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Suits and the City at the Lexington Hotel
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HOLIDAY CONCERT BIG 
SUCCESS
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus, the 
Lansing Community College Concert Choir 
and Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus, 
performed “I Believe” at Dart Auditorium 
on the LCC campus the first weekend of 
December.  The combined chorus with 
over 100 voices, especially when they 
joined together at the end the concert, was 
inspirational to the approximately 500 
people who attended over the two nights of 
performances.

SUITS AND 
THE CITY 
GREAT EvENT
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

(Publisher’s Note – I would like to thank 
Keith Morris from Suits and the City for 
providing the information for this article.)

Suits and the City had a great December 
event held at the Lexington Hotel with 
around 100 people present.  (See the 
picture.)  Everyone enjoyed great food, 
great music and great friends.  This was the 

second year having the December 
event at the Lexington.

Those attending the event were 
very generous in supporting Suits’ 
annual Toys for Tots drive.  There 
were 140 new toys donated and an 
additional $100 was donated from 
the 50/50 raffle for the drive as 
well. 

This successful event was sponsored by 
Sistrum and the Greater Lansing Gay Men’s 
Chorus.  Keith would like to thank Mark 
Sartor for taking great pictures.  Be sure to 
check them out on the Facebook page.

Suits and the City hopes everyone had a 

safe and happy holiday and looks forward to 
seeing you on January 5th at the Radisson 
Downtown.  Suits gets together on the first 
Wednesday each month from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m.  The location changes, so please visit 
the web site at www.suitsandthecity.com . 

Doug Armstead and Meredith Bowen did 
an excellent job directing the choruses.  
Meredith directed both Sistrum and LCC.

The event enabled the choruses to provide 
a $1,000 donation to the LCC Music 
Scholarship Fund.  In addition, the event 
received a grant from the City of Lansing 
Arts & Cultural Grant Program, funded 
through the Lansing Economic Development 
Corporation with help from the Arts Council 
of Greater Lansing, Inc.

Not only was it enjoyable to listen to each 
of the choruses perform, but performing 
with the choruses were the accompanists, Westboro counter protesters, including 

LAHR, at the All Saints Episcopal Church  
in East Lansing

Westboro Protest
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Three members, including Fred Phelps’ 
daughter, of the Kansas-based Westboro 
Baptist Church, known for their protests 
at military funerals and their “God Hates 
Fags” signs, were in East Lansing in 
November at MSU and the East Lansing 
High School.

They were outnumbered at the high school 
100 to 1 and, in addition, there were 
several hundred people participating in a 
peaceful counter protest at the All Saints 
Episcopal Church.  The LAHR Board 
voted to support the counter protest by 
pledging $2 per minute of hate speech by 
Westboro to the East Lansing High School 



by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

January, 2011: The first year of the second decade in the 21st century.   Are others as astounded 
as I am about how fast time is flying?  Didn’t we just a few short years ago, welcome in the new 
century?  What resolutions have you conjured up for this New Year?  A year that promises to fly by 
as fast as previous years.  

What resolutions might we as a local human rights organization make for this coming year?  As 
President, I’m thinking might those of us who can, reach out in a more personal way than by email, to each of our 
long time and newest members, just to ask “how’s it going for you?”   Might we find out from them that we as an 
organization could be looking at something that is troubling to some member of our communities?  Might we learn 
that something really fine is happening that LAHR might be a part of in some way?  What if the person we contacted 
wants to be involved in a more active way in LAHR and was just waiting to be asked?  To be in personal contact with 
our members and our supporters is an organizational resolution I would support.

As an organization might we resolve to be more visible at events and meetings that aren’t necessarily of our own 
making?  Then again, what about LAHR hosting meetings with local legislators and elected officials to ask them what 
we can do to help them on the rocky road ahead?   How about arranging a member meeting with Federal Senator 
Debbie Stabenow, Representative Mike Rogers even?  What are we to lose and we might even gain something.   

So at our next board meeting, January 9th, 7PM let’s talk about these things and other ideas for LAHR to resolve 
to accomplish in 2011. Please come and share with us your thoughts for the coming year.  The Women’s Center on 
Michigan Avenue is graciously hosting our board meetings and all are welcome to attend and participate.  

And I wish for each of us, a Happy, strong, safe, and productive New Year, after all our lives depend upon it.  

Sincerely, 

Penny Gardner, President
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Holiday Concert

Westboro

percussionists, a bass, and a cello; and they 
were excellent.  Over the years the choruses 
have also recognized the importance of 
American Sign Language interpreters, who 
are also enjoyable to watch.

There was a major announcement by the 
men’s chorus.  The chorus is changing 
its name to the LanSINGout Gay Men’s 
Chorus.  As I was driving home from the 
concert, I reflected back in the past.  I pulled 
the following from the LAHR website, 
www.lahronline.org , from its history:

“Then on November 13, 1989, Larry 
(Barnard) invited LAHR to a potluck 
supper at King Arthur’s Court clubhouse in 
DeWitt.  The clubhouse had plenty of space, 
a beautiful fireplace and a piano.  The stage 
was set, according to Larry’s preconceived 
plan.  The regular LAHR meeting began 
with music.  Larry asked Stuart Ouwinga 
and a few others in attendance to join him 
in some personal selections, including ‘The 
Best of Times is Now.’  Following these 
selections Larry announced that we had just 
heard the first performance of the Greater 
Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus.”

For 21 years many individuals have proudly 
participated in the Greater Lansing Gay 

We apologize that our anniversary column 
was accidentally omitted last month  : (  
The following people celebrated their Long 
Term Relationship (LTR) in December:

Susan Grettenberger and  
Mary Boudreau

14 years
December 28

 
The following people will be celebrating 
their Long Term Relationship (LTR) in 

January:

William and Michael Sawyer-Todd
10 years

January 1

Congratulations!!!

Washington 
Responds
Senator Debbie Stabenow 
Responds to a LAHR Member

Subject:  Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell

Thank you for contacting me about the 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. I share your 
concerns. 
  
I share President Obama’s commitment to 
repealing this policy, which many current 
and former Generals and Admirals have 
said undermines the strength of our military 
with the loss of talented individuals at a time 
when our country needs them most.  
  
