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SHOW YOUR PRIDE AT 
EQUALITY NIGHT AT THE 
LUGNUTS
by Gary Hicks, Equality Band

Join the Equality Band of Michigan and 
the Michigan Gay Officers Action League
(MI-GOAL) for a night of baseball, fireworks, and pride at 
2012 Equality Night at the Lugnuts on Saturday, August 25, 
2012, at 7 pm.  Equality Night celebrates both the quest for 
LGBT equality as well as the anniversary of women’s voting 
equality in the United States. 

The Equality Band will be performing “America the 
Beautiful” on the Cooley Stadium field before the game and 
will also play during the seventh inning stretch.

All local LGBT organizations are invited to join the 
celebration and receive recognition on the scoreboard during 
the game by purchasing a block of 20 tickets. Be sure to 
request Equality Night seating. Individual tickets may also be 
purchased directly from the Lugnuts.

For additional information about Equality Night at the Lugnuts, 
contact either R.Cole Bouck, President of MI-GOAL, at 449-0534 
or Gary Hicks, president of the Equality Band, at 525-1732.

Another AIDS WALK Lansing/East Lansing
 
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

WALK THE WALK:  
AIDS WALK

Sunday, September 23, 2012

On Sunday, September 23, 2012, 
AIDS Walk Michigan Lansing/East Lansing will be held 
at Valley Court Park in East Lansing (behind People’s Church). Registration 
begins at 10:00 AM and the Walk will kick-off at 1:00 PM.  

There are a number of strong community partnerships that make AIDS Walk successful each 
year. Officially hosted by Evans Scholars of Michigan State University for the past 15 years, 
the local service oriented fraternity provides extensive assistance in all phases of the fundraising 
event. Their support and enthusiasm for this event and their commitment to LAAN and AIDS 
Walk Lansing/East Lansing has become an annual tradition and has forged a unique partnership 

Remember to Vote
Remember to Vote August 7, 2012 in the Michigan Primary 
election.  You may find the LAHR-PAC candidate ratings on 
LAHR’s website www.lahronline.org , LAHR’s Facebook 
page, and LAHR PAC’s Facebook page.  They will also be 
posted to LAHR’s list service as a reminder to vote.

ATTENTION – Mark 
your calendar:   

 
Lansing Association for Human Rights 
will be holding a Town Hall Meeting 
to discuss the issues of the LGBTQA 

community with candidates running for 
election in November. This important 

event will take place at:
 

Tripper’s
350 Frandor Ave Lansing, MI 48912

Thursday, September 20, 2012
7:00pm-10:00pm

Dinner is encouraged.  Tell us what you 
think is going on in America today, and 

let our voices be heard!
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for
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PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

Pride is behind us.  A former student of mine asked, “To me what is the best part of our annual Pride events here 
in Lansing?”  It took a bit to answer, because my first answer was to make a situational comment that might be 
construed as not answering the question. 
 
So the best part of Pride events for me is seeing activists and members of our community 
Here in Lansing.  They come from all over the state, at least the activists do.  It is a grand time to catch up with 
other’s lives.  

Another best part of Pride is seeing how many families attend.  So many strollers! OMG…we are a prolific community!  And knowing 
the planning and costs etc. to have children, is all the more a tribute to the expansion of our possibilities, for which we have all worked 
so hard.  The children’s area at this year’s pride was one of the busiest at the festival.  Walking by I was heartened by the families  
interacting, the kids playing beautifully, the diversity, and engagement of all there. 
 
As an issue that these families deal with everyday is Second Parent Adoption.  In this state a child is allowed two parents only if the two 
parents are married, or have been married in the cases of families splitting up.  Since same sex couples cannot legally marry under state 
and federal laws, our kids are at risk of losing the acting parent who is not the legally recognized one, if something should happen to 
him or her.  A horrific state of affairs for the children and those who love and care for them.  

As I staffed, for a few hours, the LAHR booth at Lansing Pride this year I loved seeing the young people roaming, stopping, seeing 
and being seen, I again was heartened by our hopes for “tomorrow” evident in their presence.  It raised the question for me as a 
teacher of young people, how to engage them in politics, electioneering, activism, leadership?  Do we invite them in or do we join 
them?  As a feminist, years ago in Miami when we in white suburbia wanted to be more diverse in our activities, invited many from 
other communities to our events.  Alas, there was little to no response.  Then someone had the idea, to instead of having our annual 
luncheon in our neighborhood in which we were familiar, what if we had it across town at the local community college in a more 
diverse neighborhood.  Open it up to one and all, as best we could in a place of familiarity with others.  It worked.  We had a fine diverse 
attendance.  So with this in mind, I again ask the question, how might we get more people into leadership roles; active in our issues; 
making a difference in all our lives?  
 
This does not mean there are not plenty of energetic and talented young people doing all these things already, but greedy me, I want all 
of us on the page working as we are able towards social justice and equal rights and opportunities.  
 
So thanks Megan for asking the question, and thanks all who read and support the LAHR Newsletter and your premier local LGBT 
organization; young, old and in between.  

Sincerely, Penny

PS:  We have at least three positions available on the LAHR Board, from someone who has been on it a while, it is not a bad gig, and a 
great place to continue your journey.  Let me, or any board member know you are interested.  P

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued from page 1)
AIDS Walk
in the local effort to raise awareness and 
funding to stop the further spread of HIV.  

