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Lansing’s LGBT Connection!

DINING OUT FOR LIFE
WHAT IS DINING OUT FOR LIFE? 

Dining Out For Life is an international 
fundraising event held annually in over 60 
cities throughout the United 
States and Canada.  It was 
created in Philadelphia in 
1991 by ActionAIDS, and 
in 1993 Action AIDS began 
offering licenses to other AIDS 
Service Organizations around the 
country.  On Thursday April 29, 
2010, those cities will once 
again host the event, and we 
are pleased to announce that 
2010 will mark the Lansing 
Area AIDS Network’s (LAAN) first 
year of participation.  This event will be 
realized through the generous participation 
of restaurants throughout the Greater 
Lansing Area.  In exchange for pledging a 
minimum of 25% of their day’s food (and 
possible bar) sales, restaurants receive 
promotional materials and are listed in a 
region wide marketing and advertising 
campaign in an effort to increase customer 
traffic on Thursday, April 29.  The funds 
raised will benefit people living with 
HIV and AIDS throughout the Central 
Michigan Region. 

(Continued on page 3)

Michigan Pride will be Saturday, June 12, 2010.  The 
Brunch and Silent Auction has been announced at 
the Radisson  on Sunday, April 18, 2010.  Starting in 
March through June, The LGBT News will be includ-
ing two pictures per month from last year’s Michi-
gan Pride – thanks to Mark Sartor for the photos.  
This year’s pride festival will be held in Old Town 
behind the 
Chrome 
Cat and 
around the 
fish lad-
der.  There 
will be a 
parade and 
rally at the 
Capitol. 

RFP may be found at 
www.lahronline.org 

Proposal deadline is May 1, 2010
Questions contact Damita Zweiback at 

517-335-8007  
Or e-mail:  damitazweiback@

zweibackgroup.com 
 

Thanks

DINING OUT FOR LIFE WILL RAISE 
COMMUNITY AWARENESS

Dining Out For Life not only provides 
critically needed funding but will also 
enhance awareness about HIV and AIDS 

and how the disease impacts the 
entire community.

DINING OUT FOR LIFE 
HAS PROVEN HIGHLY 
SUCCESSFUL

In 2009 over $3 
Million was raised by 
participating AIDS 

Service Organizations.  
LAAN is hopeful that Dining out for Life 
will become one of three annual signature 
events including AIDS Walk and the Red 
Ribbon Gala.  We are hopeful that with its 
introductory year, Dining Out for Life will 
net a minimum of $15,000 for LAAN.
 
WHY SHOULD YOUR 
RESTAURANT PARTICIPATE?
 
1. IT’S GREAT FOR BUSINESS!  

The event will attract diners 
who are generous and passionate 
about the work that LAAN does. 

Your support targets prospective 
diners that appreciate and understand 
the impact that HIV/AIDS has on our 
communities.  Assigned Restaurant 
Ambassadors will also be challenged 
with the task of securing diners for 
their perspective restaurants. 

LAHR Grant Proposals 
being requested!



by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

At several different events at which I was a participant this week, much of what I heard was about our state’s 
budget crisis.  Over the years our state legislators have resisted any discussion about raising taxes.  We 
have balanced the budget by a multitude of cuts to health care, education, early childhood education, old 
people, and other services of importance to our citizens.  And it is not just the vulnerable among us that are 
experiencing the deep hurt of these cuts. All of us have a stake in these issues. 

In this state, there are no more cuts to reasonably be taken and yet we continue to resist raising more taxes.  
If we wish to be a state that offers opportunity for our country and state’s brightest and hardest workers, we 

need to solve the budget crisis for the long term.  We are losing jobs by the hundreds of thousands; we are losing residents by 
the tens of thousands.  And if you think about this in the realm of losses of tax revenue, you can easily see, we have to find other 
sources of revenue than from our current revenue structure: Income tax, property tax, sales tax revenues have all fallen sharply in 
Michigan. We can put two and two together to see the risk of doing nothing.  

So why is the President of LAHR raising this flying high and prominent red flag to you our readers?  I haven’t even said anything 
specific about Lesbians, Gay Men, Bisexual and Transgender Women and Men yet in these first 150 words.

Here is why.  Our future depends on our being present in this debate.  Our representatives-in most cases the title is a misnomer - 
keep telling us their constituents are not weighing in on the issue of raising more revenue by raising taxes.  It is mostly not true. 
Many of us do weigh in over and over again.  Many legislators choose not to tackle this solvable problem.  

A graduated income tax is one sure way to begin to solve our revenue crisis in Michigan.  Tax the richer more and tax the poorer 
less.  Michigan currently has a flat tax system; everyone from the richest to the poorest pays the same percentage of our income 
to the state.  Currently 43 of the States in these 50 United States already have a graduated income tax system. Michigan is one of 
only seven states that persists in clinging to the failing flat income tax structure.  

This is a complicated issue and I urge you to educate yourselves, and become involved with this campaign to protect all of us 
who value our lives here in our diverse and beautiful state.  Let’s get our state back on the right track again.   

Encouragingly, 

Penny Gardner, President
 
PS, an old friend died recently.  Her last message to many of us was “Keep opening toward peace.”  I want to pass it on.  This 
message means a lot to me, and in some ways it of course has meaning to the issues I raise here.  P.

Letter from the Prez
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Subscribe to 

GLBT News
and receive a

FREE T-Shirt!

(Continued from page 1)
DINING OUT FOR LIFE

2. IT’S GREAT FOR 
RECOGNITION!  
Dining Out for Life has proven to be 
a tremendously popular night in other 
cities.  Promotional materials will 
reach a large audience. 

