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Our Lives are Too Taxing
by Nancy English, 
LAHR Board

Every year as 
the month of April 
approaches I think 
about filing my taxes, 
as I’m sure most of you 
do. And as I take a look 
at what I’ve paid in and 

what little I’m getting back, I am reminded, 
once again, of the injustices that lesbians 
and gay men suffer when it comes to taxes 
and our government. 

I decided to do some research on what 
lesbians and gay men pay in taxes every 
year but could not find any statistics. 
After looking online for about a week 
I was able to find a few documents that 
were somewhat helpful but still not what 

I really wanted, so I e-mailed LAHR 
board members Brian Winters and Penny 
Gardner. Both of them sent me a couple of 
resources that proved helpful but wasn’t 
exactly what I needed.  So then I realized, 
probably no person, organization or 
government entity has gathered the data 
I was looking for because the unfairness 
of what lesbians and gay men pay into the 
system and what we get back from it is not 
seen as important. 

But, hopefully, that attitude is changing. 
Nationally syndicated newspaper 
columnist Deb Pride wrote an article on 
March 9, 2009 titled, “Stop Selective 
Recognition of Marriages” referencing 
a new lawsuit filed by eight same-sex 
couples and three widowers challenging 
the federal government’s standing that only 
heterosexual couples can receive the 1,138 

benefits of marriage. All of the people 
filing this lawsuit are in Massachusetts, 
which treats all married couples equally 
under state law. 

As you may know, same-sex couples 
who are legally married in certain states 
are still not entitled to federal tax and 
other benefits because of the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA), which became 
law in 1996. This new lawsuit has a list 
of injustices that needs to be reversed: 
lesbians and gay men do not receive a 
spouse’s larger Social Security check 
when that spouse dies, same-sex couples 
cannot file joint income taxes, if receiving 
health benefits from a spouse that benefit 
is considered income and as such, is taxed, 
and if your deceased spouse worked for the 
federal government, unlike heterosexual 
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Benefit for the Lansing 
Area AIDS Network 
Brings COPA to the 
Boarshead Theater

“The Copa” written by Kristi Starnes, 
conceived and developed by Drew Fifield 
and Kristi Starnes, will be presented at the 
BoarsHead Theater, May 18 and 19, 2009, 
as a benefit for the Lansing Area AIDS 
Network (LAAN). 

The event will begin at 7 p.m. with a 
speaker from LAAN, followed by the show 
at 8 p.m.  An afterglow will conclude the 
evening. 

Area LGBT and ally organizations will 
be present with information.  Donations 
for LAAN will be accepted at the event.   
Admission for the show is FREE. 

“The Copa” is based on interviews with 
patrons and workers, of Bill Kain’s former 
Flint nightclub.  “The Copa” takes us from 
1977, the Downtowners Club, thru to the 

closing of the loved bar in 1995.  We hear 
the stories and witness the memories tragic, 
personal and humorous, infused with music 
and movement.  

The show is also featured as a part of the 
Boarshead Theater’s Dark Night Series.  

For information regarding the Lansing 
Area AIDS Network, please contact Jacob 
Distel at 517-394-1298, Ext. 13.  For further 
information about “The Copa”, please call 
the BoarsHead Theater Box office at 517-
484-7805.  www.boarshead.org.

LGBTA Scholarships for 
MSU Students
 Greetings from the LBGT Resource Center 
at Michigan State University!

 The MSU GLBT Alumni Association, 
the GLBT Faculty, Staff and Graduate 
Student Association and the LBGT 
Resource Center announce applications 
for 2009 student scholarships. Three 
scholarship opportunities are available 
to ALL students who have been involved 
with or have made contributions to LBGT 
communities.

The Pride Scholarship is awarded to an 
incoming, first-year MSU undergraduate 
student. Although preference is given 

to an incoming, first-year student, all 
students are welcome to apply. A minimum 
scholarship of $3,000 will be awarded.

 The LBGT Students of Color 
Scholarship is awarded to MSU students 
who are active in addressing issues for 
students of color who are lesbian, bisexual, 
gay and/or transgender. Its purpose is to 
recognize individuals who help to end the 
stigma that racism and homophobia leave 
in ALL communities. A scholarship of 
between $300 and $1,000 will be awarded 
to a full-time MSU undergraduate student.

The Stephen P. Pougnet and Christopher 
J. Green Scholarship is awarded to a 
currently enrolled student of junior 
or senior standing. Preference for this 

scholarship is given to students enrolled 
in The Eli Broad College of Business.  
Candidates must demonstrate academic 
excellence and involvement with or 
contributions to LBGT communities.  A 
minimum scholarship of $3,600 will be 
awarded to a full-time MSU undergraduate 
student.

