
Outstanding LAHR Birthday Party 
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

LAHR’s 30th Anniversary Birthday Party was an outstanding success with approximately 50 people in attendance 
at the Chrome Cat.  The party included a rainbow birthday cake, snacks and brief presentations.  

Penny Gardner, LAHR President, welcomed everyone and mentioned the significance of LAHR’s long and 
successful history.  Penny also introduced the current LAHR Board.  There were several long time members and 
past Board members present; such as, John Huebler, president in 1990 and 1991 and Pete Doty, Hotline Director 

in 1986 and 1987, who were recognized by Bill Beachler.  Several past presidents and 
board members emailed their congratulations; such as, David Smith, Hotline Director 
in 1992, 1993 and 1994 and current Priest at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in  Penn Yan, 
New York.  

There were also a couple special guests, including Carol Wood, Lansing City Council 
member and candidate for Mayor, who announced the Lansing City Council would be 
making a special presentation to LAHR at an upcoming Council meeting.  Also, Mayor 
and candidate Virg Bernero presented LAHR with a proclamation highlighting LAHR’s 
history and accomplishments.  The proclamation will be included in the October issue of 
The LGBT News.

Included in the newsletter are a few pictures from this outstanding event.

AIDS WALK Michigan: 
Sunday, September 27, 2009

WALK THE WALK: AIDS WALK

On Sunday, September 27, 2009, AIDS Walk Michigan Lansing/
East Lansing will be held at Valley Court Park in East Lansing 
(behind People’s Church). 
Registration begins at 
10:00 AM and the AIDS 
Walk will kickoff at 1:00 
PM.  

There are a number 
of strong community 
partnerships that make AIDS Walk 
successful each year. Officially hosted by 
Evans Scholars of Michigan State University 
for the past 13 years, the local service oriented fraternity provides 
extensive assistance in all phases of the fundraising event. Their 
support and enthusiasm for this event and their commitment to 
LAAN and the AIDS Walk has become an annual tradition and has 
forged a unique partnership in the local effort to raise awareness 
and funding to stop the further spread of HIV.  

National Equality March in DC
by Jennifer Vanasco, 365gay.com

I returned from the Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival on a high 
about gay gatherings - to find a press release in my inbox about the 
National Equality March, to be held Oct. 11 in Washington, D.C.

Equality Across America, the 
new grassroots network calling 
for Federal action to protect the 
rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender Americans, has moved 
forward with plans for a massive 
national day of action on Sunday, 
October 11, 2009. Major national 
LGBT organizations including 
the Gay Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation (GLAAD) and the 

Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches 
(MCC) have endorsed the march as have local and state grassroots 
organizations like Join the Impact Chicago, One Struggle One 
Fight and Freedom Democrats of Miami-Dade.

March organizers are also working on actions in all 50 states and 
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Todd Heywood, journalist, a longtime member of our communities is a hero…perhaps to some an unlikely one.  He 
smokes too much, doesn’t iron his clothes and sometimes makes us crazy with his persistence and tenacity.  And it is that 
persistence and tenacity that is a part of what makes him the hero that he is.  

Heywood, as he often calls himself, is what we used to call a muckraker—“Muckrake (v) to search out and  publicly 
expose real or apparent misconduct of a prominent individual or business— Muckraker (n)  “(Merriam Webster’s 
Collegiate Dictionary)
Recently the Lansing Police Department (LPD) executed a sting operation at Fenner Nature Center.  Two men were 
arrested and charged with indecent exposure.  In the past these sting operations were much more common than they are 
now.  Because of Heywood’s ability as a muckraker journalist with LGBT and all social justice issues in mind, these 
entrapments of homosexuals’ law enforcement activities have, at least in Lansing, become mostly a sign of the past.   

And out of nowhere the Fenner Nature Center entrapment, otherwise known as “a needed enforcement tool conducted in good faith”, (Police 
Chief Alley) LPD offensive, in all sense of the word, came to public knowledge, thanks to Heywood.                 

With much digging, following proper channels and getting the run around, Heywood filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to 
learn who authorized this particular sting operation to rid a public area of alleged homosexual activity.                

To revert a bit.  LAHR’s support of Heywood’s appeal to the denial of his FOIA request, is not in support of  sexual behavior in a public place—
albeit—we as homosexuals are exposed daily to heterosexual’s signs of sexual attraction and heterosexuals  “indecent (to some) exposure” in 
public places—I digress.

At any rate, The LPD has over the years received many complaints of sexual activity in the Fenner Nature Center. They have increased patrols, 
intensified their visibility and police activities in the Center, and until the May sting operation have yet to “catch anyone”.  So in order to catch 
someone, they conduct a sting operation.  They flirt, get someone to drop their pants, and then arrest them. 

So far one could say, “well, they shouldn’t be dropping trou in a public area”.  

Entrapment is the problem. Inequality of enforcing the law is at stake. It is these social justice issues Todd Heywood pursued.  It was also the 
audacity of the LPD, the City Attorney, and City Council President, Derrick Quinney to deny public access to information on the dubious tool 
of enforcement of a law through the use of discriminatory entrapment, which urged Heywood on to gather the truth—for all of us.  

There is much more to this story which I won’t go into here.   Suffice to say, Heywood is a hero to all who believe in social justice.  He with 
fierce tenacity, and tireless persistence, and a sharp intelligence, uses his gifts and skills to bring to light issues many of us would just as soon 
ignore.  He prods through all the small print, he talks with as many stake holders as possible—no easy task—when we would just as soon leave 
these difficult tasks to others.  He patiently explains the issues bringing them to life to all of us, even this old lesbian.  

