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The Michigan Pride brunch at the Radisson 
with many silent auction items on display.

Michigan 
Pride News
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

Another excellent 
Michigan Pride will 

take place on June 10-12, 2011 – see 
picture from last year’s festival.  You may 
review all the following information and 
updates at their excellent website at http://
www.michiganpride.org 

On April 10 at the Radisson in downtown 
Lansing, Michigan Pride held their 
excellent 3rd Annual Michigan Pride 
Brunch.  As usual there was a good crowd, 
excellent food and many auction items that 
were available for purchase – see picture.

White Party – June 10
Old Town - from 9:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m., 
including 4 Bars - 1 Ticket - $10 
Grand Cafe - Kathy Ford Band 
Spiral - National DJ Guillaume, Men of 
Playgirl, DJ Timmy D  
Chrome Cat - Sista Otis, Live DJ 
Esquire - DJ Music

State Pride March – June 11
Organization of March begins at 11am.  
The March starts at 12 noon, on Grand 
venue, Lansing.  To get a prime location, 
or if you have a float, we do suggest that 
you arrive earlier.  Registration for floats 

In Loving Memory:  
Karen J. Hartwig
I wonder: If you ask the universe for 
Grace, Beauty, Laughter and Joy, does it 
come true?
It does if you know Karen Hartwig.

Karen Jeanne 
Hartwig was 
born March 4, 
1963, and left 
this earth way 
too suddenly on 
March 18, 2011.

Twig had these 
gifts. Grace. 
Beauty. Laughter. 
Joy. She gave them away freely, to 
anyone that happened by. Well, not 
freely. There was a price. You had to 
laugh with her. You had to find beauty 
in a sometimes ugly world, or create 
it if you couldn’t. You had to find joy 
by giving it to someone else. And, you 

(Continued on page 11)
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Sistrum Spring 
Concert
  
SISTRUM TURNS 25! 
Join the celebration at the spring 
concert!
Singing the Journey
May 20 & 21, 2011

Silent Auction at 7:00 p.m.
Concert at 8:00 p.m.

Dart Auditorium at LCC
500 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing

Sistrum’s New CD, Dancing Naked at 
the Edge of Dawn may be purchased 
online at www.sistrum.org.  Also 
at the website, Sistrum has a new 
Scholarship Fund!  Find out how you 
can support Sistrum and be a part of 
the next Concert. 

Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus is 
also on Facebook.

& Vehicles are $25 each.  Walkers are 
Free!
Pay for your registration fee at our online 
store or mail a check payable to Michigan 
Pride. 

Rally at the Capitol - June 11 - 1 p.m. 
There are countless issues that affect 
Michigan’s LGBT Community.  During 
the Rally statewide leaders will deliver 
powerful and inspirational speeches 
to help us all focus our efforts in the 
next year.  If you believe all people in 
Michigan deserve equality, regardless of 
their sexual orientation or gender identity 
you NEED to stand up and make 
your voice heard! Join us at the 
largest annual event held on 
Michigan’s Capitol steps.  This 
year we are proud to partner up 
with Equality Michigan, Motor 
City Pride & Hotter Than July! 
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Karen J. Hartwig

had to bear your burdens, and your 
own clumsy self, with grace.

She never asked this of course, you 
just did it.

Twig had so many, many gifts, she 
was compelled to give them away.

Twig worked tirelessly in the early 
years of Michigan Pride to make 
sure that that day wasn’t just a 
good idea in someone’s head, but 

an extraordinary event 
for thousands of people. 
Later, when some of us 
got old and tired, Twig 
went back.

She did the same thing 
for Suits in the City. She 

recruited women to 
join and made the 
event a fun, safe 
place for LGBT 
people to network. 
To laugh. She helped 
bring the “L” to an LGBT 
event.

And Zonta. And the Capital 
Area Humane Society. And 
the Women’s Center. And her 
neighborhood.

Those to whom much is given, 
much is asked. Twig answered. 
Fiercely.

And Twig could be fierce. A force 

to be reckoned with. But she 
generally reserved her contempt for 
bad drivers and anyone who played 
against Michigan State.

Twig left behind a loving family 
– Joan, Bill,  Susan, Emma, her 
partner Sarah – but she left another 
family, hundreds of us.

And she touched thousands of 
people she never even knew.
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, LAHR member, and fellow human being, 

Ok!  It is not my ken. 

 But it is time that I wrote about our state budget.

(I started to write The State Budget, but you know what?  It is our –yours and my—budget, we have to 
live or die with it.)  

At the April meeting of The Commission on Services to the Aging, on which I serve, we discussed the budget situation of the 
Office of Services to the Aging in Michigan (OSA).  Here is what we were told.

In double speak language we get, “The House increases reductions over “……..

 (Increases reductions!  Are they afraid to say cut?) 

“The Executive Branch’s proposed  budget”…..

(That would be Gov. Rick Snyder’s proposed budget)
 
“and reduces state funding to programs for Sr’s  by $8.0 million including $1,835,000.00 For community services, $1,581,700.00 
for home delivered and congregate meals and eliminates all funding for 3 Sr. Volunteer programs totaling$ 4,465,300.” Gee 
whiz are these considered of so little value? 

