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Serve Your Country. Vote on November 8th!
William Sawyer-Todd, LAHR-PAC President

As I write this article, the country is commemorating the tenth anniversary 
of 9/11, definitely a time for reflection and introspection. A nation always 
changes over time, but on that terrible day still frozen in our memories, our 
country collectively took a great leap into a new future. The affects of that 

day continue to ripple across our land – and our history, as it is written.

Today’s commemorations have me wondering about the many ways we can better serve our 
republic. I can think of few better than joining together as citizens to seize control of the levers 
of government by voting. If all citzens were to register to vote and follow though on November 
8th, federal, state, and local policy would improve over night. If the great mass of our fellow Americans would take the trouble to 
vote, it would certainly be better for LGBT people. We know from repeated polling that most of our countrymen and women support 
equality for LGBT people, yet many from Main Street America do not bother to show up on Election Day.

How do we reverse this course and better support our county? By participating in our democracy and urging others to follow suit. If 
you are already a dedicated voter, try to encourage just one or two others to do likewise. No need to take on the world over night, just 
convince one or two people to sign up at the city or county clerks’ office or the Secretary of State office and to follow through in the 
election booth in November. It would change the country far more than 9/11 did and it would be for the better.

I do not have a pure litmus test when I support a candidate for public office, but it does weigh heavily in my decision-making process 
whether the candidate is pro-equality or anti-LGBT. That’s why I am a member of LAHR PAC and actively participate in educating 
office seekers, survey them on LGBT positions, and rate their responses with other committee members. Our latest rating is in this 
newsletter and I urge you to spread the word about it with your friends. LAHR PAC’s Facebook page will also have the questions we 
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It’s Time to Party!!
Everyone is invited to the LGBT MSU Homecoming party / 
reception on Friday, October 21, 2011.  The party will be held 
at the Kellogg Center in the spacious Red Cedar Room with 
fireplace after the MSU Homecoming Parade from 6:30 to 9:30.  

Whether you are friends of MSU, alumni, students, or faculty /staff – we even 
expect some guests from the University of Michigan and Wisconsin – everyone is 
invited!!

This fun event, the sixth annual, will include excellent food, including a chef 
carving the beef and turkey (do not eat dinner in advance),  a cash bar including 
soda, free coffee, our beautiful green, white & purple décor, background music, 
and the opportunity to meet the 2011-2012 LGBT scholarship recipients.  This is 
also an opportunity to network with other grads and to meet many new friends.  
You may park free in the Kellogg Center parking ramp. Tickets will be sold at the 
door for $20 per person.  (Check out the pictures from the 2010 successful event.)

Homecoming this year is with powerhouse Wisconsin.  MSU is predicted to win the Big Ten.  There 
is excitement in the air in East Lansing.  We expect this excitement to also be present at the 

Chef carving beef and turkey for the Pride 
Scholarship recipient Zach DeRade at the 2010 

Homecoming event
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader,

I am a teacher at MSU.  I teach writing to freshpeople  (eschewing the generic male).  Also I am the president of the 
Union of Nontenure Track Faculty at MSU.  As such I receive legislative updates from the state organization of the The 
American Federation of Teachers.  Just the other day I received from them  an analysis of Michigan Senate Bill 518.  I 
was horrified! This bill concerning higher education is of interest to us as LGBT citizens, and for anyone who cares about 
the education of our children, our neighbor’s children, any children seeking to be educated in Michigan.  

SB 518, called the Freedom of Conscience Act, is proposed legislation to allow students enrolled in any institution of 
higher education in Michigan to refuse to counsel a student as part of an academic social work, psychology, or counseling program based on 
the student’s “moral conviction.”  Faculty would be forbidden from disciplining such students for such refusal.  As the analysis says, “In other 
words, students would enjoy enormous latitude to refuse to complete their academic assignments based solely on their personal beliefs.”    This 
would affect all public, private colleges, universities, and community colleges.  Poleeeeeze!

So a psychology student at MSU interning in the Counseling Center on campus, might be assigned to review a support group for Questioning 
Youth About Sexuality.  The psychology student can refuse to complete the assignment based on her/his own “moral conviction.”   How then 
might that student learn about diversity—maybe the assignment  is in the School of Social Work, and requires students to work in a shelter for 
homeless families, where one might come in contact with someone of a different faith, or even no faith at all, the “morally convicted” student 
can refuse that assignment as well.  

Or anything they damned well please, as long as she/he claims his/her morals!

You of course know that one’s moral conviction can be used to excuse a multitude of sins, as it can be used to direct one to a much higher 
ground of ideas and behaviors.    Does not such a law, should it, god forbid pass, limit one’s education to serve the unserved, to counsel the 
uncounselled, and to heal the mentally ill?  Will they also refuse to do that based on “moral conviction?”  I sure hope so, because they will have 
had no experience with those to whom they are morally opposed. 

So I am morally convicted to not support such a debilitating law.

And on a lighter note, I am morally convicted to eschew any generic male pronouns as well!  