As President of LAHR, it is with Pride that Heywood acknowledges us as the strong local advocate for Lesbians, gay men, bisexual and 
transgender women and men, here in the greater Lansing area.  Further I thank Triangle Foundation, and Berl Schwartz of the City Pulse for 
joining LAHR in signing on to Heywood’s FOIA appeal.  And finally I appreciate Nancy English of our Board, as well as representatives of 
Michigan Equality, for attending and offering comments to the Public Safety Committee’s meeting where much of what Todd uncovered was 
vindicated.  

Please go to Michigan Messenger to access Heywood’s articles on this whole affair.  And let him know you too think of him as a hero too.  
www.michiganmessenger.com. 

Sincerely, 

Penny Gardner, Pres
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Letter to the Editor
Another Pride – Another June…

June; the iconic month for marriage.  The month that has been 
self designated for the LGBT community to step up and celebrate 
who we are.  We are parents, and partners and taxpayers and 
queer.  And each year for what seems like a really long time, we 
have gathered to march down Michigan Avenue to the Capitol.  
And really, who doesn’t love a parade? And who could do it 
better?  The sight of dykes on bikes and drag queens in 6 inch 
stilettos never ceases to bring a tear to my eye.

So for a really long time I have joined my sisters and brothers 
and the people who acknowledge loving us, and marched to the 
Capitol.  I wear the button I wear every Pride “ First Class Queer, 
Second Class Citizen”. It just didn’t seem as festive to me this 
year.  I’m getting old and tired.  I couldn’t just stand and listen 
to one more advocate tell me to contact my congress member or 
one more politician giving us nod.  Especially, if they shunned 
us in the previous election.  I’m tired of crumbs.  I’m tired of 
demanding my rights as citizen of the earth from people who 
don’t know spit about how I live my life.

Granted the crumbs are getting bigger.  A straight friend sent 
me a copy of the proclamation from the current president and of 
course, that’s a first.  Ok, thanks for the bigger crumb.  All the 
while backpedaling.  I think I’m ready to opt out of the whole 
thing.

I want a rebate.  I can take of my self and my family just fine 
without government sanction.  I don’t want to pay for something 
I’m not getting any longer.  So I want some back. I don’t have to 
get married. I couldn’t get married twenty-three years ago when 
the UU Clergy performed the “commitment ceremony” (should 
have been committed, but that’s another story).  Still can’t get 
married? I’ve moved on.  I’ll take the cash please.

I see that the tide is turning in other states and of course it’s hand-
to-hand combat to change the system.  I’m feeling battle fatigue. I 
should probably use another metaphor –what lesbians and gays in 
the military have endured to serve this country is a travesty. They 
get the biggest rebate, more of reparation.

For those willing to keep fighting the good fight – thank you and 
god bless. I will donate some of my tax savings to the cause.  
For those of us who choose to opt out, and I’m thinking I’m not 
the only one, we could come up with a simple process to make 
it work.  We take all the benefits that straight people have, we 
compare them to benefits that gay people have. We determine the 
amount of citizen LGBT people actually are in the United States.  
We pay only our percentage.  It doesn’t have to be deep, we don’t 
need Guenther or even Barney Frank, bless his heart too. I’m not 
looking to be stimulated by the government. It can be a check-off, 
like being blind or a (straight) widow, right at the top of 1040.  It 
would have to work for EZ filers too, of course.

I’ll bring my tired old self to Pride next year and all the years 
after that. I’m just too proud to beg for any more crumbs.

Tari Muniz

Bill and Chad
September 1

4 years!!!

LAHR Annual Meeting and Election
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The LAHR Annual Meeting and Election of Officers for 2009 – 2010 
will, as in the recent past, be held following the AIDS Walk at Valley 
Court Park in East Lansing on September 27, 2009, probably between 
3:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Everyone is encouraged to attend both the AIDS Walk 
and our Annual Meeting.  

We do need a few people on our very active LAHR Board of Directors.  
If you would like to join our Board and participate in our decision-
making and various activities in the new year, please let us know by 
emailing our President, Penny Gardner, at marydrpenny@yahoo.com or 
calling 484-4512 or emailing me at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net  or calling 
337-1419.  Anyone may also bring up suggestions of things you would 
like to see LAHR do in the coming year at our Annual Meeting.  Of 
course, you may do this at any time during the year by contacting Penny 
or I at the contact information above.

Hope to see you at our Annual Meeting!!!
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In addition to Evans Scholars, AIDS Walk 
Lansing/East Lansing receives tremendous 
support from the LGBT community.  The 
community has generously supported 
the Walk through Individual Walkers and 
Walk Teams.  Equally important, however, 
is the support that has been provided by the 
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus and 
the Great Lakes Pride Band.  In addition 
to performing at past events, both groups 
have served as In-Kind Sponsors.  The 
Chorus has assumed the enormous task 
of providing a luncheon after the walk for 
over 400 individual walkers.  The Band 
has taken responsibility for providing a 
breakfast prior to the walk.  Both groups 
will continue those efforts this year and 
should be applauded for their commitment 
to the Lansing Area AIDS Network and to 
the community.

