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ELECTION RESULTS
by Bill Beachler, LAHR-PAC

LAHR-PAC President, William Sawyer-Todd noted, “This election 
was a hard blow both state & nationwide, it’s true.  I for one will try 
not to let it get me down too badly.  I want to set back a bit and start 
planning how we can move forward and prepare for the next cycle.”
 
William continued, “One very bright spot was I saw that at least 
Mark Meadows (East Lansing) & Dennis Deno (MSU candidate) put 
the LAHR-PAC rating on their campaign literature.” 

LAHR-PAC attempted to rate 186 candidates.  We were able to rate 

Dennis Hall hosts the Town Hall event with special guests 
Judy Levy and Jay Kaplan.
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LGBT Town Hall Educational
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The American Civil 
Liberties Union and 
the ACLU Cooley 
Law School Chapter, 
with support from 
LAHR 

and LAHR-PAC, held a very 
educational Town Hall event (see 
picture) at Cooley prior to the 
General Election.  The purpose of 
the event was to raise awareness 
of the challenges facing LGBT 
individuals in Michigan.

Dennis Hall, ACLU Board member 
and past President of LAHR, helped 
organize the event and served as 
host during the event.  Dennis was joined 
by Assistance U.S. Attorney Judy Levy 
and Jay Kaplan, ACLU Michigan LGBT 
Project.

The challenges facing our LGBT 
community in Michigan are numerous 
and were presented to the approximately 
30 people in attendance.  The audience 
heard about Hate Crimes and the legal 
issues associated with this challenge.  The 
audience heard about challenges at the 

state level and challenges 
at the federal level.  There 
was discussion about the 
importance of decisions 
from the Michigan 
Supreme Court, such as 
second parent adoption 
and partnership benefits, 
and about the importance 
of voting in the November 

Election.  There 
was discussion 
about the 
importance of 
decisions from 

the U.S. Supreme 
Court, such as 
marriage related 
challenges.

There were many questions and 
comments from the audience.  The 

event was a success; however, it could 
have been more successful, if more 
members from the community would have 
attended.  The speakers were 
exceptionally knowledgeable 
and our greater Lansing 
area was fortunate to be 
provided such an educational 
opportunity.

Now that the election is 
over, we know that the 

election results for the Michigan Supreme 
Court were negative and the court 
beginning in January will more than likely 
unfortunately lean toward decisions that 
will be harmful to the LGBT community 
and our families.

(Continued on page 3)



by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

The last of the year…… And Happy Holidays to you all…….

It is December, the end of another year and the beginning of a new decade—And is it also the end of 
progressive politics?  I heard this question asked of the political pundits on a Sunday news talk show, and I 
groaned.  

Haven’t we heard this before? Either as “is it the end of Conservatism?” Or “is it the end of liberalism?”  The 
new updated version though, “is it the end of progressivism?”  

Here is my take on this, and really it is two takes.  One is of optimism and the other is of pessimism.  The optimistic one is that 
indeed the Republicans hold the political power now.  By the way, when I say republicans I mean conservatives—although yes 
there are moderate Republicans, they have been silenced for some time within the party--strictly from my outsider’s viewpoint.  
And they too will fail to change everything in a spit-second, demanded of them by a populous who is only satisfied with instant 
gratification.

Once again in two years, the disenchanted electorate will react and “throw the bums out.” The Democrats will come to power yet 
again.  We will have this two year cycle over and over again, resulting in progress being stymied.  But, wait!  Isn’t this supposed 
to be my optimistic take?  Maybe it is my less pessimistic take.  

Now although the Republicans, in my book are the conservatives, the Democrats are not necessarily the progressives.  There may 
be more progressives among the Dems, but the goddess knows, even with a Dem President, a Dem House, a Dem Senate, we sure 
can’t say this congress got much progressive done:   At least from this radical, feminist, environmentalist, mostly antiwar, old 
lesbian.  I was all for single payer health insurance.  (as one gets older the string of personal identifiers becomes longer!)

So what is my more pessimistic take on our national politics, which of course has a trickledown effect on our state and local 
politics?  How is it that progressives will be passionate, engaged, and committed enough to our issues, to gain traction in this 
arena?  How will we make what we know is the right and proper thing to do as urgent for the electorate as the conservatives do 
about their beliefs in what is right and proper?   

I just read an article by Malcolm Gladwell in the October 4th, New Yorker Magazine called “Small Change: Why the Revolution 
will not be Tweeted”.  In it he wrote about the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960’s and how the activists who sat at counters 
where it was established that they could not sit, changed the world.  

In a high risk action, the people who accomplished these sit-ins endured indignities, arrest, violence, spittle and worse, and yet 
they kept coming back to the counters at Woolworths, and other eating places in the south, sitting where no Negros ever sat, until 
life changed forever.  
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Letter from the Prez

41% of the candidates based on surveys or 
other information.  Of those we were able 
to rate, 65% of our ratings were positive 
or above, 13% were mixed and 22% were 
negative or below.
 
We got surveys back from 51 or 21% but 
that varies widely by party:
• Democrats returned 53% of the time
• Republicans returned  5% of the time
• 3rd party candidates returned 33% of 

the time 
• Non partisan candidates returned 24% 

of the time
 
One local candidate and election 
landslide winner is our good friend Brian 
McGrain, who represents the East side of 
Lansing on the Ingham County Board of 
Commissioners.  Not only did Brian help 
LAHR-PAC with our election activities, 
but he is one of the best commissioners 
in the county – one who any of us could 
proudly consider to be our commissioner!