In addition to Evans Scholars, AIDS Walk 
Lansing/East Lansing receives tremendous 
support from many community partners 
including the LGBT community.  The 
community has generously supported the 
Walk through Individual Walkers and Walk 
Teams.  The past support provided by Mi-
GOAL (Michigan Gay Officers Action 
League), LanSing OUT, and the Equality 
Band of Michigan, has been extremely 
helpful.  In addition to performing at past 
events, both the chorus and the band groups 
have served as In-Kind Sponsors.  The 
Chorus has assumed the enormous task of 
providing a luncheon after the walk for over 
400 individual walkers.  The Band had taken 
responsibility for providing a breakfast prior 
to the walk.  The Michigan Gay Officers 
Action League (MI-GOAL) officially joined 
the event as a well represented Walk Team 
for several years and has routinely raised 
approximately $2,000 each year. LAAN is 
deeply appreciative of those monumental 
efforts. LAAN is deeply appreciative of 

the support provided by this year’s event 
sponsors; Williams Auto World and Fifth 
Third Bank

AIDS Walk Michigan is a non-profit 
organization that began in 1998 to raise 
awareness of HIV and AIDS, and to raise 
money for AIDS services in participating 
Michigan communities. Funds for AIDS 
Walk Michigan come from a variety of 
sources. Individuals and teams participating 
in the 5k Walk secure pledges from friends, 
family members and their communities. 
Corporate contributions and sponsorships 
(cash or in-kind donations) from area 
businesses are also donated. 

The funds generated by each Walk are 
committed to HIV/AIDS education, 
prevention and awareness programs. It is 
important to know that all of the money 
collected by a community remains in that 
community to support local HIV services. For 
LAAN, AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing 
helps to not only raise donated funds to 
help underwrite the costs associated with 
programs and services but also helps to raise 
community awareness about HIV/AIDS. 

Having successfully endeavored to create a 

more festive occasion in 2010 and 2011 for 
AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing, LAAN 
is intent on broadening those efforts this 
year.  Always a family friendly event, LAAN 
will enhance that experience by having 
both a kiddie station and a doggie station 
again this year.  Both will feature treats and 
refreshments for children as well as canine 
family members.  Clownie K will be making 
a return visit this year, complete with her 
colorful balloon creations.  The event will 
again be emceed by Tim Barron, WLMI, 
92.9 FM with much entertainment.  The East 
Lansing Farmers Market was a welcome 
neighbor to the event last year with a lot 
of cross patronage.  LAAN is expanding 
an opportunity for clients to share their 
concept of Living with HIV with original 
art pieces in Positive Expressions Exhibit 
Area. Some of those items will be offered 
for sale. As always, there is the opportunity 
for organizations to set up booths to display 
materials, provide entertainment, or share 
community information.

If you would like to register as an Individual 
or organize a Walk Team to represent your 
organization, you may create your own Walk 

(Continued on page 5)
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Good Friends, 
Good Beer
I know I don’t fit the 
stereotype but, then again, 
who does?  I’m not much 

of a wine or cocktail drinker.  I prefer a nice 
cold beer.  Not just any beer, but, I really enjoy 
a good craft beer.

I used to be more of a Margarita and wine 
drinker.  I was never any good at drinking 
either of those though.  Margaritas are 
expensive and dangerous!  Also, I always 
had to fake it with wine.  I like sweet wine.  I 
hate dry wine. There were a few good sweet 
white wines I found but, a sweet red wine? 
Blasphemy!

The reason I didn’t drink much beer is because 
I was brainwashed (like most people) into 
thinking that my selections were Bud, Miller 
or Labatt’s.  Bleh!  Craft beer has been around 
for a while but, it really only started being 
mainstream in the last 10 to 15 years ago 
(depending on who you ask).  I started tasting 

around and found that most good beers were 
from small, local breweries.

The reason I found this out was through 
various contacts and establishing new 
friendships as I came out.  I had lost many of 
my former friends, mostly because I moved 
and made no effort to stay in touch.  Some of 
my newer friends had some experience with 
craft beer.  So, I became the Lemming and 
kept trying them until I found several that I 
like.  Now, I don’t drink anything else.  Dinner 
with friends - beer.  Wedding reception - beer. 
Cruise ship - beer.  Usually, I can find at least 
one good beer.  

That wasn’t always the case. I would struggle 
to find something good or be forced to drink 
bad beer or revert to old beverages. The 
choices are amazing today. There are so many 
fantastic restaurants around the Lansing area 
that have terrific food and great beer.  Can’t 
think of any?  I can give you a list if you ask!

Good friends can do that to you.  Good friends 
breed tolerance and acceptance.  Good friends 
open your mind to new ideas and new things.  
Good friends invite you over for good beer!

So, I challenge you. Try something different.  

MBLGTACC Introduction
by Kate Miller, LAHR Board

The country’s largest LGBTA college 
conference is coming to Lansing. Three days 
where students, faculty, and staff come together 
to learn and grow as a community. Three days 
to change the lives of students from around the 
country. Recently, the conference saw 1,700 
students. What if that number grew? What can 
that influx of students do for Lansing?

In February of 2013, the Midwest BLGTA 
College Conference is coming to Lansing. The 
conference is open to college students and their 
LGBTA group advisors. Registration is open 
and workshop applications are being accepted. 
The workshops at the conference range from 
educational to inspirational. The conference 
aims to bring more than two thousand LGBTA 
college students to Lansing and help our capitol 
become more diverse for a weekend and 
stronger for years to come.

The conference is a great cause to support and 
donating is very easy. Local businesses have the 
opportunity to advertise through the conference 
and go through safe-zone training to earn a 
conference support sign for their front window.

