
VOTE TUESDAY AUGUST 3rd

by Bill Beachler, LAHR-PAC

Once again LAHR-PAC mailed out a 
record-setting 152 questionnaires to 
candidates appearing on the Tri-county 
election ballot.  For the first time in 
LAHR-PAC’s 30 year history, we mailed 
to all candidates running for county 
commissioner in both Eaton and Clinton 
counties.  Although the response rate in 
Eaton and Clinton was poor, it was similar 
to what Ingham was when we first started 
mailing there 30 years ago.

The LAHR-PAC candidate rating sheets 
are included as an insert in the July issue 
of The LGBT News.  Remember, your 
vote always counts more in a Primary 
Election, because the voter turnout is 
always lower – vote and make your 
vote count!!  Encourage your family and 
friends to vote.  Voting also helps to add 
strength to the LGBT community and our 
issues.
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Lansing’s LGBT Connection!

ONE OF THE BIGGEST & BEST
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Michigan Pride 2010 began on Friday night with the White Party 
in Old Town.  Old Town has never looked better with the white 
banners everywhere.  Michigan Pride has estimated the crowd at 
the White Party at approximately 2,000.  The four participating 
establishments - Spiral, Esquire, Chrome Cat and Sir Pizza – and 
sidewalks were busy with partiers.

Saturday morning began in two locations.  While many people were in Old Town at the 
park setting up their booths and tables, many more were at Riverfront Park downtown 
preparing their floats for the March / Parade.   A record-setting 20 floats participated 
in the parade as well as an additional 35 groups who registered to participate and who 
brought many people with banners, balloons, rainbow flags and other exciting items.  It 
is estimated that the parade was more than twice the size as last year.

(Continued on page 4)

(Continued on page 3)

Grand Marshall Chely Wright

Commitment Ceremony participants

Mitten Mavens and LAHR float 
in background

Very large, colorful crowd at the Capitol

Chrome Cat float with the Big cat 
and friends

Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus large, 
colorful and musical float

Lansing Community College 
- Gay Straight Alliance float 

covered with rainbow balloons

BUILDING STRONG LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER COMMUNITIES IN THE LANSING AREA
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Hi Dear readers, 

It is huge!  LGBT, Sexual orientation, Lesbian,gay,bisexual,transgender, are words representing us in the 
three year “State Plan on Services to Michigan’s Older Adults.”  Since this is a plan prepared by the Offices 
of Services to the Aging, when we are talking about older adults, we are not talking 30 year olds!  It’s at least 
twice that to be sure.  Older adults is such an ambiguous term, don’t you think? I’m just sayin……..

Anyway, I am thrilled we are in the plan which provides us an opening for us to dance right through.  We, 
as LGBT identified people, are a part of a three year goal of the State Office of Services for the Aging (OSA) of achieving a 
level of cultural competency on LGBT old people.  This is a recognition that we now have to determine our fate as old LGBT 
people.  It is an invitation for us to help lead and guide the OSA, provide them with stories, material, and ideas to create a cultural 
competency package for their network of Area Agencies on Aging.  

We know there are issues about our families of choice when it comes to decision making about our health care, our finances, and 
our “legal families”.  Do those who are there to serve us aware of these issues?  We know that our lgbt community is often crucial 
to our sense of well-being? Will our community be welcome in facilities operated by the state to serve all older adults?  Will we 
be faced with returning to the closet because we fear for our or our partner’s safety in a health care situation?  Will we be required 
to check a box indicating we are married, single or divorced, when none of these things are pertinent to our reality?

These are some of the things that come to mind as I consider what a LGBT culturally competent training package might contain. 
What comes to mind for you?  What stories might you share about yourself as an old LGBT person or about someone you know 
who is old and in need of services?  

Please let me know.  I am a Commissioner on the Commission on Services for the Aging and I want this program of cultural 
competency training on LGBT “Older Adults” to be the most effecting and inclusive as it can be. Won’t you help?  

Penny, proud 69 year old lesbian president of LAHR, an Older Adult by far!

Penny Gardner, President

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued from page 1)
BIGGEST & BEST

Winners of the Float Challenge were:   
1.  Spiral Dance Bar (see picture.)   
2.  Roller Derby Vixens  and 
3.  Michigan Pride/Equality Michigan.  

Doug Meeks and Rachel Lutz were the 
judges of the challenge.  The Pride/
Equality float forfeited their prize money 
because it was proper.   Spiral donated 
their grand prize winning back.  The 
Vixens had an excellent float and were 
very creative.  As you will see in the 
pictures, there were other creative and 
colorful (sorry there’s no color in the 
newsletter) floats.

The Rally at the Capitol (see picture) 
was highlighted with Chely Wright 
entertaining the large crowd and Mayor 
Virg Bernaro declaring this Pride Day 
June 12th as Chely Wright Day in 
Lansing.  There were only two speakers, 
who were from Equality Michigan, who 
laid out the mission and goals of the 
new merged organization to accomplish 
equality in Michigan.  Following the Rally 
was the annual Commitment Ceremony, 
where over 25 couples exchanged vows. 
(see picture.)

