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Lansing’s LGBT Connection!

A SHINING MOMENT FOR 
OUR COMMUNITY!!

by Penny Gardner 

In September, Susan 
Frazier of Goldenrod 
Music was diagnosed 
with Acute M. 
Leukemia. Since then 
she has endured and 

experienced many ups and downs with 
her health.  And yet despite the odds, she 
has survived, is surviving.  Living through 
serious life- threatening infections, 
extremely high fevers, uncompromising 
reactions to medicines and treatments, 
she lives to tell the tale.  For months 
she waited for a donor match for a bone 
marrow transplant.  She successfully 
received a transplant in March.  

On top of all these physical trials she has 
had the worry and stress of being in need 
of intensive, long-time health care, in a 
health care system that ties one’s health 
insurance to one’s employment.  As you 
can imagine, having a life threatening, 
debilitating disease does not allow one to 
work a full time job. In fact in most cases 
it doesn’t even allow a body to hold a 

(Continued on page 3)

Michigan Pride will be Saturday, 
June 12, 2010.  The Michigan 
Pride Brunch and Auction at the 
Radisson was another outstand-
ing success!! Another event 
coming soon is the “Michigan 
PRIDE Pageant 2010” on Sunday, 
May 16 at 2:00pm at X-Cel.  Start-
ing in March through June, The 
LGBT News will be including 
pictures each month from last 
year’s Michigan Pride – thanks to 
Mark Sartor for the photos.  This 
year’s pride festival will be held 
in Old Town behind the Chrome 
Cat and around the fish ladder.  
There will be a parade and rally at 
the Capitol.  

job to keep health insurance. Without 
insurance how can a person get 
available treatment?  And if you are 
not working, and your health insurance 
expires, you can’t get other health 
insurance, because of your pre-existing 
condition.  

With the exquisite caring of her 
employer Terry Grant, Susan was 
been able to get in the required 30 
hours of work, allowing Susan to stay 
on her existing health insurance plan 
until the transplant.  In some miracle, 
from somewhere, Susan has found 
the strength to meet this employment 
requirement.  But, after the transplant, she 
is not allowed to work per doctor’s orders, 
and with two to three trips a week to Ann 
Arbor, energy level and such, she would 
not be able to anyway. Starting in April, 
paying for her own health insurance, 
travel costs and prescription co-pays and 
no income for Susan has left her and her 

partner facing some pretty dire financial 
circumstances.  

It is here the shining moment of our 
community begins.   Sally Potter the 
maven of the Ten Pound Fiddle, decided 
that there were enough members of 
Susan’s community right here in Lansing 
to raise some money for Susan and Becky 



by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Believe it or not:  There are old people who are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender.   And conversely 
there are LGBT people who are old!  You would think, if you look at the programs, policies, and politics 
of mainstream agencies that serve old people, that every last one of them is straight, has a spouse, has 
biological or legal family, and that not a one of their clients, residents, patients, are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or 
Transgender.  And if you look at the programs, policies and politics of LGBT organizations, service providers, 
and social groups, you would believe that none of us are Old!  

Old LGBT people Unite!  Together we stand!  

Ok, here is what we can do.  As some of you know, I was appointed by the Governor, to serve on the 
Commission on Services to the Aging here in Michigan.   As an out old Lesbian, and your president, I make sure the commission 
knows that LGBT people are old, and that old people are LGBT.  

Each August and September we approve all the Area Agencies on Aging’s (AAA) implementation plans for the coming year. 
These plans are in some part directed by public comment received at the public hearings each AAA is required to hold annually.  
I was told by each of the AAA’s that no one has ever come to their public hearings, speaking to represent  LGBT old people, 
therefore they have no idea how to fill the needs of our communities.  By the way, the only AAA who has the words Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender in their plan is the Kalamazoo Plan. I applaud them.   

No doubt you can tell where I am going with this.   Public hearings, we are the public, we are knowledgeable.  Oh wait, none 
of us are old—see first sentence….. Here is the deal.  I have a schedule of all the public hearings being held in this state by the 
Area Agencies on Aging.  I want us there. The one in Lansing is May 13!  It is at 1PM, Tri County Office on Aging, Human 
Services Bldg., 5303 S. Cedar St, North Entrance to the building.  Please contact Donna Hobart at hobartd@tcoa.org  for 
further information.  

Now it was my intention that I also testify at this hearing.  Alas, I am scheduled for shoulder surgery on the 12th, and amazon 
that I am, I shall not be up and about the next day.  Therefore I am counting on you –I mean you—to be there. Tell your story, tell 
them what you know about LGBT Old people, about our unconventional family structure, about the fact that many of us have no 
family of origin to whom most legal rights belong, but we may be lucky enough to have a family of choice.  Our caregivers and/
or loved ones, the womyn or men, to whom we are most attached, have no legal rights in insuring we receive all that we might 
need and want as an LGBT old person. 

 My goal for this project is that we, our communities offer to the AAA’s assistance in producing and implementing cultural 
competency trainings on our LGBT Communities.  Please contact me if you need some more encouragment to participate in this 
community wide project.  

Another public hearing, that we might attend is 1-2PM June 7th in Grand Rapids.  Stay tuned.  And thanks in advance for 
participating and for your interest, after all our lives depend upon it.  

Penny Gardner, President

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued from page 1)
SHINING MOMENT

to “keep the lights on” metaphorically 
speaking.  A week later, Perspective 2, 
opened its doors to Music, Munchies and 
More, a Sunday afternoon fund-raiser.  
Ferron, (it seems as if lesbian performers 
of an age went by only one name, and 
she is Ferron) of Women’s music fame 
traveled from Kalamazoo to perform 
her wonderful love songs.    Sistrum, 
under the superb direction of Meredith 
Bowen, provided a rousing concert, and 
the evening was capped off by the loving 
performance of Nervous but Excited, a 
rapidly rising duo that got its start right 
here in Lansing.   That would be our own 
Sarah and Kate!  

