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REMEMBER TO VOTE!
  
The primary election in Lansing is 
Tuesday, Aug. 2.. Make every effort 
to vote and encourage your family 
and friends to do the same!!
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Suits and the City
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Suits and the City had their usual 
successful social event on the 
first Wednesday of the month, 
July 6, at the beautiful Sir Pizza 
overlooking the river in Old Town.  

This month Michigan Pride sponsored the event and 
Emilie Horvath was there representing Michigan 
Pride.  One important message from Emilie was 
that Michigan Pride finished this year’s successful 
Michigan Pride Festival “in the black.”

Thanks for LAHR photographer Mark Sartor for attending this social event 
and providing us with some nice pictures included with this article.

AIDS WALK Lansing/East Lansing
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

WALK THE WALK: AIDS 
WALK

Sunday, September 25, 2011

On Sunday, September 25, 2011, AIDS Walk 
Michigan Lansing/East Lansing will be held at Valley Court Park 
in East Lansing (behind People’s Church). Registration begins at 10:00 AM and 
the Walk will kick-off at 1:00 PM.  

There are a number of strong community partnerships that make AIDS Walk 
successful each year. Officially hosted by Evans Scholars of Michigan State 
University for the past 15 years, the local service oriented fraternity provides 
extensive assistance in all phases of the fundraising event. Their support and 
enthusiasm for this event and their commitment to LAAN and AIDS Walk 
Lansing/East Lansing has become an annual tradition and has forged a unique 
partnership in the local effort to raise awareness and funding to stop the further 
spread of HIV.  

In addition to Evans Scholars, AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing receives 
tremendous support from many community partners including the LGBT 
community.  The community has generously supported the Walk through 
Individual Walkers and Walk Teams.  The past support provided by Lansing 

Join LAHR and Equality 
Band for Equality Night  
at the Lugnuts

by Gary Hicks, LAHR 
Board

The Lansing 
Association For 
Human Rights is 
organizing Equality 
Night at the Lugnuts
during the game on 

Saturday, August 13, at 7 pm at Thomas 
Cooley Stadium in downtown Lansing.   
There will be fireworks following 
the game and upwards of 10,000 are 
expected to attend.

LAHR has purchased 20 lawn tickets 
for the game and will give a free lawn 
ticket to the first 20 people who either 
(A) become a new LAHR member by 
August 7 or (B) are a current member 
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
P.O. Box 6565

East Lansing, MI 48826

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

You may have read it in Between the Lines, (I did), you may have heard about it on NPR,  on TV news, or on Facebook, 
twitter, or whatever.  It is not new news.  But it is news of another gapping gash inflicted on the wall separating Lesbians 
and gays from full equality in our United States of America.  

 • Dateline July 6th, BTL Lisa Leff (AP).  “A federal appeals court ordered the U.S. government on Wednesday to  
 immediately cease enforcing the longstanding ban on openly gay members of the military.”

Catch that:  Federal.  At the federal level, high up on the chain of the judicial system, it is determined that treating those 
of us who are not heterosexual differently under the law than those who are heterosexual, is not within the confines of the 
US Constitution.  Might the next gash, marriage equality, finally bring down the wall altogether?  

It took only two pages for a three judge panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco to declare  the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
(DADT) policy for lesbian and gay members of the military (what an abomination) must be abolished.  It is unconstitutional to treat (Lesbian 
and) gay Americans differently under the law.  Duh!  Geeze, how basic is that!  Have we not been saying that about our rights, the rights of 
any of the minorities in our country, for ages?  Why oh why must each class of citizens fight for equality, when in the constitution all of us are 
created equally---for the moment forget that it is all men in the constitution:  Taking into account that at the time it was only men guaranteed 
equal rights .  

And those of us as Democrats, Stonewall Dems at that, take note that it is the Log Cabin Republicans who brought this issue to a head, and 
have persuaded a lower court to declare the delay in lifting the ban against Lesbians and gays in the military as unconstitutional.   DADT has 
been crumbing for some time.  Congress at the beginning of this year repealed it, now the courts have deemed it unconstitutional, and all the 
president needs to do is sign it.  

My friend, a lesbian and a former military service member told me that while active in the US Army she and a gay male fellow US Army 
service member, married.  For heaven’s sakes!  What lengths we must go for equality, much less to insure our safety.  She also told me, that 
even when the much delayed lifting of the ban is accomplished, if she were still active, she would be very careful about being out as a lesbian in 
the American Military.  She is not trusting of how far down the policy will be effective enough for her safety.  Holy Mackral!  

So, with all my exclamations, editorial comments—those who know me will recognize how I cleaned them up for publication—Please know, 
where Lesbian is in the text, I have added it.  The term gay is supposed to include lesbians.  Some of us do not feel included, as women were 
not really included in the generic man.  