The Diversity Festival in Old Town was 
busy from one end of the beautiful park 
along the Grand River to the other end 
– hope you saw everything.  The food 
and beverages, entertainment, booths 
and tables, and other special areas had 
something for everyone.  The northern end 
of the festival was sunny and the southern 
end was shaded – again something for 
everyone.  Michigan Pride is estimating 
6,000 people were present for Pride day.

LAHR’s participation in Michigan Pride 
2010 was the most extensive in the 20 plus 
years of Michigan Pride.  LAHR provided 
a $500 special donation to Michigan 
Pride in the effort to bring Chely Wright 
to Lansing, for her first open public Pride 
appearance, since coming out.  LAHR also 
paid $100 for our space at the festival and 
staffed our booth as usual.  For the very 
first time, LAHR participated in the Float 
Challenge paying our $25 fee and was 
proud of our float with the theme “LAHR 
IS OUT LOUD!!”  (See picture.)

Monique Goch, the outstanding leader 
of this success, commented, “The new 
location proved to be a little challenging 
but we’ve gotten almost all positive 
feedback.  We learned a lot and will be 
adjusting volunteers and procedures to 
accommodate what slipped through the 
cracks.  Chely Wright was an absolute 
delight to work with; she is being pursued 
by Common Ground for the country 
portion of the festival.  She wants to come 
back and spend an extra day to play.  Our 
tee-shirts this year sold out and had to 
be ordered twice.  Black Irish Apparel 
donated the 2010 MI Pride design on the 
front of the shirt.  We’re very happy with 
the turn out, hoping to grow the numbers 
next year. ” 
 

1st place float - Spiral

LAHR’s first float with those who made 
it happen:  Robert, Jaime, Betsy, 

Kate, Pam and Cindy

LAHR booth 
at the Diversity 
Festival with 
Mike, Pam, 
Cindy and 
Shiawassee Rep. 
candidate 
Pam Drake
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Our Families
by Mary Boudreau

Changes
 
I am often struck by 
the realization that 
being part of a family 
requires being part 

“shock absorber”.  Between the changes in 
our children, our parents, and our extended 
family and friends, there is always change 
occurring.  Sometimes it’s joy-filled and 
“easy to absorb” like preparing for the 
birth of our friends’ baby (yes, call me 
coach!) but often the changes feel like 
explosions and I’m ready to “duck and 
cover”.   
 
In the past two days, I’ve enjoyed the thrill 
of completing the Hawk Island Triathlon 
(I try to finish one every 27 years or so) 
and then a series of losses, starting with 
the theft of my beloved bicycle.  I’ve sat 
with a friend during a break-up, and held 
several people as they faced the fear of 
a new HIV infection.  I also faced our 
son’s move out of state to seek fame 
and fortune.  I also increasingly help my 
parents with their health and life issues.   
It’s difficult to observe changes like break-
ups, divorce, illness, and even some of the 
changes in the aging process.  It certainly 
makes me appreciate how powerless we 
are to prevent these changes--after all, my 
professional life is devoted to prevention.  
However, it does make me value the 
importance of connection and mutual 
support as we face the pain of loss.  I hope 
that “our family” can find ways to share 
support through the good and bad times, 
and to realize the strength in each other.

LAHR-PAC has different sets of questions for the different offices on the ballot, 
including U.S. Congress, Governor, Legislature, Judicial, and County Commissioner.  
These questionnaires serve two purposes:  1.  they educate the candidates about our 
issues, and  2.  they provide us with needed information about their position on issues 
of importance to the LGBT community and our friends and enable our well respected 
ratings.  It should be noted that those who ignore our questionnaire usually want to keep 
their negative opinions secret.

LAHR-PAC has made a change to our rating system.  Here is a brief summary.  We 
combined our old ratings of somewhat positive and somewhat negative into a new rating 
call “Mixed.”  We added the important ‘marriage” issue to the ratings – to be rated very 
positive or extremely positive, a candidate must support gay marriage.  We have added a 
new rating, “Extremely Positive.”  To receive this rating a candidate must be historically 
and consistently positive and must have taken initiative to make positive change.

Here are some interesting response rate statistics from this recent questionnaire mailing:
Dem 47 mailed, 17 returned        36%
Rep 84 mailed, 2 returned             2.3% 
Overall 152 mailed, 26 returned   17%
Excluding Clinton and Eaton:  105 mailed, 22 returned   21%
Ingham and judicial:   51 mailed, 18 returned   35%
One noticeable fact is that our poor return rate is also explained by so many 
Republicans running this year.

Candidates who are rated are much more likely to be positive than negative.   
Here is a summary of our ratings:
  6           Extremely positive 
  7           Very positive
16           Positive
  4           Mixed
  7           Negative
  3           Very Negative
109         Ignored Questionnaire
 
LAHR-PAC also identified races of importance to the LGBT community and voted to 
make financial contributions to those candidates.  We voted to provide $500 to Virg 
Bernero for Governor, $200 to Andy Schor for Ingham County Commissioner, $150 to 
Allen Schlossberg for Eaton County Probate Court, and $50 to Gregory Crockett for 
Circuit Court.