Keep an eye on SB 518, and if need be, stand up against it. 

As moral as they come, 
Your President, Penny

Letter from the Prez
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Party Vote

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

517 483-4188 office
517 482-0213 home

cwood@lansingmi.gov (email)
carolwood.posterous.com (blog)
carolwoodforlansing.com (web site)

Serving you on Council since 2000

sent to candidates and our most up to date 
ratings after we go to hard copy print. The 
ratings will also be on LAHR’s web site at 
www.lahronline.org. 

There is no doubt on 9/11/2001, our 
national trajectory was altered. There is 
also no reason we can’t alter it again, and 
in a positive way, by having our fellow 
countrymen and women take control of 
our nation at the election booth. Serve 
the republic by voting in this and every 
election.

LAHR PAC is a registered political 
organization and not affiliated with any 
other group or organization. Follow 
LAHR PAC on Facebook.

party.  We also are 
expecting guests 
from Minneapolis, 
Chicago, and Detroit 
as well as many 
other locations 
from around the 
state and country.  
Unfortunately, 
our association 
president, Chris 
Higgins, who lives 
with his partner in 
Paris, France, will 
not be able to attend.

We thank our 
sponsors, the 
Greater Lansing 
Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 
and the MSU 
Federal Credit 
Union.  Check out 
the association’s 
excellent website at 
https://www.msu.
edu/~glbtalum/ 
.  For more 
information, 
contact Bill 
Beachler at 
beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net or 
call 517-337-1419.
Everyone is 
invited!!  

Duane Mooney & Gregory Serrano
11 years

October 13th
 

Stacey & Sara 
2 years 

October 25th

Congratulations!!!

Jessi De La Cruz and Jaime Paredes selling tickets at the Welcome 
Table during the 2010 Homecoming event

Part of the large crowd attending the successful 2010  
Homecoming event
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander
 
Dancing into the 
Future

This past Sunday, 
we were delighted to host a 
Transgender Connections group here 
at Edgewood.  It has been part of an 
on-going effort to increase education, 
advocacy, and support on transgender 
issues in the Lansing area.  As a 
congregation committed to civil 
rights and equality for all people, we 
are continuing to learn more about 
gender identity and the needs of the 
transgender community.

I distinctly remember, last 
November, participating in the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance 
Vigil, and hearing story after story 
of violence inflicted upon people 
because of their gender identity.  
In the cold night air, my heart 
constricted and my stomach turned 
as murders, beatings, and harassment 
were shared among that small 
group of people, holding candles in 
remembrance and hope.

There is no doubt that communities 
of faith have played a role in the 
persecution of transgender people.  
And that is one of the many reasons 
that churches need to speak up now 
and advocate for justice, equality, 
and inclusion.  When we are silent, 
we allow unspeakable hate crimes 
to occur; this is anathema to our 
call towards love, peace, and human 
rights.

During the Civil Rights movement, 
churches were motivating forces 
in the struggle for equal rights.  In 
Lives of Moral Leadership, Robert 
Coles recalls these words from a 
Boston activist, “You all are busy…
It’s important to be busy.  But if 
you don’t find the time to change 
the world, then you’re busy keeping 
it the way it is, and that’s the truth 
Jesus knew, and that’s the truth 
we’ve got to find for ourselves, right 
here.”

We need to be busy changing 
the world.  And because of those 
committed to working for justice, 
things are getting better.  It is a 
joy to see a transgender man as a 
contestant on Dancing With the 
Stars, and I think Chaz Bono will 
demonstrate grace on the dance floor 
and off.  Human Rights Campaign 
reports that in one of their recent 
polls, 79% of those surveyed said 
they favor employment laws to 
ensure LGBT people are judged by 
the quality of their work and not 
by their gender identity or sexual 
orientation, and 74% say they believe 
discrimination against transgender 
people is a significant problem in our 
country. 

As a person of faith, I am excited 
to see momentum moving towards 
justice, inclusion, and love.  Yes, we 
have a long ways to go.  But one step 
at a time, one story at a time, one 
person at a time, things will change, 
and justice will come.  I have faith 
that the God I seek to follow, a God 
of love and hope and joy and justice, 
will prevail, and for this reason, I 
rejoice!  Let the dancing begin.

God bless!

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,
LGBT Liaison 
Officer
 
International 
Conference 
Participation
 
As word gets out that 
the Lansing Police 

Department has an LGBT Liaison Officer, 
I find myself being utilized more and more 
in that capacity.  
 
I have been invited to participate in 
a panel discussion of LGBT Liaison 
Officers from across the country at an 
upcoming conference in Las Vegas.  I 
happily accepted the invitation.  The 15th 
Annual LEGAL (Law Enforcement Gays 
and Lesbians) International Conference is 
being held in early October.  This year’s 
conference is titled, “Standing United, 
Toward the Future with Pride.”  I look 
forward to meeting other LGBT Liaison 
Officers and sharing ideas and experiences 
with them.