Please also know it is from the Between the Lines coverage of this “gash” that led me to write this letter from the president.  Please, be a loyal 
reader of this wonderful and only statewide LGBT focused news publication; after all our lives depend upon our being informed.   

Respectfully,

Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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OUT (formerly Greater Lansing Gay 
Men’s Chorus, the Equality Band of 
Michigan, has been extremely helpful.  
In addition to performing at past events, 
both groups have served as In-Kind 
Sponsors.  The Chorus has assumed 
the enormous task of providing a 
luncheon after the walk for over 400 
individual walkers.  The Band had 
taken responsibility for providing 
a breakfast prior to the walk.  The 
Michigan Gay Officers Action League 
(MI-GOAL) officially joined the event 
as a well represented Walk Team last 
year and donated approximately $2,000. 
LAAN is deeply appreciative of those 
monumental efforts. 

AIDS Walk Michigan is a non-profit 
organization that began in 1998 to 
raise awareness of HIV and AIDS, and 
to raise money for AIDS services in 
participating Michigan communities. 
Funds for AIDS Walk Michigan come 
from a variety of sources. Individuals 
and teams participating in the 5k Walk 
secure pledges from friends, family 
members and their communities. 
Corporate contributions and 
sponsorships (cash or in-kind donations) 
from area businesses are also donated. 

The funds generated by each Walk are 
committed to HIV/AIDS education, 
prevention and awareness programs. It is 
important to know that all of the money 
collected by a community remains 
in that community to support local 
HIV services. For LAAN, AIDS Walk 
Lansing/East Lansing helps to not only 
raise donated funds to help underwrite 
the costs associated with programs 
and services but also helps to raise 
community awareness about HIV/AIDS. 

Having successfully endeavored to 
create a more festive occasion in 2010 
for AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing, 
LAAN is intent on broadening those 
efforts this year.  Always a family 
friendly event, LAAN will enhance 
that experience by having both a 
kiddie station and a doggie station 
again this year.  Both will feature 
treats and refreshments for children 
as well as canine family members.  
Clownie K will be making a return 
visit this year, complete with her 
colorful balloon creations.  The 
event will again be emceed by Tim 
Barron, WLMI, 92.9 FM with much 
entertainment.  The East Lansing 
Farmers Market was a welcome 
neighbor to the event last year with 
a lot of cross patronage.  It is hoped 
that this relationship will be further 

(Continued from page 1)

AIDS Walk defined in 2011.  LAAN is expanding 
an opportunity for clients to share 
their concept of Living with HIV 
with original art pieces in Positive 
Expressions Exhibit Area. Some of 
those items will be offered for sale. 
As always, there is the opportunity 
for organizations to set up booths 
to display materials, provide 
entertainment, or share community 
information.

If you would like to register as an 
Individual or organize a Walk Team to 
represent your organization, you may 
create your own Walk Web Page and 
recruit or raise money for your team 
online. Friends, families, coworkers 
and supporters can pledge money by 
cash or by making an on-line donation 
via credit card on your individual 
home page.  It is fun, it is easy and it’s 
all for a great cause! 

Please be cognizant of that old adage; 
and “Don’t just talk the talk, but walk 
the walk!”  Join us for a wonderful event 
at AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing 
2011.  You may contact Jacob Distel at 
the LAAN office, 517-394-3719, Ext. 13. 
for more information about the event or to 
discuss the opportunity to set up a booth.  
You can also check out the Walk website: 
www.aidswalkmichigan.org, simply 
scrolling to the Lansing/East Lansing 
page.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Readers of The LGBT News:  

I am asking all of you to support Rory Neuner for the At-Large seat on the Lansing City Council in the August primary election.  
She is articulate, intelligent, and a young go-getter!
 
The Republican Party has been working over the last 10 years to take over this country by getting Republicans elected at the 
lowest political levels and then helping them move up into the big time political positions of power.  We are now witnessing 
their hard work in Michigan’s Legislature and Governorship.  We have now seen and felt their discrimination towards the lgbt 
community in this state.
 
As lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people in the Lansing area we need to begin the process of building our own political 
power base by electing Rory Neuner to the Lansing City Council on August 2.  On the ballot we will be asked to vote for two 
people for the At-Large Council seats.  I recommend that you vote only for Rory, because this will give her the equivalence of 
two votes in the primary.
 
Let’s join together and begin to build our own elected political power base.  Go to the polls August 2 and vote for Rory Neuner!
 
Thank you, Dennis Hall
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

 Whatever happened to 
Courtesy?

I think Common 
Courtesy is dead.  I 
know you are saying to 
yourself, “No, it’s not!”  