William Sawyer-Todd, past LAHR president, was elected the new president of LAHR-PAC, 
replacing the forever busy Penny Gardner, who is the current president of LAHR.  Reminder 
- LAHR and LAHR-PAC are separate, legal organizations.

Please Vote!!

 
 

(Continued from page 1)
VOTE
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

Hard Lessons

I learn my lessons 
the hard way.  
Unfortunately most 
people do.  Parents 

utter phrases like, “Don’t touch that” or 
“Get away from that”.  The point is, it’s 
human nature not to take good advice.  
How many times have you looked back 
at decisions you’ve made and said, 
“Man, I wish I had listened to him/her”?  
So, when I decided to come out, I of 
course listened to everyone I met about 
what to do and not to do.  Yeah, right.  I 
don’t think I could have made any more 
mistakes than I did.  Is there some kind 
of record for this?  

I made a few good friends when I was 
coming out.  I needed some kind of 
introduction into the “culture.”  I went 
to my first gay bar right around my 34th 
birthday.  I met several guys that I had 
chatted with online.  One friend told 
me to play it cool my first time at the 
bar.  Ok, first lesson ignored.  It went 
downhill from there.  If I had listened to 
all the wisdom of my friends, it would 
have saved me a lot of time.

Then I wasted another year making all 
kinds of mistakes that I needed to make.  
I was so desperate to have a boyfriend 
that I couldn’t see my own faults.

July Friday Night Dinner 
at Harry’s Place

by Gary Hicks, 
LAHR Board

Join LAHR friends 
and members for our 
July Friday night 
dinner on the patio 
at Harry’s Place, 404 

N. Verlinden, Lansing, on Friday, July 16, 
2010, at 6:30 p.m. 

This monthly dinner event is held the 
third Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the Lansing area. It is open 
to all members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community, as well as friends and family, 
and provides an opportunity to socialize 
over a casual meal. Please RSVP to Gary 
Hicks at garyatmsu@aol.com, if you plan 
to attend.

I don’t know when the wakeup call 
happened but, it did.  I had an epiphany 
and all the good advice finally sunk in.  
Another piece of advice I remember 
was, “You need to love yourself before 
anyone else can.”  I just blew that one 
off for the longest time.  I had been so 
desperate to not be alone that I had lost 
sight of myself.  I needed to like myself 
and who I was before anyone else could 
see those qualities in me.  Well, I finally 
got it and remember saying to myself 
that I was ok being alone and if I was 
alone the rest of my life I would be fine.  
The trick is to actually believe it when 
you say that to yourself.  I did.

The big test was when I was invited to a 
friend’s Christmas party.  I told myself 
I would go alone and refused to bring 
a date.  I showed up alone, enjoyed 
myself immensely, didn’t overindulge in 
anything and left alone.  It was the best 
time I had in a long time.  I felt I was 
free of my demons.  One more piece of 
advice I was given was that when you 
quit looking for someone, that’s when 
they show up.  It was a month later that I 
met my partner.

I will leave you with my favorite saying 
that I have learned through it all:  Life is 
not about the Destination, it’s about the 
Journey.

Tell me what you think, comments 
(hopefully positive) always welcome — 
write me at: allimsaying@yahoo.com

Note from the Layout Editor
by Melissa Cogswell, Layout Editor

This issue marks one year that I’ve been 
creating the layout for “The LGBT News”. 
I’d like to take a moment to say how much 
I’ve enjoyed it, and I hope to continue 
for a long time. I’m thankful for the 
opportunity to be a part of the newsletter. 
I remember the first time I picked up an 
issue. As I read it over, I was impressed 
and I thought “What a gem of the LGBT 
community”. I had no idea that someday I 
would be involved in creating it! 

I want to give a big thank you to Bill 
Beachler, the Publisher. Most people 
probably have no idea how hard Bill 
works each month putting together this 
newsletter. I have the fun job of creating 
the layout on the computer by placing all 
the articles and ads. Bill does everything 
else. He collects the articles, edits them as 
necessary, handles all advertising, makes 
sure everything has been submitted for 
inclusion in the issue, helps me when I 
have questions, picks up the copies from 
the printer, mails them, and everything 
else involved in Publishing the newsletter. 
And after he mails them, he starts work on 
the next issue. He continues to do this year 
after year. Bill, you’ve done an amazing 
job and I can’t thank you enough!
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outstanding figure in the gay rights 
movement.”
 
How is Kameny an outstanding figure 
in the movement? He helped create the 
movement.
 
When I spoke with Kameny in 2003 for 
a story on our LGBT history-makers in 
The Advocate, he told me, “When I got 
into the movement everything needed to 
be done. I think those of us in the early 
years started with substantially nothing 
— politically, socially and culturally — 
and we created an enormously successful 
movement that led to change in ways that 
nobody would have anticipated in our 
wildest dreams in the ’50s and ’60s.”
 
Kameny served in the Army during World 
War II. A Harvard-trained astronomer, his 
federal service continued until 1957, when 
he was fired from the Army Map Service 
because of his sexual orientation.
 