Unfortunately, due to budget cutbacks, 
the Lansing Police Department is unable 
to finance this trip.  I decided that it is an 
important opportunity and I have chosen 
to pay my own way.  I will still represent 
my department at the conference.  I hope 
to come back with some new ideas to help 
improve the role of the LGBT Liaison 
Officer position at the Lansing Police 
Department.  I will share those ideas with 
you in a future article.  Stay Safe! 
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

HALLOWEEN is Coming!
 
Fall is officially here.  
Anyone who knows 
me knows how much 
I dislike winter.  The 
cold, the dark, the 

endless snow.  Now, I’m not a huge fan 
of fall either but I do enjoy it.  I can 
handle everything about it, except the 
cold.

Who doesn’t enjoy taking a walk in the 
fall and crunching the leaves beneath 
your feet as you walk?  I love the sound.  
I truly enjoy the colors as well.  People 
that live in the south really don’t get a 
taste of autumn.  Way up in Alaska, they 
don’t have much of an autumn either.  
There, in about the span of a couple of 
weeks, trees go from green, to brown, 
to falling bare.  Then immediately after 
that, it snows.  Trust me, I know this!

There are two things I thoroughly 
enjoy about autumn.  Cider Mills, and 

Halloween!  My partner and I love 
taking the kids to cider mills in the 
fall.  Who wouldn’t enjoy that?  Well, 
the kids are not kids so much anymore.  
They range from 13 to 20.  But, we still 
consider them kids and love to force…
err…take them to cider mills every 
fall.  I think we enjoy it more than the 
kids but, we all have a good time.  It’s 
a ritual.  We go, buy a bunch of donuts 
and cider, gorge on it, take the tour and 
then leave with big smiles on our faces.

However, Halloween is by far my 
favorite part of fall.  I mean, Halloween 
is the Gay Christmas, right?  It’s not 
the parties I enjoy.  Mainly because 
we rarely go to any of them.  It’s the 
decorating and the trick or treaters I 
enjoy.  I go all out for Halloween.  I 
put ghosts and ghouls in every window 
of the house that faces the road.  I do 
the graveyard in the front.  I even have 
a witch’s cauldron that I use to hide 
my fog machine in.  I spend hours out 
there getting everything just right.  I 
come home at night and synchronize 
all the timers so all the lights and props 
come on at the same time.  I buy tons 
of candy.  I even go all out inside the 

house.  The dining room table becomes 
a séance table.  I have a little Halloween 
town on a table with lights and moving 
parts!  I am excited just thinking about 
all this!  Man, what a geek!

So, whatever your feelings about the end 
of summer and the approach of winter.  
Just remember to make the most of it.  
Halloween only comes once a year!  

Tell me what you think.  Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome.  Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com
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Out at Work
by Frank Vaco, 
LAHR Board 

Eye Candy at work
 
What happens to you 
when they cannot 
stop stereotyping 
you, which affects 

their work behavior? Are you confident in 
your appearance? Are you just at work to 
make your supervisors look pretty?  Are 
you just another face in the crowd?  Do 
you use your sexuality without having sex.

The water guy had recently come into 
the office.  I gave a quick glance and 
continued my tasks.  My co workers all 
agreed he was cute. They even allowed 
me to join in the conversation.  A weird 
conversation to have at work, but as they 
say, beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 

Which kindly brings me back to when I was 
starting in the closet and a former co worker 
thought I was after girls.  Nerve racking 

conversations.  If I had not come out, it 
would have been a taboo subject. I would 
of just been that gay boi who hides from 
mirrors. I do not know about you. When 
you are not a clutter and mess, you may feel 
confident. Looks and Business savoy will 
get you everything darling. When will we 
get over this hatred of beauty?  When will 
we accept, if you got the skills, you can pay 
the bills?  We shouldn’t shun our sexuality 
but embrace it.

I have a friend who thought to get 
attention from men, he has to get an earing 
and dye his hair.  I have been in that 
stage.  I think we all have been there in the 
coming out process.  I just hope his work 
will support his self expression. 

I think it’s hard on us all to be out there.  
Harvey Milk made it look easy.  It’s up 
to all of us to continue the discussion.  
Even a hairy hippy guy can transform 
into a hot prince. Diversity is beautiful. 
You are charming, and you are fantastic. 
You are a shining beacon in the life of 
those who look up to you. The customers 
are coming to you for services. I like to 
add I did not get laid...off because of my 

sexual orientation.  Even in my future 
employment I will declare my handsome 
face as a face of a Gay Advocate. 

I am lucky to have worked with three 
genuine business ladies. Who gave me a 
shot and got me hooked on doing research.  
Do you have a favorite employer? I 
would love to hear about it.  Email at 
Vacaafrank@gmail.com .
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(Continued on page 11)

Your Donation Can 
Keep Pets From Going 
Into Shelters or Facing 
Disposal!

