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Michigan Pride Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

State Pride March – June 11
Organization of March begins at 11am.  
The March starts at 12 noon, on Grand 
Avenue, Lansing, MI.  
To get a prime location, or if you have a 
float, we do suggest that you arrive earlier. 
Registration for floats & Vehicles are $25 each. 
Walkers are Free!
. 

In Loving Memory: Michel A. Cameron
By: R Cole Bouck

Michel A. Cameron, a longtime participant in and contributor to 
Lansing-area and statewide LGBT organizations, programs and 
activities - a gentle man with many friends, died unexpectedly 
Thursday, April 14, 2011 at Otsego Memorial Hospital. A native of 
Saginaw, Michel is survived by two brothers.  He was 74 years old.

Michel had a long and established career in the Michigan oil 
and gas business; but to many in this area, he will always be 
remembered as, the ‘voice’ 
of the Greater Lansing Gay 
Men’s Chorus (GLGMC).

Michel was well known in 
the Michigan oil and gas 
business as a consultant, 
and was elected President 

of the Michigan Association of Professional Landmen in1967.   He later worked for 
McClure Oil in Alma, where he resided for some 25 years.  While in Alma, Michel was 

(Continued on page 3)
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Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,  
LGBT Liaison Officer

Pride 

One year ago, I set a 
goal.  That goal was to 

have some members of the Lansing Police 
Department participate in the Michigan 
Pride Parade; not as traffic control but 
as true participants riding on a float 
supporting the LGBT community.  It is 
always rewarding to see an idea come to 
fruition and that is exactly what I expect to 
see on Saturday, June 11th, 2011.

I have secured a float.  I have secured a 
vehicle to tow it with.  I have secured a 
male police officer who will be in uniform 
as the driver.  I am still recruiting other 
LPD officers to ride on the float.  (I 
know, I know, maybe recruiting isn’t the 
best word to use.)  I have some officers 
who have already verbally committed 
to participate.  This support was much 
easier to get than what I expected.  I hope 
the LGBT community supports them and 
welcomes them to this event.  This is a big 
step….and a big step in the right direction.

This goal is not just about getting officers 
from the Lansing Police Department 
involved.  This is the Michigan Pride 

Rally at the Capitol – June 11
There are countless issues that affect 

Michigan’s LGBT Community.  During 
the Rally statewide leaders 

will deliver powerful 
and inspirational 
speeches to help us 
all focus our efforts 
in the next year. 
If you believe all 

people in Michigan deserve equality, 
regardless of their sexual orientation or 
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
P.O. Box 6565

East Lansing, MI 48826

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Pride
Dear Reader, 

Finally, Finally, warm sun is streaming through my attic windows.  Ain’t it swell?

This month is Pride month. Every June, as long as I can remember, all over the country and the state, local 
communities celebrate who we are.  Pride is about loving each other, and most importantly loving ourselves.  

Showing our love by being out and proud at these special events, and equally if not more important being out and proud in 
whatever it is you do in the rest of your life’s activity. I know this is sadly not possible for some of you. That is the shame of our 
society, not of you.  

Those that are able to be out and proud help open doors that others might more easily walk through them.  Open doors that have 
been slammed shut by hate, mistrust, and downright discrimination.  

I just watched a you tube video, shared on Facebook by past LAHR President, Cheryl  VanDerKerhov.
http://news.yahoo.com/s/yblog_thelookout/20110504/us_yblog_thelookout/minnesota-lawmakers-gay-marriage-defense-goes-
viral  . As I watched it I thought of Pride! I thought of how we keep on keeping on. How we get it up to go out and change the 
world, through one act at a time.  Whether that act is wearing a button, finding a church that welcomes us, shopping at stores 
that serve us in more ways than just taking our money, are prideful acts.  As well as marching, protesting, singing and playing 
softball!  All and many more are acts of pride.  

We at LAHR are prideful of our history of 33 years.  A history of LAHR includes our spearheading a citywide campaign to 
protect our inclusion in local human rights ordinance.  We didn’t win that one, but recently worked with the City Council to adopt 
another one.  LAHR history also includes running a LGBT volunteer hotline for many years supported with grants and donations.  
Michael Carlson, on our board, was the volunteer coordinator of that project for years.  LAHR has a history of being the local “go 
to” organization when the press, agencies, facilities, institutions want a perspective that includes local LGBT issues.   And our 
most recent history includes making grants of our own to three entities who serve LGBT youth, scholarship, and Old people in 
Lansing.  

This is but a brief overview of our history.  You our members, our supporters, our readers, our leaders are who keep us going and 
creating more of a history.    It is with pride that I am the President of such a stable, long lasting and meaningful organization.  
I thank you.  We thank you.  And Give yourself a pat on the back for investing in LAHR and in the lives of our diverse 
communities.   After all, our lives depend upon it.  

Pridefully

Penny

Letter from the Prez
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gender identity you NEED to stand up 
and make your voice heard! Join us at the 
largest annual event held on Michigan’s 
Capitol steps.
 
Stick around after the rally for the 
2011 Commitment Ceremony!  This 
year we are proud to partner up 
with EQUALITY MICHIGAN, Motor 
City Pride & Hotter Than July! 

