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LAHR Joined by 
Suits in the City
Plans Marching 
in the City of Lansing
150th Anniversary Parade,  
May 16th

by Penny Gardner, 
LAHR President

Behind a 
banner noting our 
communities’ value and 
presence in the city of 
Lansing, LGBT and 
allied organizations, 

social groups, softball teams, choruses, 
businesses, churches, and others, will 
march in Lansing’s 150th Anniversary 
Celebration Parade.

Think athletes, representing various 
countries, marching proudly into the 
Olympic Stadium, holding high uniformly 
sized and printed signs identifying their 
affiliation.  This is the vision LAHR and 
Suits has for our LGBT communities 
marching in this important public 
event.  Not only will we be seen, we will 
demonstrate the value of our participation 
in the life and culture of our state’s capital 
city.

Here is what LAHR needs.  To march 
each contingent must register with the 
city.  LAHR will register your group, 
and pay the registration fee of $10.  By 

the registration fee being handled by 
LAHR, it will insure we all get to march 
together, and that the name of your 
group will be recorded in the program.  
Further, LAHR and Suits will also 
provide you with the sign. 
What we need though is the name you 

wish printed on the sign, and the date your 
group started in Lansing.  For instance, 
LAHR’s sign would read:  “Lansing 
Association for Human Rights in Lansing 
since 1979.”   City Pulse’s sign would read: 
“The City Pulse read in Lansing since 
2000.”  “Goldenrod Music promoting 
independent music in Lansing since 1974.” 
Suits in the City, Networking in Lansing 
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Old Town Bar Reopens 
as Non-Smoking 
Chrome Cat

Fans of Lansing’s old 505 bar, which 
closed several months ago, are celebrating 
the recent opening of the 3,000 square foot 
Chrome Cat.

The new bar replaces the Rendezvous on 
the Grand bar, which closed at the end of 
2008. Lisa Whitehead and Michelle Taylor 
own the new Chrome Cat, which is now a 
nonsmoking bar. 

“We polled the 505 crowd and they said 
their No. 1 wish was for a nonsmoking 
bar and a well-lit parking lot,” Taylor says. 
“Some people were a little put off by the 
nonsmoking, but 98 percent love it.”

Taylor says they’re going to make some 
minor renovations to the bar, including 
repainting the walls and replacing the 
light fixtures. Taylor’s already made 
several managerial changes, hiring all new 
staff, including Executive Chef Simone 
Latuszek. Taylor’s also encouraging local 
musicians and artists who fly under the 
radar to take advantage of her stage and 
wall space.

“We want to get people here that you 
don’t normally hear of,” Taylor says.

Traditionally a lesbian bar, 505 closed in 
July 2008. It was renovated and reopened 
several months later under new ownership. 
It’s now the Corner Bar & Grill.

The Chrome Cat is located at 226 E. 
Grand River Ave.

Thanks to the Capital Gains 
electronic newsletter.

Making Change
by Nancy English, 
LAHR Board

I had heard through 
the grapevine that the 
Y was going to change 
its policy regarding 
family memberships 
being denied to 

same-sex couples. I wanted to believe 
that they did so, but honestly, I was a 
little skeptical that the folks at the Y 
actually changed the rules. Then I read 
about it in John Schneider’s column and 
then today, February 11th, Sarah Himes 
e-mailed me the City Pulse article stating 
that the Y policy was indeed changing on 
March 1st of this year. Even though the 
Y is not putting in writing that “same-sex 
couples/families” are entitled to family 
memberships, at least they are changing 
the policy so they can. So thank you to 
Sarah, to Berl Schwartz and the City Pulse, 
to LAHR, the Greater Lansing Network 
Against War and Injustice (GLNAWI), 
Gone Wired Café’, Everybody Reads 
and everyone who signed a petition. And 
thanks to Kirk Taskila for his help with the 
Y t-shirts (what are we going to do with the 
rest of them?). Sometimes when we all get 
together to fight an injustice, justice will 
prevail.

Just a couple of hours after I wrote 
the above, I received an e-mail from 
the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) 
re: an anti-gay propaganda film titled, 
“Speechless. Silencing Christians” that 
WOOD TV in Grand Rapids had scheduled 
to air. This film was being promoted and 
was paid for, no surprise here, by the 
American Family Association (aka Gary 
Glenn) of Midland, MI.

In the e-mail was one of those automatic 
response letters that you could click on 
telling WOOD TV to not air the AFA’s 
propaganda piece. The next day I received 
another e-mail from HRC telling 
me that because WOOD TV 
was swamped with e-mails, it 
was now yanking the program 

(continued on page 2)
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Letter from the Prez
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 
I have been given a 

day over dead-line to 
write my March letter 
to you. I have hopes 
that by having an extra 
day news leaked to us 
would be made public 

by the Lansing YMCA.  We have heard 
from two credible sources that the Y has 
changed its policy on not allowing our 
families the discounts available to other 
families. 

Although I have had this extra day, alas 
the Y has not yet made public this policy 
change. Surely by publication of this 
newsletter we will all be eligible for these 
discounts and the value of our families 
will have been recognized by the Y.  

For those who are not regular readers, 
the process of these events began with 
a customer of the Y coming to LAHR 
Board member Nancy English with her 
complaint.  Although at one Y she and 
her partner were eligible for the family 
discount offered freely to heterosexual 
families, no questions asked, no proof 
of status required, when she applied for 

this same discount from another Lansing 
Y, she was told she and her partner were 
not eligible.  The Y further made all 
Greater Lansing Y’s compliant with this 
discriminatory policy.  Nancy brought it 
to the board and the board joined the Y 
member in her complaint.  

After research revealed that this was 
a local policy and determined by the 
local entity, we devised an action that 
addressed the problem locally.  As a 
locally based human rights organization, 
this fit right into our mission of 
improving the quality of rights for 
Lesbian, Gay, Transgender, and Bisexual 
people in the Greater Lansing area.

GLNAWI and the Peace Education 
Network joined LAHR in producing 
and distributing post-cards seeking 
eligibility for the discount for our 
families.  Individually signed, 500 of 
these cards, addressed to Mr. Fragale, 
CEO of the Y were mailed to him, five at 
a time over a two month period.  LAHR 
Board Member Kirk Taskila, and LAHR, 
designed and produced T-shirts protesting 
the Y’s current policy. 

Members of the Y in support of 

extending this policy of family discount 
wore the T-shirts and lobbied on behalf 
of the requested change. The City Pulse 
publicized and informed their readers of 
the blatant discriminatory Y policy.   John 
Schneider of the Lansing State Journal 
also wrote an article about it.   

Several points I am making in writing 
in detail about our success is that it 
started with an individual taking an 
action.  It spread to an organization’s 
effort, and was picked up by other 
organizations and individuals, all of 
which were made public to the broader 
community.  Give yourselves a hand!  
The power of one in concert with 
committed and dedicated individuals 
hearing and responding resulted in this 
positive change.  