I am a proud cosponsor of the Military 
Readiness Enhancement Act of 2010, which 
would repeal the “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” 
policy.  
  
On May 28, 2010, the House passed the 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2011, which would allow for a 
repeal of the military’s “Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell” policy. When this bill came up for a 
vote in the U.S. Senate it was blocked by 
a filibuster. You can count on my support 
when this legislation comes up for a vote 
again.  
Thank you again for contacting me. Please 
continue to keep me informed about issues 
of concern to you and your family. 
  
Sincerely,
Debbie Stabenow, United States Senator

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received 
many emails from people, including my own, 
from governmental officials on a variety 
of subjects.  Beginning in May, 2009, I 
am going to include one letter per month 
entitled “Washington / Lansing Responds.”  
I hope these letters provide you a better 
understanding of where our elected officials 
stand on important LGBT issues and a better 
understanding of the issue.  If you receive 
responses, please email them to me.  Thank 
You!)

Men’s Chorus.  It was always Larry’s goal 
for the chorus to present a positive imagine 
of the greater Lansing LGBT community to 
the community at-large.  Larry would have 
been proud of this announcement.   As I was 
driving home, I could hear Larry saying, 
“What took you so damn long?”

GSA.  Cindy, Pam and Bill were present 
at the church to represent LAHR at the 
counter protest.

Nathan Triplett, City Council member 
of East Lansing, did an excellent job 
communicating and coordinating the many 
groups who were planning to participate in 
the counter protest to ensure public safety 
and to prevent Westboro from being able 
to make money from the protest by taking 
counter protesters to court for assault, 
which they are good at provoking.  

This coordinated effort also used the event 
and the internet to raise funds to benefit 
the five organizations mostly local, who 
Westboro hates the most.  See the included 
picture taken at the All Saints Episcopal 
Church, where food and music were 
donated for all those who participated in 
this very successful event. 
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Patina Enlightenment
by Damita Zweiback

A Newness of Life

It’s a New Year, a 
New Day, time for a 
New Way of Being.

Perhaps you’ve 
heard the saying, “don’t take anything into 
the new year that doesn’t serve you,” or 
something like it.  But exactly how do you 
do that? How do you,first, determine what 
is or isn’t serving you, and then eliminate 
it from your life?  Do you evaluate all 
things the same, including people?

It’s 2:00a.m. and once again I’m up late 
(or early) on a cold Monday morning in 
December, thinking about 2011 – the new 
year.  I’ve been pondering over what to 
take forward and what to leave behind for 
several weeks now, and  trying to obtain a 
perspective on 2010 – was it a good year, 
a mediocre year, a great year?  What did 
I do really well and want to do more of in 

2011?  What will I need to do better and 
what needs to end?

So I decided to get a little help from 
several texts I have read from over the 
years and have maintained in my library 
of “books worth hanging on to.”  Here’s a 
summary of tips to help you take the best 
of what you have forward, and to build on 
those stepping stones for more love, joy, 
happiness, and peace in 2011.

Step one, to determining that is serving 
you (in other words that,which is 
nourishing to your soul).  Ask yourself 
these simple questions (substitute the 
specific issue, or name of the person, 
you’re grappling with for the word 
activity):

1. Is this activity/behavior adding 
value to my life?  Do I feel enriched 
by it, a sense of rejuvenation and 
progress toward my life’s vision?

2. Is this activity adding new 
knowledge?  Am I learning a new 
skill, a new attitude, a new talent, 
a new appreciation when actively 
involved in it?

3. Is this activity expanding and 
growing my relationships (existing 
ones and new ones)?  Am I 
developing deeper and more 
meaningful friendships with people 
whom I share a mutual exchange of 
love and encouragement?

4. Do I feel strong and healthy, both 
physically and emotionally, after 
engaging in this activity?

If your answer to all of these is “yes,” then 
keep going – carry them forward into the 
new year, and set your targets for growth.

However, if your answer is any of these is 
“no,” then perhaps time to leave it behind.  
It does not beneficial to your soul.  This 
brings us to the next step – elimination 
- discontinuing that, which doesn’t serve 
you.  This, as most of us know, is not easy.  
Even, when we know that a particular 
activity or person is no longer adding to 
our lives, we still hang on, hoping the 
situation will change.  

(Continued on page 7)
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander

In 2004, I spent a 
month backpacking 
through Europe and 
Northern Africa.  The 
United States had 

invaded Iraq about 8 months before my 
trip and the on-going war created tension 
during my travels throughout Morocco.  In 
fact, when I first arrived in Tangier, a man 
offered advice, which felt like a veiled 
threat, that I was in danger as an American 
woman in this primarily Muslim nation. 

After that intimidating encounter, I 
began my time in Morocco with a bit of 
trepidation.  As one of the only woman 
not wearing a veil, I knew I stood out, 
and by the time I got to Marrakech, my 
nerves were a bit raw.  And so, when I 
was wandering through that breath-taking 
walled city, passing the vivid colorful 
spices, the beautiful artwork, the intricate 
tiling, I was hesitant to respond to the 
invitation offered to me by one of the 

shopkeepers.  “Hello, hello…Are you 
American?  Can I talk to you?”  The man 
stopped me in the alleyway.  “Please, 
come in to my shop. I just would like to 
talk to you.”  I came up with an excuse 
and continued on.  

Over the next few days, I passed by 
his shop a couple more times, and he 
continued to extend his invitation.  Finally, 
I gave in.  Figuring I could simply buy 
something from him, I agreed to come 
into his shop.  But what he wanted was 
truly a conversation.  He made some 
delicious mint tea and sat down with me 
to talk.  Over the next hour, we discussed 
politics, religion, and the current war.  He 
expressed his deep desire for peace, his 
strong commitment to the Muslim faith, 
and his belief that we are all children 
of God, all sacred and valuable, and 
that every religion that teaches love is 
a true path to the divine.  He asked me, 
as a Christian and as an American, how 
I understood this war and this tension 
between Muslims and Christians.  As we 
continued our conversation, we found 
deep similarities in our world views, in 
our faith lives, in our hopes for peace.  

This stranger in the middle of Morocco 
and I, an American traveler, encountered 
our oneness over a cup of mint tea.