Trust me, it is.  I wish it weren’t true.  I 
wish people were altruistic and caring.  
Truth be told, most people are either 
narcissistic or selfish.  I know there are 
exceptions and that not everyone reading 
this will fall into this category.

 I am reminded of it every day.  When I 
am driving to work, I can’t tell you how 
many times I come up on someone in the 
left lane and they refuse to get over.  You 
do know that by state law, you are to stay 
in the right lane unless you are passing 
someone, right?  I think most of them 
know, they just don’t care that someone 
is behind them.  Their feeling is, “Hey, 
if you want to go around me, that’s fine.  
Why should I move?” 

I also see it when I am out at any store 
or mall.  People go up to the register 
on their cell phone and refuse to end 
the conversation.  They treat the sales 
associate like an ATM.  Just swipe my card 
and push some buttons, you don’t matter 
as a person.  I also can’t stand it when I 
walk up behind someone who is standing 
in the middle of an aisle and I have to say, 
“Excuse, me!”  It’s bad enough that they 
either can’t pay attention or are indifferent 
to others.  What makes it worse is when 
they don’t even acknowledge you and 
slowly move out of the way.  REALLY?  I 
can’t even get an, “Oh, I’m sorry!” as you 
move out of the way?

 What has happened to us?  Do we really 
have such a sense of self importance 
that we seriously think we are better 
than everyone else?  I find it very dis-
heartening.  I also don’t stand by and 
take it.  Well, I take it from the general 
populace mostly because I don’t want 
people to think I’m a jerk (even though 
they were being one in the first place).  
I do, however, correct friends and co-
workers when I notice them lacking in 
common courtesy.

Actually, I think the gay population 
is more altruistic than the straight 
population.  We are very aware of what 
others are thinking and feeling.  Many of 
us went for years without being true to 
ourselves and that has given us a unique 
opportunity to be empathetic to the needs 
of others.  Unfortunately, we are in the 
minority.

Common Courtesy is not just about 
opening a door for someone else or 
saying Thank You when someone does 
you a favor.   It’s about how you treat 
your fellow man or woman.  Do you 
like it when you are ignored or treated 
indifferently?  Why on Earth would 
you do it to anyone else?  A smile is 
contagious.  Common Courtesy can be 
too, so, pass it on.

Tell me what you think.  Comments 
(hopefully positive) are always welcome.  
Write me at allimsaying@yahoo.com .
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The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is now providing Rapid HIV Testing on Tuesdays 

from 1pm to 8 pm.  By appointment.  
Results will be given the same day.  

To schedule an appointment, please call 517-394-3719 ext.30 ask for Matt. 
Rapid HIV testing is available at the LAAN o�ce located at 

913 W Holmes Rd suite 115 Lansing MI 48910.  

GET TESTED; KNOW YOUR STATUS! 

(Continued from page 1)

Lugnuts

whose dues were paid on or after August 
1, 2010.  Free tickets must be requested 
by contacting Gary Hicks, LAHR board 
member, at garyhickslaw@aol.com no 
later than August 6, 2011, so that LAHR 
can verify eligibility for a free ticket.  
Family and organizational memberships 
are limited to one free ticket, and this 
offer is limited to the first 20 people 
who qualify and request a ticket by 
August 6.

Everyone in the Lansing area LGBT 
community is invited to attend Equality 
Night by purchasing a ticket for the 
game and wearing a Pride shirt or 
other brightly colored shirt to the 
game. Tickets start at $8 for a lawn 
seat. Tickets in the grandstand can be 
purchased for either $9 or $10.

The Equality Band of Michigan, 
a statewide LGBT band, will be 
performing “America the Beautiful” on 
the field before the game.  Everyone 
in the LGBT community and allies are 

invited to join the band on the field to 
form an impromptu Community Chorus 
for Equality and sing “America the 
Beautiful.”  The stirring lyrics were 
written by Katharine Lee Bates, who 
shared her life with another woman for 
25 years. 

To participate in this community chorus, 
you will need a ticket to the game and 
must contact Gary Hicks no later than 
August 6.   LAHR strongly encourages 
everyone who supports LGBT equality 
to join the band on the field to proudly 
sing “America the Beautiful” before a 
likely sellout crowd at the stadium.

The Michigan Gay 
Officers Action 
League (MI-GOAL), 
an LGBT law 
enforcement group, 
and Michigan Pride 
are also planning to 
purchase group tickets 
and join LAHR at 
Equality Night at the 
Lugnuts.  If you have 
a group interested in 

participating in Equality Night at the 
Lugnuts, call the Lugnuts ticket office at 
485-4500 or visit www.lansinglugnuts.
com .   A minimum of 20 tickets must be 
purchased, but your group will receive 
recognition on the scoreboard and other 
perks.  

