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East Lansing
The National Birthplace of  LGBT Rights

by Bill Beachler, Publisher

By the time you read this, there will have been two excellent 
articles in the City Pulse and the Lansing State Journal.  The 
following is from Equality Michigan and WKAR.  

What is important to understand, is that this event was 
historical and as Cheryl VanDeKerkhove commented, when she 
was LAHR President in 1996-97,  there should be an historical 

marker in the City of East Lansing, designating East Lansing, as the national 
birthplace of LGBT rights!!   This idea continues to be discussed.

Forty years ago, the fair-minded folks in East Lansing enacted a non-
discrimination ordinance.  The country’s first law protecting the LGBT 
community.

Think about that. Forty years ago. ABBA ruled the airwaves, the country was 
dealing with Watergate, the first digital watches were sold, and right here in 
Michigan, one fair-minded city was taking a big step toward fairness.
Forty years ago, on March 7, 1972, East Lansing, Michigan became the very first 
community in the country to pass a law protecting Michiganders from discrimination 
based on sexual orientation.  Today, 18 municipalities in Michigan (add one more – 
see the Flint article), 140 nationwide and 21 states and the District of Columbia have 
protections against discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity 
and expression. 

While this is not a staggering number, it 
is significant and the progress is picking 
up speed. We have seen public opinion 
on other matters – like marriage for gay 
couples – change radically in the last 
five years.  A majority of Americans now 
support such rights. Public support has 
long been overwhelming for protections 
against discrimination in housing, 
employment and access to public 
accommodations.

March 7 marked an important anniversary 
for the City of East Lansing that many 
people don’t know about.  On this date 
40 years ago, the city council passed an 
ordinance prohibiting discrimination 
based on sexual orientation.  East Lansing 
became the first community in the nation 

News from Michigan Pride
from Shelly Olson
 
Michigan Pride 
2012 Dates 
Announced:
Friday, June 15: 
White Party
Saturday, June 16: 

Capitol Rally, March, Commitment 
Ceremony, and Festival
We are busy finalizing plans for our 
Pride weekend in Lansing’s Old Town. 
Please check our web site soon for 
event times, performers, and more 
information www.michiganpride.org !

Every Monday:
MICHIGAN PRIDE LBGT

BOWLING!

Join Michigan 
Pride every 
Monday for out 
LBGT bowling 
night at Spare 
Time (Formerly 
Holiday Lanes)
ALL AGES ARE WELCOME, NO 
RESERVATIONS NEEDED.  Just show 
us and be ready to have a fun time.  
Shoes are $4 Donation (all goes to MI 
Pride) and games are $3 each.  Weekly 
prizes, lots of fun, make new friends! 



LAHR • Email: President@lahronline.org • On the Web:  www.LAHRonline.org

Bill Beachler: LGBT News Publisher
 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
Melissa Cogswell: Layout Editor
 899-7515 or Melissa@focusmediagroup.com
LAHR Board of Directors--------------------
Penny Gardner, President
 484-4512 or marydrpenny@yahoo.com

Frank Vaco, Vice President
Joseph Marutiak, Treasurer
 485-6697 or jmarutial@juno.com
Nancy VanHoozier, Secretary
 490-4474 or nvanhoozier@olivetcollege.edu
Members At-Large -------------------------
Bill Beachler - 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
Jillian Pastoor - 614-8466/jillannedawn@yahoo.com
Nancy English - 482-2668 or english2003@yahoo.com
Mike Carlson - 332-0167 ext. 43/mikecarlson@hotmail.com
Cindy Redman - 643-0956 or redmancj@yahoo.com
Pam Allen 
Kate Miller 
Kyle Buchanan 

Website ------------------------------------
Melissa Cogswell
 899-7515 or Melissa@focusmediagroup.com 

Story Contributors -------------------------
Bill Castellani: OurWashington/HRC Connection - wcastellan@aol.com
Dan Boutell: All I’m Saying - allimsaying@yahoo.com 
Frank Vaca: Out at Work - Vacaafrank@gmail.com. 
Jacob A. Distel, Jr.: Positively Speaking - disteljake@hotmail.com
Michelle Bryant: Walking The Beat - mbryant@lansingmi.gov
Nancy English: variety - englishn2003@yahoo.com
Pam Sisson: A Matter of Law - 484-4300
Pastor Kari: kari@edgewooducc.org

Contents of the LGBT News should not be construed to represent the beliefs of the LAHR organization as a whole.

LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

There I proudly sat, with my partner Marilyn in the East Lansing City Council Room on March 6th of this 
year, waiting for the moment that Mayor Pro Tem and Council Member Nathan Triplett would rise, approach 
the podium, and present the proclamation. 

Others waited too. I recognized members of our LGBT communities, as well as our strong allies.  At last 
Nathan rose and approached the podium.

I can call him Nathan, because I knew him as a freshperson at MSU, and now he is married, an elected public 
official, and about ready to graduate Law School!

At the podium Mayor Pro Tem Triplett invited Mark Doebler, representative of the Alliance of LGBT Students at MSU;  William 
Sawyer, Chair of the Diversity Committee of the City; and Former Council Member George Griffiths (1972) to join him.  