AIDS Walk Michigan is a non-profit 
organization that began in 1998 to raise 
awareness of HIV and AIDS, and to raise 
money for AIDS services in participating 
Michigan communities. Funds for AIDS 
Walk Michigan come from a variety 
of sources. Individuals and teams 
participating in the 5k Walk ask for pledges 
from friends, family members and their 
communities. Corporate contributions and 
sponsorships (cash or in-kind donations) 
from area businesses are also donated. In 
addition, hundreds of companies, churches 
and organizations from across Michigan 
raise funds to lend a hand. 

calling on all who support our community 
to call their legislative leaders to press for 
change.  But, more troublingly:  The exact 
route of march is still being negotiated with 
the DC authorities.

The march is only two months away. The 
route isn’t set yet?

I love big gay gatherings, marches, 
celebrations, protests.  I love the energy that 
rises from them, the sense of committment 
to our cause, the feeling that we are not 
alone. But this march still feels rather ad-
hoc to me. And I worry that thousands of 
people may show up without finding toilet 
facilities, or security, or organization.

And that would look very bad.

Then again, overproduction of marches, 
with attendant parties, corporate 
sponsorships and VIP tents sometimes 
make gay gatherings feel less like a 
grassroots, political enterprise and more 
like a commercial one.

Either way, my partner Jenny and I are 
going.  And I met a bunch of women at 
Mich Fest who are going, too.

But how about you?  Will you go?  Do you 
think it’s a good idea? A terrible one? And 
what are the possible outcomes?

(Continued from page 1) (Continued from page 1)

AIDS Walk Equality March

The funds generated by each AIDS Walk 
are dedicated to HIV/AIDS education, 
prevention and services. It is important to 
know that all of the money collected by 
a community remains in that community 
to support its local AIDS services. For 
LAAN, AIDS Walk Michigan Lansing/
East Lansing helps to not only raise 
donated funds to help underwrite the costs 
associated with programs and services, 
but also helps to raise awareness about 
HIV/AIDS here in the greater Lansing 
community. Be sure to mark your calendars 
now and plan to participate in the 2009 
AIDS Walk in Valley Court Park, East 
Lansing. Your support would be greatly 
appreciated.

If you would like to register as an individual 
or organize a Walk Team to represent your 
organization, you may create your own 
Walk Web Page and recruit or raise money 
for your team online. Friends, families, 
coworkers and supporters can pledge 
money using their credit card to donate 
to your efforts. It is fun, it is easy and it’s 
all for a great cause! So don’t just talk the 
talk, walk the walk: AIDS Walk Michigan.  
You may contact Jacob Distel at the LAAN 
office, 517-394-3719, Ext. 13. for more 
information or check out the Walk website: 
www.aidswalkmichigan.org, simply 
scrolling to the Lansing/East Lansing page.

Advertise in the 
LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25
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Hi, I’m Brian 
Winters 

I’ve been a LAHR board 
member for about nine months 
now and have been an ally 
to the LGBT community for 
several years. I’ve lived in the 
Lansing area since 2001, when 
I came to MSU to earn my 
bachelors and masters degrees.

MSU was the first time I 
met and became friends with 
people who were openly 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender. As it turns out, the 
preceding decade of catholic 
school didn’t exactly offer 
interaction with many openly 
LGBT people. Who knew!? 
But while at MSU I made 
friends with people who were 
out and some who were just 
coming out. Slowly I began 
to understand how society 
imposes a different set of rules 
and (lacking) privileges based 
on gender identity/expression 
and sexual orientation.

But it truly wasn’t until my 
training as a financial planner 
that I learned how unfriendly 
the law and financial system 
are to my LGBT friends. As I 
learned about all the rights and 
privileges that are inexcusably 
denied so many deserving 
people I became angry. In fact, 
I was downright pissed off.

So the choice was stew on the sidelines or get involved in 
changing things. Since you’re reading this I think you know 
what I decided. LAHR is one way I’m involved. When I 
founded my financial planning practice a few years back I 
decided to specialize in serving the financial needs of the 
LGBT community and to send a portion of profits each year 
to Washington (through the Human Rights Campaign) to 
work toward the large-scale change we need. I also serve on 
the board of directors at Gateway Community Services and 
hope to soon become active in LAHR-PAC to help work for 
the political change we need in Lansing and across America.

As for my personal life, I’ve been married to my wife Shannon 
for a little over three years now. She’s the love of my life, 
and among the many things I treasure about her is our shared 
conviction that completely equal LGBT rights are a concern 
for the entire community we call America as well as the LGBT 
community. Inequality for anyone hurts us all. When our 
country’s founders said all people are equal it’s a safe bet to 
assume they meant ALL people. Yet despite the wisdom of our 
country’s founding mothers and fathers, today’s America has 
a problem embracing equality. In some small way I want to be 
part of the solution.
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LGBT Aging in Michigan

On June 18th, the Commission on Services 
to the Aging held a public hearing in Iron 
Mountain Michigan.  I am a commissioner 
on this state advisory board and heard 
this testimony from Marilyn Vogler of 
Chassell, MI.  As an old lesbian and 
president of LAHR I solicited from Dr. 
Vogler her statement.  She willingly 
provided it to be published in this 
newsletter.  Penny Gardner.  

“Hello, and thank you for the opportunity 
to testify today. My name is Marilyn 
Vogler.  I work at Michigan Tech, and 
have turned in the paperwork to retire in a 
bit less than two years.  I will face many 
of the same issues that any of you will 
face in getting older, retiring—health care, 
transportation, becoming dependent on 
someone else, long-term care. I’m also a 
lesbian, and so I have other concerns as 
well.  It is these concerns that I wish to 
speak to today.

