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Domestic Partner Benefits for Government Employees
by Joe Marutiak, LAHR Treasurer

Discrimination is particularly wrong when performed by government 
agencies.  The struggle to end the discrimination against LGBT couples 
in the provision of health insurance benefits by local governments has 
made progress and had set backs.  

The first government agency in the area to offer LGBT couples similar 
benefits to opposite sex couples was MSU in 1997.   It offered health 

insurance and other benefits to the domestic partner (DP) of its employees.   Under the 
leadership of then County Commissioner Chris Swope, Ingham County followed in 2003.   

The passage of proposal 2 putting discrimination against LGBT couples in the Michigan 
constitution in 2004 complicated matters.  The backers of the proposal assured voters that 
it would not affect benefits but as soon as it passed they went to court and got 
rulings saying that simple domestic partner benefits could not be 
offered by government agencies.  

Progressive government agencies soon adopted the 
concept of benefits for Other Eligible Individuals (OEI 
or sometimes called OEA for Other Eligible Adults).  

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,  LGBT Liaison Officer

Identity Theft

I gave a brief introduction last month.  I thought I would do an 
article on one aspect of my job as a fraud detective for this month’s 
article.  As a fraud detective, I investigate many different types 
of cases including embezzlement, stolen/counterfeit checks and 

currency, stolen/cloned financial transaction devices, forgery, and identity theft.  Identity 
theft is one of the fastest growing crimes in the world.  A sad fact is that many experts 
say that it’s not a matter of IF you will become the victim of identity theft, but WHEN 
you will become the victim of identity theft.  It is for this reason that I wanted to focus 
on that topic.  

What is identity theft?  Identity theft occurs when someone obtains the personal 
identifying information of another and uses that information to impersonate them.  This 
personal identifying information includes name, address, date of birth, driver’s license 
number, social security number, and mother’s maiden name.

How does a thief obtain this personal identifying information?  Some of the most 
common methods include mail theft, trash picking, personal theft, business records, 
unsecured websites, and redirecting mail.

(Continued on page 3)

(Continued on page 5)

Continued Progress for 
Lansing Schools
by Bill Beachler, LAHR-PAC
   
The Lansing Association for Human 
Rights Political Action Committee 
(LAHR-PAC) surveyed 20 candidates 
for appointment to the Lansing School 
Board vacant position.  The Board 
interviewed 17 candidates.

LAHR-PAC sent a letter to President 
Rodgers and members of the Board 
of Education.  LAHR-PAC noted 
that as each board member has been 
rated in their election as being at least 
somewhat positive toward equality 
for the LGBT Community, LAHR-
PAC asked that each board member 
consider LAHR-PAC’s ratings in their 
deliberations for appointment to the 
board.
  
LAHR-PAC specifically asked that 
the board appoint a person who has a 
positive view of LGBT rights to the 
vacant position.   
  
The following applicants responded to 
the questionnaire: 
Nicole Armbruster - Positive 
Jeff Croff - Positive 
Ashley Harding - Positive 
Rita LaMoreaux - Positive 
Barbara Rouse-Tate - Mixed 
Patricia St. George - Positive 
Nancy Wonch - Positive 
  
Additionally, the following candidates 
have been rated in the past for other 
elective offices: 
Mark Eagle - Positive 2010 
Jason Mayland - Positive 2007 
Linda Tarver - Negative 2004 

LAHR-PAC is happy to report that the 
Board of Education followed LAHR-
PAC’s suggestion and the positive 
Nicole Armbruster was selected to 
fill the vacancy left by Hugh Clark.  
With this appointment, the Lansing 
school system should continue to make 
progress in providing quality education 
to all of its students.
 

February 2011 l Volume 34 l Issue 5



by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

On my mind is the concept of collectivity.  In my mind, collectivity is thinking of us as being members of a class 
of people. We are a collective whether that collective is defined by age, race, sex, gender, income, ability, sexual 
orientation, or whatever.  And as you can imagine we occupy places in multiple, and sometimes overlapping 
collectives, don’t  we?  I am a woman, old, lesbian, white, middle class, educated, active.  What are you?  

In our society less and less attention is being paid to people as groups than is paid to people as individuals.  Oh yes, 
thinking of ourselves as individuals is seductive.  Not worrying about the next guy seems freeing.  But in fact, not 

worrying about the next guy is self destructive because then you are the next guy to someone else

 If we don’t think of ourselves and our position in society as a member of a collective of people, it means we are in this as an individual.  
Individuals have, dare I say, little if any political power.  Little, if any power in our jobs unless we are the only one’s doing a particular 
job. Little, if any power, to change discrimination based on who we are.  Again, either as a race, sex---see listing above. 

As president of LAHR we work hard to provide information and support to a class of people who are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and/or whose gender expression may be in conflict with their biological sex.  If we didn’t think of ourselves as a collective, 
what would it be?  The Lansing Association for Human Rights for (insert the name of an individual here)?  If that name wasn’t your 
name, would you be reading this?

As a feminist, I came to understand the power of the concept of collectivity.  Our lives as women are more determined by our being 
members of the class women, not so much because of our individual circumstances. Further I am president of my Union.  Our 
Union protects a class of people based on a particular status of employment.  We are not just one individual negotiating our rights of 
employment, we are 500 people negotiating rights for us all.  

So, I am thinking about how we as an association, based on location of a class of people, can increase our awareness of who we are as 
a collective.  We think in terms of members, we think in terms of gaining rights and overcoming discrimination for all members of the 
local collective of LGBT people, but do we as LGBT people think of ourselves as members of a group, or do we think of ourselves 
more as individuals who just happened to be affected by the progress accomplished by LAHR over its 30+ years of existence? 