A caveat:  What if by the time you have 
this story in your hands, the Y has yet to 
announce the policy change?    Get back 
on it!  A changed policy is not changed,  
if it is not made public.

Thank you for supporting LAHR 
through your membership and by being 
informed and active.  

Best wishes, Penny

from its schedule. This is great news but 
the AFA is looking to show this piece of 
crap nation-wide, so be on the look-out for 
it to pop up on your television station.

There are a number of anti-LGBT films 
out there, as you probably know. One that 
I saw for sale online is titled, “They’re 
Coming to Your Town” another wonderful 
AFA production. This great film is about 
the town of Eureka, Arkansas and how it 

was taken over (including the city council) 
by a bunch of homosexuals. In fact Eureka 
is now so gay that it is known as the, “San 
Francisco of Arkansas.” (According to the 
AFA, Eureka, Arkansas is now a “national 
hub for homosexuals.” I had no idea. 
Maybe I should include Eureka – Latin for, 
“I have found it” - in my summer vacation 
plans). The AFA is selling this DVD so 
people everywhere will know how and 

why this happened and that homosexual 
activists are planning to do this 
everywhere! I would really love to see this 
crazy thing but I just can’t bring myself to 
send the AFA any money to purchase it. 

Since the AFA is so determined to paint 
itself as “Christian” and spread LGBT 
bigotry as far and wide as it can, I will 
probably be writing about this hateful 
“organization” a lot more. Stay tuned.

Making Change continued
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LGBT Aging – Part IV
Gay Elders’ Distinctive Challenges  
(Publisher’s Note – Recently I have received a few messages on 
the subject of LGBT aging.  It has been suggested that we include 
some information in the newsletter about this important and 
growing issue/problem.  I have compiled these messages into a 
four part series of short articles and hope to include them in the 
newsletter as space allows.  Parts I. II, and III were included in the 
November, December, and February issues, respectively and this 
is the last of the VI part series.)

Ruth Juster is 85. She’s managed to build a family of her own 
— she and her longtime partner raised a daughter they adopted 
from Paraguay, and now they’re contemplating getting married. 

Juster also keeps busy as chief organizer for SAGE’s annual 
women’s dance — the 25th anniversary gala took place in late 
October, and the turnout was around 500.

“There are always things still left to be done,” she said at her 
West Village apartment. “My advice is to gather up your energy 
and courage, get involved and suddenly the world will feel open to 
you.” 

A Minneapolis native, Juster came to New York in 1945, 
seeking fame as a journalist. She worked for a news service and 
for magazines, traveled abroad, and gradually shifted into a long 
career in market research. Her first lesbian love affair occurred in 
Italy, in the 1950s; the couple returned together to New York. 

“Way back then, being gay or lesbian was viewed as sinful. We 
hid. There were raids on the bars. Society looked down on us,” she 
said. 

“A lot of people remained under the influence of that prejudice 
and kept their lives secret. We have to reach these seniors and let 
them know life is much different now. You have to speak up.” 

Back in his prime, Frank Carter danced for Earl Hines, the great 
jazz pianist, and other well-known musical acts. He performed 
in night clubs and at the famed Apollo Theater in Harlem, even 
starred on a television show in Venezuela. 

Now he has a pacemaker and a slew of daily medications, but 
his memory and self-deprecating humor remain sharp. 

In his tiny backyard patio, he shows visitors a mesmerizing 
scrapbook filled with photographs of himself on stage and at 
backstage parties, as well as dozens of portraits of the stars he 
accompanied or met — Eartha Kitt, Lena Horne, Melba Moore 
among them. Artwork collected from his travels covers the walls 
of his apartment. 

Born in Chicago in 1922, one of eight siblings, he taught 
himself dancing before moving to New York in 1949. “Use your 

heart,” he remembers his mother telling him. “Do what you want 
to do.” 

He recalled some down times — his youthful dismay at hearing 
an anti-gay epithet, some of his friends contracting HIV years 
later. But mostly he looked back with delight and pride. 

Gigi Stoll, who describes their relationship as “like family,” 
encourages his recollections. 

“You were so bad,” she teases approvingly. 
“I was terrible,” Carter replies, with a soft smile, “I had fun. 

People came after me. Sometimes you said yes, sometimes you 
said no. I could pick and choose.” 

“I’ve had a tremendous life,” he added. “Not one moment do I 
regret.” 

If some gays in their 70s and 80s have been emboldened to 
speak up, the noise level from the generation following them will 
certainly be louder. 

Gay and lesbian baby boomers — sometimes called the 
Stonewall Generation in honor of the 1969 New York riots that 
launched the gay-rights movement — have been accustomed 
since young adulthood to being open about their sexuality and 
aggressive in seeking civil rights. 

This means that policy makers — and the younger generation of 
gay-rights leaders — are likely to face ongoing pressure from gay 
seniors to take their priorities into account. 

“The Stonewall Generation is an activist generation,” said 
Amber Hollibaugh. “We had to gear up to fight an epidemic 
(AIDS). We built the institutions to take care of our own 
community in the face of government refusal to do that, and we 
understand what it means to build an infrastructure to deal with 
our own aging.” 

Gay activists now regard the AARP as a valuable ally on aging 
issues —and welcome this as a turnaround from benign neglect 
toward their elders in the past. 

“It was clear we had to begin to pay some attention to what 
those different groups bring to the table,” said Percil Stanford, the 
AARP’s chief diversity officer. 

With a membership spanning the political spectrum, the AARP 
generally doesn’t take stands on gay-rights issues, such as same-
sex marriage.  However, Stanford said same-sex partners should 
be afforded the same rights regarding health care decisions that 
straight couples have. 

Financial security also is a concern — a bereaved gay or lesbian 
partner receives no Social Security survivor benefits. SAGE 
estimates that 70 percent of its clients have annual pretax incomes 
under $20,000, and Michael Adams says many gay boomers 
are notorious procrastinators — worse than straights — when it 
comes to long-term financial and health care planning. 

Another challenge facing gay baby boomers — perhaps more 
so than their straight counterparts — is ageism. They perceive the 
celebration of youth and good looks, and the relative invisibility of 
older people, to be particularly pervasive in gay popular culture.

“It overvalues one stage in your life and underscores a fear of 
getting old — not just 70 or 80, but 40 or 50,” said Hollibaugh. 
“You’re terrified. You think, ‘It’s over for me.’ It creates a tendency 
to lie about how old we are.” 

Gay boomers are apt to shake up this mind-set, Hollibaugh said. 
“It’s not a generation that’s going to be quiet in the face of their 
own community’s refusal to deal with aging.” 

- from David Crary, Associated Press
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Our Families 
by Mary Boudreau

“Come Into 
The Light”

Remember that old 
curse, “May you live 
in interesting times!”  
I know many of us are 
feeling the true brunt 

of that curse, and many of are wondering 
“What did I do to deserve this?”  I have 
this discussion quite often with both my 
young adult children and the hundreds of 
people I interact with weekly.  I was talking 
to my parents about this, and I continue to 
get insights from those survivors of the last 
depression.  