With the current 3 groups plus the 
band and other individuals, the LGBT 
community could have over 100 in 
attendance at this exciting event which 
will provide positive visibility for the 
greater Lansing LGBT community.
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Equality 
Band Seeks 
Musicians
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The Equality Band 
of Michigan is a statewide band that 
promotes equality for LGBT citizens. 
We are open to all people who 
support LGBT equality.  Recently we 
performed at Pride events in Detroit, 
Lansing and Grand Rapids.  We hope 
to participate in the Lansing AIDS 
Walk.

We are seeking to add people who 
are interested in playing a brass or 
woodwind instrument as well as 
percussionists. We are a casual group 
whose musical philosophy is to have 
fun. We now have a band director who 
conducts us.  We would like you to 
consider joining the band, even if you 
haven’t played in years.
The band is also in need of 
instruments.  We have had people 

express interest in playing in the band, 
but who do not have an instrument and 
are unable to purchase one.  If you 
do not want to play, but you have an 
instrument, please consider loaning it 
or donating it to the band.

We are on Facebook as Equality 
Band of Michigan.   If you have 
questions about the band or would 
like to join, please call or email Gary 
Hicks, Band President, at 525-1732 or  
GHicks5200@aol.com .

Equality Band at the Capitol for Michigan Pride
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Out at Work
by Frank Vaco, 
LAHR Board

Dungeons and 
Dragons

“The Dungeon Master 
is the game organizer 
and participant in 

charge of creating the details and challenges of 
a given adventure, while maintaining a realistic 
continuity of events.”  How does this relate to 
the workplace?  Your manager assigns tasks 
and challenges you to succeed to make the 
business look good.  Do you trust their story 
and their ability to lead?  If you trust, you can 
further go into a wondrous story with rich 
awards.

Trust and honor game we play at work 
may bring about different outcomes.    As 

we continue with our jobs at work we gain 
knowledge of things like we better not 
bother anyone with work when their coming 
in the door.   My managers want to know 
we can handle ourselves.    It is constantly 
analyzing those working behaviors like 
living openly which improve the workforce. 

For instance, I was on the business trip 
with someone who knew I was gay from 
Face book.   Instead of blabbering it to the 
uneasy folks, he let me go.   Later stating 
he likes to play it neutral on the idea.  
He gave me honor by bestowing me the 
privilege of keeping my identity.  Trusting 
the situation I can work easy.   There are 
Trials to be faced while being out at work.    
You just hope you can use that dice of life 
to get through it.

There are factors which come up when 
you are playing the game of Trust and 
Honor.  Apparently you can trust your 
physician with your health secrets, this 
helps with improving your health.   You 

cannot trust your co workers so your work 
will suffer. 

Have you ever noticed there is not 
enough time in the work day?  While 
you are worrying whether or not to cast 
Outofclosetmaximus the Turner report 
is not going to get printed.  Millions of 
things going down and you’re so scared 
someone will know the real you.

So as I take a plunge playing a game on 
my free time working for the amusement 
of others.  It makes me realize I will have 
to stay in character and ride out any story 
lines.     What tasks or mighty deeds will 
the Dungeon Master ask me to perform?      
What work assignments can I get done 
today?   It’s all about pushing me to the 
outer limits.

How is your creativity?   How is your 
trust and honor doing?  Let me know at 
Vacaafrank@gmail.com 

As published in each issue of The LGBT 
News in the Calendar of Events on page 
15, Suits And The City gets together on the 
first Wednesday of each month from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m.   There is usually excellent 
food and prize drawings as well as the 
opportunity to socialize and meet new 
friends.  The location changes each month, 
so please check out their web site at www.
suitsandthecity.com. 

(Continued from page 1)

Suits and the City

Part of the large mixed crowd and food at Suits and the City

The large crowd attending Suits in the beautiful Sir Pizza along the river in Old Town
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander

Dear Friends,

I have the 
tremendous blessing 
of being a mother to 

two little boys, four-year-old Johnny 
and five-year-old Frankie.  They fill 
our house with laughter and energy, 
and I never really know what they 
will say next.  Whether it is Johnny 
telling me that I am “even awesomer 
that Batman” or Frankie surprising 
me with a sneak pillow attack, they 
fill my life with joy and love.  Yes, 
it is hard work parenting two young 
children, but it is an amazing gift to 
be their mom.

As the biological mother of one of 
my sons, and the adoptive mother 
of my other child, I have full legal 
rights to both boys.  I have no 
worries that they could be taken 

 

The US military spends 
$2.1 million every minute. 

It is time to change priorities!!!!

Are you complaining?
Use Your Voice
Use Your Vote

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice,
Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

from me.  When they are sick, I can 
take them to the doctors and get 
treatment.  I can make decisions 
about their schooling and their 
medical care, without having anyone 
question my right to decide on their 
behalf.

