
Vote Tuesday November 2nd
 

by Bill Beachler, LAHR-PAC

The LAHR-PAC candidate ratings are 
included with this October newsletter.  There 
are several articles this month devoted to the 
election.  The point here is to demonstrate 
the progress that has been made in the past 
40+ years; much of which is the result of the 
LGBT community voting.

The media recently reported on the death of 
Seymour Pine, the police officer who led the raid on the Stonewall Inn in 1969.  His death 
reminds us of the progress that has been made and the courage of the men and women who 
provided the spark.
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Cedar Point Halloweekend?
Cindy Redman, LAHR Vice President is interested in organizing a group 
for an LGBT Halloweekend at Cedar Point.  Is anyone interested in 
participating in such an outing?  The weekends / days being considered 
are October 23rd Sat., 24th Sun, 30th Sat., or Cindy’s preference 31st 
Sun.  Contact Cindy at redmancj@yahoo.com if you are interested in a 
group outing.

MSU Homecoming 
Reception / Party

The fifth annual MSU GLBT 
Homecoming reception is 

scheduled for 
Friday, October 15, 
2010 following the 
MSU Homecoming 
Parade from 6:30 
to 9:30.  This 
fun event will be 

held at the Kellogg Center in the 
excellent Cornish Room, which 
has both space indoors and an 
outdoor covered veranda.  The 
reception will include excellent 
food (do not eat dinner in advance),  
a cash bar including soda, free 
coffee, background music, and 
a welcome with the opportunity 
to meet the 2010-2011 LGBT 
scholarship recipients.  This is 
also an opportunity to network 
with other grads and to meet many 
new friends – both MSU grads and 
friends of MSU.  Our friends from 
the University of Illinois have also 
been invited.  You may park free in 
the Kellogg Center parking ramp. 
Tickets will be sold at the door for 
$20 per person. 
 
Our sponsors for this event may 
be present and we encourage 
you to meet them and to support 
them.  Our 
sponsors 
this year 
include the 
Greater 
Lansing 
Convention & Visitors Bureau and 
the MSU 
Federal 
Credit 
Union.

Following the Reception, there 

(Continued on page 3)

LGBT Town Hall Meeting
Wednesday, October 27

from ACLU

(Publisher’s Note – LAHR and LAHR-PAC 
strongly encourage your attendance at this 
important educational event, which will 
include information that will be helpful 
when you vote for the Supreme Court in 
the November election!!)

In an effort to raise awareness of the 
challenges facing lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender individuals in Michigan, the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan 
LGBT Project and the ACLU Cooley Law 
School Chapter will host a town hall meeting 
– “Your Rights:  From Hate Crimes to 
Marriage Equality” – in Lansing on October 
27 at 7:00 p.m. featuring specials guests Judy 
Levy, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Eastern 

Why is This Election Day 
Important for You?

by William Sawyer-
Todd, President of 
LAHR-PAC

All elections are 
important, in my book, 
but what’s at stake for 
LGBT folks come this 
November 2nd? Two 
things in particular 

jump out: the race for the next Governor of 
Michigan is significantly different and more 
positive than in the past and the races for the 
State Supreme Court could potentially bring 
a new era of hope to many of us.

Virg Benero Stands Firmly With the 
LGBT Community
Unlike years past, we have an extremely 



A couple of things;   the election, and, then there is the election…..  VOTE November 2!

Please know I am not non-partisan, I am a partisan of the Democratic Party and I am willing to work across party 
lines and within the Democratic Party only, and I mean only, when candidates are pro-choice.  Further, I only support 
candidates and parties with policies and a platform inclusive of equal rights for all, including those of us who are 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender.  The Michigan Democratic Party has candidates who are openly pro-
choice:  See Virg Bernero’s endorsement by Planned Parenthood, and his record of support for LAHR and for the 
inclusion of sexual orientation and gender identity in the Lansing civil rights ordinance.  

I am writing this letter just after the Michigan Democratic Party Convention in Detroit.  I attended and am impressed 
with most of the candidates who were showcased at this convention.  Might I introduce you to some of them?  You will also see them on the 
LAHR PAC candidate ratings sheet inserted in this newsletter.   

Starting at the bottom of the ballot, because many of us need to be prodded, reminded, instructed over and over again, about the importance 
of going to the end of the  ballot to vote for Judges!  The end is on the back of the ballot. This year we are asked to vote for two Michigan 
Supreme Court Justices.  Justice Alton Davis, and Judge Denise Langford Morris.  It is crucial for us who believe in social justice to 
elect these two fine and fair people to the Michigan Supreme Court.  With the sorry record of social justice issues faring poorly in the state 
legislature, the State Supreme Court could be an avenue to secure our equal rights.  Might I re-iterate!  Go to the end of the ballot.  Even 
if you vote a straight (forgive the non sequitor) party ticket, you still must turn the ballot card over to vote for Judges.  They run as non-
partisan.  

Now, the next person I want to tell you about is Jocelyn Benson.  She also deserves your vote.  She is a high energy, capable, progressive 
young woman running for Secretary of State.  For what it is worth, I like her a lot.  She was endorsed by the LGBT Caucus of the 
Democratic Party when there were other democrats in the race for the nomination; she came through with the nomination by the party.  
That’s good enough for me.  

And the Attorney General Democratic Candidate who is on our side is David Leyton.  He is a strong progressive, and also worthy of your 
vote.  And finally in our Congressional district, running against the anti-choice, anti-LGBT equality candidate and incumbent is Lance 
Enderly.  Indeed, he is a courageous, outspoken, qualified candidate.  Vote for him, you will be glad you did.  

And my second finally, is of course I urge you to vote for Virg Bernero for Governor, for the reason’s stated above, and for Brenda 
Lawrence as Lt. Gov.   She is a strong, powerful speaker and thinker.  Until we put our votes and support behind the issues and the people 
who work for all of us, we get those who work against us.   

I thank LAHR for allowing me to replace the President’s Letter, with this letter from Penny!  