Diversity Festival – June 11
Burchard Park, Old Town 
(Turner St. & Grand River Ave. in 
Lansing)
12 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Admission: $5 
  
This year Michigan Pride is excited to 
offer:
Hours of live entertainment hosted by 
Aaliyah Martinez
Youth area with carnival games, a bounce 
house, playground & face painting
Open Air Bar (21 years old+) - twice as 
big this year plus a patio
A diverse array of for-profit as well as 
non-profit vendors offering rainbow 
merchandise, information about resources 
for LBGTQ advocacy
A shuttle service to move attendees 
throughout the festival

White Party -  June 10
9:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. 
Ticket - $10 

Sunday T-Dance – June 12
Stick around and wind down with us. Old 
Town will feature many events 
from BBQs, to a DJ T-Dance, Brunch, 
Drag shows and More! 
Finish off the weekend in style!

(Continued from page 1)
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Pride Update

Walking the Beat Michel A. Cameron

active in the First Presbyterian Church, performed in countless productions with the 
Gratiot County Players, and was involved in Alma’s annual Highland Festival; he was 
honored to have served as Grand Marshall of the Festival parade. Michel was elected 
Alma City Commissioner in 1975 and served on the Gratiot Community Hospital 

Board of Trustees.  Whether performing 
or supporting a performance, it was well 
known around Alma that Michel’s famous 
cast parties, which he thrillingly hosted at 
his home, were never to be missed! (And for 
those who remember it, I have his famous 
chicken tetrazzini recipe!)

Michel served as Secretary of the Board of Directors for the former Michigan 
Organization for Human Rights (MOHR) - Michigan’s statewide LGBT civil rights 
organization of the time.  He found inspiration under the leadership of MOHR’s 
President, James K. Dressel - a former Michigan state Representative.  It was through 
Jim Dressel and MOHR that I came to know Michel in 1991.  

Michel had a long history of enjoying the company of many 
wonderful friends, and participating in a whole host of activities, 
in and around the Lansing and Alma areas.  During his latter 
years in Alma, Michel sang as a member of the GLGMC for 
several seasons, making trips regularly to Lansing for rehearsals, 
performances and the like.  In 1998, Michel’s work took him 
north, joining Ward Lake Energy and its successor firm EnerVest 
in Gaylord, MI.  For the past thirteen years, he resided at his 

scenic condominium at Tree Tops North, just outside Gaylord.  Though he was no longer 
able to make the rehearsals necessary to sing with the GLGMC, he was asked on several 
occasions thereafter to serve as the Chorus’ ‘Master of Ceremonies’ - an honor that 
pleased him beyond measure.

It was Michel who turned me on to Gilbert and Sullivan.  He was  a well recognized 
and longtime supporter of the University 
of Michigan Gilbert and Sullivan Society 
(UMGASS).  He had attended their twice 
yearly G & S productions (April and 
December) for over two decades, and I and 
others of his area friends accompanied him 
for the past 17 years.  Michel enjoyed the 
Renaissance Festival in Holly, appreciated 
XM Symphony Hall and XM Pops, took 
every opportunity to be outdoors, and soaked up anything Red Wings.  Many of us 
remember receiving our quarterly copied collection of Deb Price columns - from first 
until her last. While it would perhaps be impossible for him to choose a favorite activity 
himself - Michel took pleasure in anything and everything he did, performance art of 
any sort was by far his topmost enjoyment.  Did he EVER get a thrill out of his annual 
trips (plural !) to Stratford, Ontario!  Michel appreciated fine dining perhaps more than 
anyone else I know, was among my very best friends, and I miss him terribly.  

Through his family, he had a lifelong relationship with 
the Tawas Beach Club in East Tawas.  He served on 
its Board of Directors at various times, and exhilarated 
himself sailing in Tawas Bay as recently as these last 
years.

Parade.  Therefore, I am working with 
MI-GOAL (Michigan Gay Officers Action 
League) to encourage members from other 
departments around the state to come out 
and join us.  It is too soon to tell what kind 
of a response we will get from around 
the state, but I am expecting a decent 
representation.  I look forward to reporting 
back on the success of this year’s event.  I 
hope to see you there!

(Continued on page 5)
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander

May Flowers

Lately, I have been 
working with my 
sister to plan her 
wedding.  She is 

marrying her partner, Miranda, a 
woman who is a wonderful, joyous 
addition to our family.  And although 
I have officiated at many, many 
weddings, helping my sister to plan 
her wedding is a very different role for 
me.

I am used to doing pre-marital 
counseling, working with couples 
on strengthening their relationships, 
preparing them for the joys and 
challenges of marriage, and then 
choosing with them the words that will 
be used to declare their commitment 
and their love.  We discuss any 
histories of abuse, previous failed 
relationships, any struggles with 

chemical dependency, personality 
traits, communication issues, and 
conflict resolution, to name only 
some of the topics.  It is hard work 
– preparing for a marriage – and it is 
hard work – being married – and so I 
work with couples to help them gain 
the tools that they need to succeed 
at this challenging, but life-giving 
relationship.

