
we will not tolerate.  A better idea is to 
pressure lawmakers to do their job and not 
spend all of their energy trying to destroy 
the opposition.  I consider the latter grossly 
unethical.  

Lawmakers are elected to govern in a 
way that is best for the people.  They are 
not	elected	to	set	their	own	agendas.		So	
essentially the election is not over.  That is 
why many of you are still receiving emails 
urging action.  Over the next few months 
we must put pressure on lawmakers to get 
back to the job of governing so that we can 
resolve some of the looming issues.  Then 
we must continually monitor the process 
with the help of the organizations that we 
trust.  A little bit of effort here and there by 
each one of us can go a long way, as the last 
election proved.  

Need Members / 
Advertisers
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

You are encouraged to renew your LAHR 
membership	or	join	LAHR	for	the	first	
time.  If you are a current LAHR member 
/	subscriber	to	The	LGBT	News,	and	you 
are receiving renewal letters, please 
renew!!!   

Our memberships are critical to support 
this newsletter and also to help fund the 
many projects and activities of LAHR.  
We	include	a	renewal	letter	within	the	
newsletter for those whose membership 
is due.  Currently, we are sending a large 
number of these reminder letters and we 

need you to renew your membership.

In addition, if you are reading this 
newsletter from any of our distribution 
locations, such as, Lansing City Hall, 
Everybody	Reads,	Gone	Wired,	the	
Women’s	Center,	the	MSU	Alliance	
Office,	the	MSU	Resource	Center,	LCC	
GSA,	Edgewood	United	Church,	LAAN,	
Esquire,	Spiral,	the	Presbyterian	Church,	
Ingham	Health	Dept.,	Just	B	Yoga	or	
at a local event, please clip out the 
membership form on page 15 and mail 
it to us for a new membership!!!  Or, go 
to the LAHR excellent web site at www.
lahronline.org and join online!!!

You are encouraged to place new or to 
continue	advertising	in	The	LBGT	News.		
If you know of a business, service or 

group – maybe even a candidate for 
office or office holder, please encourage 
them to advertise in the newsletter.	Note	
the	box	on	page	15	for	more	advertising	
information.  This is a critical source of 
funds for the newsletter!!! You are also 
encouraged to support those businesses 
and organizations who do advertise in the 
newsletter.  

Check out the ads in this newsletter, 
which	include:		Jim	Noble	for	real	
estate, American Flooring for your home 
improvement	needs,	Tom	&	Jerry’s	
Nice	Old	Things	for	estate	liquidations	
and antiques, Everybody Reads for our 
community	bookstore,	Gone	Wired	
for food and drink, the downtown 
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Carol	Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving	you	on	Council	since	2000

Office	517	483-4188
Home	517	482-0213

Email	cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwoodposterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison 
Officer

It’s	beginning	
to look a lot like 
Christmas…..		and	so	
I would like to let you 
know about another 
very worthy cause in 
our	community.		It’s	

called	“No	Senior	without	Christmas.”		

This program provides Christmas baskets to 
homebound senior citizens in the tri-county 
area	that	are	without	family	and/or	those	who	
cannot afford basic necessities.  Many of 
these	seniors	don’t	have	regular	contact	with	
people.  Many of these seniors will not receive 
any other Christmas gifts during the holiday 
season.

On	12/12/12,	a	large	contingent	of	community	
volunteers	will	meet	at	Lansing	Fire	Station	

#8	at	Grand	River	and	Marshall.		We	will	
form a human assembly line to put together 
300 baskets.  These baskets will include fresh 
fruit,	baked	goods,	handmade	mittens/scarves,	
shampoo, soap, canned goods and other small 
gifts.  These baskets will then be delivered by 
uniformed	police	officers	and	firefighters.		It	is	
a site to behold!

This program is sponsored by Ingham County 
Triad,	in	partnership	with	the	Retired	Senior	
Volunteer	Program	(R.S.V.P.)			

Ingham County Triad is a partnership among 
Law	Enforcement	Agencies/Fire	Personnel,	
Senior	Citizens	(60+),	and	Community	
Members which promotes elder quality of life 
through advocacy, assistance, education, and 
training.

For more information about this program 
or other Ingham County Triad programs, or 
to donate to this worthy cause, go to www.
inghamcountytriad.org			or	call	517-483-6680.

