
   The LGBT News
Lansing’s LGBT Connection!

LGBT Coalition meets at the Lansing Area AIDS Network 
to discuss the Holt Rest Area.  From left to right:  Gary 

Hicks, LAHR; Bill Beachler, LAHR; R Cole Bouck, 
MI-GOAL; Michelle Bryant, LPD LGBT Liaison Officer; 
Brian McGrain, Ingham County Commissioner; Dennis 
Hall, past LAHR President & ACLU; and Nancy English, 
LAHR.  Not pictured and pactipating by phone were Jay 

Kaplan, ACLU and Nusrat Ventimiglia, Equality Michigan.
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Lugnuts 
Equality 
Night
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

August 13th was an historic, proud, 
and fun night for the many LGBT 
people in attendance at Equality 
Night at the Lugnuts game.  (See the 
pictures.)

First, the Equality Band of Michigan played America the Beautiful and Yankee 
Doodle in what may have been the first time in Michigan history that an LGBT 

AIDS WALK Reminder
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

WALK THE WALK: AIDS WALK

Sunday, September 25, 2011

On Sunday, September 25, 2011, AIDS Walk Michigan Lansing/East 
Lansing will be held at Valley Court Park in East Lansing (behind 
People’s Church). Registration begins 
at 10:00 AM and the Walk will kick-
off at 1:00 PM.  

The Lansing Area AIDS Network 
(LAAN) will again host its annual 
AIDS Walk Event in partnership with 
the MSU Evans Scholars and the MSU 
Chapter of the National Association 
of Black Accountants.  LAAN is 
extremely appreciative of the past support provided by the LGBT 
community of Greater Lansing and is looking forward to that continued 
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Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,  
LGBT Liaison Officer

Holt Rest Area

Change is coming.  I am 
happy to report that I 
was recently approached 
by a representative of 

the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office who 
wanted to discuss a LGBT concern.  The 
Sheriff’s Office recently received a report of 
public sex occurring at the Holt Rest Area.  
For those of you who have been around this 
area, you may recall an undercover sting 
operation was used to combat a similar 
complaint in the 1980’s.  I can’t speak to that 
investigation, as that was before I worked 
for the Lansing Police Department, but I 
remember hearing about the controversy.  
It still strikes a nerve within the LGBT 
community today.
  
I applaud the Ingham County Sheriff’s 
Office for reaching out to the LGBT 
community through me.  I acted in my 

Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell
At 12:01a.m. on September 20th (midnight on September 19th), “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” will be HISTORY!!  Just like the start of a new decade or the turn of 
the millennium, this precise moment will be historic.  At midnight, an actual legal 
restriction will be officially lifted off the shoulders of gay, lesbian, and bisexual 
service members.
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
P.O. Box 6565

East Lansing, MI 48826

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader,

My five year old grandson likes to play dress-up in princess dresses.  When he is not playing dress-up he wears little boy 
clothes.  For Christmas this past year all he wanted from Santa was a Snow White dress.  His parents made sure his wish 
was granted.

A few weeks ago he started kindergarten in a year-round school in Durham, NC.  One day he wore a purple barrette in his 
hair to school, causing much concern among his 14 classmates who told him on no uncertain terms, that only girls wear 
barrettes.   In all his youthful innocence, it made no sense to him that it was not ok for him to wear a barrette.   

In another incident, my precocious, lovely grandson was talking to a little girl about his beautiful princess dress.  His conversation was 
overheard by other of his classmates who proceeded to tell him that it was wrong for a little boy to have a princess dress.     

The little boy didn’t tell his mom of these occurrences, but his mom heard about them from the mom of one of his classmates.  My daughter 
called me looking for some solace to her concern about what lies ahead for her dear son who might wear a purple barrette in his hair or let slip 
that he likes to play dress up in his princess dress.  “How could it start so soon”, she asked?  “He is so certain it is perfectly ok for him wear a 
barrette; he doesn’t even know he is being made fun of.  He doesn’t understand. He is so innocent”.

 Damn, aren’t five year olds supposed to be innocent? 

The teacher, when consulted, suggested to my daughter that this is a turning point for our little boy.   Either he will conform—at which point my 
eyes fill with tears —or he will learn how to negotiate his interests with his classmates:  a turning point for a five year old, lovely, sweet, kind, 
and generous little boy?  OMG!   Is it likewise a turning point for the other little one’s in his class?  Will they be taught about difference?  Will 
they be aided in developing an appreciation for all the similarities and differences within their community of peers?  

The teacher’s name is Scott. As a teaching moment, I suggested to my daughter that perhaps Scott could start wearing a purple barrette to 
school.  

When I spoke of these events to my partner Marilyn after work today, her wonderment was how do kindergarten kids know that girls wear 
purple barrettes and boys don’t.  Exactly!  Think about it.  At five years old, when kids have seen kids and grown-ups of both sexes wear pony 
tails, pants, tennis shoes, and other ambiguous signs of sex and gender, are things as subtle as a barrette problematic?  

Where is Sesame Street these days?  

Of course our worry is that indeed it may be a turning point in my grandson’s life, but it is one, we who are gender non-conforming in a 
multitude of ways, are constantly facing.  What we wish for, more than almost anything in the world, is that at least it mustn’t happen to the 
little ones among us.   Somehow the little ones are protected, aren’t they?  

Ah, apparently not.  Honoring my daughter, the baby daddy, and their son!

Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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Walking the Beat Lugnuts

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

517 483-4188 office
517 482-0213 home

cwood@lansingmi.gov (email)
carolwood.posterous.com (blog)
carolwoodforlansing.com (web site)

Serving you on Council since 2000

capacity as a liaison officer by putting 
the Sheriff’s Office in contact with 
several LGBT organizations who were 
more than happy to assist them with this 
complaint.  I met with representatives 
of the Lansing Association for Human 
Rights (LAHR), the Michigan Gay 
Officer’s Action League (MI-GOAL), 
Equality Michigan, and the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Michigan 
(ACLU).  (See picture and refer to 
letter inside this issue.)  We met and 
discussed how the LGBT community 
can assist law enforcement with this 
complaint.  It was a very productive 
meeting.  Our ideas will be forwarded to 
the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office for 
consideration.  It will be their decision 
how they want to address the complaint, 
but reaching out to include the LGBT 
community in the process was a very 
positive change from the past.

As law enforcement, we uphold the law.  
We have a responsibility to investigate 
complaints of illegal activity.  Public 
sexual activity- whether heterosexual or 
homosexual- is illegal.  Law enforcement 
has every right to arrest those individuals 
involved and to charge them with a 
crime.  It is important to note that it is the 
illegal behavior that is being targeted, not 
specifically the people who are involved in 
the illegal behavior.  

I am confident that our efforts to work 
together as a community can resolve this 
issue.  I hope this new approach can be a 
model for the future.  

band performed at a 
baseball game.  The 
large crowd sang along 
with the band and was 
supportive.

LAHR, Michigan Pride 
and MI-GOAL each 
purchased 20 tickets 
to the game.  The large 
LGBT block of 60 
sounded their approval, when 
each group was announced 
during the game.  In 
addition to the visibility 
at the game, both the 
Lansing State Journal and 
the City Pulse announced 
Equality Night in their 
papers.

Equality Band of Michigan performs at the Lugnuts game.

Part of the LGBT LAHR, Michigan Pride and MI-GOAL sec-
tion in the crowd at the Lugnuts game.
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

The Sad State of 
Television

Ok.  Here I go again.  
I’m on a rant.  Yet 
ANOTHER smart, 
thought provoking 

show that I enjoy has been cancelled!  
I am about ready to just give up TV 
altogether.

 My partner has been trying to get me 
to cancel our cable for a couple of years 
now.  He rarely watches any TV.  He 
catches anything he wants to watch 
either on HULU or something else.  Not 
me.  I’m stupid and either watch it on 
TV or DVR it and watch it when I can.  
It would be a great savings for us.  Cable 
has gotten ridiculous.

 What irritates me is how dumbed down 
most television shows are.  For me, I 
don’t watch any reality TV.  Personally, 
I can’t stand the crap that is churned 
out as “entertainment”.   I prefer shows 
that make you think and challenge your 
imagination.  Anything that is cerebral, 
most people can’t watch because they 
just don’t get it.  It is way beyond them.  
That is sad.  They would rather watch 
the “housewives” slap each other around 
and see how many nasty names they 
can call each other.  It’s either that or 
see how drunk and stupid the kids on 
“Jersey Shore” are acting.  HeeHee!  So 
much fun!  NOT!

 I have had two casualties this year.  I 
really was enjoying “Caprica”, then 
Cancelled!  I also was mesmerized by 
“V”, then Cancelled!  “Fringe” almost 
got cancelled after its first season but, 

Roller Derby
September 17, 2011 - Demonstration Hall

Buy tickets online at:

Experience the excitement of
Mitten Mavens Roller Derby

www.MittenMavens.net for tickets and more information

www.mittenmavens.net

Rainbow Bout - September 17th
Mitten Mavens vs. Eastside Derby Girls
Demonstration Hall, MSU’s campus

Doors open at 6pm • Bout begins at 7pm

Tickets:
Adults $10 at the Door / $8 presale
Students $8 at the door / $6 presale
Kids 10 & under FREE

Like Us: www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

Fundraiser for MSU LGBT Resource Center & The Red Cross of Michigan

Come Watch Us!

was saved.  A few years ago, two shows 
came out in the same year that were 
really quite intriguing, “Invasion” and 
“Surface”.  Both were cancelled after 
the first season with huge cliffhangers!  I 
know none of these shows can compare 
to Kim Kardashian having her rear end 
x-rayed to prove she doesn’t have butt 
implants but, they were quite good.

I would cancel cable except that a lot 
of the shows I watch are not available 
online.  One show I just finished 
watching was “Gordon Ramsay’s Great 
Escape”.  It is a cooking show where he 
travels to exotic countries to learn the 
cuisine.  Other than the DVR, I had no 
other options to watch it.  I also really 
enjoy the “Graham Norton Show” and 
that is nowhere to be found other than 
on BBC.  Can’t download it or watch on 
HULU. 

 So, there I am, stuck.  About 90% of 
the channels I pay for, I don’t watch.  I 
propose the cable companies allow us 
to pick and choose what channels we 
pay for!  I would only pay for about 
10 channels and that would be it!  Of 
course, I would miss watching “Coco 
loves Ice Cream” 
or whatever that 
show is but, I think 
I could handle it.

Tell me what you 
think.  Comments 
(hopefully positive) 
are always 
welcome.  Write me 
at allimsaying@
yahoo.com 

We are trying to put together a team to take 
pledges and participate in Jackson’s second 
annual AIDS-Walk on September 24. We 
only need a few people to have a good 
showing, but we were noticeably absent last 
fall. PFLAG Jackson remains committed to 
the fight against HIV/AIDS; let’s show we 
have not forgotten!  