A collective is dependent upon its members being involved.  Currently we have a strong board of directors of LAHR for whom I am 
grateful.  We have a relevant and regular newsletter.  We have some financial strength to allow us to help other organizations to do their 
work on behalf of LGBT people.  What we don’t have is a strong membership base.  

With fewer members we are a weaker collective. Our accomplishments are affected by the number of members we can exhibit and 
count on to stand up for us all.  Are you a member? Are you a reader who wants to become a member and has not?  Please join us, won’t 
you? After all our lives depend upon it.   

Membership is available online at www.lahronline.org  or through filling out and returning a membership form found in this newsletter.  

Collectively, 

Penny Gardner, President
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(Continued from page 1)

Benefits

This type of program allows employees 
to cover certain defined people who might 
be living with them.  Since the benefits are 
not targeted directly at LGBT couples, OEI 
benefits avoid the mandated discrimination of 
Proposal 2.

OEI benefits are not identical though.  Federal 
tax law discriminates against same sex couples 
so the IRS treats OEI benefits as taxable.  An 
employee getting health care for her/his same 
sex partner has to pay taxes on the cost of the 
health care.  This is like paying an additional 
30% premium co pay for same sex couples. 

MSU started to amend its benefits to OEI in 
2007.   Ingham County went to OEI benefits 
in 2008.  This allows them, at minimal cost, 
to offer health insurance to the partners of 
their LGBT employees, similar to what they 
offer opposite sex couples.

Some organizations have gone the other way 
though.  Lansing Community College (LCC) adopted DP benefits 
in 2002.  Without talking to the LGBT community, it began 
ending these benefits in 2007.  LCC has not adopted OEI benefits 
and continues to discriminate against its LGBT employees.

Clinton Eaton Ingham Community Mental Health (CEI CMH) 
recently became the newest organization to offer OEI benefits.  
Local 459 the Union for CEI CMH has been advocating for DP 
or OEI benefits for many years.  It was finally able to get the 
administration to agree to OEI benefits during negotiations on an 
economic re opener.  Same sex couples will be eligible for the 
same health care as opposite sex couples.

LGBT haters have tried to stop DP and OEI benefits by claiming 
that they are too expensive.  In reality the benefits cost very 
little.  This is partially due to the fact that individuals who need 
the benefits can’t afford the 30% surcharge that the federal 
government levies on the benefits.  CEI CMH has a budget of 
$138 million and OEI benefit are projected to cost less than 1 one 
hundredth of a percent (0.01%) of its budget.

East Lansing led the way in banning some discrimination against 
LGBT citizens by passing an ordinance in 1972 but it has continued 
to discriminate against its own LGBT employees.  LAHR lobbied 
unsuccessfully for years to get it to adopt DP benefits. An attempt by 
the city to offer a version of health benefits in the early 1990’s was 
thwarted when some citizens filed suit and a judge issued a consent 
decree prohibiting the program. Recently one of the City Council 
members, Nathan Triplett, has taken up the cause of righting this 
wrong and expects to have OEI benefits in place by July.

The city of Lansing, Eaton county and Clinton county have not 
taken any meaningful steps toward OEI benefits.

Benefits Year Added

MSU Yes 1997

Ingham County Yes 2003

Clinton Eaton Ingham 
Community Mental 
Health

Yes 2010

City of East Lansing Pending

Clinton County No

Eaton County No

City of Lansing No

LCC No Removed 2007

Mitten Mavens
Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby

Be a Derby Girl!

Experience the excitement of

Roller Derby
beamaven@mittenmavens.net

www.MittenMavens.net for more information

beamaven@mittenmavens.net • www.mittenmavens.net

• You can be a Derby Girl!
• No experience necessary
• We’ll even teach you to skate
• We accept everyone regardless 
  of experience or ability
• We don’t discriminate 
• We’re LGBT friendly
• Contact us today!
• Mitten Mavens of Lansing

Be a Derby Girl!
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander

Since it is February, I 
thought I would write 
an article this month 
about love.  I believe 
that God is love, and I 

also believe that people do a lot of things 
that are far from loving in the name of 
God.  And so, I think that it is worth taking 
some time to explore what love really is, 
and how we can live it out.  One of my 
favorite Bible passages about love, which 
many people are familiar with, comes 
from I Corinthians 13.

“If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal… 
I have a faith that can move mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing…Love 
is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.” 

One of the things I appreciate about 
this passage is how very practical it is.  
Love is not just the tingly feeling that 
you get when you look deep in the eyes 
of someone you adore.  It is a concrete 
way to live one’s life.  I think that this is 
especially true when we are working on 
justice issues, or when others question our 
right to love the people we love.

Love is patient…Change is coming, 
even though we may be sick of waiting.  
Love is kind…We treat ourselves and 
others with kindness, even when we 
feel overwhelmed and frustrated.  Love 
protects, trusts, hopes, and perseveres…
We keep on working, keep on struggling, 
keep on loving, with the trust and hope 
that things will get better.

Love does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered.  
When we live in the ways of love, we 
honor and respect all of God’s children.  
When we live in the ways of love, we seek 
justice, equality, and civil rights for all, 

not just ourselves.  When we live in the 
ways of love, we do not get easily angered 
– instead, we work patiently and faithfully 
for justice, peace, and understanding.

It is hard to love – it is hard to live 
patience and kindness, respect and 
selflessness, truth and trust, hope and 
perseverance.  But when we truly love, we 
can change the world, knowing that acts of 
intolerance, hatred and discrimination are 
not acts of love.  