Keeping The Most Isolated With 
Their Beloved Pet Is Our Goal.
Your Support is Critical to our 
Community

from Pet Support Services

Most pet owners would agree there are 
days when they feel depressed, hopeless, 
or just plain lonely.  Pet owners, however, 
realize much of that emotional burden 
is lightened by sharing their home with 
a much-loved pet.   Many of us already 
realize spending time with a friendly 
dog or cat can be a real lift in your spirit.  
Studies have proven the bond we share 
with our pets is good for our health; we 
recover from surgeries quicker, and their 
companionship also helps lower our blood 
pressure.  These are just a few of the many 
positive things we experience through pet 
ownership - adding to our quality of life.  
Keeping a pet gives us a sense of purpose 
and the feeling of being needed, a feeling 
that is especially important for people 
who live alone or feel more isolated from 
friends, family and community.  

Across Lansing and the surrounding areas 
there are people who may once have had to 
give up their companion pet - just when they 
needed them the most.  Many of these pet-
owners are now able stay united with their 
pet through Pet Support Services, Inc.

Pet Support Services, Inc. was established 
in 1997 with a goal to insure senior citizens, 
the physically disabled, terminally ill and 
those with severe debilitating illness and their 
companion pet remain united during times of 
physical illness, hospitalization or financial 
hardship. 

• Senior citizens may become 
financially challenged when 
additional medications are prescribed 
through the natural aging process, 
or someone may live through a life-
changing accident.  

• Many others in our community live 

solely on a disability income, trying 
to make ends meet even as they see 
no increases in their check but often 
more monies taken out for various 
services (like prescriptions).  

• The reasons and situations vary but all 
lead to the same ending.  Having to 
put a beloved pet with a caring home 
into a local Animal Shelter or pet 
rescue - adding to the over population 
of homeless pets.  

Our unique intervention is designed to 
step in for short-term or longer-term 
assistance enabling these people to keep 
their beloved pet. Today our unique 
intervention, is a federally recognized 
501(c)(3) non-profit and a Partner Agency 
with the Capitol Area United Way.

With your financial donations we are 
able to assist with veterinarian and pet 
grooming care, offer rides to and from 
these appointments, deliver pet food, cat 
litter and other supplies to their home as 
needed, provide daily pet-care tasks such 
as dog-walking, changing the litter box, 
coat brushing, etc., care for the pet when 
the owner is in the hospital and offer pet 
adoption assistance to help the client place 
their pet when they feel their death is 
imminent or feel they can no longer keep the 
pet due to deteriorating health conditions.  

Meeting some of our clients you’ll find a 
senior citizen after suffering the death of 
her husband, quickly had to manage her 
bills with less income, losing her husband’s 

Social Security.   When all the bills were 
paid there was little money left.  To keep the 
couple’s aged dog and cat she survived on 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for two 
years before accessing assistance for her pets 
thru Pet Support Services, Inc. 

Your donations also kept two children with 
their family dog as they watched their single 
parent decline with her terminal illness.  
Having to move to more affordable housing 
causing a change in their school, loss of 
friends then the loss of the car – these many 
things were so disruptive and confusing for 
them.  One thing that remained consistent 
was the love and companionship they got 
from their little dog. 

A ten year old Beagle was able to remain 
in his home because there was help 
available for his owner, who had learned 
he was going to lose both his legs and 
feared he’d no longer be able to walk and 
care for his dog. On the eve of being taken 
to the animal shelter, his owner learned 
of Pet Support Services.  After a second 
opinion, surgery and extended recovery 
time, this man was able to keep his legs, 
and is walking his dog again today.  

This is a segment of a letter written to us 
by one of our many clients.

...I deal every day with... great limitations 
ranging from getting dressed to fixing 
a meal, a great feeling of inadequacy, 
despair…… 
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

“Well, Let’s Ask Carol!” 
A Community Outreach 
and Forum Event
Carol Wood, Councilmember At-Large 
looks forward to this occasion to speak 
directly with Lansing’s lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender (LGBT) and allied 
community.  This question-and-answer 
setting will provide ample opportunity 
to discuss with her any LGBT issues of 
interest and concern, as well as plenty of 
honest discussion about the many other 
challenges and opportunities facing the 
people of Lansing - in the near term and 
beyond.

• Elections should and do offer voters 
choices for filling offices.  Carol 
recognizes that this year’s Lansing 
City Council election is no different, 
and she welcomes the challenge.

• Incumbents must always continue 
to earn your vote, and not take it 
for granted.  Carol’s reputation of 
working hard for the citizens of 
Lansing reflects this approach, and is 
well earned.

• Officeholders are elected to represent 
the people - not solely themselves, or 
other officeholders.  Carol has a long 
record of seeking input in making 
her own independent decisions, 
ensuring they are well researched and 
reasoned. 

• Understanding the priorities and 
positions of constituents should be 
a candidate’s primary focus.  Carol 
considers these forums to be an 
important way for her to ensure she 
continues to be aware of what matters 
to you.