Kameny fought his dismissal all the way 
to the U.S. Supreme Court, becoming the 
first to file a civil rights claim based on 
sexual orientation. In 2009, the president 
acknowledged the wrong done Kameny in 
a speech commemorating the Stonewall 
riots. (Continued on page 7)

Equality Band Debuts
by Gary Hicks, President, Equality Band

During June, the new Equality Band 
of Michigan performed at Pride events 
across the state.  The band, with members 
from across the state, had its inaugural 
performance in front of Affirmations in 
Ferndale during Motor City Pride on June 
6.  (See picture in front of Affirmations.)

Less than a week later, on June 12, the 
band entertained crowds at Michigan Pride 
by marching in the parade, playing at 
the rally at the Capitol, and later playing 
a set in the family/children’s area at the 
Diversity Festival in Old Town.  The band 
members were also excited to have grand 
marshal Chely Wright sit and chat with the 
band at the capitol.  (See pictures of the 
band marching, at the Capitol, and at the 
festival.)

Robb Blackwell, a resident of St. Louis, 
MO, and president of the national Lesbian 
and Gay Band Association, joined the 
Equality Band on tenor sax for these 
performances at Michigan Pride.  Robb 
enjoyed Pride and his weekend in Lansing.

The band was also scheduled to perform at 
West Michigan Pride in Grand Rapids on 
June 19, 2010.

LAHR graciously supported the new 
band with a donation that will be used 
for startup costs and enabled the band to 
purchase the colorful banner used during 
the band’s Michigan Pride performances. 

If you are interested in joining the band, 
all skill levels are welcome and there are 
no auditions.  Look for “Equality Band 
of Michigan” on Facebook or e-mail 
equalitybandmi@gmail.com .

Band marching downtown at 
Michigan Pride 2010

Equality Band of Michigan’s first 
performance outside of Affirmations 

at Motor City Pride

Band playing at the children’s 
area at the Diversity Festival

Band performing on the Capitol steps

Pastor Paul     
Pastor Paul is 
hoping to have 
his article in the 
Auguts issue.  He 
recently had a 
serious infection 
on his foot, is 
continuing to 
make excellent 

progress and hopes to return home 
soon.!!

Powering the gay 
movement
by Lisa Neff,
columnist, 365gay.com

Frank Kameny was way ahead of the 
times, paving the way for many who 
followed him into the LGBT civil rights 
movement.  Kameny once told me that the 
late pioneering gay activist Henry “Harry” 
Hay flipped the switch on our movement. 
We can say that Kameny kept it powered 
— for decades. 
 
And on June 10, Frank Kameny got his 
day in D.C. with the dedication of Frank 
Kameny Way, an official sanction of 
Kameny’s activist activities.
 
Washington, D.C., Mayor Adrian M. 
Fenty, D.C. Department of Transportation 
director Gabe Klein, D.C. Councilman 
Jack Evans and residents of the district’s 
Ward 2 gathered with Kameny for the 
dedication of the section of 17th Street 
NW between R and Q streets near Dupont 
Circle.
 
Fenty, in the official statement on the 
dedication, said, “I am honored to dedicate 
this portion of 17th Street to such an 
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

THAT SAD DAY
Planning for the 
Inevitable
Part 10

There’s no place in this world 
where I’ll belong when I’m gone

And I won’t know the right from the wrong 
when I’m gone

You won’t find me singin’ on this song 
when I’m gone

So I guess I’ll have to do it while I’m here

-  from When I’m Gone by Phil Ochs

Once you have estate planning documents, 
I would suggest that you give copies 
of your living documents (powers of 
attorney, patient advocate designations, 
acceptance forms) to all of the individuals 
who have duties described in the 
documents (fiduciaries).  As to living 
trusts, wills, and beneficiary designations, 
there are different theories about revealing 
this information to your loved ones or 
fiduciaries.  If you sense that there are 
going to be objections, getting the issues 
out in the open while you are still alive 
can save your partner a lot of headache 
later.  On the other hand, some families 

will create so much havoc that both 
partners might wish they had put off the 
discussion.  So whether and when you 
reveal this information to family members 
is a delicate question and should be 
discussed and decided between the two of 
you.

We still have a long way to go to obtain 
our civil rights.  We are lacking certain 
legal protections. But in estate planning, 
banking law (transfer on death provisions), 
real estate law (deeds, etc.) and beneficiary 
designations for life insurance, IRA’s, etc., 
we are well protected by the law.  The 
tools are available but it is important to 
use them in the context of an entire estate 
plan.  The operative word in the phrase 
“estate planning” is “planning.”  I can 
go to an auto parts store and buy parts 
and start fixing my own car, but I really 
shouldn’t do that.  I don’t have the skills.  
The couples and individuals I know who 
have a solid estate plan in place have 
given a tremendous gift to their loved 
ones.    When that sad day arrives, their 
loves ones can focus on their grief and 
loss instead of calling an attorney in a 
panic.  Unfortunately, the horror stories 
still occur. (I will spare you the details).  
Again, it is normal and human to avoid 
doing this sort of planning.  We do not 
want to think about our own mortality.  
But my clients typically tell me that they 
are very relieved when the process is 
completed.

 
And there are so many other firsts, so 
many other pioneering contributions in 
Kameny’s activist career.
 