I know this is unpopular, but I think we 
all need to take a “nibble” of responsibility 
for the current state of the world.  Of 
course, there are some “fat cats” who 
need to take a much larger “bite” but 
that doesn’t take away from the need for 
personal and serious shared responsibility.  
Have we ever bought something we 
couldn’t realistically afford?  Have we 
really used our resources (including our 

education, training, privilege) to make 
things better?  Are we living in a larger 
home than we need?  Do we spend our 
money on things we really value, and have 
value?  What kind of world are we leaving 
to future generations?

Another unpopular opinion is that life is 
NOT to be avoided.  Of course, we all have 
moments every day when we need to rest, 
relax, and unwind.  However, many of us 
are using various tools to avoid awareness 
altogether.  I’m shocked at how many 
people are living in a fog of chemicals, 
electronics, or isolation.  I know these 
things are cyclical, but we all have a part in 
encouraging ourselves and others to “come 
into the light”.  Things may not always be 
“pretty” but old wounds will never heal 
when they are ignored.

Despite the tough times, there is a great 
deal of hope.  All of our kids have found 
some work (although none of the jobs are 
perfect) and they are all in school.  We 
live in a community with many wonderful 
resources.  One of the best is Lansing 
Community College.  The programs they 
offer can truly give people a great start 
on their future, no matter what their ages.  
I’m saddened to see many people who 

squander this important resource, however.  
I recently heard a sad story of someone 
wasting their entire financial aid grant on 
drugs--in one day.  I don’t think any of us 
want to see that type of waste.

Ultimately, these tough times may make 
us better.  We may be respected for our 
emotional fortitude and honest personality, 
rather than our great possessions and 
amazing spending habits.  I think our 
community will be much richer for it. 
 

since 2006.” 
 Please go to LAHR’s web-site and fill in 

the parade form.  Join us in this wonderful 
opportunity to show our pride, power and 
purpose by celebrating Lansing’s history.

Coordinators of the LGBT Parade 
Presence are Nancy English and Penny 
Gardner of LAHR and Monique Goch of 
Suits in the City.  Please contact a LAHR 
Board member or a Suits board member 
for more information.  

I can’t wait!    

Marching continued
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GREATER LANSING GAY MEN'S CHORUS
Artistic Director - Job Description

Description:

The Artistic Director develops and nurtures the artistic product of the Chorus. He/she
reports to the Director’s Advisory Committee (DAC) and to the Board of Directors.

Duties:

 Attend all regular and annual GLGMC Board Meetings.
This position is a non-expiring member of the Board of Directors.

 Work to actively recruit new members to the Chorus.
 Hold (informal) auditions for new Chorus members, soloists, accompanists,

and other required musicians or performers.
 Aspire to attain the highest quality of musicianship by chorus members.
 Prepare and conduct the Chorus musically for all rehearsals and performances.
 Work with the Director’s Advisory Committee (DAC) to research and select

concert schedule (including rehearsals), theme, repertoire,
and arrange for the purchase of new music.

 Work with Program Committee to provide pertinent information
for concert programs.

 Appoint an Assistant Conductor, Principle and Assistant Accompanists,
and Section Leaders, as he/she might deem appropriate.

 Notify the Secretary or other designated person
of music distribution requirements and dates.

 Work with the Board of Directors and other contacts
to determine long-range goals for the Chorus.

 Work with Director’s Advisory Committee and Board of Directors
to prepare concert and operational budgets.

 Foster good working relationships with GALA and other LGBT friendly choruses.
 Act as musical spokesperson of the Chorus to the media

and selected community functions.
 Work to maintain archival recordings of the Chorus.
 Other duties as negotiated with the GLGMC.

Requirements:

 Bachelor/Master degree in music or equivalent background.
 Experience in conducting choral groups and knowledge of male voice.
 Ability to work with all levels of musicianship and set common goals.

Honorarium:

 This is an independent contractor position with payment terms negotiated.

GREATER LANSING GAY MEN'S CHORUS
Artistic Director - Job Advertisement

The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus (GLGMC) is now taking applications for a new
Artistic Director. The position will begin fall of 2009. Please contact vp@glgmc.org if you
are interested in applying or formore information. Applications are being accepted through
March 2009.

GREATER LANSING GAY MEN'S CHORUS
Artistic Director - Job Advertisement

The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus (GLGMC) is now taking applications for a new
Artistic Director. The position will begin fall of 2009. Please contact vp@glgmc.org if you
are interested in applying or formore information. Applications are being accepted through
March 2009.
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Visit us at:
2019 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912

or call us at: (517) 346-9900
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Everybody Reads exists to empower the underrepresented  
individuals and families in the tri-county area through a 

comprehensive community bookstore and 
neighborhood resource center.

Pastor Paul
by Paul S. Downie

Darkness and 
Hope:  the 
LIGHT

I’ve been an Episcopal 
Church priest 49 

years.  I¹m still Associate Parish Clergy 
at All Saints’, East Lansing, and I preside 
at all Thursday 7 am Eucharists (Holy 
Communion).  I’m picked up at 6:15 am 
because my Neurologist has ordered me 
not to drive.  I taught 30 years at Lansing 
Community College, and retired May 
2005 (4 years after my first stroke, and 2 
months before turning 75).  I’ve returned 
as a substitute occasionally, including 3 1/2 
weeks for 2 courses April ‘08 (3 months 
before I was 78).  Sunday 03/11/’07, 
in Hastings where I was interim pastor, 
I celebrated Eucharist and the Bishop 
preached.  That night my aortic valve 
failed, and I reached ER by ambulance, 
nearly dead.      

My “Medical Adventures” and 
Health.  Prostatectomy, radiation, hormone 
treatment, then no treatment for 3 1/2 
years; now, cancer of 11 years remains in 
remission.  Mild aortic valve stenosis 8 
years ago; 4 months later ischemic stroke, 
moderate disability on my body’s left 
side.  Tests 07/’05 and 07/’06 show aortic 
valve severe but not critical; no coronary 
symptoms, so surgery is too high a risk due 
to prior stroke and age.  Cleveland Clinic 
8 months later confirms, but suggests I 
return in 2-3 weeks for more consults and 
prep for surgery; 6 days later on 03/11/’07 

my aortic valve failed.  Pet Scan reveals 
2 more strokes, with further impact on 
my body’s left side; but no Alzheimer or 
dementia.  With my new cow valve, I went 
from hospital to Burcham Hills Health 
Center, then to Burcham’s Resident Center 
5/’07.  Great recovery, and I went home 
8/’07.  A Burcham dining room waiter/
college student, Sam, moved into my 
annex across the driveway, gave excellent 
care where I need help.  He returned 
home 8/’08 when hit by recession.  Sat-
Sun 9/27-28/’08, I’m extremely wobbly 
and unstable, not realizing I had a strep 
infection in my blood heading toward 
my zero immunity cow valve, and 
severely destabilizing my whole body and 
balance.  (I’d failed to request antibiotics 
prior to recent dental work.)  I fell, for the 
first time inside my home in 71/2 years 
since my first stroke.  Hospital, Dobie Rd 
sub-acute rehab, home again 2 days before 
Thanksgiving 2008.         