Met Life did a survey of LGBT baby-
boomers. One third of those participating 
fear being discriminated against. One-
third! In thinking about what I wanted 
to say today, I went to the MI Seniors 
website (http://www.michigan.gov/
miseniors) for information.  I did a fair 
amount of looking around, a couple of 
web searches, read through a few pages.  
The only reference I found to LGBT 
persons was in the State Plan for Services 
to Michigan’s Older Adults, 2008-2010, 
in the section on diversity:  OSA shares a 
value voiced over and over again during 
the public hearing process—that of being 
sensitive to ‘difference’—difference as a 
result of race, ethnicity, culture, physical 
and mental ability, sexual orientation, 
spiritual practice, etc. 

And so, I want to ask today that you do 
several things specifically related to what 
I found on the website. There should be 
training on LGBT issues for the staff of 
care facilities and other service providers. 
The ombudsperson especially should be 
trained to assist LGBT seniors.  Legal 
assistance is especially important to 
LGBT seniors who may need guidance 
with writing wills and documents related 

to end-of-life decisions in the context 
of Michigan’s marriage laws. It would 
be good to see a non-discrimination 
statement.

Looking through the website, there 
were a lot of places that the website 
might have included LGBT-specific 
information in “Topics of Interest,” the 
“Resource Library,” “Elder Rights” link, 
there was a directory of “Communities 
for a Lifetime.” The Caregivers’ corner 
mentioned “kinship care” but I found 
nothing on “partner care.” For LGBT 
persons, kin are sometimes antagonistic, 
unsupportive— the last people we want to 
turn to.

I’d also ask that you read through the 
documents on your site and revise some 
of the language. I looked especially 
at the link to the Long-term care 
ombudsman, and from there to the link 
“right to dignity and respect” (http://
michigan.gov/documents/miseniors/
YourRightDignity_205127_7.pdf) –core 
issues for the LGBT community. There 
are a lot of good things in this document. 
“You have a right to … 

• Be protected from any kind of abuse, 
harsh treatment, neglect

• Be listened to carefully and spoken to 
respectfully

• Have your private space and 
belongings respected

But then I find that I have a right to “Share 
a room with your spouse if you both 
agree” and I wonder whether my partner 
and I would have the same right.

You have the right to

• Associate with people you choose 
inside and outside the nursing home

• Have immediate visits by your 
personal physician, relatives, friends, 
ombudsman program and others 
providing health, social, legal or other 
services

• rivacy during personal care, medical 
treatment and visits with family, 
friends and groups

But again, there is the guarantee 
of “Privacy during visits with your 
spouse.”  Would I have similar privacy 
during a visit from my partner?

These are just a few examples. There is a 
lot that can be done with the information, 
the links, the language, to make it clear 
up front to people coming to the MI 
Seniors website that the Commission does 
not discriminate, and doesn’t tolerate 
discrimination against, LGBT seniors. 
Thank you.”

6 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



Our Families
Change Happens

by Mary Boudreau
 
Recently one of my colleagues has been 
sharing all the news of her daughter’s 
upcoming wedding--details about the 
ceremony plans, reception, shower, and even 

her choice for a “mother of the bride” dress. In the past, all of 
this news would have made me feel a little left out, but things are 
different in 2009!  My friend, who is a very religious Catholic, 
simply loves her daughter’s female partner, and shares news of 
their lives proudly.   In addition, every month there is more news 
about marriage equality.  I am more and more convinced that 
part of the success of marriage equality is the support of people 
like my friend and her husband, who don’t consider themselves 
activists but simply proud parents who want the world to be 
supportive of their daughter and her family.  What could be more 
beautiful!   
 
     I’ve also been contemplating the ways that all of us can 
change our world simply by making small contributions.  I know 
many of us are frustrated and depressed by the state of our world, 
but small contributions make such a difference.  I’ve had the 

opportunity to meet some of the new refugees who are coming to 
our area from Tibet, Thailand, etc.  I am amazed at how quickly 
their children are learning English, and how committed they are 
to going to college.  Even though they have lived most of their 
lives in refugee camps under terrible conditions, they continue 
to have hope.
   
     I know some of us are faced with furloughs, lay-offs, and 
other “economic challenges” but I am also impressed by what a 
difference we can make with a little effort.  Whether our interest 
is in tutoring people, improving the environment, creating 
beautiful music or art, or in politics, we can change the world.  I 
hope this season in the sun can not only inspire us to enjoy the 
beautiful Michigan weather, but we can also warm our hearts to 
community efforts.

Marriage Statistics
Some 16,000 gay couples have wed in Massachusetts 
since 2004. The right to marry is in jeopardy in Maine.   
On Sept. 1, gay couples  began marrying in Vermont as it 
follows the lead of Massachusetts, Connecticut and Iowa 
and shows the way for New Hampshire to follow on Jan. 
1.  Unfortunately, Michigan still lives under the cloud of 
prohibition.
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OUR SUFFER TAX
by Nancy English, 
LAHR Board

A month or so 
ago, NBC aired a 
television special 
about President 
Obama. During this 
special the president 

told Brian Williams that lesbian and gay 
marriage is, “up to the states and is not 
a federal issue.” Since, at least up until 
now, it has appeared that Obama is an 
intelligent person I am assuming that his 
statement was not made out of ignorance 
or stupidity. Why he made the statement is 
anyone’s guess but I believe it is because 
he does not care if lesbians and gay men 
have the right to marry (he has stated he 
does not believe in gay marriage but civil 
unions) in any state or given any federal 

rights or protection in regard to marriage. 