3. GREAT PROMOTION! 
LAAN’s Dining Out For Life will 
be advertised in area newspapers 
and online--in addition to print 
advertising, promotion on radio 
stations and television. Dining Out 
For Life will be sure to provide 
added exposure for the participating 
restaurants and sponsors.  

4. OTHER BUSINESSES ARE 
WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE 
As in several other cities, LAAN 
will be inviting other businesses to 
participate in the Dining Out for 
Life Event as sponsors or event 
participants.  Salons and Night 
Clubs have proven highly successful 
partners in other cities.

HOW YOUR RESTAURANT CAN 
PARTICIPATE…

Contact Jacob Distel via phone or e-mail 
and a 2010 Restaurant Agreement and 
other materials will be provided; 517-394-
3719, Ext. 13 or jdistel@laanonline.org.  
If you have any questions feel free to call.

Positively Speaking
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.
 

Dining Out for Life

LANSING AREA 
AIDS NETWORK
Dining Out For 
Life 2010

Thursday, April 29, 2010

An Inaugural LAAN Event for a Critical 
Need

The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is pleased to announce the inauguration 
of what is slated to become an annual 
benefit for the agency, Dining Out For 
Life.  Dining Out for Life is scheduled for 
Thursday April 29, 2010.  Please join us.

Dining Out For Life is an international 
fundraising event held annually in over 
60 cities throughout the United States 
and Canada.  The event was created in 
Philadelphia in 1991 by ActionAIDS. In 
1993 ActionAIDS began offering licenses 
to other AIDS Service Organizations 
around the country.  On Thursday April 
29, 2010, those cities will once again host 
the event, and I am pleased to announce 
that LAAN has successfully secured 
licensure as a participating city.  2010 will 
mark LAAN’s first year of participation.  I 
am certain that it will become a signature 
event for the agency.  

This event is made possible through 
the generous support of participating 
restaurants throughout the Greater Lansing 
Area.  Participating restaurants agree to 
donate a percentage of their proceeds from 
April 29, 2010 to LAAN.  In exchange 
LAAN promotes the event and assigns a 
Restaurant Ambassador to each restaurant.  
The Restaurant Ambassador is responsible 
for promoting Dining Out For Life relative 
to that specific restaurant and increasing 
the day’s business.  Ambassadors also 
serve as a link in coordinating the event 
between LAAN and the restaurant.

All patrons at participating restaurants 
will have the opportunity to enter a prize 
drawing.  Although donations would be 
requested they are not necessary.  By 

simply providing contact information 
(with or without a donation), restaurant 
patrons will be entered into a drawing for 
a $500 cash prize as well as minor prizes.

In 2009 over $3 Million was raised by 
participating AIDS Service Organizations.  
LAAN is hopeful that Dining out for Life 
will become one of three annual signature 
events including AIDS Walk and the Red 
Ribbon Gala.  We are hopeful that with its 
introductory year, Dining Out for Life will 
net a minimum of $8,000 for LAAN.

Dining Out For Life not only provides 
critically needed funding but will also 
enhance awareness about HIV and AIDS 
and how the disease impacts the entire 
community.  Please join the staff, Board of 
Directors and supporters of LAAN at one 
of our participating restaurants on April 
29, 2010 for a very worthy cause.  

Although a complete list of participating 
restaurants is not currently available as I 
submit this article, those restaurants that 
have agreements are; Coral Gables, 2838 
East Grand River, East Lansing, Pablo’s 
Old Town Restaurant, 311 East Grand 
River, Lansing, and Coffee Jam, 6427 
Centurion Dr., Lansing.  Other restaurants 
will be finalized in the weeks ahead.  

For a full list of participating websites, 
please visit the Dining Out  For Life 
page at www.laanonline.org.  If you 
have any questions or would like further 
information please contact Jacob Distel at 
517-394-3719, Ext. 13.

The local event is being sponsored by 
Olivia Martin, Financial Advisor, Wells 
Fargo Advisors and Williams Auto World.

Thanks,

Jake
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Patina Enlightenment

by Damita J. Zweiback, 
DPA

Baggage

I often hear a person 
speak of someone he or she knows 
who has “a lot of” baggage.  Usually 
they are speaking of a potential or past 
relationship.  They will often make 
comments such as “He has a lot of 
baggage, which I can’t deal with,” or, “I 
don’t want to carry around someone else’s 
baggage.”  Recently, I was reading a book 
in which the person was discussing the 
bags people carry.  I stopped to wonder 
what this meant.  I tried to arrive at a 
clear visual of what one may describe 
as baggage and how carrying baggage 
might appear.  This led me to a series of 
questions.

First, just what is the essence of 
“baggage” anyway?  Second, how would 
you describe yours?  That is, of course, 
if you have baggage.  I am sure most of 
you do not, but for the sake of those who 
do, the ones with whom you don’t want 
a relationship because your closets are 
too small, explore the answers to these 
questions with me.

Is your baggage like a hefty garbage sack 

(Continued on page 6)

that should have been taken out to the 
dumpster and left there long ago?  Is it 
like designer luggage that gets stored in 
the closet and brought out once or twice 
a year for an emotional “trip” then stored 
up again?  Is it a small “carry-on” bag 
that you prefer to keep with you no matter 
where you travel on life’s journey because 
it serves as a sympathy grabber? Is it a 
hand-bag, book-bag, or leather brief-case 
that you sling over your shoulder and is 
present with you daily?  

Have you taken time to examine the 
contents of your baggage lately? Is your 
baggage filled with the negative stuff 
that you quite haven’t dealt with or 
gotten over?  You know the stuff, past 
hurts, rejections, wounds, current bad 
habits, and pain you’re causing someone 
else; the stuff you refuse to do anything 
about because you believe that it is 
nicely packed away and is out of the 
way?  Are you clinging tightly to your 
baggage because it is filled with false 
ideas and securities such as a job title, 
position, a stock portfolio, real estate, or a 
relationship?