But with my sister, the work is 
different.  In fact, it isn’t work at 
all! Someone else is officiating, 
someone else is doing the premarital 
counseling, and I get to be the sister.  
This means our discussions revolve 
around flowers, DJs, the Electric 
Slide, wedding cakes, hair styles, and 
reception venues.  These are very fun, 
and very different, conversations.

But one thing that I have learned from 
being involved in weddings, both as 
a pastor, and as a sister, is that it is 
a beautiful thing when two people 
commit their lives to one another; a 
beautiful, joyous, fun, challenging, 
rewarding, sacred thing.  When two 

people take the risk of love, the risk of 
partnership, the risk of vulnerability, it 
is worth celebrating.  And in my work, 
whether the wedding is for a straight 
couple or a queer couple, the reality 
is the same:  two people who love 
each other deserve to celebrate that 
love; they deserve to honor that love; 
they deserve to commit themselves to 
one another and enter the covenant of 
marriage, with all its challenges and 
its joys.

Marriage is sacred and all of God’s 
beloved children deserve the right to 
be fully, legally, and lovingly married, 
if they so choose.  It is my profound 
wish that we will soon live in a world 
where there is true marriage equality, 
and we can all celebrate the sanctity of 
marriage and the God who loves as all, 
as we are. 

God bless!
Pastor Kari
Edgewood United Church, United 
Church of Christ
www.edgewooducc.org 
kari@edgewood.org 
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Patina Enlightenment
by Damita Zweiback

Happy PRIDE! 
LAHR Readers, 

It is with pleasure 
and sadness that I 
write the month’s 
article.  The pleasure 

is that it’s June again, and that means 
Pride celebrations across the nation!  That 
always makes me happy.  I look forward 
to every bit of it, the people, the awesome 
styles, the flirtations, the dancing, and just 
being OUT and LOUD!

The sadness comes from a couple of 
factors – one, is that the Chrome Cat had 
to close her doors.  This is particularly 
heartbreaking because it’s happened just 
before Pride, just as the weather finally 
started to warm, and because it was “to my 
knowledge” our only women owned and 
operated LGBT establishment in town.  
This really makes me wonder, where have 
all the women gone (or going)?  Really, I 
mean, once a month at “First Fridays,” is 
awesome, but aren’t the women around 
Lansing a bit more active socially than 

Frank Vaca & Stevie
4 years
June 30

Memorial gifts, if desired, are suggested 
for the LanSINGout Gay Men’s 
Chorus, P.O. Box 11146, Lansing, 
Michigan 48901; the University of 
Michigan Gilbert and Sullivan Society 
(UMGASS); or, to a charity of your 
choice. 

Michel, we wish you smooth sailing!

(Publisher’s Note - For the second 
month in a row, we are publishing an 
obituary.  I had the opportunity to 
attend Michel’s memorial service at 
his previous home in Alma.  Karen 
J. Hartwig and Michel A. Cameron, 
where both outstanding individuals, 
people the LGBT community was 
proud of and people the community 
at-large throughout mid-Michigan 
will miss because of their awesome 
contributions.)

(Continued from page 3)

Michel A. Cameronthat?  Last time I checked – with my own 
meter of course - at least twice a month 
was a minimum for being out amongst the 
girls to shake a tail feather.

We can do better Lansing!

The other current issue that makes me 
sad is the current blatant discrimination 
policies being proposed in the Michigan 
legislature against the gains made by 
LGBT activists and supporters.  This 
is a sneaky bunch!  While, the world is 
focused on the war, the economy, high gas 
prices, and the housing crises, we have 
individuals in the Michigan legislature 
more concerned about who and how the 
LGBT population love and care for their 
families!  Again, Really??!!  Enough of it!  

Readers don’t let these folks think for one 
minute that they can slip in laws, while 
heads are turned, that block or over-turn 
any gains of domestic partner benefits and 
other LGBT rights.  Pay attention, get out, 
get active, and show PRIDE in solidarity!

DZ

Equality Band  Needs You!!  
The Equality Band of Michigan, a statewide 
LGBT band, is resuming rehearsals to 
prepare for 2011 Pride events. The band 
welcomes musicians of all skill levels and 
rehearses in Lansing at Everybody Reads 
bookstore. If you are interested in joining the 
band, contact Gary Hicks at 525-1732 or Bill 
Beachler at 337-1419 for more information
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW,  
OR IS IT?
Part 3

Fear grips the insides of the one  
who sees no handle on the door

Fists beat her bloody while  
nobody went for help or went to war

Yes this is war, and she must

Fight her way out, draw back  
and wait till she’s prepared to escape

Armed to the teeth and ready  
for whatever she must do to be free

  
The man is not afraid for he is

Counting on the silence  
you and I can create, and

No one fears the laws growing
Moldy on the books while there are

Lives here at stake,  
so she must fight her way out . . .

     
 - from Warrior by Pam Sisson

When I worked at Legal Services in Flint 
in the 80’s, I handled almost exclusively 
domestic assault divorces.  It soon became 
apparent that the police were not enforcing 
the law regarding domestic assault.  If my 
clients would call the police, they were 
told “I am sorry ma’am, that is a family 
matter; there is nothing we can do.”  This 
was the basic policy.  