He co-founded the Mattachine Society of 
Washington in 1961.
 
He spent the 1960s picketing the White 
House, picketing the State Department, 
picketing the Civil Service Commission, 
picketing Independence Hall. A press 
release from 1965 announced, “On 
Saturday, October, 23, 1965, from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m., a group of more than 50 
homosexuals and supporters of their cause 
will picket the White House to protest 
the Federal Government’s policies of 
discrimination and hostility against its 
homosexual American Citizens.”
 
He challenged the American Psychiatric 
Association’s classification of 
homosexuality as a “mental disorder.”
 
He was the first out candidate for 
Congress, placing fourth in a six-person 
race in 1971. His campaign brochure said, 
“Vote for personal freedom.”
 
And he could sure rouse with a speech. 
In 1969, Kameny represented a gay man, 
Benning Wentworth, at a Department of 
Defense security clearance hearing. At 
the hearing, Kameny, assistant counsel 
Barbara Gittings and Wentworth each 
wore two buttons. One proclaimed, 
“Equality for Homosexuals” and the 
other said, “Gay is Good,” a slogan that 
Kameny is said to have coined.
 
Kameny, in his opening statement 
— which can be found at www.
kamenypapers. org — said, “The meaning 
of ‘Equality for Homosexuals’ is obvious 
enough. ‘Gay is Good,’ which has been 
adopted by our national movement as a 
slogan for the homosexual community, the 
country over, is intended to serve precisely 
the same psychologically supportive 
function as the well known slogan which 
inspired it: ‘Black is Beautiful.’ The 
word ‘good’ is intended in all of its many 
senses, not excluding the moral one.”
 
“Gay is Good.”
 
And Kameny is a legend.

(Continued from page 6)
Powering
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MI Pride Graced by Out-
and-Proud Country Singer

by Kate Miller, 
LAHR Intern

(Publisher Note – 
LAHR is grateful 
to Monique Goch 
and Chely Wright 
for providing the 
opportunity for our 

LGBT News reporter, Kate Miller, to 
interview Chely Wright.  What a wonderful 
experience for Kate and one she will 
always remember!)

The Michigan Pride Festival had a 
famous Grand Marshal this year, but 
before May 4, 2010, no one would have 
understood why she would be the most 
important guest at such a large LGBTQIA 
event. That day in May, country music 
star Chely Wright released her newest 
album, “Lifted off the Ground,” and her 
autobiography, “Like Me.” The newly 
released autobiography would reveal 
personal details including little-known 

facts about her sexuality. At her first Pride 
event, Chely stepped into the role of the 
Michigan Pride Festival’s Grand Marshal.

“The entirety of my career I’ve hidden 
the fact that I am gay… It has been a 
struggle.”  Chely was determined to 
come out in the right way and set a good 
example, not only for teenagers, but for 
adults.  When she started her coming 
out process, Chely used music to help 
her heal and attempted to recover from 
her emotional breakdown. She called 
the songs she pulled out of herself an 
“infected splinter” that she had to draw 
out. Sharing that “infected splinter,” Chely 
said, “feels great.” 

Chely’s coming out process came from 
a very hard time in her life where she 
questioned herself constantly until she 
finally knew she had to be honest about 
her sexuality. But Chely is not comfortable 
with telling people to come out.  “If you 
don’t have a safe community, I don’t want 
to ask you to type out your story and say 
‘Stand up! Stand in the light! It’s great!’” 
Chely explained that coming out depends 
on your situation.  She had a strong 

network of loved ones who supported her 
that helped her feel safe.  “I don’t want to 
advise anyone to come out because I’m a 
little bit safer than other people.  I can’t be 
fired.  I can’t be kicked out of my house.”  
Chely’s cautious stance on coming out can 
be seen as contradictory to the LGBTQIA 
community’s usual beliefs, but her feelings 
on her process of coming out are not.  “Let 
me just be an example for other people in 
those small towns that may think I’m a 
good America.”

Every day another person will come out.  
Role-models and inspirational stories are 
needed for teens to get by living under 
their parents’ roof, but it is often forgotten 
that adults need those same role-models. 
Growing up 
listening to pop 
and country, 
LAHR intern 
Kate Miller 
often hoped 
that one of her 
favorite singers 
might be gay.  
It turns out, she 
was right.
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Welcome to Caring and 
Aging with Pride

from Penny Gardner, 
LAHR President

Caring and Aging 
with Pride, a 
partnership between the 
LGBT Aging Project 
and the Institute of 

Multigenerational Health at the University 
of Washington, needs your help.  They 
have a questionnaire for LGBT adults 50 
years or older for us to complete.  Please 
Contact, the Inst. for Multigen. Hlth, at 
1-800-558 8703, or AgePride@uw.edu 
and request a questionnaire be sent to 
you.  A return envelope is included with 
postage paid.   
 