Check out the conference website, (Continued on page 12)
(Continued on page 12)
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Pastor Jody
by Rev. Jody Betten
 
Summertime 
Daydreaming

I love summer because 
of the weather and the 
more relaxed schedule.  

I know that isn’t the case for many people.  
So I feel fortunate that summer provides a 
time to slow down.  My schedule doesn’t 
so much drive my work agenda.  I can 
ruminate more, contemplate, recenter and 
refocus.  And then there are 90-100 degree 
temperatures!  This is not how it should 
be!  In this heat I can’t bear to sit on my 
front porch, one of my favorite places 
to regroup!  However, as we know in 
Michigan, wait 5 minutes and the weather 
changes!  It gets better… as I write the 
temperatures are exactly as a Michigan 
summer should be, 80s during the day and 
60’s at night.

Summer is also the time when many 
church governing bodies meet to do 
their annual business; making decisions 
about important items that will affect 
the future ministries of local churches.  
This summer one denomination made 
a decision to discipline any minister 
who advocates for the gay lifestyle or 
supports gay marriage or civil union 
between same sex partners.  That’s not 

how it should be!!  However, many 
mainline churches have made progress 
in recent years on being welcoming of 
the LGBTQ community and supporting 
marriage equality. So, it does get better. 
 
On June 26 in Corpus Christi, Texas two 
lesbian teenagers were shot in a park.  
One of them died.  A witness has come 
forward in the killing. This is not how 
it should be!  PeopIe should feel safe 
in local parks.  One should not have to 
fear for her life when in public.   My 
reaction to this story compelled me to 
the “It Gets Better” website.  I listened 
again to the witness of hundreds who 
experienced the bullying and harassment 
that often accompanies being different.  
I was inspired by the testimony of those 
who survived and were able to remind 
young people that it gets better.  

It’s embarrassing to me that the 
religious world has not taken the lead 
in reminding our communities that it’s 
not the way it should be when people 
are treated as less than human.  The 
message of the Hebrew and Christian 
writings, the writings that we say guide 
our behavior, is that our reality should 
be as God intends it to be.  But people 
hate one another and kill out of revenge.  
Nations wage war for profit.  Betrayal, 
lying, deceit, lack of integrity are 
common place among human beings.  
Yet, the prophetic word, the word from 
God to us is that this not what God 
intended. We were created to be better 

than we often are!  We are supposed 
to be loving and uplifting and caring 
and supportive of one another.  We 
are supposed to reject violence in our 
actions and speech in favor of peaceful 
resolution and affirmation of diversity.  
 
Speaking of diversity – I attended my 
first Pride Festival in Lansing a couple 
weeks ago and met many of you!   What 
a beautiful example of how it should 
be!!  (Well, maybe not the weather… 
we could have dealt better with a few 
degrees cooler, eh?)  I remarked to my 
friends at the Edgewood church booth, 
“If only every festival and gathering 
demonstrated the kind of diversity 
that the Pride Festival does; what a 
remarkable world this would be!”
 
God created a world that is beautifully 
diverse; have you ever marveled at the 
number of shades of green that are the 
colors of the leaves on the varied trees 
right in our neighborhoods?!  People 
have broken out of the stereotypes to 
be exactly who God created them to be.  
The religious world is making progress 
in being inclusive and accepting, living 
out God’s created intentions for how it 
should be.  

We can’t be blind to the reality that the 
world is not always the way it should 
be but we have the power to make it 
better.  Summer may be just the time to 
contemplate what that means for each of 
us.  Happy dreaming!

Web Page and recruit or raise money for your 
team online. Friends, families, coworkers and 
supporters can pledge money by cash or by 
making an on-line donation via credit card on 
your individual home page.  It is fun, it is easy 
and it’s all for a great cause! 

Please be cognizant of that old adage; 
and “Don’t just talk the talk, but walk 
the walk!”  Join us for a wonderful event 
at AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing 2012.  
You may contact Jacob Distel at the LAAN 
office, 517-394-3719, Ext. 13. for more 
information about the event or to discuss 
the opportunity to set up a booth.  You can 
also check out the Walk website: www.
aidswalkmichigan.org, simply scrolling to 
the Lansing/East Lansing page.

(Continued from page 3)
AIDS Walk
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A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR IS IT? 
Part 13

Great spirits have always encountered 
violent opposition from mediocre minds.

- Albert Einstein

In this discussion of civil rights, we 
have been following developments to 
amend the Michigan civil rights statute 
which is called the Elliot-Larsen 
Civil Rights Act.  Senate Bill 1063 
(SB1063) would amend Elliot-Larsen 
to include “sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression.” That bill is 
still in the Government Operations 
Committee.  At the same time, House 
Bill 5039 (HB5039) threatens to undo 
a lot of the work we have done in 
Michigan regarding city ordinances.  
That bill is still in the Judiciary 
Committee.  HB5039 is very short, so 
I will quote it here:

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
MICHIGAN ENACT:

 SEC. 706. (1)  A STATE 
AGENCY OR UNIT OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT SHALL NOT 
ADOPT ANY ORDINANCE, RULE, 
REGULATION, OR POLICY THAT 
INCLUDES, AS A PROTECTED 
CLASS, ANY CLASSIFICATION 
NOT SPECIFICALLY INCLUDED 
AS A PROTECTED CLASS UNDER 
THIS ACT.  ANY EXISTING 
ORDINANCE, RULE, REGULATION, 
OR POLICY THAT INCLUDES, 
AS A PROTECTED CLASS, 
ANY CLASSIFICATION NOT 
SPECIFICALLY INCLUDED AS A 
PROTECTED CLASS UNDER THIS 
ACT IS VOID.