• Citizens’ interests go well beyond 
the more obvious group affiliations 
they may maintain.  A person may be 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
or allied; but in living HERE, in 
Lansing, we know they should - and 
do, also care about a whole lot more!  
Carol says, ‘Tell me about it.  I want 
to hear!”

WHEN: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25,
 2011—7:00 P.M.
WHERE: GONE WIRED CAFÉ
 2021 E. MICHIGAN AVE., 
 LANSING

LanSINGout Gay Men’s 
Chorus Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus has 
begun rehearsing for their  2011 winter 
concert with Sistrum, Lansing Women’s 
Chorus.  The Chorus rehearses on Tuesday 
nights at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Lansing, 510 W. Ottawa Street (near Pine 
Street)
 
Rehearsals will be held at the church every 
Tuesday evening from 7 to 9 PM until the 
concert with a few extra joint rehearsals 
with Sistrum on other days. 

This year’s concert is called “Holiday 
of Lights” and will be held on Friday 
& Saturday, December 16 & 17, 2011, 
at Lansing Community College’s Dart 
Auditorium.  Mark your calendars for 
another holiday special event always 
worth attending!!
 
http://www.lansingout.org
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Letter to the Editor
(Publisher’s Note – I went to the National Public Radio web site and  found the following by way of background for this letter.  “An 
emerging Christian movement that seeks to take dominion over politics, business and culture in preparation for the end times and the 
return of Jesus, is becoming more of a presence in American politics. The leaders are considered apostles and prophets, gifted by God 
for this role.  The international “apostolic and prophetic” movement has been dubbed by its leading American architect, C. Peter 
Wagner, as the New Apostolic Reformation (NAR).”)
 
The Unified Church of the End Times 
The apostles of the NAR view themselves as leading the one legitimate church and unifying Christianity for the end times.  In their end times 
scenario, it is necessary to take control over societal and governmental entities before Jesus can return. But first, as could be heard repeatedly 
in the messages at Rick Perry’s prayer event, the church has to repent and be cleansed. 
In the context of the teachings of the NAR, the repeated calls for repentance of the church at Perry’s prayer event were about cleansing 
Protestantism of its toleration of homosexuals, a woman’s right to choose, and most importantly - of its toleration for religious pluralism, 
separation of church and state, and secular government. Again, toleration of those things of which they disapprove is not a virtue, but a sign 
that one is controlled by demons.

....  A nondenominational facade makes it easier to get faith-based money and to convince municipalities to allow access to schools, youth 
programs, juvenile rehabilitation, and emergency response services.  The lack of a label and the corresponding lack of knowledge about 
NAR’s ideology has made it easier for the NAR to market the “Transformations” series of movies, form “Transformation” entities around the 
nation, and to set up street-by-street prayer networks in American cities.  

I hope this is not as chilling as it seems, but after listening to some of the discussion yesterday on “Fresh Air”, I truly had goose bumps and 
an urge to flee.  I trust NPR and am thankful they are bringing this to people’s attention, but now, we must make as many as possible aware.  
This group is scary, and it’s tactics include cleansing communities or witches and witchcraft - unbelievable but it’s happening.  
 
This group is the “anti-christ.
 
Thanks, Shirley
Shirley Neal, MA, LLPC
Email:  Shirley.L.Neal@gmail.com
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Washington / Lansing Responds
Representative Joan Bauer responds:
Subject:  State Employee Benefits

Dear Representative Bauer,

I’m contacting you today to voice my strong objections to Senate Concurrent Resolution 9, which would take away much deserved health 
care benefits for the families of hard working state employees. The Civil Service Commission’s decision to extend health benefits to other 
eligible individuals was not only a lawful decision, but the right decision, as families are always stronger when health insurance is accessible 
to everyone in the household.

We hear time and again that to truly reform our government we need to run it more like a business.  That’s exactly what the Civil Service 
Commission’s decision did. We need your help to ensure that the Civil Service Commission’s decision to protect Michigan families isn’t overturned.

Leading companies throughout Michigan are offering these same benefits to their employees as they recognize that they not only help recruit 
the brightest and best talent, but also protect their employees. As we are asking our state employees to do more and more with less, we must 
also be able to attract the brightest and best workers to fill those positions that Michigan’s citizens rely on.  We cannot accomplish that task if 
we eliminate this provision that offers benefits for unmarried partners.

The Republican leadership must allow a vote. To do otherwise would be to disrespect the process of government and the people of our state. 
The public will not stand for subversive tactics that thwart democracy.

I trust you’ll do what’s best for Michigan and Michigan families by voting NO on SCR 9.

I wish the Governor’s office would tell the truth about the cost of the benefits.  Local governments, who already have benefits, budget .01% 
of the total budget.  For the State in 2011 with a total budget of $8.3 billion, the cost is $830,000 not $8 million.

Thank you.
 
Thank you for getting in touch with my office.  I am always happy to hear from engaged constituents and was so pleased to open my e-mail 
and see a message from you.
 
Introduced on February 24th by Senator Mark Jansen, SCR 9 has passed the Senate and is currently awaiting placement on the House agenda 
for a vote.  You can continue to track its progress online at legislature.mi.gov.  
 