It’s that time again!  Our popular Awards 
Banquet is set for October 22! We need 
nominations!  In the past we have given 
awards for activism, youth leadership, ally 
award, mission award, and board award.  We 
look for someone who has been involved 
in Jackson and has some connection to 
PFLAG.  

Jackson, Michigan

(Continued on page 5)
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander

Family Pride

This month, 
Edgewood will 
host our 4th Annual 

Family Pride Carnival.  It is one 
of my favorite fall events, with a 
moonwalk, cake walk, snow cones, 
games, bounce house, balloon 
animals, face painting, crafts, and 
more.  We provide hotdogs and 
veggie dogs, and then invite people 
to bring side dishes and desserts to 
share.  It is a great community event, 
where we join together for fun, but 
to also affirm the beauty of LGBT 
families and celebrate God’s love for 
all of us.
 
Our children and youth create 
signs for the event, signs loudly 
proclaiming that “Love Makes a 
Family” and that “God Loves Us 

All!”  And then, we just get together 
and have fun.  Because really, that is 
something to celebrate!  It is worth 
celebrating the love that binds us 
together, and God’s love for each and 
every one of us.

The joy at the event often reflects 
to me the joy that we can have, as 
a society and as a country and as a 
world, once we start living out the 
belief that we are all of equal value, 
all of equal worth, all equally loved 
by God.  Once we get to the place 
where we can honor and respect 
one another, joy flows forth.  I see 
it each year at the Family Pride 
Carnival.  I see it each Sunday at 
Edgewood Church.  And I hope to 
see it more and more in our society 
as we progress in the ways of justice 
and equality.

You are more than invited to join us 
in this celebration of family pride!  It 
will be on Sunday, September 18th, 
from noon until 3pm, at Edgewood 
UCC, 469 N. Hagadorn, East 
Lansing.  It is a free event open to 

all people, so that together we can 
celebrate LGBT families and allies, 
as we envision a future full of joy, 
justice, and equality.

Hope to see you there!

God bless!
Pastor Kari
Edgewood United Church, UCC
www.edgewooducc.org

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK!  We will 
post meeting info, events, photos (with 
permission), and comments, using the usual 
FB format!  Remember that Facebook is 
very public.  Search for us by name, Pflag 
Jackson.

Also, visit our Website  http://www.
jacksonpflag.com/  Thank you so much for 
your support! Question? Call 517-750-3045 

(Continued from page 4)

PFLAG
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(Continued from page 1)

AIDS Walk

support for this year’s event.  The 
Equality Band of Michigan and Lansing 
OUT (formerly Greater Lansing Gay 
Men’s Chorus) have been committed 
partners for many years. Below you will 
find more information about AIDS Walk 
2011 Lansing/East Lansing.

Your support this year is vitally 
important.  During the recent past, 
LAAN has witnessed escalating need 
and decreased funding for several 
programming areas.  Fortunately, LAAN 
has been successful in identifying 
different revenues and continuing 
those services which the community so 
critically needs, including direct client 
assistance to individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS and prevention services to 
those communities most at risk for HIV 
infection.  A significant portion of that 
revenue is a result of signature events 
such as AIDS Walk.  This year, LAAN 
is hoping to net approximately $20,000.  
With your assistance we are hoping to 
realize that goal.

AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing 
receives tremendous support from 
many community partners including 
the LGBT community.  The community 
has generously supported the Walk 
through Individual Walkers and Walk 
Teams.  The past support provided 
by Lansing OUT (formerly Greater 
Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus, the Equality 
Band of Michigan, has been extremely 
helpful.  In addition to performing at 
past events, both groups have served 
as In-Kind Sponsors.  The Chorus has 
assumed the enormous task of providing 
a luncheon after the walk for over 
400 individual walkers.  The Band 
had taken responsibility for providing 
a breakfast prior to the walk.  The 
Michigan Gay Officers Action League 
(MI-GOAL) officially joined the event 
as a well represented Walk Team last 
year and donated approximately $2,000. 
LAAN is deeply appreciative of those 
monumental efforts. 

Please be cognizant of that old adage; 
and “Don’t just talk the talk, but walk 
the walk!”  Join us for a wonderful 
event at AIDS Walk Lansing/East 

Lansing 2011.  You may contact Jacob 
Distel at the LAAN office, 517-394-
3719, Ext. 13. for more information 
about the event or to discuss the 
opportunity to set up a booth.  You can 
also check out the Walk website: www.
aidswalkmichigan.org, simply scrolling 
to the Lansing/East Lansing page.

LAHR Congratulates 
Battle Creek Pride
by Bill Beachler, Publisher
 
As a member of BC Pride, I was pleased 
to read that BC Pride was successful 
when they attended a Battle Creek City 
Commission meeting and received a 
Proclamation for LGBT Pride Month at 
this historic event.  BC Pride was very 
proud to see the standing ovation from 
several commissioners and audience 
members when the Proclamation was 
approved.
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

America the Beautiful
by Nancy English, 
LAHR Board

For some years 
now, I have not 
participated in 
singing songs 
about, saluting 
flags or any other 

type of typical United States rah-rah 
patriotism. I have been too angry about 
the heterosexism, misogyny, sexism, 
racism and insane military politics in 
this country to do so. 