I think this is what happens when we stop 
being afraid of one another, when we stop 
believing that we all so very different, 
when we sit down and talk, when we share 
our stories.  As we enter 2011, I hope that 
this happens more.  Maybe we can sit 
down, Christian and Muslim, religious 
and agnostic, straight and gay, black and 
white, Latino and Asian, human beings 
with human beings, finding the things that 
unite us.  May this year be a year where 
barriers and divisions dissolve, where 
we discover in one another that which 
is sacred and beautiful and whole.  May 
2011 be a year where fear disappears and 
peace, understanding, justice, and love 
take its place.

May it be so!
Pastor Kari
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Holidays, at and end

By now, I’m sure most 
of you have taken down 
all of your holiday décor 
(some of you may still 

be struggling with it).  To me, the holidays 
are a double edged sword.  I do enjoy 
Christmas and the holiday season, but, I 
work in retail.  Need I say more?

Most people take for granted that they can 
take vacation time during the holidays.  
Some people get a week or two off because 
their company closes.  They take for granted, 
the company Christmas parties and the 
neighborhood or friends Christmas parties.  
As for me, I work 6 days a week from 
Thanksgiving until New Year’s.  I average 
between 50 and 55 hours a week.  My 
partner also works a crazy schedule to begin 
with so; we never seem to be able to go to 
any kind of holiday party.

It is a struggle for someone like me to get 
through the holidays.  During my one day 
off a week I need to decorate, shop, wrap 
gifts, do holiday cooking and so on.  It 
would be very easy for me to get all cynical 
about the holidays and turn into a Grinch 
and bark at everyone that wishes me a 
“Merry Christmas”. 

I also have to deal with customers who, as 
the dreaded day approaches, get more irate 
and short tempered.  I can understand why.  
They are tired of shopping, spending money 
and not being able to find what they want.  
I chose not to get irate or short tempered.  
I remember what the season is about and 
shrug off all the negativity.  I wish I could 
say to some of them, “You think you are 
stressed?  Want to trade places?”  It amazes 
me how you hear everyone say they love the 
holiday season because people are so much 
nicer to each other.  Well, they aren’t nice to 
the retail clerks, that’s for sure!

I guess the other thing that allows me to 
make it through the holidays intact is the 
fact that I have such an open and accepting 
family.  My sister and I are both gay and 
my parents welcome us and our partners 
home with open arms and warm wishes 
during the holidays.  That makes a world of 
difference.  I don’t speak to my parents or 
my sister often enough but, we can gather 
around a table for a holiday meal and there is 
not tension but instead, a lot of laughter.  For 
me, that’s what the holiday season is about.  

So, as you pack your stuff away and hunker 
down for the rest of the winter, remember 
what’s important.  Find your own “Holiday 
Nirvana.”  Also, be nicer to the retail clerks 
next year.

January Friday Night Dinner 
Returns to El Azteco

by Gary Hicks, LAHR 
Board

Friday Dinner 
Group

Come warm up a cold January evening by 
joining LAHR friends and members for a

spicy Friday night dinner at El Azteco 
Restaurant, 225 Ann St. East Lansing, on 
Friday,

January 21, 2011, at 6:30 p.m. 

El Azteco has been serving Mexican food 
in the Lansing area since 1976 and hosted 
our largest dinner turnout last year.

This dinner will mark the beginning of our 
second year of monthly dinners, which are

held on the third Friday of each month at 
a different restaurant in the Lansing area.  
We

welcome all members of the Lansing area 
LGBT community, as well as friends and 
family, and provide an opportunity to 
socialize over a casual meal.

Please join us if you have never attended 
one of our dinners.  RSVP to Gary Hicks 
at

garyatmsu@aol.com  by noon on January 
21 if you plan to attend.

Sistrum Update
Sistrum will resume rehearsals 
on January 12th at Central United 
Methodist Church in Lansing on 
the corner of Capitol and Ottawa.  
Perspective members are asked to 
come to a new member orientation 
at 6:00 p.m. and stay for rehearsal 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  For 
more information, visit our website 
at sistrum.org, email the Director 
at director@sistrum.org, or call 
Meredith Bowen at 517-230-3580.
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Our Families
by Mary Boudreau

Resolutions

Happy New Year!  I 
have been accused 
of being a little too 
happy--maybe it’s 

because my birthday is New Year’s Eve 
and I always assumed the big celebration 
was all for me!  However, I do always 
consider the new year a great time to make 
some goals and plans for the future.  

Recent challenges in the world make it 
hard to be “a believer” that these plans 
will always go through.  For example, 
many of us are not getting the financial 
rewards we so richly deserve.  However, 
these limitations can only make us 
stronger if we use them as opportunities.  
My parents are members of the “Greatest 
Generation” who fought World War II and 
survived the great depression, and they 
inspired me to keep trying even through 
things are difficult.  Here are a few ideas 
for New Year’s Resolutions:

• Find a spiritual home and contribute 
to enhancing it in some way

• Take care of your physical health, 
and set a goal like doing a walk/run/
triathlon/dance etc. to support a cause 
you believe in

• Do something to help a child, an 
animal or an older person--or all 
three!

• Read a book

• Invite friends over for dinner--how 
about making stone soup (ask a Girl 
Scout)

• Brush the snow off a stranger’s car 
(and don’t throw it at your partner!)

• Call someone you haven’t spoken to 
in months.

Even though winter can seem a 
LITTLE long in Michigan, bringing 
sunshine into one another’s lives can make 
it seem like a wonderful break.  It also 
helps to take Vitamin D and a B-complex!

The key that many people skip or miss 
entirely, is that there are stages of 
elimination.  Individuals,who jump ship 
at the first sign of discomfort, often repeat 
this behavior, never learning the value 
of overcoming a challenge, and missing 
the splendor on the other side.   At the 
opposite end are those who stay too long 
in an arrangement, losing their sense of 
self – their soul is not fed, and therefore 
withers to the point that they become 
unrecognizable to themselves.

Elimination is a process.  Sometimes, 
changing one or two simple items in an 
activity can be just enough to change it to 
a wholesome experience.  Sometimes, it 
requires a drastic overhaul.  Sometimes, 
it just requires patience, but only you can 
determine how much time and patience is 
warranted.  Your soul will know-if you’re 
paying attention.