It should be noted that Ingham County 
is one of the best counties in the state of 
Michigan for an LGBT person to live.  
Ingham was one of only two counties 
in Michigan to vote against Proposal 2 
regarding marriage and the county has 13 
out of 16 positive people on the County 
Board, including both political parties.

One last note about Michigan, and 
consistent with William’s statement 
above, the Michigan Supreme Court 
unfortunately will become a potentially 
harmful place for the LGBT community.

The national Victory Fund reported that 
there is no sugar-coating what happened  
to our allies in Congress and across the 
country.  But that is not the whole story 
of Election 2010, and we have some very 
good news to share. 
  
The LGBT community achieved 
something remarkable.  More openly 
LGBT candidates were elected to office in 
2010 than in any year in America’s history.  
At least 106 of the Victory Fund’s record-
breaking 164 endorsed candidates won, 
including David Cicilline, who will join 
Barney Frank, Tammy Baldwin and Jared 
Polis as the fourth openly gay Member of 

(Continued from page 1)

Election Congress when the House convenes this 
January. 
  
These victories are important.  Out public 
officials are having a sizable impact on 
the local, state and national debates about 
LGBT equality.  Increasing their numbers 
is a vital part of a long-term strategy to 
change America’s politics and make our 
country freer and fairer for everyone.  
  
HRC reported the march to equality has 
steps forward and steps backward - we 
saw some of each. Our fight for equality 
at the federal level was dealt a serious 
setback – but there are paths forward for 
pro-equality bills and amendments, and 
there are new opportunities for progress 
in states across the country. If you know 
anything about HRC, it’s that we’re 
fighters. And fighting tirelessly is exactly 
what we’ll need to do over the next few 
years.

Since 2006, the U.S. House has been led 
by committed supporters of equality. But 
yesterday, a wave of anti-LGBT radicals 
seized control. Their leaders – Reps. 
Boehner (R-OH), Cantor (R-VA), and 
Pence (R-IN) – all received scores of 
zero on HRC’s congressional scorecard, 
meaning they’ve NEVER supported a 
single pro-equality bill. Key Senate seats 
were lost as well. 
In Pennsylvania, arch-conservative Pat 
Toomey beat the staunchly pro-equality 
Joe Sestak, and “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
repeal leader Rep. Patrick Murphy lost his 
seat.  Longtime LGBT rights champion 
Sen. Russ Feingold lost to multi-
millionaire Ron Johnson in Wisconsin. 
Michele Bachmann of Minnesota, who’s 
called homosexuality a “dysfunction” and 
“personal enslavement,” continues as a 
U.S. Representative. 

The National Organization for Marriage 
(NOM) spent millions to gin up hatred 
and fear, and although they ousted three 
Iowa judges who ruled for marriage 
equality, many of their favored candidates 
lost – like Tea Party darlings Christine 
O’Donnell in Delaware (who founded 
a group to “cure” homosexuality) and 
Sharron Angle in Nevada (who refused 
donations from pro-equality companies), 
as well as Carly Fiorina and Meg 
Whitman in California and Carl Paladino 
in New York. The man who likened 

homosexuality to alcoholism, Colorado’s 
Ken Buck, also went down in defeat.

The upside is that we are now better 
positioned to win marriage equality or 
other forms of family recognition in 
multiple states.  HRC’s Campaign for 
New York Marriage helped pick up three 
state senate seats, building significant 
momentum for a marriage equality vote. 
Maryland re-elected Governor O’Malley, 
who has committed to signing a marriage 
bill, and flipped a key state Senate 
Judiciary Committee seat.  In California, 
Hawaii, Rhode Island and Colorado, pro-
equality governors will take office. 

These elections also proved again that 
pro-LGBT candidates don’t lose because 
of their belief in equality. New Hampshire 
voters rejected the bigotry and hate of 
NOM and other anti-equality forces and 
re-elected Governor John Lynch, who 
signed marriage equality legislation last 
year.

What is it that we who are fighting for our 
civil rights as lesbians, gay men, bisexual 
and transgender women and men, can do 
that will also change the world?  Are we 
willing to engage in high risk action such 
as did the brave women and men who 
came before us, and before email, the 
internet, tweets, etc. which seem to take 
the place of direct action now?  I do know 
that getting married, coming out, being 
public is high risk, and many of us have 
been mortally wounded, indeed killed for 
who we are and who we love.  Of course 
these things are high risk, are they the 
direct action of today?  

Those of us who are activists, who believe 
in activism, I know and hope, can come up 
with more ideas for activism.  How might 
we do this?  LAHR CAN I am sure of 
it….Won’t you think it over? Let me know 
how you think we can change the world, 
to achieve equality for all of us, after all 
our lives depend upon it.  

Sincerely, 

Penny Gardner, President
3December 2010



Positively Speaking
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

Season’s Greetings 
from the Lansing 
Area AIDS Network

As we enter this 
holiday season I 

would like to extend the warmest of 
greeting to all of the LGBT News readers.  
You are reading this article as the Lansing 
Area AIDS Network completes its 25th 
year of service to the community and after 
the agency’s observance of both World 
AIDS Day and LAAN’s RED Ribbon 
Gala.  You also read this as I prepare to 
enter my 8th year as Executive Director at 
LAAN.  