Sincerely and earnestly,

Penny

Letter from Penny
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Homecoming

(Continued on page 12)

Mitten Mavens
Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby

 Don’t miss the next Bout:

Saturday October 23rd, 2010

Roller Derby
Demonstration Hall (MSU)

Home bouts begin at 7:00 pm
Tickets $5 - available at the door

 10/23 Traverse City Derby Dahlias

 10/30 Flint City Derby Girls

 11/13 @ Jacktown Rollers
 2/19 @ Mid Michigan 
   Derby Girls

www.MittenMavens.net for more information

will be a social gathering at our favorite 
location from last year, the Chrome Cat 
in Lansing’s Old Town.  If you tell the 
person at the door you are from the MSU 
Homecoming Reception, there will be no 
cover.
  
 Everyone is invited!!  

District of Michigan and Jay Kaplan, ACLU 
of Michigan LGBT Project Staff Attorney. 

Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Judy Levy 
will discuss the 
Matthew Shepard-
James Byrd Hate 
Crimes Prevention 
Act and the new 
authority the U.S. 
Department of Justice 
has to investigate 
hate-motivated 
violence against 
LGBT people. Levy 
will also discuss a 
lawsuit filed by several Michigan ministers 
and the American Family Association of 
Midland contending that the Hate Crimes 
Act limits religious leaders’ ability to express 
their beliefs regarding homosexuality. Jay 
Kaplan of the ACLU of Michigan LGBT 
Project will be speaking about the importance 
of the upcoming Supreme Court election in 
November and will also update participants 
on federal and state LGBT legislation and 
court cases, including California’s Prop 8 
decision. 

The event is free and open to the public. The 
town hall will be held at the Cooley Temple 
Building located at 217 S. Capitol Avenue in 
downtown Lansing.  For more information, 
please contact Dennis Hall at halld2572@
sbcglobal.net.

The ACLU of Michigan’s LGBT Project 
challenges discrimination in the courts and 
legislatures -- case by case, law by law -- to 
change antigay policies.  Since developing the 
first of its kind committee to address issues 
facing lesbians and gay men in 1966, the 
ACLU of Michigan continues to fight for full 
civil rights and equality for LGBT people in 
our state. 

(Continued from page 1) (Continued from page 1)

Town Hall Meeting Election Day

Jay Kaplan

pro-LGBT major party candidate running for 
office, Virg Benero. Among other stances, 
Benero states directly in his LAHR-PAC 

questionnaire that 
he is in favor of 
marriage equality 
for LGBT 
couples. Not 
nearly enough 
candidates have 
the guts to put 
that in writing. 
The current 
governor – and 
the current 
president, for 

that matter – 
have emphatically stated that they do not 
believe in marriage equality, but, to their 
credit believe that we should have access 
to legal civil unions and domestic partner 
benefits. Even that stance would have been 
unthinkable 30 years ago when LAHR-PAC 
was born. But I digress. Benero has been 
outstandingly and outspokenly pro-LGBT 
for many years.

Rick Snyder Says 
He’s for Civil 
Unions for LGBT 
Couples
The other major 
party has put up 
a candidate for 
governor, Rich 
Snyder, who is on 
record, though one 
must say rather 
quietly, that he’s 
in favor of civil 
unions. When you 
think about it, 
this is a major sea 
change in politics 
in Michigan. For 
the first time in 
history, neither 
major candidate 
is anti LGBT! For 
those of us that 
have been out and 
around for a few 
decades, that’s 
nothing less than 
stunning.

Mind you, as we 
go to press, Mr. 
Snyder has not 

returned a questionnaire to LAHR-PAC. 
In fact, he’s somewhat famous for saying 
he doesn’t answer any questionnaires from 
“special interests,” and that included the one 
LAHR-PAC sent him before the primary. 
A good Goggle search will tell you what 
he’s on record as saying to the media on the 
subject of civil unions. Though it doesn’t 
sound like Snyder will go out on a limb for 
LGBT people, to date, it sounds far better 
than some of our past experiences.

What’s at Stake for You in the State 
Supreme Court Race? Possibly a Good 
Deal.
Could marriage equality or civil unions be 
revisited by a less ridged state Supreme 
Court? If so, the races for the court could be 
vital to our community’s future. For years, 
the court was run by a cabal of four very 
conservative justices. 

When I say very conservative, I mean 
they were fundamentalists of a political 
variety, “literalists,” in fact, when it was 
convenient for their extremist agenda. You 
may remember that when the anti-equal 
marriage amendment came before the 
court for clarification, the court majority 
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Create the Change!

End Reliance on 
Miltary Solutions

Learn more and take action at 
www.afsc.org

www.unitedforpeace.org

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice
Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

LAHR Grants Progress
by Bill Beachler 
Publisher

As was reported 
last month, LAHR 
has approved three 
grants with Gateway 
Community Services, 
MSU College of 

Human Medicine / Medical Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (Med/FLAG) and MSU 
School of Social Work.  LAHR’s Treasurer, 
Joe Marutiak reports that all three projects 
have received their advance of funds 
authorized by their LAHR contracts.

According to Jillian Pastoor, project manager 
for the Gateway projects, “The LGBTQ 
Support Group is a new program from 
Gateway, in partnership with the Lansing 
Association for Human Rights (LAHR) 
that aims to help Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Questioning youth between 
the ages of 14 and 17 in the Lansing area. 
LGBTQ youth are often at higher risk for 
homelessness, family conflict and bullying 
than their peers, making Gateway’s LGBTQ 
Support Group an integral part of Gateway’s 
services for youth.”
 
Gateway has put out a flyer for a new 
LGBTQ support group for youth between 
the ages of 14 and 17 struggling with their 
sexual identity or having conflicts with their 
family and thinking about running away.  
Gateway’s new support group provides a 
safe and fun place to meet people and talk 
about issues facing LGBTQ teens. The 
group meets on Tuesdays from 3:30 to 5:00 
p.m. and started meeting on September 21st.   
For more information and locations contact 
Amanda at 517-351-4000 or adubey@
gatewayservices.org . 

Nancy English is the project manager for 
the Med/FLAG project and has been in 
communication with Emily Antoon.  Nancy 
hopes to have something to report soon.  
Joe Marutiak is the project manager for the 
School of Social Work and also hopes to 

have something to 
report soon about 

this important 
LGBT aging 

project.