Anyway, the entertainment was only the 
half of it.  “Like build it and they will 
come”, so many people came that Sally as 
MC, when the performers performed, had 
to suggest to the audience that it was quiet 
time, we were all so happy about this great 
event that we were all a part of, it was 
hard to keep quiet.  We did though because 
the music was so grand.  And guess what, 
Susan in her hospital bed got to watch it 
streamed live to her on her computer. How 
very swell is that?  

Providing the Munchies part of the event 
was a fancy taco bar furnished by Mama 
Bears in Old Town, 

Another component of the fundraiser 
was a garage sale.  Everyone brought 
stuff to sell to raise even more money.  
Ferron auctioned off a small quilt piece 
she made with a lyric of one of her songs 
that brought in more than 499.00 (it is not 
polite to tell people exactly how much one 
pays for something).  Then Sarah, of N. B. 
E. Auctioned off her services, don’t ask—
and two hours of her time brought over 
499.00 as well.

Indeed the fund-raiser was a success in 
terms of funds raised!  But our shining 
moment was the event itself. It was the 
strength and caring of our community.  
Without hesitation, we respond. And we 
have a great time doing it.

Susan is so grateful, moved, and 
somehow magically touched by all that 
have gathered to ease the way, that she 
is healing very well. Each place where 

it was supposed to be nip or tuck for her 
(whatever that means) she has sailed 
through.  She was home just over two 
weeks after the transplant.  Most take four 
to six weeks before leaving the hospital. 
She can’t have visitors and has “watchers” 
24/7… volunteers from her circle of 
friends who watch over her.  

Indeed it is a shining moment for all of us, 
and on behalf of Susan, and all of us who 
benefit from you and us, all I can say is 
blessed be!  

Below is an excerpt from the Susan’s 
latest update.  

I go for my day 30 checkup on day 
29  (occurred the end of April).  I get 
to have another lovely bone marrow 
biopsy, which is a procedure where 
they put something akin to a very thin 
corkscrew into my hip, through the 
outside of the bone, the marrow and 
the inside of the bone and take out 
a piece.  They also aspirate some of 
the marrow at the same time.  With 
this, they’ll be able to see how much 
of my marrow is still mine and how 
much is donor dude’s.  I’ve been 
taking an anti-rejection drug twice 
daily to let his cells “graft” into my 
marrow and start producing cells.  I 
don’t know what the percentage is 
supposed to be at this point, but I’m 
hoping it’s what it’s supposed to be or 
better.

I have to stay away from large groups 
of people and especially children for 

quite some time as well, because in 
the process of killing my stem cells 
for the transplant, they also killed all 
my t-cells, which means I lost all of 
my childhood immunizations, which 
I get to have all over again when I’m 
a year post transplant.  As my blood 
counts come up (my whites are still 
going up and down and aren’t in the 
normal range yet), I’ll be able to be 
out and about a little, but I won’t 
have a good immune system until my 
t cells are back. Again, more science  
: )   I also learned that at the 
moment, I’m also susceptible to 
parvo, but fortunately, all my dogs, at 
least, are vaccinated.

Thanks again to everyone for all their 
good energy, prayers, cards and such.  
The support of my community has 
been intensely important to me and I 
am constantly appreciative and very 
humbled by all of your love.
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Chris Swope & 
Brad Rakowski

6th Wedding Anniversary
May 22

Together 12 years

Patina Enlightenment

by Damita J. Zweiback, 
DPA

I want a  
“DO OVER!”

Greetings LAHR Readers!  It’s May; 
already one-third of the year has gone by.  
How are those New Year’s resolutions 
holding up, or did you not even bother to 
make any this year so you wouldn’t feel 
bad about falling off the wagon?
Well, for those you, who have fallen off, 
don’t beat yourself  up too much.  If you 
missed the chance to check out Oprah’s 
January issue of O magazine, I highly 
suggest you find a copy in the local 
library.  It’s full of wonderful tips about 
starting over, starting fresh, starting smart, 
starting green, starting, well, anything; just  
so long as you start something, positive 
that is.

In her personal column titled, “This 
I know For Sure,” Oprah shares her 
personal reflections on a recent meeting 

with Charla Nash, a woman mauled by 
a friend’s chimpanzee in early 2009.  “I 
saw her.  Her resilience, her grace, her 
determination, her will to get better,” 
states Oprah, “If this woman, whose world 
was shattered beyond imagination, can 
push herself to a stronger and better life, 
anyone can.”

Along with Oprah’s words of inspiration, 
I suggest that you take these words to 
heart, dust off your list of resolutions, do 
a thorough assessment of how far you’ve 
come, and start fresh.  Better yet, don’t 
just have a “Do Over,” plan a “Make 
Over.”  Set your renewed goals with a 
three or four month deadline, such as the 
end of the August.  With a shorter time 
frame your task(s) will be more realistic 
and won’t seem as daunting.  For example, 
if your goal is to lose weight, rather than 
say “this year, I’m going to lose weight,” 
state your goal in more concrete terms, 
“I am going to lose 15 pounds by June 
30th.”   Tell yourself, I know I can stick 
to my diet, exercise program, or other 
self-discipline for a least one month, then, 
go for it.  Reward yourself after the first 
month and “start again.”

When Oprah asked Charla Nash how she 
keeps going, Ms. Nash replied, “I push 
myself, even when I don’t feel like it…and 
keep going.  I just want to get stronger…
better.”

If you have the drive, it’s never too late 
to get stronger and better, not matter what 
your resolution may be.  After all, “if you 
fall down seven times and get up eight 
times, that is the definition of success.”  
Source unknown.