I certainly understand your concerns about SCR 9 and want you to know that I share them.  I support the Civil Service Commission’s 
decision on this matter and believe that overturning it sets a dangerous precedent for our state.  Please be assured that I will share your 
concerns with colleagues and that I will be opposing this legislation when it comes before me for a vote.

 
Thank you again for your input, and please 
feel free to contact my office with any other 
concerns.
 
Sincerely,
Joan

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received many 
emails from people, including my own, from 
governmental officials on a variety of subjects.  
Beginning in May, 2009, I am going to include 
one letter per month entitled “Washington / 
Lansing Responds.”  I hope these letters provide 
you a better understanding of where our elected 
officials stand on important LGBT issues and a 
better understanding of the issue.  If you receive 
responses, please email them to me.  Thank 
You!)
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The massive Pentagon budget 
needs your attention!! 

Medicare, Medicaid and other programs that 
help some of the most vulnerable people in our 

communities should not be up for grabs.

Urge your members of Congress to save $2 trillion 
over the next ten years by cutting $1 trillion from the 

Pentagon budget and closing tax loopholes that benefit 
primarily the wealthiest households and corporations.

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice,
Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

As the phone and doorbell remain silent... it 
is my pets that come through and give us that 
unconditional love…… It is often my pet that 
gives me a purpose to keep on going…… 

 I am so grateful for the food, litter, veterinary 
and grooming services I don’t have to worry 
about…… Thank you, Pet Support Services, 
for being there for us.

These are just a few of the many families 
helped by your donations.  Men, women and 
children – families or single, lonely people 
– all are able to maintain their beloved pet in 
their home because of your commitment to 
them and to our community.  Your financial 
support is especially appreciated in this time 
of economic distress across our city, state, and 
nation.  Thank you for your donation.

 All donations are greatly appreciated and are 
tax deductible as allowed by law.

Donations can be sent to Pet Support Services, 
Inc. at PO Box 13251, Lansing, Mi 48901-
3251.

Friday Dinner Group
by Gary Hicks,  
LAHR Board

October LGBT 
Dinner at 
Piazzano’s

The October LAHR/
LGBT dinner will be held at the Piazzano’s, 
1825 N. Grand River Ave. in Lansing, on 
Friday, October 28, at 6:30 pm.  Piazzano’s 
serves Italian and American food, including 
pizza, seafood, and sandwiches.

These dinners are usually held the third 
Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the Lansing area and provide an 
opportunity to socialize over a casual meal.  
The October dinner was changed due to 
the MSU LGBT Homecoming Party at the 
Kellogg Center on October 21 that everyone 
is invited to.

We welcome all members of the Lansing 
area LGBT community, including MSU, 
LCC, and Cooley students, as well as friends 
and family members.  Whether you come on 
your own or bring a friend or partner, please 
join us for dinner!

RSVP to Gary Hicks at garyhickslaw@aol.com 
by 3 pm on Friday, October 28, if you plan to 
attend so we know how much seating to request.

(Continued from page 7)

Pets Rachel Crandall Returns 
to Mid-Michigan to Raise 
Awareness
by Michael Sawyer-Todd

Rachel Crandall returned to Mid-Michigan 
to speak to East Lansing’s Human 
Relations Committee during their regular 
meeting.  The chair of the committee 

invited Rachel to 
come and share her 
courageous work 
for the Transgender 
Community.  
After relating her 
struggles with her 
gender identity, 

and summarizing to the committee the 
extraordinary work she has done to 
raise awareness and help Transsexuals 
throughout Michigan, a lively question 
and answer session commenced.

Rachel, who is always eager to answer 
questions to help educate people, started 

(Continued on page 12)

Saturday Breakfast Club
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

October LGBT Breakfast at Flap Jack
The October LAHR/LGBT Breakfast Club will 
be held at Flap Jack in Frandor on Saturday, 
October 29, at 10 am.  Flap Jack has been closed 
for several months due to a fire next door.  The 
Breakfast Club is returning to Flap Jack to check 
out the remodeling and menu, which we assume 
will be similar to the excellent food and service 
that we experienced in the past.  

The Breakfast Club is held the fourth 
Saturday of each month.  The Breakfast Club 
is an excellent opportunity for the LGBT 
community and our families and friends to 
get together, enjoy good food, meet new 
friends, and discuss current issues and events 
without having any responsibilities. 

Everyone is welcome!!.
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Michigan House Committee Anti-Gay
from Equality Michigan

The Michigan House Oversight, Reform, and Ethics Committee recently heard testimony on Representative Dave Agema’s (R – 
Grandville) two extremist anti-gay bills. The bills, which passed committee, would prohibit public employers from providing health 
care benefits to partners of their employees (House Bill 4770) and to make such benefits a prohibited subject of bargaining (House Bill 
4771).