All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Politics……Bleh!

I don’t like politics.  
It gets on my nerves.  
Most politicians say 
what they need to 
say to get elected by 

their base.  Sure, they have a “core” belief.  
That is what makes them a Republican or a 
Democrat.  Once you get past that veil, you 
never know what they really believe on an 
issue until after they are no longer in office 
nor want to be.  Can you say, Dick Cheney 
and gay marriage?

I would be pretty apathetic towards politics 
if it weren’t for my sexual orientation.  I 
know I have to get out there and support 
the few politicians that support us.  I have 
to do my part and help them win.  If I 
were straight, I probably would skip many 
elections on the grounds that it wasn’t 
“convenient” for me to make it to the polls.

I do have a few things that help fight my 
apathy.  Being gay is one.  Another would 
include having close friends that are very 

involved with politics and knowing the 
issues.  The final reason is the fact that I 
vote in a building whose parking lot butts 
up to my backyard.  Not many excuses on 
that one is there?

I will say the run for governor could have 
been a lot worse.  I think we got the best 
of the candidates that were running.  Mike 
Cox and Pete Hoekstra were not allies of 
the gays.  Andy Dillon was…..well, I’m not 
going there.  Our best hopes for an ally won 
both sides of the nomination.  Rick Snyder 
is not pro gay marriage but, I believe he 
does support some kind of recognition 
for gay couples.  That’s better than any 
other Republican has said.  Of course we 
all know that Bernero is an ally of our 
community.

Honestly, I have become less apathetic to 
politics as of late.  I find it very satisfying 
to vote in primaries.  There, your vote 
counts for so much more.  When only 10 
to 15% of the voting population votes in 
a primary, one vote can count as three or 
four!  If you can’t vote in a primary, at least 
get out and vote in the general election.

Many people are disinterested in politics 

(Continued on page 14)
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Positively Speaking
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

A Quarter Century of 
HIV/AIDS Services

As LAAN closes Fiscal 
Year 2010 we observe 
our 25th Anniversary.  

During these 25 years we have provided 
care services to nearly 1,050 individuals 
living with HIV and their families and 
prevention and communicable disease 
services to countless thousands. I want 
to thank all of you who have steadily 
supported this agency and the clients and 
communities we serve.  
 
On December 3, 2010, LAAN will 
observe this anniversary with our fifth 
Red Ribbon Gala and Auction Event.  I 
am very pleased to announce that this 
year we will be welcoming our special 
Guest of Honor and Red Ribbon Award 
Recipient, Jeanne White-Ginder.  Jeanne 
is the mother of Ryan White, and her 
story follows.  LAAN and AIDS Service 
Organizations like it would not exist 
without the support provided through 
the Ryan White Care Act, which was last 
reauthorized with the Ryan White HIV/
AIDS Treatment Extension Act of 2009.  
It is the primary source of funding for 
the HIV Care Services provided to those 
individuals living with HIV.  For that 
reason, as LAAN observes 25 years of 

service to the greater Lansing community, 
it is important that we remember Ryan 
White’s legacy and his story as part of 
our collective history.  I hope that you 
will be able to join us at our Red Ribbon 
Gala on December 3, 2010, honoring the 
important work of those who preceded 
me, remembering and cherishing the lives 
of those we have loved and lost, hoping 
for the lives of those living with HIV, and 
honoring the tremendous efforts of Jeanne 
White-Ginder.  Now I share in her own 
words:

From Jeanne White-Ginder:

What seemed like a small wish turned into 
a nightmare when the White’s hometown, 
frightened and uneducated on the realities 
of AIDS, abused the family and refused 
to allow Ryan back in school.  Jeanne 
turned to the court system and the news 
wire grabbed on the story.  Ryan became 
a reluctant international celebrity, and 
Jeanne became an educator of the masses.

Snapped up as a key player in a 
frightening new health crisis, Jeanne 
vaulted from anonymity to being a media 
regular.  Her insight into people living 
with AIDS and family members affected 
by AIDS earned her the respect of national 
figures and interviewers alike.

Jeanne and Ryan won their initial battle 
for the right to go to school.  The courts 
forced the town to allow Ryan to attend 
school!  However, the town’s antagonism 

remained unmercifully alive.  The abuse 
came to a peak when a bullet was shot 
through the White’s picture window.  She 
immediately began to look for a new home 
and community.

The ticket out of Kokomo was the advance 
for “The Ryan White Story” a made for 
TV movie based on Ryan’s struggles.  
The Whites took the money and moved 
to Cicero, Indiana where, to their relief, 
they were wholeheartedly welcomed.  
Ryan went to school, became an honor 
roll student, earned a driver’s license, and 
traveled to meet Elton John and Michael 
Jackson, but his health was deteriorating 
rapidly.  Five and a half years after he was 
diagnosed with AIDS, Ryan died.  Jeanne, 
Andrea (his sister), and Elton John were 
by his side.

In the ongoing weeks, Jeanne received 
over 60,000 pieces of mail.  They set 
up shop in her basement and at Phil 
Donohue’s urging and generosity, hired 
an assistant, and together they began 
answering all those letters.  As they read 
over the correspondence, Jeanne realized 
she needed to continue Ryan’s legacy of 
education and compassion.  She worked 
on getting Ryan’s book, written by him for 
other children, published.  She appeared 
at many AIDS fundraisers and benefits.  In 
May of 1990 Senators Edward Kennedy 
and Orin Hatch invited her to Washington, 
D.C. to lobby for the Ryan White 
Comprehensive AIDS Resource Care 
Act (CARE), a bill that called for federal 
funding of AIDS education, research, 
and emergency medical care.  The billed 
passed and is ongoing today.

In August of 1990, Jeanne stepped onto the 

Jeanne White with son Ryan

(Continued on page 13)
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“What it’s like!”
Identity theft: With the 
Word Lesbian
by Kay Angst

(Publisher’s Note – I am happy to 
announce that we have a new monthly 
column, titled “What it’s like!”, and 
written by Kay Angst.  Welcome Kay!)