But many of my friends do not have 
these same rights; because there is 
no second-parent adoption in the 
state of Michigan, gay and lesbian 
parents cannot access the same 
legal protections regarding their 
own children.  The very idea that a 
mother cannot get health insurance 
for her child, simply because she is 
not the biological mother, or that a 
father cannot enroll his child at a 
new school, simply because he is not 
the adoptive father, is infuriating.  
But the hardest part of this for me is 
the reality that parents do not have 
legal rights to their own children, 
and can lose access to their beloved 
sons and daughters in the case of 
a dissolved relationship with their 
partner.  Without second-parent 
adoption, the non-biological or non-

adoptive parent can actually lose his 
or her child.  The horrifying part is 
that this actually happens.

As the mother of two young children, 
I can’t imagine this reality, and I can’t 
believe that there are people out there 
who think that this is just.  This leaves 
children remarkably vulnerable, when 
the law does not protect their rights 
to have both of their parents involved 
in their lives.  It leaves children 
vulnerable when they can’t access 
health insurance because the law 
refuses to acknowledge their family 
as a “real” family.  And it creates a 
situation where hearts can be broken 
in one of the worst ways imaginable – 
for a parent to lose a child, for a child 
to lose one of his moms or one of her 
dads.

I am so grateful for those who are 
working tirelessly for adoption 
equality, for the rights of children and 
the rights of parents.  As a mother, I 
am infuriated that there are lesbian 
mothers and gay fathers, who love 
their children just as much as I love 
mine, but at the same time, are not 
allowed the legal rights that I enjoy.  
It is my hope and my prayer and my 
belief that things will change.  I do 
believe that it will get better.  And I 
pray that it will happen sooner, rather 
than later, so that we can honestly 
honor all families and truly value the 
love that makes a home.

God bless!
Pastor Kari
Edgewood United Church, UCC
kari@edgewooducc.org
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Positively Speaking
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

AIDS Walk 2010

On Sunday, September 
25, 2011, the 
Lansing Area AIDS 
Network (LAAN) 

will again host its annual AIDS Walk 
Event in partnership with the MSU 
Evans Scholars and the MSU Chapter 
of the National Association of Black 
Accountants.  LAAN is extremely 
appreciative of the past support provided 
by the LGBT community of Greater 
Lansing and is looking forward to 
that continued support for this year’s 
event.  The Equality Band of Michigan 
and Lansing OUT (formerly Greater 
Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus) have been 
committed partners for many years. 
Below you will find more information 
about AIDS Walk 2011 Lansing/East 
Lansing.  
 
Your support this year is vitally 
important.  During the recent past, 
LAAN has witnessed escalating need 
and decreased funding for several 
programming areas.  Fortunately, LAAN 
has been successful in identifying 
different revenues and continuing 
those services which the community so 
critically needs, including direct client 
assistance to individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS and prevention services to 
those communities most at risk for HIV 
infection.  A significant portion of that 
revenue is a result of signature events 
such as AIDS Walk.  This year, LAAN 
is hoping to net approximately $20,000.  
With your assistance we are hoping to 
realize that goal.

Thanks,
Jake

Equality Band Mourns
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The Equality Band recently learned that one of our original members, 
and the original leader of the Grand Rapids division of the band, Bill 
Hubbard, passed away unexpectedly on July 10, 2011.  The members of 
the band are deeply saddened and shocked.
 

It was just a little less than a year ago that Bill proudly brought his nephew to Lansing to 
show him the MSU campus, where Bill graduated and where his nephew planned to attend 
school this past year.  As you can see in the picture, Bill also participated that day in the 
Lansing AIDS Walk, which he had done for the past few years.

The Band sends its sympathy to Bill’s family and to his special friend Nathan, who also has played 
several roles to help the Band.  Bill’s talent, leadership and friendship will be greatly missed.

William “Bill” Hubbard  
William Lee Hubbard, “Bill”, Whitehall, Michigan, age 43, passed away 
unexpectedly, yet, peacefully, on the morning of July 11, 2011. Bill was 
born on February 1, 1967, to William S. and Donna (Read) Hubbard. He 
graduated from Montague 
High School in 1985, during 
which time he was part of the 
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp 

International Band that toured the Scandanavian 
Countries. He then went on to Michigan State 
University for 4 years, during which time he was 
an active member of the MSU Spartan Marching 
Band and remains an alumni to this day. He had 
worked as an I.T. Specialist for a number of 
years. Music was an essential component of his 
life and everything he participated in revolved 
around music and theater. Bill was a member of 
Caulder City Concert Band, LGBA World Band Association, Michigan PRIDE Committee, 
West Michigan PRIDE, Speak Equal, Equality Band of Michigan and had served as Board 
Secretary, Librarian and Coordinator of WMI. 