We all know that marriage is a federal 
issue otherwise we would not have the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). 
DOMA is a federal law that says: 1) no 
state needs to treat a relationship between 
persons of the same sex as a marriage 
even if the relationship is considered a 
relationship in another state and 2) the 
federal government may not treat same-
sex relationships as marriages for any 
purpose, even if concluded or recognized 
by one of the states. 

Lesbian and gay couples also do not 
receive any of the 1,138 federal benefits, 
rights and privileges provided by the 
federal government to heterosexual 
couples. However, we pay federal taxes 
that help provide these benefits that are 
denied us. Perhaps President Obama needs 
to hire some staff people who are able to 
inform him of our current federal laws and 
marriage benefits so he doesn’t sound like 
an idiot on national television. 

It is insulting to be lied to by our president 
and other elected officials; it makes me 
wonder if they think that I am too stupid 
or ignorant to know what I do and don’t 
get from the federal government and the 
state in which I reside. Maybe it’s too 
many years of being able to fool and 
trick the voters, I don’t know. So I keep 
contacting them and letting them know we 
pay attention to what they say and do.

Be Informed
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Join your friends and be one of the 
approximately 400 current participants 
in the excellent LAHR list services.  
These services are one of the best 
communication tools available.  There are 
two list servs available:  LAHRonline and 
LAHRdiscussion.  

The LAHRonline list service is for social 
communication.  You will receive all 
postings about what is happening in the 
Mid-Michigan area.  In addition, you also 
have the opportunity to post what you 
know, so you can share it with others.  

The LAHRdiscussion list service is for 
conversations about various topics.  You 
may read what others think about a 
particular topic and you may add your 
“two-cents” to the discussion.  This is 
frequently an educational opportunity.  
Often this discussion includes information 
and opinions about politics.

You have the opportunity to join one or 
both of these excellent list services.  Just 
go to the LAHR Web site home page at 
www.lahronline.org  and on the right 
side of the screen it says, “Subscribe to 
Mailing List.”  Under this heading are the 
two choices.  Just click LAHRonline and/
or LAHRdiscussion to join.

(Continued on page 13)
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Smart Money
Tag Team 
the Taxman 
(and Taxwoman)

by Brian Winters, 
MA, AAMS, 
Financial Planner

(Author’s note: This article was written 
in June for publication in August. I hope 
by now it is inaccurate, outdated and 
unnecessary. Time will tell.)

Riddle: What do you call federal domestic 
partner benefits that don’t include health 
insurance?

Answer: Lip service, also known as the 
Obama administration’s recent decision to 
extend DP benefits (sans the healthcare) to 
federal employees. 

But this is progress right?  I mean, now 
if a federal employee’s uninsured partner 
dies of an expensive but treatable medical 
condition the employee can take a few 
paid bereavement days. What more could 
be asked for?  A LOT!

Don’t get me wrong. It’s great to see an 
American president actually talk about and 
take some action on equality. I forget the 
last guy’s name, but he definitely didn’t do 
anything constructive.  So it’s a step in the 
right direction for Prez Obama.  It’s just 

not the right step or a large enough one.

Instead of signing orders and supporting 
legislation to give federal employees 
access to DP benefits, there is other 
and more important action to be taken.  
Federal employees definitely deserve DP 
benefits, but so do all other employees 
working everywhere!

So the step ought not be toward granting 
one class of employees benefits, but rather 
toward legislating a federal recognition of 
same-sex relationships (marriages) in ALL 
aspects of society, including employment 
benefits, legal entitlements, parenting 
rights, taxation, social security, and much 
more.

This sounds daunting but much headway 
can be made by first overturning DOMA 
(Obama has already spoken about but 
not forcefully acted on this) and then by 
adopting a law that is the exact opposite of 
DOMA.  Forcing the federal government 
to recognize same-sex marriages would 
equalize many unequal benefits and rights 
both for federal employees and everyone 
else. This is the right course. 

Getting states to grant and recognize 
same-sex marriages is trickier because 
a federal mandate for states to do so 
would likely face tough constitutionality 
challenges. It would take a creative 
solution to force states’ hands, but with 
these kinds of majorities in the House 
and Senate (thanks Senator Franken) 

creativity might just be within the realm of 
possibility.  At least it would be an honest, 
sweeping push for equality.  Just as long 
as we move beyond mere lip service.

Brian Winters is President and Financial 
Planner at Guardian Financial Planning, 
LLC, an independent Registered 
Investment Advisor serving the planning 
and investment needs of the LGBT 
community throughout Lansing, Jackson 
and Ann Arbor. He can be reached at 
brian@7advice.com.

LCC GSA
INFORMATION
 The public is welcome to 
attend our meetings but you have 
to be a Lansing Community Col-
lege student taking at least one 
credit to vote in elections and go 
on trips.
 LCC GSA meetings are held 
on Mondays in student personal 
service room 211 on LCC’s main 
campus 4:30 to 6:00 pm!
 For more information please 
contact Jennifer Spenny (spen-
nyj@lcc.edu) or Gina Beaudry 
(beaudrg@lcc.edu)
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Pastor Paul
by Paul S. Downie

Episcopal Church 
transformed:  a 
powerful ally of LGBT
  

   THE GENERAL CONVENTION  
 
       This legislative body governs 
the Episcopal Church, and convenes 
every 3 years.  HOW it works is not 
my focus here; instead, this article 
shows General Conventions 1961 to 
the present as the driving force for 
incredible transformation of the Episcopal 
Church over the past half century into, 
among other things, a powerful ally 
of LGBT.  I was an eyewitness present 
at many of these Conventions, and had 
my own gut-wrenching struggle with 
one major issue, ordination of women.  
ABBREVIATIONS:  GC is General 
Convention;  BCP is Book of Common 
Prayer, from which Episcopalians worship.