Recently I was a victim of identity theft. 
I felt frustrated and disconnected while 
trying to find ways to contact people and 
trying to prove my identity. Admitting 
that my email accounts were hacked to 
my professional and personal contacts 
was embarrassing. While going through 
this situation, I realized I have felt all this 
before. 

Saying, “I am lesbian” in the last few 
year has been hard for me. I am more 
likely to say, “I am attracted to women.” 
I have noticed that I am not the only 
lesbian that has trouble saying the word. 
Why is that? 

When I first found the word ‘lesbian’ 
it was comforting. I grew up in silence 
not having a name for my feelings. I 
had feelings, but seemingly no way to 
express them, or even to understand what 
they meant to me as a young woman. 
When I finally had a word, when I finally 
understood that I wasn’t alone, I was 
comforted.  After I used the word lesbian 
to tell my sexuality to others, my feelings 
for the word changed.  I felt the word 
stole the rest of my identity.

After coming out as a lesbian, I was 
hit with different ignorant statements. I 
would hear, “You are too pretty to be a 
lesbian.” Sometimes men would come 
on to me with blunt sexual words, as if 
lesbian meant I was dirty and exotic. 

Once my mother said, “It is a good 
thing you’re a lesbian because you 
won’t have a family and you can take 
care of us.”  Suddenly this word meant 
I couldn’t have a family. Many people 
were telling me what a lesbian acts like 
or what kind of life I could have. It was 
embarrassing, frustrating and I began to 
feel disconnected.  Even though I meant 
to just claim a sexual orientation, not 

an identity, people kept viewing me as 
something or someone else because of 
the word. My actions were also no longer 
viewed as my own free will but because I 
am a lesbian. 
 
I study the English 
language. I know if 
you change a meaning 
of a word, claim it 
with pride, it leaves 
people unable to 
degrade you with it. 
So I am reclaiming 
the word lesbian to 
my first comforted 
instinct. Lesbian is 

a type of female sexuality, that isn’t any 
less valid than any other sexuality. I will 
not acknowledge or give anyone the word 
to use as a label of misconceptions.  

7October 2010



Stacey & Sara
1 year

October 25th

Duane Mooney & 
Greg Serrano

10 years
October 13th

Get Out The Vote 2010
by Nancy English, 
LAHR Board

In the summer and fall 
of 2006 I was running 
all over Michigan 
making phone calls 
and knocking on 
doors for Democrats 
– especially those 

who were pro-LGBT rights (this was before 
all of my knee surgeries). Granholm was 
re-elected and so was Debbie Stabenow and 
it looked like we were going to take both the 
state house and the state senate. Well, the 
Dems took the state house but lost the state 
senate – and it remained this way in 2008 
– so we have not been able to pass any pro-
LGBT legislation. The state house will pass 
it, Granholm will sign it, but it gets buried 
in the Republican led senate – what else is 
new? 

Yes, we lost the state senate in 2006 – 
by 1,170 votes. That’s all – just 1,170 
votes. Republican John Pappageorge beat 
Democrat Andy Levin by 720 votes in the 
13th District and Republican Roger Kahn 
beat Democrat Carl Williams by 450 votes in 
the 32nd District. If both of these Democrats 
had won, then there would have been 19 
Republican Senators and 19 Democratic 
Senators with Democrat Lieutenant 
Governor John Cherry being able to break 
any tie votes. So maybe, just maybe, we 
would have gotten something LGBT done in 
this state – and maybe Michigan would not 
be in as big a mess in general. 

I wrote the following article for the LAHR 
newsletter in the fall of 2006 hoping that 
people who do not usually vote, or skip 
an election once in a while, would make 
sure to vote that year. Once again we need 
to REALLY get out the vote – especially 
for Virg!  Please, please vote on Tuesday, 
November 2nd – our lives are counting on it. 

With Apologies to Alice 
Paul
 by Nancy English, LAHR Board 
  
Okay, I have a confession to make; I did not 
vote in the 1990 gubernatorial election. 

John Engler, conservative Republican, 
was challenging progressive Democratic 

incumbent Jim Blanchard for Michigan’s 
governor seat. I thought Jim would win by 
a landslide. I certainly thought he could win 
without my one little measly vote. I was 
wrong. He lost. It was close, very close. 
They recounted the ballots twice. Engler 
won by a little more than 5,000 votes. In 
1990 there were approximately 6,000 voting 
precincts in Michigan . If one person from 
each precinct in Michigan had voted for 
Blanchard we would not have had to endure 
12 long years of “King John’s” reign. 

From this I learned my lesson; vote. Vote 
every primary; vote every general election. 
Vote when it’s a special election. Vote when 
there’s only one issue on the ballot and I 
really don’t care if it’s voted in or not. I vote 
in the morning before work, in the afternoon 
or in the evening when I’m tired and I don’t 
feel like standing in line. It’s the reverse of 
Pavlov’s Dogs – I ring the voting bell and 
the candidate gets a reward. 

In 2004 7,164,047 citizens in Michigan were 
registered to vote. 4,875,692 people voted. 
Where were the other 2,288,355 folks that 
didn’t vote? Were you one of them?  Did 
you think your vote didn’t matter?  Were you 
too busy, too tired, or just too disinterested? 
This was the year of Proposal 2 – the anti-
gay marriage (and actually, any type of gay 
rights) ban. 2,698,077 people voted to ban 
gay marriage in Michigan ; 1,904,319 voted 
“no” making a difference of 793,758 votes. 
If we could only have gotten 793,759 of the 
2,288,355 people who didn’t vote to vote 
“no” we would have won. And we wouldn’t 
be fighting to keep domestic partner benefits 
in the courts right now. 

Alice Paul and many other suffragettes 
endured incarceration and torture in order 
to get women the vote. Do I feel guilty that 
I did not vote in 1990? Absolutely. Should 
I feel guilty that I did not vote in 1990? 
Absolutely. The problem with not voting is 
that your mistake is not just your own, we all 
have to pay for it. You know the old adage, 
“If you don’t vote, you can’t complain.” 
Well a lot of us who do vote are finally 
complaining about those of you who don’t. 
The time for being polite is over. So here it 
is, GO VOTE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 
2ND! You’ll be so 
glad you did and 
so will the 
rest of us.