Bill Hubbard, second from left, playing at 
last year’s Lansing AIDS Walk
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Jillian & Cole
5 years
July 24

Walking the Beat
by Michelle Bryant,  
LGBT Liaison Officer

One Year 
Anniversary

It’s been one year 
since I was appointed 
as LGBT liaison 

officer.  How time flies!  In my first year, 
I have only had about a dozen complaints 
referred to me from the LGBT community.  
Most of them were relationship 
disagreements where I served as an 
informal mediator.  I have also had several 
informational inquiries.  It is important 
to note that I am not getting all of the 
complaints filed by the LGBT community.  
I get referrals for those with sensitive 

issues, or those that someone specifically 
wants to speak with an LGBT officer. 

There have been many more positive 
experiences than negative experiences in 
the past year.  Let’s start with the negative.

On my first day of work after being 
named liaison officer, I received an 
envelope in the mail.  It contained a 
pamphlet entitled, “The Top Ten Myths 
about Homosexuality.”  It was published 
by the Family Research Council.  I was 
intrigued and had to read it.  The pamphlet 
explained to me what a bad person I 
am because I am a lesbian.  At first, I 
was irritated.  After I thought about it, I 
laughed.  I realized that there are A LOT 
of people in the world who still need to be 
enlightened.

The public response to the creation of 
the LGBT liaison position has been very 
positive.  Internally, the response has been 
very positive or just indifference.  I take 
that as a positive.

We have taken some small steps over 
the past year.  I ended my first year in 
the liaison position with a giant history 
making leap - having uniformed officers 
participating in the Michigan Pride Parade 
for the first time!  That feat was the 
highlight of the year.  I have heard a lot of 
positive feedback about our participation 
with this event.  It’s making even more 
of an impact than I ever would have 
imagined.

So, where do we go from here?  I hope 
we can continue our involvement with 

the Michigan Pride Parade and Diversity 
Festival.  I hope that in the future I can 
be compensated for my involvement with 
those events and not have to participate 
on my own time.  I am representing the 
Lansing Police Department after all!

Additionally, I have been asked to sit on 
a panel of LGBT liaison officers at a law 
enforcement conference in Las Vegas this 
fall.  I am looking forward to it.  I plan to 
participate whether the department sends 
me to this conference or not.  But again, 
I am going as a representative of the 
Lansing Police Department to discuss my 
experiences as the LGBT liaison officer.  It 
would mean a lot to have the department 
backing me.  

Either way, I will continue to encourage 
positive change.  

(Publisher’s Note – I would like to 
congratulate Michelle on her one year 
anniversary and to say thank you for a 
job well done.  She has brought respect 
and gratitude for the Lansing Police 
Department.  I would also like to say thank 
you for writing this excellent “Walking 
the Beat” article.  Personally, I have 
attended councilmember Carol Wood’s 
fundraiser for public safety, and I voted in 
favor of the proposed increase.  The LGBT 
Liaison position is one of several ways in 
which I feel my city is progressing, and 
providing me and my community needed 
and tailored services.  Her LGBT Liaison 
responsibilities, on top of everything else 
Michelle does for the city and residents of 
Lansing, is money very well spent!)
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

IT’S THE LAW,  
OR IS IT?
Part 5

I ain’t no lady.  
I am a newspaper woman. 

– Hazel Brannon-Smith

I had a law professor who always said 
that the fourth arm of government 
is the media.  Remember, the three 
official arms are the judicial, the 
legislative, and the executive.  
Although the media can be misused, 
effective use of the media can bring 
pressure to bear on government, 
business or organizations to effect 
change.  

I have the highest regard for 
journalists who devote their lives to 
searching for the truth and delivering 
it to the public.  Journalists are 
essential in the prevention of a police 
state (see part 2 of this series).  In the 
establishment of a police state, the 

Homecoming Could Be Exciting!!! 
USA Today predicts that MSU will win the Legends 
Division and the Big Ten championship game, and will play 
Stanford in the Rose Bowl.  Wisconsin is predicted to win 
the Leaders Division and then play MSU in the first ever Big 
Ten Championship game.  Since MSU plays Wisconsin for 
Homecoming, it looks like everyone will be heading to East 

Lansing for the game.  

With all this football excitement coming to 
campus, remember to mark your calendar for 
the MSU GLBT Homecoming reception / party 
on Friday, October 21, 2011, in the excellent 

Red Cedar Room at the Kellogg Center from 6:30 to 9:30.   This 
is also an opportunity to network with other grads and everyone 
to meet many new friends – both MSU grads and friends of 
MSU.  Everyone is invited!!  
  