“We hope you choose to complete the 
questionnaire and participate in this 
important project. We appreciate your 
contribution in sustaining a healthy 
community and creating a legacy for 
generations to come.”  Karen I Fredriksen-
Goldsen, Dir, IMH 

MORE BACKGROUND  -  Caring and 
Aging with Pride is a ground-breaking 
project designed to better understand the 
aging and health needs of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
adults 50 years of age and older.  Our 
goal is to understand the wellness and 
health needs of these communities so 
we have information and are prepared 
to address the aging needs of LGBT 
elders now and for generations to come.  
This pioneering project is collaboration 
between LGBT community aging agencies 
around the nation and the Institute for 
Multigenerational Health at the University 
of Washington.  The project is funded 
through a major federal grant through the 
National Institute of Health (NIH) and the 
National Institute on Aging (NIA) and will 
generate new knowledge on health and 
aging across these diverse communities.  
Such information will help us to recognize 
and reduce health disparities experienced 
within LGBT communities.

If you have questions about the project, 
please contact us a 1-800-558-8703 or 
visit our website at 
www.CaringAndAging.org 
.  Voice your needs.

Update
Mark your calendar 
– the annual MSU 
Homecoming reception 
is scheduled for Friday, 
October 15, 2010.  This 
fun event with be held at 
the Kellogg Center in the 
excellent Cornish Room.  
Everyone is invited!!  
More information 
forthcoming!!

 

No Human Being 
Is Illegal

Support humane, comprehensive 
immigration reform 

Learn more and take action at 
www.fcnl.org/immigration

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice
Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

9July 2010



LAHR & Community 
Mourn Jean Ross
LAHR and the greater Lansing LGBT 
community was saddened to learn that 
Jean Ross, the last surviving founder of 
PFLAG/Lansing, passed away June 11, 
2010. 
 
”Jean has been a long-time supporter of 
GLBT issues, and a great educational 
speaker. Fortunately, Jean has not totally 
left us. She will be remembered in all that 
she has touched. She will be missed by 
all, not only by the GLBT community, 
but by the greater community in general 
because.....Jean was Jean, and we all loved 
her for that,” noted Ken Richmond of 
PFLAG/Lansing Area, Board of Directors

The memorial service for Jean Ross 
took take place on June 28, 2010, at the 
Presbyterian Church of Okemos. 
 

My LAHR Work Continues
Kate Miller, LAHR Intern

Yesterday marked my first in-person 
conference call. Going into the meeting 
I was worried I wouldn’t be able to keep 
up, but I was pleasantly surprised that not 
only was I able to participate fully in the 
meeting, but I was contributing opinions 
and jewels of wisdom that were relevant 
and helpful! This meeting was for the 
LAHR Grant Review Committee and it 
had seven participants. LAHR started a 
grant program this year which offered 
LGBT focused groups around the Lansing 
and East Lansing area to ask for up to 
$5,000 for a project or program. There 
were eight applicants this year that all had 
solid proposals and compelling arguments.

I won’t begin to explain all the hard 
word that went into determining our 
recommendation to LAHR’s Board, 
but needless to say, it was stressful! By 
the end of the process the group was 
certainly ready to hand off the work it 
had compiled, which I translated into a 
short and concise document with all of the 
relevant information in it, so it could go 

home and leave the process behind. The 
resolve of the committee to be fair and 
supportive while determining the ranking 
of the proposals was great to see. They 
also kept the meeting under 2.5 hours, 
which no one would complain about.

As first large projects go, this has been a 
great one. I’ve learned a great deal about 
the grant writing and evaluating process 
and it has been great to work with Damita, 
who has been in-charge of this program 
from the beginning. Damita graduated 
with a similar degree as mine and seeing 
what she does, even her place of work, 
has really helped me understand the many 
things I can do as a Public Admin & 
Policy major. I couldn’t be more grateful 
to all those in the committee. I learned a 
lot in the past month from you and this has 
made me very curious about what I will 
learn next!

Subscribe to 

LGBT News
and receive a

FREE T-Shirt!
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LCC GSA
INFORMATION
 The public is welcome to 
attend our meetings but you have 
to be a Lansing Community Col-
lege student taking at least one 
credit to vote in elections and go 
on trips.

 LCC GSA meetings are held 
on Mondays in student personal 
service room 211 on LCC’s main 
campus 4:30 to 6:00 pm!

 For more information please 
contact Jennifer Spenny (spen-
nyj@lcc.edu) or Gina Beaudry 
(beaudrg@lcc.edu)

End Blood Ban Now!
from NGLTF
 
At a press conference, the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force called for an end 
to the Food and Drug Administration’s 
lifetime ban on blood donations from any 
man who has had sex with another man 
since 1977. 
 
At its June 10–11 meeting, the Health and 
Human Services Advisory Committee 
on Blood Safety and Availability will 
review the FDA’s decades-long ban. It is 
estimated that 219,000 more pints of blood 
could be available annually if the blanket 
ban is lifted.  
 
The Task Force and nearly 50 other 
groups have signed a joint letter to the 
Advisory Committee on Blood Safety 
and Availability saying “it is our opinion 
that this lifetime deferral for men who 
have sex with men (MSM) from donating 
blood is outdated and discriminatory and 
we strongly urge the Advisory Committee 
to recommend a revision of this policy.”  