  

Frank Bigger Euchre 
Charity Event

by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The 13th Annual 
Frank Bigger Euchre 
Tournament / Potluck 
/ Charity Event will 
be held at the Esquire 
Club on Saturday, 

May 1, 2010.  The doors open at noon, 
there is a pot luck at 2:00 p.m. and the 
euchre tournament begins at 3:00 p.m.  
The entry fee per person is $15 - $10 for 
the tournament, $2 for the loner pot, and 
$3 for the fundraiser.  Bring a dish to pass 
and everyone always has a great time.

Last year this event raised $375 and these 
funds were given to the following charities 
based upon suggestions by the euchre 
group:  Greater Lansing Food Bank and 
Lansing Meals on Wheels.  

This annual event is held in memory of 
Frank Bigger, who as manager of Joe 
Covello’s, JB’s, and the Esquire Club, 
always believed in the importance of 
supporting charities, including the LGBT 
community. 

Everyone is welcome!! LAHR ACTION ALERT!
On Saturday, May 8th the 
infamous Fred Phelps, his family 
and followers will be in Ann Arbor 
to protest the production of the 
play, “The Laramie Project.” The 
Arthur Miller Theater located 
on 1226 Murfin St. at U. of M. 
is producing the play May 6th 
through May 9th; show times are 
from 8 p.m. until 11 p.m. 

As you probably know, Phelps, his 
family and followers protested at 
the funeral of Matthew Shepard 
in Laramie, Wyoming. The hatred 
of the Phelps organization toward 
LGBT people is boundless. 

Please check out LAHR’s website 
at: www.lahronline.org, LAHR’s 
discussion list or Facebook Page 
for an update on what action 
LAHR will be taking on this issue.
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Pastor Paul     
Pastor Paul is hoping to have 
his article in the June issue.  He 

recently had a 
serious infection 
on his foot, is in 
rehab making 
excellent progress 
and hopes to 
return home 
soon.!!

Our Families
Spring

by Mary Boudreau
 
Spring is in the air, 
and with it are plans 
for updated gardens, 
wardrobes, and 

exercise.  I have mentioned a number 
of times how proud I am of my children 
and their athletic prowess, but I don’t 
brag often enough about my partner, 
Susan, and her athletic abilities.  She 
was a college athlete a few years ago 
(go Albion Britons) and she continues to 
play a number of sports, including on our 
Lansing Area Women’s Soccer team, the 
Heat.  (By the way, all of the LAWS teams 
would love more players--we play on 
Sundays in the spring and fall.  Go to the 
website or contact me at boudrea1@msu.
edu for more information).  
 
This winter, we decided to do a little 
“bonding” time with exercise.  We have 
been playing weekly racquetball matches 
(she is still better than me) and taking 
Zumba classes at the YMCA. It’s fun to 
take on new challenges, and I’d encourage 
other people to do the same. There are 
runs, walks, and bike rides to participate 
in all summer long, and training is a 
great excuse to stay healthy and to have 
fun.  Did you know that losing as little 
as 5% to 10% of one’s weight can help 
reduce many health care problems such 
as pain, fatigue, and even hypertension 
and hyperglycemia.  So, get out there and 
move it this spring, and we will all enjoy 
the benefits!

All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

That’s So Gay

How does the title affect 
you?  What feelings does 

it bring to the surface?  Are they positive 
or negative?  Anyway you look at it, 
what matters is the stigmatism that is the 
word “Gay”.  Unfortunately, it’s mostly 
negative.

This doesn’t mean it can’t change.  It 
actually has been changing since the 60’s.  
Back before then, gay meant happy.  Then 
it changed to be a derogatory term to make 
fun of gay people.  We were all so happy 
and feminine, it was just funny!

Anyway, now today you hear younger 
people use the term all the time.  Usually, 
they say, “That’s so gay” instead of, 
“That’s so stupid”.  I personally find this 
offensive.  How would the populace react 
if people were to walk around and say, 
“That’s so black” or, “That’s so obese”?  
People would call them racist.  So, why is 
it ok to use gay?

I am pleased that I’ve started seeing ad 
campaigns to get people to stop saying 
it.  I think we should all take an active 
role in helping.  I am not one to confront 
people in front of others or children but, 
when I hear someone use the term, I give 
them a glace and a stare.  I want them to 
know I heard it and disapprove.  I hear it 
more often at work but, there I really can’t 

say anything because I have to remain 
professional and don’t want to offend 
my customers.  If I hear someone I’m 
acquainted to say it, I always speak up and 
ask them to stop.

There was a South Park episode on a 
while ago that addressed this.  I am not 
a huge fan of the show but, sometimes 
they make a really good point.  The show 
was trying to point out that yes, people 
say it but, they don’t have a problem with 
gay people.  They actually were using 
the “F” word instead and were calling a 
motorcycle gang that term.  They ended up 
getting the people at Webster’s to change 
the definition of the “F” word to being 
synonymous with bikers instead of gays.  
I found it humorous because the kids kept 
saying they had no problems with gays 
and were horrified that gay people were 
offended by them using the “F” word.

So, help the movement.  Stop people from 
saying it.  If you feel gutsy enough, speak 
up and correct strangers.  Just don’t be 
a bystander and let people say it and do 
nothing.  There is a group on Facebook 
called, “the word gay is not a synonym for 
stupid”.  I joined it and you should too.

  Tell me what you think, comments (hopefully 
positive) always welcome - - write me at: 
allimsaying@yahoo.com 
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My Friend, Pam Zeller Drake
 

by Nancy English, 
LAHR Board

The first time I met 
Pam Zeller I knew 
that I liked her. She 
was warm, friendly 
and had a smile that 
could light up a room. 

It was December of 2004 and I was talking 
with her about the upcoming candlelight 
vigil regarding the ban of same-sex 
marriage becoming a part of Michigan’s 
Constitution. 

Through various events, fundraisers and 
political campaigns I got to know Pam 
even better. I learned that she always 
speaks out for equality, that she is not 
afraid to fight for what she believes in 
and that she works for justice – always. 
Qualities that are almost too good to be 
true, except that they are. 