 (2)  AS USED IN THIS 
SECTION:

 (A) “STATE AGENCY” 
MEANS A DEPARTMENT, BOARD, 
COMMISSION, OFFICE, AGENCY, 
AUTHORITY, OR OTHER UNIT OF 

STATE GOVERNMENT.

 (B)  “UNIT OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT” MEANS A 
POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF 
THIS STATE, INCLUDING A CITY, 
VILLAGE, TOWNSHIP, COUNTY, 
AUTHORITY, SCHOOL DISTRICT, 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT, 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, AND PUBLIC SCHOOL 
ACADEMY.

Since Elliot-Larsen does not currently 
protect sexual orientation or gender 
identity, any ordinance, rule, 
regulation or policy that protects 
sexual orientation or gender identity 
would be void.  This includes rules and 
regulations adopted by schools and 
community colleges. Again, you can 
follow these bills at www.legislature.
mi.gov.  Under legislative bill search, 
enter the bill number, e.g. 5039.  (To be 
continued.)
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Positively Speaking
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

Volunteerism at the 
Lansing Area AIDS 
Network;
A Legacy Continues

The importance of volunteers at the Lansing 
Area AIDS Network cannot be overstated. 
The dedicated volunteers of this agency 
help LAAN realize its stated objectives in 
providing HIV care and prevention services 
throughout the Mid-Michigan Region.  The 
volunteers of LAAN are not only critical to 
its good works, but continue the legacy of the 
volunteer founders of the 1985 grassroots effort 
which ultimately became LAAN. During the 
Volunteer Appreciation Reception in April, 
LAAN recognized three individuals as 2012 
Volunteers of the Year; Doug Bailey, Tim 
Barron, and Ann Duchene.  

During that same reception, LAAN bid a fond 
farewell to its beloved Volunteer Coordinator, 
Nancy English. A LAHR Board Member as 
well, Nancy had served LAAN in a variety 
of volunteer capacities prior to her hire by 
this agency in 2008. It is a result of Nancy’s 
exceptional efforts that the volunteer program 
was greatly enhanced and the Food Pantry 
program expanded to include fresh food, 

produce, dairy, and frozen food items. This has 
meant a lot to the clients which this agency 
serves. Nancy will certainly be missed by the 
staff, volunteers and clients of this agency. 
On behalf of each one of us, we wish her and 
Elaine all of the best. 

I also would like to take this time to 
acknowledge the efforts of Matt Hulbert, 
LAAN’s Prevention Coordinator. In addition 
to his many prevention duties Matt has assisted 
with the coordination of the volunteer program. 
Matt has done an exceptional job in keeping 
the volunteer and food pantry programs 
afloat since Nancy’s departure, and for that, 
this agency is extremely grateful. Finally, I 
would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
Shawn Hunter who has been hired to assume 
the position of volunteer coordinator. She has 
been with the agency for several weeks and 
staff, volunteers, and clients are very impressed 
with Shawn’s evident compassion, dedication, 
and sense of humor. She is a great addition to 
the LAAN team. During the next few months 
LAAN will be developing a volunteer training 
program and resuming its buddy program. 
Both Matt and Shawn will assist with the 
development of that training and the new 
Buddy Program.

In the past year LAAN has provided care 
services to 335 clients, prevention services to 
over 500, and has hosted numerous special 
events.  The agency would have been unable 
to do this without its core of committed 

volunteers. Some facts:

• Last year LAAN recruited and trained 60 
new volunteers

• The agency had a group of 91 individuals 
who volunteered on a routine basis.

• Front Desk Volunteers provide support 
the majority of the time that the agency 
is open.  As critical as the need for a 
front desk individual is, most AIDS 
Service Organizations have been unable 
to put hired staff in that position due to 
dwindling resources.

• Number of volunteers providing care 
services: 45

• Number of volunteers providing 
Prevention Services: 11 (over 200 hours)

• Volunteers provided nearly 500 rides to 
88 clients.

• Volunteers were responsible for most food 
pantry operations:
• 210 clients visited the Food Pantry 

on approximately 1600 occasions
• Food equivalent to nearly 65,000 

meals were provided
• Thanksgiving Baskets were provided 

to nearly 100 individuals
• It is estimated that approximately 

24,960 volunteer hours have been 
donated to the agency during the past 
year.  Using the Federal Index for the 
value of volunteer hours, it can be 
estimated that volunteers provided 

(Continued on page 12)
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@ Everybody Reads book and stuff

Address: 

2019 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing MI 48912

For more information:

Please contact John Vaca
Vacaafrank@gmail.com

Join face book page:

TheClosetLgbtBookClub

“Pride”
 
by Emily Snoek,  
LAHR Board

Michigan Pride was 
held here in Lansing 
last month. I hope 

many of you were able to attend. I 
know I enjoyed seeing the wide variety 
of supporters of equality in Michigan. 
After attending Pride, I asked myself 
the question:  what does it mean to be 
“proud” as an LGBT person?

Does it mean being out in the workplace 
in order to represent your community? 
Does it mean having a Human Rights 
Campaign sticker on the back of your 
car? Is it joining the Gay Men’s Chorus? 
Is it holding hands with your partner as 
you walk down the street even when you 
feel unsafe? Is it voting based upon your 
sexuality when your economic class 
means more to you? Is it acknowledging 
your trans identity even when you have 
made a successful gender transition?