And so, let us truly love, as we celebrate 
the love that God gives us for one another, 
as we celebrate all of the relationships of 
love that nurture, sustain, and empower 
us.  For, as Paul says, “These three remain: 
faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of 
these is love.”  May you celebrate the love 
that is in your life this month, and may 
God bless you with an abundance of love 
and grace throughout your life!

God bless!
Pastor Kari

(Publisher’s Note – This article is 
absolutely spectacular and one of the best 
I have read in this newsletter in over 30 
years.  If it does not bring a tear to your 
eye, make you want to stand up and cheer 
and send you a clear and empowering 
message, then please read it again!!)
      

Chorus Concerts 
Mark You Calendar

Sistrum, Lansing Women’s 
Chorus, is now rehearsing for 
their 25th annual spring concert 
entitled “Singing the Journey,” 
a musical collaboration with 
special guests.  Information is 
available at their web site at 
http://www.sistrum.org.

LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus 
(formerly known as the Greater 
Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus) is 
now rehearsing for its spring 
concert entitled “On the Air.”   
Concert info can be seen at 
http://www.lansingout.org.
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How does the thief use this personal 
identifying information?  Most 
frequently the thief will open up credit 
cards, bank accounts, cell phone 
accounts, or utilities in the victim’s 
name.  The victim is not even aware of 
these accounts until several months or 
years later when they apply for credit 
or suddenly start receiving collection 
notices.  Some additional ways a 
thief may use the personal identifying 
information is to take out auto loans or 
mortgages in the victim’s name.  When 
this happens, it can ruin a person’s 
credit.  It is a long and tedious process 
to try and straighten out one’s credit 
history.  

How can you prevent identity theft?  
There are a number of things that can 
be done.  Shred old bills/statements.  
Personally, I shred everything!  Don’t put 
your outgoing mail in your residential 
mailbox with the flag up.  This is a 
target for thieves.  Use secure post office 
mailboxes for outgoing mail.  Get a 
locking mailbox for your residence.  Don’t 
have your driver’s license number printed 
on your checks.  Instead of signing the 
back of your credit card write “check ID” 
on the signature strip.  Read your monthly 
statements and question any discrepancies.  
Never give personal information over the 
phone, unless you initiated the call and 
you know who you are talking to.  Pull a 
copy of your credit report 3 times a year 
and carefully review it.  If you recently 
applied for a credit card/ATM card and it 

doesn’t arrive in a timely manner, contact 
the issuing agency.  Report all lost/stolen 
credit cards immediately.  And last but not 
least, use caution when buying over the 
internet.  Use only secure websites.

What do I do if I become a victim 
of identity theft?  Contact all of the 
credit reporting agencies by phone 
and in writing to inform them of the 
fraudulent activity.  They will flag your 
account which should prevent additional 
compromises.  Keep a written record of 
all of your communications.  Contact 
your local police department to make an 
official police report.  Contact the Federal 
Trade Commission to file a report.  BE 
PERSISTANT!  Identity theft is constantly 
evolving and there isn’t a specific agency 
for investigating this type of crime.  The 
general rule of thumb is that the crime 
can be reported where the victim resides, 
or where the transaction occurred.  A 
common problem is that the victim 
lives in one policing jurisdiction and the 
transaction occurs in another policing 
jurisdiction.

I hope this information is helpful.  As I 
said, I strongly encourage people to pull 
a copy of their credit report and review 
it.  There are 3 credit reporting agencies.  
Each agency is required to provide a free 
copy of your credit report once per year.  
Therefore, if you pull one credit report 
every four months you can monitor your 
credit at no cost.  Your free credit reports 
can be ordered at www.annualcreditreport.
com   *Please note that the hokey 
commercials for “free credit report.com” 
are an advertising gimmick and they aren’t 
actually free.*

(Continued from page 1)

Walking the Beat A Year End Thank You to 
Family and Friends of 
Grant Folland 
  
LAHR benefited greatly last year from 
donations from the family and friends 
of Grant Folland.  Grant Foland died in 
a snowmobile accident in February of 
2010.  
  
Grant was the son of Roger and Barbara 
Folland and a 1999 Okemos High 
School graduate.  In 2004, he earned his 
Bachelor’s 
degree in 
International 
Relations at 
James Madison 
College at 
MSU achieving 
the highest 
honors, Phi Beta 
Kappa.  He then 
interned for 
the Washington Office on Latin America 
(WOLA) and the Political Section for the 
United States Mission to the Organization 
of American States (OAS) at the United 
States Department of State.  In 2008, he 
continued his education at the University 
of Chicago- Law School, earning his Juris 
Doctorate Degree. While attending law 
school, Mr. Folland served as co-chair of 
the school’s Outlaw LBGT organization. 
At the time of his death he was working 
for a large law firm in Chicago, the Jenner 
and Block Law Firm, and was a member 
of the Lesbian and Gay Bar Association of 
Chicago. 
  
After his tragic death his family wanted 
any memorial donations to benefit the 
local LGBT community and asked 
that donations be made to LAHR and 
other organizations active in the LGBT 
community.    
  
LAHR appreciates these donations 
of more than $1,000.  When his 
family made this request, LAHR was 
beginning work on the new grant 
program and this donation helped in 
the implementation of the grants.  The 
grants are currently helping LGBT 
youth, improving the future for LGBT 
seniors, and educating future doctors 
in the treatment of LGBT clients.
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Post Election

I don’t know about 
you but, I was not 
happy about the 
election.  I realize it’s 

been a couple of months since and all 
the new people have been sworn in, but, 
it is really starting to hit me.