 Does the amount of baggage determine 
whether or not you enter a relationship or 
not?  Why is it so much easier to spot and 
describe someone else’s baggage and not 
our own? What is “a lot of” baggage and 
what isn’t?  How do you peak in one’s 
closet to measure their quantity of bags 
before you enter the relationship?

The truth is we all have a bag or more that 
we carry with us or that is tucked away 
neatly.  Really, isn’t baggage a matter of 
interpretation?  I am beginning to believe 
the concern isn’t how much baggage 
one has, but more so the quality of one’s 
baggage.  Most people would interpret 
baggage as negative unresolved issues.  
However, let me offer you another, more 
positive way of thinking about baggage, 
particularly your own.

I have come to accept that I have baggage.  
I try to keep my set as nice as possible, 
no torn or ripped fabric, no broken 
handles; wheels are intact and rolling, 
no busted zippers, and no pockets with 
holes.  With every emotional “trip” I take, 
I clean out my carry-on and re-pack it 
with fresh items for the next go around 
(because I know there will be one).  Now, 
I think of my baggage as:  Blessings, 
Accomplishments, Goals, Gratitude, 
Aptitude, Grace, and Experience.  I’m 
looking for baggage that goes with mine.  
Are you?

As always, your comments are welcome.  
Email me at djdz@hotmail.com .

Internet’s Biggest LGBT 
Real Estate Site
(Publisher’s Note – I am continuing to 
receive articles about LGBT Real Estate.  
In past months I split an article into a 
two parts.  Part 1 was in the February 
issue and Part 2 was in the March issue.  
Although the articles promote Gay Real 
Estate, Inc., they do provide useful LGBT 
Housing information, so here is another 
one.  If anyone thinks I should not provide 
this information / promotion, please let me 
know.) 

GayRealEstate.com, the world’s largest 
and most popular online LGBT real 
estate and mortgage finance network, 
will celebrate the end of the year with 
a completely revamped and much more 
extensive and dynamic new website. 

For many years, members of the global 
LGBT community have taken advantage 
of numerous free resources provided 
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All I’m Saying...

by Dan Boutell

The Beginning

Ok, so here we go…… 

I have always wanted to be a writer.  
Actually, I have always wanted to do 
many things.  It’s the follow through I 
have a problem with.  Now, if you were 
to ask anyone that knows me, lack of 
follow through, would not be something 
they would associate with me.  I always 
follow through with tasks, promises, etc. 
but, with my dreams and ambitions, not 
always.

First of all, I would like to give you a little 
background on myself so you can get a 
feel of where I’m coming from.  I came 
out at the ripe old age of 33.  That’s pretty 
much dead in gay years.  I was already 
past my prime.  I grew up in a small 
conservative town here in Michigan and 

knew of no gay people growing up nor, 
had I ever met any.  I almost had a gay 
experience in college but, chickened out.  
I also wasn’t sure if he was coming on to 
me or just really drunk and friendly.  After 
that, I just went with the flow trying to 
follow a “normal” life.

My partner and I have been together over 
eight years now.  He used to write an 
article for this newsletter (this is another 
reason I wanted to do this).  We both used 
to be married and each has two children.  
He has boys, I have girls.  It’s kind of cool 
actually.  We only get to see our kids on 
weekends but, they do get along pretty 
well for the most part.  He is my first real 
long term gay relationship.  He came out 
earlier than me so, I looked to him for a lot 
of guidance our first few months together.  
It was all new to me.  We bought our first 
house together a little over five years ago.  
We have survived kids (so far), buying 
and decorating a house, putting in a pond 
without incident and several vacations.  
For that I am very thankful.  I am a “Glass 
is half full” kind of person.  I tend to 
see the positive in things.  I am a strong 

believer in Karma.  I tend to be pretty 
altruistic.  I tend to babble………

Anyway, I have decided to give my muse 
a try and take myself out of my comfort 
zone.  What’s the purpose of this column 
you may ask?  I haven’t decided yet.  I can 
be an extremely sarcastic person.  I also 
enjoy making people laugh.  I do have 
some serious things that I wish to express 
as well.  So, I think this will be a learning 
experience for me and for the reader as 
well.  My goal is to write an article that 
will stand out and at the same time either 
makes the reader think or put a smile on 
his or her face.  I will talk about things 
I know such as; coming out, children, 
marriage, home ownership, committed 
relationships and whatever else I wish to 
delve into or occasionally something a 
reader suggests.  The point is, I’m going 
to have some fun with this.  Thanks for 
reading!

Tell me what you think, comments 
(hopefully positive) always welcome - - 
write me at: allimsaying@yahoo.com
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

That Sad Day 
Planning for the 
Inevitable Part 

And I won’t feel the flowing of the time 
when I’m gone

All the pleasures of love will not be mine 
when I’m gone

My pen won’t pour a lyric line 
when I’m gone

So I guess I’ll have to do it  
while I’m here

 

-  from When I’m Gone by Phil Ochs

If joint real estate is owned as tenants in 
common, and if the deceased’s family 
members manage to gain legal access 
to the house, all hell can break loose.  I 
have had a number of cases where the 
house was invaded by the survivors of the 
deceased, in one case during the funeral, 
and a great deal of personal property 
disappeared.  If you and your partner 
own real property as joint tenants, then 
the family members of the deceased 
cannot legally gain access to the property.  
Trespass laws would apply and you could 
call the police if necessary.  This scenario 
will be very familiar to some of you, but 
will sound odd to others.  It all depends 
on your own experience.  Again, it is easy 
enough to change the type of ownership 
of real estate.  An attorney can draft a new 
deed, which should be properly signed and 
recorded with the register of deeds in the 
county where the real property is located.