The proclamation, Mayor Pro Tem Triplett read to those assembled was one unanimously passed by the current City Council and 
honored the 40th anniversary of the first- in-the- nation, government sponsored, anti discrimination ordinance to include us in it.  
No, it was not as Lesbian, Gay, transgender, Bisexual.  No, it did not include gender identity, and or gender expression; it was 
way too soon for that.  But it did “ban discrimination based on “sex and homosexuality” and applied to city hiring only.    All, of 
course, has been updated and expanded over the past years. 

In 1972 the then MSU Gay Liberation Organization spearheaded the campaign of the East Lansing City Council to pass such 
an, at the time, inclusive anti-discrimination ordinance.  That organization morphed some time later into the current Alliance of 
LGBTQII Students on Campus:  One of 14 LGBTQI organizations there.  

And to be the first in the country;  Oh My Gosh!  Right here in our home town, if you live there, but damned close if you don’t!

LAHR formed about five years later, and you can find that history on our web site.  Our own publisher of this fine publication, 
Bill Beachler was there for LAHR from the beginning.  

I wish to thank all who came before us who made our going a bit easier.  I want to appreciate the City of East Lansing for so 
many years ago stepping up to do the right thing, paving the way for other municipalities to do the right thing as well. (Such as 
Ann Arbor, a couple of months later, and San Francisco; for goodness sakes)
 
 I am grateful to the current Council Members of East Lansing for passing the proclamation honoring this historic event.  And my 
particular heartfelt thanks to Nathan Triplett for all he has done to protect, honor, and work to secure rights for all of us. 

And in gratitude as well to all of you who read, support, and participate in LAHR and other human rights organizations, 

Sincerely, 
Penny

Letter from the Prez
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@ Everybody Reads book and stuff

Address: 

2019 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing MI 48912

For more information:

Please contact John Vaca
Vacaafrank@gmail.com

Join face book page:

TheClosetLgbtBookClub

AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A 
PRO!  Every Monday Night @ Spare 
Time (Formerly Holiday Lanes), 
3101 E. Grand River Ave, Lansing 
MI, 48912 / 517-337-2695 (ask about 
Michigan Pride Group)  Hope to see 
you there!

Upcoming Events
 
Sunday April 15 Annual Brunch 11 
am Radisson - $30 prior/$35 at door - 
Silent auction!! 

Tuesday April 17 9 pm Return to 
Paradise at Excel!!
 
Sunday May 20 3rd Annual Golf 
Outing 10 am Wheatfield Inn - $70 per 
person (includes cart, lunch, six pack) 

(Continued from page 1)(Continued from page 1)

Michigan PrideEast Lansing

to enact civil rights protections for the 
LGBT community.

Now, proponents of LGBT rights 
remember the activists who advocated 
for the ordinance and the issues facing 
the LGBT community today.  The 
original ordinance passed in 1972 
prohibited the city of East Lansing from 
discriminating in its hiring practices 
based on sexual orientation.  City 
Council Member and Mayor Pro Tem 
Nathan Triplett says more protections 
soon followed to ban discrimination 
in housing, employment and public 
accommodations and services.

“We also banned discrimination based 
on gender identity or expression,” says 
Triplett. “That makes East Lansing a 
different situation than you’d face in 
either the state of Michigan generally or 
the nation, since discrimination based 
on those two characteristics is still legal 
in Michigan and in the United States, 
unless there’s a state or local law that 
supersedes those regulations.”

It’s not widely known that East Lansing 
was the first city in the country to enact 
gay rights protections.  In fact, many 
people still believe it was San Francisco. 

Michael Carman is a history major at 
MSU. He wrote his honors thesis on the 
Lansing area gay rights movement.

“Yeah, I wasn’t aware of it either,” 
says Carman. “I started doing research, 
looking at local archives that I could 
find, trying to formulate a question, 
because I didn’t even know what my 
topic was yet. Then I came across 
this wealth of knowledge in the MSU 
Library Special Collections resources, 
and I thought I can’t believe all this 
happened here. This is a story that needs 
to be told.”

What Carman found was that Lansing 
and East Lansing were centers of gay 
and lesbian culture in the 1970’s. In his 
thesis, he writes about a student group 
called the Gay Liberation Movement.  
“This was actually a relatively small 
group,” says Carman. “They only had 

ten to twenty members who regularly 
came to meetings, and a few of the 
officers were the most active members. 
But they were able to accomplish a lot, 
partially because the city was smaller, 
but also because in local activism, a few 
committed individuals can really make a 
difference.”

In the fall of 1971, students from that 
group petitioned the City Council to 
pass an anti-discrimination measure for 
hiring practices. The council passed the 
ordinance on March 7, 1972, by a vote 
of 3 to 2 and made history.

William Sawyer-Todd chairs the East 
Lansing Human Relations Commission. 
That’s where people can go who need 
help with civil rights and discrimination 
complaints. 
Sawyer-Todd says as a gay man, he’s 
proud that that his home town was the 
first city to address gay rights.

“It’s a milestone,” says Sawyer-Todd. 
“It’s a huge milestone. Little town, 
quiet, nobody remembers it except a 
few people.  But it started here. It’s 
a giving thing, 
because it gives 
an oppressed 
people a chance 
to own their piece 
of history, as well 
as be part of the 
bigger history. 
That’s really 
important to a 
minority.”