(We were informed by OSA staff, “volunteer programs are decimated under this legislation!”)

Old people volunteer to help out older people.  They are out and about calling on homebound people, delivering meals,  often the 
only meal the old man or old woman may get in a day, maybe even in two days, on the weekends.   But goddess knows businesses 
will be saved any hardship by ending the business tax.  

This is not just a tax cut, this is a tax shifting and for many of us, particularly those minorities such as ourselves, it very well 
could be a death knell.  

And finally let’s see what is in the plans for another minority; a mere “$120,000 dollars of funding to Tribal Elders is 
eliminated”!  

(Bolding, underlining, exclamation points, margin changes, added by author!)

All of which breaks my heart. Does it yours?   It is not programs or funding being cut, it is people’s lives   being slashed and 
gutted.  These old and vulnerable people are someone’s neighbors, parents and grandparents, if not our own.  Who will pick 
up the slack of feeding, acknowledging, witnessing, conversing with our friends and family members who are vulnerable; old 
or young, Poor and alone, homebound?   I imagine in the ending of these programs many people will simply fall through the 
increasingly gaping holes in our ideal of human kind.  Many will simply drop through the social “Safety net”, disappearing so 
rapidly in this new economy.   It used to be a social order, but in today’s world, there is no social, only the economics of the rich 
and powerful. 

 Society—Community--- Common good-- What are the meanings currently of these things?  What is the value of these things to 
you?  How will you nourish and protect them?  How will you act for your society, your community, and for all of our common 
good?  

What you do will save lives, I know it. .   

Sincerely, Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,  
LGBT Liaison Officer

One Person at  
a Time 

On April 2, 2011, 
I participated in the first annual 
Queer and Career conference at 
Michigan State University.  This 
conference was a partnership 
between the Career Services 
Network, the School of Human 
Resources and Labor Relations, and 
the MSU LBGT Resource Center.
 
I sat on a panel with four other 
members of MI-GOAL, the 
Michigan Gay Officers Action 
League.  We were representing 
those who work in some of the 
“less LGBT friendly” fields 
of employment including law 
enforcement, corrections, and the 
military.

It was refreshing to see young, 
enthusiastic, open minded people 
interested in getting involved 
in public safety careers.  It was 
enjoyable to share some personal 
stories about life on the job and 
how things have changed over 
the past two decades.  We’ve 

May Friday 
Night Dinner
at Kung Fu 
Szechuan 
Cuisine

by Gary Hicks, LAHR Board

Friday Dinner Group

The LAHR Friday night dinner will be held 
on Friday, May 20 at 6:30 p.m. at Kung Fu 
Szechuan Restaurant, 730 N. Clippert in 
Lansing, across Grand River Avenue from 
Holiday Lanes. You may view their menu 
online at www.kungfucuisine.com.

These dinners are held the third Friday of 
each month at a different restaurant in the 
Lansing area and provide an opportunity to 
socialize over a casual meal.  We welcome 
all members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community, as well as friends and family.

Whether you come on your own or bring a 
friend or partner, please join us for dinner!  
RSVP to Gary Hicks at garyatmsu@aol.
com by 3 p.m. on May 20, if you plan to 
attend so we know how many to expect. 

MI-GOAL, the Michigan Gay Officers Action League, panel participating in the MSU Queer and 
Career Conference. From left to right: Heidi Williams, Deputy Director of East Lansing 911; Cole 

Bouck, Michigan Dept of Corrections; James Sims, Michigan Dept of Corrections
Michelle Bryant, Lansing Police Department; Janet Conners, University of Michigan Police Dept. 

come a long way, baby!  I hope 
the conference participants got as 
much out of the conference as we 
did sitting on the panel answering 
their questions.  It was a very open, 
honest dialog.  It is easy to get set 
in our ways and in our jobs.  We 
take these things for granted.  It 
is important to remember the next 
generation and the challenges they 
face.  Reach out a hand when you 
can to help guide them along.

A few weeks before the conference, 
I mentioned to my niece (an MSU 
freshman) that I was going to be 
participating in this conference.  
She asked if she could attend with 
me to support me.  I welcomed her 
to come along.  She even brought 
her cousin with her.  These two 
young (straight) women asked 
some good questions of the panel.  
They were saddened by some of 
the stories of discrimination they 
heard.  After the conference, my 
niece said to me that it had opened 
her eyes to some of the things I 
(and other LGBT people) have had 
to face that she never realized.  She 
offered to help in any way she can.  
Enlightenment….one person at a 
time.  Eventually, the world will be 
a better place!  

D Thomas & 
Mykul Johnson

34 years
May 20
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander

May Flowers

Here at Edgewood, 
we have just finished 
our Lenten journey, 
walking through the 

trials of Holy Week, and ending the 
month with a glorious celebration of 
Easter! In our experience of Easter, 
we lift up the joys of new life and 
the possibilities of transformation. 
We celebrate the triumph of life over 
death, love over hatred, hope over 
despair. Whether or not we believe in 
a literal resurrection of Jesus, we do 
believe that the power of God’s love 
is stronger than the powers of hatred, 
evil, and intolerance.