Pam married Rich Drake in the summer of 
2006. Elaine and I have been to their home 
many times and have gotten to know Pam 

and now Rich, even more. They are the 
kind of friends you cherish – always there 
for you and would give the shirt off their 
back if needed.

But there is a specific example of Pam’s 
big heart and generosity when I think 
of her. It was a few years ago and I was 
driving up to St. John’s to facilitate an 
LGBT panel for a Lansing Community 
College Diversity class. I could find no 
one to go with me, not a soul and frankly, 
St. John’s has always been the toughest 
place to talk about LGBT issues and 
rights. When Pam called me that afternoon 
and asked me, “What’s happening?” I told 
her about the class. She offered to join me 
that evening and talk about being a straight 
ally. Are you sure? I asked her; you’re not 
too tired to do this after working all day? 
She assured me it was fine and she really 
wanted to help me out with this. So we did 
the class together and it was great! The 
students really listened to Pam and for the 
first time I think they started to understand 
some aspects of being LGBT and why we 
fight so hard for equality. 

In spite of her very busy schedule Pam 

continues to speak on the LGBT St. 
John’s Diversity panel as a straight ally 
and, as always, provide a voice these 
students will respond to. Pam was also 
one of the straight ally panelists for both 
Seven Straight Nights for Equal Rights 
events that I produced, first with Michigan 
Equality and then with LAHR. 

Pam Drake is running for state 
representative for the 85th District in 
Michigan. The 85th includes Shiawassee 
County and parts of Bath – including 
Chandler Road up to Lake Lansing 
Road so part of what she, hopefully, will 
represent is in our immediate area. Pam’s 
political experience is too lengthy to write 
about here, but suffice it to say she has a 
ton of it including managing campaigns 
for David Hollister and Mark Meadows. 

I hope you will join us on Thursday, May 
6th at 5:30 p.m. at the Chrome Cat in Old 
Town for a fundraiser for Pam. Please 
come and meet her and see for yourself 
how special she is and why it is so 
important for us to get her elected. Come 
and meet my friend Pam Zeller Drake, you 
will be so glad that you did. 

Pam and Rich Drake with Muttly

Please Join Co-Hosts: Larry Bliss, Ryan Fewins-Bliss, Nancy 
English, Penny Gardner, Monique Goch, Dennis Hall, Bob 
Hoffman, Brian McGrain, Doug Meeks, Michael Nauss, Elaine 
Pogoncheff, Rina Risper and Chris Swope
  
To help support Pam Drake who is running for the 85th House Seat!

WHEN:  Thursday, May 6, 2010 from 5:30-7:30
WHERE: Chrome Cat, Old Town Lansing
Suggested Donation: $25.00 (May donate up to $500.00 per person)

Entertainment by 
Ryan Freitas & Friends

Free appetizers and a cash bar

Learn More about Pam at:  www.drakeforrep.com  
and Join Her FaceBook Fan Page!

Pam is already endorsed by the greater Flint AFL-CIO!

Ad Paid for by Nancy English

Help Support Pamela Drake 
for State Representative
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Gay Men’s Chorus Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The Greater Lansing 
Gay Men’s Chorus 
is now rehearsing 
for the Spring 2010 
concert entitled 
“YOU CAN’T STOP 
THE BEAT.” The 
spring concert will be 
on Friday & Saturday, 

June 4 & 5, 2010 at Lansing Community 
College’s Dart Auditorium at 8:00 PM. 
 
Rehearsals are every Tuesday from 6:45 to 
8:45 PM at the First Presbyterian Church 
at 510 W. Ottawa Street in downtown 
Lansing.  Even if you can’t sing, consider 
becoming a non-singing volunteer! 
 
Mark your calendars.  For more 
information, check out the website at 
http://www.glgmc.org

May Friday Night Dinner 
at Frandor Olga’s

by Gary Hicks, LAHR 
Board

LAHR’s monthly 
Friday night dinner 
group will dine at 
Olga’s in Frandor on 
Friday, May
21, 2010, at 6:30 

p.m. Olga’s is located next to Trippers 
and serves sandwiches, salads, soups, and 
smoothies. 

This event is held the third Friday of 
each month at a different restaurant in the 
Lansing area. It is open to all members of 
the LGBT community, as well as friends 
and family, and provides an opportunity to 
socialize over a casual meal.

Please RSVP to garyatmsu@aol.com if 
you plan to attend.




 





 

Who:  You and your organization or group 

What: Michigan Pride March “Raise your voice to the sky” Challenge 

Where: Michigan Pride March (beginning on Grand Avenue between Shiawassee and 

School Craft) 

When: June 12, 2010  (12:00pm) 

Why:  Why not? 

Cost:  $25 entrance fee  

How:  You and your organization or group can show off your decorating skills at the 

Michigan Pride March. Let your voice be heard this year by raising your Flags, Balloons, 
Streamers, and Glitter toward the sky and every other direction. We are looking for the float 
that “speaks” to us the most, and that doesn’t mean your music has to be up loud we will be 
judging on theme, construction, creativity, and overall appearance of floats. Judging will happen 
during the Michigan PRIDE March, and winners will be announced at the festival at (time) on 
June 12, 2010.    

Grand Prize Winner: ($250) 

1st runner up: ($100) 

2nd runner up: ($50)   

For questions, please email Krista Duffy at parade@michiganpride.org 
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What:  Michigan Pride March “Raise your voice to the sky” Challenge

Where:  Michigan Pride March (beginning on Grand Avenue between Shiawassee 
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How:  You and your organization or group can show off your decorating skills 
at the Michigan Pride March. Let your voice be heard this year by raising 
your Flags, Balloons, Streamers, and Glitter toward the sky and every 
other direction. We are looking for the float that “speaks” to us the 
most, and that doesn’t mean your music has to be up loud we will be 
judging on theme, construction, creativity, and overall appearance of 
floats. Judging will happen during the Michigan PRIDE March, and winners 
will be announced at the festival at (time) on June 12, 2010.
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School Craft) 

When: June 12, 2010  (12:00pm) 

Why:  Why not? 