But there is one song I may consider 
singing along with, “America the 
Beautiful” written by Katharine 
Lee Bates who, according to some 
historians, was a lesbian. After 
doing some online research I found 
that Katharine Lee Bates was born 
in Falmouth, Massachusetts on 
August 12, 1859. She graduated 
from Wellesley College in 1880 and 
later became a professor of English 
and head of the English department 

there. She authored many volumes of 
poetry, travel books and children’s 
books throughout her life. She wrote 
“America the Beautiful” after viewing 
the Colorado landscape from the top of 
Pike’s Peak. Bates died in Wellesley, 
Massachusetts on March 28, 1929. She 
was inducted into the Songwriter’s 
Hall of Fame in 1970. 

Ms. Bates lived with Katharine 
Coman for twenty-five years. Their 
relationship has been described as a 
“romantic friendship” or as a “Boston 
marriage” (meaning they were very 
close friends but there was no sexual 
component to their relationship). The 
local historical society in Falmouth 
claims Bates relationship with Coman 
was platonic. But as many of us know, 
lesbian relationships, especially of 
that time period, are often debated as 
whether or not they are friendships 
or intimate partnerships. Bates wrote, 
however, after Coman died in 1915, 
“So much of me died with Katharine 
Coman that I’m sometimes not quite 
sure whether I’m alive or not.” I 
believe that quote says it all.

I have been doing some thinking for a 
while about minorities who give, and 
have given so much to this country, 
only to be treated so unfairly. The 
Tuskegee Airmen come to mind, U.S. 
citizens of Japanese descent put in 
internment camps in the U.S. during 
WW II, women who were in the armed 
services, Native Americans, and, of 
course, the lesbians and gay men who 
have served this country in so many 
ways. Somehow, so many of these 
people, while perhaps being angry at 
their injustice, gave so much to make 
this country a better place for everyone 
even for the people who caused them 
so much pain. So I decided that it is 
okay to be angry about some things but 
that I should let go of any bitterness 
I feel toward those privileged people 
who want to keep that privilege all for 
themselves. In their honor I will sing a 
few stanzas of that old patriotic song, 
“America the Beautiful” written by 
a woman, who just happened to be a 
lesbian, Katharine Lee Bates. 

7September 2011



Out at Work
by Frank Vaco, 
LAHR Board

Emotion at Work

Are you happy in the 
work you are doing? 
As my co worker 
throws a goo-sh ball 
at my desk. Yes, I can 

chuckle. It’s okay to smile, you’re at work. 
The pressure of anyone finding out that I am 
advocate has been replaced with how will I 
screw up? That’s not really good, for stress and 
anxiety will affect your work performance. 

It’s okay to cry at work; it’s okay to make 
a mistake; it’s okay to be gay? If only these 
options in our society were totally allowed. 
You are somewhat dared to showing emotion 
when things are placed in such a tight rational 
of the job needs to get done. There is Personal 
and Professional time.  Unless you have taken 
a time management course and live by it, oh 
let’s face it when you get a paper cut you are 
going to feel pain. It would be cruel to let 
you continue to work when you are bleeding 
everywhere. Such is self doubt, you’ve got to 
be comfortable with yourself. 

Luckily I found a good work area which 
you can be chill and still show margins of 
improvement.  It was a stressful day and my 
employer decided to show a quick icebreaker. 
Did we all see the top ten on David Letterman 
of songs rejected by Josh Groban?  Funny.  
Wish more of my bosses had taught me to take 
a moment of solitude to collect my thoughts 
and regain composure.  Ease the tension in 
the room of wanting to hide and not be social 
outward.  I guess I was scared of being shamed 
and ridiculed for what I do on the outside of 
work.

Someone answered one of my questions! Q: 
Does your workplace make you laugh? Are 
you joker gay? Are you all serious 100% of 
the time at work?  A:  I am a little bit of both 
when it comes to my workplace. I feel there 
are times when both are appropriate and both 
can be effective in the strategic and creative 
execution of projects, operations, marketing, 
merchandising, etc. 

I never got why people posted comics on the 
walls of their work areas. Words of wisdom 
to live by from Garfield? Yes, the orange and 
black cat who eats, sleeps, and keeps his owner 
John Happy. If only we could all eat lasagna 
and be lazy. So what motivates you? Let me 
know at Vacaafrank@gmail.com .

LAHR Needs 
YOU!@
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The LAHR Annual 
Meeting will be held 

in conjunction with the Lansing AIDS 
Walk.  On Sunday, September 25, 
2011, the Lansing Area AIDS Network 
(LAAN) will again host its annual 
AIDS Walk.  As LAHR has done for 
several years, the Annual Meeting will 
be held outside, weather permitting, 
at Valley Court Park in East Lansing 
following the AIDS Walk lunch – 
usually around 2:30 p.m.
 
LAHR encourages you to attend the 
AIDS Walk and hear the LanSINGout 
Gay Men’s Chorus, the Equality 
Band of Michigan and other 
activities (see front page article for 
more information).

At the LAHR Annual Meeting, we 
will be electing people to the LAHR 
Board of Directors.  We currently have 
a couple of vacancies and would like 
to have YOU join our Board.  If you 
have questions or are interested please 
contact our President, Penny Gardner, 
at  484-4512 or email marydrpenny@
yahoo.com or myself at 337-1419 or 
email beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

In July, an 
alarming number 
of hate crimes 
were reported to 
us. Victims from 
Grand Rapids 
to Detroit told 
us stories of 

both verbal and physical assault. These 
appalling incidents are part of a disturbing 
trend in Michigan: hate violence against 
gay and transgender citizens is not 
slowing. Statistics just released by the 
National Coalition of Anti-Violence 
Programs confirmed that anti-gay and 
anti-transgender hate violence increased 
nationally by 13% from 2009 to 2010.