Support United Way and 
LAHR
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The 2010 Capital Area United Way Campaign 
recently began.  For those who designated 
LAHR and its services during the 2009 
campaign, LAHR wishes to extend a “thank 
you” to those generous contributors for your 
support.  LAHR’s services include discussion 
groups, Newsletter, social activities and 
events, web site and list services, networking 
activities, educational activities, and other 
projects, such as our new grants program, 
helping to make the Lansing area LGBT 
community a better place to live.

Working in partnership with the United Way, 
we want to make sure you are aware of the 
vital part you play in providing much needed 
support and services for our community.  
LAHR has been in continuous service since 
it began in 1979. Without the support from 
United Way, LAHR would significantly 
have to reduce our community services, 
which have been in continuous updating and 
improvement in recent years.

(Continued on page 11)
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Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander

Values Voters

(Publisher’s Note 
– I would like to 
introduce the Rev. 

Kari Nicewander, who is the pastor at 
Edgewood United Church, United Church 
of Christ.  Edgewood United Church is 
an open and affirming church and has 
Sunday service at 10:00 a.m. at 469 N. 
Hagadorn in East Lansing.  I recently had 
the opportunity to attend Pam and Cindy’s 
commitment ceremony there.  Please 
welcome Pastor Kari to this new monthly 
column.) 

As I write this article, the Values Voter 
Summit is getting under way in Washington 
D.C.  Its goal is to “protect marriage, 
champion life, strengthen the military, limit 
government, control spending, and defend our 
freedoms.”  Some of the workshops include: 

“Who are Tea Party and Christian Voters and 
What Do They Believe?”  “Establishing a 
Cultural Impact Team in Your Church” “The 
Obama Administration’s War on Life” and 
“The Falsehood of the Inevitability of Same-
Sex ‘Marriage.”  This Values Voter Summit 
is a part of the Tea Party Movement that is 
growing in numbers and strength, and is often 
associated with people of faith, particularly 
Christians.

As a Christian minister, I consider myself a 
values voter, too.  The values that I seek to 
reflect in my voting are that of respect for 
all human beings, working for justice and 
equality, alleviating poverty, upholding the 
rights of all families, striving for peace, and 
fighting racism, sexism, and homophobia.  
These are values that are important to me, not 
just as a person, but as a Christian.  I believe 
that God made us all, as we are, and that 
God does not make mistakes.  I believe that 
God values us all, as we are, and wants us 
to live together in love, respect, and mutual 
encouragement.  The values of the Values 
Voter Summit certainly do not reflect my 
values, as a person of faith and an LGBT ally.
Rev. M. Linda Jaramillo, the Executive 
Minister for United Church of Christ Justice 
and Witness Ministries writes, “For people 

of faith, public policy decision-making is 
never merely politics.  It is the form through 
which we live out the commandment to love 
our neighbors as ourselves.  When we doubt 
our role in the political process, we need 
only recall the words of Jesus appealing to 
people to care for the common good and 
the well-being of our neighbor.  When we 
wonder whether we should be part of the 
electoral process, we need only remember 
Jesus’ witness of challenging the powers and 
principalities in search of justice for the “least 
of these.”
In the political arena, civility seems to be 
disappearing, as mean-spirited, hateful speech 
overpowers compassionate, thoughtful 
conversation.  It makes me very sad when 
this is done in the name of Christ, who 
seems to me the model of compassion and 
love.  And while this makes me sad, and 
often angry, I hope that I can still engage in 
the political arena with civility, respect, and 
thoughtfulness.
As we engage in political dialogue and in 
the political process this season, may we all 
model civility, compassion, and respect for all 
human beings, as we live out our hope for a 
nation that reflects these values, as well.  For 
these are the values that I vote.
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

ANOTHER 
BORING 
ELECTION?

Democracy must first be safe for America 
before it can be safe for the world.
    
-Emma Goldman  1869-1940

No need to preach to the choir here.  If you 
are reading this newsletter, you are probably 
in the choir (figuratively if not literally).  You 
probably know how important this November 
election will be.  First of all, we will elect 
a new governor.  Secondly, this election 
could dramatically change the landscape of 
legislative government at the state and federal 
levels.  People and parties are polarizing 
around the issues.  Consequently, one-on-one 
discussion about the issues may be even more 
important coming into this election than it 
was 2 years ago.  Everything is at stake.  But 
before I turn you off, let me say that anything 
that you do, any small step you take, helps.  
Donating $5 to the campaign of a strategic 
candidate in another state really helps.  More 
than the issues in any particular election, I 
am concerned about the disempowerment 

(and sometimes disenfranchisement) of many 
Americans.  Many Americans will tell you 
that there is nothing that they can do – that no 
one in Washington or in Lansing is listening.  
So I am hoping that each of you will educate 
at least one other person regarding the impact 
we can have when we work together.  

Some couples say that they would be 
canceling out each other’s votes, so why 
bother?  Tell that to a candidate who won 
or lost by only a few votes.  Also, there 
is something to be said for exercising a 
democratic right that people are fighting 
and dying for around the world even as I 
write this, including some people we know 
personally.   There was a time not that long 
ago when African-Americans were not 
permitted to vote.  There was a time even 
more recently when women were still not 
permitted to vote. Some women are in such 
abusive relationships that they cannot escape 
to get to the polls.  Some people are prevented 
from voting because of disabilities or lack of 
transportation.  Then there are the criminal, 
deceptive or just outrageous steps that some 
unscrupulous individuals are taking to prevent 
citizens from voting.  I consider it a privilege 
to vote in every election, no matter how 
“minor.”

ALL of the elections, city, state and federal, 
will have a direct impact on our lives. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to be heard.  By the 
way, if you will be out of town on election 
day, if you are over 60, or if you are unable 
to go to the polls, you can obtain an absentee 
ballot by calling your city or township hall.  