   GENERAL CONVENTION 1961

       In 1959, I was ordained priest 
December 29, and attended GC 1961 
at Detroit Cobo Hall as a visitor. 
Abbots requesting a chapel were 
asked, “WHY?  We are doing only the 
BUSINESS of the Church.”  But one 
chapel was granted, hidden somewhere in 
Cobo Hall.  1953 questionnaires explored 
possible need for slight revisions of 1928 
BCP received only scant notice.  Music 
was glorious, dissent was rare.  GC1961 
turned a blind eye to needed sweeping 
BCP revision, racism, pressure for 
ordination of women, homosexuality, 
poverty, and other injustices.  I felt empty, 
very uneasy.  But during the next 6 years 
God seemed to kick our butt concerning 
the GC1961 blind eye, saying:  “This is 
NOT my will for this Church.”  In 6 years 
GC and the Episcopal Church would be 
changed radically.  
 
   GENERAL CONVENTION 1967
 
        I went as a visitor.  There were many 
chapels and daily Eucharists.   Now, 
PRAYER was the supreme centerpiece 
before which all the BUSINESS of 
the Church must be judged, infused 

by the grace of God, and embraced by 
this Church at whatever cost. GC1967 
authorized preparation of complete Trial 
Rites books to expedite full, radical 
BCP revision.  GC1961 blind eye issues 
exploded around us.  The Church was in 
chaos, but submitting to God and dealing 
with evil barriers we had allowed to 
flourish.  Glorious was GC1967.  Presence 
of God was palpable.  One could feel that 
Presence; I did, I was there.  Listening to 
God, GC 1967 was a tipping point. 

   GENERAL CONVENTIONS  
1970, 1973, 1976, and 1979

       First comprehensive book of Trial 
Rites was authorized for use at GC 1970; 
feedback is for next Trial Rites.  I went 
as a visitor to GC 1973.  Revised book 
of Trial Rites was authorized; feedback 
is for new Proposed BCP.  I was relieved 
as Ordination of Women, which I had 
passionately opposed since seminary, 
was defeated.  My next three years were 
the slow, agonizing realization I was 
wrong.  By GC 1976, I passionately 
supported Ordination of Women.  I went 
as a visitor to GC 1976, and Proposed 

BCP was authorized for trial use. Now I 
spoke public ally supporting Ordination 
of Women; it passed.  Some bishops have 
ordained priests who are non-celebate 
homosexual persons;. our struggles 
continue against racism, poverty, and other 
injustices.  Worship with alternatives to 
old 1928 BCP seemingly was Divine fire 
pushing us to abolish evil barriers.  The 
Church is ONE people and clergy, in a 
DIVERSITY:  male AND female. white 
AND non-white, straight AND gay, 
seeking justice WHEREVER injustice 
prevails.  GC 1979 adopted GC1976 
Proposed BCP, unchanged, as the new, 
current 1979 BCP. 

   GENERAL CONVENTIONS  
2003, 2006, and 2009

       Gene Robinson was elected Bishop 
of New Hampshire by a decisive 
majority.  GC 2003 confirmed his 
election.  After required consents from 
bishops were obtained, he was first openly 
gay non-celibate person to be consecrated 
an Episcopal Church Bishop.  His 
churchwide support has been about 99 

Health Care for 
Everyone!

Working for Peace & Justice 
The Greater Lansing Network 

Against War & Injustice
www.glnawi.org

e-mail: glnawi2004@yahoo.com

(Continued on page 13)
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson, 
Attorney & Mediator

THAT SAD DAY
Planning for the 
Inevitable
Part 1

When a domestic partner dies, it can be 
the most painful and confusing time of 
your life.  At a time when you are grieving 
and dealing with a tremendous loss, there 
is much work to be done.  The funeral or 
memorial service, financial issues, hosting 
family members, and figuring out how to 
move forward one step at a time can be 
overwhelming.

There is also legal work to be done.  
Documents, accounts and assets must be 
located and probate filed.  If there is a liv-
ing trust, probate will be minimal and the 
trust administration will continue.  What I 
am describing is typical where the family 
gets along and there has been good plan-
ning.  Most of us are familiar with some 
of the nightmares that can occur when the 

opposite is true. We know about these situ-
ations from personal experience as well as 
stories we have heard.  

The pain and confusion of this hectic time 
is alleviated somewhat if there was good 
planning while your partner was living and 
capable.  I recommend reviewing estate 
planning documents annually.  These may 
include wills, testamentary trusts, living 
trusts, powers of attorney and patient ad-
vocate designations.  Other documents that 
may be a part of your estate plan could 
include beneficiary designations for life 
insurance and retirement survivor benefits, 
deeds, mortgages, titles, stock certificates 

and other asset ownership and debt alloca-
tion documents.  

If you have a domestic partner, you should 
also have a joint property agreement for 
reasons which I will describe later in this 
series of articles.  If you and your partner 
are raising children together, you should 
have a coparenting agreement.  For the 
purpose of this and subsequent articles, 
please locate all of your estate planning 
documents and make photocopies for your 
review.  I will describe proper storage and 
the usefulness of these documents in sub-
sequent articles.  (To be continued).  