Statement by Rea Carey, Executive 
Director, National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force
 
“The lifting of the lifetime ban on blood 
donations from all men who have sex with 
men will remove a federally sanctioned 
stigma and send a strong, clear message 
that this systemic, blatant and blanket 
discrimination will not be tolerated. The 
most critical issue is to ensure that the 
blood supply is safe and abundant, and 
this means maximizing the potential 
donor pool and making sure all donors are 
screened appropriately and assessed based 
on actual behavioral risk independent of 
their sexual orientation. It is long past time 
to end this archaic, knee-jerk practice and 
replace it with a fair, humane and sensible 
blood donor policy. Lives will be saved 
when this ban ends.”
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Washington /  
Lansing Responds
Senator Carl Levin Responds to a LAHR Member

Subject:  Employment Discrimination & Marriage Amendment 
 
Thank you for contacting me about the rights of gays and lesbians.  I appreciate hearing 
your views. 
 
Currently, federal law provides legal protection against employment discrimination 
on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin and disability, but not sexual 
orientation. I believe all working people have a right to be judged by the quality of their 
work performance, which led me to cosponsor the Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act (S.1705). This bill would have prohibited discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation.  Unfortunately, this bill was not considered before the adjournment of the 
108th Congress. 
 
With regard to the Federal Marriage Amendment, I believe Constitutional amendments 
should be adopted only when circumstances require that such action is necessary to 
preserve or enhance personal freedom and liberty and to strengthen our democratic 
institutions. Additionally, I believe this issue was addressed through the Defense 
of Marriage Act (P.L.104-199), which was signed into law by President Clinton on 
September 21, 1996.  I voted for this law because I support the continuation of the legal 
definition of marriage as a union between a man and a woman. 
 
Thank you again for contacting me. I will keep your views in mind should legislation 
concerning these issues come before the U.S. Senate. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carl Levin, United States Senator

(Publisher’ Note – I have now received many emails from people, including my own, 
from governmental officials on a variety of subjects.  Beginning in May, 2009, I am 
going to include one letter per month entitled “Washington / Lansing Responds.”  I 
hope these letters provide you a better understanding of where our elected officials 
stand on important LGBT issues and a better understanding of the issue.  If you receive 
responses, please email them to me.  Thank You!)

JACKSON, MICHIGAN
Post Office Box 4065 

Coming up: 
July 8: our July potluck picnic at the 
Marshall farm

July 10:  Community picnic at Ella 
Sharp Park, sponsored by the Jackson 
Human Relations Commission. We plan 
to have a table at this event.  Watch for 
more details!

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK!  
Thanks to Marquis and Hugh for helping 
get a Facebook page set up for PFLAG 
Jackson! We will post meeting info, 
events, photos (with permission), and 
comments, using the usual FB format!  
Remember that Facebook is very public.  
Search for us by name, Pflag Jackson.

Also, visit  
http://www.jacksonpflag.com/ 

Mark Ritzenhein 
& Stephen Wilensky

28 years.
July 20th 

Nancy English & 
Elaine Pogoncheff

16 years
July 14th

(Legally married on 
July 2, 2008 in 

Santa Rosa, California)
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LGBT Immigration Reform
from the Internet
 
Sixty members of Congress have 
issued a letter to President Obama 
and congressional leaders calling for 
immigration reform to include rights for 
LGBT binational families and couples.  
The letter asks to change the current law, 
which prohibits citizens from sponsoring 
their same-sex partners for residency in 
the United States. 

Representatives Tammy Baldwin 
of Wisconsin, Barney Frank of 
Massachusetts, Jerrold Nadler of New 
York, Jared Polis of Colorado, Mike 
Honda of California, and Mike Quigley of 
Illinois spearheaded the letter.  “We are a 
nation of immigrants and, as a result, our 
diversity is our greatest strength,” Polis 
said in the statement. “Unfortunately, our 
out-dated immigration system contains 
laws that discriminate against LGBT 
families and hinder our economy, our 
diversity, and our status as a beacon of 
hope and liberty to people across the 
world.”  
 
Nadler, the lead House sponsor of the 
Uniting American Families Act, expressed 
his support of the legislation in a 
statement.  “We must take the government 
out of the business of singling out LGBT 
families for discriminatory treatment and 
live up to our democratic ideal of equality 
under the law,” Nadler said.  
 
Rachel B. Tiven, executive director of 
Immigration Equality, added that there 
are more than 36,000 lesbian and gay 
binational families waiting for the Uniting 
American Families Act to pass Congress.  
“Passage of immigration reform will 
require every family standing with their 
neighbors and loved ones to work for 
change,” Tiven said. 
It was signed by members of the LGBT 
Equality Caucus, the Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus, and the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus.

Everyone is encouraged to send letters to 
the following:
 
The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
  
The Honorable Harry Reid 
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate 
522 Hart Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
  
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives  
H-232, U.S. Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer  
Chairman, Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Refugees and Border Security 
313 Hart Senate Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
  
The Honorable Zoe Lofgren 
Chairwoman, Subcommittee on 
Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, 
Border Security, and International Law 
102 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
”Dear President Obama, Majority Leader 
Reid, Speaker Pelosi, Chairman Schumer, 
and Chairwoman Lofgren: 
  
As members of the Congressional LGBT 
Equality Caucus, we are writing to express 
our strong support for a comprehensive 
immigration reform bill which would 
end discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
binational families. We urge Congress to 
include the Uniting American Families Act 
(H.R. 1024/S. 424) in any comprehensive 
immigration reform legislation. 
  