If you are uncertain whom to call, your local 
librarian can help you or check this website: 
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-
1633-21037--,00.html.  The following is a 
quote from that government website. “Your 
request for an absentee voter ballot must be in 
writing and can be submitted to your city or 
township clerk. (For assistance in obtaining 
the address of your city or township clerk, see 
http://www.Michigan.gov/vote) Your request 
must include one of the six statutory reasons 
stated above and your signature. You must 
request an absentee voter ballot by mailing 
the online application, a letter, a postcard, or 
a pre-printed application form obtained from 
your local clerk’s office. Requests to have an 
absentee voter ballot mailed to you must be 
received by your clerk no later than 2 p.m. 
the Saturday before the election.”  Please 
note the word mailing.  You can fill out the 
application online, but you must mail it to the 
clerk.  Please keep this information in mind 
when talking to your friends and relatives 
about the election.  For many individuals, an 
absentee ballot is the only way they will be 
able to vote.  If we each help one person vote 
who otherwise could not, we are helping to 
maintain democracy in this country, which 
is an example to the world. You can get an 
absentee ballot if you are:

• age 60 years old or older 

• unable to vote without assistance at the 
polls 

• expecting to be out of town on election 
day 

• in jail awaiting arraignment or trial 

• unable to attend the polls due to religious 
reasons 

• appointed to work as an election 
inspector in a precinct outside of your 
precinct of residence. 

There is also the continuing effort to register 
people to vote and to assist them in getting 
to the polls.  And don’t forget the young 
adults who are new to this process.  Perhaps 
they have not yet registered to vote or need 
to discuss the candidates and the issues with 
someone who is more experienced.  The first 
time I was eligible to vote, I almost didn’t 
vote at all.  In the final few weeks, I decided 
that one of the presidential candidates must 
be worse than the other.  I read everything 
I could find about the candidates and the 
election and voted and I am very glad that I 
did. Here is a suggestion.  Talk to two of your 
friends or relatives about the issues in the 

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

(Continued from page 8)

A Matter of Law

United Way

election.  Keep an open mind, even if they 
do not.  Education is everything here.  It is 
the discussion that counts, so do your best to 
listen to their opinions and concerns, and to 
engage them in the discussion.  Assist them 
in getting to the polls if necessary.   Then ask 
them to talk to two of their friends or relatives 
and to assist them if they can.  The internet 
may also be useful in urging your friends and 
relatives to vote, however, in this electronic 
age, personal contact is still very convincing.  
My mother has been known to distribute 
factual information about the candidates 
all over my hometown.  She posts signs in 
the rear window of her car.  She engages 
strangers, checkout clerks, bank tellers, 
anyone, in conversations about the issues and 
encourages them to vote.  Go Mom!  We can 
all do something and we must keep doing it 
until the results are in.   Some people do not 
know what to do, or are too busy or too shy 
to talk to people about the issues.  If this is 
true of you, then just send money, if you can 
afford it.  It takes money to win an election 
and it is a way of showing support for the 
candidate.  Bumper stickers and signs are also 
useful, and tee shirts are particularly useful, 
since they encourage face-to-face discussion.  
And yard signs can be a powerful statement 
on behalf of a candidate or issue. Volunteer 
efforts are being coordinated by various 
groups, online and in person, including party 
headquarters. 

(Continued on page 14)

Pastor Paul
(Publisher’s Note – As you know, Pastor 
Paul passed away on August 17, 2010 
shortly after his 80th birthday.  Pastor Paul 
started writing for The LGBT News in 
October, 1999 and wrote his last article in 
March, 2010.

Pastor Paul had a long, proud history 
being an ally to the LGBT community.  His 
obituary stated the following, “Writing 
about issues of justice and faith was 
meaningful to him.  He was pleased 
to receive the 2000 Prism Award for 
supporting the rights of LGBT persons.”  
See the picture taken at the 2000 Prism 
Awards included with this article.  The 
obituary also noted rather than flowers 
to “consider a living gift that will be 
restorative to our beloved Mother Earth, 
such as planting flowers or a tree.”  I hope 
to be planting some orange butterfly weed 
bushes at my place from seeds I got from 
Paul and his bushes at his home on Wolf 
Court in East Lansing.

Not only did Pastor Paul write his 
column for this newsletter for over 10 
years, but he also enjoyed attending the 
LAHR Breakfast Club.  Over the years 
Paul was active in PFLAG, the Triangle 
Foundation, the LCC Gay-Straight 
Alliance, celebrated Holy Unions, and 
during 50 years as an Episcopal priest 
Paul helped lead the way in Michigan 
and nationally to make the Episcopalian 

Church one of the first open and affirming 
churches in the country.  One of Pastor 
Paul’s favorite activities was marching or 
riding in the Michigan Pride parades with 
his famous sign that he proudly carried, 
which read, “Proudly Christian – Straight 
But Not Narrow.”

Personally, I got to know Pastor Paul well 
over the past decade talking to him on the 
phone about his articles; however, usually 
those conversations where about Paul 
asking for an extension of the deadline 
and then calling to be sure that every 
detail was perfect, especially quotation 
marks and bold designations   : )   I picked 
up Paul, gave him a ride to the Breakfast 
Club and we usually had an interesting 
conversation riding in the car.  This 
summer on the way home from Breakfast 
we stopped at my condo and talked on 
the balcony overlooking the river.  He 
enjoyed meeting my cats:  Gorby, Miss 
Kitty, Smokey, and Grace and of course I 
had met and heard many stories about his 
cat Jinx.

Pastor Paul had many great articles 
over the years; however, the one below 
was his very first article published in 
October, 1999, exactly eleven years ago 
from this October issue in 2010.  Pastor 
Paul always seemed to be a person ahead 
of his time.  This very first article was 
about LGBT “unions.”  Considering that 
at this time in history, “marriage” is the 
big issue of the day - what Pastor Paul 

The recipients at the 8th Annual 2000 Prism Awards, held on February 5, 2001 at the Boars-
head Theatre:  (left to right)  John Robison and Dan Grubb - Michigan Pride & LAAN, Carrie 

Copeland - MSU Alliance, Todd Heywood - media & theater, Pastor Paul Downie, Brenda 
Stoneburner - LAAN, Claudia Davis - Sistrum, Chris Swope - LAHR President, and Pete  

Porciello - piano & dancing.  (Ann Hansknecht missing - Michigan Pride)

If you wish to designate your United Way 
contribution to LAHR in the 2010 United 
Way campaign, please write LAHR’s name 
and address – (Lansing Association for 
Human Rights, P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, 
MI 48826) – on your pledge card, and check 
the appropriate box so that the United Way 
may inform us of your kindness and so we 
may verify the funding.  Please note that you 
will not find LAHR listed in your pledge 
information and you must write the above 
information on your pledge sheet/form to 
make a designation.