…The state 
legislature is 
considering 
a bill that, if 
passed, would 
void all 18 of 
those ordinances.  
Nathan Triplett 
says the 
legislation would 
re-legalize 
discrimination 
based on sexual 
orientation.

(Continued on 
page 12)
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Vacationing as 
a Same-Sex 
Couple 
by Emily Snoek,  
LAHR Board

While there are undoubtedly ill-natured 
and closed-minded individuals in every 
city across our great United States, we 
are fortunate enough to live in a place 
where homophobic sentiments are not 
generally socially sanctioned. The same 
cannot be said for all cities, which I 
learned as I traveled to Daytona Beach 
in Florida for Spring Break last week.

It is hard to know exactly what reactions 
you’ll receive from any indications 
that you and your partner are a same-
sex couple and not simply friends 
or traveling companions and your 
movements and thoughts are fraught to 
keep balance between what you fear and 
what you desire. This was something I 
had never realized before, being in my 
first same-sex relationship and thus also 

on my first vacation as part of a same-
sex couple. 

Our natural inclinations to hold one 
another’s hand, kiss on the beach, and 
flirt over dinner were tempered by the 
reactions we feared from vacationers 
and Floridians around us. Our request 
to stay in a room with a king-size bed 
instead of one with two double beds was 
met with a confusing look and slightly 
judging eyes from the front desk clerk. 
Our holding hands as we walked down 
the street was treated by some drunken 
tourists on their hotel balcony as some 
sort of sexy spectacle. And each time 
we did anything that indicated that we 
were together, a slight fear took hold of 
my heart, bracing myself for backlash, 
negative remarks, or even possibly 
violence. 

While the worst treatment we received 
in Daytona was simply a strange look or 
odd reaction, the fact that an aspect of 
our vacation was characterized by our 
inability to act like a couple on vacation 
without fearing negativity is a sad and 
simple truth. While some places you 

travel may be even more LGBT-friendly 
than Lansing, in ones where this is not 
the case it feels as though the waters 
must be tested before acting like a 
couple seems okay or safe.

I’m sure this is not news to those of 
you who have vacationed as a same-
sex couple in the past, but I think 
this is an important experience to 
highlight again for members of the 
LGBT community and for those outside 
of it as well because it serves as just 
another reminder of the ways in which 
discrimination against homosexuals and 
the heteronormativity of our culture are 
so solidly ingrained within American 
society.

Just a Thought...
by Kate Miller, LAHR Board

An Update and Reflection

This year I was given the great opportunity to be 
the LAHR Grant Committee Coordinator. The 
Grant Review Committee is made up of both 
LAHR Board members and community members 

interested in helping LAHR connect with the Greater Lansing Area. 
The group will review each proposal submitted, discuss the proposals, 
and choose a group of them for the LAHR Board to review.

My vision for the grant process is similar to my thoughts on LAHR 
and what amazing things it does every day. LAHR has existed for 
more than 30 years. It has made it through multiple recessions, painful 
government policies, and shifts in the community. Through the change, 
LAHR has moved forward with its head held high. We now work 
to unite local community members with the younger community, 
specifically our college-age community members, to ensure LAHR’s 
continuation and growth. The LAHR grant program is taking steps to 
bring the younger and experienced parts of the community together as 
a stronger group and larger family.

What can we do to work together, to bridge the age gap and help the 
things that make us different become things that unite us? How can we 
continue to grow and learn from one another? LAHR tackles questions 
like these every day and I challenge you to do the same!”
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NO attacks on Iran
NO sanctions on Iran  

NO intervention in Iran
NO assassinations in Iran

Establish a Nuclear Free 
Zone in the Middle East!!
The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice,

working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area. 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Enjoyable Presidential 
Primary
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The Michigan Presidential Primary was held 
February 28, 2012 and the election turned 
out to be positive and enjoyable experience 
for many of us.  LAHR-PAC rated all the 
candidates.  There were two candidates on 
the Repulican ballot rated positive:  Fred 
Karger – Very Positive and Gary Johnson – 
Positive.  Of course, Barack Obama was also 
rated Positive.

Many people within the LGBT 
community voted  for the “out” Fred 
Karger.  Karger worked as a political 
consultant to the campaigns of GOP 
Presidents Gerald Ford, Ronald Reagan 
and George Bush. Most recently, he 
worked against a California ballot 
proposal to ban gay marriage.

Karger is on only six primary 
ballots -- those in Michigan, North 
Carolina, Maryland, California, 
New Hampshire and Puerto Rico.  He 

got 485 votes in New Hampshire, “and I 
probably know every one of those voters,” 
he said.  Karger did much better in Michigan 
receiving 1,225 votes, just 12 votes less than 
Herman Cain.  Of course, the Negative Mitt 
Romney finished first, the Very Negative 
Rick Santorum second,  the Mixed Ron Paul 
third and the Negative Newt Gingrich fourth.

Election night, Fred treated us to a pizza 
party at Sir Pizza and we had the pleasure 
of meeting and talking with him.  (See 
picture.)  We hope he enjoyed his experience 
in Lansing.