It is hard to believe that I have been 
a part of this wonderful organization 
for seven years.  Although there have 
been challenges, the celebration of 
various successes have far surpassed the 
frustrations of those challenges.  LAAN 
continues to witness the decline in 
sources of various funding during a time 
of increased need but is emboldened by 
new sources of grant funding and new 
successes in various fund raising efforts.  
The agency has been able to continue 
the programs which the community has 
come to expect and has initiated new 

programs to address identified needs 
such as the treatment adherence group at 
LAAN.  The Food Pantry continues to 
be one of our most successful programs, 
providing grocery assistance to over 200 
HIV-positive individuals and their families 
this past year.  We anticipate providing 
Thanksgiving meals to nearly 130 families 
with the partnership of such community 
friends as Riverview Church.  Early in 
2011, LAAN will launch an HIV Rapid 
Testing program which it hopes will 
attract more test clients in an endeavor to 
help diagnose a significant number of the 
estimated 25% of HIV positive individuals 
who do not know their status. We also 
hope to expand communicable disease 
strategies and collaborations with an 
expanded network of community partners, 
providing broader reaching prevention 
strategies to communities of greatest 
risk. This is the pattern of challenges, 
opportunities, and tremendous successes 
that has characterized this agency’s 25 
years. This is the pattern of challenges, 
opportunities and successes which will 
characterize the agency’s future.  I am 
proud and humbled to be a part of that 
history, and I approach this Season of 
Hope determined to remain ever vigilante 
to the legacies passed along by those who 
preceded me and by those we have loved 
and lost.

The LGBT community has rallied around 
this agency since its inception and 
supported me since I crossed the LAAN 
threshold on that wintry January 6, 2004.  

I chose that date to start because it would 
have been the 44th Birthday of my partner, 
Jon Hoffer, who I lost to AIDS nearly 
eight years before.  It felt right to honor 
him in this way and to continue his brave 
battle against AIDS.  I feel privileged to 
have been gifted with that opportunity. 
In the Christian tradition, January 6 is 
also the Feast of the Epiphany and marks 
the giving of Gifts to the infant Christ by 
the Wise Men.  I always thought it was 
appropriate that Jon was born on January 
6 for he was the most remarkable of gifts 
to all of those who knew his love.  In 
the seven years that have passed since 
crossing the LAAN threshold I have found 
it appropriate, too, that January 6 has 
marked a new episode in my life and has 
come to represent the wonderful gifts of 
dedicated colleagues, beloved clients, and 
constant community.  

Deepak Chopra, an Indian American 
public speaker and writer on spirituality 
and mind-body medicine, once shared; 

Practicing the Law of Giving is actually 
very simple. If you want joy, give joy 
to others; if you want love, learn to 
give love; if you want attention and 
appreciation, learn to give attention and 
appreciation.  

During the holiday season and beyond, 
may this be our creed.

May you all have the happiest of holidays, 
the warmest of seasons, and the most 
joyful of New Years!

4 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



Pastor Kari
by Rev. Kari 
Nicewander

“The Light Will 
Shine”

For Christians, the 
season of Advent is a 

time of waiting.  It is the darkest time of 
year, where we pass through the longest 
night, enduring the chill of winter, 
anticipating the birth of something new, 
something beautiful, something that 
offers transformation.  We live in hope, 
in faith that the light will shine, even in 
times when it seems gloomy, dreary, and 
gray.

For many of us, November offered some 
gloomy, dreary days.  Many pro-LGBT 
candidates lost in elections, as we saw 
individuals who stood against marriage 
equality and other basic civil rights win 
national offices.  It is hard, sometimes, 
to feel the hope of Advent when we are 
in the midst of a political climate that 

seems dark and hopeless.
  
And yet, I do believe that change 
is happening.  I believe that God 
is working in the world even now, 
changing hearts, transforming lives, and 
creating a more just future.  I believe 
that homophobia and bigotry will not 
have the final word.  I believe that 
love is stronger than hate, that hope is 
stronger than despair, that God’s grace 
is stronger than the forces of oppression 
and exclusion.

This is what Advent means for me.  We 
are waiting.  We are waiting for change, 
waiting for justice, waiting for peace.  
And sometimes, it is hard to wait.  We 
want the light to shine right now.  We 
want justice right now.  We want to see 
change right now.  But for some reason, 
we have to wait.  Because the world is 
not as it should be, because humans are 
terribly flawed, because we just aren’t 
there yet.  Yes, I am sick of waiting, but 
I do believe that the light will shine.

The quote often attributed to Martin 
Luther King, Jr. is one that helps me in 
times like these, “The arc of the universe 

is long, but it bends towards justice.”  In 
the midst of this waiting, we can look 
back at those who came before us, and 
see that there is good reason to wait for 
the light; it will come, it has come, and 
it is coming.

Whatever your religious tradition, 
during this month, where we mark the 
longest night of the year, may you find 
light in your life.  May you find reason 
for hope, reason for peace, reason for 
joy.   And may we all work towards that 
day when the light of justice will shine 
brightly in the night sky, for all to see 
and celebrate.

God bless!
Pastor Kari      

Subscribe to 

LGBT News
and receive a

FREE T-Shirt!
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All I’m Saying...
by Dan Boutell

The continuing Sport of 
Bullying

The continuing Sport 
of Bullying

 
It’s been in the news a lot lately.  I’m glad 
the topic has not gone away.  Who knows 
if by the time you read this, it has been 
forgotten but I wanted to put it out there 
again.  Being bullied is no fun.

I was bullied as a kid.  I was the typical 
last one picked for all events in Gym.  I 
tried my hand at T-ball when I was a 
kid and was permanently placed in left 
field for all games.  I was on a bowling 
league for a few years and wasn’t too 
bad at it.  But, how often is the bowling 
team captain picked as the Homecoming 
King?  I was picked on because I was 
kind of mousy, shy and not good at sports.  
I’m sure I was called “fag” a few times; 
although, I don’t remember for sure.

I’m sure there are many of you out there 
that were bullied as a kid as well.  There is 
a recent statistic I just saw that said about 
50% of all kids are bullied at some point 
in school.  That’s just sad.