I’m happy to be home, surrounded by 
1936 furnishings I grew up with, being 
creative and productive; and with Jinx, 
who was 3 months old when he and 
Geoffrey moved into my annex for 3 
years.  Then they traveled the nation for 3 
rough years, then Geoffrey moved out of 
state;  so Jinx now has lived in my house 5 
1/2 years, is a good cat who now carefully 
avoids running in front of me, and was 
11 in August.  I walk with extraordinary 
care.  From experts I’ve learned that 
instinctively I walk safely.  Could I still 
fall?  Of course!  But chances of it aren’t’ 
great.  And at 78, with a long rich history 
of medical adventures, stroke and heart 
attack still lurk in the wings. But I refuse 
to live in a safe little cocoon.  Vital to my 

surviving all this, and to my joy in living, 
is that I still assume my glass is more than 
half full.  I cherish a poster on my kitchen 
wall:  as a butterfly breaks out of its 
cocoon, the words read “YOU CAN FLY 
but  that cocoon has to go.”  A resounding 
ALLELUIA to that! 

My Life and Work.   By God’s grace 
I’ve dodged several lethal bullets; and 
I’m not a corpse, a vegetable, or a basket 
case.  Mind, memory, and speech are 
intact.  With limited help I care for myself, 
work, speak, and write.  I was 78 in 
July, and I’m blessed with an abundant 
life, in spite of significant physical 
handicaps.  The LIGHT shines in my 
Darkness.  Deeply thankful, I continue my 
activism for Diversity as the foundation 
of human Unity.  This requires:   building 
bridges, not barriers; diplomacy, before 
war;  economic justice, not greed;  racial, 
gender, gay, and religious equality, not 
bigotry and injustice; good ecology 
and Earth justice, not plunder and 
pollution;  Church-State separation, not 
Christian Right tyranny;  sound science of 
ecology, stem cell research, and evolution, 
not political manipulation by the Radical 
Right.  From a Christian perspective, I 
seek to address such issues in Church and 
world.

Darkness.  The 3rd Millennium’s 
first partial decade 2001-2009 has been 
ominous Darkness!  Unprecedented floods, 
drought, fires, quakes, and other natural 
disasters; Pakistan and the hideous murder 
of reformer Prime Minister candidate 
Benazir Bhuto; Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, 
Syria, Pakistan now, Lebanon, Israel and 
Palestine and Gaza, Sudan, Somalia, 
Burma, Zimbabwe, much of Middle 
East and Africa exploding in hate and 
genocide.  The Darkness is palpable!

2009 offers HOPE:  the LIGHT shines 
in the Darkness!  In 1st, 2nd, and  3rd 
century Darkness of vicious persecution, 
the Church continued vigorous numerical 
and spiritual growth ; the shame of 12th 
century Crusades and history’s most 
powerful and ruthless Pope Innocent III, 
yet the glory of new Gothic cathedrals and 
great intellectual and  
artistic outburst; 14th century widespread 
corruption infecting the Church, and a 
devastating bubonic plague, yet a glorious 
Renaissance heralding the modern 
era.  These 5 centuries were in many ways 
centuries of deep Darkness in Europe; yet, 
though perhaps many saw only Darkness, 
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If you have been a victim of 
anti-gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender 

violence, harassment or discrimination, call us.

We’re here to help you.

1-877-787-4264
or email: report@tri.org

Out. Helping You.

Offices in Grand Rapids and Detroit

the brilliant LIGHT was shining, which 
the Darkness did not and could not 
overcome.  The same was absolutely true 
of 1860s and 1960s America:  the  
1860s Civil War and assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln; and the 1960s brutal 
assassinations of John F. Kennedy, 
Martin Luther King Jr., and Robert F. 
Kennedy.  Yet in deep and terrifying 
Darkness of the 1860s and 1960s, the 
LIGHT was shining:  in Lincoln, JFK, 
MLK, RFK, and Lyndon Johnson’s 
incredible civil rights acts -- so that what 
was unimaginable became a reality in 
November 2008 when Barack Hussein 
Obama won a landslide electoral and 
popular vote victory for President!    

Today, the global Darkness of genocide 
and economic collapse is palpable, and 
brings intense suffering and panic into 
the lives of many persons.  But I am 
absolutely convinced that the LIGHT 
shines in and through Barack Obama, and 
the Darkness in each one of us, as our 
President promises us help and calls us to 
sacrifice old ways of greed for money and 
energy, and to embrace once again our one 
common humanity; that we as Americans 
might be healed, and that we might be an 
agent of global healing.  I do  
not know God’s plan for our shattered 
humanity and world, or my own life.  
But I do know that God has created one 
Creation, including our One humanity, in 
its glorious Diversity.  A potent symbol is 
the rainbow:  the Oneness of white light 
refracted into its multitude of constituent 
colors.  The seamless brilliance of 
One pure Light is inseparable from the 

magnificent Diversity of every color in the 
rainbow.  

The LIGHT of God still shines to scatter 
our Darkness.  In this 2009 Year of grace 
and hope may God’s Light and Love bless 
you, and shine in and through you, to bless 
others! 

The Rev. Paul S. Downie is an Episcopal 
Church priest of 49 years, taught 30 years 
at Lansing Community College until his 
retirement May 2005, and received the 
LAHR Prism Award as Ally of the Year 
for 2000.  E-mail:  pastorpaul@voyager.
net   Phone:  (517) 332-2326 (until 9:30 
pm)   Copyright 2009 by:  Paul S. Downie, 
Trustee or any successor Trustee of the 
PAUL S. DOWNIE LIVING TRUST dated 
March 4, 1983, as amended.  All rights 
reserved.  E-mail:  pastorpaul@voyager.net

For millennia, people have measured time based on the 
position of the sun; it was noon when the sun was highest 
in the sky. Sundials were used well into the Middle Ages, at 
which time mechanical clocks began to appear. Cities would 
set their town clock by measuring the position of the sun, but 
every city would be on a slightly different time.

The time indicated by the apparent sun on a sundial is 
called Apparent Solar Time, or true local time. The time shown 
by the fictitious sun is called Mean Solar Time, or local mean 
time when measured in terms of any longitudinal meridian.
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A 
Matter 
of Law
by Pam Sisson, 
Attorney & Mediator

What Are Your Civil 
Rights?
Part 2

There are lots of folks who’ve come 
before us

Who’ve hung in there long enough for 
you and me

Maybe we just owe it to the next ones
To ride this raging river out to sea
-From Cowboy by Pam Sisson 1984
In 1983, I attended the National 

Conference on Women and the Law in 
Washington, D.C. as a guest, having 
worked extensively on the same conference 
when it was held in Detroit in 1982.  I 
stayed an extra day to lobby on capitol 
hill to add sexual orientation to the list of 
protected classes in the U.S. Constitution.  
My teacher on that day was Susan Green, 
whom I have mentioned before.  Much to 
both of our surprise, no one else showed up 
to lobby, so I had a private tutor.  I lobbied 
my representative (Kildee) and senator 
Carl Levin.  I was told by Levin’s staff that 
he was becoming more and more interested 
in this issue.  He has since become very 
supportive.  This is why I have said 
repeatedly that one person’s opinion, 
voiced to her own legislator, can make a 
huge difference.  