No matter our religious beliefs, we 
can see this hope in the very earth 
during this time of spring.  We see 
flowers grow from dead bulbs, birds 

Empower Yourselves

Health body, mind and spirit 
doesn’t have to cost an arm and a leg.

Yoga
Tai Chi

Salsa dancing

Donations-only, Community-driven 

Full schedule at:  www.justbyoga.com

517-488-5260

return from far away, butterflies burst 
from cocoons.  We feel the sun again, 
making all things new.  Love over 
hatred, life over death, hope over 
despair.

Spring celebrations, and the honoring 
of new life, can be found across 
religions and across cultures.  We all 
long for a promise that things will 
be okay, that there will be a second 
chance, that we have reason for hope.  
And in this time of year, as the sun 
beams warmly on our backs, we feel 
that hope deep inside.  It may not be 
rational, but certainly, it is real.

In our history, we have seen that 
love can defeat hatred and that life 
is stronger than death.  We have the 
heroes of our past who have defeated 
apartheid, who have died for civil 
rights, who have found to end slavery.  
We have the heroes of the present who 
have won battles for marriage equality, 
second parent adoption rights, and 
gender identity protections.  Yes, we 
have a long way to go, but there is 
reason for hope.  Love is stronger than 

hatred; it is not just a saying, it is a 
reality that we have seen in the arc of 
history.

I love the saying, “April Showers 
Bring May Flowers,” because during 
the gray, rainy, cold days of April,  
I know that flowers are coming.  I 
know that new life, new hope, new 
beauty is emerging.  And so I wish 
that for all of us in the struggle for 
equal rights.  Flowers are coming and 
hope is real.  So let’s hold on to that 
promise, believing that love is stronger 
than all the powers of hatred, evil, and 
intolerance.

May you have hope and joy today, 
as we all wait for the flowers of 
tomorrow.

God bless!
Pastor Kari
Edgewood United Church, UCC
www.edgewooducc.org

Equality Band  
Needs You!!  

The Equality Band of Michigan, a 
statewide LGBT band, is resuming 
rehearsals to prepare for 2011 
Pride events. The band welcomes 
musicians of all skill levels and 
rehearses in Lansing at Everybody 
Reads bookstore. If you are 
interested in joining the band, 
contact Gary Hicks at 525-1732 or 
Bill Beachler at 337-1419 for more 
information
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW, OR 
IS IT?
Part 2

I dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night,  
alive as you and me.

Says I “But Joe you’re 10 years dead.”  
“I never died,” says he.   
“I never died,” says he.

“In Salt Lake Joe, by God,” says I,  
him standing by my bed,

“they framed you on a murder charge.”
Says Joe,  

“But I ain’t dead.” Says Joe,  
“But I ain’t dead.”

     
-  From Joe Hill,  

by Alfred Hayes and Earl Robinson

Criminal laws are probably the most 
clearly defined, and should be since they 
are punishable by imprisonment.  People 
often wonder why so much energy and 
expense goes into defending criminal 
suspects.  They also wonder how lawyers 
could bring themselves to defend such 
individuals.  However, it has become more 
and more apparent that we have a very 
imperfect justice system.  Any lawyer will 
tell you this.  It is, of course, far better 
than nothing, and is probably the best 
system in the world.  

However, huge mistakes are made, 
sometimes by the police, sometimes 
by those handling evidence, sometimes 
by juries or judges.  Any one of us 
could be a criminal suspect, even if we 
have done nothing wrong.  Innocent 
individuals have spent decades in prison 
for crimes they did not commit.  This 
is where the lawyers come in.  A good 
criminal lawyer will protect a suspect 
from mistakes in the criminal justice 
system and from ruthless individuals who 
may have been involved in the arrest or 
prosecution.  Don’t get me wrong, most 
police do an exemplary job, and they 
have, perhaps, the hardest job in the 
world.  One moment they come upon 
innocent victims, and the next they must 
chase down criminals.  But as with any 
job, there are people who make mistakes, 

and people who indulge in unethical or 
criminal behavior.  

When our country was founded, the 
colonists had suffered abuse and 
sometimes torture at the hands of the 
British military.  Our founding fathers 
were very concerned about these “police 
state” tactics, and crafted the Constitution 
to prevent such tactics in the future.  I 
would define “police state tactics” as 
arrest, prosecution and punishment 
without due process of law.  Due process 
means employing the proper procedures 
so that no one is arrested or convicted 
without sufficient evidence or without an 
advocate to present that evidence.  This is 
an oversimplified definition, but you get 
the idea. 

Police state tactics have been used in 
this country at times, primarily against 
minorities.  That is always the greatest 
fear, that a majority will rise up in a 
country and crush the minorities who 
are less protected.  Certainly the LGBT 
community has experienced police state 
tactics.  That is why Stonewall happened.  
And that is why it is so important to 
protect the constitutional rights of every 
individual. Shakespeare understood 
this concept hundreds of years ago and 
hopefully we will never forget it.  Nazi 
Germany was a police state, so was the 
Soviet Union.  And in more recent times 
so was Iraq and so is Libya.  These are just 
a few examples.  There are many more.  
And again, we have been guilty of the 
same thing on occasion in this country.  
(To be continued).