Once you’ve gone through the stages and 
have decided enough time was granted, 
and you’ve answered “no” to the questions 
above, you’re ready to eliminate.  Here are 
the steps:

1) Define and write down 
specifically how the activity does not 
add value to your life.  Be precise, 
this will help you develop better 
boundaries as you prepare to move 
forward.

2) Choose a date to stop – then do it, 
cut the strings.  Take the appropriate 
action necessary to communicate your 
separation from the activity. 

3) Clean up and remove all tangible 
items from your work space or 
home.  Pack up materials and items 
associated with that activity and return 
them, donate them, store them out 
of site (only if there’s a chance you 
might be involved in the activity once 
again), or throw them out. Handle 
sensitive information with the proper 
care required.   This is also a good 
time to clean up clutter, and give your 
entire environment a once over for 
areas of improvement.

4) Create distance and time for 
yourself.  Don’t continue to visit the 
same places again and again.  Change 

your routine, and create new habits, 
for example, take a class, join a new 
group, start a new job or hobby.

5) Finally, begin to cultivate those 
activities, which you can say “yes” 
to when asking yourself the previous 
“soul nourishing” questions. 

According to the experts, these steps will 
help you create the space you need to get 
more of what you desire and love into 
your life.

Happy New Year dear LAHR readers!

As always, I welcome your feedback and 
would love to hear how you have used 
these steps to foster a new brilliance in 
your life.

(Continued from page 4)

Patina Enlightenment

Know What’s Happening
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Join your friends and be one of the over 
400 current participants in the excellent 
LAHR list services.  These services 
are one of the best communication 
tools available.  There are two list 
servs available:  LAHRonline and 
LAHRdiscussion.  

The LAHRonline list service is for social 
communication.  You will receive all 
postings about what is happening in the 
Mid-Michigan area.  In addition, you also 
have the opportunity to post what you 
know, so you can share it with others.  

The LAHRdiscussion list service is for 
conversations about various topics.  You 
may read what others think about a 
particular topic and you may add your 
“two-cents” to the discussion.  This is 
frequently an educational opportunity.  
Often this discussion includes information 
and opinions about politics.

You have the opportunity to join one or 
both of these excellent list services.  Just 
go to the LAHR Web site home page at 
www.lahronline.org  and on the right 
side of the screen it says, “Subscribe to 
Mailing List.”  Under this heading are the 
two choices.  Just click LAHRonline and/
or LAHRdiscussion to join.  The more 
people who join, the more effective, 
informative, and successful the services 
will become!!!
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
 

What’s in a name? That 
which we call a rose by 

any other name would smell as sweet.
-from Romeo and Juliet, by William 

Shakespeare

Many of us have a secret (or not so 
secret) desire to change our names.  
There can be many reasons to change 
one’s name: a connection to family 
history; a new relationship or marriage; 
the end of a relationship or marriage; a 
desire to have the same name as one’s 
child to make life easier for the child; a 
simple like or dislike of a name; religious 
or spiritual associations.  

For lesbian or gay couples, having the 
same last name may be particularly 
significant.  Although I do not often 
recommend that you do your own 
legal work, if you want to change your 
name, this is something that you can do 
yourself.  If you happen to be a woman 
in the midst of a divorce, the name 
change can be a one liner in the divorce 
judgment and should not cost any extra.  

Otherwise you will need to file a brief 
court action in the circuit court in the 
county where you reside.  The circuit 
court clerk will provide you with the 
forms and the written procedure.  The 
filing fee is currently $160.  There will 
be a brief court hearing, where the 
judge will ask you whether you are 
changing your name to defraud creditors.  
Otherwise, your request will almost 
always be granted.  

Once you have the court order, there 
are a few other important steps that 
you should take.  I would suggest that 
you get a new birth certificate (again 
the circuit court clerk will provide you 
with this information). The basic fee 
for getting a new birth certificate is 
$26.  You should notify the Secretary of 
State and also Social Security of your 
name change.  If you have a passport, 
the name on the passport must match 

your new birth certificate, so you will 
need to get a new passport.  Insurance 
companies, investments, bank accounts, 
etc. should also use your new name and 
you can send a copy of the court order 
with the first income tax returns that you 
file under your new name. There may 
be other agencies or organizations with 
which you are involved who should have 
this information.  If you rely on a printed 
diploma for your work, you may want to 
have it reprinted and reframed.  So the 
process is somewhat cumbersome but 
not complicated.  I have handled a few 
name changes as an attorney, but this is 
one of those legal actions that is very 
straightforward.  

 As usual, with important 
documents, you should keep your new 
court order, birth certificate, passport, etc. 
in a safe place – either a safety deposit 
box or a fireproof safe.  Fireproof safes 
cost about $40-50 and can be purchased 
at office supply stores among other 
places.  Someone you trust who lives 
elsewhere should have the extra key, just 
in case you lose yours.  That person could 
also keep photocopies of your important 
documents.  

This is the procedure, however I would 
also suggest that you thoroughly 
analyze why you are changing your 
name and whether your new name is 
what you really want.  Names have a 
deep psychological, social and spiritual 
significance.  It is not unusual for 
individuals to discuss this issue with a 
therapist in making the decision.  Some 
people start having their friends call them 
by their new name for awhile before 
filing the court papers.  This might be 
a way to decide whether the new name 
suits you.  But for many of you, finally 
changing your name may be the most 
freeing experience of your life.

Walking the beat
 
By Michelle Bryant, Liaison

INTRODUCTION

(President’s Note - At a family picnic this 
summer at Edgewood United Church, I met  
Michelle Bryant.  Because I am a reader 
and subscriber to the LAHR Newsletter, I 
knew that Officer Bryant (maybe she is a 
captain for all I know) of the Lansing Police 
Department had been recently appointed 
to be the LGBT Liaison for the LPD.   I 
introduced myself to her, appreciated her 
work, and offered our services should she 
ever need them.  I  liked what I saw and 
heard and asked her to write about her 
job, and herself for this publication. I was 
delighted when she agreed.  Here is her 
premier article.  Enjoy.  She is one fine 
Liaison and otherwise.   Penny)

A new face.  A new column.  What is this 
all about?

