
Band Helps AIDS Walks
by Bill Beachler,  
LAHR-PAC

This year’s AIDS 
Walks were more 
successful than in 
recent years.  The 
Great Lakes Pride 
Band performed for 

both the Detroit area AIDS Walk in Royal 
Oak and for the Lansing area AIDS Walk 
in East Lansing.
 
In Royal Oak the band actually lead the 
Walk for a few blocks and then performed 
on a street corner as the walkers passed 
by.   This year marked the highest level 
of sponsorship in the past five years and 
it is expected that when all donations 
are counted that AIDS Walk Detroit will 
exceed the $200,000 raised last year.  
Also, Sen. Carl Levin was in attendance 
and spoke.

In Lansing the band performed along 
with the Greater Lansing Gay Men’s 
Chorus during a brief program preceding 
the Walk.  Although LAAN is still 
counting, the proceeds from the walk are 
approximately $21,000.  This amount 
greatly exceeded their goal of $18,000.  
LAAN had nearly 50 registered walk 
teams and an estimated 400 attendees. It 
was a very successful event and exceeded 
the previous years in terms of numbers.  
Jake Distel, LAAN Executive Director, 
commented, “Given the economy, I am 
very pleased.”   It should be noted that for 
the first time LAHR had a walk team.   

Included with this article are two pictures 
of the Great Lakes Pride Band performing 
in Royal Oak and in East Lansing.
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Hate Crimes Conference 
Held At MSU
by Gary Hicks, 
LAHR Board

The Michigan 
Alliance Against 
Hate Crimes and the 
Michigan Department 
of Civil Rights 

presented a hate crimes conference entitled 
MI Response To Hate on September 25, 
2009, at the Kellogg Center on the MSU 
campus.  Michigan recently ranked third 
in hate crimes, behind only California and 
New Jersey. 

The Michigan Alliance Against Hate 
Crimes is a statewide coalition of federal, 
state, and local law enforcement agencies, 
civil rights organizations, community 
based groups, educators, and anti-violence 
advocates working to ensure a complete 
and effective response to hate crimes and 
bias incidents.

Lansing Area AIDS 
Network Red Ribbon Gala 
and Auction 2009
Friday, December 4, 2009

A Critical Need 
at a Critical Time

from LAAN

The Lansing Area AIDS Network (LAAN) 
is pleased to announce the Fifth Annual 
Red Ribbon Gala and Auction which will 
be held on Friday December 4, 2009 at 
7:00 PM in the Club House at Eagle Eye 
Golf Course, 15500 Chandler Road, Bath, 
Michigan.  

As in years past, the event is certain to be 
both entertaining and memorable.  Also, 
as in years past, the look and feel of this 
year’s event will be different and will 
focus on remembering who we are, what 
we do, and why we do it.

In case you receive this newsletter before Election Day on 
Nov. 3rd, please remember to VOTE!!  The LAHR-PAC 
candidate ratings are available on the LAHR web site at 
www.lahronline.org .

(Continued on page 4) (Continued on page 4)

Great Lakes Pride Band participating in 
Detroit AIDS Walk.

Great Lakes Pride Band entertains on a 
Royal Oak street corner for the AIDS Walk.

Great Lakes Pride Band performs at 
Lansing AIDS Walk.



by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

LAHR was very much a presence at LAAN’s AIDs walk this year. Whether selling raffle 
tickets, playing in the band, volunteering in other ways, and in walking and helping 
to support LAAN’s crucial work for the citizens of Lansing.  We all benefit from this 
involvement.
I like that.  I like that when LAHR has an event, other organizations are there for us in 
support.  And it is a two way street.  Over the past year LAHR has supported the Gay Pride 

Band, performances of the Vagina Monologues, The Gay Men’s Chorus, Sistrum, a Woman’s Chorus, and 
the Hispanic Community Luncheon.  After all, we are in this together.  
My students, in a freshpeople writing class at MSU, are encouraged to use a writing invention strategy of 
adding to a concept, “by this I mean…”  So, by this I mean, when I say we are all in this together: we as 
people and organizations are not as silos.  We are like webs, where a vulnerable string woven by a few of us 
who see something that will make life better for more of us, is strengthened by other strings criss-crossing, 
overlapping, and attached to it.  All the strings are attached to other strings and before we know it, we have 
a strong web of reciprocal support for social justice progress in our communities.  
By advertising in the LAHR newsletter, you are supporting the WORK of LAHR while at the same time 
letting the readers of the newsletter know of the services and products that you have available.  By being a 
member of LAHR you are informed through the newsletter as well as financially supporting our work.  By 
volunteering for LAHR and other organizations you strengthen all of us.    
By the way, welcome back to returning board members, and to our newest board member, Gary Hicks.  If 
you also wish to serve on the LAHR Board, please contact any board member as listed on the front page of 
the newsletter.  And Welcome Aboard!  
I am proud to be a member of our web of people and organizations.  Thank you all for your string in this 
beautiful and powerful web…..as always,  

Penny Gardner, President
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Letter to LAHR,
“Love is a relationship founded on the 
realization that we are all connected, that 
everyone matters, that every single person 
is precious.  True love does not stop at 
feeling; it cannot stop at feeling.  Love 
acts.” - Reverend Peter Morales, Unitarian 
Universalist Association President.  
 