Wishing	everyone	a	joyous	and	safe	holiday	
season!

Michigan Pride Euchre 
Tournament
by Nicholas Sekmistrz, Michigan Pride

Michigan Pride is excited to announce that 
the statewide March, Rally, and Festival 
will	be	held	on	Saturday,	August	24,	2013.		
For several years it has not been possible 
to schedule our two days of events in June 
without	conflicting	with	the	date	of	a	local	
pride	celebration.		We’ve	received	strong	
feedback that it is higher priority for the 
community to have the opportunity to 
attend both their local pride celebration 
and our events instead of us retaining the 
traditional June date.  Moving the March, 
Rally, and Festival to August will also 
allow	us	to	march	on	the	Capitol	Steps	
when the legislature is back in session and 
provide opportunities for local prides to 
be integrated into our statewide activities.  
The	White	Party	will	continue	to	be	held	
in June with date and event details to be 
announced in the coming months.

We	would	like	to	thank	everyone	for	
a	fantastic	turnout	at	our	first	Euchre	
tournament	of	the	season	at	Harry’s	Place.
We	had	nearly	100	players	attend	the	
tournament	and	DJ	Fudgie	kept	the	spirit	
alive after the tournament and well into 
the night.Our next tournament will be 
held	again	at	Harry’s	Place	on	Saturday,	
January	19th	at	4p.m.	Registration	is	$15	
per	player.		Like	last	month’s	tournament,	
we	will	be	having	a	50/50	raffle	and	DJ	
Fudgie will be back to kick off the post 
tournament party.  All teams must be 
registered in advance by contacting Kathy 
Taskey	at	ktaskey1203@yahoo.com,or	
by phone at (989) 277-9311. Please 
check	next	month’s	LAHR	newsletter	or	
michiganpride.org for future tournament 
dates.
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Out at Work
by Frank Vaca,
LAHR Vice President

Hiding Your 
Energy?

My favorite Ally 
is leaving Lansing 

Community College for a better position 
somewhere	else.		She	has	taught	me	so	
much when it comes to being a good 
worker.		She	helped	me	with	the	skills	
like you decide who you talk to in life 
and	who	gets	your	time.		Do	not	let	
someone push you around and do not 
give up on your dreams. 

Someone	pointed	out	to	me	that	I	am	
missing the “wow” factor when doing 
an	interview.	It’s	a	tough	market	at	out	
there.

According to an employer I spoke with 
there	are	High	Energy	and	No	Energy	
people.	Another	Employer	told	me	it’s	
just some people need to be pushed a 

little.		What’s	your	incentive	to	just	gain	
a dollar, reputation, as a person who 
hides their sexual orientation and gender 
identity?		Do	you	at	least	say	LGBT	
when	you’re	alone	and	no	one	can	hear	
you? 

I was reading a newspaper article (not 
online) about someone who is out and 
proud. They raised the question - is this 
the	same	field	I	got	into	before	because	
it	feels	a	lot	like	factory	work?		Where	
is the attempt at higher thinking and free 
inquiry?   Is the government education 
system	pushing	out	STRAIGHT	WHITE	
MALE	WITH	no	quality	or	passions?

Guest commentary post from Facebook:  
Hi frank - In response to your question: 

 I was previously married and then later 
came out and started dating which later 
turned	into	a	significant	relationship.

It	was	difficult	at	first,	but	the	more	
honest I became with those individuals 
whose opinion I respected, the more 
comfortable	I	became.	What	seems	
interesting is that those individuals that 

Battle Creek Pride News
from Larry Dillon, President

Who	said	dreams	don’t	come	true!	We	are	about	to	witness	one	
come true in Battle Creek, Michigan!  I am pleased to announce 
that in the very near future, Battle Creek Pride will receive its 
very	own	building!!!!		We	are	tentatively	calling	this	building	
PRIDE	HOUSE	-	The	Battle	Creek	Gay/Lesbian	Resource	
Center!

Thanks to a generous gift from the local branch of Habitat for 
Humanity,	working	through	the	good	people	of	St.	Thomas	
Episcopal Church, sometime in the next few months Battle Creek 
Pride	will,	working	in	partnership	with	St.	Thomas,	provide	this	
very important center for the LGBT residents of Battle Creek, 
Calhoun	County	and	the	surrounding	area.		We	are	still	in	the	
planning stages for renovating this building, raising the necessary 
financing	for	remodeling	and	operating	such	a	facility.	