Cost:  $25 entrance fee  

How:  You and your organization or group can show off your decorating skills at the 

Michigan Pride March. Let your voice be heard this year by raising your Flags, Balloons, 
Streamers, and Glitter toward the sky and every other direction. We are looking for the float 
that “speaks” to us the most, and that doesn’t mean your music has to be up loud we will be 
judging on theme, construction, creativity, and overall appearance of floats. Judging will happen 
during the Michigan PRIDE March, and winners will be announced at the festival at (time) on 
June 12, 2010.    

Grand Prize Winner: ($250) 

1st runner up: ($100) 

2nd runner up: ($50)   

For questions, please email Krista Duffy at parade@michiganpride.org 
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

That Sad Day 
Planning for the 
Inevitable Part 8

All my days won’t be dances of delight 
when I’m gone

And the sands will be shifting from my sight  
when I’m gone

Can’t add my name into the fight 
while I’m gone

So I guess I’ll have to do it 
while I’m here

-  from When I’m Gone by Phil Ochs

Mortgages. In general, if both domestic 
partners are on the mortgage, they should 
both be on the deed.  Although mortgage 
insurance is not the most cost effective 
investment, it can be better than nothing 
if there is no other plan to pay off the 
mortgage when one of you dies.  Better 

yet, coordinating your budgets, expenses 
and investments with a good financial 
planner can prevent a lot of financial 
problems when one of you dies.  This and 
other debt allocation can also be addressed 
in a joint property agreement.  (See Part 
5 of this series).  Although the creditor 
can always come after the owner of the 
account, the joint property agreement can 
be enforced in court by either partner or 
their heirs.  For example, if partner A has 
a $20,000 Visa debt and the partners agree 
(hopefully in writing) to share that debt, 
the creditor will still come after partner A, 
but Partner A or her heirs can enforce the 
agreement if necessary.  This may sound 
a little cold, but having these sorts of 
expectations in writing can actually help 
maintain the relationship by keeping the 
communication honest. Any expectations 
between the partners that certain debts 
will be shared should be included in a 
joint property agreement, which will be 
enforceable even after the death of one of 
the partners.

Transfer on Death or Pay on Death.  
Most bank accounts and CD’s can be set 
up with Transfer on Death (or Pay on 

Death) provisions.  Then upon the death 
of the owner, the account is automatically 
transferred to the named individual(s) or 
entity and does not go through probate.  
Caution:  deciding whether to do this and 
with which accounts should be part of an 
estate planning process with an attorney.  
There are other ways to “avoid probate,” 
if that is one of the goals, and the broader 
estate plan may require something quite 
different.  But this is one useful tool.

Bowl for Pride
from Darren Canejo

Michigan Pride has organized a new 
bowling night to benefit Michigan 
Pride.  Join the current 40 people each 
week every Monday at Holiday Lanes in 
Frandor.

Bowling starts at 9:00 pm until 
midnight.  No reservations needed. 
Bring as many friends as you want - the 
more the merrier.  100% of the shoe 
rental cost will be donated to Michigan 
Pride! 
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Letter to Haslett Schools
Hello Mr. Duda (Superintendent),
cc:  School Board

First, I would like to commend Murphy Elementary.  I spoke with my nephew (5th grader) after school on Thursday and he expressed 
how “excited” he was to attend school on Friday.  When I asked him what special things he was looking forward to he explained: 
technology lab, speech, clusters, and “extra recess.”  These are all wonderful things to help him develop intellectually, socially, and 
physically.  Good for Murphy for finding diverse ways to reach kids and for adding variety to their day.

Next, I have a concern to share.  In the same conversation with my nephew he talked about his “picks” for the NCAA Men’s 
Tournament that he made at school and at Kids Connection.  When I asked him who he picked for the Women’s tournament, he said 
that they didn’t do those brackets.  I would argue that there is no room for NCAA brackets, and the overemphasis of athletics, at 
school in any capacity, however, I can see where doing these types of activities have the potential to develop community.  My biggest 
concern, though, is deliberately excluding the Women’s Tournament.   I have witnessed this over the years as an employee and was 
thankful that K.L. took the time to do both tournaments at Haslett Middle School.

I come to you about it, and not D.L., because this is a systemic issue and not a Murphy issue.  Please consider the message it sends 
to young people in the district when the Women’s Tournament is excluded and the Men’s Tournament is exalted, especially in a 
community where Michigan State University is sending a women’s and men’s team to these tournaments.  I have been to Haslett 3-on-
3 tournaments and Haslett school athletic events and it appears that the boys and girls both contribute equally to the excellence in their 
games.  Sadly, when a school “celebrates” tournament time and leaves the women out of it, the young people have no choice, but to 
receive a subtle message about their sense of self.

Would you please take the time to discuss this and consider the message it sends?  I am sure some people would suggest we leave 
March Madness out of schools altogether, but at the very minimal, both tournaments should be represented, so that we can celebrate 
the contributions that ALL of these athletes add to our community.

Thank you for your time, 
Veronica M. Piechotte

“We must be the change we wish to see in the world.”  -- Gandhi

9May 2010



 

Change Priorities
 

Taxpayers in Michigan will pay $18.7 
billion for Defense Spending in FY 2010

This money could provide
	7,037,020 People with Health Care for One Year  or
	1,605,266 Scholarships for University Students for 

One Year or
	26,304,121 Homes with Renewable Electricity for  

One Year 

Learn More!  http://www.nationalpriorities.org

Take  Action!
The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice
Working for Peace and Justice – Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Equality Band of Michigan
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

Michigan now has a 
new band as of March 
24, 2010.  After 
discussions with 
other organizations, 
the members of the 

new band voted April 7, 2010 to name the 
new band the Equality Band of Michigan.