This was the opening theme of the church 
service I attended today, and it made me 
reflect on the way we approach our lives 
as parents, spouses, partners, neighbors, 
and even activists.  When we protect our 
children from crossing the street when 
cars are coming, we act.  When we help an 
elderly person open a door, we act.  When 
we treat a sick patient as a nurse or doctor, 
we act.  All of these are acts of love, acts 
of protection.  Without these loving acts 
on a daily basis, our world could not 
survive.  

It also made me reflect on the work of 
CARE (Coalition for Adoption Rights 
Equality) over the last several years.  It 
seems like it has been a lifetime since the 
infamous decision to stop second parent 
adoptions.  One might ask, “Are we any 
further now than we were then?”  “Are we 
any closer to making our children safer?”  
The answer is a complicated version of 
“maybe.”  We have gone from having no 
legislative supporters to having the second 
parent adoption bill pass two House 
committees in two separate legislative 
sessions - a great victory.  However, it has 
remained stalled there as the MI Senate 
remains power locked by a conservative 
brand of legislators who not only do not 
want all children to be legally protected by 
their parents, but also who are unwilling to 
understand the crucial need for increasing 
revenue in our economically depressed 
state.  We have most certainly educated 
uninformed legislators as well as the 
general public about the need for second 
parent adoptions, and have shown them 
that we all have a basic need and right “to 
love, and to act on that love.” 
 
We have garnered support from many faith 
communities who have participated with 
us in our fight for equality; communities 
that before were philosophically 
supportive, but who have now put 
that philosophy into action.  We have 
broadened our efforts into the non-LGBT 

human services area, where we have 
presented trainings on LGBT parenting 
and the effects discrimination has on our 
families.  We have opened up discussions 
within the larger LGBT parenting 
community about what it means to be a 
family, what it means to be a parent, and 
that being a family can take many different 
forms.  But it also pains us to know that 
there are still those families within our 
LGBT community who have been torn 
apart and discriminated against because 
some individuals are continuing to use the 
very laws we are trying to change against 
each other.  That is not love. That is hate.
 
So are we any better now than we were 
seven years ago?  I think to answer 
that question we have to go back to the 
beginning quote - “True love does not stop 
at feeling....Love acts.”  Ask yourself - 
have you acted?
 
From the perspective of the CARE board, 
I can unequivocally say that we are better.  
We have all put in countless time and 
effort to make this world a better place 
for our families.  We have acted.  I can 
say that there are many individuals who 
have volunteered, talked about the issue 
with family and friends, and have donated 
to this cause - they have acted.  There 
are legislators who have taken risks and 
signed on to the legislation, held a press 
conference supporting this bill, and who 
have voted yes when it was easier to vote 
no.  They have acted.  
 
It may not be a reality in this legislative 
session that this bill gets a full House vote.  
Due to the budget problems with this 
state, our legislation will be on the bottom 
of the priority list.  That is certainly 
disappointing and frustrating to all of us 
who have painstakingly waited for “our 
turn.”  However, we cannot let these 
setbacks stop us from acting, from loving.  
We still need to teach others about who we 
are, and about who our families are.  The 
learning will never cease.

We at CARE are continuing to evaluate 
our priorities and strategies as we 
approach an election cycle in 2010.   We 
are not stopping, and will move forward, 
however small the steps are.  We will 
continue to act on your behalf, and on 
your children’s behalf.  We hope that we 
will have supporters who can continue 

or who will start to act on a larger scale.  
And we hope that if acting large is not 
an option, taking small steps will be a 
beginning for you.  

October 11 was National Coming Out 
Day.  It is a time to celebrate our lives as 
LGBT people, and to teach others about 
who we are.  We at CARE see it also as 
a day to celebrate everyone who has ever 
felt different, who has struggled to figure 
out just who they are in this world.  A 
day to celebrate all families, and realize 
“that we are all connected, that everyone 
matters, that every single person is 
precious.  
 
Beverly Davidson, LMSW
CARE President
www.secondparentadoption.org    

CARE has available postcards for 
supporters to address to friends, 
family, and associates asking that 
they write to their state Rep. to 
support HB4131, the current second 
parent adoption bill.  Suggested 
sentences are included on the 
postcard that the addressee might use 
in their letter they write to their state 
legislator.

Please contact members of CARE’s 
board or go to the CARE website to 
learn how you can obtain a supply of 
postcards. 

Greater Lansing Gay 
Men’s Chorus News
The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus 
(GLGMC) is holding rehearsals in 
the Molly Grove Chapel at the First 
Presbyterian Church  They are busy 
preparing for the holiday concert, which 
is scheduled for December 18 & 19, 2009.  
Once again, the GLGMC will team up 
with Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus.  
Non-singing members who wish to 
volunteer are welcome at any time during 
the season.  Check the chorus web site at 
www.glgmc.org  and their email address is 
info@glgmc.org .  Also, see their Tuesday 
listing in the LAHR Calendar of Events on 
page 15 of the newsletter.
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Hate Crimes

Gala and Auction

During the morning session, conference 
participants broke out into four groups 
to discuss developing an effective 
community response system to hate 
crimes and bias incidents in each of their 
respective regions.

The United States Attorneys for the 
Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan 
and a Deputy Commissioner from the New 
York Division on Human Rights addressed 
the conference during lunch.