WKAR published a story 
about Gateway’s LGBTQ 
Support Group
 

by Jillian 
Pastoor, LAHR 
Grant Manager

Amanda 
Dubey is a 
social worker 

at Gateway Community Services. A few 
years ago, she was counseling a gay 
teenager. 

“And I was just searching and searching 
for a group or somewhere he could go that 
wasn’t in the school, because he wasn’t 
enrolled in school, and I couldn’t find 
anything,” says Dubey. “And I was pretty 
devastated that there was such a lack of 
services in the Lansing area.” 

So Dubey decided to start a group 
herself. She got a grant from the 
Lansing Association for Human Rights, 
put out flyers and started a Facebook 
page. Soon, she had a small group of 
gay teenagers meeting regularly at 
Everybody Reads bookstore on the east 
side.

The teens are relaxed and friendly with 
each other. No put-downs are allowed 
and everything that happens here is kept 
confidential.
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

 Finding Therapy in 
yard work

I used to hate yard 
work.  I said before 
that my mom was 

a teacher.  She had the whole summer 
off.  Most kids were excited for summer 
vacation.  Not me.  For me, summer 
vacation was an array of endless chores.  
I used to imagine her up late at night 
thinking of sadistic tasks that she could 
have me do.  I swear I used to hear a 
distant cackle at night downstairs while I 
was trying to sleep.  I don’t know, I could 
have been dreaming.

It amazed me all the things she could 
come up with.  I really don’t remember 
having much free time in the summer.  
Every day I had a new chore to do that I 
swore that I had just done.  Seriously, how 
many times can you weed the flower beds 
or trim the hedges?

Of course, I would rebel.  I would play 
the sick or the tired card.  But, she saw 
right through it.  I remember one time, we 
were cleaning the garage (forth time for 
the summer, I swear!)  and I had to help 
move this antique buffet.  I only thought a 
buffet was a place you had an all you can 
eat meal.  I didn’t know it was a piece of 
furniture.  Anyway, it was in two pieces 
and I was helping move the back piece 
that had a mirror in it.  Well, I was tired 

and didn’t want to help so, I picked it up 
with one limpy hand.  I took two steps 
and dropped it and the mirror broke.  Boy 
was she mad!  You’d think I had taken 
some expensive valuable thing and broke 
it.  Wait, I had.  Anyway, I got out of work 
for the rest of the day but, it was not worth 
it.  I had to pay for the mirror out of my 
allowance.

Things are very different for me now.  I 
actually love doing yard work.  I find it 
very therapeutic.  It can be very peaceful 
and relaxing.  No matter what kind of 
day I have had, whether stressful or easy, 
working in the yard relaxes me.  I know 
that sounds crazy.  Working up a sweat, 
pulling weeds, mowing, planting, pruning, 
fertilizing, transplanting, trimming, all 
is relaxing?  Yep, sure is!  It’s my hobby 
for the summer.  It’s my only hobby, 
really.  Maybe I need to find a hobby for 
the winter?  Perhaps, I wouldn’t hate it so 
much if I did…..Nah.

So, get out in that yard.  Have pride in 
your work.  If no one else appreciates it, at 
least you can.

Tell me what you think.  Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome.  Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com

MSU Pride Scholarship 
Recipient Chosen To Relive 
1961 Freedom Rides
(Compiled from MSU News Sources and 
MSU GLBT Alumni Ass’n)

MSU junior Erica Shekell, recipient of the 
2009 MSU Pride 
Scholarship, has 
been selected 
as one of 40 
college students to 
participate in a ten-
day reenactment of 
the 1961 Freedom 
Rides that is being 
sponsored by 
PBS’ “American 
Experience.”  
Shekell, a 
journalism and 
media arts and 
technology major 
and a member 
of the MSU 
Honors College, 
was chosen from 
nearly 1000 applicants from across the country.  
She is the only college student selected from 
Michigan and one of only two students 
selected from Big Ten universities.

Fifty years ago, a diverse group of men 
and women boarded buses to fight for 
civil rights. According to PBS, the 40 
students selected reflect the same diversity.  
From May 6 to May 16, 40 students will 
travel, all expenses paid, with some of the 
original Freedom Riders by bus, starting 
in Washington, D.C., and finishing in New 
Orleans. They’ll
meet with some of the most influential civil 
rights leaders while learning from each other 
about civic engagement efforts on campuses 
around the country.

“Freedom Riders,” a documentary filmed by 
Stanley Nelson about the original riders, will 
be broadcast on WKAR TV on May 17 on 
PBS’ “American Experience.”  In addition, 
the students’ experiences will be broadcast 
in real time, using social media to foster a 
discussion on social change.

Shekell attended Howell High School, where 
she played an active role in the Diversity 
Club and helped organize a Day of Silence.