At the meeting on March 24th, the 
members voted to elect three officers:  
Gary Hicks, President; Bill Hubbard, 
Secretary; and Joe Lanni, Treasurer.  In 
addition, the new band voted to seek 
performance at Michigan Pride, Motor 
City Pride, and West Michigan Pride.

The band is working to find new music; 
rehearsal space in Detroit, Lansing, and 
Grand Rapids; rehearsal dates and times 
in each location based upon input from 
the members of each location; to apply for 
nonprofit status and write new Bylaws; 
to build a new membership database; to 

raise funds; and most importantly to seek 
people to participate in the new band – 
especially for the upcoming Pride events.

If you would like to join or help the 
Equality Band of Michigan, please contact 
any of the following people from across 
the state:

Gary Hicks, President
ghicks5200@aol.com
517-525-1732

Bill Hubbard, Secretary
billscave@hotmail.com
616-643-0531
   
Joe Lanni, Treasurer
jlanni@hotmail.com
586-291-9704
             
Bill Beachler, Advisor
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
517-337-1419              

Dr. Lisa Haston, Advisor
hastonl@lcc.edu
517-267-9107               

Lansing Area  
AIDS Network
Volunteer Reception
The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
will hold its annual Volunteer Reception 
on Wednesday, May 5, 2010 from 5:30 
p.m. until 7:30 p.m.at the LAAN office 
at: 913 W. Holmes Road, Suite 115 in 
Lansing.

There will be a short program honoring 
Volunteers of the Year Bonnie and Jim 
Mowry, Christopher Venetis and Mark 
Swiler. Appetizers and non-alcoholic 
beverages will be served. All current and 
past LAAN volunteers are welcome to 
attend.

If you have any questions contact Nancy 
English at: 517-394-3719 ext 29 
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LGBT Health Coverage
 
from the Internet
 
The health care overhaul package excludes 
a provision that would have helped 
same-sex couples:  eliminating a tax on 
employer-provided domestic partner 
health coverage.
 
While the health care bill passed by the 
House of Representatives in November 
included language that erased the tax, 
which applies to health insurance coverage 
offered to the domestic partners of 
employees, that provision didn’t make it 
into the legislation signed by President 
Obama.
 
As it stands now, employer-provided 
health benefits offered to domestic 
partners are counted as taxable income if 
the partner is not considered a dependent 
(the amount of the tax is based on the 
value of the partner’s coverage paid by 
the employer). Coverage extended to 
opposite-sex spouses, however, are not 
subject to the additional tax.
 

“We are very disappointed this was the 
outcome,” said Brian Moulton, chief 
legislative counsel at the Human Rights 
Campaign.
 
Last year, we calculated the extra costs 
that many same-sex couples incur over 
their lifetime. Not surprisingly, health care 
costs were one of the biggest contributors. 
Part of the reason is that most employers 
don’t offer coverage to domestic partners 
— about 36 percent of large companies 
that offer health benefits provide coverage 
for same-sex partners, according to the 
Kaiser Family Foundation.  Of course, 
even if employers do offer coverage, the 
employee is still subject to the tax.
 
But the health care overhaul could make it 
easier for people who are not covered by 
an employer to receive coverage, which 
may benefit uninsured members of the gay 
and lesbian community.
 
Come 2014, people with preexisting 
conditions cannot be denied coverage, and 
the uninsured will be able to buy coverage 
on newly-formed state-run insurance 
exchanges that must include certain 
essential benefits.  People with low- to 

moderate incomes may be eligible for 
subsidized coverage.
 
“If you don’t have the option through your 
own employer, or through your partner’s 
to get insurance in some manner, there 
will now be this additional mechanism, 
the health insurance exchanges, to get 
individual coverage,” Mr. Moulton added.
 
There’s arguably a potential upside to not 
being married.  Low-to-moderate income 
uninsured partners who are not covered 
by their own employer or their partner’s 
may be more likely to receive subsidies 
on premiums and cost-sharing expenses 
(which includes out-of-pocket expenses 
like co-payments, coinsurance and 
deductibles) .
 
After all, since they cannot file joint 
federal tax returns, their partners’ income 
would not increase their income to the 
point where they are no longer eligible. 
So as long as eligibility depends solely 
on federal tax returns, their income 
for subsidy qualification purposes will 
actually be lower than their true household 
income.
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Del Martin Lesbian Pride 
Award
OLD LESBIANS ORGANIZING FOR 
CHANGE (OLOC) ANNOUNCES THE 
DEL MARTIN OLD LESBIAN PRIDE 
AWARD CREATED IN HONOR OF DEL 
MARTIN, ACTIVIST, PATHFINDER, 
AND OLOC MEMBER WHO DIED AT 
AGE 87 IN 2008.

Presentation of the award will be a 
highlight of the OLOC National Gathering 
in Cleveland, Ohio, July 14-18, 2010.  
The Award will be  given to a Lesbian 70 
years or older whose life and work has 
influenced and will continue to impact 
the lives of Old Lesbians.  Del’s writing 
and tireless activism on behalf of women 
earned much praise and many awards and 
drew upon the great strengths of Lesbian 
tradition, carrying that heritage forward. 
We are now seeking nominations for the 
Del Martin Award.

Nominations not to exceed 500 words 
describing the accomplishments and/
or achievements of the nominee to be 
received by April 15, 2010.  Send by mail 
to info@OLOC.org.  Call 1-888-706-7506 
or write  to OLOC, P.O.Box 5853, Athens, 
Ohio.45701

Contact:  Kitty Sorell
212-989-0101 
kjs@corcoran.com

LGBT Medical Progress
 
Triangle Foundation/Michigan Equality 
is thrilled with the recent news from the 
White House administration that the 
president is ordering nearly all hospitals 
to allow patients to say who has visitation 
rights and who can help make medical 
decisions, including gay and lesbian 
partners.
 