I created a questionnaire for my clients 
to fill out, collecting data regarding the 
police response, if any.  It was, as I recall, 
a 3 or 4 page questionnaire.  I also asked 
my clients to contact the city ombudsman 
(a sort of mediator/facilitator office) with 
their concerns.  Over time I had hundreds 
of these questionnaires.  I worked very 
closely with police on the Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence (which I 
helped form) in Genesee County (Flint).  
I edited out the identifying information 
in the questionnaires and submitted 
the whole pile of questionnaires to the 
coalition, and to the police department.  

MSU 2011 Homecoming Reception / Party 
Mark your calendar!!  The sixth annual MSU GLBT Homecoming 
reception is scheduled for Friday, October 21, 2011 following the 
MSU Homecoming Parade from 6:30 to 9:30.  This fun event will 
be held at the Kellogg Center in the excellent Red Cedar Room 
with fireplace. The reception will include excellent food (do not 
eat dinner in advance),  a cash bar including soda, free coffee, 

background music, and a welcome with the opportunity to meet the 2011-2012 
LGBT scholarship recipients.  This is also an opportunity to network with other 
grads and to meet many new friends – both MSU grads and friends of MSU.  Our 
friends from the University of Wisconsin have also been invited.  You may park 
free in the Kellogg Center parking ramp. Tickets will be sold at the door for $20 
per person. 
 
 Everyone is invited!!  

LAHR Attends Church
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

In the past two issues Penny, our 
President, has written about her experience 
with the downtown Presbyterian  Church, 
our first institutional member, and her 
discussions with LAHR member Jim 
McClurken, who is an elder of the church.  
We announced Penny would be speaking 
with the adult education class.

Penny asked me to accompany her to 
church, which I did.  This is something 
I should have done years ago, as I have 
always been a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Rowley, Iowa, 
where my sister is currently an elder.

Penny and I attended church and 
appreciated the warm, friendly welcome 
we received from everyone we came into 
contact with.  The church clearly wants 
to reach out to the LGBT community and 
to encourage us to check out their church, 
including the excellent facilities they have 
for other community uses.

Following the inspirational service, I 
supported Penny in her presentation to 
the adult education class.  (See picture.)  
Penny talked about her experiences, 
LAHR and the LGBT community.  There 
were many questions from a welcoming, 
well-informed and open-minded group of 
very nice people.

LAHR President Penny Gardner presents LAHR and the LGBT community to a  
welcoming Presbyterian Church
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

 Those Crazy
Republicans!

Ok, so it’s no secret 
that I’m a democrat.  
Most of us in the Gay 

community are.  It is based partly on the 
social issues.  Do, I agree with all of the 
issues that the Democratic Party espouses?  
No.  Do, I agree with more of them than 
those of the Republican Party?  Yes.  I do 
disagree with the Democrats on unions 
and government aid.  I dislike unions and 
I think too many people abuse the welfare 
and bridge card program.  I think there 
should be lifetime limits on both.  I do 
believe the Republican party on larger 
State’s rights and small government.

Wait, small government?  That is one of 
the platforms of the Republican Party, 
isn’t it?  Well, you would never know that 
based on what some of the Republicans 

have been doing since taking over parts 
of the state and federal governments.  It 
seems lately that they are changing their 
tune and opting for more large government 
that likes to tell you what to do.  It’s been 
kind of scary.

Now, I’m not a huge fan but, lately I have 
been catching The Rachel Maddow Show.  
I really like her spots called, “Really 
Really Really big Government”.  I gained 
interest when she started talking about 
how here in Michigan we now have an 
“Emergency Financial Manager” that can 
disband a duly elected body and enact 
their own form of “Financial Martial 
Law”.  Is this the kind of Democracy we 
have been taught?  I don’t think so.  So, if 
the Governor decides that a city/township/
elected board is insolvent, he can appoint 
the Emergency Financial Manager.  
This manager swoops in, dissolves the 
government/board elected by the people 
and takes control himself.

Let’s define Democracy, shall we?  
According to the dictionary, Democracy 
is:  a form of government in which the 

Empower Yourselves

Health body, mind and spirit 
doesn’t have to cost an arm and a leg.

Yoga
Tai Chi

Salsa dancing

Donations-only, Community-driven 

Full schedule at:  www.justbyoga.com

517-488-5260

supreme power is vested in the people 
and exercised directly by them or by 
their elected agents under a free electoral 
system.  Does that sound like what the 
Governor is practicing?  I don’t know 
about you but, I don’t think it is.  I don’t 
see anywhere a little asterisk saying 
“except when thing go badly, then you can 
do whatever you want”

Here is a definition of a form of 
government that I think is more in sync 
with the Governor.  This government 
is:  any right-wing nationalist ideology 
or movement with an authoritarian and 
hierarchical structure that is fundamentally 
opposed to democracy and liberalism.  
What is this type of government you ask?  
It’s Fascism.  This truly scares me.  I only 
hope it scares you enough to get the word 
out and take action before we start to 
lose our Democracy.  Complacency is the 
downfall of all great civilizations.