I also recommend that couples maintain a 
list of tangible personal property, signed 
and dated by both persons.  The list would 
clearly indicate who owns what, i.e., what 
is joint and what is individually owned.  
It is useful to include a statement such 
as “any tangible personal property in the 
house at (address) which is not on this 
list is owned by us jointly.”  This list can 
stand alone or it can be an attachment 
to the joint property agreement which 
I mentioned in Part 5 of this series of 
articles.

Marilyn and Penny 
13 years

April

Cheryl VanDeKerkhove & 
Nicole Hiserote

4 years
April 26

(Continued on page 12)(Continued on page 14)

Movie Review
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

A new gay movie, “Is It Just Me,” an 
upbeat romantic comedy, had its Michigan 
premiere Friday and Saturday, March 5 
and 6 in Detroit at the Burton Theatre as 
part of the first-ever Detroit Independent 
Film Festival.  Detroit was about the 
second stop on its tour around the country.  
The movie was outstanding for a low 
budget film and be prepared to shed a tear 
as well as laugh.  What happens after the 
premiere, playing in theaters or distributed 
as a DVD, has not been determined.  

Prior to the movie, everyone had the 
opportunity to meet the lead actor, 
Nicholas Downs, pictured above, the 
Writer / Director, J.C. Calciano, and the 
Producer, Mike Amato.  We actually were 
able to talk to Nicholas Downs for several 
minutes.  They also held a question and 
answer period following the movie.

Nicholas Downs played the role, of 
the charming, gay, hopeless romantic , 
“Blaine” in “Is It Just Me?”  Blaine was 
on a seemingly impossible quest to find 
Mr. Right.  Downs has also filmed parts 
for big-budget flicks like “Pearl Harbor” 
(credited as the “Terrified Sailor”) and 
several other independent dramas.

by GayRealEstate.com – the biggest 
source of LGBT real estate and mortgage 
information on earth. But now the LGBT 
community has even more to look forward 
to, because GayRealEstate.com (GRE) 
recently completed a comprehensive and 
exciting revamp of its entire site. Features 
include a totally fresh design, a more 
intuitive user-friendly experience, and 
literally hundreds of brand new sub-sites 
that offer customized information based 
on specific real estate locations.

“The GRE site has a fantastic new look 
and the improved navigation makes it 
easier for web surfers to find exactly 
what they are looking for,” explains 
Greg Moreno, President of LionCube 
Software®.

 LGBT buyers and sellers can use the site 
to find qualified gay / lesbian and gay-
friendly Realtors® virtually anywhere in 
the world, and Realtors® can likewise use 
the site to connect with new LGBT clients 
or showcase listings free at sister site 
GayHome.com. Because the site now has 
hundreds of new resources organized by 
location, it is possible to simply go online 
and do fast and easy searches of any 
destination – from anywhere in the world 
– 24 hours a day. “There are 875 new sub 
sites, all related to LGBT real estate, and 
they focus on specific areas or locations,” 
Moreno describes. “So if someone is 
particularly interested in the Seattle 
LGBT market, for example, there is now 
a dedicated sub-site, ‘seattlegayrealestate.
com,’ which is especially focused on that 
city.”

(Continued from page 4)
Real Estate
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The U.S. Census and LGBT 
Households
Every 10 years, under our Constitution, 
the U.S. Census Bureau attempts 
to conduct an accurate count of all 
Americans and households, including 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
Americans and our families.
Census statistics guide many vital 
government decisions. Federal and state 
governments use census numbers to 
form congressional district boundaries 
and to distribute billions of dollars for 
social services.  Non-profit organizations 
use census statistics to plan services for 
individuals and their families, influencing 
the locations for schools, roads and 
hospitals, for example. 

Make sure to participate in the 
2010 Census and be counted! 

How many same-sex couples live in 
your state?
Using census data and other sources of 
information, we know that children in 
gay and lesbian couple households have 
poverty rates twice those of children in 
heterosexual married couple households.

Gay Men’s Chorus Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus 
is now rehearsing for the Spring 2010 
concert entitled “YOU CAN’T STOP 
THE BEAT.” The spring concert will be 
on Friday & Saturday, June 4 & 5, 2010 
at Lansing Community College’s Dart 
Auditorium at 8:00 PM. 
 
Rehearsals are every Tuesday from 6:45 to 
8:45 PM at the First Presbyterian Church 
at 510 W. Ottawa Street in downtown 
Lansing.  Even if you can’t sing, consider 
becoming a non-singing volunteer! 
 
Mark your calendars.  For more 
information, check out the website at 
http://www.glgmc.org

Washington /  
Lansing Responds
Senator Carl Levin Responds to a 
LAHR Member

Subject:   Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell

Thank you for contacting me about 
the Department of Defense (DOD) 
Homosexual Conduct Policy, informally 
known as “don’t ask, don’t tell.” I 
appreciate you sharing your views with 
me.  
 
In my view, DOD’s current Homosexual 
Conduct Policy, which precludes openly 
gay, lesbian and bisexual individuals 
from serving in our armed forces, is a 
disservice to the brave men and women 
who comprise our all-volunteer force. 
I opposed this discriminatory “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy when it came into 
existence, and I support its repeal. 
 
President Obama has pledged to work 
with Congress and the DOD to repeal the 
Homosexual Conduct Policy so that gay, 
lesbian and bisexual service members can 
serve openly. I believe any revision to this 
policy must be done in a thoughtful and 
careful manner and with a buy-in from the 
military. To that end, the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, which I chair, will 
hold hearings on this issue in early 2010. I 
will be sure to keep your views in mind as 
Congress continues to consider this matter. 
 