Equality Michigan, a statewide advocacy organization, called on legislators to vote down the bills.  Emily Dievendorf, Director 
of Policy for Equality Michigan, stated, “This attack on fairness and equality is unacceptable.  Representative Agema has 
continued his blatant and unapologetic attacks on gay and transgender Michiganders.  It’s sad to see this committee supporting 
him. These radical bills go a long way toward harming Michigan families, businesses and unions. We’re grateful that Rep. Lisa 
Brown and Rep. Tim Bledsoe recognized the danger these bills pose and voted against them.”

“While these benefits are often used by both straight and gay couples, anti-gay lawmakers are specifically trying to deny gay couples 
the ability to care for their families. Hard-working state employees should be compensated appropriately, and that’s why these benefits 
are offered.  Rep. Agema’s radically biased social agenda is out of touch with Michigan values.”

“Public employers recognize the need to recruit and retain top talent. Treating gay and transgender employees fairly is an important 
step in remaining competitive. We expect our lawmakers to help our public institutions achieve success, not stand in the way of 
progress.”

Equality Michigan works to achieve full equality and respect for all people in the state of Michigan regardless of sexual orientation, 
gender identity or gender expression. For more information, visit www.equalitymi.org.

Michael Gregor 
Director of Communications 
michael@equalitymi.org

Mobile: 313.498.3658

the dialog ala “Everything You Always Wanted to Know About a 
Transgendered Person, But were Afraid to Ask.”  It soon became 
evident that this was the first time most of the members of the 
committee had firsthand experience with a Transgendered person, 
let alone learned about the struggles many individuals have on a 
day to day basis.

Topics Rachel was able to relate on varied from lack of civil 
rights laws to the transformation from one gender to the other.  
Members learned how varied her community can be from 
identifying to a particular gender to not identifying to one at all.

Rachel Crandall is president of TransGender Michigan, whose 
mission is to provide advocacy, support and education while 
serving to create coalitions in the State of Michigan to unify and 
empower transgender and gender non-conformist communities.

More information can be found at their website at:  http://www.
transgendermichigan.org

The East Lansing Human Relations Commission meets monthly.  
More information can be found here:
 http://www.cityofeastlansing.com/Home/Departments/
BoardsCommissions/HumanRelationsCommission/

(Continued from page 11)

Rachel Crandall
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Mitten Mavens
Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby

Like us on Facebook!

Experience the excitement of

Roller Derby
beamaven@mittenmavens.net

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

• You can be a Derby Girl!
• No experience necessary
• We’ll even teach you to skate
• We accept everyone regardless 
  of experience or ability
• We don’t discriminate 
• We’re LGBT friendly
• Contact us today!
• Mitten Mavens of Lansing

Be a Derby Girl!

Washington / Lansing Responds
Senator Debbie Stabenow Responds to a LAHR Member:

Subject:  Immigration Rights
  
Thank you for contacting me about your support for immigration rights for same-sex couples. I understand your concerns. 
  
Throughout my career, I have fought for equal rights for all Americans.  I have cosponsored the Employment Non-Discrimination Act 
and the Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes Prevention Act.  In addition, President Obama extended many benefits to same-sex domestic 
partners of Federal employees.  I believe that we must respect the rights of those in committed relationships – rights most Americans 
take for granted, like visiting a critically-ill loved one in the hospital or shared property protections. 
  
As you may know, Senator Patrick Leahy (D-Vermont)  introduced the Uniting American Families Act (S.821) on April 14, 2011 .  
This bill would amend immigration laws to include permanent partners as qualified individuals .  Currently, this legislation is pending 
in the Senate Judiciary Committee, of which I am not a member.  I will keep your views in mind should it come before me for a vote. 
  
Thank you again for contacting me.  Please continue to keep me informed about issues of concern to you and your family. 
  
Sincerely,
Debbie Stabenow, United States Senator

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received many emails from people, including my own, from governmental officials on a variety of 
subjects.  Beginning in May, 2009, I am going to include one letter per month entitled “Washington / Lansing Responds.”  I hope these 
letters provide you a better understanding of where our elected officials stand on important LGBT issues and a better understanding of 
the issue.  If you receive responses, please email them to me.  Thank You!)

Know What’s Happening
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Join your friends and be one of the approximately 500 current 
participants in the excellent LAHR list services to learn what’s 
happening.  These free services are one of the best communication 
tools available.  There are two list servs available:  LAHRonline 
(social) and LAHRdiscussion.  

The LAHRonline list service is for social communication.  You will 
receive all postings about what is happening in the Mid-Michigan 
area.  In addition, you also have the opportunity to post what you 
know, so you can share it with others.  

The LAHRdiscussion list service is for conversations about various 
topics.  You may read what others think about a particular topic and 
you may add your “two-cents” to the discussion.  This is frequently 
an educational opportunity.  Often this discussion includes 
information and opinions about politics.