Nora Flanagan, Project Director for the 
Turn It Down Campaign in Chicago and 
a high school English teacher, gave a 
lively and informative presentation about 
Turn It Down, a campaign of youths, 
bands, parents, teachers, and friends 
in the recording industry speaking out, 
standing up, and turning down the sounds 
of hate contained in white power music, 
which is the most significant recruiting 
tool for organized bigots across the globe. 
She also discussed how hate groups use 
social networking media and websites to 
recruit and organize. Please visit www.
turnitdown.com for more information 
about the Turn It Down Campaign.

For more information about the Michigan 
Alliance Against Hate Crimes, visit
www.miaahc.com.

US House Passes Bill Expanding
Hate Crimes Law To Protect Gay 

Victims

(Publisher’s Note – Hopefully, by the 
time you read this article, the Matthew 
Shepard Local Law Enforcement Hate 
Crime Prevention Act will be the law of 
the land!!!)

The US House of Representatives on 
October 8, 2009 passed a bill that would 
expand the existing federal hate crime 
law to include victims of attacks based on 
gender, gender identity, sexual orientation 
or disability. The bill would also makes it 
a federal crime to attack members of the 
military based on their military service. 

The bill, known as the Matthew Shepard 

As is obvious, both nationally and 
particularly in the State of Michigan, 
we remain in the midst of very difficult 
economic times.  For that reason, LAAN 
has decided to lower the cost of the Red 
Ribbon Gala to $75 per person in an 
endeavor to make it a bit easier for more 
individuals and groups to attend.  Along 
with lowering the price of attendance, the 
event itself will focus on the economic 
realities that we are all facing at this 
time, especially those individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS, their families, and those 
individuals and communities at greatest 
risk of HIV infection.  

The evening will be filled with all the 
food, friendship, and festivity as in years 
past but is more importantly planned to 
reflect the critical needs of the individuals 
and communities that LAAN serves in a 
manner that is creative and moving.  Red 
Ribbon Heroes will be honored during 
the evening and will represent the daily 
struggles of those living with HIV and the 
manner in which those individuals inspire 
all of us.

On the heels of a very successful AIDS 
Walk 2009, it is important to remember 
that LAAN hosts two premiere events 
each year:  AIDS Walk and the Red 
Ribbon Gala.  Both are critical to the 
continued provision of essential HIV 
services, with each event representing 
nearly 40% of fundraised dollars for the 
agency.  

AIDS Walk is done in consideration of 
the start of the Fiscal Year, and the Red 
Ribbon Gala is planned in conjunction 
with World AIDS Day. The fundraised 
dollars from these two events allow for 
agency operations and services which 
contract dollars do not fully support.  In 
the past, these funds have helped support 
the Food Pantry, client transportation, 

Local Law Enforcement Hate Crime 
Prevention Act, passed the House almost 
two to one. The bill is expected to pass the 
Senate and be signed into law by President 
Obama.

Mid-Michigan Congressman Mike Rogers 
voted against the bill.

community education and awareness, 
volunteer coordination, and a myriad of 
prevention and care support services.  
Those needs continue.

As LAAN approaches the Gala, 
the agency is placing great effort in 
identifying auction donors, event sponsors, 
and attendees.  It is hoped that many of 
you will be able to participate in some 
fashion.  For further event information, 
sponsorship information, or to secure 
reservations please contact Audrey 
Matisoff at 517-394-3719, Ext. 28 or 
Jacob Distel at Ext. 13.
 
 
 News from ACLU and 
Unity Michigan
from Dennis Hall, 
Former LAHR President

ACLU of Michigan and Unity Michigan 
commends Representative Pam Byrnes 
for her commitment to marriage equality 
in Michigan.  Recently, Rep. Byrnes 
announced her intention to introduce 
legislation to overturn Michigan’s 
constitutional amendment that denies 
same-sex couples the fundamental right to 
marry. In recent months, there has been a 
tidal wave of momentum in favor of full 
equality and we believe that Michigan can 
one day achieve this goal as well.

Rep. Byrnes has long been a valued friend 
to the community and Unity Michigan 
looks forward to working with her to 
bring fairness and equality to all Michigan 
families.
Repealing a constitutional amendment 
in Michigan requires either a vote by 
two-thirds of Michigan’s legislature or a 
petition drive of Michigan voters leading 
to a statewide ballot initiative and election 
campaign. 
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Our Families
Hope

by Mary Boudreau

This evening, I attended “A Service of 
Remembrance and Reflection in Memory 
of Matthew Shepard” at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in downtown Lansing. 
It was a touching mass where Rev. Gordon 
Weller encouraged all of us to take action 
to end hate crimes and prejudice against 
gay and lesbian people.  I was very 
impressed by his dedication to our cause, 
as well as the presence of people of faith 
from a variety of communities.  Most 
of the people there were heterosexual, 
and many of them were older people--
some who have children who are gay and 
lesbian.  I was touched by the fact they 
would meet on a Sunday evening to share 
our pain and our hope. 

 
I know many GLBT have had terrible 
experiences in religious communities.  
Even if we have not been directly affected, 
we have been hurt by the hateful messages 
that are reflected in the news. I often 
think of my friend Sandy, who’s life 
was so disrupted by sexual abuse within 
the church that she eventually took her 
own life.  Unfortunately, for her and 
many others, the pain of this embattled 
relationship is just too much. 
 