Ann Francis and Nancy Lombardi 
from Lansing recently visited New 
York City and took this picture in 
front of  the Stone Wall Inn after the 
NY Pride Day Parade June 28, 2009, 
marking the 40th Anniversary of the 
Stonewall Uprising.  Thousands of 
lgbt folks passed by the Inn during 
Pride Day to remember the begin-
nings of the Gay Rights Movement 
and to honor those who fought back 
against police harassment at Stone 
Wall forty years ago.  Ann comment-
ed, “We were proud to be there.”
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Newsletter News
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

As you are aware, 
we needed to make 
a change involving 
the newsletter.  I am 
proud to announce 
that Melissa 

Cogswell is our new newsletter layout 
editor and produced the August 2009 
issue.  Melissa has been responsible as the 
LAHR Web Master and has now expanded 
her responsibilities.  Melissa, as you could 
see reading the August newsletter, is very 
skilled and will continue the tradition of 
producing a quality newsletter.

Unfortunately, Vicky Sharland  was unable 
to continue as Newsletter layout editor.  
I am grateful for the excellent work she 
has done.  Most recently, Vicky began 
working on the newsletter layout with the 
June 2007 issue and did an excellent job 
during the next two years.  In addition, 
Vicky previously was the newsletter 

layout editor and also managed the LAHR 
database years ago.  LAHR owes Vicky a 
BIG THANK YOU!!

The following is a little newsletter history, 
which may be read in detail at the LAHR 
web site at www.lahronline.org .  The 
first issue of the “LAHR Newsletter” 
was published in September, 1979, a few 
days following LAHR’s formation. The 
LAHR newsletter is Michigan’s oldest, 
continuously produced monthly newsletter 
with subscribers from coast to coast across 
the country. 
 
The newsletter has only had 3 publishers 
in its 30 year history. Those individuals 
are:  

Sept. ‘79 to Oct. ‘81 - Mary Hartshorn, 
Nov. ‘81 to Mar. ‘83 - Gary Zick, and 
Apr. ’83 to present - Bill Beachler.  

The newsletter has only had 9 layout 
editors during its 30 year history. Those 
individuals are:  

Sept. ‘79 to Oct. ‘81 - Mary Hartshorn, 
Nov. ‘81 to Mar. ‘83 - Gary Zick, 
Apr. ‘83 to Mar. ‘84 - Bill Beachler, 
Apr. ‘84 to Sept. ‘84 - John Huebler, 
Oct. ‘84 to May, ‘90 - Bill Beachler, 
June, ‘90 to May ‘92 - John Huebler, 
June ‘92 to Mar. 94 - Mark Sartor, 
Apr. 94 to Oct. ‘97 - Robin Reed, 
Nov. ‘97 to Apr. ‘00 - Vicky Sharland, 
May ‘00 to Jan. ‘02 - Chris Swope, 
Feb./Mar. ‘02 to May ‘07 - Robin Reed,  
June ’07 to July ’09 – Vicky Sharland and  
Aug. 09 to present – Melissa Cogswell.

The LAHR newsletter is one of the most 
successful in the country!!

Lutherans To Allow Sexually Active 
Gays As Clergy

Leaders of the nation’s largest Lu-
theran church recently voted to allow 
sexually active gays and lesbians in 
committed relationships to serve as 
clergy.
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percent.  GC 2006 elected Katharine Jefferts Schori, Bishop of Nevada, as Presiding 
Bishop.  She is the first female Primate, ever, in the 38 autonomous Provinces of the 
worldwide Anglican Communion. Until 30 years earlier, no woman could even be 
ordained priest.  Incidentally, my Bishop, consecrated in 2000, is one of several black 
bishops.  GC 2009 was July 8-17.  Some of worldwide Anglican Communion Global 
South pressured us heavily for a moratorium on electing gay bishops and on liturgies 
for same sex unions until Anglican Communion consensus allowing these is reached 
-- which might be never.  Huge majorities underscored our support of and participation 
in the Anglican Communion, but affirmed from our canon law that God has called and 
may call gay and lesbian people to ANY Episcopal Church ordained ministry; but let 
stand a 2006 resolution calling for restraint in consenting to consecration of bishops 
-- NO moratorium; and authorized gathering materials for next General Convention for 
rites blessing same gender unions, for bishops who may wish to authorize these in their 
dioceses.  Since GC 2009, slates for upcoming election of a bishop in Dioceses of Los 
Angeles and Minnesota include gay and lesbian nominees.  ALLELUIA.
 
The Rev. Paul S. Downie is an Episcopal Church priest of 49 years, taught 30 years 
at Lansing Community College until his retirement May 2005, and received the 
LAHR Prism Award as Ally of the Year for 2000.  E-mail:  <pastorpaul@voyager.
net>.   Phone:  (517) 332-2326 (until 9:30 pm)

(Continued from page 10)(Continued from page 8)

Episcopal ChurchSuffer Tax

MSU Alumni & Friends Party Update
by Bill Beachler

The planning continues for The GLBT Alumni of MSU annual Homecoming Party 2009 
for alumni and friends.  The party will be at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, October 16 – the night 
before the Northwestern Homecoming football game at the University Club – the same 
location as last year.  More information will be provided as the date approaches.