Your generosity is important to our agency, 
and we welcome the opportunity to show our 
appreciation.  Thank you for your support 
of LAHR and the Capital Area United Way.  
Together we can make a difference!!
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(Continued from page 3)

Election Day

said that the marriage ban extended to civil 
unions and domestic partner benefits, even 
when the promoters of the amendment said 
categorically that was not their intension.

Former Justice Weaver split from the lock-
step gang of four and began a long very 
public and un-judicial-like squabble in the 
media with the other three. She seemed 
to have become a moderate. Then, Justice 
Taylor lost his bid for reelection; that’s 
left us with two of the original literalists 
still seated on the seven member court. 
One of these, Justice Robert Young, is up 
for reelection in November. He’s raising 
campaign funds furiously, but I say it’s time 
for the LGBT community to pay him back 
for his rulings against us by voting him off 
the bench. Off the planet, if it were possible.

Weaver left office suddenly at the end 
of August and the governor replaced 
her with Justice Alton Thomas Davis of 
Grayling. Davis is running for a full term 
this November, too. Rest assured that 
LAHR-PAC has sent the newest justice 
our questionnaire on LGBT issues and will 
send you our rating of him on our Facebook 
page, via the LAHR website, and the LGBT 
News once we have more information. We 
have every hope of Davis being a major 
improvement over Young.

As a public employee, my household 
is directly impacted by Robert Young’s 
anti-gay ruling. My partner of ten years is 
disabled with Multiple Sclerosis and cannot 
work. 

In a just world, there would be absolutely 
no reason why we should not be afforded 
the same insurance coverage as a mixed-
gendered, married couple. Michael should be 
my beneficiary in all matters and we should 
have the same legal protections and tax 
benefits as everyone else. 

Surely, your household, or that of your 
families’ or friends’, have also been affected 
by this demoralizing amendment. If we 
rid ourselves of all the literalists on the 
state Supreme Court, who knows what a 
more liberal, even just a more moderate, 
court might say if they revisit the marriage 
equality issue? There is good cause for hope 
on this very important race and it deserves 
our singular attention.

Where’s State Representative Barb 
Byrum Hiding?
There are many, many races out there with 
candidates that simply believe in equality for 
all Americans, including LGBT individuals 
– and their numbers are increasing! Be sure 
and keep an eye out for the LAHR-PAC 
candidates’ ratings as they become available. 
In Mid Michigan, we have very solid friends 
in office; state representatives Joan Bauer 
of Lansing and Mark Meadows of East 

Lansing, for instance, are on record of being 
supportive of us on every level, including, 
in favor of marriage equality. Both have 
received the PAC’s highest ratings. That’s 
fantastic and we applaud their support!

Conspicuously, LAHR-PAC never 
received a questionnaire back from State 
Representative Barb Byrum before the 
primary. If you live in her Ingham County 
district (see map online http://barbbyrum.
com/) call her at 517-999-0067 or write 
to her at barbarabyrum@gmail.com and 
politely ask her why her questionnaire was 
not returned. Let her know you’re concern. 
Ask your family and friends to call, as well.

As a former legislative staffer, I promise 
you that candidates and public office 
holders listen when you communicate with 
them. And, bluntly, the more people that 
express their views, the more legislators and 
candidates pay attention.

Make sure you’re registered to vote and 
get everyone you know to the polls on 
Tuesday, November 2nd. There may be 
more at stake than you realize.

LAHR-PAC is an independent organization 
and not affiliated with any other entity.
Visit LAHR-PAC on Facebook.
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Our Families
by Mary Boudreau

A Challenging Goal

For me, autumn started 
somewhere between 
Shephard and Lake 
City, Michigan.  There 
I was, riding along on 

the Dalmac and it instantly changed from 
summer to autumn in an instant!  For those of 
you who are unfamiliar with the phenomenon, 
the Dalmac is an event where thousands of 
people bicycle from Lansing to Mackinaw 
(and beyond) over four or five days.  The 
event is in its fortieth year, and this year I 
had the honor of riding with Dick Allen, the 
former legislator for whom the tour is named.  
He wanted to prove that people could actually 
ride a bike that far in order to encourage 
Michigan to design resources for cyclists.  We 
are still reaping the fruits of his labor.   
 
The most interesting part of the tour was the 
weather.  We rode and camped in driving rain 
and winds up to 50 miles per hour.  We had 
to take detours around downed power lines 
and bridges that were out.  We stopped at 

grocery stores to get produce bags to line our 
shoes.  I must admit, I prefer fair weather, but 
I learned a lot about how strong I can be in 
the face of adversity.  Many people dropped 
out of the ride (or slept indoors) and we 
strongly considered it.  However, I felt proud 
to survive “Squall-Mac”.  When the skies 
cleared and the winds died down (a little) we 
rode our bikes over the Mackinaw Bridge 
into the UP.  Even though I was scared, it 
was a beautiful, amazing experience.  I am so 
grateful to my friends Brenda, Karla, and Deb 
who led me on and inspired me. 
 
I encourage everyone to set a new goal this 
fall that will be challenging and rewarding!  
If you are considering signing up for the 
Dalmac, sign-ups begin in February.  It will 
be an experience you won’t forget!

lecture circuit realizing that this was another 
avenue for educating young people about 
HIV/AIDS.  She did not claim to be an 
eloquent speaker; she merely relayed personal 
triumphs and tragedies of life with Ryan.  Her 
words continue to touch the hearts of all that 
will listen.