Thank you again for writing.

Sincerely, 
Carl Levin, United States Senator

(Publisher’ Note – I have now received 
many emails from people, including my 
own, from governmental officials on a 
variety of subjects.  Beginning in May, 
2009, I am going to include one letter per 
month entitled “Washington / Lansing 
Responds.”  I hope these letters provide 
you a better understanding of where our 
elected officials stand on important LGBT 
issues and a better understanding of the 
issue.  If you receive responses, please 
email them to me.  Thank You!)

7April 2010



Black History Month
,from The Encylopedia of Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Culture 
www.glbtq.com

James Baldwin, a pioneering figure 
in twentieth-century literature, wrote 
sustained and articulate challenges 
to American racism and mandatory 
heterosexuality. 

The circumstances of Baldwin’s birth were 
unremarkable: He was born on August 
2, 1924, at Harlem Hospital in New 
York City to a poor, unmarried, twenty-
year- old woman named Emma Berdis 
Jones. But his death sixty-three years 
later on December 1, 1987, at his home in 
southern France was an event reported on 
the front pages of newspapers around the 
world. Indeed, his journey from a difficult 
childhood in Harlem to his eventual status 
as a legendary artist with a large and loyal 
international audience constitutes one of 
the most compelling American life-stories 
of the twentieth century. 

Baldwin’s early years were deeply 
troubled. At home, he was terrorized by 

an abusive stepfather; outside the home, 
he was taunted by his peers because of 
his diminutive stature and effeminate 
mannerisms. As an adolescent, he 
sought refuge in the church, and after an 
emotionally charged spiritual conversion, 
he became at age fourteen a minister who 
regularly preached at evangelical churches 
in and near Harlem. As a young adult, 
he held a variety of odd jobs: He was 
at times a railroad construction worker, 
waiter, busboy, and elevator operator. It 
was during this time that he began to write 
seriously, beginning with book reviews 
and essays. 

During his young adulthood, he also 
became fully aware of the implications 
of being black in America. Everyday 
exposure to racism left him deeply 
wounded. His increasing consciousness 
of his homosexuality added to his pain 
and confusion. To escape what he felt was 
impending madness, he left for Paris in 
1948 with forty dollars in his pocket and 
no knowledge of French. In France, where 
he would spend the better part of his 
remaining years, he became a professional 
writer. 

A prolific artist, Baldwin published 
twenty-two books during a career that 
lasted nearly forty years; he wrote formal 
essays, fiction, drama, and poetry. In his 
early collections of elegantly written 
essays--such as Notes of a Native Son 
(1955) and Nobody Knows My Name 
(1961)--he combined autobiography 
with trenchant cultural analysis to create 
brilliant critiques of American race 
relations. 
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Friday Night Dinner at 
Bangkok House

by Gary Hicks, 
LAHR Board

The LAHR monthly 
Friday night dinner 
group will meet at the 
Bangkok House on 
Friday,
April 16, 2010, at 

6:30 p.m.  Bangkok House is located at 
420 E. Saginaw, at the corner of Cedar 
St., in Lansing. This event is open to all 
members of the LGBT community, as 
well as friends and family, and affords an 
opportunity to socialize over a relaxing 
meal. 

Please RSVP to garyatmsu@aol.com, if 
you plan to attend.

Bad Transgender News
from the Internet

A fledgling politician, 27-year-old 
Michigan Representative Paul Scott 
(R-Grand Blanc) is a social conservative 
and is entering his sophomore year as a 
Michigan representative. Scott, a rising 
star within the state Republican Party, has 
grown up fast by GOP standards.  He’ll 
be seeking its nomination for Secretary of 
State, largely on the merit of a statewide, 
public smoking ban he helped legislate.
 
Ironically, Scott resorts to a smoke 
screen to launch his nomination bid.  In 
the official announcement letter of his 
candidacy for Michigan Secretary of State, 
Scott said he’ll work to change several 
Michigan social policies, including one 
that hits home in the LGBT community.
 
Scott will make it a priority to ensure 
transgender individuals will not be 
allowed to change the sex on their driver’s 
license in any circumstance.  Of course, 
Scott’s transphobic intent is no joke. He’s 
serious about taking back a policy change 
enacted by the current Secretary of State 
five years ago.

In a letter to Secretary of State Terry Lynn 
Land in February of 2005 Jay Kaplan, 
staff attorney for the ACLU of Michigan’s 
LGBT Project, argued against the 
discriminatory nature of the longstanding 
policy which permitted gender marker 
change to the driver’s license only after 
gender reassignment surgery.
 
In addressing the driver’s license/state ID 
issue with the Secretary of State Kaplan 
wrote:

“The current policy excludes a majority 
of the transgender community, who have 
been diagnosed with gender dysphoria 
and are under treatment of medical 
professionals. Most transgender persons 
cannot afford sexual reassignment surgery, 

Tiny Victory for  
Transgender Community
from the Internet

The transgender community in France 
won a small victory last month as the 
nation took transsexualism from the 
official list of mental disorders – the first 
nation in the world to make such a move. 

According to Time magazine, the move 
is just the beginning. In practice, French 
transsexuals said, the move won’t make 
much of a difference with regard to 
medical and legal rights.

“It’s a symbolic victory,” Georges-
Louis Tin told Time. He is president of 
the Paris-based IDAHO group, which 
fights homophobia and transphobia. 
“Transsexuals are no longer mentally ill. 
They’re normal citizens. But we haven’t 
yet reached the point where they’re 
allowed to make their own decisions 
instead of depending on doctors and 
psychiatrists.” 