However, when I look out at the faces 
of the people at the Matthew Shepard 
memorial, I have a profound sense of 
hope.  There are many places of worship 
where we are welcomed with open arms. 
There are many others where they will 
welcome us eventually, if they have the 
opportunity to meet us. I am convicted 
that we can be a part of making the world 
a better place when we come together 
collectively to connect with our Higher 
Power.  I am grateful to the people of 
St. Paul’s, and will continue to look for 
ways to support them and other accepting 
people of faith.   

Gately, of Irish boy band 
Boyzone, dies in Spain

AP - Stephen Gately, a 
singer with the Irish boy 
band Boyzone who made 
headlines when he came 
out as gay a decade ago, 
has died while on vacation 
in Spain, the group said on 
its Web site. He was 33.
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

THAT SAD DAY
Planning for the 
Inevitable
Part 3

And I hope to die in a circle of the sun
Circle of the sun on my dying day

Clouds to the north, clouds to the south
Wind & rain to the east & the west
- Circle of the Sun, by Sally Rogers

We don’t like to think about our own 
mortality (or anyone else’s).  From an 
emotional standpoint, it is easier to avoid 
doing estate planning.  Most of my clients 
regret having procrastinated, but I tell 
them that they are in good company.  We 
all do it.  It is human.  Perhaps it would 
be easier if we remembered that doing our 
estate planning is a gift to our survivors.  
Your survivors need to know whether you 
wanted to be cremated (with or without 
embalming) or buried, and any other 
details regarding the disposition of your 
body.  Those issues come up immediately 
upon your death.  If you have a carefully 
thought out estate plan, the administration 
of your estate will go much more 
smoothly.  Your plan may not resolve the 
interpersonal issues, but those issues can 

be minimized, or at least not aggravated.  

Without a will or living trust, there will 
be at least one court hearing to appoint 
someone to administer your estate.  I 
often tell my estate planning clients, “This 
is your opportunity to make all of these 
decisions before someone makes them for 
you.”  Someone will make them for you 
if you don’t complete your documents.  
All estates must be probated (except 
where there is a living trust).  Without a 
will or living trust, the person appointed 
to administer your estate may not be the 
person you would have chosen (this is 
also true for powers of attorney – medical 
or financial – however these are living 
documents that have no authority after you 
die).  With a will, you can decide who will 
administer your estate and what will be 
done with your body.  If you are a parent 
or guardian, you can designate who your 
successor will be.  Most likely the court 
will appoint the person you designate.  
Then you can decide how your property 
will be distributed:  the tangible personal 
property (stuff), real estate and residue 
(cash, accounts, investments, etc.).  With 
a will you must simply give these things 
away.  If you want any of your property to 
be held and managed over a period of time 
on behalf of someone who is too young, 
incompetent or irresponsible, you must do 
some kind of a trust.  (To be continued)

Women Who Love Women 
Support Group

from Women’s Center

If you have recently realized that you are 
attracted to women, or you have known 
for some time and are just now able to 
deal with the realization, this group is for 
you.  
 
If you sensed as a young girl a difference 
between yourself and your peers but had 
no words to describe it... Or...if you knew 
exactly what you were sensing but were 
well aware that society disapproved, and 
so you conformed - you married and had 
children...  
 
Or...maybe you knew what a lesbian is, 
did not deny your attraction for women, 
and have been involved with women, 
but thought you were just different… 
Or...maybe you have believed you were 
heterosexual until you fell in love with a 
woman. 
 
No matter what your stage of life, age, 
race, ethnicity... You will find the group 
to be welcoming and affirming. The 
group offers a safe place to explore and 
share your feelings and experiences in 
a nonjudgmental, accepting, and open 
format.  Among the many issues that will 
be discussed include: 
 

(Continued on page 14)
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Hi, I’m Gary 
Hicks
I live in East Lansing 
and am a general practice 
attorney serving the mid-
Michigan area.  I also 
play clarinet and have 
been a member of the 
Great Lakes Pride Band 
for the past three years.  I 
like to travel and follow 
MSU sports.  I am also a 
big fan and supporter of 
the Greater Lansing Gay 
Men’s Chorus and the 
Sistrum women’s chorus.

I grew up in the Flint 
area in the 1960’s and 
graduated from Lake 
Fenton High School 
in 1972. That was the 
year of the Watergate 
break-in and the Nixon-
McGovern presidential 
race.  I did some volunteer canvassing work for McGovern. That was also the year the federal age of majority and the state 
drinking age were lowered from 21 to 18.

I first came to the Lansing area in 1972 to attend MSU.  I was a member of the Spartan Marching Band Big Ten Flag Corps 
each of my four years and received my undergraduate degree from the College of Social Science in 1976, our nation’s 
bicentennial year and the year Montreal hosted the summer Olympics and Bruce Jenner dominated the track and field 
competition.

After graduating from MSU in 1976, I stayed in Lansing for another year and worked for the Bank of Lansing (now 
Comerica Bank) as a customer service rep.  During that time, the Lansing gay nightlife scene was pretty much limited to a bar 
(Joe Covello’s) and a nightclub (Trammps) on the 500 block of Michigan Avenue where Oldsmobile Park now stands.  Early 
LAHR meetings were held at Trammps nightclub.