The mission of this house will be to provide a resource center for 
marginalized, at-risk LGBT youth and adults, along with other 
disenfranchised members of the community. The building will 
serve as a base for important outreach programs such as meeting 
facilities,	AA/NA	(particularly	for	the	LGBT	community),	
counseling, health and legal services, youth social events, 
organizational	meetings,	office	space,	a	resource	library,	and	an	
emergency shelter.

have been somewhat discriminatory 
have been blatantly ignorant (rather than 
snickering on the side while smiling to 
your	face);	however,	I	find	that	I	don’t	
give	a	flying	f	what	they	think	or	say	(I	
don’t	even	have	to	‘will’	myself	not	care	
because their opinions do not matter).

The	main	point	is	that	I	share	‘office’	
appropriate personal information about 
my homosexual relationships just as I 
would a heterosexual relationship.  In 
my experience, it is the same type of 
lifestyle as any other, and as long as I 
truly believe that perspective, others will 
react just the same.

Please share some incite to the working 
class of LGBT with me.  Let me know 
at	Vacaafrank@gmail.com		Sorry,	I	do	
not want to send money to a foreign 
country!
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Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

The Demise of 
DOMA

The	US	Supreme	
Court has six 
Defense	of	Marriage	

Act	(DOMA)	cases	pending.		Suits	
challenging	Section	3	of	DOMA,	which	
defines	marriage	as	the	legal	union	of	
one man and one woman, question the 
government’s	denial	of	marriage-related	
protections,	benefits	and	responsibilities	to	
legally married same-sex couples – federal 
protections available to all other legally 
married couples.

The	General	Accounting	Office	reported	
that 1,138 federal laws distinguish based 
on marital status. 

Some of the 1,138 federal laws and 
programs

•	 Social	Security	spousal	protections	
while living in old age, or upon 
disability or death;

•	 Joint	tax	filing	and	deductions	for	
married couples;

•	 Family medical leave from a job to 
care for a seriously ill spouse;

•	 Estate/death	protections	that	allow	
a spouse to leave assets to the other 
spouse without incurring a tax 
penalty; and

•	 The ability to sponsor a non-resident 
spouse for purposes of immigration.

The legal basis of DOMA lawsuits

Gays	and	Lesbians	allege	that	Section	3	
violates the equal protection of the laws 
contained	in	the	Due	Process	Clause	of	
the	5th	Amendment	of	the	Constitution.		
DOMA	singles	out	one	class	of	marriages	
for disrespect and then denies those same-
sex couples every single legal protection 
and responsibility otherwise available to 
married couples.

The most legally significant DOMA 
case now before the Supreme Court is 
Windsor v. United States.

In	2007,	Edith	Windsor	and	Thea	

Spyer,	residents	of	New	York,	married	
in Toronto, Ontario, after 40 years of 
romantic partnership. 	Spyer	died	in	2009,	
at	which	time	New	York	recognized	
same-sex marriages performed in other 
jurisdictions. 	After	Spyer’s	death,	
Windsor	was	assessed	more	than	$363,000	
in federal estate taxes on her inheritance.  
If federal law accorded their marriage the 
same status as different-sex marriages 
recognized by their state, she would have 
paid no taxes.

The 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals held that 
Section	3	of	DOMA	is	unconstitutional,	
the first and only federal court of appeals 
decision to hold that laws that classify 
people based on sexual orientation should 
be evaluated using an “intermediate 
scrutiny” standard instead of a “rational 
basis scrutiny” standard.  

If	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	holds	
“intermediate scrutiny” is the proper 
standard to use to evaluate sexual-
orientation discrimination cases, then the 
Government	(in	the	DOMA	cases,	this	is	
the Republican House of Representatives) 
must	show	that	DOMA	is	substantially 
related to an important government 
interest -- an exceedingly persuasive 
justification	for	the	discrimination	or	else	
DOMA	is	unconstitutional.	

If	the	Supreme	Court	holds	“rational	
basis” is the proper standard, then the 
Plaintiffs (LGBT) have to show that 
DOMA	is	NOT	rationally related to any 
legitimate conceivable purpose – any 
purpose that can be created either before 
or after passage of DOMA.			If	we	can’t	
negate every conceivable purpose, then 
DOMA	is	constitutional.