Gary Hicks, Shelly Olson, Republican Presidential 
candidate Fred Karger, and Bill Beachler at  

Sir Pizza in Old Town

Positively Speaking
By Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

HIV/AIDS Alliance 
of Michigan 
Reactivates

The HIV/AIDS Alliance of Michigan 
(HAAM) has been reactivated by its 
core member agencies: Lansing Area 
AIDS Network (Central Michigan), 
HIV/AIDS Resource Center (Ypsilanti/
Ann Arbor), Wellness AIDS Services  
(Flint and Genessee County) , CARES  
(Kalamazoo and Southwest Michigan), 
and AIDS Partnership Michigan  
(Metropolitan Detroit). 

The group is a coalition of AIDS Service 
Organizations originally founded 
in 1985. The group deactivated in 
December of 2009, but has continued to 
meet on an informal basis. The leaders 
have been monitoring changes within 
HIV/AIDS leadership, public policy 
and the impact of the Affordable Care 
Act on the future of AIDS services in 
the State of Michigan. The decision was 
reached to reactivate the organization in 
order to provide a more impactful voice 
for providers of AIDS services and the 
individuals and communities which they 
serve. 

Each of the core member agencies 
provide wrap around services including 
medical case management, behavioral 
health services, patient navigators, early 
intervention services, HIV counseling, 
testing and risk reduction, and various 
levels of support services including 
transportation assistance, housing 
assistance, and nutritional services/
food pantry. The member agencies are 
considered front line providers of highly 
targeted services with expertise in 
reaching high risk populations including 
sexual minorities, women, high risk 
young people, communities of color, and 
seniors.

Effective February 1, 2012, HAAM has 
contracted with Wiener Associates, a 
Lansing based full service governmental 
affairs law firm, to provide lobbying and 

(Continued on page 14)
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Staying Positive in 
Negative Times

Sometimes, staying 
positive is easier said 

than done.  I always try to be a positive 
person. But, I admit it can be difficult.  
When faced with negativity, people can 
sometimes become negative themselves.  A 
bad mood goes around quite quickly.  I’m 
sure most of you have either witnessed this 
or had it happen to you.

This is where a choice comes in. You have to 
be able to stop yourself from going down the 
wrong path. This can be very challenging to 
do.  It is something that needs to be learned 
and practiced a lot before you can become 
proficient at it.

Let me give you an example.  I work with 
a few very negative people.  I always love 
the daily greeting exchange.  I will give the 
usual greeting, “Hi, how are you today?”  

The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

Flint Passes Non-Discrimination 
Ordinance

Flint, Michigan, ensured that all 
residents will be treated fairly and 
equally by passing a non-discrimination 
ordinance. The ordinance includes 
crucial protections for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender people in 
housing and public accommodations 
(a previous Flint ordinance already 
protected against discrimination in 
employment).

“This is a great victory for the 
residents of Flint. Equality Michigan 
congratulates the advocates who worked 
tirelessly to bring about this needed 
ordinance and educate fair-minded 
residents about the discrimination that 
gay and transgender people face,” 
said Denise Brogan-Kator, Executive 
Director of Equality Michigan.

(Continued on page 7)(Continued on page 9)

then, comes their equally usual response 
in a snarky tone, “I’m here.”  It is quite 
the emotional pick me up first thing in the 
morning! 

My inner monologue screams, “Why did 
you bother to come in today?” or “Thanks 
for your positive energy!”  But, I just let 
it go and keep on walking. The thought of 
being stuck in a conversation with them just 
makes me cringe.  Some of you may ask 
why I even bother greeting them at all.  Well, 
at my job, I’m the boss and I really need to 
acknowledge everyone every day.  It’s not a 
requirement of my job; I just feel that I need 
to say hi to everyone to show that I value 
them as an employee.  Some managers just 
ignore their employees. They never greet 
them or acknowledge them in any way.  But, 
I digress. That is another article.

At any rate, even if I weren’t the boss or 
even a manager, I would greet them anyway. 
It’s just who I am.  But, it does get under 
your skin when you try to have a smile on 
your face and a skip in your step and then 
someone just pulls the rug out from under 
you and ruins your mood.  But, as I said, I 
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander
 
“Turn, turn, turn…”

Repentance sometimes 
seems like a dirty word.  
We conjure up images of 
a bearded man, wearing 

a sandwich board, standing on a street corner, 
yelling out, “Repent! Turn from your wicked 
ways or face the flames of hell.”  Many of 
us have experienced this very scenario, and 
invariably our lives are characterized as 
“sinful” and we are called to repent or face the 
wrath of God.  It is, without a doubt, one of 
the most nauseating portrayals of the Christian 
faith in my experience.

But here I am, a Christian preacher in the 
midst of Lent, and Lent is a season in the 
Christian church that is characterized by 
repentance.  How can I redeem this word?  
How can I work within this reality?  How 
do I understand repentance, in a way that is 
completely unrelated to that man with the 
sandwich board?

In the midst of this struggle, I remember 
what the word “repent” means.  It means to 
turn away.  To turn away from that which 
is hateful and harmful and destructive, and 
to turn towards God.  To turn away from 
that which poisons our souls and destroys 

our spirits, and to live the love of God.  To 
turn away from that which is ignorance and 
judgmental and violent, and to embrace the 
beauty of God’s creation.

Repentance can also mean “a change of 
mind and heart.”  How many of us in the 
Christian church need to change our minds 
and hearts?  How many of us in the Christian 
church need to welcome, affirm, and 
celebrate our LGBT sisters and brothers?  
How many of us in the Christian church 
need to value love over judgment, inclusion 
over condemnation, affirmation over 
intolerance?  Many of us in the Christian 
church need to repent, to change our minds 
and our hearts, and open the doors wide for 
all of God’s children.