I was so happy back in 2008 when the 
Democrats took control and Obama 
was elected.  I said to myself, “Finally, 
people are starting to wake up and 
realize how bad the last 8 years were”.  
Here we are just a couple of years later 
and it seems that many Americans are 
now suffering from amnesia.  It amazed 
me how they all forgot when Bush took 
office, we had a government surplus and 
when he left, we had a horrible deficit, 
two wars and the housing bubble has 
just burst.

Now, it seems that many Americans are 
upset that the economy was not fixed in 
two years and it’s the Democrats fault 
that it’s bad in the first place.  What??  
Are you kidding me??

Now, I am not saying that the Democrats 
are the answer to all our problems 
nor, are they our saviors.  I think a 
good equilibrium is the answer to 
our problems.  But, the parties over 
the last few years have become such 
polar opposites on every issue that 
Washington comes to a standstill 
unless one party or the other is in total 
control.  The Democrats only get their 
agenda passed if they are in control and 
the Republicans only get their agenda 
passed if they are in control.  There is 
no bi-partisanship anymore.  When one 
party passes its agenda, you get total 
outrage from the other side.

The Republicans do tend to be the bigger 
bullies.  They scream and whine when 
they don’t get their way.  The Democrats 
try to be more reasonable but, when they 
get their chance, they push forward and 
around the Republicans.

I will be one of the first to say that 
Washington is broken.  But, do I have 
any thoughts on how to fix it?  Not 
really.  The only idea I have is to make 
Lobbying illegal and receiving gifts 
illegal.  Campaign contributions are one 
thing but, special perks and gifts are 
another.  But, what chance do you see of 
a bill like that ever getting passed?

I really don’t get this whole Health Care 
issue either.  We are one of the largest 
and wealthiest countries in the world 
but, we are ranked number 37 by the 
World Health Organization on Health 
Care.  How can that be?  France is 
number 1.  They have *gasp!* socialized 
Health Care!  I believe Health Care is a 
right and not a privilege.  

So, as you sit back and watch the circus 
unfold in Washington, just remember 
we are in for two years of total gridlock 
until the next election.  Then maybe, we 
will see the light again.

Tell me what you think, comments 
(hopefully positive) always welcome - - 
write me at: allimsaying@yahoo.com 

, 

6 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



January Friday Night Dinner 
Returns to El Azteco

by Gary Hicks, LAHR 
Board

Friday Dinner 
Group

The LAHR Friday 
night dinner will be held on Friday, 
February 18 at 6:30 p.m. at the new Thai 
Princess Restaurant, 1754 Central Park Dr. 
in Okemos.

These dinners are held the third Friday of 
each month at a different restaurant in the 
Lansing area and provide an opportunity to 
socialize over a casual meal. We welcome 
all members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community, as well as friends and family.  
So whether you come on your own or bring 
a friend or partner, please join us for dinner!  

Please RSVP to Gary Hicks at 
garyatmsu@aol.com by noon on February 
18 if you plan to attend.

Ann Francis and 
Nancy Lombardi

29 years
Febraury 2

Our announcements are available on 
the web at http://community.pflag.org/
jacksonmichigan  and also on Facebook.

Coming up: The Jackson High Gay-
Straight Alliance is planning their 
second annual Peace Prom, to be 
held in March.  Watch for more 
information, and consider donating 
and/or chaperoning again this 
year! Last year’s event was highly 
successful, with more than 130 prom-
goers from our area.

Jackson, Michigan
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Westboro Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

In the January newsletter we reported 
on the Westboro protest in East Lansing, 
including a picture of the counter 
protesters, including LAHR, at the 
All Saints Episcopal Church.  Also, as 
reported, the coordinated local effort 
used the event and the internet to raise 
funds to benefit the six organizations, 
mostly local, who Westboro hates the 
most.

I received a letter from the Peace 
Education Center of Greater Lansing, 
who helped the effort to raise funds.  
The letter reported total donations 
received were $1,525.85.  The letter 
stated that East Lansing High School 
students have in the past publicly 
denounced Westboro’s actions. 
(Note – Westboro has moved their 
hateful protests to Tucson, Arizona to 
harass the victims and families of the 
senseless shootings there.)  Westboro 
made the East Lansing High School 
one of three stops in Michigan with 
the stated purpose to “teach those brats 
a lesson.”

The East Lansing students and others 
used the opportunity to raise money 
for positive, progressive organizations 
that reflect the community’s values 
and whose values are diametrically 
opposite of the Westboro hate group.  
The students identified six organizations, 
designating that funds be divided 
equally.  The organizations are:  AIDS 
Research Alliance, East Lansing High 
School Gay Straight Alliance, Equality 
Michigan, Lansing Area AIDS Network, 
LGBT Resource Center at MSU, and the 
Southern Poverty Law Center.

Washington /  
Lansing Responds
Congressman Mike Rogers 
Responds to a LAHR Member

Subject:   Employment Non-
Discrimination Act.  

Thank you for contacting me regarding the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act. It is 
good to hear from you on this issue.

As you may know, the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act, H.R. 2981 was 
introduced by Representative Barney Frank 
on June 19, 2009. This legislation would 
prohibit employment discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation. This legislation is 
currently before four committees, including 
the House Committee on Education and 
Labor. Though I do not serve on these 
committees, I will be certain to keep your 
thoughts in mind should this bill come 
before the full Congress. 

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts 
with me. If I can be of additional assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact my office.    
 
Sincerely,
Mike Rogers, United States Congressman

(Special Publisher’s Note – LAHR-PAC 
rated Mike Rogers Very Negative – do not 
be fooled and think Mike Rogers will vote in 
favor of this important legislation!)