If any of these questions mean pride 
to you, great! But if not, that doesn’t 

mean you’re not proud of who you 
are. You never have to feel like you’re 
letting down your LGBT peers by not 
doing these things. If you feel sexuality 
to be a private aspect of who you are, 
if you don’t want to be out and loud 
about your sexual identity, that does 
not mean you don’t have pride. It’s true 
that in the current state of our society 
we need people like that, people out on 
the battlefield fighting for rights and 
equality, but if that’s not you, that’s 
okay.

To me, having pride is more about 
believing in and trusting your identity 
and who are than in what you do. For 
some, that inner comfort and happiness 
in oneself may extend to activism or 
vibrant “outness,” but for others that 
inner comfort may be just that, an inner 
sense of peace and joy with who one is 
and one’s rightful place in the world.

What do you think pride is? Send me 
your opinions at Emily.snoek@gmail.
com . 

Friday Dinner Group
by Gary Hicks, Host

August Summer 
BBQ Picnic
at Jack and Bob’s
Join LAHR friends 
and members for our 
monthly Friday night 

dinner at Jack and Bob’s home on west 
Willow St, near St. Vincent’s, just west of 
MLK and DeLuca’s Restaurant.
 
Jack and Bob, who have been together for 
more than forty years, have kindly agreed 
to open their home and gardens for a 
backyard BBQ picnic on Friday evening, 
August 17, at 6:30 pm.

This event is open to all members of the 
LGBT community, including friends and 
allies.  MSU, Cooley, and LCC students are 
invited to attend and meet members of the 
local community.  Diners are asked to bring 
a side dish to pass, such as a salad or dessert 
item.  Soft drinks will be provided.  BYOB.

For directions to Jack and Bob’s home, 
please RSVP to Gary Hicks at 517-525-
1732 by 3 pm on Friday, August 17.

8 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



For Rent
Houses, apts, RV sites(6).

For Sale
Cafe for sale as well as several of the houses. Lots for sale, both 

waterfront and water access with seller financing available

All apts and houses are considered Luxury and the real estate 
is very nice, unique, et al. Must see to believe!

Free Use!
Our tenants and customers have free use of three timeshares 
in Cancun, Playa del Carmen etc. (must pay own weekly 
maintenance fee). The timeshares cost over $100,000 and are 
very nice; all  are ocean front or lagoon front. One is extreme-
ly private - about 20 units only (ocean front - only feet from 
ocean - ) and is gated.  Also, free use of my 12 acres of mani-
cured park-like properties on the Grand River AT the Portland 
Dam.  Several firepits with wood etc.  Canoeing, pontooning, 
fishing, picnicing etc. for tenants, customers etc. use.  Also 
have other riverfront properties available for hunting etc.

Luxury Properties 
For Rent & For Sale

Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

For 
Rent

For 
Sale

Then & Now
by Don Gaudard

Marriage Equality & Health Benefits

Prediction:  Michigan will have 
Marriage Equality and health benefits 
for domestic partners before July 
1, 2013!  Part 1 of this 2-part series 
consists of the history of domestic-
partnership benefits in Michigan, 
and Part 2 will be my analysis (in lay 
terms) of why we are going to win 
Marriage Equality in the Supreme 
Court (SCt) next Term. 

During the past 10 years, Michigan 
state universities and various 
municipal governments had policies 
that extended health-insurance benefits 
to “domestic partners”. 

On 12/18/04, the Michigan Marriage 
Amendment became effective.  Const 
1963, art 1, § 25, provides: “the 
union of one man and one woman in 
marriage shall be the only agreement 
recognized as a marriage or similar 
union for any purpose.” 

On 5/7/08, the Mich. SCt, stated:  “We 
conclude that the marriage amendment  
. . . prohibits public employers from 
providing health-insurance benefits to 
their employees’ qualified same-sex 
domestic partners.”

To challenge this, Bassett v. Snyder 
was filed in Federal District Court 
in Detroit on 1/5/12 alleging 
discrimination on the bases of sexual 
orientation and sex. 

Bassett claims the Public Employee 
Domestic Partner Benefit Restriction 

Act violates the 14th Amendment by 
stripping family health care benefits 
from the same-sex domestic partners 
of gay and lesbian public employees 
within Michigan while allowing public 
employees’ other family members 
access to such benefits.

The Diaz v. Brewer (Arizona) and 
Perry v. Brown (California Prop 8) 
cases decided  this issue when the 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals held 
that when both heterosexual and 
homosexual partners are granted 
various types of benefits – in Brown, 
it was the right to marry, and in Diaz, 
it was health benefits very similar 
to those offered in Michigan -- you 
couldn’t “grant a benefit to a whole 
group” and then take away that same 
benefit from “a part of the group” if 
the reason for taking the benefit away 
was in violation of the Constitution.

With more than 18 appellate cases 
dealing just with DOMA being 
litigated, our opponents do nothing 
more than re-argue the same tired 
arguments which more than 40 
judges have already held are not 
constitutional 
reasons for 
denying benefits 
to gays while 
granting them to 
heterosexuals.

All litigants want 
a hearing in the 
SCt which will 
announce their 
hearing decisions 
on October 1.

If the SCt does 
NOT grant a 
hearing in the 

Prop 8 case, then there will be gay 
marriage in California by October, 
2012, with no residency requirements.  
(Winter in California is quite 
delightful!)

No hearing in the DOMA cases results 
in every married gay in the New 
England States currently recognizing 
Marriage Equality being entitled to 
over 1100 federal benefits.  