I need to repent.  I need to turn away from 
selfishness, from materialism, from pride.  
And I think the Christian church needs to 
repent, too.  We need to recognize the ways 
in which we have excluded, condemned, 
and alienated many people.  And we need 
to turn.  Towards a God of extravagant love, 
towards of God of uninhibited welcome, 
towards a God of abundant grace.  

All of us need repentance, that is sure.  But 
we don’t need a sandwich board.  Because 
we have something far better.  A God who 
loves us, as we are.  A God who affirms us, 
as we are.  A God who celebrates us, as we 
are.  A God who forgives us, even when we 
fall short.  That’s the kind of God I want to 
serve.  A God who never, ever, threatens me 

with hell, but instead surrounds us all with 
gracious love. 

I am so grateful to be a part of a church 
that welcomes, affirms, and celebrates 
LGBT people.  I am grateful to follow 
in the footsteps of those who are helping 
the church to repent, and turn away from 
hateful, homophobic rhetoric.  And so I am 
thankful for repentance, for those who are 
leading the Christian church towards greater 
wholeness, as we continue on that journey, 
seeking to follow a God of extravagant love.

God bless,
Pastor Kari
Edgewood United Church, UCC
www.edgewooducc.org  

“All residents of Flint, including gay 
and transgender people, should feel safe 
in their own homes,” said local leader 
Nayyirah Shariff. “Nobody should have to 
live in fear that they can be legally kicked 
out of their homes, or denied service in a 
restaurant just because of who they are.”

65% of Michiganders support making 
Michigan an equal opportunity state. Flint 
joins 18 other cities in Michigan, and 
more than 100 across the country who 
have successfully implemented similar 
ordinances.

(Continued from page 6)
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Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison Officer

Vacation Plans

I Spring has sprung!  That means some people 
will be making vacation plans for Spring 
break and beyond.  I wanted to provide a few 
crime prevention tips that will help to protect 

your property while you are away enjoying your vacation.

Have your newspaper delivery stopped or held until you return.

Have your mail delivery stopped or arrange to have a neighbor pick it 
up daily. 

Have an automatic timer on lights that cause them to turn on after dark.

Do not leave valuables in plain view in your parked car.  

Check with your local police department to see if they do vacation 
checks.  If they don’t, arrange to have a friend/neighbor check your 
property while you are away.

Leave a contact number with a friend/neighbor in case they need to 
reach you.

Don’t post on a social networking site that you will be out of town.

These are some common sense ideas that are very easy to do.  Enjoy 
your vacation!  Be safe!

A Resolution Commemorating the 40th Anniversary 
of East Lansing’s First-in-the-Nation Ban on 
Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation

Whereas, on March 7, 1972 the City of East Lansing became 
the first community in the United States to ban employment 
discrimination based on sexual orientation; and

Whereas, this historical milestone was the result of tireless 
community activism by the Gay Liberation Movement, an 
organization based on the campus of Michigan State University; 
and 

Whereas, the East Lansing community prides itself on its 
diversity and on the leading role the City has played in the 
struggle for equal civil rights for lesbian, gay bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) families; and

Whereas, the students, faculty and staff of Michigan State 
University, following in the footsteps of their Gay Liberation 
Movement predecessors, continue to play a central role in the 
movement for LGBT equality; and

Whereas, East Lansing continues to honor the legacy of LGBT 
civil rights pioneers through the work of our Human Relations 
Commission and by opposing efforts to strip communities of 
the ability to recognize the equal rights and dignity of LGBT 
Michiganders, including the very nondiscrimination policy we 
honor today; and

Whereas, today twenty-one states, the District of Columbia and 
over 140 cities across America, including eighteen in Michigan, 
now prohibit employment discrimination based on sexual 
orientation; and

Whereas, numerous communities across Michigan and the 
United States are continuing the work which began in East 
Lansing in 1972 by advocating for nondiscrimination ordinances 
today; now therefore

Be it Resolved that the City Council of the City of East Lansing 
hereby commemorates March 7, 2012 as the 40th Anniversary of 
East Lansing’s first-in the-nation ban on discrimination based on 
sexual orientation; and 

Be it Further Resolved that the City Council of the City of East 
Lansing expresses its admiration and sincere thanks for East 
Lansing residents who are continuing to advocate on behalf of 
LGBT families everyday; and

Be it Finally Resolved that the City Council of the City of 
East Lansing encourages residents to use this anniversary as 
an opportunity to reflect on the work left to be done to ensure 
that our city, state and nation are welcoming to all individuals 
regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity/
expression.
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwoodposterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Out at Work
by Frank Vaco, 
LAHR Board 

Walking around 
corners
Part deux
 
I had people in my 

workshop, unbelievable right? Have you 
ever sent an email to the wrong audience 
and worst of all forget to blind copy? 40 
year anniversary of non discrimination 
policy and yet somewhere in a small 
town in Michigan its still okay to not say 
gay. How do you suppose youth are set 
to grow and mature when they are being 
silenced in the workplace?