  
France’s health care system does cover 

sex-change surgeries and treatments are 
covered by the state, but patients said they 
have little choice in selecting their doctor. 
Many cross the Belgian border, where 
doctors specialize in sex-change surgery, 
but where the cost is higher.

nor have health insurance that will pay for 
such surgery.”

The Secretary of State agreed with 
Kaplan. On April 1, 2005, the policy was 
amended in Michigan to allow gender 
marker revisions to the driver’s license, if 
accompanied by a supporting letter from a 
gender therapist.
 
So here we are today, five years later..  
One is not sure what’s worse - Scott’s 
hostile campaign rhetoric, an intolerant 
attack on an already disenfranchised 
minority or his supreme ignorance 
regarding gender identity issues facing 
transgender Michiganders. 

 An excerpt from Scott’s interview with 
the Michigan Messenger reveals the man 
behind the words.  “It’s a social values 
issue. If you are born a male, you should 
be known as a male.  Same as with a 
female, she should be known as a female.”

When asked to explain how such a 
mandate from the Secretary of State 
would benefit Michigan, he said it was 
about “preventing people who are males 
genetically from dressing as a woman and 
going into female bathrooms.”  He said 
his mandate would be in place even for 
those who had completely undergone sex 
reassignment surgeries.  “That’s who you 
are. You can have cosmetic surgery or 
reassignment surgery but you are still that 
gender,” he said.  Playing the bathroom 
card is nothing new. It’s time-tested, social 
conservative fear-mongering. 
 
Scott aims to abolish Michigan’s small, 
but hard-fought gain in transgender 
equality under the rhetorical guise of a 
return to “social values.” Law & order the 
old-fashioned way:  discriminatory policy 
against outliers of the hetero-normative 
mainstream.  No wonder one of social 
conservative’s self-proclaimed young stars 
is calling on a tried and true formula--fear 
mongering--to polarize a non-issue into 
a rallying cry to carry his fundamentally 
flawed campaign. 
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HOW WOULD YOU 
SPEND IT?

The 2010 annual budget request ($533.7 
billion) for the Defense Department is only a 

portion of what the U.S. spends on its  
military. In total, the government will spend  

over $1 Trillion in 2010 to support the direct 
and indirect costs of our national security.  

Learn More! Take Action!

The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice
Working for Peace and Justice

www.glnawi.org

Lift Ban on Gays  
Donating Blood
 
from the Internet

The time has come to change a policy 
that imposes a lifetime ban on donating 
blood for any man who has had gay 
sex since 1977, 18 senators said.  “Not 
a single piece of scientific evidence 
supports the ban,” said Sen. John Kerry, 
D-Mass., who joined 16 other Democrats 
and independent Sen. Bernie Sanders 
of Vermont in writing Food and Drug 
Administration Commissioner Margaret 
Hamburg. 
 
The lawmakers stressed that the science 
has changed dramatically since the ban 
was established in 1983 at the advent 
of the HIV-AIDS crisis. Today donated 
blood must undergo two different, highly 
accurate tests that make the risk of tainted 
blood entering the blood supply virtually 
zero, they said.
 
The senators said that while hospitals and 
emergency rooms are in urgent need of 
blood products, “healthy blood donors 

are turned away every day due to an 
antiquated policy and our blood supply is 
not necessarily any safer for it.”
 
Brian Moulton, chief legislative counsel 
for the Human Rights Campaign, the 
nation’s largest gay rights group, said they 
are hopeful that the policy, last reviewed 
in 2006, will change under President 
Barack Obama, “who is interested in 
looking at all the policies that have a 
discriminatory effect.” The goal, he said, 
is “to have policies in place that are 
based on the science” rather than “any 
discriminatory idea about our community.”
 
The senators’ letter noted that in March 
2006, the American Red Cross, America’s 
Blood Centers and the American 
Association of Blood Banks reported to an 
FDA-sponsored workshop that the ban “is 
medically and scientifically unwarranted.”
 
The FDA, in a statement, said that “while 
FDA appreciates concerns about perceived 
discrimination, our decision to maintain 
the deferral policy is based on current 
science and data and does not give weight 
to a donor’s sexual orientation.”
 

It said that while some groups favor 
relaxing restrictions, others, “such as those 
representing the hemophilia community, 
support continuation of the current 
policy.”
 
People with hemophilia, a bleeding 
disorder, require periodic transfusions and 
in the past, before screening techniques 
were improved to ensure blood was HIV-
free, were among those most at risk of 
contracting the virus.
 
Kerry compared the effort to lift the blood 
donation ban to legislation he backed in 
2008 to end the law banning people with 
HIV from traveling and immigrating to 
the United States.  That ban was lifted last 
year.
 
Also signing the letter were Kirsten 
Gillibrand of New York, Dick Durbin 
and Roland Burris of Illinois, Daniel 
Akaka of Hawaii, Sheldon Whitehouse 
of Rhode Island, Sherrod Brown of 
Ohio, Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey, 
Bob Casey of Pennsylvania, Russ 
Feingold of Wisconsin, Mark Udall 
and Michael Bennet of Colorado, Al 
Franken of Minnesota, Maria Cantwell 
of Washington, Carl Levin of Michigan, 
Tom Harkin of Iowa, and Mark Begich of 
Alaska.
 (The Associated Press)

LCC GSA
INFORMATION
 The public is welcome to 
attend our meetings but you have 
to be a Lansing Community Col-
lege student taking at least one 
credit to vote in elections and go 
on trips.
 LCC GSA meetings are held 
on Mondays in student personal 
service room 211 on LCC’s main 
campus 4:30 to 6:00 pm!
 For more information please 
contact Jennifer Spenny (spen-
nyj@lcc.edu) or Gina Beaudry 
(beaudrg@lcc.edu)
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Washington /  
Lansing Responds
Senator Debbie Stabenow Responds to a LAHR Member:

Subject:  Health Insurance Reform

Thank you for contacting me about insurance discrimination against women.  I have 
been fighting every day to make gender equity a priority in health insurance reform. 
  