In June 2010, I was named as the first 
LGBT Liaison Officer for the Lansing 
Police Department. This position is in 
addition to my job as a Fraud Detective.  
How did I get here?  I attended Michigan 
State University where I earned my 
undergraduate degree in Criminal Justice 
and Psychology. While attending MSU, I 
played four years of varsity softball for the 
Spartans.  Go State!  I continued on and 
earned my Master’s Degree in Criminal 
Justice Administration.  In 1993, I hired 
on as a police officer with the Lansing 
Police Department.  Over the course of 
my career, I’ve had the opportunity to 
work in several specialized areas including 
Community Policing, Special Operations 
(undercover) and S.T.A.R.T. (SWAT 
team). I have been serving the citizens of 
Lansing for eighteen years and am proud 
to be in my new position as a liaison 
between the police department and the 
LGBT Community.

Several months ago, Penny Gardner asked 
me if I would be willing to be a regular 
contributor to the LAHR newsletter. I will 
be writing this column every month and 
would like some suggestions from you, the 
readers, on what you might want or need 
to know. You can reach me at mbryant@
lansingmi.gov.  I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Men’s Chorus Update
The chorus will resume on Tuesday, 
January 11.  We rehearse from 6:45-8:45 
pm at Molly Grove Chapel at The First 
Presbyterian Church on the Corner of 
Ottawa and Pine.  New members should 
arrive by 6:30 pm. and call Artistic 
Director Doug Armstead @ 989 915 9734  
or email him at director@glgmc.org
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Lansing Police Chief  
LGBT Advice
from MI-GOAL

The Michigan Gay Officers Action League 
(MI-GOAL) recently attended a public 
hearing conducted by the Lansing Board of 
Police Commissioners.  The commissioners 
have been charged with conducting the 
search process for filling the current Chief of 
Police vacancy in the City of Lansing.  
 
Cole Bouck, MI-GOAL President, 
represented MI-GOAL at the hearing and 
spoke briefly on its behalf.  Speaking was 
limited to 3 minutes per person, but he was 
able to address a little bit of what MI-GOAL 
is about, and what LGBT desires are for the 
commission in searching for a new Chief.   
Written testimony in the form of a letter 
(below) was delivered to each commissioner 
and reviewed aloud.
 
Only a few people showed up and just a 
couple spoke; so MI-GOAL being there 
and speaking out was even more visible 
and impactful than it might have otherwise 
been.  The City of Lansing has made great 
strides on LGBT issues, and it is important 
that our new Chief continue the supportive 
relationship that has been fostered here in 
Lansing with the LGBT community.

The following is the MI-GOAL letter of 
advice:

Dear Chairperson Maria Mejorado and 
Commissioners,

By way of introduction, I serve as President 
of the Michigan Gay Officers Action 
League (MI- GOAL), Michigan’s statewide 
organization dedicated specifically to 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) law enforcement, public 
safety, corrections and criminal justice 
professionals, and their non-gay allies.  As 
it happens, I am also a 28 year resident of 
greater Lansing, and a 17 year resident of the 
City of Lansing itself.

I am writing you today with BOTH of 
those circumstances in mind, as you work 
to select a new Lansing Chief of Police, 
but most directly in my role as President of 
MI-GOAL. For more information on MI-
GOAL, I invite you to visit our website at: 
www.mi-goal.com.

MI-GOAL’s mission, vision and core values 
cover a broad range of ideals. These ideals 
address the organization’s expectations 
of, and commitment to, its professional 
members; the collaboration it will engage 
in with local and state law enforcement 
and criminal justice agencies and affiliated 
organizations; and, the relationship it will 
foster with the broader LGBT community - 
which for good reason, and over many years, 
has lacked valuable openness and trust.

With this in mind, MI-GOAL would like 
to acknowledge the progress the City of 

Lansing, the Lansing City Council and the 
Lansing Police Department have made 
on LGBT issues, especially over these 
more recent years.  In December 2006, 
the Lansing City Council passed a human 
rights ordinance covering discrimination 
in housing and employment for a variety 
of categories, finally including sexual 
orientation and gender identity. Mayor 
Virg Bernero regularly discusses openly 
his support for the LGBT community, and 
has used that perspective in shaping the 
Lansing Police Department.  In both 2009 
and 2010, the Lansing Police Department 
sent a uniformed representative to an 
annually occurring international professional 
development conference for LGBT and 
allied law enforcement professionals.  
Finally, in July 2010, the Lansing Police 
Department established the new position of 
LGBT Liaison, filled by a 17-year Lansing 
Police veteran Detective and making the it 
only one of a couple in the state with that 
distinction. 

Perhaps for me personally, this latter 
mention is the most touching. When I first 
came to Lansing as a college student in 
1982, the relationship between the LPD and 
the LGBT community was very different 
than it is today. It was characterized then by 
uniformed on-duty Lansing police officers 
and supervisors regularly (read: nightly) 
parking their patrol cars directly across the 
street from the city’s two gay bars, in the 500 
block of Michigan Avenue. They were 
visible on and off almost all evening, but 
they were certainly present in numbers as the 
closing hour of the bars came near. They 
would park their patrol cars in the city lot for 
no other purpose than to harass and 
intimidate exiting bar patrons who simply 
wanted to get into their cars, maybe to sit 
and visit awhile, and to go home. For the 
LPD who were present, it wasn’t about drug 
deals or inappropriate behavior; it was a 
game and for them it was entertainment. For 
the LGBT patrons, it eroded trust and 
created anxiety, if not fear.

As you proceed with the awesome 
responsibility you have of selecting 
Lansing’s new chief law enforcement 
officer, the Chief of Police, I am asking you 
to thoroughly examine each candidate’s 
record - both their words and their deeds - on 
LGBT issues, most specifically:

(Continued on page 14)
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WAR IS NOT THE ANSWER

Learn more and take action at 
Friends Committee on National Legislation

www.fcnl.org 
Human Rights Watch

www.hrw.org 

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice
Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area  

Donations Welcome
www.glnawi.org 

LAHR Ann Arbor Friend 
Honored
from the Internet

(Publisher’s Note – I have been privileged 
to know Jim Toy from about the beginning 
of LAHR in 1979.  Jim is a member of the 
LAHR List Service and at times has posted 
about important events and happenings.  
This honor is well earned)

Ann Arbor’s Washtenaw Rainbow 
Action Project, better known as WRAP, 
transformed itself when its board of 
directors changed its name, welcomed 
six new board members, elected officers, 
and repledged the organization to its 
mission as an energetic resource for the 
transgender, bisexual, lesbian, gay, queer 
and ally local residents.