It will be a great weekend to be in East Lansing!!! 
 
 Everyone is invited!!  

right to free speech and freedom of the 
press (included in the 1st Amendment) 
are the first things to go.  We can 
see this today around the world, 
where newspapers, radio stations and 
television stations are attacked, their 
offices ransacked, and their staffs 
hunted down, tortured, or killed.  

Many American journalists have also 
been killed in foreign countries (and 
some in this country) for reporting the 
truth.  This is why we must never lose 
sight of the importance of free speech.  
Of course, there are journalists who 
are unfaithful to the search for truth, 
or who are ruthless in that search, but 
I believe they are the exception and 
not the rule.  Yes, we are presented 
(bombarded) with a wide variety of 
opinions and views in the media.  But 
that is the idea.  We are expected to 
educate ourselves so that we can weigh 
and analyze each morsel before we 
ingest it.  That is why education is so 
important.  If people are not capable of 
analyzing what they are hearing, and 
rejecting the ridiculous, we are in big 
trouble as a nation.

Your Rights Denied
from the Internet

DOMA unfairly discriminates against many 
Americans because it denies over 1000 
federal rights and privileges to same-gender 
married couples, rights that are enjoyed by 
straight married couples.
  
The affected couples:
• cannot receive Social Security benefits 

for spouses.
• cannot file joint federal income tax 

returns or take advantage of the larger 
estate tax exemption for married 
couples. 

• cannot use federal laws like those 
giving the right of family leave.

• cannot extend their health insurance 
policy to their spouses if they work for 
the federal government. 

• cannot sponsor a spouse for a green 
card or citizenship.

• cannot receive the military’s housing 
allowance for dependents, even after 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” is fully repealed.

 
Congress should repeal DOMA, if not, we 
must look to the courts for fairness, equality 
and justice.
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

517 483-4188 office
517 482-0213 home

cwood@lansingmi.gov (email)
carolwood.posterous.com (blog)
carolwoodforlansing.com (web site)

Serving you on Council since 2000

Lansing’s 
Town Hall
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

A coalition 
of advocacy 

organizations is holding Equality Action 
Tours, a series of town hall events to 
promote equality for all in Michigan.  
The Lansing Town Hall was held on 
Wednesday, 
June 29, at 
Old Town’s 
Sir Pizza – the 
seventh event in 
the series with 
the first event 
held in Port 
Huron several 
months ago.  
The Town Hall 
events focus 
on the social, 
economic, and 
legal impact of 
discrimination faced by LGBT people and 
their families.

Current Michigan law does not prohibit 
discrimination based on gender identity 
or sexual orientation, leaving many at risk 
of being fired, evicted or denied services 
because they are LGBT.

The sponsoring coalition, Unity Michigan, 
was formed in 2007 to advocate for 
equality. Unity Michigan is specifically 
working to promote policies that 
protect gay and transgender citizens and 
their families from discrimination in 

employment, housing and 
public accommodations.  
LAHR was an early 
participant in the coalition 
following passage of Proposal 
2 defining marriage.

There were 40 people at 
the Town Hall event at Sir 
Pizza (see the pictures from 
the event).  People had an 
opportunity to introduce 
themselves and identify the 

organization 
they represented.  
There were a 
significant number 
of organizations 
present, including 
a group from Mt. 
Pleasant.  There were 
several members of 
LAHR present and 
Penny Gardner spoke 

about LAHR 
activities.

There were speakers, such as 
Jay Kaplan from ACLU, as well 
as others from Affirmations 
and Equality Michigan.  Light 
food and refreshments were 
provided.  Some of the specifics 
discussed included existing and 
proposed local nondiscrimination 
ordinances, the need to pass an 
amendment to the state’s civil 
rights law, a review of the policy 
accomplishments by the Obama 
administration, and encouraging 
LGBT people to run for office.

It was noted that only the Ann Arbor 
civil rights ordinance includes penalties 
for violation of the ordinance, a lack of 
private right to sue for violation of the 
ordinance.  However, these penalties 
have not been used in Ann Arbor, so it is 
difficult to determine whether Lansing 
and/or East Lansing should be requested 
to amend their ordinances to add penalties 
for violations.

Democratic Senator Steve Bieda addresses Town Hall

LAHR President Penny Gardner and Board  
member Gary Hicks participate at Town Hall

Some of the 40 people in attendance at the Town Hall

ACLU’s Jay Kaplan addresses Town Hall
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LAHR Needs 
YOU!!
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The LAHR Annual 
Meeting will be held 

in conjunction with the Lansing AIDS 
Walk.  On Sunday, September 25, 
2011, the Lansing Area AIDS Network 
(LAAN) will again host its annual 
AIDS Walk.  As LAHR has done for 
several years, the Annual Meeting will 
be held outside, weather permitting, 
at Valley Court Park in East Lansing 
following the AIDS Walk lunch – 
usually around 2:30 p.m.
 