In December, the Senate passed an historic health insurance reform bill by a vote of 
60-39. This bill isn’t everything I wanted it to be, but it is a groundbreaking piece of 
legislation that saves lives, saves money, and saves Medicare. While Congress has 
confronted obstacles on the path to reform, you can count on me to keep fighting for 
health insurance that protects women’s access to care for themselves and their families. 
  
We in Michigan know that times are tough. Rising health care costs are making the 
situation worse: nearly half of home foreclosures are because of a medical crisis, and 
many companies, faced with skyrocketing insurance costs, have been forced to lay off 
workers or eliminate health coverage for their employees. Without health insurance 
reform, small businesses will be saddled with rising health care costs that could reach 
nearly $30,000 per employee in just 10 years, costing 3.5 million American jobs. That is 
a price that we in Michigan cannot afford to pay.  
  
Government spending on health care is also rising at alarming rates. Medicare and 
Medicaid spending has gone up by $160 billion in just the last two years. Without 
reform, Michigan will be forced to spend up to 75% more on the state Medicaid and 
MIChild health programs, another cost increase we simply cannot afford. 
  
Health insurance reform is also about equal treatment for women. Insurance companies 
charge women more, and deny them vital services more often than they do their male 
counterparts.  In many cases women can’t even get the most basic care they need. A 
recent study found that nearly 60 percent of policies in the individual health insurance 
market did not provide maternity care coverage. That is why I have fought at every 
step of the way to make sure that the Senate health reform effort ends the insurance 
companies’ unfair practices against women, and expands coverage and access for 
millions of women who are uninsured or under-insured.  In addition, I have fought to 
give more women access to free preventive care with no co-pays or deductibles for 
critical screenings like mammograms and Pap tests.  
  
I will continue to fight for women’s health as Congress moves forward with the health 
reform effort. For more information about the health insurance reform debate, please 
visit my website, at http://stabenow.senate.gov/.  
  
Thank you again for contacting me. Please do not hesitate to do so again if I can be of 
help to you or your family. 

Sincerely,
Debbie Stabenow, United States Senator

(Publisher’ Note – I have now received many emails from people, including my own, 
from governmental officials on a variety of subjects.  Beginning in May, 2009, I am 
going to include one letter per month entitled “Washington / Lansing Responds.”  I 
hope these letters provide you a better understanding of where our elected officials 
stand on important LGBT issues and a better understanding of the issue.  If you receive 
responses, please email them to me.  Thank You!)

Hates Crimes Lawsuit
from the Internet

Three Michigan pastors claim a new 
hate crime law infringes on their First 
Amendment rights and should be declared 
unconstitutional. They filed a lawsuit to 
try to strike down a portion of the federal 
law, which was signed last fall.
 
The law expands federal hate crimes to 
those committed against people because 
of sexual orientation, gender identity or 
disability. The pastors believe they could 
be targeted for their sermons against gay 
lifestyles.  But supporters of the law say 
it’s aimed at acts of violence, not speech 
by clergy.
 
The pastors are Jim Combs of Waterford, 
Rene Ouellette of Bridgeport and Levon 
Yuille of Ypsilanti. A fourth plaintiff is 
Gary Glenn, head of the American Family 
Association of Michigan.
 
The lawsuit is in federal court in Bay City.

Mayor Craig Covey News
from Internet

The man who was convicted of the 
home invasion  of Ferndale Mayor Craig 
Covey’s house, and of stealing jewelry 
and Covey’s car while the mayor slept, is 
heading to prison after being sentenced 
to a 6- to 40-year term for pleading guilty 
to the April 17, 2009, home invasion, 
Ferndale police said. 

“Because he pleaded guilty, I didn’t 
have to testify at his trial,” Covey said, 
after hearing the news of the sentencing.  
Damion Butler of Detroit also received 
a sentence of two to 10 years for the car-
theft charge, and both sentences will be 
served concurrently with a Wayne County 
sentence last year of 19-40 years for 
homicide, Lt. William Wilson said.  (by 
Bill Laitner, Free Press Staff writer)
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Letter to Congress
Publisher’s Note - The following letter is 
in response to the letter from Congressman 
Mike Rogers that was published in the 
March newsletter about Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell.  This letter is from an original 
member of LAHR and the LAHR Board,  
Robert Lundy, who moved to Palm Springs 
several years ago, but still keeps in touch 
with LAHR through The LGBT News.

Dear Congressman Rogers: 
 
I am a former constituent who now 
lives in Congressman Bart Stupak’s 
district. Recently I became aware of your 
correspondence on the above topic to a 
constituent in which you opposed repeal 
of the 1993 “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
legislation. I quote you, “Based on the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Bowers N 
. Hardwick that there is no fundamental 
right to engage in consensual homosexual 
sodomy, the courts have uniformly held 
that the military may discharge a service 
member for overt homosexual behavior. 
Accordingly, because it complies with 
United States law, I would likely oppose 

any changes to the current policy.” 

The Bowers ease (1986) held that anti-
sex laws could be enforced against 
homosexuals because it was not a 
violation of the due process clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment. However, the 
ruling was OVERRULED by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in Lawrence V. Texas, 539 
U.S. 558, 123 S. Ct. 2472, 156 L. Ed. 2d 
508 (2003). In Lawrence, the Court held 
that state statutes criminalizing private 
consensual conduct between adults 
were unconstitutional, including statutes 
proscribing sex between people of the 
same sex or people of the opposite sex. 