  Students can find both an online 
application and a downloadable application 
at http://lbgtrc. msu.edu/scholars hips/
htm. The deadline to apply for all three 
scholarships is Friday, April 24, 2009.

 If you have any questions, please 
contact the LBGT Resource Center at 
(517) 353-9520 or lbgtrc@msu.edu.
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Letter from the Prez
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear LAHR 
supporters, members 
and readers of this 
Newsletter,

LAHR is 
organizing a powerful 
project.  One with 
significant visibility 

and demonstration of our participation 
in the history of Lansing.   I have written 
about it before in my letter to you.  It is so 
important though that I am writing about 
it again, and probably will write another 
update in May…stay tuned.  

LAHR, partnering with Suits and the 
City,  is organizing LGBT and allied 
groups, organizations, soft-ball teams, 
churches, businesses, social groups, to 
march under one banner in the Lansing 
Sesquicentennial  (that’s 150 years) 
City-wide Parade on May 16th—that’s in 
about a month from now.  Each registered 
and  participating marching contingent 
will be provided a uniformly sized and 

printed sign identifying them and their 
years of existence in and around Lansing.

We have had a wonderful reception.  
Already the Great Lakes Pride Band, 
GLNAWI, ACLU, Edgewood United 
Church of Christ, The Peace Action 
Network, MSU womyn’s basketball 
season ticket holders, First Fridays, 
and others have signed up.  The Allen 
Neighborhood Center is considering it; 
EVE is poised to march with us.  The 
MSU GLBT Alums are signing up too.  
Many more are being invited.

Now as you can see many of you are 
associated with these groups and many 
others.  It will be difficult to determine 
with whom you will march.  Although 
there are a number of you who are 
members of LAHR, who maybe are only 
associated with us.  We want you to put 
this parade on your calendar and march 
with LAHR, please.  As the organizing 
organization!  We do want to have more 
than our board representing LAHR in the 

Parade.  We want you too join us. Please?   
And if you can think of others to 

invite please do that as well. The more 
numerous we are, the more powerful 
this project will be.  The parade will 
demonstrate our strong and supportive 
presence in this Capital city.   

As always, I am proud to represent 
LAHR on these pages and elsewhere.  I 
am proud of the dynamic board who 
work hard to keep LAHR front and 
center in Lansing.  And I am proud of our 
membership who support our efforts to 
improve the lives of LGBT people in the 
Greater Lansing area.  I am very proud 
of this Newsletter as well.   Please join us 
in marching on May 16th. Stay tuned for 
more information or check our web-site 
at www.lahronline.org.

Thank you one and all for all you do 
for all of us.  

Sincerely, Penny

LGBT Youth and Parents
Past LAHR President Dennis Hall 

sent an educational article about health 
problems in LGBT youth and their home 
environments.  In summary, the article 
noted that young LGBT people whose 
parents or guardians responded negatively 
when they revealed their sexual orientation 
were more likely to attempt suicide, 
experience severe depression and use 
drugs than those whose families accepted 
the news.

The way in which parents or guardians 
respond to a youth’s sexual orientation 
profoundly influences the child’s mental 

health as an adult, say researchers at San 
Francisco State University. The findings 
appear in the January issue of Pediatrics.

Among other findings, the study showed 
that teens who experienced negative 
feedback were more than eight times as 
likely to have attempted suicide, nearly six 
times as vulnerable to severe depression 
and more than three times at risk of drug 
use.

More significantly, parents who take 
even baby steps to respond with composure 
instead of rejection can dramatically 
improve a gay youth’s mental health 
outlook.

One of the most startling findings was 

that being forbidden to associate with gay 
peers was as damaging as being physically 
beaten or verbally abused by their 
parents in terms of negative feedback.  In 
addition, blaming a youth for being bullied 
at school, shielding youth from other 
relatives or belittling appearance for not 
conforming to social expectations fell into 
the rejecting category.

Young people coming out earlier - on 
average younger than 11 when they first 
experience a same-sex attraction, were just 
over 14 when they realized they were gay 
and came out to their families before they 
had turned 16.
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RAPE AGGRESSION DEFENSE (R.A.D.)
Training For Women

 Chief Mark Alley and the Lansing Police Department are proud to present the R.A.D. Basic Physical Defense System for 
women.  This is a 9-12 hour practical self defense course taught by Lansing Police certified R.A.D. Instructors.  This is a “hands 
on” course requiring the physical capability and willingness to practice self defense techniques with trainers and classmates in a 
controlled environment.

 The objectives for this course are to increase safety awareness, improve physical defense capability and improve confidence 
through understanding one’s potential, all designed to prepare one for a real life aggressive encounter.
 
 Location: Lansing Police Department, North Precinct,           740 May St.
  We will train in the gym which is accessed from the east lot off Prudden Street.