No SCt hearing in the “benefits” 
cases will result in gays in 11 Western 
States having “domestic partnership 
agreements” available to them 
beginning in October. 

The Congressional Research Office 
has published a complete discussion of 
Gay Marriage Issues at:  http://www.
fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL31994.pdf

Next month, I’ll provide my analysis 
of why the Supreme Court will decide 
in our favor.
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Support Obama for 
President 
For the first time in decades, the Advocate 
has endorsed a presidential candidate: Barack 
Obama.

In a historic and moving endorsement, the 
author begins, “Never has the substantial 
progress in equal rights and treatment of 
LGBT people been more at risk than in this 
presidential contest. 
This election presents a 
choice between starkly 
opposing futures.”

The Advocate reaffirms 
the stakes in this 
election: President 
Obama has been a 
transformative figure for 
LGBT Americans, from 
his support of marriage equality to the repeal of 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” while Mitt Romney 
would only drag us backwards with a promise 
to enshrine discrimination in the Constitution.

With less than four months left until Election 

Day, it’s time to step up and fight for the only 
candidate who will fight for us. 

The Obama Accomplishments
from Jamie Citron
National LGBT Vote Director
Obama for America

2009
June 17

Ordered the federal government to extend 
key benefits to same–sex partners of federal 

employees
June 29
Hosted the first-ever 
White House LGBT 
Pride reception
August 12
Awarded the highest 
civilian honor, the 
Medal of Freedom, to 
Billie Jean King and 

Harvey Milk
October 21

Created a National Resource Center for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Elders

October 28
Signed the Matthew Shepard and James 

Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act into 
law

2010
January 1

Banned discrimination in federal workplaces 
based on gender identity

January 4
Lifted the ban that prohibited people with 
HIV/AIDS from entering the United States

March 23
Enacted the Affordable Care Act, reforming 
health care in America by lowering costs, 
expanding choice, and improving health 
care quality

April 15
Ensured hospital visitation and medical 
decision-making rights for gay and lesbian 
patients

June 9
Allowed transgender Americans to receive 
true gender passports without surgery

June 22
Clarified the Family and Medical Leave Act 
to ensure family leave for LGBT employees

June 22
Released America’s first comprehensive 
plan to prevent and end homelessness, 
which includes homeless LGBT youth
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwoodposterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

October 1
Awarded a grant to the Los Angeles Gay 
and Lesbian Community Services Center to 
work with LGBT foster youth

October 21
Recorded “It Gets Better” video to support 
LGBT youth experiencing bullying

December 21
Led a United Nations measure to restore 
“sexual orientation” to the definition of 
human rights

December 22
Signed the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”

2011
February 23

Declared the Defense of Marriage Act 
unconstitutional and announced the 
administration will no longer defend it in 
court

March 10
Hosted first-ever White House Conference 
on Bullying Prevention in America’s schools

March 31
Completed an Institute of Medicine study on 
LGBT health, the first of its kind

May 27
Issued guidance to foster safer working 
environments for transgender federal 
employees

July 19
Endorsed the Respect for Marriage Act, a 
legislative effort to repeal the Defense of 
Marriage Act

August 18
Clarified the meaning of “family” to include 
LGBT relationships, helping to protect bi-
national families threatened by deportation

August 19
Supported lesbian widow Edith Windsor in 
her suit against DOMA

September 15
Ended the Social Security Administration’s 
gender “no–match” letters

September 20
Implemented the repeal of “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell”

September 30
Permitted military chaplains to officiate 
same-sex marriages where legal

October 1
Addressed the annual Human Rights 
Campaign dinner for the second time

October 13
Alison Nathan becomes second openly gay 
appointee to be confirmed to the federal 
bench under President Obama’s nomination

October 20
Awarded Citizens’ Medal to Janice 

Langbehn, lesbian mother whose story 
paved the way for hospital visitation rights 
for same-sex couples

October 31
Included specific data on health needs of 
lesbian and bisexual women in the Health 
Resources and Services Administration’s 
“Women’s Health USA 2011” federal report

November 1
In his presidential proclamation of National 
Adoption Month, President Obama called 
for equal treatment for same-sex adoptive 
parents

December 1
On World AIDS Day, recommitted the U.S. 
to creating an AIDS-free generation

December 6
Created first-ever U.S. government strategy 
dedicated to combating human rights abuses 
against LGBT persons abroad

2012
January 28

Announced HUD’s new rule protecting 

against housing discrimination based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity

February 2
Announced White House LGBT 
Conference Series to address issues affecting 
LGBT Americans, including health, 
housing, and safety

February 7
Promoted equal access to quality health care 
by enabling searches for health plans with 
same-sex partner benefits on Healthcare.gov

February 13
Proposed a 2013 federal budget for an 
economy built to last, including providing 
security for the LGBT community

March
Ensured transgender veterans receive 
respectful care according to their true gender 
through the Veterans Health Administration

March 15
Michael Fitzgerald, fourth openly gay 
nominee under President Obama, is 
confirmed to the federal bench in California

(Continued on page 13)
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Ask Congress to Reauthorize 
the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). 

Protect everyone from abuse.
Don’t let Congress water down VAWA protections.

http://4vawa.org/

 
The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice, 

working for peace and Justice in the Lansing area. 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

over $440,000 worth of support to 
the agency.

If you are interested in information about 
volunteering at LAAN, you may contact Matt 
Hulbert at 517-394-3719, Ext. 30 or Shawn 
Hunter at Ext. 29 or via e-mail at mhulbert@
laanonline.org or shunter@laanonline.
org.  Additional information and a volunteer 
application are also available on LAAN’s 
website; laanonline.org.  