MSU junior Erica Shekell, 
who will participate in the 
Freedom Ride and who 
was the recipient of the 
2009 MSU Pride Scholar-
ship.  Picture taken at the 
2009 MSU LGBT Alumni 
Association Homecom-
ing Open House at the 
LGBT Resource Center
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We Support a Just & Humane Budget

◊	 Honest	taxes	for	the	Common	Good	that	fund	humane	
government	programs	such	as:	education,	health	care,	
food,	housing,	&	infrastructure.	Don’t	cut	programs	for	
low-income	people.			

◊	 Expect	rich	people	to	pay	their	fair	share	of	taxes.		

◊	 Shift	budget	priorities	away	from	the	military	&	toward	
human	needs.

The	Greater	Lansing	Network	Against	War	&	Injustice
Working	for	Peace	and	Justice	in	the	Lansing	area		

Donations	Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Information	about	budget	priorities	at:
Institute of Policy Studies

Unnecessary	Austerity,	Unnecessary	Shutdown

www.ips-dc.org 

Out at Work
by Frank Vaco, 
LAHR Board

Introduction

Work Out! 

Job fits in with who 
and what you are! 

I am happy, bubbly, and always eager to 
do anything when I am asked.   Nope, I 
am not talking about the bedroom, but 
working for a living.  In an economy 
still dealing with harsh setbacks are you 
offending your desk with a picture of your 
partner?  You will eventually hit that pink 
ceiling, for now just lay back and enjoy 
your career.  Does not mean I go back in 
the closet, well maybe, for a suit and tie. 

I shall be attempting to write a piece 
about gay professional working ever so 
often.   It’s like wanting to join a gym but 
sweating on the Wii for me.  I can just sit 
around pushing papers and grunting.  Thus 
I am going to be an advocate.   This makes 

me happy, bubbly, and always eager to do 
anything for my cause.   

I am not a private dancer.  Although, in a 
way, I find dropping hints every now and 
then helps.  It’s not my soul intention to 
glorify my life.  So I bring eighty percent of 
myself to the table at work with my sweat, 
and hide tears.  It’s a professional world out 
there, I think you should leave the kink to 
the bedroom.  Do not forget you are master 
of what you do and how you do it.  

Have Pride in your work?  I constantly am 
hearing the hard working class saying they 
are working for chunk change.  A job is 
only a job where you get paid.   Why I was 
in college for so many years and continue 
to strive for a piece of paper?  When my 
fate could be flipping burgers?  If that’s 
the case, then at least smile and be best fry 
cook you can be.  Be a SpongeBob, and 
keep a picture of WHY you are working 
for life close to you. 

If you are a LGBT worker, I would love 
to hear your stories on how you deal 
with being out!  Send them my way at 
Vacaafrank@gmail.com .   Keep working 
towards ENDA.   Not only just a brand 
new beginning but the employment 
nondiscrimination act.

To Move Our Community 
Forward, Our Friends and 
Allies Need Help!
by Bill Beachler, LAHR PAC

Important elections are just around the 
corner and LAHR PAC has begun its 
many activities to prepare for them.  
This year, our 30th year as a PAC, we 
have important local elections in East 
Lansing and Lansing.  Next year is a 
presidential election year and there will 
be many races of great importance to the 
LGBT community.

One important activity is to help raise 
money to support our friends in critical 
races.  LAHR PAC has two fundraising 
events planned and we need you, your 
friends, and families to attend.  These 
events are enjoyable for several reasons:  
we expect many of the candidates 
running for election to be in attendance, 
which provides you an excellent 
opportunity the meet and discuss issues 
with them. We also expect many LGBT 
people to be there, which allows for 
an excellent opportunity to meet new 
and old friends. Oh yes, and the food is 
always excellent!

On Thursday, July 14th, from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m., LAHR PAC will be having a 
Bastille Day event at the beautiful East 
Lansing home of William and Michael 
Sawyer-Todd, 641 Virginia Ave., just 
south of Burcham Dr. in Avondale 
Square.  There will be a suggested 
donation of $30, more if you can and 
less if you can’t.

This Fall, there will be another 
opportunity to help our allies running for 
office when we’ll celebrate the harvest 
with an Oktoberfest theme. Stay tuned 
for more information here and on LAHR 
PAC’s Facebook page!

LAHR PAC has helped provide the 
LGBT Community and our allies with 
information on candidates for public 
office for 30 years now.  Please commit 
or recommit yourselves to an even more 
progressive next 30 years by supporting 
our efforts!
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Church & Taxes
Letter to the Editor:  

There is a special election in Lansing on May Third. It is to raise your Property taxes, by 4 mills.    If it passes, citizens in Lansing 
will continue to be protected by the hundred police and fire fighters who will be laid off if the millage increase does not pass.   Our 
community benefits by “paying” through our taxes for the city services provided by our Lansing City Government and paid for 
through our taxes.   Vote yes if this is what you support.

If the millage fails, Lansing government will have to release these protectors of our house, property and our very lives.   We will have 
to balance the budget by gambling on the safety of you, me, our neighbors, friends and families.  If this is what you support vote no.  