Currently, U.S. citizens and legal 
permanent residents may sponsor their 
spouses (and other immediate family 
members) for immigration purposes.  But, 
same-sex partners committed to spending 
their lives together are not recognized as 
“families” under U.S. immigration law 
and thus do not have this same right.  As 
a result, tens of thousands of binational 
families are either already living 
separately, face imminent separation, 
or have left the U.S. entirely in order to 
remain together. This is unacceptable, and 
we believe comprehensive immigration 
reform legislation must include a strong 
family reunification component inclusive 
of LGBT families. 
  

According to 2000 census data compiled 
by the Williams Institute, an estimated 
36,000 LGBT binational families are 
impacted by the inability to sponsor their 
partners for residency, and nearly half of 
those (47 percent) are raising children.  
Our existing, discriminatory immigration 
laws hurt not only those individuals, but 
their extended families, communities, and 
employers, as well. 

Not only would an inclusive family 
reunification provision strengthen 
American families, it would bolster 
the competitiveness of businesses in 
the U.S. by allowing corporations to 
attract, employ, and retain the very best 
talent from across the globe. Indeed, 
the U.S. lags behind 19 countries that 
already recognize same-sex couples for 
immigration purposes, including the 
United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, 
France, and Germany.   
  
In truth, no immigration reform bill can be 
called “comprehensive” unless it includes 
all Americans, including those who are 
LGBT. This is recognized in the Reuniting 
Families Act (H.R. 2709), which includes 
LGBT families in addressing the 
broader immigration problem of family 
unification. 
  
We urge you to include LGBT binational 
families in comprehensive immigration 
reform legislation.  No one should be 
forced to choose between the person they 
love and the country they call home. It 
is time that our immigration laws kept 
families together instead of tearing them 
apart.                                                                
  
Sincerely,  
 Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin (D-
WI), Congressmen Barney Frank (D- 
MA), Jared Polis (D-CO), Jerrold Nadler 
(D-NY), Mike Honda (D-CA), and Mike 
Quigley (D-IL), et. al.
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Iceland Legalizes Gay 
Marriage
from the Internet

The nation of Iceland, which is the only 
country with an openly gay head of state, 
voted unanimously to legalize same-sex 
marriage.  The Althingi parliament voted 
49-0 to change the wording of its marriage 
legislation to include same-sex couples. 

Gunnar Helgi Kristinsson, a political 
scientist at the University of Iceland, 
told Reuters that the country is fairly 
pragmatic, and that the international press 
made a bigger deal out of the sexual 
orientation of lesbian Prime Minister 
Johanna Sigurdardottir than the domestic 
news outlets. 

“[Gay marriage] has not been a big 
issue in national politics - it’s not been 
controversial.”

The Protestant church of Iceland has not 
yet decided whether to allow gay and 
lesbians to marry in its buildings. 

With the bill signed, Iceland will join 
Canada, the Netherlands, Spain, South 
Africa, Norway, Belgium, Sweden and 
Portugal in allowing gay marriage.  
Argentinian lawmakers are currently 
examining the issue of gay marriage, 
while Nepal’s lawmakers are busy 
hammering out a new constitution that 
will grant gay marriage rights. 

Iceland’s gay marriage law is expected to 
go into force as early as June 27.

Transgender Good News
from the Internet

The U.S. State Department announced 
a new policy that no longer requires 
passport applicants seeking a gender 
change to have undergone sexual 
reassignment surgery.
 
The policy, which is how in effect, allows 
a gender change with a certification from 
an attending physician.
 
The doctor’s certification must confirm 
only that the passport applicant has 
undergone treatment for gender transition. 
Limited-validity passports for applicants 
who are in the process of gender transition 
also will be available under the policy.
 
Previously, individuals had to provide 
documentation from a surgeon that sex 
reassignment surgery had been performed 

on them, according to the National Center 
for Transgender Equality.

The announcement was made to coincide 
with Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
Pride Month, the State Department said.

14 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



SUNDAY
• Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
• All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
• Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
• Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
• Volleyball - Volleyball is on hold for the winter.
• Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

• Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

• Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
• Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus - 7-9pm @ University Lutheran 

church, 1020 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.

• LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

• Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
• Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com .

TUESDAY
• Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
• Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
• Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

• Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
• Great Lakes Pride Band - Rehearsals are held the second and fourth 

Wednesdays each month in the church hall of Unity of Greater Lansing – 
240 Marshall St.  For information, call Paul Levandowski at 517-285-7741.

• GLSEN Mid-Michigan - 4:30 p.m. 3rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.

• Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 
- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

• LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 8-10 
p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. For 
questions or info contact Kevin Magnan at kevinmagnan@yahoo.com

• Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
THURSDAY

• Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu 

• Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

• LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

• LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

• LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

SATURDAY
• LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month – meet at Fire Mountain 

east of Lansing Mall.  Contact Bill 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

VARIES
• Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 

Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!
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