All these kids that have recently 
committed suicide for being bullied 
because they were either gay or perceived 
as gay is just wrong.  What is going on?  
Why has no one dealt with this?  What 
have YOU done to help the problem?  It 
doesn’t have to be much but, we can’t let 
this go away and be forgotten.  Have you 
posted anything about it on your Facebook 
page for people to see?  Did you wear 
purple on Oct. 20th?  Have you done 
more?  Have you done nothing?

The one thing that really angered me was 
the School Board member from Arkansas 
that went on a tirade on his Facebook 
page blasting “queers” and saying he 
would have worn purple if all gays had 
committed suicide.  This person sits on a 
school board!  And we expect him to do 
something about bullying in the schools?   
This was all in the name of “Christianity” 
he said.  Well, I’m no expert but, I 

don’t believe there’s anything Christian 
about telling gay kids they should kill 
themselves for being “sinners” as he put 
it.  I’m glad to say that he finally resigned 
after a national outcry by many groups.

Bullying comes in many forms.  The 
assistant AG, Andrew Shirvell was 
finally fired by Mike Cox for “conduct 
unbecoming” of an employee of the 
State of Michigan for his stalking and 
bullying of Chris Armstrong.  There was 
also a huge show of support for a teacher 
in Howell named Jay McDowell for 
kicking out two kids from his class after 
announcing on Anti-Bullying day that they 
didn’t like gay people.

If you have kids, talk to them.  See if they 
are being bullied and, DO something about 
it.  Call the school, visit with the principle.  
Let them know this is unacceptable and 
they are obligated to do something about 
it.  Just don’t forget about it.  A child’s life 
may depend on you.

Tell me what you think, comments 
(hopefully positive) always welcome - - 
write me at: allimsaing@yahoo.com
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(Continued on page 7)

Washington / Lansing Responds
Senator Debbie Stabenow Responds to a LAHR Member:

Subject:  Workplace Discrimination & Hate Crimes

Thank you . . .for contacting me regarding your support for ending discrimination in the 
workplace. I share your concerns.  
  
I am pleased to tell you that, since I arrived in the House of Representatives in 1997, I 
have been a longtime supporter and cosponsor of the Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act (ENDA). This critical legislation would protect the rights of all Americans by 
prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation in the workplace. You can count 
on my continued support for an inclusive ENDA. 
  
Additionally, I am proud to again be a cosponsor of the Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act. I have cosponsored this legislation every time it has been introduced 
since arriving in the House of Representatives in 1997. This legislation provides 
important resources for state and local officials to investigate and prosecute violent 
criminals who target victims based on disability, sexual orientation, or gender. It also 
directs the Office of Justice Programs to provide grants and assistance to state and local 
programs designed to prevent hate crimes. I will continue to support both of these bills 
as they work their way through the legislative process.  
  
Thank you again for contacting me. Please continue to keep me informed about issues of 
concern to you and your family.  
    
Sincerely,
Debbie Stabenow, United States Senator

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received many emails from people, including my own, from 
governmental officials on a variety of subjects.  Beginning in May, 2009, I am going to include 
one letter per month entitled “Washington / Lansing Responds.”  I hope these letters provide you 
a better understanding of where our elected officials stand on important LGBT issues and a better 
understanding of the issue.  If you receive responses, please email them to me.  Thank You!)

Our Families
by Mary Boudreau

Sharing with 
Others

As the year ends, I’m 
sure all of us have 
mixed feelings about 

how 2010 went, especially since we have 
had time to process the election returns.  
As we near the end of 2010 and look 
ahead, I’d like to suggest that we all focus 
on ways to count our blessings and spread 
them to others.

As the people in my life will attest. I love 
the holidays (all of them--I’m starting to 
take the celebrations from other cultures, 
but it’s hard on my diet plans!)   Many of 
us gather with family and friends for these 
great events.  I always struggle because I 
truly hate to shop and it makes gift giving 
a problem, so I’d like to take that factor 
out of the occasion.   

However, I do like to share 
those other gifts in life--time, 
energy, and affirmation.  Like 
many people, we struggle with having 
too many places to be at once--at last 
count Susan and I have 4 parents, 4 adult 
children (and their significant others 
and biological relatives) 8 siblings,  22 
nieces and nephews and their significant 
others, and 4 great nieces and nephews.  
This makes for quite a party at times!  
However, amazingly enough there’s 
always room for more at the table. 
 
As we need the big holiday of the year, my 
birthday (also known as New Year’s Eve) 
we must remember to include in our new 
year’s resolutions taking the opportunity 
to connect with people and share our 
blessings.  This could be by organizing a 
weekly dinner to invite people to, reading 
to a child, mentoring a teen, shoveling for 
neighbors, or just sending out cards to an 
elderly aunt.  We can rise above the doom 
and gloom predictions and make it truly 
a better place with our commitment to 
sharing. 
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December Dinner at  
Soup Spoon Café

by Gary Hicks, LAHR 
Board

Friday Dinner 
Group

Join LAHR friends 
and members for our 

monthly Friday night dinner as we return 
to the Soup Spoon Cafe,1419 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing, on Friday, December 17, 
2010, at 6:30 p.m. 

The Soup Spoon Cafe specializes in made 
from scratch soups like seafood chowder, 
but also offers a wide assortment of 
sandwiches, salads, and dinner entrees.  
The full menu can be viewed online at 
www.soupspooncafe.com .

LAHR’s monthly dinner is held the 
third Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the Lansing area.  It is open 
to all members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community, as well as friends and family, 
and provides an opportunity to socialize 
over a casual meal.