In 1977, I moved from Lansing to Detroit to attend law school at Wayne State University. After receiving my law degree in 
1980, I returned to Lansing and worked as a research attorney for the Court of Appeals.  In 1984, Frank Kelley appointed 
me as an assistant attorney general, and I continued to serve in that capacity until 2001. Most of my legal work for the state 
focused on land use, real estate, and environmental law.  When I returned to Lansing in 1980, LAHR had just been organized, 
and I attended early meetings and assisted with forming LAHR-PAC.

The Lansing area GLBT community has come a long, long way over the past thirty years of LAHR’s existence.  In the 
early days, many local politicians were indifferent, if not hostile, to our community. Today, the two candidates for mayor of 
Lansing are not only sensitive to our concerns but are actively courting our vote and seeking our financial support. This sea 
change in tolerance and acceptance did not come about by accident, but instead, was earned by the dedicated efforts and hard 
work of the many individuals who have been active in LAHR during that time.

I look forward to serving on the LAHR board and continuing the work to make this area an even better place to live for 
members of the GLBT community.

Gary Hicks and Bill Beachler working the GLBT Alumni of MSU table at Motor City Pride in Ferndale

7October 2009



Smart Money
The Practical 
Couple’s Budget

by Brian Winters, 
CFP, MA, AAMS, 
Financial Planner

Let’s talk about the B word… budgeting. 
B might as well stand for buzz kill because 
I have yet to meet the couple who enjoys 
budgeting. The process usually begins in 
frustration and ends in a budget no one 
adheres to anyway. 

For most couples budgeting is hard.  
Priorities are different.  One person is a 
spender, the other a saver.  One makes 
more than the other. There are numerous 
reasons budgeting causes stress in 
relationships. 

Yet it is hard to fund large financial goals 
without budgeting to save and control 
spending.  Enter the practical couple’s 

budget.  It’s a simple method to budget 
without all the spreadsheets, receipts and 
stress.

To start, you and your partner should 
determine how much money you’d like to 
be collectively saving each month. Once 
you agree on an amount, divvy the total 
amount to be saved between in proportion 
to how much money each of you makes. 
This determines how much each partner 
should save each month.

Next, each person should open a savings 
account that they do not use regularly. 
Out of sight, out of mind is the idea. It’s 
inadvisable to use an account linked to a 
checking account or credit card. The point 
is to sock money away without temptation 
to spend it. An online money market 
account works well.

Whenever each partner gets paid they 
should immediately (pay yourself first) 
transfer their designated savings amount 
into their “out of sight” savings account. 
That’s step 1.

Step 2 is the last step. Simply limit your 
credit card usage to small purchases like 
buying gas. Do not allow yourself to 
spend with any magnitude using credit 
cards. Use only debit cards or cash to pay 
for monthly expenses.

Following this simple 2 step process 
automatically accomplishes two things. 
First, you are saving the amount of money 
you want. Second, you live within your 
means because you can only spend what 
you can afford each month because 
you aren’t living on credit. It takes 
some adjustment, but I’ve seen couples 
have more success with this method 
of budgeting than any other I’ve come 
across.
 
Brian Winters is President and Financial 
Planner at Guardian Financial Planning, 
LLC, an independent Registered 
Investment Advisor serving the planning 
and investment needs of the LGBT 
community throughout Lansing, Jackson 
and Ann Arbor. He can be reached at 
brian@7advice.com.
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LCC GSA
INFORMATION

 The public is welcome to at-
tend our meetings but you have to 
be a Lansing Community College 
student taking at least one credit to 
vote in elections and go on trips.
 LCC GSA meetings are held 
on Mondays in student personal 
service room 211 on LCC’s main 
campus 4:30 to 6:00 pm!
 For more information please 
contact Jennifer Spenny (spennyj@
lcc.edu) or Gina Beaudry (beau-
drg@lcc.edu)

Bill & Larry
November 2, 2009

40 years!!!

(This is no secret!!!  
It’s an outstanding 
accomplishment!!!)

Lisa M Harris & 
Julie Vander Galien
November 10, 2009

9 years!!!

Congratulations!!!

Successful Annual 
LAHR Meeting
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Following the Lansing Area AIDS Walk 
on September 27, 2009, LAHR held one 
of its largest Annual Meetings in recent 
times with 14 people participating.  All 
of the newly elected Board members 
were present at the Annual Meeting.  See 
enclosed picture.

The primary item on the agenda was the 
election of Board members, including 
Penny, Cindy, Joe, Nancy V., Bill and 
Jillian.  In addition, we elected one new 
Board member, Gary Hicks.  All members 
serve a two year term.  The other Board 
members will be elected next year.  The 
officers, from among the Board members, 

will be elected at a future Board meeting.  
All existing officers are running for re-
election.

The LAHR Board currently has two 
vacant seats on our 16 member Board.  
We would like to encourage you to join 
our very active LAHR Board and help 
to accomplish some important goal you 
would like to see become a reality in our 
local community.  If you are interested in 
making a difference in our community, 
please contact Penny at marydpenny@
yahoo.com or 484-4512 or Bill at 
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net or 337-1419.  
The Board can fill a vacant position at 
any time during the year.  Please consider 
joining the Board!!!

Also, at the Annual Meeting, the Board 
discussed our successful 30th Anniversary 
activities, possibly sending someone to 

the HRC dinner in Detroit and possibly 
establishing a new social monthly dinner 
group.