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS  AND 
BUDDIES NEEDED

LAAN is seriously in need of individuals 
to volunteer as drivers to assist 
individuals needing transportation to 
get to and from medical appointments 
and to visit the Food Pantry.  The 
Buddy Program will also be returning to 
LAAN. Those individuals who might be 
interested in acting as a “buddy” to an 
individual living with HIV should call for 
more details.

(Continued from page 7) (Continued from page 4)

(Continued from page 4)

Positively Speaking All I’m Saying

Introduction

Coming this Fall:  More 
Fun from Michigan Pride
by Nick Sekmistrz, Michigan Pride

The Michigan Pride Board would like to 
thank all who participated in making our 
2012 Festival Weekend a glowing success.  
We had more than 8,000 people attend the 
march, rally, and festivities during the June 
15th weekend.  Participants joined us from 
all over Michigan and some from out of state 
including Illinois and Wisconsin to celebrate 
for equality. We hope that you will join us 
this fall as we kick off another season of 
events to celebrate the LGBTQ community 
and its supporters. 

In just a month the temperature will be 
dropping and the leaves falling.  The Red 
Party is our annual fall kickoff celebration 
for AIDS/HIV awareness and advocacy.  
As in past years, we will be partnering this 
event with the Lansing Area AIDS Network 
(LAAN).   Since its inception in 1985, 
LAAN has been instrumental in providing 
testing, counseling, and advocacy for all 
persons living with AIDS and HIV.  The 
Red Party is your opportunity to support 
LAAN and Michigan Pride by dancing the 
night away in your best red autumn apparel.  
LAAN’s outreach staff will be present to 
answer your questions concerning HIV/
AIDS and they will also be providing party 
handouts. 

The autumn festivities will continue at 
the Michigan Pride Flannel Fest Party.  
Outrageous fun is the name of the game at 
Flannel Fest with happy hour drink specials 
and surprises,  bobbing for lappels (not 
apples), and our annual Flannel Feeling 
attire contest. A special performance by 
acclaimed singer and songwriter Ronnie 
Nyles is guaranteed to keep the fall flannel 
vibe alive through the night.  Audio and 
video clips of Ronnie are available at her 
webpage, ronnienyles.com. We can’t wait to 
see you all flanned up.

Okay, we all live in Michigan; who doesn’t 
like a great game of euchre?  Our euchre 
tournament is a great way to spend time with 
old friends and make new ones. Whether 
you’re a pro or just figuring out your left and 
right bowers, you will be in great company 
with players of all skill levels.  A signup 
form will available on the michiganpride.org 
website in the coming weeks.

And I don’t mean just with alcohol either! 
But, if you are a beer drinker, try something 
local and unusual.  Bartenders can give you 
opinions and suggestions if you ask them.  
Everyone always asks their waitress, “what’s 
good here?” Why don’t more people ask that 
of the bartender?  There is a beer for every 
taste.  Sweet, sour, bitter, strong, light, dark, 
the list is endless.

Friends don’t let friends drink bad beer. 

Tell me what you think. Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome. Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com .

mblgtacc2013.org, for more information. Feel 
free to email info@mblgtacc2013.org if you 
have any questions or concerns. More updates 
to come! Feel free to email me (analyst@
mblgtacc2013.org) questions if you want me to 
write answers about them in my next article for 
the LAHR newsletter!
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

An Erotic Politics: What’s 
the Future of the LGBTQ 
Movement
submitted by Ann Francis

In June for LGBTQ Pride month, Laurie 
Flanders interviewed Amber Hollibaugh, 
co-director of Queers for Economic Justice. I 
thought Hollibaugh’s remarks might provide 
inspiration to LAHR readers who would like 
a broader political agenda for our human 
family.  A brief summary follows, but do 
check out the entire interview at TruthOut.
org.

The interview, An Erotic Politics: What’s the 
Future of the LGBTQ Movement, stresses 
the importance of speaking out about one’s 
dreams and visions for a world not yet 
realized. It describes an LGBTQ political 
agenda that claims a bigger terrain than 
marriage, Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, and ENDA.  
According to Hollibaugh:

 Everyone’s told always about 
politics, you have to be practical, 
but I actually think that’s not true, 

you actually have to hold to a 
dream and then understand what 
you can execute and what you can 
move forward, but you never give 
up the dream and desire is part of 
that dream 
.

Hollibaugh, a long time community 
organizer and activist, is respectful of the 
gains the LGBTQ community has made in 
the last 35 years.  Nevertheless this work 
does not reflect her values or what we were 
trying to build as a liberation movement 
for queer people.  Hollibaugh emphasizes 
the importance of dealing with an AIDS 
epidemic in the US and globally and concurs 
that coming out in some places is different 
now. She reminds us:

… if you come out now and you 
come from poverty and you come 
from racism, you come from 
the terror of communities that 
are immigrant communities or 
communities where you’re already 
a moving target because of who 
you are, this is not a place where 
it’s any easier to be LGBT even if 
there’s a community center in every 

single borough…. If you can’t do 
anything but fight, [for] every 
single solitary thing, every single 
solitary day, then the privilege of 
dreaming becomes something that 
only a few people have.

To Hollibaugh sexuality, desire, love, class, 
race, poverty and survival must be in the 
political and queer conversation.   Queers for 
Economic Justice (QEJ), a New York based 
non- profit,  works to change the systems 
that create poverty and economic injustice.  
It is a fine example of how desire and a 
broader political agenda is being promoted 
for all.   