Please RSVP to Gary Hicks at 525-1732 
or garyatmsu@aol.com  by noon on 
December 17 if you plan to attend.

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK!   
We will post meeting info, events, 
photos (with permission), and 
comments, using the usual FB format!  
Remember that Facebook is very 
public.  Search for us by name, Pflag 
Jackson.

Also, visit  http://www.jacksonpflag.
com/  Thank you so much for your 
support! Question? Call 517-750-3045 

Get Tested
 
from Yahoo news
 | 
One in five sexually active gay and 
bisexual men has the AIDS virus, and 
nearly half of those don’t know they are 
infected, a federal study of 21 U.S. cities 
shows.
 
Experts said the findings are similar to 
earlier research, but the study released is 
the largest to look at gay and bisexual U.S. 
men at high risk for HIV. More than 8,000 
men were tested and interviewed, and 44 
percent of those who had the virus didn’t 
know they had it.
 
Overall, less than half of 1 percent 
of Americans have the AIDS virus, 
according to a calculation by the Kaiser 
Family Foundation, a research and policy 
organization in Washington, D.C.
 
But gay and bisexual men continue to be 
infected at much higher rates, said Jennifer 
Kates, Kaiser’s director of global health 
and HIV policy.
 
“We don’t have a generalized epidemic in 
the United States. We have a concentrated 
epidemic among certain populations,” she 
said.
 
That’s why a new national AIDS strategy, 
unveiled by the White House in July, is 

emphasizing more of a government focus 
on men who have sex with men and others 
at the highest risk of getting infected, 
Kates said.
 
The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends HIV testing at 
least once a year for all men who have 
sex with men and are sexually active, but 
research indicates more than half don’t get 
tested.  An earlier study in just five cities 
in 2004-05 found similar results.
 
The new study, conducted in 2008, 
included 16 additional cities. Researchers 
offered free testing to the men, 
interviewed them and paid around $25 for 
their participation.
 
Black men were more likely to have 
HIV, with 28 percent reportedly infected, 
compared to 18 percent of Hispanic men 
and 16 percent of white men.
 
Black men were also least likely to know 
they were infected — about 60 percent 
didn’t know they had HIV — compared 
46 percent of Hispanic men and 26 percent 
of whites.
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AIDS Walk Success
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

This year’s AIDS Walk was a big success.  
The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus, 
the Equality Band of Michigan, and 
LAHR all helped to make the AIDS 
Walk a success, with approximately 400 
participants and raising thousands of 
dollars to help those living with HIV/
AIDS in the mid-Michigan counties.

The Equality Band of Michigan (see 
picture) performed before the Walk 
and also served breakfast.  The Greater 
Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus (see picture) 
performed before the Walk and also served 
lunch as they have graciously done now 
for several years.  LAHR sponsored a 

team, promoted the event, helped raise 
funds and had an organizational booth.

LAHR and the Lansing Area AIDS 
Network (LAAN) have had a long history 
of cooperation.  One historical example 
was LAHR helping LAAN, when LAAN 
was founded, with the preparation of 
the paperwork for their 501(c)3 status.  
Check out the LAAN ad in each issue 
of The LGBT News, read the Positively 
Speaking article in each newsletter and 
most importantly – attend the annual 
Red Ribbon Gala auction and dinner on 
December 3rd at the Eagle Eye Golf Club 
at 15500 Chandler Road in East Lansing.

For information, visit the LAAN website 
at www.laanonline.org  or contact Jake 
Distel at 517-394-3719, Ext. 13 or Audrey 
Matisoff at 517-394-3719, Ext. 28.

Equality Band of Michigan performs at Valley Court Park in  
East Lansing for the AIDS Walk

The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus performs at  
Valley Court Park in  East Lansing for the AIDS Walk.

Gay Is a Crime in 76 
Countries
from the Inernet
 
A comprehensive study of gay rights 
conducted by the International Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex 
Association found that being gay is 
a crime for which individuals are 
persecuted in 76 countries worldwide. 
Seven of those countries punish same-
sex acts with death. 

“On a global scale, the nations doing 
something positive for gay rights are 
dwarfed by those behaving negatively,” 
the Independent on Sunday reported 
after seeing the study. “While 75 
countries will imprison you if you are 
gay, only 53 have anti-discrimination 
laws that apply to sexuality. Only 26 
countries recognize same-sex unions.” 

While Britain, home of the 
Independent, is considered a relatively 
progressive nation where gay people 

(Continued on page 11)

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

Scholarship Recipients

LAHR-PAC

identities at Michigan State University through his involvement in 
Spectrum, LBGT Caucus in East Complex, McDonel Black Caucus 
and MRULE, the Multi-Racial Unity Living Experience.

The Stephen P. Pougnet and Christopher J. Green Endowed 
Scholarship focuses on supporting the academic success and 
GLBT involvement of students enrolled in the Eli Broad College of 
Business, the College of Nursing or the Construction Management 
program. Two students, Kalleigh Landstra and Nicholas Pfost, were 
selected for this award. Kalleigh will be a junior in Media Arts. She 
served as the Director of Racial, Ethnic and Progressive Affairs 
with the Residence Hall Association and has a passion for activism. 
Nick is a James Madison College senior in Social Relations and 
Policy. Nick has served in many leadership roles with LBGT and 
professional student organizations, and was elected to serve as the 
Chair of the Alliance of LBGTA Students for 2010-2011. 

Many congratulations to these deserving scholarship recipients

To make a contribution to one of the scholarship programs, 
contact Jennifer Bertram, Director of Development, University 
Scholarships and Fellowships, by phone at (517) 432-7330 or by 
email at bertram9@msu.edu. 