Check out the association’s excellent web site, where you will find out about the 
organization, can read the bios of the Board members, can have your email address 
added to the data base for news and information postings, and can read the latest news 
about GLBT  MSU happenings and people.  The web site is  www.msu.edu/~glbtalum/ 

When I do contact the various elected 
officials, once again, that I need to 
communicate with in regard to LGBT 
lives, I am going to be particularly careful 
about the words I choose. When Obama 
spoke that evening he did not talk about 
families, people, children, lack of health 
care, parents losing a child because they 
can’t adopt etc. He talked about “issues.” 
We are so much more than that. We are 
souls who suffer because we do not have 
equal rights, not an “issue.”
So from now on when I talk and write 
about the taxes lesbians and gay people 
pay without getting any benefit from them, 
I am going to refer to those taxes as a 
“suffer tax”; we suffer because we pay and 
pay and pay and the heterosexual people 
reap the benefit. We suffer because we 
have to give this money to the government 
and can’t invest it for ourselves and our 
families. We suffer because we can’t 
get the health care we need because 
we can’t get legally married. We suffer 
because we can’t get our partners Social 
Security retirement payment because our 
marriage is not recognized by the federal 
government (“marriage is not a federal 
issue”). We suffer because we cannot 
inherit our partner’s survivor benefits 
because they worked for the federal 
government (“marriage is not a federal 
issue”). We suffer because we are not 
entitled to our partner’s veteran disability 
payments (“marriage is not a federal 
issue’). We suffer because we have to 
pay for legal services that will hopefully 
protect our right to inherit property 
(“marriage is not a federal issue”).

Our suffer tax list goes on and on and 
on. So please, take a moment and join 
me in contacting President Obama, Sen. 
Stabenow and Sen. Levin. And when you 
do so, let them know that we are not an 
issue but living, breathing human beings 
who are on the outside looking in and that 
we pay federal (and state and local) suffer 
taxes to keep heterosexual couples warm 
and cozy. 
President Barack Obama: 
www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/

Senator Debbie Stabenow:
http://stabenow.senate.gov/

Senator Carl Levin: http://levin.senate.gov/
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LAHR Birthday Party Photos

City Council member and candidate for 
Mayor, Carol Wood, addresses LAHR

Mayor and candidate Virg Bernero  
presents Proclamation to LAHR.   

Approximately 50 people in attendance 
at LAHR Birthday Party.

Elections Results
by Bill Beachler, LAHR-PAC 

The Lansing primary election results had 
no surprises.  Also, the voter turnout was 
lower than what was hoped for – only 
9,617 out of 83,370 (12%).  In 2003, 
12,182 people voted out of approximately 
82,300 registered voters (15%).  This voter 
apathy is unfortunate, given the excellent 
job our City Clerk, Chris Swope, has 
done making improvements in the voting 
process to make the process more efficient 
and effective.

In the mayor’s race, the top two vote 
getters were Mayor Virg Bernero and 
Councilmember Carol Wood.  The 
November general election is expected to 
be exciting.

The winners in the Council races were:  
Kathie Dunbar, Brian Jeffries, Harold 
Leeman, and Rina Risper for At-Large; 
Sandy Allen and Tina Houghton in Ward 
2; and Jessica Yorko and Chris Lewless 
in Ward 4.  LAHR Vice President Cindy 
Redman came in 4th out of 5 in Ward 4 
with a respectable 8% of the vote.

In November, the ballot will also 
include races for Lansing City Clerk, 
school board, LCC and East Lansing 
City Council.  LAHR-PAC has updated 
questionnaires in the mail and will have 
the respected LAHR-PAC candidate rating 
sheets included in the October issue of 
The LGBT News.

The recent Birthday Party at the Chrome 
Cat for Kathie Dunbar was a huge success 
– the place was packed.  Members of the 
LGBT community sponsored the party 
to say “thank you” to Kathie for her 
leadership with the Lansing Human Rights 
Ordinance.

Suits in the City
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

In May, Suits in the City celebrated their 5th anniversary at an excellent social event at 
Xcel.  Everyone who attended had an excellent time, especially enjoying the cake and 
champagne.  Attendance also continues to grow.

Monique Goch has done a great job this year leading Suits in the City.  She has done 
a great job working with the business community finding locations, prizes, and funds.  
She has also found time to work with LAHR for the excellent participation in the 
Lansing 150 Anniversary Parade and to work with Michigan Pride.  Her fund raising 
skills have been a life-saver for our local community.

Thank You Suits and Thank You Monique for helping to make life in our Capital City 
better for everyone!!  If you haven’t attended a Suits in the City event, it’s time you 
do.  The event is always on the first Wednesday of the month.  Monique has also done a 
great job bringing the men’s and the women’s communities together for an outstanding 
social outing!!
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Calendar of Events!
SUNDAY

•	 Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service - 1501 
Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, 800 Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday 
Service 10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - Call Bill for information at 337-1419.
•	 Fellowship for Today - Rev. Karen Arndorfer - at 5:30 p.m. - Open & 

Affirming = 855 Grove St., East Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or 
info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting 
Sept. at 11 a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 
371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

MONDAY
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus - 7-9pm @ University Lutheran 

church, 1020 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: 
Lisa Haston, haston@lcc.edu.

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 
S. Waverly Rd.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the 

Molly Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa 
St. in downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org 
or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies 
of Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the 
third Tuesday of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – 
contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.
faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - Every Wednesday at the Unity 

of Greater Lansing church, 240 Marshall St.. For information call Paul 
or Phil at 517-664-1275.

•	 GLSEN Mid-Michigan - 4:30 p.m. 3rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.

•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www. 
suitsandthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 8-10 
p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. For 
questions or info contact Kevin Magnan at kevinmagnan@yahoo.com

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
THURSDAY

•	 LAHR Bowling - LAHR bowling is taking a break!  Bowling is now on 
hold.  When the group decides to meet again, I’ll send out another 
note. - Greg

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. 
Contact advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu 

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. 4th Sat. each month – met at Denny’s 

Restaurant at 2701 East Grand River in East Lansing – close to Park 
Lake. Contact Bill 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826
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