Please consider both of these arguments and vote your values, either for valuing of our safety being protected, or for our safety being 
gambled away for a few bucks being paid by property owners in Lansing.  

As an example of how much you might have to pay in increased property taxes should this issue pass, If your home is worth 100,000., the 
property owner can expect to pay only  $4.00 more per week in increased property taxes. 

Penny Gardner, willing tax payer, City of Lansing

This note represents the writer’s viewpoints and does not reflect the viewpoint of the Lansing Association for Human Rights.

Another extra note:

On May 8th at the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, see the letter from the President in the April Newsletter, L AHR’s President, Penny 
Gardner will be speaking with the adult education class.  The class is following the 10AM service, from 11:30-12:30.   Perhaps you would 
like to check out the service and join Penny afterwards for the class.  All are welcome.   
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Mitten Mavens
May 14, 2011 - Demonstration Hall

Buy tickets online at:

Experience the excitement of
Roller Derby

www.MittenMavens.net for tickets and more information

www.mittenmavens.net

Super Hero / Tribute to the Armed Forces
Mitten Mavens vs. Flint City Derby Girls
Demonstration Hall, MSU’s campus
May 14th, 2011
7:00pm. Doors open at 6:00
Pre-sale tickets: $6
Tickets at the Door: $8
Students and Military 
with ID: $6
Kids under 12: FREE

Come See Us!

ACLU of Michigan LGBT 
Project Reaches  
10 Year Mark
by Dennis J Hall, past LAHR President

The American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) of Michigan is celebrating 
the 10th anniversary of its Lesbian Gay 
Bisexual Transgender (LGBT) Project. 
While the Michigan ACLU is the third 
ACLU state organization in the country to 
boast a legal and advocacy project devoted 
specifically to LGBT issues, the ACLU 
nationally has been working to protect the 
rights of the LGBT community for over 
70 years.

In the late 1990s LGBT citizens 
of Michigan were continuing to be 
discriminated against, and there were 
no positive changes in sight for equal 
treatment under Michigan law.  Hearing 
the call from community members and 
allied organizations for a strong legal arm 
to litigate cases involving LGBT rights, 
the ACLU of Michigan, through the 
generous support of the Arcus Foundation, 
launched its LGBT Project in 2001 with 
staff attorney Jay Kaplan at the helm.

The LGBT Project’s mission is to foster a 
society in which LGBT people and people 
with HIV/AIDS enjoy equality, privacy 
and personal autonomy and the basic rights 
of freedom of expression and association.  
The Project encourages a climate in 
Michigan where people live openly without 
discrimination, where people respect others 
identities and families and where there is fair 
treatment in employment, schools, housing, 
public places, health care and government 
programs.

The LGBT Project advocates for LGBT 
equality through the courts, the legislature 
and public education in five important 
areas.  1) The ACLU is on the forefront of 
both legal and public education efforts to 
win legal recognition and secure marriage 
equality for same-sex couples.  2) It defends 
students’ rights to free expression in public 
schools, demands that learning environments 
do not encourage bullying and violence, 
and helps educators create an atmosphere 
respectful of students’ sexual orientation 
and gender identity.  3) The ACLU defends 
the rights of LGBT parents, not only in 

custody and visitation arrangements, but 
also by challenging discriminatory laws 
that restrict the rights of LGBT people 
to parent.  4) It fights to include gender 
identity in nondiscrimination laws, raises 
awareness of civil rights issues facing 
transgender people, and brings lawsuits 
challenging biased laws in employment, 
schools and public accommodations.  5) 
Over the years the ACLU has fought against 
LGBT discrimination on many fronts, from 
challenging “sodomy” laws to advocating 
for civil rights that protect LGBT people.

The Project continues to work to 
amend Michigan’s Elliott-Larsen Civil 
Rights Act to include protection against 
discrimination in employment, housing 
and public accommodations based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity 
or expression.  It continues to push 
for the enhancement of anti-bullying 
legislation that protects LGBT youth, 
to advocate for the full legal rights of 
same-sex couples to parent, to protect 
state laws that provide confidentiality 
for HIV status, and to support policies 
to respect the relationships of LGBT 
seniors.  Ultimately, of course, the Project 
will work for the 
elimination of the 
state constitutional 
amendment that 
currently bans 
same-sex marriage 
or similar unions.

While the last 
10 years of the 
Project’s existence 
have been very 
important to the 
LGBT citizens of 
Michigan, we know 
that there will be 
continued political 
pressure to turn 
back the clock and 
to erase the positive 
actions that have 
taken place on 
behalf of LGBT 
citizens. What 
everyone needs to 
understand is that it 
takes money to go 
to court to protect 
our rights!

The Project cannot continue to fight 
for the rights of LGBT people unless it 
receives support from the very people it 
works to help.  It is now up to each and 
every LGBT person in Michigan to step 
up and do two things:  become a card-
carrying member of the ACLU, and donate 
generously to the LGBT Project.  The 
ACLU can continue this fight only if 
we are willing to support it with our 
memberships and our donations. 