For application information on MSU’s LBGTA scholarships, please 
visit http://lbgtrc.msu.edu/scholarships.htm.

Ingham County base. This is an ambitious 
undertaking.

Earlier this year, LAHR-PAC updated 
our guidelines for rating office seekers on 
LGBT issues. Perhaps, most notable – and 
telling -- is our request for candidates 
to take a stance on marriage equality. 
The new system has reaped some very 
interesting results many of which are 
positive, reflecting our age of rapidly 
changing attitudes.

Stressing that LAHR-PAC’s guidelines are 
just that – guidelines – please see below:

EXTREMELY POSITIVE – Indicates 
a positive candidate who has historically 
and consistently been positive and who 
has taken initiative to make positive 
changes

VERY POSITIVE - Indicates a 
candidate who has a public track record 
of supporting GLBT issues including 
marriage usually accompanied by a 
positive questionnaire

POSITIVE – Indicates a candidate who 
has returned a questionnaire showing 
clear support for GLBT issues or who has 
otherwise shown such support

MIXED – Indicates a candidate who 
has returned a questionnaire showing 
support for some GLBT issues and lack of 
support on other GLBT issues or who has 
otherwise shown such mixed support

NEGATIVE - Indicates a candidate who 
has illustrated that he/she is hostile to our 
issues  

VERY NEGATIVE – Indicates a 
candidate who has a public track record of 
being hostile to our issues

NO RATING – Indicates we did not send 
the candidate a questionnaire and we do 
not have other information on which to 
rate the candidate

IGNORED QUESTIONNAIRE – 
Indicates the candidate did not return a 
questionnaire and we do not have other 
information on which to rate the candidate

Mitten Mavens
Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby

 visit www.MittenMavens.net for our latest schedule
Don’t miss our next Bout!

Roller Derby
Demonstration Hall (MSU)

Home bouts begin at 7:00 pm
Tickets $5 - available at the door

www.MittenMavens.net for more information

Schedule & Information
For the latest information

on our Bout schedule,
or to learn more about 

us, visit our website
www.MittenMavens.net

Finally, at press time, a federal judge 
has overturned “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
in a case brought before her by Log 
Cabin Republicans, a well known LGBT 
organization. This is not the first time 
this group has lent active and significant 
support toward equality. Even if the ruling 
is overturned in the long run, I bid the Log 
Cabin folks a fond “Hats off!” for their 
efforts.

Considered heresy by some, it is my 
personal belief that the way forward 
for our movement is to embrace all 
our bothers and sisters in the political 
spectrum. In the next three decades of 
LAHR-PAC, I see more inclusion of multi 
political persuasions. It will take US ALL 
to reach our goal of full equality.

LAHR-PAC is an independent, registered 
political organization.

Visit us at LAHR-PAC on Facebook
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Violence is not Healthy for
Children and Other

Living Things

Learn more and take action at 
http://www.globalfundforwomen.org/

http://www.amnestyusa.org
http://www.thetaskforce.org/

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice
Working for Peace and Justice in the Lansing area 

Donations Welcome

www.glnawi.org 

Affirmations Changes
by Cassandra Varner,  
Director of Communications

The Board of Directors of Affirmations 
met recently to consider and respond 
to the results of a thorough review of 
the organization’s current financial 
position.  The results of that review 
provided the board with a clear indication 
that immediate action is required to 
realign the business model to bring 
program expenses in line with operating 
revenue.  Furthermore, the board initiated 
discussions around action that would need 
to be taken to strengthen the organization’s 
capital structure and address accumulated 
deficits.

 In response, effective the week of 
November 1, hours of operation at 

Affirmations will be reduced.  The center 
will be open from 4pm-9pm, Tuesday 
through Friday and from 1pm-9pm on 
Saturdays.  Programming will also be 
pared back, with focus being oriented 
toward the Center’s core services, as 
well as services that have received direct 
foundation funding.  Programming that 
supports youth, seniors, HIV/AIDS 
prevention and education, multicultural 
issues and LGBTQ family issues will 
continue.

“Although Kevin Howley does not 
officially come on board as interim CEO 
until November 1st, he has been working 
with the board over the last several weeks 
to identify the scope of the adjustments in 
the budget that need to be made,” noted 
Mary Rose MacMillan, Affirmations 
Board President.  “Given the difficult 
economic times and the challenges 
Affirmations and other nonprofits are 
facing, the Board has made this difficult, 
albeit responsible, decision. We are taking 
the necessary steps in order to return to a 
state of fiscal sustainability.”
 
The budget cuts will result in the reduction 
of both full and part-time staff and salary 
reductions for staff members that remain.  

Operating and programming cost savings 
are also anticipated with the reduced hours 
for the Center.

 “Restructuring is always difficult” 
added Ms. MacMillan, “but we have an 
obligation to our donors and stakeholders 
to make sure that we are operating 
in a sustainable fashion.  We will be 
reaching out to the community over the 
next 60 days to garner support around 
strengthening our balance sheet, to ensure 
that we are able to continue the important 
work we do to serve the needs of the 
LGBT community.”  

 Affirmations is Metro Detroit’s 
community center for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual & transgender (LGBT) people 
and their allies.  Open since 1989 and 
located in the Detroit suburb of Ferndale, 
Affirmations provides a welcoming space 
where people of all sexual orientations, 
gender identities & expressions, 
and cultures can find support and 
unconditional acceptance, and where they 
can learn, grow, socialize, and have fun.  
For more information, visit their website 
at www.GoAffirmations.org. 
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Your Support Is Needed!!!
Bill Beachler, Publisher

You are encouraged to renew your LAHR 
membership or join LAHR for the first 
time.  If you are a current LAHR member 
/ subscriber to The LGBT News, and you 
are receiving renewal letters or notes 
on the front of your Newsletter, please 
renew!!! 