We’re here to support victims of hate 
violence and demand that Michigan 
legislators pass and enforce a 
comprehensive hate crimes law that 
includes gay and transgender victims. 
While overwhelming public support is 
growing for including LGBT people in 
hate crime laws, Michigan is still one of 
the states that doesn’t. We’ll keep you 
posted when lawmakers return from their 
summer break in the fall.

To report harassment or violence based 
on sexual orientation or gender identity, 
call us at 866-962-1147. 
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Friday Dinner Group
by Gary Hicks,  
LAHR Board

September LGBT 
Dinner at  
Bangkok House

The September LGBT 
dinner will be held at the Bangkok House, at the 
corner of Cedar

and Saginaw in Lansing, on Friday, September 
16, at 6:30 pm. The Bangkok House serves 
delicious Thai food at moderate prices.

These dinners are held the third Friday of each 
month at a different restaurant in the Lansing 
area and provide an opportunity to socialize over 
a casual meal.  We welcome all members of the 
Lansing area LGBT community, including MSU, 
LCC, and Cooley students, as well as friends and 
family members.  Whether you come on your 
own or bring a friend or partner, please join us for 
dinner!

RSVP to Gary Hicks at garyhickslaw@aol.com  
by 3 pm on Friday, September 16, if you plan to 
attend so we know how much seating to request.

MSU Students to Host 2013 MBLGTACC
 
MSU Students Win Bid to Host 2013 Midwest Bisexual, Lesbian, Gay, Transgender, and 
Ally College Conference

 The Midwest Bisexual, Lesbian, Gay, Transgender, and Ally College conference 
(MBLGTACC) is the largest LBGTA college conference in the United States.  It is an 
annual conference held to promote leadership, activism, networking, diversity, health, 
and empowerment among gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, intersex, and allied 
students, staff, and faculty around the United States and Canada

The first conference was held in Iowa in 1993 and has since expanded beyond the 
midwest, with approximately 2,000 attendees annually from nearly all 50 states and 
Canada in the past few years.  In 2013, there will be a unique opportunity to also 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the conference!

 The theme of the 2013 conference, “Mosaic: Putting the Pieces Together,” will convey 
the need for solidarity and acceptance throughout the community.  The purpose is 
to bring all partici! pants together as one group consisting of a diverse set of people. 
Since the community still faces great challenges in unity between the many “letters,” 
this conference will attempt to bring together the many  intersecting identities of our 
community to promote understanding.

 The MBLGTACC 2013 Planning Coalition,is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, 
and a registered student organization at MSU.  The team is headed by a group of five 
directors, each leading a committee to execute specific tasks.  The team would welcome 
consultation from alumni who have experience with large scale event planning, 

MSU Homecoming Excitement 
Football and homecoming are just around the corner.  With 
powerhouse Wisconsin coming to town and MSU predicted to win 
the Big Ten, excitement is in the air in East Lansing.  The MSU 
GLBT Alumni Association is expecting this excitement to also be 
present at our sixth annual MSU Homecoming party / reception on 
Friday October 21, 2011, following the MSU Homecoming Parade.  
This exciting party will take place from 6:30 to 9:30 in the spacious 
Red Cedar Room with fireplace at the Kellogg Center.
 

This fun event will include excellent food (do not 
eat dinner in advance),  a cash bar including soda, 
free coffee, our beautiful green, white & purple 
décor, background music, and the opportunity 
to meet the 2011-2012 LGBT scholarship 
recipients.  This is also an opportunity to network 

with other grads and to meet many new friends – MSU grads, 
faculty & staff, students, Wisconsin guests and especially all 
friends of MSU.  You may park free in the Kellogg Center parking 
ramp. Tickets will be sold at the door for $20 per person. 

For more information, contact Bill Beachler at beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net.  We thank our sponsors the Greater Lansing 
Convention & Visitors Bureau and the MSU Federal Credit 
Union.  Check out our excellent website at https://www.msu.
edu/~glbtalum/ .
 
 Everyone is invited!!  

(Continued on page 13)
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Primary Election Results
by Bill Beachler, LAHR PAC

The Primary local election results were 
as predicted – POSITIVE.  All of the 
candidates on the ballot were positive 
and all the candidates who won were, 
therefore, positive – the first time in 
LAHR PAC’s 30 year history.
 
In the Lansing City Council At-large 
election, the order of finish was Carol 
Wood, Derrick Quinney, Rory Neuner, 
Tom Stewart and John Krohn.  The top 
four people will be on the November 
ballot.  This race is expected to be 
contentious and close.

In the Lansing City Council Ward 1, the 
two winners were Lynne Martinez and Jody 
Washington.  The Ward 3 race will be between 
A’Lynne Robinson and Jason Wilkes.  In 
addition, the East Lansing City Council and 
school board and the Lansing School Board 
will be on the November ballot.

For more information on LAHR PAC, 
visit us on Facebook and join our cause.

Support Our Advertisers!!
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Without the advertising in The LGBT 
News, we would not have a newsletter.  I 
encourage you to take a look at our ads 
and support our advertisers.

American Flooring changed their ad and 
has moved to a new location.  Check out 
their new ad, take it with you when you 
visit their new location, and receive a 
gift!!