WRAP is now the Jim Toy Community 
Center, in honor of a man whose name 
is synonymous with queer activism in 
this area. Since 1970, when Toy became 
the first publicly out queer person in 
Michigan, as he says, he’s been fighting 
for gender and sexual orientation rights.
 
A year after outing himself at an antiwar 
rally, Toy co-founded the first sexual 
orientation program office at any 
university in the world. That original 
Lesbian-Gay Male Programs Office at the 
University of Michigan is still kicking as 
the Spectrum Center.
 
“I’m so honored,” says Toy, who’s been 
secretary of the WRAP board for many 
years. “Yes, that’s what everyone says 
when you get something named after 
you. But I really am. More than that, 
I’m humbled to have my name on a 
community center that is so important for 
the health and vibrancy of queer residents 
and their friends and the community.”
 
Toy is credited with being the co-author 
of Ann Arbor’s 1972 nondiscrimination 
policy in regards to sexual orientation 
and, in 1999, in  regards to gender identity 
and expression. Two years retired as 

diversity coordinator of the University of 
Michigan’s Office of Institutional Equity, 
he also helped the University expand its 
nondiscriminatory bylaws.
  
The Jim Toy Community Center is at 
319 Braun Ct. in Ann Arbor’s Kerrytown 
area. For more information, contact 
Linda Lombardini at 734-216-6415 or 
Linda@TrilliumRealtors.com or Barry 
MacDougall at barrym@wrap-up.org.
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New Service for Deaf 
LGBTQ
from the Internet

Visit http://friskyhands.com  FriskyHands 
is an upcoming LGBTQ Social 
Networking site especially designed for 
the Deaf LGBTQ Community and their 
friends.  

Its mission:  FriskyHands aspires to be 
a national leader for the LGBTQ Deaf 
community. We set to create a place 
where this community can meet others 
and their admirers for common interests, 
relationships and more! 

FriskyHands is a web and mobile social 
networking platform for LGBTQ Deaf 
men and women to connect to other gay 
people to extend their social lives, keep 
in contact with friends, expand their 
interests, participate in events, and meet 
new friends for relationships and more. 

LCC FOUNDATION 
ESTABLISHES 
ALTERNATIvE LIFE STYLE 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The Lansing Community College 
Foundation has established the Betsy 
Lou Robson Scholarship Fund to provide 
tuition assistance to LBGT students 
attending Lansing Community College. 
Betsy was a former student at LCC. 
The fund was established by family 
members in her memory.  (LAHR hopes 
to interview the family and provide the 
Betsy Lou Robson story in the February 
newsletter.)

Recipients of the scholarship must reside 
in the Lansing Community College 
district; be lesbian, bisexual, gay or 
transgender; be under the age of 25; and 
demonstrate financial need.  Preference 
will be given to applicants who have 
prior involvement with a LBGT advocacy 
group.  

The LCC Foundation is currently 
accepting scholarship applications 
for the 2011-2012 academic year.  All 
applications must be received by January 
28, 2011.  To apply, go to http://www.lcc.
edu/scholarships/application/.  

For more information on applying for 
scholarships or donating to the Betsy 
Lou Robson Fund, please contact Peggy 

Hellwig at the Lansing Community 
College Foundation at 483-1989 or 
hellwigm@lcc.edu.

About Lansing Community College
Lansing Community College is 
Michigan’s third largest community 
college with more than 32,000 students 
attending each year.  The College has more 
than 240 degree and certificate programs.  
LCC offers courses in general education 
for those interested in transferring to 
a four-year institution, career and 
workforce development, developmental 
education and personal enrichment. To 
meet the professional development and 
training needs of regional employees, 
the college offers customized programs 
for credit, non-credit and continuing 
education. The University Center at LCC 
offers students the opportunity to earn 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from six 
partner universities on the downtown LCC 
campus. For more information, visit www.
lcc.edu.

Transgender Services
 
from the Internet

The University of Michigan Health 
System Comprehensive Gender Services 
Program (UMHS-CGSP) is an academic, 
multidisciplinary program. This program 
provides comprehensive health care services 
for individuals who are transgendered and 
in need of gender-related care, including 
endocrinological, surgical, mental and 
general health care services. UMHS-CGSP 
is a member of the World Professional 
Association for Transgender Health, Inc, and 
operates under strict standards of ethics and 
human rights. 

The University of Michigan Health System 
Comprehensive Gender Services Program 
(UMHS-CGSP) acknowledges that gender 
identity exists within a broad spectrum. 
Individuals having diverse expressions of 
gender and sexuality may have unique needs 
requiring experienced and supportive health 
care specialists and services. Therefore, the 
UMHS-CGSP is committed to providing 
comprehensive individualized health 
care services for individuals and their 
families who are in need of gender-related 
information and health care. 

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 1)
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Scholarship Recipients

LAHR-PAC

identities at Michigan State University through his involvement in 
Spectrum, LBGT Caucus in East Complex, McDonel Black Caucus 
and MRULE, the Multi-Racial Unity Living Experience.

The Stephen P. Pougnet and Christopher J. Green Endowed 
Scholarship focuses on supporting the academic success and 
GLBT involvement of students enrolled in the Eli Broad College of 
Business, the College of Nursing or the Construction Management 
program. Two students, Kalleigh Landstra and Nicholas Pfost, were 
selected for this award. Kalleigh will be a junior in Media Arts. She 
served as the Director of Racial, Ethnic and Progressive Affairs 
with the Residence Hall Association and has a passion for activism. 
Nick is a James Madison College senior in Social Relations and 
Policy. Nick has served in many leadership roles with LBGT and 
professional student organizations, and was elected to serve as the 
Chair of the Alliance of LBGTA Students for 2010-2011. 