Our memberships are critical to support 
this newsletter and also to help fund the 
many projects and activities of LAHR.  
We include a renewal letter within the 
newsletter for those whose membership 
is due.  Currently, we are sending a large 
number of these reminder letters and we 
need you to renew your membership.

In addition, if you are reading this 
newsletter from any of our distribution 
locations, such as, Lansing City Hall, 
Everybody Reads, Gone Wired, the 
Women’s Center, the MSU Alliance 
Office, Edgewood United Church, 
Goldenrod Music, Community Health, 
LAAN, Esquire, Spiral, Chrome Cat 
or at a local event, please clip out the 
membership form on page 15 and mail 
it to us for a new membership!!!

You are encouraged to place new or to 
continue advertising in The LBGT News.  
If you know of a business, service 
or group, please encourage them to 
advertise in the newsletter. Note the 
box on page 15 for more advertising 
information.  This is a critical source of 
funds for the newsletter!!! You are also 

encouraged to support those businesses 
and organizations who do advertise in the 
newsletter.  

Check out the ads in this newsletter, which 
include:  Jim Noble for real estate, Gary 
Hicks for your legal needs, American 
Flooring for your home improvement 
needs, Tom & Jerry’s Nice Old Things 
for estate liquidations and antiques, 
Everybody Reads for our community 
bookstore, Gone Wired for food and drink, 
Equality Michigan for our statewide 
LGBT organization, Mackerel Sky 
to beautify your home, Lansing Area 
AIDS Network to improve your health, 
Sundance for your car needs, City Pulse 
for the best local news and information, 
Northside Printing, and The Greater 
Lansing Network Against War & Injustice.  
Please support these businesses and 
organizations and recommend them to 
your family and friends.

can adopt children, can enjoy civil 
ceremonies, and are protected from 
discrimination by legislation.  Stonewall, 
a gay rights organization, says there is 
still work to be done. “We are mindful 
that however remarkable the progress we 
might be making in Britain is, there are 
countries around the world where people 
still live in fear of their lives just because 
of the way they were born,” said Ben 
Summerskill, Stonewall’s chief executive.  
Even in Britain, Stonewall says, two-
thirds of young lesbian, gay, and bisexual 
students are subject to homophobic 
bullying in school.  

According to Amnesty International, 
sub-saharan Africa, Eastern Europe, and 
the Middle East are the areas of greatest 
concern for gay rights, but the group is 
quick to also call out “Western nations 
becoming complacent.”  Referring to 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, Widney Brown 
of the group said: “The U.S. is the only 
country in NATO with a prohibition of 
being openly gay in the military.”

(Continued from page 9)
Crime
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Washington / Lansing Responds
Senator Carl Levin Responds to a LAHR Member

Subject:  Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell
 
Thank you for contacting me about the Department of Defense (DOD) Homosexual Conduct Policy, informally known as “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell.”  I appreciate you sharing your views with me.  
 
In my view, DOD’s current Homosexual Conduct Policy, which precludes openly gay, lesbian and bisexual individuals from serving 
in our armed forces, is a disservice to the brave men and women who comprise our all-volunteer force.  I opposed this discriminatory 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy when it came into existence, and I support its repeal.
 
The Senate Armed Services Committee, which I chair, held hearings on this issue in February and March of 2010.  In his testimony, 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates said that he fully supports President Obama’s decision to repeal Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.  He went 
on to say that the question before the military is not whether to make this change in policy, but how to make the change.  Accordingly, 
Secretary Gates initiated a Pentagon review of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” that would develop a plan to implement the repeal in the most 
informed and effective manner possible.
 
At the same hearing, Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, remarked that he and the Joint Chiefs were in 
complete support of Secretary Gates’ approach for repealing “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”  He also offered his personal belief saying that:
 
     “Allowing gays and lesbians to serve openly would be the right thing to do. No 
     matter how I look at this issue, I cannot escape being troubled by the fact that 
     we have in place a policy which forces young men and women to lie about who 
     they are in order to defend their fellow citizens.  For me personally, it comes 
     down to integrity, theirs as individuals and ours as an institution.”
 
According to a Washington Post/ABC News poll, an overwhelming majority of Americans share Admiral Mullen’s belief.  The 
February 2010 poll found that 75% of Americans support allowing gay men and lesbians to serve openly in the U.S. military.  This is a 
clear indication that a majority of Americans agree with the military’s top civilian and uniformed leaders that “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
should be repealed.
 
On May 27, 2010, the Senate Armed Services Committee approved an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) for 2011 that, if signed into law, would repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” effective 60 days after the President, Secretary of 
Defense, and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff certify to Congress that (1) they have considered the report of the Department 
of Defense comprehensive review of the implementation of repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell; (2) the Defense Department has prepared 
the necessary policies and regulations to implement the repeal; and (3) the implementation of these policies and regulations is 
consistent with the standards of military readiness, military effectiveness, unit cohesion, and recruiting and retention.
 
The passage of this amendment was an important step to ending this discriminatory policy, as it provides for the completion of the 
Pentagon review of how to effectively end the ban and ensures that its repeal will not disrupt our military’s readiness, morale or 
cohesion.  A similar amendment, introduced by Representative Patrick Murphy (D-PA), was attached to the House-version of the 
NDAA for 2011, which was passed on May 28, 2010.
 