LAHR Board members L ro R:  Gary Hicks, 
Jillian Pastour, Cindy Redman, Pam Allen, 

Nancy VanHoozier, President Penny Gardner, 
Lisa Haston, Mike Carlson, Joe Marutiak, 

Nancy English, Kirk Taskila, Brian Winters, 
and Judy Bohms. 

 

Picture by Bill Beachler.
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OUT OF 
AFGHANISTAN!

No additional troops,
A timeline for withdrawal of forces,
Talks with all parties to the conflict,

 Generous civilian-led development funds.

Working for Peace & Justice 
The Greater Lansing Network 

Against War & Injustice
www.glnawi.org

e-mail: glnawi2004@yahoo.com

Patina Enlightenment

by Damita J. Zweiback, 
DPA

   

Hello Fellow Readers, 

The fall months (October and November) 
often represent a time for creativity to me.  
Perhaps it’s the beauty of the changing 
fall colors, the brisk coolness of the air, 
the thought of warm apple cider, or the 
warmth of a fireplace as we begin to work 
away at our indoor projects.  Whether 
we’re helping children plan their “bested 
Halloween costume yet”, finishing –up 
or launching  a new project at work ,  
working away at holiday crafts,  or just 
organizing around the house packing away 
summer gear  and getting ready for winter, 
we are imaginatively making way for the 
new.  Conscious of it or not, for many, 
this period is also a time for putting old 
ideas behind us - letting them cool off, die 
or retract- following nature’s pattern  of 
preparation for the next season of growth.   
This month, I’m sharing with you a 
creative project that aims to open the mind 
to a new way of reflecting on the people 
around us.  One of the goals of writing 
this column is to feature local people who 
bring forth new concepts that help us 
see things from a different perspective.  
The idea is to initiate conversation and 
thinking.  One person who shares this goal 
is the subject of this month’s article. 

You may know her well and may know 
her work – a wonderful example of patina 
enlightenment and creativity.   Suellen 
Hozman’s picture portraits are a reflection 
of her own soul as well as of those she 
photographs.  If you’ve seen her work you 
will know that a bit of Suellen’s DNA is 
embedded in every piece of an exhibit.   
Each item has a story – a rich history of 
the time, location, and events surrounding 

when, how and why the work was formed.  
And each creation tells a story – of the 
individual’s experience and the footprints 
left in their journey of life.  Her last 
project, “Facial Vision” was a unique and 
brilliant creation of portraits, reproduced 
in touchable art, of friends in the blind 
community – many of whom were, only 
then, able to “see” their portraits for the 
first time.  To learn more about Facial 
Vision visit www.facialvision.com.  

This time, Suellen takes reflection to 
another dimension in her latest project 
– “Blended People.”  In her own words, 
Suellen describes the project… 

“Social justice is a higher 
value for me.  I truly believe 
that we won’t make it until 
we get to the point where the 
first thing we think when we 
see another person is ‘human 
being’.  I want to do an art show 
that embraces that concept.  
Sometimes people identify 
other people [or themselves] 

as part of this or that.  I want 
to photograph people from 
diverse backgrounds, ‘blended 
people’… from birth to one 
hundred who represent blends 
from all parts of the globe.  This 
will be a show where the people 
photographed are 100% human 
beings.  I want to photograph 
the future.  I want to photograph 
hope.  It is my hope that the show 
gives sanctuary to celebrating 
that we are all human beings.” 

Suellen’s show will feature black and 
white 8” x 10” photographs matted 
and framed and is anticipated to open 
sometime in 2010.  If you’re interested in 
co-creating with Suellen or would like to 
recommend someone to be photographed, 
you can reach her at 517-482-1908 or 
suellenyh@yahoo.com . 
  
As always, 
Be open to the questions that the answers 
may bring. 
Damita

10 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



Positively Speaking
Thanksgiving 
Reflections

by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.
 
This past Sunday. 
October 4th, I quietly 

observed the 30th Anniversary of my 
partner, Jon’s, and my meeting.  As many 
of you already know, from past articles 
and speeches in numerous venues, I lost 
my partner, Jon, to AIDS in May 1996.  
With the observance of Thanksgiving and 
the various holiday seasons approaching, 
I find myself in a period of reflection and 
treasured memories.  As so often happens 
at this time of year, I often think of Jon.  I 
would like to, once again, share a rather 
quiet moment from May of 1996 that I 
have shared many times in the past.  

Although almost silent at the time, that 
singular moment has come to resound 
quite loudly for me through the ensuing 
years and has, for me, become one of 
those pivotal teaching moments. A few 
days before Jon passed from this place I 
was sitting by his bedside in our living 
room with our parish priest, Father Dick 
Morris, who had ministered to Jon and 
I throughout the course of this 
battle.  During one of his few 
lucid moments in those last days, 
Jon looked at both of us, with still 
vibrant blue eyes, and quietly said 
“Thank You”.  With moist eyes, 
Father Morris and I both smiled 
at him and insisted that no thanks 
were necessary.  Jon looked at us 
again, with a bit of German English 
consternation, and stated simply, 
“No, you do not understand”.  
He continued with a bit of quiet 
insistence, “I mean I am thankful 
for everything, I am thankful for 
the life I have had.  I’ve had good 
people in it. It has been a good 
life”…Teaching words, and in 
retrospect, very true words.  For 
even though Jon passed at the 
young age of 36 after a devastating 
battle with this disease, he had 
indeed had a good life, he had 
fought the good fight, and wanted it 
known that he had found peace and 

tremendous thanksgiving.  Having been 
by my side for 17 years, Jon, I knew, was 
quite simply, prepared to go.
 