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received 
many emails from people, including my own, 
from governmental officials on a variety 
of subjects.  Beginning in May, 2009, I am 
going to include one letter per month entitled 
“Washington / Lansing 
Responds.”  I hope these 
letters provide you a better 
understanding of where 
our elected officials stand 
on important LGBT issues 
and a better understanding 
of the issue.  If you receive 
responses, please email 
them to me.  Thank You!) 

Our Families
by Susan 
Grettenberger

Relationship

I am filling in 
for Mary, who is 
astonishingly busy 

with her job, working on another degree 
and volunteering.  Parenting still takes 
time, but the kids ARE in college…  Since 
she’s so busy today, I offered to do this 
column for her.  

Mary and I recently celebrated our 
official anniversary, the 14th year since 
we gathered friends and family to witness 
and share in our covenant of relationship.   
We’ve also heard many stories recently 
of broken relationships (gay and straight).  
These things caused me to reflect on what 
keeps a relationship growing.  

Let’s just put this out there:  Any 
relationship takes work to be healthy.  
The more intimate it is,  the more work 
it takes.  I am grateful to have a partner 
willing to work on our relationship.   
Staying in a relationship for the long haul 
seems not to be everyone’s cup of tea.   
But if it’s yours, here are some things 
we’ve learned:

• Tell your partner you love him/her 
every day.  Mean it. 

• Be wrong even if you are right. 
• Remember neither of you always gets 

what you want. 
• Ask yourself what matters more:  

your partner and your relationship, or 
X, Y, & Z?

• Make sure the relationship is solid 
before having kids.

• If you have kids, make time for just 
you two.  

• There are times when the gushy 
feelings are less intense.  Love is 
a state of mind, not just a feeling.  
Commitment is a decision, not a 
feeling.  

• Greener grass will inevitably turn 
browner.

Mary, here’s to many more!! 
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Help Those, 
Who Help 
You!!

Need Members / 
Advertisers

Bill Beachler, Publisher

LAHR is in the process of making 
some changes that impact the 
newsletter and memberships.  We 
are currently updating our database 
and hopefully we will not lose any 
members.  Also, the Board recently 
voted to improve electronic access to 
the newsletter.  Again, we hope these 
changes will increase members and 
will not cause us to lose any members.  
We believe that the primary reason you 
provide funding to LAHR is because 
you support our organization and the 
many projects and services we provide 
to benefit the local LGBT community 
as well as the respect LAHR has 
developed over the years from the 
general public.

You are encouraged to renew your LAHR 
membership or join LAHR for the first 
time.  If you are a current LAHR member 
/ subscriber to The LGBT News, and you 
are receiving renewal letters, please 
renew!!!   

Our memberships are critical to 
support this newsletter and also to help 
fund the many projects and activities 
of LAHR.  We include a renewal letter 
within the newsletter for those whose 
membership is due.  Currently, we 
are sending a large number of these 
reminder letters and we need you to 
renew your membership.

In addition, if you are reading this 
newsletter from any of our distribution 
locations, such as, Lansing City Hall, 
Everybody Reads, Gone Wired, the 
Women’s Center, the MSU Alliance 
Office, the MSU Resource Center, 
Edgewood United Church, Community 
Health, LAAN, Esquire, Spiral, Chrome 
Cat or at a local event, please clip out the 
membership form on page 15 and mail 
it to us for a new membership!!!  Or, go 

LAHR Grants Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

(Publisher Note – Each month I intend to 
provide a report that provides information 
and progress about our three LAHR 
grants.  LAHR has approved grants with 
Gateway Community Services, MSU 
College of Human Medicine / Medical 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (Med/
FLAG) and MSU School of Social Work.) 
 
Unfortunately, I was unable to get 
progress reports from our three LAHR 
project managers for our grants in time 
for this newsletter.  At the LAHR board 
meeting on January 9, 2011, Joe Marutiak, 
LAHR’s treasurer, reported that to date 
LAHR has expended $3,047.77 out of the 
total approved grant program of $8,378.  
This included a recent quarterly payment 
to Gateway based upon the receipt of their 
quarterly report.

As a reminder, the grant program is being 
administered through contracts with the 
3 agencies and the contract terms run 
from July 1st through June 30th.  January 
marked the halfway point for the grants.  
In summary, these grants will hopefully 
benefit the local LGBT community 
by helping LGBT youth (Gateway), 
improving the future for LGBT seniors 
(MSU), and educating future doctors in the 
treatment of LGBT clients (MedFLAG).

to the LAHR excellent web site at www.
lahronline.org and join online!!!

You are encouraged to place new or to 
continue advertising in The LBGT News.  
If you know of a business, service 
or group, please encourage them to 
advertise in the newsletter. Note the 
box on page 15 for more advertising 
information.  This is a critical source of 
funds for the newsletter!!! You are also 
encouraged to support those businesses 
and organizations who do advertise in the 
newsletter.  

Check out the ads in this newsletter, which 
include:  Jim Noble for real estate, Gary 
Hicks for your legal needs, American 
Flooring for your home improvement 
needs, Tom & Jerry’s Nice Old Things 
for estate liquidations and antiques, 
Everybody Reads for our community 
bookstore, Gone Wired for food and drink, 
Equality Michigan for our statewide 
LGBT organization, Mackerel Sky 
to beautify your home, Lansing Area 
AIDS Network to improve your health, 
Sundance for your car needs, City Pulse 
for the best local news and information, 
the customer oriented Northside Printing, 
The Greater Lansing Network Against 
War & Injustice and Mitten Mavens 
for your entertainment.  Please support 
these businesses and organizations and 
recommend them to your family and 
friends.
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LGBT First Time Home 
Buyer Tips 
(Publisher’s Note – I am continuing to 
receive articles about LGBT Real Estate.  
Although the articles promote Gay Real 
Estate, Inc., they do provide useful LGBT 
Housing information, so here is another one.  
If anyone thinks I should not provide this 
information / promotion, please let me know.  
(Regarding this article – I recommend 
you support a realtor who supports you 
and who has extensive experience in the 
Lansing area  -  Jim Noble at 333-2520  - 
see his LAHR ad!!!)