Isn’t it about time?
 
The White House on Thursday released 
a statement instructing the Health and 
Human Services Secretary to draft rules 
requiring hospitals that receive Medicare 
and Medicaid payments to grant all 
patients the right to designate people who 
can visit and consult with them at crucial 
moments.
 
The designated visitors should have 
the same rights that immediate family 
members now enjoy, the instructions 
said. The statement also said Medicare-
Medicaid hospitals, which include most 
of the nation’s facilities, may not deny 
visitation and consultation privileges on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or disability.
 
The move was called a major step toward 
fairness for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender Americans.
 
We’ve all heard stories about loved ones 
being refused access to their partners 
during critical times in the hospital. It’s 
heartbreaking and unjust, and we believe 
this is a monumental step in the right 
direction.
 
Triangle Foundation/Michigan Equality 
has been, and will continue to strive 
for justice and equality for our LGBT 
community. We wanted to share this 
good news with you!  Have a wonderful 
weekend!
 
 

East Lansing’s Mackerel 
Sky Gallery Moves to New 
Building, Signs 10-Year 
Lease
CAPITAL GAINS, 3/24/2010 

The contemporary art gallery, Mackerel 
Sky in East Lansing, has moved to a new 
building.

The move, albeit a short 110 paces, 
allowed the gallery to sign a new 10-year 
lease. The new building is 1,670 sq. ft. and 
the gallery retains its staff of two full-time 
and two part-time employees. only 110 
paces. 

“We wanted to be around for 10 more 
years,” says Tom Dufelmeier, who owns 
the gallery along with his wife. “We were 
pretty crowded in the old place,” says 
Dufelmeier “But it is easy to display 
things here.”

Mackerel Sky first opened in Aug. 1990 
and is still going strong. “We’re doing 
really well, business has picked up quite a 
bit,” says Dufelmeier.

The new location was formerly a 
restaurant and some repairs had to be done 
before Mackerel Sky could move in, such 
as a new heating and cooling unit. 

Dufelmeier says they are focusing on 
green environmental features at the new 
location “We’re trying 
to be environmentally 
conscious,” he says. “It is 
kind of a no brainer.”

Dufelmeier says there 
will be a 20th anniversary 
celebration in August, 
with a special exhibit 
featuring artists from the 
gallery’s past. 

Despite the short move, 
visitors can still park 
where they would before 
says Dufelmeier. “Come 
in and see what’s new,” he 
encourages patrons. 

Source: Tom Dufelmeier

Writer: Daniel J. Hogan  Mackerel Sky Honor our LGBT Vets
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LCC GSA
INFORMATION
 The public is welcome to 
attend our meetings but you have 
to be a Lansing Community Col-
lege student taking at least one 
credit to vote in elections and go 
on trips.

 LCC GSA meetings are held 
on Mondays in student personal 
service room 211 on LCC’s main 
campus 4:30 to 6:00 pm!

 For more information please 
contact Jennifer Spenny (spen-
nyj@lcc.edu) or Gina Beaudry 
(beaudrg@lcc.edu)

New Report on LGBT Aging
from Sage sageconnect@sageusa.org

(Publisher’s Note – Please see the Letter 
from the Prez and plan to attend an 
important Tri-County Office on Aging 
Public hearing at the Human Services 
Bldg.  5303 S. Cedar St, North Entrance 
to the bldg.   It is part of the Advisory 
Council Meeting at 1 PM.  Contact Donna 
Hobert at 517 887 1440  or 517 887 1440,  
hobartd@tcoa.org , www.tcoa.org .)

SAGE is pleased to announce the release 
of a groundbreaking report on the financial 
and social inequities faced by lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) older 
adults. 
 
“Improving the Lives of LGBT Older 
Adults” is co-authored by SAGE and the 
LGBT Movement Advancement Project 
with a forward by AARP.  Partners in the 
project include the Center for American 
Progress, the American Society on Aging, 
and the National Senior Citizens Law 
Center. 
 

This national report details the myriad 
of social and financial stumbling 
blocks that lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender senior citizens face and calls 
on lawmakers to make changes to Social 
Security and Medicaid to assist this 
growing population.

Giving heft to the report - prepared by 
Services & Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender Elders, or 
SAGE - is the endorsement it has received 
from major mainstream aging groups 
including AARP and the American Society 
on Aging.
“This is the first time that the 
heavyweights of the aging network are 
really embracing a comprehensive look 
at the needs of LGBT older adults,” said 
Michael Adams, executive director for 
SAGE. “We know there are anywhere 
from 2 to 3 million LGBT seniors in 
this country. We’re talking about a very 
significant portion of the older population 
in this country.”

The report highlights three key areas 
where LGBT seniors face challenges:  
financial security, health care and social 
supports. It calls on federal and state 
lawmakers to consider ways to legally 
recognize same-sex relationships so aging 
partners in a committed relationship 
can have access to the same supports 
that benefit heterosexual seniors. That 
would include the right to Social Security 
survivor benefits and the rights of same-
sex partners to make medical decisions for 
each other.

Tom Nelson, chief operating officer of 
AARP, wrote the report’s foreword and 
said  that his organization wants to see the 
needs of LGBT seniors discussed - and 
met.  “Whether it’s in an institution where 
someone’s receiving care or whether it’s 
some of the fundamental building blocks 
of retirement security like Social Security, 
we want to have that discussion about 
how you make sure people have access to 
those kinds of benefits,” Nelson said. “We 
don’t want to see discrimination in care 
facilities. This report should help people 
start thinking about all the dimensions 
that need to be addressed in the LGBT 
community.”