Please go to the ACLU of Michigan’s 
website (www.aclumich.org) right now 
to become a member. Then when you 
are able, write a check to the ACLU MI 
Fund in support of the LGBT Project and 
mail it to the ACLU of Michigan, 2966 
Woodward Avenue, Detroit, MI, 48201. 
(The Fund is a 501c3, so it is deductable 
on your federal income tax returns!)

Help the LGBT Project celebrate a 
wonderful 10th anniversary with your 
membership and a donation of $10, 
$100 or more to keep this organization 
in the business of protecting the rights 
of LGBT people in Michigan! The real 
fight for our rights begins now.

10 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

(Continued from page 1)

Michigan Pride

LAHR will be participating in the 2011 Michigan Pride activities as you can 
see from last year’s LAHR tent at the Festival - stop by and say ‘Hello’

Commitment Ceremony – June 11
Approximately 1:45 p.m. at State Capitol Steps.  No fee, but 
donations to the minister and church are appreciated.  Stand UP 
and OUT ... and show your love during our group Commitment 
Ceremony on the Capitol steps.....Registration will take place 
during the Rally for those who did not pre-register.  Participants 
can expect to receive a certificate.

Diversity Festival – June 11
Burchard Park, Old Town 
(Turner St. & Grand River Ave. in Lansing)
12 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Admission: $5 
 
Michigan Pride 2011 hits Old Town - Immediately following 
the Pride March and Rally in Downtown Lansing, head over to 
Burchard Park for the Michigan Pride Diversity Festival!  This 
year Michigan Pride is excited to offer:
 
Hours of live entertainment hosted by Aaliyah Martinez
Youth area with carnival games, a bounce house, playground & 
face painting
Open Air Bar (21 years old+) - twice as big this year plus a patio
A diverse array of for-profit as well as non-profit vendors offering 
rainbow merchandise, information about resources for LBGTQ 
advocacy

A shuttle service to move attendees throughout the festival. 
 
Sunday Tea Dance – June 12
Progressive Party - This year marks the sixth year of the 
Michigan Pride Progressive Party.  Stay tuned for more details.
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

517 483-4188 office
517 482-0213 home

cwood@lansingmi.gov (email)
carolwood.posterous.com (blog)
carolwoodforlansing.com (web site)

Serving you on Council since 2000

LAHR Meets Equality 
Michigan
Bill Beachler, Publisher

Equality Michigan held an informative 
and exciting event in downtown Lansing 
recently at the Tavern on the Square.  The 
event included appetizers, a cash bar and 
a wonderful opportunity for the Lansing 
LGBT community to meet the staff and 
board of Equality Michigan.

The staff and board were having two days 
of meetings in Lansing to work on their 
strategic plan to end legal discrimination 
against LGBT people in Michigan.  Most 
of the 9 member staff and the 9 member 
Board of Trustees were present, including 
past LAHR Treasurer Cynthia Paul, who is 
a member of the Board.

LAHR Board member Gary Hicks and I 
were pleased to meet Interim Executive 
Director Denise Brogan-Kator and 
have our picture taken with her (see 
picture).  I had an opportunity to talk 
with Michael Gregor, Communications 
Director, about getting information 
from Equality Michigan for the LAHR 
newsletter.  Also, I talked extensively 
with Emily Dievendorf, who lives in 
Lansing, and who is Director of Policy 
for Equality Michigan about coordination 
and cooperation between LAHR PAC and 
Equality Michigan regarding political and 
election activities.

LAHR meets Equality Michigan at Tavern on the Square recently in downtown Lansing.  
From left to right - Bill Beachler, Denise Brogan-Kator, and Gary Hicks

Equality Michigan works to achieve full 
equality and respect for all people in the 
state of Michigan, regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity or gender 
expression. They are also a touch point for 
events, organizations, and information that 
are of interest to the community.  They 
are a professional, active resource for all 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer 
and allied community 
members.  Learn more 
on their website: www.
equalitymi.org 

LAHR and LAHR 
PAC look forward to a 
long, cooperative and 
productive relationship 
with our friends at 
Equality Michigan

Dubey says the teens often talk about gay 
issues, including bullying. “If a youth 
comes to group and identifies being 
bullied at school, we try to talk with 
them about what steps they can take to 
end the bullying, we advocate for them, 
we talk to their parents, we might talk to 
their school,” she says. “And they really 
support each other and give each other 
ideas, ways to cope, ways to deal with it.

You can read the rest of the story and 
listen to an audio interview by visiting 
WKAR.org. For more information 
about the LGBTQ Support Group, 
please contact Amanda Dubey at 
adubey@gatewayservices.org, visit 
gatewayservices.org or call Gateway 
Community Services at (517) 351-4000

(Continued from page 6)

Support Group
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Hello, I am Kyle Buchanan
I grew up right here in Lansing, MI on the south side towards Holt.  I lived in a single parent 
household along with my brother and my lovely mother. As a child I think I was always so full of 
life.  Everything I wanted to do I did it and did it well, well at least most things.