Many congratulations to these deserving scholarship recipients

To make a contribution to one of the scholarship programs, 
contact Jennifer Bertram, Director of Development, University 
Scholarships and Fellowships, by phone at (517) 432-7330 or by 
email at bertram9@msu.edu. 

For application information on MSU’s LBGTA scholarships, please 
visit http://lbgtrc.msu.edu/scholarships.htm.

Ingham County base. This is an ambitious 
undertaking.

Earlier this year, LAHR-PAC updated 
our guidelines for rating office seekers on 
LGBT issues. Perhaps, most notable – and 
telling -- is our request for candidates 
to take a stance on marriage equality. 
The new system has reaped some very 
interesting results many of which are 
positive, reflecting our age of rapidly 
changing attitudes.

Stressing that LAHR-PAC’s guidelines are 
just that – guidelines – please see below:

EXTREMELY POSITIVE – Indicates 
a positive candidate who has historically 
and consistently been positive and who 
has taken initiative to make positive 
changes

VERY POSITIVE - Indicates a 
candidate who has a public track record 
of supporting GLBT issues including 
marriage usually accompanied by a 
positive questionnaire

POSITIVE – Indicates a candidate who 
has returned a questionnaire showing 
clear support for GLBT issues or who has 
otherwise shown such support

MIXED – Indicates a candidate who 
has returned a questionnaire showing 
support for some GLBT issues and lack of 
support on other GLBT issues or who has 
otherwise shown such mixed support

NEGATIVE - Indicates a candidate who 
has illustrated that he/she is hostile to our 
issues  

VERY NEGATIVE – Indicates a 
candidate who has a public track record of 
being hostile to our issues

NO RATING – Indicates we did not send 
the candidate a questionnaire and we do 
not have other information on which to 
rate the candidate

IGNORED QUESTIONNAIRE – 
Indicates the candidate did not return a 
questionnaire and we do not have other 
information on which to rate the candidate

Mitten Mavens
Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby

 visit www.MittenMavens.net for our latest schedule
Don’t miss our next Bout!

Roller Derby
Demonstration Hall (MSU)

Home bouts begin at 7:00 pm
Tickets $5 - available at the door

www.MittenMavens.net for more information

Schedule & Information
For the latest information

on our Bout schedule,
or to learn more about 

us, visit our website
www.MittenMavens.net

Finally, at press time, a federal judge 
has overturned “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
in a case brought before her by Log 
Cabin Republicans, a well known LGBT 
organization. This is not the first time 
this group has lent active and significant 
support toward equality. Even if the ruling 
is overturned in the long run, I bid the Log 
Cabin folks a fond “Hats off!” for their 
efforts.

Considered heresy by some, it is my 
personal belief that the way forward 
for our movement is to embrace all 
our bothers and sisters in the political 
spectrum. In the next three decades of 
LAHR-PAC, I see more inclusion of multi 
political persuasions. It will take US ALL 
to reach our goal of full equality.

LAHR-PAC is an independent, registered 
political organization.

Visit us at LAHR-PAC on Facebook
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LAHR Grants Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

(Publisher Note – Each month I intend to 
provide a report that provides information 
and progress about our three LAHR 
grants.  LAHR has approved grants with 
Gateway Community Services, MSU 
College of Human Medicine / Medical 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (Med/
FLAG) and MSU School of Social Work.) 

MedFLAG reports that T-shirt and 
LGBTQ Pin sales are underway this 
semester, as is the Buddies mentoring 
program.  The first LGBTQ Film Festival 
was held at the College of Human 
Medicine (CHM) in October. 
 
The first-ever MedFLAG campus meeting 
and social event was recently held at 
the College of Human Medicine’s new 
sister-site in Grand Rapids; there was 
a good turn-out of Grand Rapids CHM 
students for that event, and MedFLAG 
leadership in East Lansing will continue 
efforts to include Grand Rapids students 
in MedFLAG’s mission to the CHM 
community and beyond.  

 
MedFLAG’s main LAHR grant money-
supported events will be in the spring 
semester and will be focused on “LGBT 
Health Awareness Week” at the end of 
March.   Many thanks to LAHR for the 
much-needed and greatly-appreciated 
grant support!

The September newsletter contained 
the following descriptions of LAHR’s 
three grants which are currently being 
implemented:

Gateway Community Services will 
provide a LGBTQI support group for 
youth.  The support group will provide 
a safe space for youth to be themselves, 
and free from bullying and homophobic/
transphobic remarks.  In this environment 
youth can feel accepted, build confidence, 
gain support, and learn positive coping 
skills, thereby decreasing negative mental 
health issues.  Gateway will also help 
youth in need of additional services, 
such as emergency shelter, counseling 
(including family counseling), job skills 
training, or long-term housing referrals 
that are LGBTQI friendly.  Overall, the 
support group will be a place for sharing 
information and education on issues 

affecting LGBTI 
youth, and a positive 
social interaction 
for the group 
through diverse 
and culturally 
sensitive activities, 
and opportunities 
for community 
involvement.  

Michigan State 
University (MSU), 
College of Human 
Medicine (CHM), 

Medical Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(MedFLAG) is MSU College of Human 
Medicine’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgender Allies Organization.  
MedFLAG will host a series of events 
aimed at educating future healthcare 
professionals about the needs of LGBTQI 
patients, and improving interactions with 
LGBTQI-identified patients.  Events will 
include education about health disparities 
and discrimination (outside of the regular 
curriculum), and at least one hour of 
LGBTQI-related programming within 
the regular CHM curriculum.  MedFLAG 
activities will help to increase visibility 
and improve the environment for LGBTQI 
medical students at CHM (including 
efforts to encourage/invite current 
LGBTQI-identified CHM faculty to be 
more visible in support of MedFLAG’s 
mission and goals).  The overarching 
goal of this program is to address and 
help prevent unintentional incompetence 
and discrimination within the medical 
profession in Michigan.  