A couple of years later, we made a 

strong effort in Michigan to add sexual 
orientation to the list of protected classes 
in the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act.  
Susan Green spent several months in 
Michigan working on this project and I did 
some lobbying at that time as well.  It was 
the general prediction that we would have 
been successful if “recall fever” had not 
cropped up at the same time.  This caused 
legislators to become nervous about 
supporting this issue for fear they would be 
recalled (fired).  So, to date, we do not have 
any protection in the Michigan constitution 
or the Michigan civil rights act based on 
sexual orientation.  

But here is where history is helpful.  It 
took 100 years for women to get the right 
to vote.  The struggle for blacks to have 
basic legal protections was three or four 
times as long.  Education is probably the 
most powerful tool that we have regarding 
civil rights. That is why it is so important 
to expose racist jokes (and all jokes that 
discriminate) for what they are.  (It can 
be especially difficult to confront close 
friends and family members, but we have 
to try in a constructive way.)  That’s why 
the civil rights museum, as well as other 
museums such as Detroit’s Museum 
of African American History and the 
Michigan Historical Museum, are so 
important.  So if you are ever in Memphis, 
walking down Beale Street, walk an extra 
couple blocks over to the civil rights 
museum.  You’ll be glad you did.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_
amendments_to_the_United_States_
Constitution 
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Gal lery  of  Contemporary  Craf t
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217 Ann Street Plaza
East Lansing, MI 48823

517 .  351  .  2211
w w w. m a c k e r e l s k y. c o m

The following people will be 
celebrating their Long Term 

Relationships (LTR):

The LAHR Long Term Relationship (LTR) group wants 
to promote the importance of a strong, committed 
relationship in the LGBT community.  If you have an 
anniversary for your relationship that you would like 
mentioned by the group, please email Greg at MILatino@
aol.com .

Congratulations!
Patrick & Michael Krause 

13 years on March 9
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INCOME TAX PREPARATION
GRANT AND ASSOCIATES, LLC

Terry Grant and Jeanne Harrington EA

We prepare all individual 1040 returns,
from the simple to the complex. Our specialties

include significant other issues, rentals,
investments and small businesses.

Two tax preparers available year round with 55 years
combined tax experience.

Give us a call and let us help you make
tax time more fun!

Now located in Old Town!
1310 Turner St, Suite B, Lansing MI 48906 517.484.8228

Our Washington and HRC Connection
The HRC Agenda in the 
Coming Term

In the coming months, the Human Rights 
Campaign will be promoting our agenda in the 
halls of Congress, in state legislatures and in 
the Federal Departments. 

On the HRC list: 
-  Promoting Hate Crimes Legislation that covers the GLBT 

community so that crimes motivated by bias can be further 
punished. These laws have existed for decades but have not 
included the GLBT community.  Hearings have been held and 
hopes are high. 

 -  Marriage Equality: Maine, New Jersey, New York and 
Vermont are poised to consider marriage equality legislation in 
2009.  HRC staffers are already on the ground in Maine and New 
York working to advance those bills.

-  Anti-discrimination legislation:  Delaware and Ohio are 
poised to consider anti-discrimination measures that would apply 
to sexual orientation and gender identity.  Three other states 
-- Connecticut, Massachusetts and New Hampshire -- may add 
gender identity to existing anti-discrimination laws.

-  Opposition to State Anti-Adoption Legislation. Some states 
are taking up opposition to gay and single-parent adoption.  HRC 
is gathering their forces to oppose this disturbing trend.

 -  With a new head of the Justice Department, it is hoped that 
our pleas to have anti-GLBT discrimination cases pursued can be 
heard.  In the recent past, the Bush administration did not purse 
these cases and some Department heads actively opposed anti 
discrimination activity. 

These are just some of the reason that HRC is important to you. 
With Michigan faced with the sad loss of marriage and partner 
and benefit rights, it is HRC that will fight for us, at the Federal 
and state level. 

Spring is Coming! 13th Annual Michigan 
Lesbian & Gay 
ComedyFest! 
from Triangle Foundation

Join us on Saturday, March 14 
at Dearborn’s Ford Community & 
Performing Arts Center as we welcome 
Andre Kelly, Jennie McNulty, Ian 
Harvie and Lisa Koch to the stage for an 
ever-so-gay night of comedy. 

Tickets are only $30 in advance or $35 at 
the door (if available).

Shows are at 6:00 & 9:30 p.m., and 
tickets are going fast. Get yours today!

Purchase in advance at: Online: www.
comedyfest.org In Person at: Just4Us 
Bookstore in Ferndale, Five15 in Royal 
Oak, or Common Language Book Bar in 
Ann Arbor. Or, order by phone: 313-537-
7000

Coming from out of town? Our host 
hotel is the Doubletree Hotel in Dearborn 
and they’re offering a special $99 rate on 
March 13 & 14 just for you. Call 313-336-
3340. 

This is a fully-accessible event. An ASL 
interpreter will be present. We offer early 
seating for people with disabilities.  A 
special thank you to our media sponsors 
- Between The Lines and Metra Magazine! 

2009 Summer 
Internships
from Michigan Equality

Michigan Equality is a big fan of 
NGLTF and we’re excited to tell you about 
the 2009 Summer Organizing Fellowship 
opportunity.  Every year, NGLTF offers 
several intern and fellowship positions in 
NYC, Washington DC, Los Angeles or 
high-priority states.  This is a paid summer 
internship from June through August 
with an opportunity for extension through 
November.

Want to travel a bit and help defeat anti-
LGBT ballot measures or pass pro-LGBT 
legislation?  To apply, you’ll need the 
following: 
* Cover letter explaining your motivation 
for applying to the fellowship 
* Resume 
* Contact information for three references 
* If you are currently enrolled in college/
university, a transcript (not official)

Applications are due by March 30, 
2009.  Email your cover letter, resume 
and references in the body of an email 
to:  jsafe@thetaskforce.org (Jovan Sage, 
O&T Fellowship Program).  Mail your 
college transcripts to: Jovan Sage - O&T 
Fellowship Program, National Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force, 80 Maiden Lane, Suite 
1504, New York, NY  10038.

If you have questions, call Jovan 
at  (646) 358-1483 or email jsage@
thetaskforce.org .
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A Postscript on Human Sexuality
(Publisher’s Note – I received an email from our good friend, 

Jim Toy, who recently retired at the University of Michigan and 
who occasionally participates in the LAHR List Service.  As you 
learned in the September LGBT News, “Jim is truly one of the 
most outstanding leaders in the Michigan LGBT community.”  
The following is part 3 of a 3 part series of articles sent by Jim in 
October 2008 with a focus on gender.  Part 1 Who’s Got the Power 
was in the December issue and Part 2 Gender and it’s Rules was in 
the February issue.  As Rachel Crandall wrote in the LGBT News 
for several years, Jim’s articles will help “Bridge The Gap.”)