The Midwest conference workshop was 
a blast.  I had people talking about how 
they are working and refuse to be silent. 
They just needed the tools such as self 
esteem and personal growth in order to 
function in society.  Some were refused 
when asked to include language that 
would help their clients and customers.  
Is it a real world I wonder, or a straight 
world in which we have to make it queer 
in order to fit in?

Then to show I make mistakes when 
advertising for an event, I had placed 
every contact I had in an email message. 
I forget to blind copy and forgot who my 
audience was intended to receive such 
news.  Let’s say I don’t think President 
Obama will be writing a check out for 
a local small town event. You have 
received these kinds of notices before 

asking for donations? Though as you 
have seen they remember to blind copy 
their contact list and send it to their lists 
of people who opted in to receive such 
notices. I didn’t give anyone a chance 
or care, I just wanted to get my message 
out there.

Way to go East Lansing on their 
celebration of 40 years of a non 
discrimination policy. Hard to imagine 
that pigs are not flying, sky is falling or 
anything weird besides people actually 
working safely in our community. 
Unless your in a small town with no 
protections and receive every once 
in a while a knock on your door by a 
religious community or flier in your mail 
box saying you are not doing enough 
to get out of hell?  I bet this happens 
in East Lansing too but you have 
room to breathe a sigh of relief? You 
don’t believe that is the values of your 
neighborhood.

No wonder the youth are growing up 
and escaping our unfair state that does 
not protect from job discrimination or 
hate crimes against our community. Just 
as I heard in the workshop, just as I was 
typing that message, and just because in 
a small town, we are all looking to be 
heard. I haven’t really heard your voice 
lately. What’s on your mind let me know 
at vacaafrank@gmail.com .

All I’m Saying
(Continued from page 6)

just give a short smile and walk away.  Some 
people would allow that short interaction 
determine the way they are going to greet 
everyone else that morning. They would 
stop smiling and walk past everyone else.  
Nope, can’t do that!

You have now spread the bad mood. You 
have to blow it off and keep on going. 

As I said, it will be difficult to do at first for a 
lot of people. You just have to remember that 
they are the negative ones, not you. Why let 
someone else’s negativity influence how you 
act? YOU are better than that!

Tell me what you think. Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome.  
Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com .
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Large Luxury 1 Bedroom
One block from downtown. Large luxury 1 bedroom up-
per unit. $750 plus utilities. Security deposit. Complete-
ly new inside. All new appliances, dishwasher, washer/
dryer, microwave, two gas fireplaces, large master 
bedroom with walk-in closets, large upper deck, shared 
2 car garage, large lower deck with gazebo.

Large Luxury Efficiency
Country living- Large luxury efficiency. Overlooks 
Portland dam. Acres of landscaped grounds. $800 plus 
utilities. Security deposit. New appliances with shared 
washer/dryer. Partially furnished with sectional, coffee 
table and large, new California King bed and mattress.
and 52” flatscreen over large stone fireplace.

Must have good credit history and references.  
No smoking in units.

Apartments for Rent
Portland MI

Gay Owner - Contact Dave at 
517-896-6720 

or email me at midmichproperties@hotmail.com

Marilyn Bowen and 
Penny Gardner

15 loving years.  
April 20th 

Friday Dinner Group
by Gary Hicks,  
Host

Going Greek
At Zeus Coney 
Island

The April Friday 
night dinner will be held at Zeus 
Coney Island, 6525 S. Pennsylvania 
Ave., in Lansing on Friday, April 20, 
at 6:30 pm. Zeus is located between 
Edgewood Boulevard and I-96, across 
from the Meijer store.
 
Zeus features both Greek and 
American diner fare. Greek menu 
items include gyros, Greek salads, 
moussaka, lamb and chicken kabobs, 
and saganaki (flaming cheese). 
American entrees include pan fried 
walleye, strip steak, jumbo shrimp, 
broiled cod, fish and chips and the 
usual assortment of sandwiches. Zeus 
usually offers a steak and shrimp 
special, and a fish and macaroni and 

cheese special, as well as creamy 
clam chowder, on Friday nights. Their 
complete menu can be viewed at 
zeusconeyisland.com .

These monthly dinners provide an 
opportunity to meet with others in 
the local LGBT community and 
socialize over a casual meal.  Friends, 
family members, and partners are 
always welcome.  We usually dine 
at independently-owned restaurants 
where a satisfying meal can be 
purchased for ten dollars or less.

Please RSVP to garyhickslaw@aol.
com  by 3 pm on Friday, April 20, if 
you plan to attend so we know how 
much seating to request.

Breakfast Club Fun
by Bill Beachler, LAHR Host

The LAHR Breakfast Club will be getting together Saturday, 
April 28th, at 10:00 a.m. at the Frandor Flap Jack.  
 
LAHR Board members Cindy Redman and her partner Pam 
also usually attend. The Breakfast Club normally meets 
on the fourth Saturday each month.  We do not change 
our location every month, but we do sometimes change 
it.  We always post a notice about the Breakfast Club on 
the LAHR List Service.  If you do not participate in this 
excellent service, read the Know What’s Happening article 
in this issue.  You may also call me or email anytime – see 
below. 
 
The Breakfast Club is an excellent opportunity for 
the LGBT community and our families and friends to 
get together, enjoy good food, meet new friends, and 
discuss current issues and events without having any 
responsibilities.  
 
Everyone is welcome!!  
 