Tell me what you think.  Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome.  
Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com
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Violence Is Not 
The Answer

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice
Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Out at Work
by Frank Vaco, 
LAHR Board

Self-Hatred  
at Work

Where are you at 
the level of self-
acceptance?  Do you 

seek other organizations to help with your 
discovery?  Are you knowledgeable about 
the issues you face?  Have you established a 
realistic goal accepting others’ attitudes and 
knowing those backgrounds. 

If you were to look deep into your past 
scars and defeats, you can really help your 
character.  That’s how I managed to get Link 
to drive his mighty sword into Gannon while 
playing a video game.  As my boss says, “no 
apologies.”  You know you turned in Quality 
or Poor work so you just have to live up to it.  
Same goes with how we react to a situation. 

I thought I was on my way of self-acceptance 
at work but at a business meeting I had to take 
a step back. Someone questioned a client’s 
sexual orientation to me “He is a homosexual 
or err what you call a Homosapian?” It is as if a 
whip came down on me. Knowing my place as 
if it were, I just smiled. 

Luckily my co worker was right there giving 
me the eye of you got to be kidding me.   
She knew I wanted a big masculine Thor 
to come swooping down and bring eth the 
smack down.  I held my composure dying 
inside a little but I had a great conversation 
with the client about where he got his shoes.  
There is no sense of blaming yourself but if 
you can get a deal of making a new friend 
or knowing Meijer’s had a super sale, then I 
consider myself lucky.

Confronting the hate speech is something 
I desperately need to work on.  I know the 
background of the area is not Gay Friendly.  
Those who know me personally know that 
I take everything to damn personally.  It’s 
not my fault that I bite my tongue.  It’s the 
whole lover not a fighter but why do I not 
love myself?   

I can say I am out in Lansing but the rest 
of Michigan I would say is slowly coming. 
I try to connect with friendly LGBT 
organizations. I enjoy hearing the stories and 
knowledge of those individuals who have 
come out well before. So what about you, 
how are you on the path of self-acceptance 
and love? Let me know at Vacaafrank@
gmail.com.

Positively Speaking
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

National HIV 
Testing Day

Taking Care of 
Our Community

Each year National 
HIV Testing Day is observed on June 27. 
The National Association of People with 
AIDS founded the observance in 1995. It has 
been observed every year since.  National 
HIV Testing day has generally occurred 
within close proximity of the Michigan Pride 
Observance which is slated for June 11 in 
Burchard Park in Lansing’s Old Town. The 
Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) will 
have a table at the event and is in the process 
of finalizing plans for HIV Rapid Testing in 
a location close to the festival site. Please 
visit laanonline.org for regular updates.

The relative proximity of the two events 
is appropriate although distressing. Since 
the first report of the death of five young 

gay men (from a disease which would 
ultimately be defined as HIV/AIDS) in the 
Centers for Disease Control’s Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report on June 5, 
1981, Men who have Sex with Men (MSM, 
the majority self identifying as gay men) 
have continued to represent the highest 
risk category for HIV/AIDS in the United 
States. Representing only an estimated 
4% of the male population, they represent 
48% of all diagnosed HIV/AIDS cases 
in the United States and 53% of all new 
infections. In Michigan 68% of diagnosed 
HIV/AIDS cases are among MSM, and in 
Ingham County 58% are MSM. The CDC 
reports that the latest estimates indicate that 
white MSM represent a greater number 
of new HIV infections than any other 
population, followed closely by black 
MSM, who continue to be one of the most 
disproportionately impacted subgroups in 
the US. There are more new HIV infections 
among young black MSM (ages 13 to 19) 
than any other age and racial group of MSM. 
Among white MSM, the majority of new 
infections are among those ages 30 to 39 
followed by those ages 40 to 49. Among 
Hispanics, similarly to blacks, younger 

(Continued on page 14)
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

Hello, I am  
Francisco Arnaldo Vaca
I am used to being a small city boy.  I grew up in the 
small town of Fowlerville.  I now reside in Potterville 
with my mom, and guinea pigs.  I have a partner of 
four wonderful years.  I am a Lansing Association for 
Human Rights Board Member but I used to be on the 
E-board of Lansing Community College Gay Straight 
Alliance.  I still watch over LCC GSA because that’s 
the first place where I learned to accept myself. 

If you will have me as your Vice President, I would like to throw my bid in for August.   
I really enjoyed my first and probably not the last time at the LAHR breakfast and 
dinner.  It is nice to be around those with so much history and depth.  I think I can 
try to move membership and help raise funds for our proud organization that is still 
needed. 

My Fairy Gay Mothers blessed me with the opportunities I have now.   Gina, Spenny, 
my Mom, and Penny I will always greatly admire.  When I was lost in the darkness of 
2004 Prop 2, I went a bit batty and they stood by me.
 
I don’t just stick to the web with blogs and facebook. Really I do try to be a social 
butterfly but I cannot escape being that shy guy.  So open up your hearts and let me in.  
You peeps are beautiful. 