Human sexuality has many components, among them sex, 
sexual identity, gender, gender identity, gender expression 
(gender presentation) and sexual orientation.   Sex is a biological 
phenomenon.  Our sexual identity – our subjective experience 
of belonging to one sex or the other or both -- may or may not 
be congruent with our biological sex.  See  “Gender and Its 
Rules”, for a definition of gender.  Gender identity is a subjective 
experience of belonging to a particular gender in our binary-
gender social system, to both genders, or to none.  Our gender 
identity may or may not be congruent with our birth gender 
assignment.  Gender expression (presentation) (e.g. “feminine”, 
“androgynous”, “masculine”) refers to the ways in which we may 
communicate our gender identity to others through our behavior, 
clothing, hairstyle, voice and emphasizing, de-emphasizing 
or changing our bodily characteristics.  Sexual orientation, 
sometimes confusingly referred to as sexual identity or sexuality, 
is our “erotic compass” that indicates to us the “objects” of our 
attraction, if any:  members of one or the other sex or of both 

sexes.   
Sexual identity, gender identity and sexual orientation are 

discrete components of our lives.  None of these components of 
our identity can necessarily predict the others.  

Our sexual identity, our gender identity, and our sexual 
orientation may or may not change over time.  

Intersex is an “umbrella term” for biological conditions 
– physical, chromosomal, hormonal – that differ from common 
definitions of “female” and “male”.   Infants determined to be 
intersex may be unnecessarily surgically altered so that their 
genitalia appear as distinctly female or male.  Intersex infants, 
whether surgically altered or not, should be assigned to the female 
or male gender, if the parent(s) or other caregivers understandably 
feel that otherwise the child will be subjected to maltreatment.

Transgender (“trans”) is an “umbrella term” sometimes used 
both as a self-identifier and as a reference to persons whose 
sexual identity, or gender identity, or gender expression differ 
from binary-gender norms.  “Transgender” is widely although 
not universally used to include crossdressers, transgenderist 
(“transgender”) persons, and transsexual individuals.  Some 
persons use “transgender” to refer to intersex people as well.  

Transgender people may be of any sexual orientation -- 
homosexual, bisexual, heterosexual, asexual.

Both women and men may crossdress -- wear the clothing 
traditionally presumed to “belong to” the other gender.  This 
activity seems more obvious when men as opposed to women 
engage in it publicly, because of an imbalance in societal norms 
concerning attire and other components of appearance.  Male 
crossdressers -- formerly referred to as “transvestites” -- are often 
heterosexual men who may experience emotional fulfillment 

Care Coordination: Since 1986 LAAN has 
been providing Care Coordination Services to HIV 
infected men, women, and children.  To date, over 900 
individuals and their families have been provided care 
assistance and support by Client Services Coordinators 
under the direction of a Clinical Director.  The Clinical 
Team assesses need and develops individualized care 
plans for each client served.  These plans focus on the 
coordination of core medical services as well as various 
support services.  LAAN operates a Food Pantry for 
HIV infected individuals and their families.  LAAN can 
offer limited emergency assistance for clients meeting 
eligibility criteria.  Emergency financial assistance 
can be provided to assist with medical, mental health 
and dental costs as well as with housing and utilities.  
Transportation assistance, nutritional supplements, 
adherence supplies, and a broad range of support 
services are provided to each client based on individual 
need. LAAN offers a Hott Topix Series for HIV infected 
persons as well as a Positively Aware Series for the 
newly diagnosed.  The agency routinely coordinates 
services with a broad range of other community 
partners.

HIV Prevention & Early Intervention 
Services: LAAN provides HIV Prevention Programs 
under the guidance of the Prevention Coordinator.  
Since 1996, the LAAN prevention program has 
provided services to thousands of individuals in the 
Greater Lansing Area.  These services have included 
HIV Counseling, Testing, and Referral Services, 
Skills Building Workshops and Education Workshops 
designed to reduce the risk of HIV infection, Outreach, 
and Information and Referral tables at community 
events and health fairs.  The LAAN Early Intervention 
Program (EIP), as guided by the EIP Coordinator, 
provides services to clients in substance abuse 
treatment programs and others whose drug and 
alcohol use contribute to risk behaviors for HIV 
infection and/or transmission.  EIP clients are offered 
free, anonymous HIV counseling, testing, and referral 
services, communicable disease education, and skill 
building workshops.  The Early Intervention Program 
also provides required communicable disease 
education to substance abuse treatment providers as 
well as related technical assistance to agencies funded 
by the Mid South Substance Abuse Commission.

Volunteer Program: Many volunteer 
opportunities are available at LAAN.  These opportunities 
include; general office and front desk support, client 
transportation, staffing and assisting with various 
community events such as AIDS Walk Lansing and 
World AIDS Day, as well as providing much needed 
volunteer staffing for prevention efforts including; HIV 
Counseling, Testing, and Referral Services, community 
education, needs assessment, Outreach, and co-
facilitation of various Skills Building Workshops.  Two 
of the more significant volunteer opportunities are the 
Buddy Program and the LAAN Food Pantry.  The Buddy 
Program links volunteers with persons living with HIV 
to provide both practical and emotional support.  The 
Food Pantry provides food and nutritional supplements 
to persons living with HIV and their families. Under the 
direction of the Auxiliary Services Coordinator, dozens 
of individuals throughout the year assist in the Food 
Pantry; stocking products, assisting with food pick-
up and delivery, transporting clients, and providing 
shopping assistance.

913 W HOLMES ROAD SUITE 115 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48910 • 517 394 3560 • WWW.LAANONLINE.ORG

FREE ANONYMOUS HIV ANTIBODY TESTING

Young’s Landing 
511 E Grand River 

Old Town
Walk-In Wednesdays 

6pm-9pm

Listening Ear
313 w. Grand River 

East Lansing
Appointments Only 

Thursdays 6pm-9pm

LAAN Office
913 W. Holmes Rd 

Lansing
Appointments Only 1st & 3rd 

Tuesdays 3pm-9pm
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Tom “T.J.” Thias
New & Used Car & Truck Sales
Tom’s Desk (517) 622-6081 or

Cell (517) 749-0532
bestpriceticer@aol.com

West on Saginaw Hwy. 

Just west of the Lansing Mall

5895 E. Saginaw, Grand Ledge

Over 1500 Cars & Trucks!
Open Every Day

1-800-SUNDANCE
WWW.SUNDANCECHEVY.COM

Sistrum Concert
Friday May 15 and Saturday May 16th

Silent auction 7 pm, Concert 8 pm
Dart Auditorium at LCC

Presenting first commissioned work.

and, for some, erotic enjoyment, when wearing the clothing 
traditionally presumed to “belong” to the female gender.  A 
crossdresser does not necessarily self-define as transgender(ist) or 
transsexual.  