Over the past 13 years three things have 
consistently been reinforced for me as I 
have thought about this moment in my 
life.  They are:
 
First; the need to be thankful for the 
gifts we experience in our lives and to 
appreciate the people who enter our lives,
 
Second; the extent to which our faith 
communities can offer comfort and 
support to those battling HIV and engage 
themselves in this struggle if they choose 
to do so, and
 
Third; how utterly unprepared I was for 
Jon’s passing in light of his own obvious 
preparedness for that day.
 
Over the course of the next few months, I 
will try to touch on each of these with just 
a few words.  With this column, I will start 
with the first.
 
Too often we take for granted the gifts 
that life has indeed provided us and more 
importantly how enriched our lives have 
been by some of the people who enter it.  I 
am surrounded on a daily basis by people 
who are both caregivers and in many 

ways, gifts.  There are HIV prevention and 
care staff who provide care, comfort, and 
compassion to the individuals, families, 
and communities they serve.  There are 
agencies whose stated mission it is to 
improve individual lives and benefit entire 
communities.  Most importantly there 
are those individuals who are caregivers 
to loved ones living with HIV or AIDS 
and those individuals who continue to be 
caregivers to family members and loved 
ones even as they, themselves, do battle 
with this often debilitating disease.  Too 
often we fail to give thanks and appreciate 
those in our very midst.  Let’s be 
appreciative of these individuals and like- 
minded individuals who enter and exit our 
lives on a daily basis. 
 
During the past year I have been witness 
to a resurgence of the support that LAAN 
has experienced from Lansing’s LGBT 
community.  That support and partnership 
goes back to the very origins of this 
agency in 1985 and is a friendship for 
which I am extremely grateful.  Although 
always a strong community partner, the 
strengthening alliances of the separate 
LGBT organizations and allies have 
strengthened all of us individually and 
collectively.  Throughout the year, LAAN 
has been the recipient of tremendous 
support from various LGBT organizations 

(Continued on page 13)
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Washington Responds
Senator Carl Levin Responds to a 
LAHR Member

Subject:  Employment Discrimination & 
Marriage Amendment 
 
Thank you for contacting me about the 
rights of gays and lesbians.  I appreciate 
hearing your views. 
 
Currently, federal law provides 
legal protection against employment 
discrimination on the basis of race, 
gender, religion, national origin and 
disability, but not sexual orientation. I 
believe all working people have a right 
to be judged by the quality of their work 
performance, which led me to cosponsor 
the Employment Non-Discrimination Act 
(S.1705). This bill would have prohibited 
discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation.  Unfortunately, this bill was 
not considered before the adjournment of 
the 108th Congress. 
 
With regard to the Federal Marriage 

Amendment, I believe Constitutional 
amendments should be adopted only when 
circumstances require that such action is 
necessary to preserve or enhance personal 
freedom and liberty and to strengthen our 
democratic institutions. Additionally, I 
believe this issue was addressed through 
the Defense of Marriage Act (P.L.104-
199), which was signed into law by 
President Clinton on September 21, 1996.  
I voted for this law because I support the 
continuation of the legal definition of 
marriage as a union between a man and a 
woman. 
 
Thank you again for contacting me. I will 
keep your views in mind should legislation 
concerning these issues come before the 
U.S. Senate. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carl Levin, United States Senator

(Publisher’s Note – I have now received 
many emails from people, including my 
own, from U. S. governmental officials 
on a variety of subjects.  Beginning in 
May, I am going to include one letter per 
month entitled “Washington Responds.”  

I hope these letters provide you a better 
understanding of where our elected 
officials stand on important LGBT issues 
and a better understanding of the issue.  If 
you receive responses, please email them 
to me.  Thank You!)

Census News
from NGLTF

The National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force applauds reports that the U.S. 
Census Bureau will count married 
same-sex couples in the 2010 census, 
reversing an earlier decision made 
under the Bush administration.  
Previously, same-sex couples only had 
the option of checking off “unmarried 
partner,” which will remain an option.  
The Task Force has played a leading 
role in getting the Census Bureau to 
change course. Task Force staffers 
have been pressing for a reversal of the 
discriminatory policy in meetings that 
started in late 2008 with the Obama 
transition team, continuing later with 
officials from the White House, Census 
Bureau and Commerce Department.
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Pastor Paul
by Paul S. Downie

 

Publisher’s Note – Pastor Paul 
contacted me to express regrets for not 
be able to write his article this month.  
He is busy trying to meet an important 
deadline.  He promises that he will have 
his regular article in the December 
issue in time for the upcoming 
holidays!!

and has been fortunate in sharing a variety 
of venues and events with those groups.  