If you have any questions, please call Bill at 337-1419 or 
email beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call Cindy at 643-0956 
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A Lansing Connection
Victory Against Bullying

from the Internet

The Anoka-Hennepin school district 
(home of Michele Bachmann in 
the Minneapolis, Minnesota area) 
agreed to a settlement put forth by 
the Southern Poverty Law Center; 
National Center for Lesbian Rights; 
Faegre Baker Daniels; Culberth & 
Lienemann; and the U.S. departments 
of Justice and Education on behalf 
of six students from the district. The 
complaint that was filed detailed 
findings that students in the district 
were subject to a hostile environment, 
had faced severe and pervasive 
harassment, and that the District 
knew that their responses to the 
harassment were inadequate because 
the harassment continued and, in some 
cases, even escalated. (Representatives 
from the school district actually 
defended their anti-gay policies and 
practices on CNN even after eight 
suicides in two years within the 
district.)

This is a huge victory and it is hoped 
things will get better in school districts 
across the country – maybe even in 
Michigan.  The Gay Equity Team (GET) 
was a grassroots group behind much of the 
groundbreaking work to support LGBT 
and bullied students in Anoka-Hennepin.  
GET founder Robin Mavis had this to say:

“The biggest 
thing that helped 
me was having 
[OutFront 
Minnesota Legal 
Director] Phil 
Duran (former 
LAHR Board 
member and 
MSU graduate- 
see picture) 
come to that first 
night. Because 
of my respect 
for Outfront and what they do, having 
someone there from that organization 
confirmed that what we were doing 
and about to form was really needed by 
the community. So I guess in a sense it 
brought a bit of legitimacy to form as 
an organization and that this group was 
something that could last beyond one 

meeting.”

Here are some of 
the terms of the 
settlement:

• Retain the 
Great Lakes 
Equity Center, 
an equity 
assistance center 
based at Indiana 
University-
Purdue University 
Indianapolis 
to provide a 

comprehensive, systemic review 
and recommend revisions to district 
policies and practices related to 
sex and sexual-orientation related 
harassment. 

• Fully investigate reports of 
harassment; escalate remedial efforts 
through additional measures when 
students are harassed on a repeated 
basis; and mitigate the effects of 
harassment that occurs. 

• Take proactive measures to address 
the hostile environment. 

• Develop procedures for parental 
notification while maintaining 
sensitivity to a student’s right of 
privacy relating to their real or 
perceived orientation or gender 
identity. 

• Hire a district-level, harassment-
prevention official who will 
help lead the district’s efforts 
to “eliminate and prevent 
future instances of harassment 
in its education programs and 
activities.” This official will be 
referred to as a Title IX/Equity 
Coordinator who will ensure the 
district complies with its legal 
obligations to protect students from 
harassment; implement district 
policies and procedures relating 
to sex and sexual-orientation 
based harassment; monitor all 
complaints of such discrimination 
and harassment; identify trends or 
common areas of concern related 
to compliance; and coordinate 
between and among school and 
district staff, students, and parents 
related to addressing and preventing 
harassment. 

(Continued on page 14)

Former LAHR Board 
member, MSU graduate, 

and current OutFront 
Minnesota Legal  

Director Phil Duran.
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(Continued from page 3)

East Lansing

“And in East Lansing’s case, it would also legalize discrimination based on gender identity and expression, as well as student 
status,” says Triplett. “The bill bans communities from adopting ordinances that are more inclusive than the state’s Elliott-
Larsen Civil Rights Act, and none of those categories, sexual orientation, gender identity, and student status, none of them are 
covered by the Elliot-Larsen Act.”

The East Lansing City Council passed a resolution commemorating the anniversary of the gay rights ordinance. (See the 
Resolution in this issue of the newsletter.) They presented it to former council member George Griffiths, who voted for the 
ordinance 40 years ago, and to Mark Doebler, head of the MSU Alliance of Queer and Ally Students. 

So, as East Lansing marks this historic event, just 
down the street at the state Capital, the legislature 
is considering a bill that would roll back the policy 
that the city is celebrating. 
Michael Carman will send an electronic copy 
of his thesis to anyone who emails a request to 
carmanmi@msu.edu.

(Publisher’s Note – I appreciated the opportunity to 
meet with many people mentioned above, including the 
reporters for the City Pulse, Lansing State Journal, 
past LAHR President William Sawyer-Todd, and 
especially MSU student Michael Carman.  I also 
appreciated learning that a straight student would 
choose an LGBT topic for his thesis.  See picture.)

Bill Beachler and MSU student Michael Carman at Red Lobster
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Reflections
from R Cole Bouck, 
MI-Goal President

As Michigan Gay 
Officers Action League 

(MI-GOAL) has been training staff of the 
Ingham Co. Sheriff’s Office on the subject 
of ‘Law Enforcement and LGBT’, one of 
the topics our trainers speak about is the 
importance of recognizing and understanding 
the historical disconnect between law 
enforcement and the LGBT community, in 
terms of inclusion, trust and respect. Though 
it has improved greatly in some areas, much 
work still needs to be done.

We must always remember how our 
(LGBT) civil rights movement was 
sparked in 1967, and again in 1968; it 
continues yet today to shape the attitudes 
of many in our community towards law 
enforcement. To this day and regardless of 
circumstances - perhaps most particularly 
among older persons in our community, but 
not exclusively - simply being confronted 
by the ‘uniform’ itself stirs up feelings of 
discomfort and suspicion.