Over	35	judges	have	already	declared	
DOMA	Section	3	unconstitutional	using	
rational basis scrutiny; i.e., they could not 
conceive of any legitimate purpose for 
upholding	Section	3.		

Good Financial  
Planning Advice
Bill Beachler, MSU GLBT Alumni Assoc.

The purpose of this message is to 
encourage you to have a plan for your 
estate	and	to	consider	supporting	MSU	
in	your	plan,	especially	MSU	LGBT	
scholarships	and/or	the	LGBT	Resource	
Center.  Have you thought about the 
ultimate distribution of your assets and the 
tax consequences at that time. The taxation 
can be surprisingly harsh, depleting much 
of your estate.

When	you	develop	your	estate	plan,	the	
strategic use of “tax-plagued” assets, 
deferred compensation plans such as 
traditional IRAs and 401ks, to make a 
charitable	gift	to	MSU	should	be	carefully	
considered.  Many people have found 
that they can reduce taxes and leave more 
for both family members and favorite 
charitable organizations by creatively 
using these deferred comp assets.

Undistributed	deferred	comp	assets	may	
be subject to federal estate taxes and 
income taxes when distributed to heirs. 
The combined taxes can deplete that 
portion of your estate by almost two-
thirds.	Beneficiaries	are	often	caught	
off-guard by this unfortunate reduction 
of their inheritance.  This can be avoided 
by	designating	the	MSU	Pride	Endowed	
Scholarship	as	your	beneficiary	for	your	
401k plan or IRA.

The	MSU	GLBT	Alumni	Association	has	
met	with	the	University	Development	
Office	to	prepare	this	message	and	the	
office	would	appreciate	hearing	from	you	
to help you with a plan for your estate.  
Please	call	Deanna	Gast	at	517-884-1071	
or	email	gastd@msu.edu	.		Here	are	a	
couple helpful links with more information 
for the subjects in this message:

Retirement Assets brochure
http://www.pgih03.info/ebooklets/msu/
pdf/retirementplanassets.pdf

Pride	Scholarship	Endowment	
http://lbgtrc.msu.edu/scholarships	
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

Concerns at LCC
LAHR President, Penny Gardner, sent this letter to Evan L. Montague Ph.D., Dean at LCC based upon concerns LAHR has received 
about the LGBT climate at LCC.

Dear	Dean	Montague,	

The	Lansing	Association	for	Human	Rights,	LAHR	has	for	many	years	worked	closely	with	the	Lansing	Community	College	Gay,	Straight	
Alliance,	student	group.	We	are	familiar	with	the	excellence	of	its	current	advisor	Jennifer	Spenny,	and	a	long	line	of	previous	advisors.	
These women and one man have contributed so much of their expertise, time and treasure to insure that LGBT students at LCC and their 
allies have an institutional “home”. 

I too am an educator, and I know the importance of students who are not heterosexual; who are not gender conforming; who may not 
be the gender their biological body determined, thrive with the support and guidance of their peers and that of institutional staff and 
professionals. It has come to our attention that LCC has no money in its budget to support such accommodations for LGBT and their 
Allies.	Other	student	groups	of	course	get	some	financial	support	through	department	sponsorship.		Since	there	is	no	academic	home	for	
LGBT	and	their	allies	at	LCC,	the	GSA	lodged	within	it	have	no	office,	no	book	cases,	and	no	resources,	to	serve	their	constituents.

The Lansing Association for Human Rights, a strong local advocate for equality, is concerned that resources of the college have not been made 
available to support your LGBT and allied constituents. The leadership of LAHR respectfully asks those who hold the purse strings of Lansing 
Community	College	to	seek	funding	and	resources	for	things	LGBT.	A	first	suggestion	is	for	an	actual	location	complete	with	an	equipped	
office,	small	meeting	room,	and	an	identity	suggesting	an	investment	in	the	success	of	LGBT	students	and	their	allies	be	made	available.

Second	we	ask	that	the	advisor	or	other	such	volunteer	from	LCC	be	awarded	pay	for	the	important	work	that	they	do.		Perhaps	being	
bought	out	of	a	class,	and	being	paid	to	administer	things	LGBT.	We	know	that	the	stronger	the	support	of	the	institution	for	minority	
populations,	the	better	performing	are	the	students	and	staff.	We	know	how	very	crucial	it	is	for	members	of	the	LGBT	community,	
including our allies.