At the age of 9, I began to become involved with music. I loved music as a little kid; it was in a 
way a way for me to escape the fact that at an early age I knew I was different from other “little 
boys.”  I remembered when I was 8 years old I was watching the “Phil Donahue Show”, and he 
had Rob and Bob Jackson-Paris on his show.  I knew as I watched them speak, that I was just like 
them. I didn’t really know what being gay was, but if being gay was like them, I knew that was me. 
It made me happy, pardon the pun.

As I began to get older I began to become more comfortable with my sexuality. Around the age of 
13 I stopped dating girls.  I knew the consequences would be that other peers would think I was 
gay, and I was a little scared but I was ready to be me!  I had acquired a second degree black belt; I played varsity lacrosse and was 
happy to let someone know I was gay if they asked.

I went to Grand Valley State University in 1997-2000 and obtained a Bachelors of Science in Psychology. While attending GVSU I 
was president of the LGBT student group Out N’ About.  I was also a potential founding father of the National Social Fraternity Delta 
Lambda Phi, but unfortunately I couldn’t get enough members.  I have always loved playing a part with activism within the LGBT 
community as well as educating fellow peers and younger ones in HIV and STD prevention.

I moved back to Lansing in the summer of 2009 to be closer to my mother.  It has been a little bit of a slow start with me getting back 
into activism since being back in Lansing.  I became a member of the LAHR Board of Directors in December of 2010.

I am a very kind and loving man - always willing to help someone if I can.  In my free time I love spending time watching movies, 
cooking and baking, and speaking French whenever I can. I do have a bit of a geeky side loving anime, science fiction and fantasy. 
 
I plan to help LAHR as best as I can and look forward to this year!
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Euchre Event 
Reminder
The 14th Annual Frank Bigger 
Euchre Tournament / Potluck 
/ Charity Event will be held at 
the Esquire Club on Saturday, 
May 7, 2011.  The doors open at 
noon, there is a pot luck at 2:00 
p.m. and the euchre tournament 
begins at 3:00 p.m.  The entry fee 
per person is $15 - $10 for the 
tournament, $2 for the loner pot, 
and $3 for the fundraiser.  Bring a 
dish to pass and everyone always 
has a great time.  Eeryone is 
welcome!! 

Republicans Fight LGBT 
State Employee Benefits

It Was Never  
About the Money

by Joe Marutiak, 
LAHR Treasurer

The last few issues 
have tracked the 
attempts by the 

Republican leadership in the Michigan 
House and Senate to block health care 
benefits for partners of LGBT state 
employees.  The Michigan Civil Service 
Commission developed the benefits in 
accordance with agreements with the 
Unions representing state employees.  
While the Republicans control both houses 
of the legislature, the rules require a 2/3rds 
majority to overrule the Civil Service 
Commission.

Republican leaders have argued that their 
opposition is financial.  They claim that 
the benefits will cost $8 million dollars 
a year.  (The non partisan Senate staff 
estimated it will be $4 - $5 million.  The 
actual cost will be much less because 
most LGBT employees can’t afford the 
approximately 30% LGBT tax penalty 
they pay to get the benefits.)

Democrat leaders have argued that the 
benefits were negotiated in good faith and 
it would be a bad precedence to overrule 
the Civil Service Commission. 

The Republican dominated Senate easily 
passed SCR 9 resolution with the required 
2/3rds majority.  The House was another 
story.  Republicans needed 11 Democrats 
to vote with them.  The first House vote 
was on March 22nd.  There was fear that 
the Republicans would use a “fast gavel” 
and just declare the measure passed.  
Since they chair the chamber, they have 
the ability to say the measure passed by 

the required amount and declare it passed 
by voice vote.  This technique has been 
used many times.  Democrats called for 
a recorded vote and only 2 Democrats 
voted in favor.  All of the Lansing area 
Democrats representative voted correctly.  

The House Republicans tried another vote 
April 14th but disavowed the fast gavel 
approach.  The Republicans decided that 
their goal was a recorded vote.  They 
believe that they can use the votes by the 
Democrats in the next election.  They 
want a record more than they want to kill 
the benefits.  This shows that it was never 
about the money, it was a political wedge 
issue.

Since the measure failed to get the 
required 2/3rds, the negotiated benefits 
are slated to go into effect October 1st.  
There are efforts underway though to 
get the Attorney General, Republican 
Bill Schuette, to declare the benefits 
unconstitutional. 
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SUNDAY
• First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
• Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
• All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
• Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
• Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
• Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
• Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

• Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

• Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
• LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing.
• Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
• Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com.

TUESDAY
• Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
• Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
• Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the 

Molly Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

• Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

• LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
• Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

• LAHR’s Coffee Night - has been placed on hold until at least next spring. 
If anyone is interested in taking the lead and continuing the group during the 
Winter months, please notify Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call 337-1419. 

• Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
• Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United 

Methodist Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
• Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
• Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 

Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu, phone: (517) 483-1209 

• Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

• LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

• LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

• LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
• LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month – at the Old Town Diner 

at 516 E. Grand River in Old Town next to the old Temple Club.   
Contact Bill 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

VARIES
• Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 

Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732
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