Michigan State University, School 
of Social Work will develop and 
disseminate information about legal, 
medical, and financial planning resources 
for older LGBTQI individuals and 
couples.  Information will include 
details for accessing services, eligibility 
requirements, and cost.  The project will 
produce a high-quality brochure detailing 
available aging resources in the Greater 
Lansing area, including information 
planning for long term care with particular 
attention to the circumstances that are 
unique to LGBTQI individuals and 
couples.  The brochure will be distributed 
in both hard copy and electronic format 
to increase awareness of and access to 
information that is particular to the needs 
of LGBTQI aging adults.  
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Naughty vs. Nice
from Lambda

In keeping with the season, below you 
will find Lambda Legal’s 2010 Naughty 
vs. Nice List. This listing highlights 
some of the good and bad things we all 
experienced in 2010 — and while we’re 
celebrating the Nice, we’re working on the 
Naughty even more!

 Naughty
National Organization for Marriage 
(and allies) 
Spent close to $1 million dollars in a 
spiteful, deceptive campaign to remove 
three Iowa Supreme Court justices simply 
because they ruled in favor of marriage 
equality in Lambda Legal’s historic 2009 
case.

U.S. Senate
Failed to repeal Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell in 
spite of support of the general public, top 
military brass as well as Department of 
Defense data indicating that most active 
service members do not feel the effect of 
repeal would be negative.

Governor Linda Lingle 
Vetoed a bill — approved in both houses 
of the legislature — allowing civil unions 
for same-sex couples in Hawai. Lambda 
Legal and ACLU have filed suit.

Bullies 
While always a threat to the LGBT 
community, the issue of bullying was 
brought to the forefront this year with a 
number of disturbing attacks that resulted 
in several teen suicides. LGBTQ youth are 
much more likely than their straight peers 
to attempt suicide.

California Department of Health Care 
Services 
Released confidential identifying 
information of approximately 5,000 HIV-
positive Medi-Cal recipients to a third 
party.  Has yet to adequately address 
concerns brought by an inquiry into the 
matter from Lambda Legal and others.

Governor Jan Brewer
Signed into law a bill eliminating domestic 
partner health benefits for gay Arizona 
state employees as part of a last minute 

budget deal.  (Who can forget her behavior 
on CNN.)

Lisa Miller 
Tried to take advantage of an anti-gay 
marriage law to seek sole custody of the 
daughter she parented with her same-
sex partner. After the Virginia Supreme 
Court ruled for equal visitation rights in 
Lambda Legal’s case, Lisa kidnapped their 
daughter and disappeared.

Federal Office of Personnel 
Management
Blocked spousal health insurance benefits 
for the wife of an employee of the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals claiming 
that DOMA does not allow the federal 
government to provide benefits to same-
sex spouses.

 Nice
American Bar Association  
Passed “Marriage Equality Resolution” in 
support of marriage for same-sex couples 
— adding its voice to a growing chorus for 
equality.

U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services  
Released new hospital visitation regulations 
that recognize same-sex couples and 
families.

Log Cabin Republicans 
Successfully challenged the military’s Don’t 
Ask Don’t Tell policy in federal court. 
Decision cites Lambda Legal’s Lawrence v. 
Texas Supreme Court victory.

Hastings School of Law
Vigorously and successfully defended its 
nondiscrimination policy requiring student 
groups receiving school funds to be open to 
all students.

Illinois Governor Quinn
Signed antibullying legislation protecting 
LGBTQ youth in the Illinois public school 
system

Former Supreme Court Justice Sandra 
Day O’Connor
Spoke out in favor of an independent 
judiciary and an end to the politicization of 
the bench.

Skywest and Delta Airlines
In response to a Lambda Legal demand 
letter, Skywest announced that it would 
begin offering equal travel benefits to its 
Delta-dedicated gay and lesbian employees 
with a same-sex spouse or domestic partner.

Lady Gaga 
Tweeted her support of Cole Goforth, who 
was sent home from his Tennessee school 
for wearing an “I ‘heart’ Lady Gay Gay” 
shirt. School promised to end student 
censorship after Lambda Legal and the 
ACLU got involved.

“It Gets Better Project” & “Make It 
Better Project”
In the wake of well publicized bullying 
that led to several suicides of LGBTQ 
youth, these two social media projects 
gave individuals around the country an 
opportunity to express support for LGBTQ 
youth as well as provide young people with 
tools to combat bullying.
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The relative importance they intend to 
place or have placed on addressing LGBT 
issues within a law enforcement agency 
(e.g., support, inclusion, education, training, 
opportunity, fairness, etc.) - among all 
Department staff, and especially those who 
may carry the extra challenge of identifying 
as LGBT; and, Precise ways in which they 
intend to work or have worked openly and 
collaboratively in their relationship with the 
broader LGBT community. 

Former Chief Mark Alley was a strong 
advocate in both of these regards, and 
current Acting Chief Teresa Szymanski 

seems of similar mind. Whomever is 
selected, MI-GOAL stands ready to hold 
them to the high expectations already 
established.  Please know that MI-GOAL 
is also ready and prepared to work with 
the new Chief and the Lansing Police 
Department in any and all ways possible.

Good luck in your selection process, 
and please contact me if I can be of any 
assistance. 

Sincerely,

R Cole Bouck, President  
MI-GOAL
(517) 449-0534
President@mi-goal.com

(Continued from page 9)

Lansing Police Chief
(Continued from page 11)
Transgender

• Individuals with gender questions and 
concerns 

• Crossdressers 
• Transgenderists 
• Transsexuals 
• Partners and family members 
• Persons seeking non-judgmental 

health care 
Services provided include medical and mental 
health care, speech/voice therapy, hormonal, 
surgical and enhancement specialties. The 
Program uses a multidisciplinary team approach 
to assure coordinated and comprehensive care.  
More info:  http://www.med.umich.edu/
transgender/
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SUNDAY
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - Volleyball  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 
United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus - 7-9pm @ University Lutheran 

church, 1020 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu. (See note on page 6)

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com .

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org. (Please see not on page 8)

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - 
for more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call 517-643-1491

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 8-10 
p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. For 
questions or info contact Kevin Magnan at kevinmagnan@yahoo.com

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
THURSDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu or phone: 517-483-1209

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month – at the Old Country 

Buffet at 2301 at 2301 West Grand River in Okemos - just east of the Coral 
Gables..  Contact Bill 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 

Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!
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