Please let me know how we in LAHR can assist you in helping you seek this support, these resources, and this recognition. 

Sincerely,	 
Penny	Gardner,	PhD
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MI-GOAL 
Award
The Michigan Gay 
Officers Action 
League (MI-GOAL) 
is proud to announce 
the 2012 recipients 

of	its	annual	‘LGBT	Professional’	and	
‘LGBT	Ally	of	the	Year’	awards.	This	
year’s	awards	are	in	recognition	of	a	
collaborative and successful initiative 
between the Ingham Co. Sheriff’s Office 
(ICSO) and MI-GOAL - developing 
and launching an agency training module 
on the subject of ‘Law Enforcement 
and the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender	(LGBT)	Community’.	This	
was MI-GOAL’s	first	full-agency	training	
initiative.

Sheriff	Gene	Wriggelsworth and Major 
Joel Maatman of the ICSO are each 
recognized as a MI-GOAL ‘LGBT 
Ally	of	the	Year’.	Sheriff	Wriggelsworth 
is acknowledged for his initiative and 
advocacy in proactively seeking out what 
became	designated	as	‘mandatory’	training	
for all department staff. Major Maatmanis 
acknowledged for his helpful collaboration 
with MI-GOAL in coordinating and 
supporting the training throughout the 
Department,	across	all	classifications	of	
staff. 

Officer	Erin	Linn,	a	K-9	Officer	with	the	
Meridian Township Police Department, 
is recognized as MI-GOAL’s ‘LGBT 
Professional	of	the	Year’.	Officer	Linn is 
acknowledged for leading the development 
of the training module, and for her tireless 
dedication in conducting the numerous 
training sessions it took to fully train the 
department; she is also serving her second 
term as MI-GOAL Treasurer.

Without	question,	key	to	the	program’s	
success was its curriculum development 
and in-classroom co-instruction by three 
local and openly LGBT law enforcement 
professionals; together, they were ideally 
suited to educate the law enforcement 
community on LGBT issues, and to build 
bridges between law enforcement and 
the broader LGBT community. Regional 
support for this initiative also sent a strong 
message.	Detective	and	LGBT	Community	
Liaison Michelle Bryant, Lansing Police 
Department, and Technology and 

Information	Supervisor	
Heidi	Williams,	
East Lansing Police 
Department, each 
were permitted to 
assist the county in 
this training as part of 
their regular schedules. 
Detective	Bryant’s	
ability to appear in her 
uniform offered a clear 
message ofsupport 
and legitimacy, and 
solidified	the	program’s	
credibility.	Officer	
Linn prepared this 
program over several 
months - all on her 
own personal time, 
researching current 
LGBT issues and their relationship to the 
law enforcement community.  MI-GOAL 
is privileged to have such skilled and 
dedicated trainers among its membership.

In addition to general information 
about the LGBT communities, this two-
hour module explores relationships 
between law enforcement and those 
communities, as well as law enforcement 
professionals working alongside their 
LGBT colleagues. The innovative and 
groundbreaking	training	has	been	certified	
by the Michigan Commission on Law 
Enforcement Standards (MCOLES), 
and	would	serve	well	as	‘LGBT	101’	
diversity training for any law enforcement 
agency.

Sheriff	Wriggelsworth	reflected,	“This	is	
great	training	for	today’s	law	enforcement	
officers.	I	truly	appreciate	the	efforts	
of MI-GOAL and their trainers in 
presenting this important information. 
Great training, long over due!” Major Joel 
Maatman reported that staff reviews were 
very positive, and that the agency was 
impressed with the quality of the trainers. 
A lot of good comments and questions 
came from the program.

Sheriff	Wriggelsworth’s	and	Major	
Maatman’s	willingness	to	support	
training on this historically unpopular and 
difficult	subject,	and	to	further	support	
the program by reaching out to other 
agencies in providing positive references 

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)
MI-GOAL

Our advertising rates:

  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Advertise in the LGBT News! 
for	it,	personifies	real	leadership.	Officer	
Linn’s	commitment	to	this	initiative	-	
even without the support of her own 
agency	leadership,	personifies	real	
professionalism. In so doing, they have 
provided an invaluable service, and a 
message of acknowledgement and trust 
to our LGBT colleagues, members of 
the broader LGBT community, and our 
supportive allies.