The police chief, at first, was very 
angry.  However, over time, he 
completely changed the police 
response policy.  Through education 
and pressure from the coalition, 
which included myself, the Unitarian 
minister, a judge, the chief of 
police, a police trainer (who was 
an angel), and others, the police 
completely changed their approach 
to domestic assault.  The chief of 
police finally issued an order to the 
entire department (police departments 
are run in a military style) that 
violators of the criminal laws, or 
of injunctions (previous version of 
PPO or Personal Protection Order), 
would be prosecuted.  I digress a little 
(OK a lot), but I wanted to briefly 
describe this activist process to 
illustrate how changes can be made in 
our legal system.  More on the topic 
of domestic assault in the LGBT 
community later.

(Continued from page 6)

A Matter of Law
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Join Us For 
Dinner
at Old Town’s 
new Wild 
Rose Café

by Gary Hicks, LAHR Board

Friday Dinner Group

Enjoy a summer night in Old Town by 
joining us for our June Friday night dinner 
at the new Wild Rose Cafe, on Friday, June 
17, at 6:30 p.m. The cafe is located at 1224 
Turner St, in the heart of Old Town, between 
Grand River Avenue and Clinton St. The 
cafe features American food and baked 
goods.

An optional walk along the River Trail will 
take place right after dinner.  These dinners 
are held the third Friday of each month at a 
different restaurant in the Lansing area and 
provide an opportunity to socialize over a 
casual meal. We welcome all members of 
the Lansing area LGBT community, as well 
as friends and family.

Whether you come on your own or bring a 
friend or partner, please join us for dinner! 
RSVP to Gary Hicks at garyatmsu@aol.com 
by 3 p.m. on June 17 if you plan to attend so 
we know how many to expect.

LAHR Aging Grant 
Complete
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Joe Marutiak, LAHR aging grant project 
manager, reports that LAHR’s aging 
project has been completed.  Entitled, 
Greater Lansing Guide to Aging Services 
for the LGBTQI Community, it was 
produced by the MSU School of Social 
Work from our LAHR grant.  LAHR 
has hard copies of this excellent 31 page 
publication which will be available at 
the LAHR Pride table and it will also 
be available soon on our excellent 
LAHR website  www.lahronline.org .  
The following is the introduction to the 
publication:
 
“This guide is intended to serve aging 
LGBTQI (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender,
Questioning, and Intersex) individuals, 
their caregivers, and family members by
providing information about aging 
services in the Lansing, MI, area. It is 
intended
to be an educational resource for the 
community as they consider the scope of
aging services.  Aging often encompasses 
changes physically, emotionally, and 
socially. 

It is essential to access supports as the 
needs of aging increase.  Aging services 
have historically been hostile to the aging 
LGBTQI community, resulting in fear and 
avoidance of aging services.  LGBTQI 
seniors face more barriers due to the 
lack of provider knowledge and training, 
inequitable policies, and lack of resources. 
Thus, it is important for LGBTQI seniors, 
their caregivers, and families to be aware 
of available resources as well as specific 
issues to consider when seeking resources. 

It is our hope that this guide will assist 
you in becoming an educated consumer 
of aging services.  The resource guide is 
organized by service categories.  Each 
section is introduced by information 
that will be of particular importance 
for LGBTQI seniors. Each section 
then includes national, state, and local 
resources (when available) that may be 
useful.

As you consider various aging services, 
you may want to think about:

• Legal documents you can have in 
place to ensure that your wishes are 
respected as you age;

• Hospital and long-term care visitation 
policies;

• Benefit eligibility requirements 
(Social Security & Medicaid); and

• Long-term care needs.

It is our hope that this guide will help you 
identify needed services. It is meant as a
starting point and lists organizations that 
may be most useful. We have highlighted 
issues
that are specifically important for 
LGBTQI individuals and families to 
consider when
making choices about care options.

The guide does not endorse any particular 
service; we encourage you to use the 
resources listed to make decisions that 
work for you and your family. Every 
effort has been made to provide accurate 
information; we apologize in advance for 
any errors in the guide.

Best wishes,
Anne K. Hughes, PhD
Rena D. Harold, PhD
School of Social Work
Michigan State University”
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Republican Legislative 
Infamy
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

“Most Homophobic Legislature Ever,” 
was submitted to me as a possible article 
title, but I didn’t think it painted the 
picture quite negative enough.  What has 
happened in the Michigan Legislature 
is more like our own Pearl Harbor.  As 
if increasing taxes, stealing from the 
senior citizens and working poor, forcing 
local governments and school districts 
into bankruptcy, and destroying needed 
programs, including education, was not 
enough, the LGBT community was one 
of their biggest targets.  The following 
actions were or are being taken by the 
extreme fundamentalists of the Republican 
Party.
 
The education budget that passed the 
House will take an additional 5 percent 
on top of the already significant cuts 
to any university that provides health 
benefits to adult co-residents (and their 

children) if the co resident is not married 
to the employee.  In addition, Michigan 
House Democrats preserved vital health 
care benefits for “other eligible adults” 
who live with state employees.  House 
Republicans held two votes  – a two-
thirds majority was required for passage. 
The Republicans failed.  Following these 
votes, the Republican Attorney General 
is wasting more tax money taking the 
Michigan Civil Service Commission 
to court in what many believe to be a 
frivolous court suit.  