I recently had my carpets cleaned by 
Greg’s Carpet and Vehicle Services.  Not 
only did Greg do an excellent job with my 
carpet, but I later had the opportunity of 
meeting his wonderful wife and hearing 
about their son and partner who live in 
Saugatuck – of course to told them to stop 
into the Saugatuck Rest Area  : )

There is also a new ad from the Greater 
Lansing Network Against War & Injustice.  
Each month this ad provides you with a 
powerful message.

In addition to these ads, I strongly 
recommend that you contact Jim Noble 
for your housing needs; buy your next 
car from TJ at Sundance; check out 
Tom & Jerry’s Nice Old Things; get 
tested at LAAN; always read Lansing’s 
best newspaper, City Pulse;  support 
Everybody Reads & Gone Wired; 
attend church service at the supportive 
First Presbyterian Church; remember 
Councilmember Carol Wood’s support 
of our community; get your printing 
done at Northside Printing; and check 
out the Mitten Mavens.  Remember, it is 
important to support those who support 
you!!
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Letter from the President

As the newly appointed Executive Director 
of Equality Michigan, I want to share 
some of my thoughts about where we are 
as a movement and where we are headed. 
The need for a frank discussion about this 
was brought home for me in a recent town 
hall meeting in Detroit, where we had a 
meaningful conversation about our work. 
We heard some tough questions – including 
those about our apparent lack of progress in 
years past.

It often seems that our march toward 
equality in Michigan is moving at a snail’s 
pace (and, sometimes, even retreating). 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
citizens lack statewide protection 
against discrimination; efforts to enact a 
comprehensive anti-bullying law have gone 
nowhere fast; and even public employers 
who want to provide the same benefits to 
both gay and straight employees are under 
attack. In some parts of our state, hate 
still lingers – including in the halls of our 
Capitol. It’s understandably frustrating that 
we appear to have so little to show for all the 
years of activism.

But now is not the time to sound retreat. 
Now is not the time to turn our backs and 
quit the fight for justice and equality. On my 
Facebook is a quote: “You are not obligated 
to complete the work, but neither are you 
free to abandon it.” – (Pirkei Avot). History 
is on our side, and we must push forward, no 
matter how much resistance we encounter.

In fact, if you look beneath the surface, you 
will see that we truly have made tremendous 
progress. We have experienced a sea change 
in public opinion. A significant majority of 
Michiganders now think that job, housing, 
and public accommodation discrimination 
against LGBT people is wrong. That wasn’t 
the case in the recent past. Just a few short 
years ago, our primary concern was whether 
or not the police would even investigate 
the rampant violence directed toward us; 
much less protect us from it. We now have 
a working relationship with the FBI to 
investigate attacks as violations of federal 
hate crimes law. The recent attack in Grand 
Rapids against a guest of our event is being 
seriously investigated by police.

Opinion, faith and law enforcement leaders 
are now stepping up to decry hate and 
violence against LGBT people. The media is 
now helping to dispel the myths and hurtful 
stereotypes that foster hate. We continue to 
work with journalists to encourage more 
accurate and inclusive coverage of LGBT 
issues.

This progress has come because of people 
like you and me who did not give up. The 
pioneering activists who came before us 
worked relentlessly to increase safety and 
awareness in our state. Every one of us 
who has come out, and every ally who has 
spoken up for us, has changed the hearts 
and minds of our neighbors. These personal 
connections are a key ingredient in broader 
policy change.

Another key to ending entrenched 
discrimination is collective action. 
At Equality Michigan, we’re using a 
multi-faceted approach to strengthen the 
movement’s capacity. In collaboration with 
other organizations – ACLU of Michigan, 
Affirmations, KICK, Ruth Ellis Center, and 
the Michigan Roundtable for Diversity and 
Inclusion – we are hosting over a dozen 
town hall meetings to coordinate action to 
update Michigan’s civil rights law. We are 
also working collaboratively with grass-tops 
and grass-roots activists around the state 
who are pushing for local nondiscrimination 
ordinances to provide some measure of 
protection until we can finally get state law 
updated.

New York recently provided us with 

an example of how sustained and 
collaborative political organizing can 
win big. We are following the same 
path. Equality Michigan is committed to 
building a broad coalition of pro-equality 
activists. Some of our work will be slow 
and quiet as we move toward a 2012 
election that will bring more pro-equality 
candidates into office. Some of it will be 
fast and focused as we ask you to hold 
current lawmakers accountable when they 
make decisions that affect our community, 
such as anti-bullying legislation and 
domestic partner benefits. You’ve already 
witnessed some of the successes that 
we’ve been able to achieve together, like 
fighting back the legislature’s attempt to 
repeal benefits for unmarried partners of 
state workers.

You’ve already seen big changes in your 
equality organization – we’re more active, 
transparent, inclusive, and truly statewide. 
You’ve already seen a change in how 
we communicate – with more focus and 
intentionality. Stay tuned and you’ll hear 
about more ways to bring your skills to the 
table. We look forward to working with 
you, and we are confident that together 
we can achieve strategic and meaningful 
victories.

Just don’t stop believin.’

Denise Brogan-Kator is the Executive 
Director at Equality Michigan. Find out 
more about the organization at www.
equalitymi.org.
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Holt Rest Area
(Publisher’s Note – The following letter 
was sent by LAHR President Penny 
Gardner to Sheriff Gene Wriggelsworth.  
Please read the Walking the Beat article 
on the front page for an introduction / 
background to this letter.