You have the opportunity to join one or both of these excellent, 
free list services.  It’s simple  - just go to the LAHR Web site home 
page at www.lahronline.org  and on the right side of the screen it 
says, “Subscribe to Mailing List.”  Under this heading are the two 
choices.  Just click LAHRonline and/or LAHRdiscussion to join.  
The more people who join, the more effective, informative, and 
successful the services will become!!!
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Anti-Transgender 
Legislation
by Nusrat Ventimiglia

Representative Tom Hooker introduced a bill 
that would outlaw the use of public funds 
to pay for sex reassignment surgery for 
incarcerated people, among others. Hooker 
didn’t bother checking with the Michigan 
Department of Corrections on whether such 
surgeries have ever even been performed 
for prisoners (the answer is—wait for it—
never!), whether the department already 
has a policy covering the provision of such 
medical services to prisoners (it does), or 
whether his proposed bill would even pass 
constitutional muster were it enacted as law 
(it wouldn’t, see Wisconsin’s big fail in this 
arena).  With his complete failure to conduct 
even cursory research before proposing his 
bill, Hooker’s presumed motivation becomes 
clear. He hopes to earn a name on the backs 
of the most vulnerable and marginalized 
people he can, not just targeting prisoners 
(as is often done by opportunists), but by 
targeting transgender prisoners, who are the 
single most vulnerable prison population. 
Hooker confirmed his bigoted motivation 
when aligning himself with the American 
Family Association and Gary Glenn.

To be clear, the Michigan Department of 
Corrections has already laid out policies 
surrounding medical treatment and 
housing for transgender inmates. The 
policy directive covers hormone treatment, 
which is generally allowed if the prisoner 
was receiving such treatment prior to 
incarceration or upon recommendation 
of the chief medical officer, and sex 

reassignment surgery, which is generally not 
allowed except in extreme circumstances 
and if approved by the chief medical officer. 
As for placement, transgender prisoners are 
housed according to the gender assigned 
at birth unless the individual in question 
has undergone sex reassignment surgery. 
This means that prisoners who identify as 
female can and do end up in male prisons, 
even if they have a stereotypically feminine 
appearance, as is true of prisoners who 
identify as male. Considering the many 
reasons that some transgender individuals 
choose not to have surgery, or for whom 
surgery has never been an option, the result 
is that transgender prisoners are trapped 
where their bodies and their safety are in a 
constant state of limbo.

The road to prison for transgender men 
and women is well worn. Lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender youth are far 
more likely to end up homeless at a young 
age (around 40% of homeless youth 
identify as LGBT). They experience 
increased rates of incarceration 
prior to adjudication, higher rates of 
unemployment, higher rates of drug use 
and depression, and are far less likely 
to find shelter due to outright rejection.  
Ending this bleak string of statistics is the 
increased incarceration rate for gender 
variant and transgender people in general.  
According to the Transgender, Gender 
Variant and Intersex Justice Project, 
approximately 65% of transgender women 
in San Francisco spent time in prison 
or jail, as did 29% of transgender men. 
Once in prison, transgender people are 
disproportionately targeted for abuse.  
Within the prison hierarchy, those with 
traits perceived to be stereotypically 

masculine hold a privileged status, while 
those with traits stereotypically associated 
with femininity are devalued and subject 
to abuse. A study of six California prisons 
found that 67% of respondents who 
identified as LGBT reported having been 
sexually assaulted by another inmate 
(this was 15 times higher than the rest 
of the prison population). Prisons, as is 
true of other institutions, have a shameful 
history when it comes to treatment of 
transgender people. Though prisons have 
come a long way in the United States, 
transgender and gay prisoners are still 
preyed upon and, in most prisons, struggle 
for survival. It is unlikely that a facility 
for transgender prisoners with drug or 
prostitution offenses, such as the one built 
near Florence, Italy, will be built here any 
time soon.

A number of steps can be taken to further 
protect transgender and gay prisoners 
from abuse in prisons. Recommendations 
by organizations such as Just Detention 
International are an excellent example of 
what corrections facilities can and should 
do to protect LGBT-identified or perceived 
inmates. These recommendations include 
housing guidelines (including separating 
violent offenders from non-violent 
offenders) as well as protocols for staff 
training. The Michigan Department of 
Corrections has taken a healthy approach 
to the incarceration of LGBT individuals. 
Representative Hooker’s bigoted bill not 
only undermines the responsive action of the 
Department of Corrections, but the bill – if 
passed – would further unconstitutionally 
erode protections for an already vulnerable 
group.

Nusrat Ventimiglia is the Director of Victim 
Services at Equality Michigan, which works to 
achieve full equality and respect for all people 
in Michigan regardless of sexual orientation, 
gender identity and gender expression. Find 
out more at www.equalitymi.org.

14 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



SUNDAY
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - Beginning Wednesday, June 1, the group will be 
getting together at Gone Wired at 8:00 p.m.  If you have questions, please 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call 337-1419

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United 

Methodist Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 

Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu, phone: (517) 483-1209 

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.
q $100.00 Institutional Membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for location 

and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 
Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732



NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
LANSING, MI

PERMIT NO. 145

P.O. Box 6565
East Lansing, MI 48826