Both chambers of the Michigan 
Legislature have passed measures 
intended to discourage school-counselor 
training programs at public universities 
from requiring their students to be willing 
to serve gay clients. These tucked away 
provisions require public universities 
to file annual reports on their efforts 
to accommodate the religious beliefs 
of students enrolled in such programs. 
Although the provisions do not explicitly 
mention Eastern Michigan University, 
lawmakers told the Detroit Free Press that 
Republicans in both chambers proposed 

the reporting requirement in response to 
a controversial 2009 decision by Eastern 
Michigan’s counseling program to expel a 
student who refused, on religious grounds, 
to provide treatment to a gay student 
violating university policy.

The Michigan Senate is considering a new 
anti-bullying law, but the bill still lacks 
important components such as reporting 
requirements and specific protections 
for groups that are often victimized 
by bullying and harassment, including 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
students. Listing protected categories, 
such as race, religion, disability, sexual 
orientation, or gender identity, does not 
just protect these groups, but strengthens 
anti-bullying policies for all students.  The 
bill just pretends to do something about 
bullying, while in reality it does nothing.

If you would like to do something about 
this situation, please attend the upcoming 
LAHR-PAC events – see the LAHR-PAC 
article.
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

517 483-4188 office
517 482-0213 home

cwood@lansingmi.gov (email)
carolwood.posterous.com (blog)
carolwoodforlansing.com (web site)

Serving you on Council since 2000

The 30th Anniversary of 
HIV/AIDS 
This year marks the 30th anniversary of 
the first diagnosed case of AIDS. In June 
1981, a rare pneumonia diagnosed in five 
Los Angeles gay men was reported to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). These were the first documented 
cases of what would later become known 
as AIDS. 

Elizabeth Taylor Tribute
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Following the death of Elizabeth Taylor I 
wanted to say thank you to someone who 
was supportive of the LGBT community 
and of the fight 
against HIV / 
AIDS.  Years ago 
LAHR had an 
annual auction 
and Elizabeth 
Taylor volunteered 
to provide a few 
celebrity items 
for us to auction.  
I decided to make a donation to The 
Foundation for AIDS Research (amfAR) 
and I received the following informative 
response.

“Thank you for the generous gift on April 
6, 2011 to amfAR, the Foundation for 
AIDS Research as a tribute to Elizabeth 
Taylor….

Since 1985, amfAR has invested over 
$307 million in its programs and has 
awarded grants to more than 2,000 
research teams worldwide.  A cure for HIV 
/ AIDS - which was deemed naïve just a 
few years ago – is now within the realm 
of possibility.  amfAR is leading the way 
by supporting pioneering cure-focused 
research.

Thank you again for this special gift, 
which is both a thoughtful tribute and 
a meaningful vote of confidence in our 
work.  With gratitude,”

Gateway’s LGBTQ Teen Support Group 
NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT! Consider making 
a tax deductible donation to this group so we 
can continue to provide support, education and 
activities to youth between the ages of 14 - 18 
who identify as LGBTQ in the Lansing Area!  
LAHR also provides funding through a LAHR 
grant to support this LGBTQ Support Group.

Gateway Community Services LGBTQ 
Support Group continues to meet every 
Tuesday from 3:30 – 5pm at Everybody Reads 
Bookstore in the group room.  We always 
welcome new members between the ages 
of 14 – 18 who are in need of support.  For 
more information, contact Amanda Dubey 
at adubey@gatewayservices.org or 517-882-
7217.  
The group recently attended Peace Prom in 
Jackson hosted by PFLAG and Jackson HS 
GSA. The group also attended the Bullycide 
Project at the Wharton Center.

Upcoming Group Topics/Events Include:
• Speaker on Transgender Issues 
• Speaker from EVE, Inc. on Healthy 
Relationships
• Sign Making For the 
PRIDE Parade - The group 
will be marching and 
attending the festival.
• Movie Night!  (Movie To 
Be Determined)
• Free HIV Testing
• Volunteer Opportunities
And as always, we 
offer support and the 
opportunity to make new 
friends!  

Complete Important 
Survey
from Brian Baker, Michigan Fairness 
Forum

Five years ago the Peninsula Group 
surveyed the LGBT population in 
Michigan and gathered solid information 
about the needs and demographics of this 
part of our State’s population. Now the 
Michigan Fairness Forum, which formed 
as the successor to the Peninsula Group, is 
repeating and updating the original survey. 
All GLBT persons and allies over 18 are 
invited and encouraged to join this new 
survey. It’s important, as we work for and 
demand equality, to have professionally-
gathered information about our population. 
The survey takes about a half hour.  Please 
go to michiganfairnessforum.org, where 
you’ll find a link to the survey on the 
right-hand side. Also please let everyone 
in the GLBT community, including allies, 
know. The survey closes September 15. 
The Michigan Fairness Forum’s efforts 
are supported by the Arcus Foundation.  
(LAHR supports this effort!!)
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Frank Bigger Euchre 
Charity Event
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The 14th Annual Frank Bigger Euchre 
Tournament / Potluck / Charity Event 
was held at the Esquire Club on 

Saturday, 
May 7, 2011.  
This annual 
event is held 
in memory 
of Frank 
Bigger (see 
picture), who 
as manager 
of Joe 
Covello’s, 
JB’s, and 
the Esquire 
Club, always 
believed 
in the 

importance 
of supporting charities, including the 
LGBT community.  Many people in the 
Greater Lansing Area have many fond 

memories of Frank and can picture 
walking into one of the above bars and 
seeing Frank playing his favorite game 
of euchre.