The residents of greater Lansing and 
Ingham County are very fortunate 
to have the level of LGBT support 
available to them from their local law 
enforcement,public safety and criminal 
justice agencies and professionals. These 
agencies and professionals obviously 
recognize the importance of fairness and 
equality, and the positive impact this 
has on thoseserving in these particularly 
stressful and very dangerous lines of work, 
and on the community. That they do, says 
a great deal about their earnestness and 
integrity as leaders and professionals.

Detailed	award	letters	can	be	viewed	at	
http://www.mi-goal.com/id29.html.

MI-GOALextends its gratitude to each 
of these professionals, and congratulates 
them on their well-deserved honor.

Contact:  
R Cole Bouck, President  
Michigan	Gay	Officers	Action	League	
(MI-GOAL)  
P.O.	Box	14069	 
Lansing,	MI	48901-4069	 
President@mi-goal.com
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(Continued on page 13)

In the 4 states voting on equality, 
Maine	did	the	best	winning	53	to	47	
and the other 3 states, Minnesota, 
Washington,	and	Maryland,	all	won	by	
52	to	48.		These	numbers	would	indicate	
that Michigan would most likely be 
successful, if the vote would be held 
again here; however, it is most likely 
that	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	will	rule	in	
favor of equality.

Stonewall	Democrats	reports	that	there	
will	be	a	new	Democratic	Caucus	in	
Congress,	where	--	for	the	first	time	in	
Congressional history -- the majority 
will be women and minorities.  They 
expect	to	have	61	women,	43	African	
Americans, 27 Hispanics, 10 Asian 
Americans	and	6	LGBT	Americans	in	
the	Democratic	Caucus.		The	Caucus	
will be at least 200 members strong.   
The	Senate	gained	2	Dems	and	will	have	
a	55	to	45	majority.			Democrats	also	
picked up at least 8 seats in the House 
and were able to roll back the Tea Party 
wave.

LAHR PAC rated an historic 182 
candidates	this	year.			Of	the	63	
candidates running in contested races 
about ½ (31)   are known to be positive 
on	our	issues.	About	1/3	of	the	winners	
(23) are unknown and rated ignored 

questionnaire.		Just	6	are	known	to	be	
negative.  3 were rated mixed on our 
issues.

Statewide	educational	races	were	a	
success.   The Education Boards were 
swept	by	the	Democrats	-	½	of	them	
are known positives and ½ ignored 
the LAHR PAC questionnaire.  It is 
important to note that since these 
are statewide races, our return rate is 
lower, but we suspect many of these 
Democratic	candidates	are	positive.

It should also be noted that nineteen 
candidates ran unopposed and, as you 
might expect, most of them ignored the 
LAHR PAC survey.  A majority of local 
judges who won, whether they were 
unopposed or not, are positive.

Unfortunately,	local	school	board	
candidates are a problem.  All of the 
winners in local school board races 
ignored the LAHR PAC questionnaire.  
LAHR PAC has a hard time getting these 
candidates to respond. They may believe 
it can only hurt them to go on the record 
with their views or maybe they just are 
not interested in running a campaign.  
This is an area that could be improved.

The	Michigan	State	House	showed	
mixed results. There are 7 seats that 
represent parts of the 3 counties that 
LAHR PAC surveys.  3 winners were 

rated very positive, 2 winners were rated 
very negative and 2 winners were rated 
ignored questionnaire.

Although as noted above where there 
were	positive	results	in	the	U.S.	
congress, the representatives from 
our area are all bad.  There are 3, 
one for each county. These seats are 
gerrymandered and our counties were all 
connected to more conservative counties 
to make them Republican seats.  All 3 
are	rated	Very	Negative.	

The local race that went the worst 
for the LGBT community was the 
LCC Board.  There were 2 seats.  A 
candidate rated mixed and a candidate 
rated ignored questionnaire beat 2 very 
positive candidates and 1 extremely 
positive candidate.  Both LAHR and 
LAHR PAC are aware of a negative 
LGBT climate at LCC and you are 
encouraged	to	read	Penny	Gardner’s	
LAHR	letter	to	the	Dean	at	LCC	in	this	
issue.