Purchasing a first home is a wise financial 
investment, especially with today’s 
discounted prices, reasonable interest 
rates, and generous first time buyer 
tax incentives. But before looking at 
houses, savvy buyers will first spend time 
shopping for the right real estate agent to 
meet their needs. 

Most inexperienced buyers see a house 
they like and call the brokerage or agent 
whose phone number is displayed on 
the yard sign. As a result they enter into 
a professional relationship to make the 
biggest financial decision of a lifetime, 
and they do so with whatever agent 
happens to answer the phone. 

Most consumers would never follow 
this strategy when hiring an attorney, a 
financial planner, a stock broker, or even 
a car mechanic. But the majority of first 

time home buyers choose their real estate 
professional in this random fashion and 
then cross their fingers and hope that 
everything works out well. If they later 
discover that they are not getting the 
desired results, these buyers have to start 
all over from scratch. 

To eliminate this kind of aggravation and 
minimize the chance that a change in 
Realtors will occur in the midst of a search 
for a suitable property, LGBT buyers 
should follow these four helpful tips.

#1
Narrow the Field

Picking a Realtor involves finding a 
professional whose insight and experience 
is appropriate to the task. Some real estate 
brokers, for example, are entirely involved 
in the sale of new construction while 
others are primarily focused on sales of 
older homes in historic neighborhoods. 
While one agent may be the local expert 
on downtown condos and lofts, another 
may be better informed about bungalows 
or houses with large fenced yards in 
outlying neighborhoods. Buyers should 
first decide what general category of 
property they want to purchase and then 
choose a real estate broker with the right 
specialization and focus to help them.

#2
Find a LGBT-Friendly Realtor

The potential for silent homophobia 
within the real estate industry still exists, 

and may place invisible obstacles in 
the path of LGBT buyers. Buyers may 
even have trouble getting the expert help 
they expect if they select an agent who 
may be supportive of LGBT equality 
but who nevertheless lacks experience 
and understanding of LGBT legal issues 
surrounding home ownership. But the 
careful selection of a qualified Realtor 
who specializes in working with LGBT 
buyers can solve those problems before 
they ever surface. To narrow down 
potential candidates, buyers can use free 
resources such as GayRealEstate.com, 
an online network of LGBT real estate 
professionals worldwide. 

#3
Understand Realtor Roles

Local real estate laws dictate the roles 
and fiduciary responsibilities that real 
estate agents and brokers play, and a 
buyer should clarify the role of each 
Realtor and then keep that in mind. 
Within some jurisdictions, for instance, 
real estate professionals act as dual 
agents. This means that they represent 
both the buyer and the seller at the same 
time. Those agents who are legally 
designated as exclusive buyer agents, 
on the other hand, are prohibited from 
listing homes on behalf of sellers. They 
work only for buyers, and are obliged 
to keep the buyer’s best interests in 
mind throughout the entire transaction. 
Sometimes buyers prefer to work with 
an exclusive buyer agent because these 
Realtors are not busy trying to market 
and sell properties and can devote all of 
their attention to the buyer. 

#4
Trust and Rapport are Essential

Always look for a Realtor with 
experience, a proven track record, and a 
verifiable reputation for customer service 
and satisfaction. But perhaps the most 
important attribute necessary in this kind 
of professional relationship is the ability 
to communicate and answer questions in 
a way that inspires confidence and trust. 
Without that kind of chemistry even the 
simplest transaction can become difficult, 
so buyers should trust their instincts and 
choose Realtors with whom they feel 
completely comfortable. That is one of the 

(Continued on page 13)
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Marriage Support Grows
from the Internet
 
More than half of Americans favor 
legalized same-sex marriage, according 
to a new poll on the issue, with 
significant shifts in public opinion on the 
issue just since last year.
 
More Americans continue to oppose gay 
marriage than support it, according to 
the poll, which was released  by the Pew 
Research Center. But for the first time 
since Pew starting asking about same 
sex marriage 15 years ago, fewer than 
half of those polled said they oppose 
legalizing the institution.
 
The poll revealed other firsts. For 
the first time since Pew began asking 
about the issue, more white mainline 
Protestants and white Catholics favor 
gay marriage than oppose it.
 
“The shift in opinion on same-sex 
marriage has been broad-based, 
occurring across many demographic, 
political and religious groups,” Pew’s 

polling analysis said.
  
The analysis noted that political 
independents, who were opposed to gay 
marriage by a wide margin just last year, 
are now divided on the issue.
 
The poll -- which combines two surveys 
conducted from July to September of 
this year -- found that 42 percent of 
Americans favor same-sex marriage, 
while 48 percent oppose it.
 
In polls conducted in 2009, 37 percent 
favored gay marriage while 54 percent 
were opposed, Pew said.
 
“The public continues to be far more 
supportive of gays and lesbians serving 
openly in the military than of allowing 
legal same-sex marriages,” the Pew’s 
polling analysis notes.
 
Sixty percent of Americans favor allowing 
gays and lesbians to serve openly in the 
military, while 30 percent oppose it. 
Support for gays serving openly in the 
military has remained fairly stable over 
the last five years, Pew said.

 
On gay marriage, the new poll found 
significant differences of opinions along 
age, racial and partisan lines.
 