The following article from The Advocate 
(March 2012, pages 18-19) is a reminder 
of where we have come from.  My hope is 
that pieces of history such as this continue to 
lead those of us serving in the professions, 
as we seek to build bridges between law 
enforcement, criminal justice, and the LGBT 
community, and as we seek to assure our 
LGBT brothers and sisters that they have 
a well deserved place in these professions, 
should they so choose.

“If you would understand anything, observe 
its beginning and its development.”
- Aristotle

ADVOCATE

Revisiting the Black Cat

In 1967 the world forever changed for LGBTs, 
whether they knew it then or not, with a 
momentous night at an unassuming gay bar in 
Los Angeles.  For the gay patrons of the Black 
Cat tavern in the Silver Lake neighborhood 
of Los Angeles, it was a disheartening start 
to 1967.  As balloons dropped from the 
ceiling to mark the New Year, undercover 

cops ripped Christmas decorations from the 
walls, brandished guns, then beat and cuffed 
14 people. Two men arrested for kissing were 
later forced to register as sex offenders; one 
bartender suffered a ruptured spleen. Violent 
police raids on queer bars weren’t uncommon 
in the ‘60s, but this time the gays didn’t let it 
slide.

Weeks after the arrests, protesters stood for 
days in front of the Black Cat, demanding an 
end to LAPD intimidation, humiliation, and 
brutality. The actions at the Black Cat, now 
a Los Angeles historic-cultural monument, 
galvanized Richard Mitch and partner
Bill Rau. They took over the newsletter of a 
local gay rights organization called PRIDE 
(Personal Rights in Defense and Education) 
and turned it into a small news magazine,
which they renamed The Los Angeles 
Advocate. The first issue was dated 
September
1967. Two years later The Advocate reported 
on the Stonewall riots in New York City.
As we celebrate 45 years of The Advocate’s 
history, we look both inward, to our long 
record of reporting on the struggle for LGBT 
rights, and outward, to a new generation of 
activists carrying the torch for equality.
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• Work with the Equity Center, Title 
IX/Equity Coordinator to develop 
improved and effective trainings, 
consistent with best practices, 
on harassment for all students 
and employees who interact with 
students. 

• Ensure that a counselor or other 
qualified mental health professional 
to be available during school hours 
for students in need. 

• Hire a mental health consultant 
to review and assess current 
practices in the district relating to 
assisting students who are subject to 
harassment. 

• Strengthen its annual anti-bullying 
survey. 

• Enhance a recently formed 
harassment-prevention task force 
to advise the district regarding how 
to best foster a positive educational 
climate. 

• Work with the Equity Center 
to identify hot spots in district 
schools where harassment is most 
problematic, including outdoor 
locations and on school buses, and 
work with the equity consultant to 
develop corrective actions. 

• A lump sum of $270,000 was 
awarded to the plaintiffs and their 
families. 

• The District will partner with the 
Department of Justice over the next 
five years to help implement the 
work listed earlier. 

(Continued from page 11) (Continued from page 5)

Lansing Connection Positively Speaking

consulting services.  Elizabeth L. Weihl, 
Partner at Wiener Associates, will work 
with the organization. 

“We are very pleased, to once again 
collaborate as a group to provide a 
public venue for our positions and 
concerns about HIV/AIDS. It is an 
issue each agency feels total passion 
and commitment to.  We bring a 
tremendous amount of knowledge 
to the table, and it is time we raised 
our voices again, particularly as the 
state of Michigan and the federal 
government works its way through 
health care reform.  All the member 
agencies have been on the front 
line of one of this country’s most 
challenging and frightening health 
epidemics.  We know a great deal 
from that experience, and are prepared 
to share our knowledge in a way no 
other group can,” stated Barbara 
Murray, Executive Director of AIDS 
Partnership Michigan.

The Lansing Area AIDS Network is a 
proud participant in that group.  Jacob 
Distel echoed the sentiment of HAAM 
spokesperson Barbara Murray. “The 
Lansing Area AIDS Network has 
been on the frontlines in the battle 
against AIDS since the earliest days 
of the pandemic.  LAAN was one of 
the original members of HAAM and 
was founded in 1985 as a grassroots 
organization by concerned community 
volunteers who understood the threat 
and the urgency that the earliest days 
of HIV/AIDS represented.  Like AIDS 
Service Organizations across Michigan 
and the United States, LAAN is better 
equipped than others in dealing with 
the complicated, widely spread, and 
unique needs of those individuals living 
with HIV and those individuals and 
communities at highest risk for HIV 
transmission and infection. Just as 
important gains are being made in both 
the treatment and prevention of HIV it 
is important to remember that the battle 
is not over and to understand the unique 
role that agencies such as LAAN must 
continue to play”.
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SUNDAY
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - 11  a.m. - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - 
contact (517) 371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 

Monday at 6pm in Gannon Building Room 304 on LCC Main Campus, 422 
North Washington Square - contact Frank Vaco lccgsasecretary@yahoo.com 
or Jennifer Spenny Spennyj@lcc.edu for more information

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - On hold.  If you have questions, please email Bill at 
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call 337-1419

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United 

Methodist Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 

South Harrison, in East Lansing
•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 

at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for location 

and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 
Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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