The recent event held at the Esquire 
Club was another big success.  The 
food was great as always, the euchre 
tournament was exciting, and the 
fundraising was successful.  For 
several weeks prior to the event, the 
Tuesday night euchre group collected 
25 cents per person per “set,” which 
went into the charity collection.  It 
is much easier getting set, when you 
know the money is going to a good 
cause.

This year a total of $250 was given 
to the following charities based upon 
suggestions by the euchre group:   
LCC Betsy Lou Robson Scholarship 
Fund and Capital Area Humane 
Society.  Over the past fourteen years 
the event has raised approximately 
$4,925 and the following charities, 
in addition to the above, have 
benefited:  MSU Pride Scholarship 
Fund, the Lansing Area AIDS 

Frank Bigger

Network, Michigan Pride, American 
Cancer Society, Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation, Children’s AIDS Network, 
Heart Association, Teen Challenge, 
Ele’s Place, Laves and Fishes, U of 
M Transplant Center, Food Movers, 
Sparrow Hospice, the American Red 
Cross, Greater Lansing Food Bank, 
Lansing Meals on Wheels, Westside 
Community YMCA, Alzheimer’s 
Association, and VOA-Lansing 
Volunteers of America.   Frank would 
be proud of this tradition!!

Coffee / Chat Night 
Returns
Beginning Wednesday, June 1, 
the group will be getting together 
at Gone Wired at 8:00 p.m.  If 
you have questions, please email 
Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net 
or call 337-1419
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Mitten Mavens
Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby

Like us on Facebook!

Experience the excitement of

Roller Derby
beamaven@mittenmavens.net

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

• You can be a Derby Girl!
• No experience necessary
• We’ll even teach you to skate
• We accept everyone regardless 
  of experience or ability
• We don’t discriminate 
• We’re LGBT friendly
• Contact us today!
• Mitten Mavens of Lansing

Be a Derby Girl!

MSM also account for the majority of the new infections between ages 13 to 29. Within our 
community something continues to be very wrong. We need to take care of ourselves.

Each year National HIV Testing Day decries the same idea; Take the Test! Take Control! With 
new medications and with newly announced findings relative to the decreased transmission of 
HIV by infected individuals who are on a proper medical regimen, the argument supporting 
routine testing and knowing your status is more viable than ever. Knowledge is indeed power. It 
better equips you to take care of and protect yourselves and those you care about. You owe it to 
yourself. You owe it to your partner. You owe it to your community.

Visit LAAN at Michigan Pride and join us as we observe National HIV Testing Day.

There are many ways you can take action in response to HIV/AIDS:

• get tested for HIV
• practice safer methods to prevent HIV
• decide not to engage in high risk behaviors
• talk about HIV prevention with family, friends, and colleagues
• provide support to people living with HIV/AIDS
• get involved with or host an event for National HIV Testing Day in 

your community.
For more information about LAAN’s participation at Michigan Pride 
and the local observance of National HIV Testing Day, contact Matt 
Hulbert at 517-394-3719, Ext 30. or visit laanonline.org.

LAAN has a long history of partnership with the LGBTQ 
community and has long realized tremendous support 
from groups such as the Lansing Association for Human 
Rights (LAHR), Michigan Pride, the Greater Lansing Gay 
Men’s Chorus, Sistrum, the Equality Band, Michigan Gay 
Officers Action League (MI-GOAL), Suits in the City, 
various university and college LGBTQ groups, GSA groups, 
and countless LGBTQ businesses. The roots of LAAN like 
the majority of AIDS Service Organizations goes back to 
grassroot volunteer efforts that emerged from the LGBTQ 
community. The current support of LAAN by our community 
echoes those early days and provides permanence to the 
legacies of those who went before us. Because of that let 
me extend my heartfelt appreciation to this community 
and congratulations on yet another Michigan Gay Pride 
observance. I am very proud to be a member of this 
community and honored to be among you.

Let’s take care of ourselves, 
Jake

(Continued from page 8)

National HIV Testing Day
Reminder 
On Thursday, July 14th, from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m., LAHR PAC will be 
having a Bastille Day event at 
the beautiful East Lansing home 
of William and Michael Sawyer-
Todd, 641 Virginia Ave., just 
south of Burcham Dr. in Avondale 
Square.  There will be a suggested 
donation of $30, more if you can 
and less if you can’t.  Meet some 
of the candidates and enjoy some 
excellent food!!
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SUNDAY
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the 

Molly Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - Beginning Wednesday, June 1, the group will be 
getting together at Gone Wired at 8:00 p.m.  If you have questions, please 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call 337-1419

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United 

Methodist Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 

Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu, phone: (517) 483-1209 

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.
q $100.00 Institutional Membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill 337-1419 

or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 
Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732
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