Conservative estimates point to a national 
LGBT senior citizen population of 3 
million, expected to grow to at least 4 
million within the next decade.  Serena 
Worthington, director of the SAGE 
program in Chicago, said she routinely 
sees seniors at SAGE’s twice-weekly 
luncheons who feel socially isolated. 
Some have never come out of the closet. 
Others were out of the closet but then 
moved into a nursing home and felt they 
had to keep their sexual identity hidden.

“If you were coming of age when it was 
illegal or immoral to be gay or lesbian, 
you could be considered mentally ill,” 
Worthington said. “And now you picture 
seniors walking into senior centers still 
holding that fear of rejection.  Many 
LGBT seniors are just not accessing social 
services, and so they become increasingly 
isolated.”

For same-sex couples, Worthington said, 
if one person needs to spend down his or 
her assets to qualify for Medicaid to pay 
for long-term care, the healthy partner 
can often be left without money or even a 
place to live.  For straight couples, there 
are Medicaid exemptions that keep a 
healthy partner from living in poverty.

Ray Koenig, a Chicago attorney who 
often helps LGBT clients with estate 
planning, said the report is a strong 
acknowledgement of the kinds of 
dilemmas older people in the LGBT 
community face.  Koenig is the court-
appointed guardian of an elderly man who 
was in a same-sex relationship for years. 
The man’s partner died, and when Koenig 
had to place the man in a North Side 
nursing home, the attorney had to decide 
whether he should set up photos of the 
man’s partner in the room.

“I made the decision not to, because I 
wasn’t going to be with him all the time 
and I didn’t know if he was going to be 
treated differently because his partner was 
same-sex,” Koenig said. “I had to make a 
decision that would protect him, but it was 
a very hard one to make. That’s the sort 
of decision LGBT seniors are making all 
the time for themselves when they go into 
nursing homes.”
--Rex W. Huppke
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INTERNATIONAL GAY 
SCREENPLAY CONTEST 
12TH ANNIVERSARY
For more information:
Mike Dean
One In Ten Screenplay Contest
303.629.3072              303.629.3072      
Cherubfilm@aol.com
www.OneInTenScreenplayContest.com
 
Hollywood, CA - The ONE IN TEN 
SCREENPLAY CONTEST, a screenplay 
contest dedicated to the positive portrayal 
of gays, lesbians, bisexuals, trangender 
and queer individuals in film, celebrates its 
12th anniversary in 2010.  Entries are now 
being accepted online and are limited to 
the first 600 for 2010.  Executive Director, 
David Jensen, “We are excited to celebrate 
our 12th anniversary and are looking at a 
record number of entries this year.   We 
are continually amazed with the quality 
of talent that comes through the door 
year after year.”  Jensen continues, “We 
receive entries from around the globe and 
Hollywood is taking notice in a very big 
way.  Many of our past winners are now 
hard working screenwriters.  Last year’s 
winner has received substantial interest 
and representation by one of Hollywood’s 
top management and production houses.”
 
The ONE IN TEN SCREENPLAY 
CONTEST has gained respect and 
notoriety from Hollywood studios, 
agents and producers.  Entries for 
the 2010 screenplay contest are now 
being accepted online at:  www.
OneInTenScreenplayContest.com - Writers 
from around the world are eligible.
 
Prizes for 2010 include cash, industry 
exposure and merchandise.  The 2010 One 
In Ten Screenplay Contest is sponsored 
by: Cherub Productions, Hollywood 

Creative Directory, www.iScript.com, 
Brainstorm Warehouse, LLC, Michael 
Weise Productions, www.ScriptPIMP.
com, www.ScriptDelivery.net ,    
www.TopFilmFestivals.com ,  
www.ScreenplayContests.com and 
Jungle Software.

The submission deadline for 2010 ONE 
IN TEN SCREENPLAY CONTEST is 
September 1, 2010.  Entry forms are 
available online through the contest 
website:
www.OneInTenScreenplayContest.com.  
Entry forms may also be obtained through 
the mail by sending a self addressed 
stamped envelope to:

CHERUB PRODUCTIONS
One In Ten Screenplay Contest
Post Office Box 540
Boulder, Colorado 80306
(303) 629-3072              (303) 629-3072      
www.OneInTenScreenplayContest.com
E-mail: Cherubfilm@aol.com

RED CEDAR FRIENDS 
QUAKER MEETING
OPEN HOUSE
  
In the spirit of peace and joy, Red Cedar 
Friends Quaker Meeting invite you to 
celebrate with us the opening of our new 
meetinghouse on Saturday, May 22, 2010 
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  

Neighbors, friends and the wider 
community are welcome to share 
this joyous occasion and to tour the 
meetinghouse.
 
The meetinghouse is located at 1400 
Turner Street in Lansing.  Barrier-free 
spaces are available in the meetinghouse 
parking lot. The # 14 CATA bus stops 
nearby.  

Please call (517) 371-1047 with questions.
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SUNDAY
• Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service - 1501 

Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
• All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
• Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
• Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
• Volleyball - Volleyball is on hold for the winter.
• Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

• Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

• Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
• Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus - 7-9pm @ University Lutheran 

church, 1020 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.

• LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

• Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. 
Waverly Rd.

• Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 
until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com .

TUESDAY
• Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
• Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
• Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

• Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
• Great Lakes Pride Band - Rehearsals are held the second and fourth 

Wednesdays each month in the church hall of Unity of Greater Lansing – 
240 Marshall St.  For information, call Paul Levandowski at 517-285-7741.

• GLSEN Mid-Michigan - 4:30 p.m. 3rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.

• Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 
- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

• LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 8-10 
p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. For 
questions or info contact Kevin Magnan at kevinmagnan@yahoo.com

• Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
THURSDAY

• Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu 

• Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

• LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

• LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

• LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

SATURDAY
• LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month – meet at Fire 

Mountain east of Lansing Mall.  Contact Bill 337-1419 or beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net.

TO BE ANNOUNCED
• Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals will begin in May.  For 

information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com - 517-525-1732

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!
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