Transgender(ist) persons have chosen to identify and live 
privately and/or publicly, “part-time” or “full-time”, as members 
of a gender that is different from their assigned gender – or as 
members of more than one gender, or of no gender.  The shorter 
term transgender is widely used to replace transgenderist, even 
though transgender is also used as an “umbrella term” (see above).   
Not all transgender(ist) people self-identify as crossdressers or as 
transsexual.

Transsexual people may feel that their sexual and gender 
identities are essentially different from their biological sex and 
their consequent birth gender assignment.  They may or may not 

self-define as transgender (“umbrella term”) or transsexual:  they 
may self-define as a member of their self-experienced sex.  Some 
transsexual people may choose to present and express themselves 
full-time in their self-experienced sexual and gender identities.  
Some may seek hormonal treatment and perhaps surgery, possibly 
including sex-transition surgery, so that their anatomy will more 
nearly correspond with their sexual identity.  

Androgynous people may identify and/or appear as persons of 
mixed or neutral gender expression, rather than as stereotypically 
“feminine” or “masculine”.  They do not necessarily self-define as 
transgender.

Androgynous individuals, like other persons who are perceived 
to transgress the “Rules of Gender”, find themselves at risk of 
discrimination, harassment, and physical assault. 
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Positively 
Speaking 

 Lansing 
Area AIDS 
Network Red 
Ribbon Circle 
of Friends
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

The Lansing Area AIDS Network is 
reintroducing the Red Ribbon Circle of 
Friends.  During the past several years 
there have been several attempts to 
launch this project with varying degrees 
of success.  Fortunately, there have been 
strong supporters that have been with 
LAAN throughout the Circle of Friends 
various incarnations.  Once simply known 
as the Red Ribbon Club, the Circle of 
Friends has been established to increase 
HIV/AIDS Awareness, foster continued 
consideration and thought, memorialize 
those we have loved and lost as the result 
of AIDS, create hope for Persons Living 
with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA), and garner 
increased agency support for services and 
programs that are decreasingly funded 
even during times of critical and increasing 
need.

The Red Ribbon Circle of Friends 
represents a membership club constituted 
of sustaining donors, who will provide 
annual support for LAAN services.  LAAN 

proposes that you consider HIV/AIDS 
for an hour each month in some personal 
manner.  You might consider loved ones 
and friends that you have lost for a couple 
minutes a day, sixty minutes per month.  
You can devote an hour each month to 
volunteering in some manner to support 
the activities of LAAN.  You can help an 
individual or family as they deal with the 
challenges related to HIV infection for a 
few hours a month.

In conjunction with the spirit of 
the Circle of Friends we are 
requesting that you 
consider making a 
contribution to 
LAAN as a 
sustaining 
member.  
These 
donations 
can be 
made 
monthly, 
quarterly, 
or 
annually.  
Those 
funds 
will assist 
the agency in 
providing those 
services so critical 
to Persons living with 
HIV/AIDS and their families as 
well those communities most at risk for 
contracting or transmitting the disease.  

These contributions will allow LAAN 
to supplement various operational costs, 
including Food Pantry operations, case 
management services, transportation 
assistance, youth directed prevention 
activities, and the coordination of the 
critical auxiliary services component of 
the agency.

Those individuals who choose to 
become sustaining members through the 
Red Ribbon Circle of Friends (and agree 

to be so recognized) will be identified 
in the agency newsletter, 

Positive Word, in the 
Annual Report, 

and on a Donors 
Display in 

LAAN 
offices.  The 
Red Ribbon 
Circle of 
Friends 
was once 
a vehicle 
for larger 
donors but 

has been 
revamped 

to include 
community 

members who 
desire to become 

sustaining members of 
LAAN.   Various donation 

levels are available, ranging 
from as little as $5 per month to $1,000 
or more annually.  Those individuals who 
contribute $1,000 or more a year through 
the Circle of Friends will be provided a 
complimentary ticket for one to the Red 
Ribbon Gala held in conjunction with 
World AIDS Day.  This year the event is 
slated for December 4, 2009.

As we enter spring 2009 and are witness 
to the devastating impact that the current 
economic crisis has had on LAAN’s clients 
and agencies such as LAAN, the need for 
community support becomes increasingly 
obvious.  I am asking that you consider 
joining the Red Ribbon Circle of Friends 
as we operate in Memory and in Hope.  
Brochures will be available soon.  If you 
are interested in more information feel 
free to contact me at 517-394-3719 (Ext. 
13) or via e-mail at jdistel@laanonline.
org.  Additional information will also be 
available on LAAN’s website; laanonline.
org.  
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Gary L. Hicks
attorney at law

A general practice proudly serving the Mid-
Michigan GLBT community with over a 

quarter century of legal experience.

517-525-1732

reasonable rates
free consultation

wills

trusts

traffic

criminal

business law

powers of attorney

estate planning for 
our families
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Michigan Pride Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Michigan Pride had a meeting at the 
Chrome Cat on Jan. 31st to discuss 
the 2009 Michigan Pride planning and 
strategy.  There were 17 people present 
representing many interests in the Greater 
Lansing area.

Michigan Pride has a few vacant 
positions on their Board, including a junior 
co-chair, volunteer/vendor coordinator 
and a youth outreach coordinator. Any 
interested persons should contact a board 
member of Michigan Pride Inc. or visit 
their website at www.michiganpride.org . 

The location of Pride 2009 was 
discussed and Michigan Pride is looking 
at relocating the event to Old Towne for 
several reasons:   the first being it will save 
the organization quite a bit of money and 
it would solve the road closure problem 
downtown.  The Old Towne community 
appears willing to assist. 

There was discussion about the march 
and rally.  Penny Gardner (LAHR) 
suggested the idea of not having a march 
and rally this year and focus resources on 
the festival in Old Towne - instead joining 
in the Sesquicentennial parade in Lansing 
on May 16, 2009.  Different opinions 
were offered on why this was not a good 
idea, such as the march and rally being a 
very big influence on our politicians in 
Lansing and the importance of having 
statewide LGBT visibility at the Capitol.  
Many participants in the march and rally 
would be very disappointed and look 

forward to this part of the festival.  It was 
also suggested the commitment ceremony 
be moved to the park in Old Towne which 
has a beautiful gazebo and would be a 
great place to have the ceremony.  This 
was given a good response. The board of 
Michigan Pride will discuss the feasibility 
and the potential impacts of these ideas 
and vote on the march, rally, commitment 
ceremony and a lobby day in the near 
future. 

Michigan Pride’s finances were also 
discussed and Michigan Pride assured 
everyone that everything possible was 
being done to continue to bring the debt 

back to the black.  Michigan Pride’s 
finances are being addressed and they are 
making progress, including grant requests 
and sponsorships. Most importantly, 
Michigan Pride needs the help and support 
of the community. 