My objective is a complete repeal of the discriminatory “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, and I will continue to work toward that 
end.  Thank you again for writing, and I will be sure to keep your 
views in mind as Congress continues to consider this matter.

Sincerely, 
Carl Levin, United States Senator

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received many emails from people, 
including my own, from governmental officials on a variety of 
subjects.  Beginning in May, 2009, I am going to include one letter per 
month entitled “Washington / Lansing Responds.”  I hope these letters 
provide you a better understanding of where our elected officials 
stand on important LGBT issues and a better understanding of the 
issue.  If you receive responses, please email them to me.  Thank You!)
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(Continued on page 13)

LAHR Grants Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

(Publisher Note – Each month I intend to 
provide a report that provides information 
and progress about our three LAHR 
grants.  LAHR has approved grants with 
Gateway Community Services, MSU 
College of Human Medicine / Medical 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (Med/
FLAG) and MSU School of Social Work. ) 
 
Joe Marutiak, LAHR project manager, 
reports on the MSU School of Social 
Work grant regarding aging services  that 
the school is still gathering data.  One 
question we hope to answer is – do you 
worry about finding an LGBT friendly 

place when you need one?  Check out the 
aging article in this issue of the newsletter 
for an example of why this grant is 
important to us.

Nancy English, LAHR project manager, 
reports that MedFLAG hosted a showing 
of an LGBT film every Friday this past 
October for Coming Out month.  The 
group is selling MedFlag t-shirts in a 
variety of colors to help raise money for 
future programming.  (See the graphic.)  
They are also selling/getting pledges 
regarding rainbow Caduceus pins that 
medical students can wear on their white 
coat - the pin will indicate to patients 
and colleagues that the wearer is safe to 
confide in and come out to. In the past, 
MedFLAG has offered the pins for free in 
exchange for a pledge from the student to 

act as an ally. 
MedFLAG is bringing in Dr. Henry 
Ng in the spring to speak; MedFLAG 
will also be hosting an LGBT Health 
Awareness Week at the end of March, 
2011 that will include speakers.  David 
Kozishek, an MSU assistant professor and 
member of the LAHR Board notes  that 
MedFLAG will probably be purchasing a 
few reference books/booklets on LGBTQ 
health issues for College of Human 
Medicine students.  

A New Disabilities Group
by Frank Vaca, LAHR Board

LGBTQA with Disabilities meets weekly 
to offer a peer support group for those who 
are Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Questioning, Self Identified, or Allies 
(LGBTQA). We shall seek to offer advice 
and information to our group members. 
Combat social isolation of our group 
members. Talk about LGBT issues in the 
Disabled community and Disabled issues 
in the LGBT community. In general, what 
it’s like to be LGBTQA with a disability.
 
We shall not interfere with the daily 
workings of Capital Area Independent 
Living Center. Deprive others of the 
opportunity to speak or be heard. Interfere 
with the rights of others or invade their 
privacy. Damage property or become a 
vigilante group. No cost to the Capital 
Area Center for Independent living who 
provides us with a room.
 
We shall seek out volunteer organizations 
both Disabled and LGBT that are 
affirming, who might provide some 
dialogue to our discussions.
 
GROUND RULES: 
Treat everyone with Respect and Dignity 
Agree to disagree 
This is not a hookup space 
 
Tuesdays 
 5:30pm-7:30pm 
Capital Area Center for Independent 
Living 
2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Lansing, Michigan, 48906 
 
Please pass around to interested parties!
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For all your printing needs:

3711 Plaza Drive • Lansing, MI 48906 • 517.321.3731 • Fax: 517.321.1283 • northside7@sbcglobal.net

Our advertising rates:

  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Advertise in the LGBT News! 
Elderly Gay Couple 
Mistreated
from the Internet

(Publisher’s Note – the following 
story was sent to me as an example of 
discrimination faced by elderly LGBT 
people.  This example is from California 
and was posted on the internet.) 

Clay Greene, a 78-year-old gay man, 
said Sonoma County forced him and his 
88-year-old partner into separate nursing 
homes, denied the couple’s relationship, 
sold off their possessions and kept them 
apart until the partner died.

The county denied violating the men’s 
rights.  Greene’s lawyers said the county 
and a nursing home had agreed to a 
$653,000 settlement with Greene and the 
estate of Harold Scull, his partner of 20 
years.

“This victory sends an unmistakable 
message that all elders must be treated 
with respect and dignity, regardless of 
their sexual orientation, and that those who 
mistreat elders must be held accountable,” 
said attorney Amy Todd-Gher of the 
National Center for Lesbian Rights in San 
Francisco, which represented Greene.
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SUNDAY
•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 

a.m. service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.
•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 

800 Abbot, East Lansing.
•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 

10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 

9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing
•	 Volleyball - Volleyball  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing 

Mall.  For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 
United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  
Meetings for Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 
10:30 - 11:30  am.  Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus - 7-9pm @ University Lutheran 

church, 1020 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday at Holiday Lanes in Frandor. Starts at 9pm 

until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride.  For information, contact 
Darren at canejoda@gmail.com .

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 LGBTQA with Disabilities Group - weekly at 5:30pm-7:30pm - at Capital 
Area Center for Independent Living, 2812 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in 
Lansing - for more information, contact Frank Vaca on Facebook

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 

- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 8-10 
p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. For 
questions or info contact Kevin Magnan at kevinmagnan@yahoo.com

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
THURSDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu 

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month – at the Old Country 

Buffet at 2301 at 2301 West Grand River in Okemos - just east of the Coral 
Gables..  Contact Bill 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or 

Monday at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For 
exact information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Calendar of Events!
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