The	Michigan	Supreme	Court	was	a	lost	
opportunity for the LGBT community.  
There were 3 seats up for election. 
The results were mixed.  One winner 
was rated very positive, one very 
negative and 1 ignored questionnaire.  
The Republican Party still has a 4 
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For Rent
Houses,	apts,	RV	sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 
waterfront	and	water	access	with	seller	financing	available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.		Several	firepits	with	wood	etc.		Canoeing,	pontooning,	
fishing,	picnicing	etc.	for	tenants,	customers	etc.	use.		Also	
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact	Dave	at	
517-896-6720 

or	email	at	midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

to 3 majority on the court.  As we reported last month, 
“LAHR PAC has always had a policy and track record to 
be	nonpartisan	and	treat	all	candidates	for	office	equally.		It	
is important to note that the climate in Michigan during the 
past couple years has been the most negative in the treatment 
and respect of the LGBT community in history.  This has 
happened because one political party controls all branches of 
state government:  executive, legislative and judicial.” 

In the County Commissioners races, in the 3 counties, there 
were	27	contested	county	commissioner	races.	16	of	the	
winners were rated positive or better, 1 was rated mixed. 
There were 9 rated ignored questionnaire and all but one 
of them is in Eaton County. There is one known negative 
winner	for	county	commissioner,	Don	Vickers	in	Ingham	
County.		When	LAHR	PAC	was	able	to	rate	both	candidates	
for a county commissioner seat, it was a pretty good 
indicator of who was going to win. Only in 3 contested and 
rated races did a candidate win who was rated lower than 
her/his	opponent.

For	each	of	us	individually,	I’m	sure	there	were	a	few	
disappointments, where our candidate or issue, did not 
win.  Overall, this was a historically and overwhelmingly 
successful election – one for which the LGBT community is 
grateful!! 
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Homecoming Party

Members and Advertisers

This fun event, the seventh annual, had excellent food, including a chef carving the beef,  a very popular bar,  beautiful green, white 
& purple décor, background music, and it provided the opportunity to meet new friends.  The 2012-2013 LGBT scholarship recipients 
were	introduced,	Jon	Hoadley,	past	Pride	Scholarship	recipient	and	professional	political	expect,	encouraged	people	to	vote,	and	Kate	
Murphy told many stories from past newsworthy events that helped celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Moving Forward to improve the 
climate	for	the	MSU	LGBT	community.	

We	thank	our	sponsors,	the	Greater	Lansing	Convention	&	Visitors	Bureau	and	the	MSU	Federal	Credit	Union.		Check	out	the	
association’s	excellent	website	at	https://www.msu.edu/~glbtalum/	.		

Mark	your	calendar	now	to	attend	next	year’s	Homecoming	party	–	it	promises	to	be	even	bigger	and	better!!

Recording setting crowd at the Homecoming Party 
at the Kellogg Center

Kaitlyn Beyer, 2012 Pride Scholarship recipient from Battle Creek Lakeview High 
School, and Bill Beachler at the Homecoming reception

Presbyterian	Church	for	your	spiritual	needs,	Lansing	Area	AIDS	Network	to	improve	your	
health,	Sundance	for	your	car	needs,	Child	and	Family	Charities	to	help	children	in	need	of	
homes,	City	Pulse	for	the	best	local	news	and	information,	the	customer	oriented	Northside	
Printing,	City	Council	Members	Carol	Wood,	Jessica	Yorko	and	Brian	Jeffries,	Luxury	Properties,	
and	The	Greater	Lansing	Network	Against	War	&	Injustice.			Please	support	these	businesses,	
services and organizations and recommend them to your family and friends.

Help	Those,	Who	Help	You!!
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SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 

Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 

Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Unity of Greater Lansing 11:30am-Sunday Service-
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, MI. 
48912 • 517-371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every Monday 

at 6pm in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 North 
Washington Square - contact Frank Vaca lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com or 
Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.edu for more information

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 
East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Coffee Evening - 7pm at The Avenue Cafe  (formerly Gone Wired Café)
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

	 $15.00	Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News,	Association	voting	rights	and	a	tax	deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly	LGBT	News,	Association	voting	rights	and	a	tax	deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT	News,	Association	voting	rights	for	up	to	two	(2)	individuals	in	the	
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT	News,	monthly	listing	in	the	Newsletter	Calendar	and	listing	on	the	
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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