Americans in the so-called Millennial 
Generation -- those born after the 1980s 
-- favor gay marriage by 53 percent to 
39 percent, the poll found. Among those 
born between 1928 and 1945, just 29 
percent favor allowing gays and lesbians 
to marry legally, while 59 percent are 
opposed.
 
Among Democrats, 53 percent support 
legalized gay marriage, while just 24 
percent of Republicans do.

And while whites are evenly divided 
over gay marriage, the poll found, 
blacks oppose legalizing the institution 
by a wide margin.
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PUT DOWN THE GUNS
The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice

Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area  
Donations Welcome
www.glnawi.org 

Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell Update from 
Servicemembers Legal 
Defense Network
Although the President signed legislation 
into law that provides a pathway to repeal 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, this is a reminder 
that the job is not done. 
 
Troops remain at risk under the law; 
135 service members and veterans have 
contacted the Servicemembers Legal 
Defense Network legal team for help. 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” will remain 
the law until certification and the 60-
day implementation period have been 
completed. 
 
While a measure of dignity has been 
restored to thousands of service members 
on active duty, and to over a million 
gay and lesbian veterans who served in 
silence – the uncertainty and fear in the 
ranks remains. The Network’s mission 
and services will continue:  securing the 
freedom for all qualified to serve in the 
U.S. military with equality of treatment 
and opportunity. 
  

The Network will: 

Press ahead for swift certification so we 
can move ahead to implement the law, and 
to deliver on our new law’s promise of 
open and honest military service. 
Urge the President to finish the task 
by issuing an Executive Order upon 
certification barring discrimination on 
sexual orientation and gender identity.
Insist the spirit and letter of the law 
are enforced and that all LGBT service 
members actually receive equal treatment 
for the same selfless service. 
Advocate for the same support and 
benefits that are taken for granted by 
others in uniform – to ensure for the first 
time that all dependents and loved ones 
are recognized fairly for their sacrifices. 
Our LGBT military families count too.
Accelerate the re-accession of all qualified 
and able candidates for military service 
who were harmed or discharged under 
DADT and who once again wish to serve 
their country.
Speak up for and assist our veterans 
to address dishonorable and hurtful 
discharges and empower them to seek 
redress for the veterans benefits they 
earned.

LCC Scholarship
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Last month we reported the establishment 
of the Betsy Lou Robson Scholarship 
Fund at LCC for LGBT students.  I noted 
that I hoped to interview the family and 
provide the background story about the 
scholarship.

I have contacted the family, but have 
not the opportunity to do the interview.  
Hopefully, I will be able to provide 
this interesting story in the March 
newsletter.  For more information about 
the scholarship, especially donating to the 
scholarship, please contact Peggy Hellwig 
at the LCC Foundation at 483-1989 or 
hellwigm@lcc.edu .
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most compelling reasons for LGBT buyers 
to choose a real estate broker who is a 
member of a LGBT network.

Those who don’t do this preliminary 
research run the risk of wasting valuable 
time and energy, and delays in the 
current market can be both frustrating 
and costly. Housing prices in many 
parts of the country are rising, mortgage 
interest rates may creep higher over 
the next few months, and the crucial 
deadline for taking advantage of the first 
time homebuyer tax credit is rapidly 
approaching.  (It has passed.)  Any 
unexpected postponements caused by 
having to switch real estate brokers 
in the middle of the buying process 
can have substantial adverse financial 
consequences, and most buyers cannot 
afford those in this harsh economy.
But intentionally choosing the right 
Realtor can greatly enhance the first time 
home buying experience. This makes it 
easier to locate homes faster, negotiate 
from a more informed position, and ensure 
a smooth and flawless closing.

(To find real estate professionals 
devoted to serving the LGBT 
community, visit www.GayRealEstate.
com, or call toll free 1-888-420-
MOVE (6683). The site is home to 
the largest online network of LGBT 
Realtors in the world.)

(Continued from page 10)

Home Buyer Tips Letter to LAHR concerning Passport Success
Dear Penny, 

Our stories are powerful! 

We have collected thousands of stories about the way discrimination and inequality impacts you and 
your families. Time and time again, you told us that applying for passports for our children was one 
of the most difficult and stress-provoking experiences of being an LGBT parent. In response to these 
stories and because of Family Equality Council’s tireless advocacy on behalf of our families, the U.S. 
Department of State has announced new, gender-neutral passport and Consular Report of Birth Abroad 
forms. The new forms will use the title of “parent” as opposed to “mother” and “father”. 

I remember early in my tenure as Executive Director at Family Equality Council I heard the story 
of one of our parents, living in a rural area, who had gone to apply for a passport for their child. 
She and her partner went to the post office, adoption papers in hand, only to be confronted by a 
passport application that said “mother” and “father”. They didn’t know what to do, they didn’t 
want to lie, they were angry that our own government made them feel second class and they were 
afraid to ask the clerk for clarification, fearing discrimination or harassment.  

That is why changing the US passport application to more accurately reflect the diversity of 
America’s families has been a top priority of Family Equality Council. Together we made 
that change happen. 

This work is part of Family Equality Council’s larger effort to ensure that government programs 
and services are available and accessible to the one million LGBT families raising two million 
children in the United State. We will change more forms, we will open access to more programs 
and services and we will continue to be your voice, advocating for our families, with the President, 
with Congress, with America – ultimately securing equality for ALL families. 