Lansing Council member Carol Wood 
was in attendance and graciously offered 
her help with the City regarding requests 
for permits and use of the stage for the 
entertainment.  Next meeting is / was 
February 28th at the Chrome Cat in Old 
Towne.  Michigan Pride thanked the 
Chrome Cat for their donation of a meeting 
place and their wonderful food and cake.
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Hello, I am Pam Allen
I’m the newbie on the Lansing 

Association for Human Rights board.  
I was born in Saginaw and raised in 
Midland, where I raised two sons, Steve 
(27) and Jeff (25).  As you can tell by there 
ages, I’m not a youngster anymore; as a 
matter of fact, I celebrated the big FIFTY 
last August.  I have an older sister, two 
older brothers and one younger brother.  
My father still lives in Midland with three 
of my siblings (not in the same house!). I 
lost my mother a few years ago to Cancer 
but have many fond memories.  

I came to Lansing because I fell in love 
with a woman and the baby she adopted 
after we met.  Unfortunately things just 
didn’t work out, so when her father got 
critically ill, being a nurse, she moved 
out of state to help with him.  The good 
news is that after a year or so I met a lovely 
lady named Cindy Redman and we 
have just celebrated the 2nd 
anniversary of our meeting.  
We will celebrate even 
more when we have our 
commitment ceremony 
later this year.  My 
boys are looking 
forward to being able 
to walk their dear 
old mom down the 
aisle.  Only hitch 
there is that they 
are both really tall 
– how does a pant 
size of 32 inch 
waist and a 36 
inseam grab you?  
So I have been 
checking online 
and in the stores to 
get them good pants 
so they match.  We 
haven’t broken the 
news to them yet that 
they may have to wear 

pink ties – figure we’ll give them to the 
boys just before the ceremony so they can’t 
“lose” them someplace….really they don’t 
have any problem with me being a member 
of the LGBT community.  They have been 
really supportive.

I have been active in the LGBT 
community for about three years now.  
The former partner didn’t do much with 
“community” events.  I attend First Fridays 
(Lesbians!) when I can, Sing and am on 
the board with Sistrum, active member of 

open and affirming 
Edgewood UCC 

– making sure 
they get a supply 
of LAHR 
newsletters 
each month, 
participate in 

the AIDS walk, 
Suits in the City 
(Lesbians and 

others!),  
and as 

mentioned before, I have just become 
a LAHR board member.  I also attend 
with my fiancé Cindy the Downtown 
Neighborhood meetings, of which she is an 
officer, and the Diversity Day committee 
which she has been a part of for a while 
now.  I hope to be a positive influence 
on the LAHR board and look forward to 
serving.

We moved in together in November 
and now, aside from trying to figure out 
where to put my stuff, we are busy with her 
campaign.  Cindy is running for 4th Ward 
City Council and is working hard getting 
enough signatures to get on the ballet.  She 
ran for school board and didn’t win, but 
had a respectable showing considering she 
was not spending money campaigning like 
the other candidates.  She hopes to do at 
least as well on this campaign.

(Publsiher’s Note – Penny Gardner, 
LAHR’ President, requested, after first 
being elected President in October 
of 2007, that Board members write a 
profile about themselves, so the LGBT 
community would have a better idea 
about who is representing them on the 
Board.  The first profile was written by 
Jennifer Loforese and was included in the 
Dec., 2007 newsletter.  Since then, the 
newsletter included Michael Foland in 
Jan., 2008, Jillian Pastoor in Feb., Nancy 
English in June, Mike Carlson in Aug., 
Cindy Redman in Dec., Lisa Haston in 
Jan., 2009 and Bill Beachler in Feb.  Now 
we have Pam Allen’s interesting story in 
this issue for a total of  9 officers; however, 
we have lost a couple along the way.  You 
may look forward to hearing from Penny 
Gardner, Joe Marutiak, Nancy VanHoozier, 
Kirk Taskila,  Paul Levandowski, Judy 
Bohms, Brian Winters, and Phil Bachinski 
in the future, another 8 officers – as you 
can see we are about 50% complete.  You 
may review these profiles by checking 
out the excellent LAHR web site at 
www.lahronline.org , which includes all 
newsletters beginning in Jan., 2008.)
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Calendar of Events!

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ____________________________________________________________________

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 1�0�1, Lansing, MI ���01

or call (�1�) ���-���� or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

 

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�1� or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted  
in electronic format, 

preferably in PDF or EPS format

Pay for 6 months in advance  
and get one month free! 

Join LAHR Today 
and Get a 

Free T-Shirt!

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support 
 its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

 q $15.00   Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to 
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $20.00   Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $40.00   Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household 
and a tax deduction.
 q $50.00   Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining 
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting 
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
 q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level 
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights for 
up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt.  Renewing members who donate at 
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through civil rights activities, 
communications, education, social events and supportive services.”  

SUNDAY
Dignity - 11:�0 a.m. mass �nd Sunday of each month. Saint John Student 
Parish, E. Lansing.
P-FLAG Lansing - �-� p.m. �rd Sunday of each month Presbyterian 
church in Okemos.
Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service - 1�01 
Windsor St., Lansing, ���0�.   Contact (�1�) ���-�0�0 for info.
All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
�00 Abbott, East Lansing.
Edgewood United Chuch of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, ��� N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
�:1�am & 11:1�am, ��� Grove, East Lansing
Volleyball -  Call Bill for information at ���-1�1�.
Fellowship for Today  - Rev. Karen Arndorfer - at �:�0 p.m. - Open & 
Affirming = 855 Grove St., East Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or info@
fellowshipfortoday.org .
Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. 
at 11 a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 
or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org .

MONDAY
Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chrous - �-�pm @ University Lutheran 
church, 10�0 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.
LGBT AA meeting - �:�0 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.
Social Knit Night -  �nd Monday of each month. �:�0 - �:00 p.m., �1� S. 
Waverly Rd. 

TUESDAY
Grand River Connection - �th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 
class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com. 
Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at �:�0 p.m.
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus- Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 
Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at �10 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from �:��-�:��pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or vist the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

WEDNESDAY
Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - Every Wednesday at the Unity of 
Greater Lansing church, ��0 Marshall St.. For information call Paul or Phil 
at �1�-���-1���.
GLSEN Mid-Michigan - �:�0 p.m. �rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.
Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www.
suitsandthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization.
LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 
�-10 p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, �0�1 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. For 
questions or info contact Kevin Magnan at kevinmagnan@yahoo.com
Karaoke Night - �:00 p.m. at Esquire

THURSDAY
LAHR Bowling - � p.m. for the summer, at Holiday Lanes on Grand River 
near Frandor. Look for us near lane �0. Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.
com
Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, �:�0 - �:�0 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building ���. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email:  spennyj@lcc.edu
Bingo -  �:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:�� a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com
LGBT AA meeting, �:�0 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

SATURDAY
LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. 4th Sat. each month – met at Denny’s 
Restaurant at 2701 East Grand River in East Lansing – close to Park Lake.  
Contact Bill ���-1�1� or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .
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