I assume this was an error or the part of 
you or your staff and not an intentional 
distortion of constitutional law to a 
constituent. I would hope that you 
reexamine vour beliefs and return to the 
conservative position that government 
lacks the authority to limit dating to only 
“governmentally-approved persons”. 

While military service provides countless 
challenges to the implementation of law 
and policy, I have complete faith that the 

military can handle this challenge just like 
it did with the integration of Blacks and 
women into the service. 

Sincerely yours 

Robert W. Lundy, JD 

Because GRE has always been 
passionately dedicated to promoting the 
LGBT community, the company also has a 
longstanding commitment to philanthropy. 
Each year GRE donates more than 
$50,000 to a wide range of deserving, 
respected, and energetically proactive 
LGBT organizations. 

To find expert real estate professionals 
dedicated to supporting the worldwide 
LGBT community, visit the all-new www.
GayRealEstate.com, or call toll free 
1-888-420-MOVE (6683).

(Continued from page 6)
Real Estate
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Election Results 
by Bill Beachler, 
LAHR PAC

As reported in the 
February issue of 
The LGBT New, 
there was a special 
election for the 
Ingham County Board 

of Commissioners for district 8 in East 
Lansing.  The election was won by 
Penelope Tsernohlou in the very close 
election.

In case you missed the actual numbers in 
this Democratic election, here are numbers 
and the LAHR PAC ratings:

  

Vote Count Percentage

Robert D. Alexander – 
Very Positive 470 36.81%

Peter Dewan –  
Ignored Questionnaire 191 14.96%

Lee B. Reimann –  
Ignored Questionnaire 112 8.77%

Penelope Tsernoglou – 
Very Positive 492 38.53%

Write-In 12 0.94%

Total 1,277 100.00%
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PFLAG MICHIGAN STATE 
CONFERENCE plans are continuing.  
Our presenters so far include: Dan Tepfer, 
Great Lakes Regional Director; Mike 
Neubecker of the Detroit Downriver 
chapter, now a national Vice-President; Dr. 
Julie Nemecek, transgender coordinator; 
and NPowerMichigan technology, who 
will help us get up to speed on everything 
from internet communication and 
resources to social networking. We hope to 

have tabling space for groups, nonprofits 
and businesses who would like to reach 
the statewide PFLAG audience. Contact 
517-750-3045 for more info.

The conference will be here in Jackson 
at Bella Notte Ristorante, 8:30-4:00 on 
Saturday, April 17.  Breakfast and lunch 
will be included in the fees.  Individuals 
registered before April 8 can attend for 
$30, couples for $55; student/hardship rate 
is $20.  Late registrants must add $5.00 to 
their fee. If you need financial assistance 
please contact us.

Registration forms will be sent to all 
Michigan chapters and should be on our 
website soon http://community.pflag.org/
jacksonmichigan. More comprehensive 
info will follow i.e. housing, agenda, etc.

The Director commented about Downs, 
“There’s a fine line between ‘endearing’ 
and ‘annoying. I knew whoever played 
Blaine needed to be adorably self-defeatist 
in nature. I wanted the audience to think, 
‘He’s so cute, why couldn’t he find a 
boyfriend?’” 
Downs began his career while growing 
up in Iowa, giving up a future in marine 
biology to shoot Sega Channel and 
McDonald’s commercials. His first film, 
the made-for-TV “Harvest of Fire,” was 
released in 1996 and starred Patty Duke. 
He shot a scene with Kate Winslet for the 
Nancy Meyers’ chick-flick “The Holiday” 
(it didn’t make the final cut), and appeared 
on a 2007 episode of “Cold Case” as a 
grunged-out creepster.

Director Calciano commented, “I hope 
that audiences take away a few things: An 
enjoyable experience. An insight about 
how we all effect each other’s lives. An 
insight into relationships.  I’m a 45-year-
old man in an 11-year relationship, and 
I think that I’ve learned a few things 
about life that are worth sharing. My 
goal in making this movie was to not 
only entertain people, but also to share a 
positive message about gay relationships.”

(Continued from page 6)
Movie Review
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Calendar of Events!
SUNDAY

• Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service - 1501 
Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

• All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
800 Abbot, East Lansing.

• Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

• Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

• Volleyball - Volleyball is on hold for the winter.
• Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean 

United Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact 
(517) 337-4070 or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

• Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. at 
11  a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 or 
revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

• Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - open and affirming, for worship 
times, location or information go to www.redcedarfriends.org or call (517) 
371-1047

MONDAY
• Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus - 7-9pm @ University Lutheran 

church, 1020 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.

• LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

• Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. 
Waverly Rd.

TUESDAY
• Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
• Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
• Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 

Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or visit the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

• Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of 
Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at 
(586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
• Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - Practice is held every other 

Wednesday at the Unity of Greater Lansing Church – 240 Marshall St.  
Band is under Reorganization.  For information call Bill at 337-1419.

• GLSEN Mid-Michigan - 4:30 p.m. 3rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.

• Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month 
- the location changes each month - please visit www. suitsandthecity.com 
for the location or to contact the organization.

• LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 8-10 
p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. For 
questions or info contact Kevin Magnan at kevinmagnan@yahoo.com

• Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
THURSDAY

• LAHR Bowling - LAHR bowling is taking a break!  Bowling is now on hold.  
When the group decides to meet again, I’ll send out another note. - Greg

• Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu 

• Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

• LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz Bistro 
on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com

• LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

• LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets 
at different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 
for information

SATURDAY
• LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month – meet at Fire 

Mountain east of Lansing Mall.  Contact Bill 337-1419 or beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net .

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826
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