Thank you for what you do to support family equality. I am truly grateful. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Chrisler 
Executive Director 
Family Equality Council 

Wednesday 
Coffee Night

With the passing of a number of 
members of our little group, and 
the dwindling attendance by other 
members, LAHR’s Wednesday 
Coffee Night has been placed on 
hold until at least next spring.   If 
anyone is interested in taking the 
lead and continuing the group 
during the Winter months, please 
notify Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.
net or call 337-1419.
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The Anti-Bullying Bill is Not  
a Political Issue 

It’s About Protecting Our  
Kids — All of Them

You may have missed this since it ran 
right after the holidays, but on January 3rd 
the Detroit Free Press ran a story on the 
continuing struggle to pass an anti-bullying 
bill that will protect all of Michigan’s 
students.  
 
The story, Dad and others keep up fight 
for anti-bullying bill, quotes the American 
Family Association’s Gary Glenn as saying 
that this vital bill would have passed 
“five years ago” if it had not included 
enumeration.  
 
That is, an anti-bullying bill is fine in 
Mr. Glenn’s eyes – as long as lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender kids aren’t 
protected by it. 
 
However, Mr. Glenn’s position misses 
an important human element – the actual 
children and teenagers who are living in fear 
every day, five days a week, because they 
aren’t safe in their own schools.  
 
Mr. Glenn and other opponents of a 
comprehensive anti-bullying bill have never 
met our 14-year-old client, a young man who 
has been the subject of anti-gay bullying 
since the second grade. The bullying as 
been so pervasive, in fact, that our client has 
spent time in the hospital for psychological 
distress. The bullying is so constant that he 
feels he has to leave school. 

 
The tragic irony in this situation is that our 
client isn’t even gay.
 
Our client isn’t alone. According to a 1996 
report by the Seattle Safe Schools coalition, 
four heterosexual youth reported harassment 
or violence because they were perceived to be 
gay or lesbian for every actual LGBT youth 
who was targeted. 
 
And when it comes to anti-LGBT bullying, 
the numbers speak volumes. GLSEN’s 
2009 School Climate Survey reports that 
84.6% of LGBT students reported being 
verbally harassed, 40.1% reported being 
physically harassed, and 18.8% reported 
being physically assaulted due to their sexual 
orientation.  
 
Nearly two-thirds of LGBT students 
reported that they felt unsafe in school 
due to their sexual orientation and more 
than a third felt unsafe due to their gender 
expression. This is a horrific situation, 
and we cannot allow it to continue here in 
Michigan.
 
Let us be perfectly clear: non-enumeration 
helps no one. Enumerating the bill is simply 
giving recognition that children who are 
(or who are perceived to be) gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or transgender are four times more 
likely to be targets of bullying – it addresses 
the core of the problem.  
 
Enumerated bills, however, are effective. In 
its most recent annual survey, GLSEN (the 
Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network) 
found that students attending schools 
with an anti-bullying policy that included 
protections based on sexual orientation and/
or gender identity or expression heard fewer 
homophobic remarks, experienced less 

victimization related to sexual orientation, 
and were more likely to report that staff 
intervened when verbal or physical bullying 
occurred. 
 
Anti-bullying legislation will soon be 
reintroduced and Michigan will once again 
have a chance to be a part of the solution, but 
with every week we delay action schools and 
families risk losing more children. This is a 
great opportunity for legislators on both sides 
of the aisle to show Michigan that they are 
able to respond to this national crisis quickly 
and intelligently so that further tragedies can 
be avoided. This epidemic and its casualties 
will not go away without action.  
 
Equality Michigan supports an 
enumerated anti-bullying bill because we 
know that it is the only way to truly protect 
LGBT students and heterosexual students 
alike. We support such a bill on behalf of 
our 14-year-old client whose education has 
been badly marred. We support it because 
we receive calls all the time from parents 
and students asking for our help when 
bullying occurs. 
 
And we support an enumerated bill because 
we know that a social climate that permits 
anti-LGBT bullying in schools also promotes 
one that encourages anti-LGBT bias crimes 
and discrimination against adults. 
 
The anti-bullying bill is not a political issue. 
It is a school safety issue. In the wake of 
suicides, ruined educations and (frequently) 
ruined lives, injecting personal biases or 
playing political games with this issue is 
completely unacceptable. 
 
Here at Equality Michigan we will continue 
to support the victims of anti-LGBT bullying 
regardless of their sexual orientation, gender 
identity or gender expression. And we will 
continue to stand for the only kind of bill that 
will ensure safety for every Michigan student 
– an enumerated anti-bullying bill. 
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SUNDAY
•	 Light	House	Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All	Saints	Episcopal	Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood	United	Church	of	Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian	Universalist	Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - Volleyball is on hold until warm weather returns  
•	 Fellowship	for	Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity	of	Greater	Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red	Cedar	Friends	Quaker	Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Sistrum,	Lansing	Women’s	Chorus - 7-9pm @ University Lutheran 

church, 1020 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.

•	 LGBT	AA	meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

•	 Social	Knit	Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com .

TUESDAY
•	 Grand	River	Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre	at	Esquire	Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 Greater	Lansing	Gay	Men’s	Chorus	- Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan	Lesbian,	Gay,	Bisexual,	Transgender	&	Straight	Allies	of	
Faith	Working	for	Justice	for	All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA	with	Disabilities	Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits	And	The	City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s	Coffee	Night - has been placed on hold until at least next spring. 
If anyone is interested in taking the lead and continuing the group during the 
Winter months, please notify Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call 337-1419. 

•	 Karaoke	Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
THURSDAY

•	 Lansing	Community	College	Gay	Straight	Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu, phone: (517) 483-1209 

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 LAHR	Downtown	Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT	AA	meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR	Friday	Night	Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR	Breakfast	Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month – at the Old Town Diner 

at 516 E. Grand River in Old Town next to the old Temple Club.   
Contact Bill 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

VARIES
•	 Equality	Band	of	Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 

Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet	Support	Services,	Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our	advertising	rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!
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