Dear Sheriff Gene Wriggelsworth, 

Thank you for your communication and 
cooperation concerning the complaint 
your office received regarding certain 
illegal sexual activities at the Holt Rest 
Area.  Our coalition’s efforts are crucial to 
producing changed attitudes and behavior 
with respect to illegal public sexual 
activities.

The Lansing Association for Human 
Rights (LAHR), the Michigan Gay 
Officers Action League (MI-GOAL), 
Equality Michigan, the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Michigan (ACLU), and 
the greater Lansing lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) community 
appreciate being consulted for assistance 
with the above referenced complaint.  
We would also like to acknowledge the 
value of the Lansing Police Department’s  
(LPD) LGBT Liaison Officer who relayed 
your concerns to us – serving as resource 
and as a trusted liaison between local law 
enforcement and the LGBT community.  
Most importantly, we appreciate the 
opportunity you afforded us in trying to 
offer a community-based response to the 
problem at hand.  

The purpose of this letter is to report to 
you the immediate actions taken or being 
planned to help with this complaint and to 
offer some positive suggestions we hope 
will further assist your department in this 
matter and with any others in the future:

• LAHR has posted a notice about the 
alleged sexual activity at the rest 
area on its list service, to put the 
community on notice.  Thus far, it 
has been viewed by an estimated 500 
people, whom we hope have shared or 
will share it with others.   

• A productive meeting was called to 
brainstorm ideas on this matter and 
it was attended by nine community 
leaders from the organizations 
mentioned above, as well as the LPD 

Liaison Officer and Brian McGrain 
of the Ingham County Board of 
Commissioners.

• Articles are being written for 
the LAHR newsletter to further 
inform and educate the community, 
confirming that it was actual sexual 
conduct (not verbal discussions, or 
otherwise legal activity) that formed 
the basis of the complaint; reaffirming 
the seriousness of sexual behavior 
as alleged (whether homosexual or 
heterosexual) in a public setting; 
acknowledging your department for 
reaching out to the LGBT community 
first for assistance and solutions; 
and most importantly, reassuring the 
LGBT community that the target 
here is the alleged illegal conduct, 
and not a targeting of the LGBT 
community as a whole or the targeting 
of individuals based on sexual 
orientation or gender expression. 

• We expect to use our newsletter and 
the internet to further educate the 
community about alternatives to 
sexual expression in public settings; 
but we must also plainly identify 
some dynamics specific to these 
circumstances:  1)  many people 
who participate in these behaviors 
do not self-identify as gay, and 
therefore remain outside the LGBT 
community, its communications, and 
its opportunities for assistance; 2)  
however inappropriate the behavior 
may be, society’s long history of 
social exclusion and intolerance for 
LGBT people and their community 
have contributed over the years to 
this sort of anonymous risk taking 
behavior; and 3)  some people no 
matter how well informed, will 
continue this behavior. 

• We hope to work with the media to 
generate informative, educational, 
fair and balanced articles concerning 
illegal sexual behaviors. 

• As a preventive measure and to insure 
fairness of the enforcement of the law, 
there are several LGBT organizations 
that provide sensitivity training 
and education to law enforcement 
agencies.  These organizations are 
willing to work specifically with your 
agency as assistance to you and your 

officers in interacting with the LGBT 
community.

We believe the following suggestions 
and proposed actions may further assist 
you with this complaint by reducing the 
number of such incidents at the Holt Rest 
Area and others within your jurisdiction.  
Please contact us if you need further 
elaboration on the points identified below.  
We offer them to you in the spirit with 
which they were solicited: 

• Increase law enforcement presence 
and visibility in problem areas. This 
could include:  driving through the 
parking lots at times of high visibility 
or at times when the behavior has 
been identified as likely to occur; 
actually exiting patrol cars to walk 
into the restrooms; and, perhaps 
leaving an unattended marked 
vehicle in the parking lot when one is 
available.  Visibility matters. 

• Make contact with the Michigan 
Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) for their assistance with 
signage to notify the public that 
the areas are under surveillance.  
“Surveillance” can mean many 
different things (drive-throughs, 
walk-throughs, cameras, etc.).   When 
people know it is being conducted, or 
is at least a possibility, it becomes a 
deterrent.  The signs should also have 
a telephone number that the general 
public can use to report an incidence 
of illegal sexual activity.   

• When or if your agency is contacted 
by the media regarding this subject, 
we would be pleased to assist your 
agency in providing the public with 
an educational, positive, fair and 
balanced article. 

• Even brief opportunities for 
representative leaders of the LGBT 
community to make a connection 
with your staff make a big difference 
in staff sensitivity.  Perhaps there 
are opportunities for you to invite 
a representative in to attend an 
executive leadership or staff meeting - 
if only for just a few minutes to speak. 

• Previous to this complaint, Major 
(Continued on page 13)
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Marquil  Horn & Jerome Hord
2 years

September 17
 

Chris & Jim
10 years

September 19

Congratulations!!!

 

The massive Pentagon budget 
needs your attention!! 

Medicare, Medicaid and other programs that 
help some of the most vulnerable people in our 

communities should not be up for grabs.

Urge your members of Congress to save $2 trillion 
over the next ten years by cutting $1 trillion from the 

Pentagon budget and closing tax loopholes that benefit 
primarily the wealthiest households and corporations.