AIDS Walk Lansing/East Lansing 
2009 gave witness to that revitalized 
relationship on September 27.  The 
community’s presence was obvious. 
Breakfast was prepared and served by 
the Great Lakes Pride Band.  Lunch 
was prepared and served by the Greater 
Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus.  Both groups 
provided entertainment during the Noon 
ceremony.  Michigan Pride and Suits and 
the City staffed booths at the events and 
sold items that directly benefited LAAN.  
Numerous college and university LGBT 
organizations provided Walk Teams 
and support for the event. I like to think 
that LAAN was gifted with not only a 
beautiful fall day but a day enhanced 

with a very obvious rainbow.  For that 
specific support and all of the support 
from the LGBT Community throughout 
the year I am deeply grateful and full of 
thanksgiving.  It is the kind of support that 
agencies such as LAAN continue to find 
critical.
 
In closing, let us find a way to be thankful 
for something each and every day.  Jon, 
like so many of those whom we have 
loved and lost, taught me that if you take 
but a moment to look, you will find joy 
in even the most unlikely of places.  You 
will always have those caretakers and 
quiet angels watching over you.  You will 
always have those moments that provide 
you renewed strength. You will always 
find something to be thankful for.

(Continued from page 11)

Thanksgiving Reflections
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For all your printing needs:

3711 Plaza Drive • Lansing, MI 48906 • 517.321.3731 • Fax: 517.321.1283 • northside7@sbcglobal.net

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Advertise in the LGBT News! 

* Sexuality - What is it?  
* What do all these letters mean - 
LGBTQ? 
* What is “Coming Out”? And, is it 
something you want or need to do? 
* What are the pros and cons of coming 
out to husbands, children, family, friends, 
co-workers? 
* How do you manage the roller coaster of 
emotions - grief, loss, and exhilaration of 
your newfound self? 
* How do you find a support system? 
Where is the LGBTQ community? 
* How do date in the same sex world, etc. 
 
The group meets at the Women’s Center of 
Greater Lansing, 1712 E. Michigan Ave. 
on Wednesdays from 6 - 8 pm. Call the 
Center to register ~ 372-9163. 

(Continued from page 6)

Women’s Support GroupPresident’s Support
from HRC

President Obama told LGBT Americans 
that his commitment to ending 
discrimination in the military, in the 
workplace and for loving couples and 
their families is “unwavering”. He made it 
crystal clear that he is our strongest ally in 
this fight, that he understands and, in fact, 
encourages our activism and our voice 
even when we’re impatient with the pace 
of change.
And we heard unequivocally about the 
repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell: “I am 
working with the Pentagon, its leadership 
and members of the House and Senate 
to end this policy. I will end Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell. That is my commitment to 
you.”

Finally, we heard something quite 
remarkable from the President: “You will 
see a time in which we as a nation finally 
recognize relationships between two 
men and two women as just as real and 
admirable as relationships between a man 
and a woman.

It was an historic night when we felt 
the full embrace and commitment of the 
President of the United States. It’s simply 
unprecedented.  In the days and weeks 
ahead we’ll move quickly to capitalize 
on this momentum.  We are much closer 
to attaining real equality and protecting 
millions of Americans.

PFLAG Detroit Event
Friday, Dec. 4, 2009 
at 7:30pm

Bishop John 
Shelby Spong

Doors will open 6:30 pm. Bishop will speak 
promptly at 7:30pm.

Seating will be limited
Advance Ticket Sales $20.00 
(ends November 20, 2009)
At-the-door price $25.00 

Dessert Buffet following the Bishop’s 
presentation 

The event will be held at  
Lutheran Church of The Master  
3333 Coolidge Troy MI 48084  

For more information, visit the PFLG Detroit 
web site at: www.pflagdetroit.org

14 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



Calendar of Events!
SUNDAY

•	 Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service - 1501 
Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, 800 Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday 
Service 10am, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
9:15am & 11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - Call Bill for information at 337-1419.
•	 Fellowship for Today - Rev. Karen Arndorfer - at 5:30 p.m. - Open & 

Affirming = 855 Grove St., East Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or 
info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting 
Sept. at 11 a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 
371-3010 or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org.

MONDAY
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus - 7-9pm @ University Lutheran 

church, 1020 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: 
Lisa Haston, haston@lcc.edu.

•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.

•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 
S. Waverly Rd.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 

class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the 

Molly Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa 
St. in downtown Lansing from 6:45-8:45pm. To email: info@glgmc.org 
or visit the website at www.glgmc.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies 
of Faith Working for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the 
third Tuesday of each month in Lansing at a different spiritual place – 
contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.
faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - Every Wednesday at the Unity 

of Greater Lansing church, 240 Marshall St.. For information call Paul 
or Phil at 517-664-1275.

•	 GLSEN Mid-Michigan - 4:30 p.m. 3rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.

•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www. 
suitsandthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization.

•	 LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 8-10 
p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, 2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. For 
questions or info contact Kevin Magnan at kevinmagnan@yahoo.com

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
THURSDAY

•	 LAHR Bowling - LAHR bowling is taking a break!  Bowling is now on 
hold.  When the group decides to meet again, I’ll send out another 
note. - Greg

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building 262. 
Contact advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu 

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. 4th Sat. each month – meet at Flap 

Jack at Frandor. Contact Bill 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .

q $15.00 Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $20.00 Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
q $40.00 Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household
and a tax deduction.
q $50.00 Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights 
for up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through 

civil rights activities, communications, education, social events and supportive services.”

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 18041, Lansing, MI 48901

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 517-337-1419 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Join LAHR TodAy 
And GeT A 

FRee T-SHiRT!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support
its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. Renewing members who donate at
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826
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