LAHR encourages you to attend the 
AIDS Walk and hear the LanSINGout 
Gay Men’s Chorus, the Equality 
Band of Michigan and other activities 
(see front page article for more 
information).

At the LAHR Annual Meeting, we will 
be electing people to the LAHR Board 

of Directors.  We currently have a couple 
of vacancies and would like to have YOU 
join our Board.  If you have questions or 
are interested please contact our President, 
Penny Gardner, at  484-4512 or email 
marydrpenny@yahoo.com or myself 

Michigan Pride invited LAHR and the Equality Band to  
share their table at Common Ground

at 337-1419 or email beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net .

LAHR would like to thank Michigan 
Pride for inviting us to share their 
table at Common Ground.  See picture.
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House Committee Tables 
Anti-Bullying Bill
from Equality Michigan
 
Recently, Michigan’s House Education 
Committee heard testimony from over 
10 people, including five high school 
students, on House Bill 4163, which 
would ask schools to implement policies 
prohibiting bullying or harassment.  
Testimony given noted that committee 
members would strengthen the bill by 
requiring school districts to adopt policies 
that list protected categories and report 
incidents of bullying and harassment. The 
committee did not hear all of the fifteen 
citizens wishing to offer testimony and 
will reconvene after the summer break for 
further work on the bill.
 
House Bill 4163 is sponsored by 
Republican Philip Potvin of Cadillac. 
Earlier this year, the Senate Judiciary 
Committee passed a similar version of the 
bill.
 
Equality Michigan, a statewide advocacy 
organization, opposes the bill in its 
current form because it will not provide 
comprehensive protection for Michigan 
students. According to the group, nine 
out of ten gay and transgender students 
experience harassment at school.
 
The Michigan State Board of Education 
has developed a Model Anti-Bullying 
Policy that school safety advocates 
strongly support, but lawmakers have not 
used it in developing new legislation. 
 
Emily Dievendorf, Director of Policy 
at Equality Michigan, stated, “We are 
disappointed to have to oppose House Bill 
4163 today but feel that changes can be 
made to strengthen it so it becomes the 

powerful tool it is intended to be. We need 
to require school districts to adopt policies 
that list protected categories and report 
incidents of bullying and harassment. We 
have all been reluctant witnesses to the 
rash of suicides nationwide as a result of 
bullying. Michigan has no time to waste 
in addressing the crisis of bullying in 
our schools. Our kids need to be assured 
that their second home, their school, is 
conducive to learning and is accepting of 
who they are.”
 
“This is about making sure all young 
people are safe from bullying and 
harassment at school, regardless of 
sexual orientation, gender identity, race, 
ethnicity or religion. Governor Snyder 
recently called for 
the state to pass 
comprehensive anti-
bullying legislation.  
He noted that 
‘Studies have 
long shown that it 
leads to low self-
esteem, depression, 
poor academic 
achievement, 
truancy and even 
suicide. School 
is not a house 
of learning for a 
bullying victim; 
it is a house of 
pain. A bullied 
student is not only 
being tormented; 
he or she is being 
denied an equal 
opportunity to a 
quality education.’”
 
“The House 
Education 
Committee can 
still add language 
to make this bill 

Mitten Mavens
Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby

Like us on Facebook!

Experience the excitement of

Roller Derby
beamaven@mittenmavens.net

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

www.facebook.com/MittenMavens

• You can be a Derby Girl!
• No experience necessary
• We’ll even teach you to skate
• We accept everyone regardless 
  of experience or ability
• We don’t discriminate 
• We’re LGBT friendly
• Contact us today!
• Mitten Mavens of Lansing

Be a Derby Girl!

effective and useful. Michigan can do 
this right the first time by ensuring that 
policy created for our kids is of the highest 
quality.”
 
Equality Michigan works to achieve full 
equality and respect for all people in the 
state of Michigan regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender identity or gender 
expression. For more information, visit 
www.equalitymi.org.
 
Michael Gregor
Director of Communications
michael@equalitymi.org
Mobile: 313.498.3658

14 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



SUNDAY
•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.
•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital Area 
Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Lansing - for 
more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook or call (517) 643-1491.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - Beginning Wednesday, June 1, the group will be 
getting together at Gone Wired at 8:00 p.m.  If you have questions, please 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or call 337-1419

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United 

Methodist Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
•	 Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 

Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu, phone: (517) 483-1209 

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.
q $100.00 Institutional Membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 13251, Lansing, MI 48901-3251

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill 337-1419 

or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 
Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732
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