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice,
Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Gay USA
Gay USA, with Andy Humm 
and Ann Northrop, is a weekly 
one-hour news program “...
devoted to in-depth coverage 
of gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgender issues” on 
a local, state, national and 
international level.  It airs 
on Manhattan Public-access 
television cable TV and Free 
Speech TV, and is currently 
available via the Internet as 
Podcasts.[3]

Joel Maatman was already in 
communication with MI-GOAL, 
exploring ways in which LGBT issues 
can be incorporated into the ICSD 
training program.  We applaud this 
effort, and encourage you to continue.  
Both Equality Michigan and MI-GOAL 
are collaborating on training in this area, 
and they will remain in touch with your 
office.

Thank you again for seeking our assistance.  
We hope the actions and suggestions 
contained in the letter will result in progress 
in changing illegal behavior patterns in 
our public spaces.  We also hope that 
this communication and cooperation will 
improve the interactions between our local 
law enforcement agencies and the LGBT 
community, and that this joint action will 
become a model for the future to be used by 
law enforcement agencies across the state.

Sincerely,
Penny Gardner, PhD.
President

(Continued from page 12) (Continued from page 9)

Rest Area MSU Students

accounting, and non-profit legal counsel. 
The conference planning team also always 
welcomes volunteers.

 The 2013 conference will be held 
February 15-17, subject to venue 
availability.  More information is available 
on the conference website  – http://www.
msu.edu/~mpc2013  -- or Facebook page 
-  https://www.facebook.com/pages/
MBLGTACC-2013-at-Michigan-State-
University/230672256949748.

Dedicated volunteers and generous 
donations will help the conference 
be successful!  Those interested in 
volunteering with the planning or 
providing financial support may 
contact: Justin Drwencke, the Director 
of Programming, by e-mail! at 
drwencke@msu.edu or by phone at 
+;1(517) 416-7186.
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Friday, September 09, 2011 
MSU Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center 

East Lansing, Michigan 

MI RESPONSE TO HATE: 
A conference presented by the michigan alliance against hate crimes 

And 
The michigan department of civil rights 

According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, Michigan led the nation in 2010 with 
the highest number of anti-government extremist groups at 50. And a recent article in 
Dome Magazine asked the telling question, “What is it about Michigan that makes our 
state a magnet for religious hate-mongers?” Two things in this article stand out: Out-of-
state agitators are often at work in Michigan and bigotry is certainly nothing new to our 
state. Consider the Klan movement of the 1920s, militia extremists of the 1990s, and the 

growing sovereign citizens movement of today. 

Alarmed? You should be… What can you do? 
Criminal incidents motivated by bias against race, religion, national origin/ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, and disability are on the rise across the country. This conference will provide 
a structured opportunity for Michigan to develop community-based response systems and 

address the needs of our communities and victims of bias motivated incidents. 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Friday, September 09, 2011 

MSU Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center, East Lansing, 
WATCH http://www.miaahc.com/mrh2011.aspx for more details soon! 

This conference is provided at no cost to registered participants. Free parking is also provided. 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND 
Legal & Judicial Community; Crisis Responders & Counselors; Diversity Trainers; 

Educators & School Administrators; Civil Rights Organizations & Advocates; American 
Indian Tribal Leaders; Faith-Based Leaders; Healthcare Professionals/Emergency 

Providers; Law Enforcement Professionals; Human Relations Commissions; Media; 
Social Workers & Therapists; Victim Advocates

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
7:30 AM – 8:30 AM Registration 

8:30 AM – 9:30 AM Opening Plenary 
9:45 AM – 11:15 AM Session I 
11:15 AM –12:45 PM Lunch 

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM Session II
2:45 PM – 4:00 PM Closing Plenary 

WWW.MIAAHC.COM

Roller Derby and  
Safer Sex Week
 

By Melissa Cogswell, 
President of Mitten Mavens Roller Derby

The Mitten Mavens Roller Derby season 
opener is 7pm, September 
17th at Demonstration Hall 
on MSU’s campus. Tickets 
are $10 at the door, $8 in 
advance. 

For those of you who haven’t seen roller derby 
in the past few years, here’s a little primer:

• A game is called a “bout”
• In the 70’s and 80’s, roller derby was 

similar to big time wrestling; fights 
were faked and it was a spectacle. 
Now, it’s a legitimate sport with one 
“Jammer” on each team racing to get 
the most points by passing members of 
the opposite team.

• Most teams in Michigan, including the 
Mitten Mavens, are “Flat Track” derby. 
We play on a flat floor as opposed to a 
large wooden track that you may have 
seen on TV.

Rainbow Bout
Our upcoming bout is benefiting MSU’s 
LBGT Resource Center. The Mitten Mavens 
is a non-profit organization and strives to 
donate both time and money to organizations 
which share our goals. With over 50% of the 
team identifying as lesbian, we reach out to 
the LGBT community. 

Safer Sex Week
Our Rainbow Bout wraps up a week of 
events promoting safer sex. The highlight 
will be a Latex Luau on Sept 14th at 
Spiral at 9pm. For a complete list of events, 
please visit our site at www.MittenMavens.net.

Tickets to the bout may be purchased at 
www.MittenMavens.net
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SUNDAY
• First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
• Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
• All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
• Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
• Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
• Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
• Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

• Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

• Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
• LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing.
• Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
• Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com.

TUESDAY
• Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
• Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
• LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

• Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

• LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
• Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

• LAHR’s Coffee Night - Beginning Wednesday, June 1, the group will be 
getting together at Gone Wired at 8:00 p.m.  If you have questions, please 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call 337-1419

• Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
• Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United 

Methodist Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
• Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
• Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 

Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu, phone: (517) 483-1209 

• Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

• LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

• LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

• LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.
q $100.00 Institutional Membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
• LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for location 

and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

• Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 
Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732
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