(Continued from page 11)
Obama

March 16
Came out against North Carolina’s 
Amendment 1, which prohibits same-sex 
marriage in the state

May
President Obama and Vice President Biden 
announced their support for same-sex 
marriage
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Michigan PrideMt Pleasant Covers LGBT 
in Non Discrimination 
Ordinance
 

submitted by Joe 
Marutiak, LAHR 
Treasurer

The Mt Pleasant 
City Commission on 
July 9th adopted an 
ordinance that prohibits 
discrimination against 

minority groups including on the basis of 
sexual orientation and gender identity.  The 
new law makes it illegal to discriminate in 
that city in the employment, housing or public 
accommodation because someone is gay, 
lesbian or transgendered.  Mt Pleasant joins 
14  Michigan cities which have adopted laws 
protecting the LGBT community from such 
discrimination.

These local laws are necessary because the 
Michigan legislature has never amended the 
state law (the Elliot Larson Act) to cover 
sexual orientation and gender identity.   
Every place in Michigan except these cities 
it is still legal to fire someone just because 
they are LGBT.  The employer can even 
admit that is the reason for the termination.  

East Lansing was the first city in Michigan, 
indeed in the country, to adopt such an 
ordinance.  That law celebrated its 40th 
anniversary earlier this year.  Mt Pleasant 
is home to Central Michigan University 
and it was noted that it was the only big 
college town in Michigan to not have such 
protection for its LGBT citizens.  

The ordinance was opposed by the usual 
groups including Gary Glenn who claims to 
run the Michigan branch of the American 
Family Association.   Glenn helped stop 
the adoption of an ordinance in Holland 
and helped repeal one in Hamtramck in 
2008.  Glenn is running for the US Senate 

in the Republican primary.  The Mt Pleasant 
City Commission ignored the bigots and 
unanimously adopted the ordinance.

All of the protections that have been added 
city by city for LGBT citizens over the last 
40 years will be wiped out if the Michigan 
Republican war on LGBT continues.  Since 
2010 the Republican legislature and Governor 
Snyder have implemented a series of laws 
targeting the LGBT community.  The next 
attack in this war is proposed Michigan House 
Bill 5039 which would prohibit municipalities 
from adopting nondiscrimination ordinances 
that include LGBT residents or other 
categories not in the Elliot Larson Act.

Another Exciting 
Homecoming
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Michigan State will play Iowa this year in 
the Homecoming game and early predictions 
have MSU winning this important game.  

History would indicate that 
this game will be exciting 
and close.  Michigan State 
has another good opportunity 
to win the Legends Division 
and play in another Big Ten 
Championship game.  We 

will be inviting our LGBT Iowa friends to 
our party.
 
The seventh annual MSU GLBT 
Homecoming reception / party is scheduled 
for Friday, October 12, 2012 following the 
MSU Homecoming Parade from 6:30 to 
9:30.  This fun event will again be held at the 
Kellogg Center in the excellent Red Cedar 
Room with fireplace. 

The 2012 LGBT scholarship recipients have 
been invited, the food will be excellent has 
always, there will be a cash bar and the green 
and white decorations will be in place.  This 
is an opportunity to network with other MSU 
alumni, students, faculty and staff and all other 
friends of MSU.  Everyone is invited!! 

We are on the cusp of finalizing dates and 
locations for our fall events.  Please check 
the michiganpride.org website or our 
Facebook page as event information will be 
immediately added once it is finalized.  Also 
please be sure to check next month’s LAHR 
newsletter for additional event details.

Have a safe and fun August!

LAHR Needs YOU!!
by Bill Beachler, Publisher
 
The LAHR Annual Meeting will be held 
in conjunction with the Lansing AIDS 
Walk.  

On Sunday, September 23, 2012, the 
Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
will again host its annual AIDS Walk.  As 
LAHR has done for several years, the 
Annual Meeting will be held outside, 
weather permitting, at Valley Court Park 
in East Lansing following the AIDS Walk 
lunch – usually around 2:30 p.m.

LAHR encourages you to attend the 
AIDS Walk and hear the LanSINGout 
Gay Men’s Chorus, the Equality Band of 
Michigan and other activities (see front 
page article for more information).

At the LAHR Annual Meeting, we will 
be electing people to the LAHR Board 
of Directors and all LAHR members 
are encouraged to attend and vote.  We 
currently have a couple of vacancies 
and would like to have YOU join our 
Board.  If you have questions or are 
interested please contact our President, 
Penny Gardner, at  484-4512 or email 
marydrpenny@yahoo.com or myself at 337-
1419 or email beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .

14 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



SUNDAY
•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., Haslett - 

Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 

service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 Abbot, 

East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 

11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  

For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 

Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or 
info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - 11:30am - Temporarily located at Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 2001 East Grand River Avenue 48912, contact 517-371-3010 or  
rev.kent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every Monday at 6pm 

in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 North Washington Square 
- contact Frank Vaco lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com or Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.
edu for more information

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in East 
Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on July 2.  Starts 

at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For information,contact Shelly at 
shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Starting May 1st - weekly Coffee Evening 6pm-8pm at Gone Wired Café - Contact 

Frank Vaca at lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” Sign-up 

and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove Chapel 

of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing from 6:45-
8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in Lansing 
at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.
org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area Center 
for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for more 
information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com for the location or 
to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class for 
all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the benefits 
of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  Mats are 
available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South Harrison, 

in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at different 

restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for location and 

questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday at 
7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact information, 
contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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