(Continued from page 6)

Positively Speaking

Today, she speaks all across the country 
about her story as a mom and seeks to 
educate teens and adolescents on the 
personal, family, and community issues 
related to HIV/AIDS.  Her most recent 
book, “Weeding out the Tears, A Mothers 
Story of Love, Loss, and Renewal” was 
published in 1997.  The book is a gripping 
account of her life since Ryan’s death and 
her feelings about coping with the loss of 
her son, her daughter’s life, remarriage, 
stepchildren, and emotionally charged 
HIV/AIDS issues.  In the end, Jeanne 
hopes that through Ryan’s name and her 
efforts she will create better understanding, 
acceptance, and love for people with HIV/
AIDS.

Jeanne and Andrea donated Ryan’s room 
full of memorabilia to the Indianapolis 
Children’s Museum, and it is now displayed 
in an exhibit called The Power of Children, 
featuring three children and their lives, 
Anne Frank, Ruby Bridges, and Ryan 
White.  Today, Jeanne lives in Leesburg, 
Florida with her husband of 17 years.  Her 
daughter and best friend, Andrea, is a 6th 
grade Geography schoolteacher in Umatilla, 
Florida.
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said about “unions” in 1999 is relevant 
to “marriage” in 2010.  I hope you enjoy 
Pastor Paul’s article and remember all 
those things he did to improve the quality 
of our lives.)

Adam and Eve Story is 
Gay Friendly
Greetings to all of you!  I look forward to 
writing our monthly religious article for 
LAHR.  Pastor Bill’s final article last month 
was “The Bible is Gay-Friendly.”  Let’s 
expand on that.  Gay-bashers who cluck that 
“God created Adam and Eve, not Adam and 
Steve” are misguided.

In the Adam and Eve story (Genesis 2) 
God creates from earth a human, and 
separates male and female – so that the 
human would not be alone.  God creates 
us for connectedness, for “community.” 
Jesus fails to mention the other Creation 
story (in Genesis 1), which alludes to 
sex as “procreative.”  He refers instead 
to the Genesis 2 story, giving primacy to 
sex as “unitive.”  Sex may or may not be 
procreative, but must always be a bond of 
love uniting two persons.  God said, “It is 
not good that the human being should be 
alone.”

This isn’t literal biography about the first 
humans, but a story about humans created 
for intimate union.

Adam and Eve are prototypes of “normal” 
humans in the sense that most humans – but 
certainly not all! – are similarly endowed.  
Adam and Eve were adults who could see, 
hear, speak, touch, walk; they were non-
celibate, fertile, heterosexual, and would 
procreate.  But!  They were created first and 
foremost for companionship in a physical/
emotional/sexual/spiritual union:  a loving 
union in “one flesh.”

Several years ago a renowned physicist 
(whose name and exact words I’ve forgotten) 
observed:  “When a butterfly flutters its 
wings, its impact extends to the farthest 
reaches of the cosmos.” Thus every event 
and thing in the Universe is interconnected.

A loving “one flesh” union of two persons is 
a kind of Sacrament not only of their union, 
but of their oneness with every human, every 
living thing, the Earth, the Universe, and 
with God.

What about those who aren’t like Adam 
and Eve?  What if one was born blind, deaf, 
blond-hair-blue-eyed, or deformed?  Or 
has had a hysterectomy, vasectomy, or is 
menopausal?  Or uses ‘rhythm,’ condoms, 
or the pill?  Or is left-handed, or gay?  Is 
any such person to be denied union in “one 
flesh?”  Surely NOT!

Genesis speaks not about forced celibacy 
and being alone, but about “union.”  That 
the story is about Adam and Eve and what 
most people are does not exclude those who 
are “different” – blind, old, divorced, left-
handed, or lgbt persons – does not exclude  
Adam and Steve, or Adele and Eve.

Adultery betrays God’s gift of one-flesh 
union; promiscuous sex fails to bond in a 
union; and abusive sex destroys persons.  
But a homosexual union built upon 
commitment and love is none of these, and is 
surely a “holy union” pleasing to God!

(Continued from page 11)

Pastor Paul

Coffe Group Host
The LAHR Wednesday night Coffee 
Group is looking for a host.  Would you 
like to host this group.  Being a host 
includes posting notices, coordinating 
locations and times, and greeting people 
who attend.  If you are interesting in being 
a host for the Coffee Group, please email 
Mark at  sartor@yahoo.com .

overall.  Many don’t go vote.  They have 
the attitude, “I’m only one vote, why does it 
matter?”  Believe me, it matters.  For every 
one of us in our community that doesn’t 
vote, you give some Sarah Palin, tea party, 
nut job a larger voice.

I know it’s cliché but, get out and vote.  
Make a difference!  You don’t have a lot of 
control sometimes so, take control of this 
one thing you can.  Talk to your friends.  
Go vote no matter what obstacles you have 
to overcome.  I’ll be thinking of you when 
I head out my door and walk the 50 feet to 
the polls.

Tell me what you think, comments 
(hopefully positive) always welcome - - 
write me at: allimsaying@yahoo.com 

(Continued from page 4)

(Continued from page 1)

All I’m Saying

Vote November 2nd
 
In 1969 it was still common for the police 
to raid gay bars and arrest customers.  The 
Stonewall bar in Manhattan had about 200 
people inside when Pine and his officers 
showed up.  This time though some of the 
patrons resisted the mistreatment.  Several 
nights of rioting began and the gay rights 
movement was propelled forward.
 
Officer Pine would later explain that arresting 
gays was an easy way for cops to increase their 
arrest records.  “They were easy arrests” he 
said.  “They never gave you any trouble” or 
at least they didn’t until that night in June at 
Stonewall.  
 
Pine was on the wrong side of history but 
even he eventually changed.  He was quoted 
as saying, “If what I did helped gay people, 
then I’m glad.”  The progress which Stonewall 
brought us went full circle and even changed 
the man who led the raid that night.

Please Vote!!!

14 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



SUNDAY
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - Volleyball  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 
United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus - 7-9pm @ University Lutheran 

church, 1020 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com .

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 8-10 
p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. For 
questions or info contact Kevin Magnan at kevinmagnan@yahoo.com

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
THURSDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu 

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month – at the Old Town Diner 

at 516 E. Grand River in Old Town next to the old Temple Club

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 

Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!
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