  Dates/Times: April 7th, 14th and 21st, 2009 from 6 pm-10 pm nightly
  (Three consecutive Tuesdays)

  Participants: This is a course for women only.  Each participant must be emotionally mature enough 
  for the content and physically capable to perform the defense skills.  

 Attire: Clothing comfortable for exercise is suggested

  Cost: Free with commitment to attend all three nights for the complete program
    

To register or course content questions please contact Michelle Reddish 
at mreddish@lansingmi.gov or by calling (517)483-6040.

Film Industry Training
Thanks to $195,000 in grants from the 

state, 60 aspiring film industry students 
can get 80 hours of free production 
training beginning in May and join the 
state’s growing film industry.

Since Michigan enacted an aggressive 
film incentive structure in April 2008, the 
state has seen more than 70 film and TV 
projects slated for production, bringing 
in an estimated $430 million in economic 
activity to the state.  The Great Lakes Pride 
Band participated in the excellent film 
“Prayers for Bobby.”

Lansing Community College (LCC) 
and Michigan State University (MSU) are 
collaborating to teach the classes at LCC.  
Capital Area Michigan Works! (CAMW) is 
screening applications for the innovative. 
Applicants do not need to be pre-registered 
at MSU or at LCC. 

Candidates should demonstrate a 
passion for the film and television industry, 
an entrepreneurial spirit and a willingness 
to do what needs to be done. They should 
be driven, flexible, highly mobile and 
willing to learn, says Doug Stites, CEO of 
CAMW.

“Particularly in demand are folks with 
previous theater, performing arts and 
broadcast experience, as well as those with 

electrical 
experience. 
This 
program will 
give them the 
foundation 
to transfer 
their existing 
skills into the 
film industry,” 
Stites says.

The grant 
comes from 
the Michigan 
Department of 
Energy, Labor 
and Economic 
Growth (DELEG).  
We are excited 
to use No Worker 
Left Behind funds 
to support the 
growth of good-
paying jobs in 
Michigan’s exciting 
new film industry,” 
says Andy Levine, 
deputy director 
of  DLEG.

MSU’s College of Communication Arts 
and Sciences has a film and media arts 

initiative which 
is headed by 
former Discovery 
Films executive 
Andrea Meditch.   
Meditch was 
executive 
producer of the 
documentary 
“Man on Wire” 
which received 
a 2009 
Academy 
Award.

The Digital 
Media, 
Audio and 
Cinema 
(DMAC) 
curriculum 
at LCC is 
the first 
program 
in the 
region 
to offer 

introductory 
through advanced-level training in digital 

cinema production technologies.
Thanks to the Capital Gains electronic 

newsletter.
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Our Families
by Mary Boudreau

Take 
Control!!

Many people ask 
us about “how’s the 
empty nest?” now that 
our four kids have 
graduated from high 

school and have entered college.  However, 
there always seems to be at least one of 
them at home, and someone is always 
cooking!  I really shouldn’t complain--I 
like a family atmosphere.  Personally, 
I think I was born to be in a recession/
depression!   I love having many people 
in the house (I lived alone for exactly 6 
months, and found it quite boring).  Every 
year I plant a “victory garden” and even 
start some of my seeds in plastic to-go” 
containers.  I prefer my bike to my car 
(although I still haven’t figured out how 
to bike everywhere).  I hate borrowing 
money, even for something really good.

However, all around me there are 
signs of despair and frustration.  It’s 
amazing how many jobs have been 

lost, and more cut-backs may be on the 
way.  It’s definitely tough on the GLBT 
community, and the lack of marriage rights 
continues to hurt us as we deal with tough 
times.  Unfortunately, many of us have 
been challenged by the burden of debt, 
particularly as we have struggled to “keep 
up”. 

One of the things I’ve noticed lately 
in both my work and personal life is the 
importance of taking control of every 
aspect of life that we can, even if that 
means delaying gratification.  I’m not 
foolish enough to believe that we totally 
control our own destiny--we’ve all been 
given a unique set of gifts and challenges, 
and much of what we have is just blind 
luck.  However, I do believe that we are 
happier and mentally healthier when we do 
take control and make affirmative choices. 

As our president writes, “having the 
audacity to believe despite all the evidence 
to the contrary ...we have some control-
-and therefore responsibility--over our 
own fate”.  This control can involve 
many things:  not waiting until your 
business closes to get additional training; 
changing a bad health habit before illness 
makes it difficult to recover; cutting 

down on expenses before the bills are 
overdue; getting a roommate before the 
mortgage is forclosed; tearing up those 
credit card offers; etc.  

One of the most painful habits to break 
is assuming that all control is external.  
One sure symptom of this disease is 
the “yes, but” syndrome.  If one finds 
that one’s conversation is peppered with 
excuses,  “not my faults”, “I’ll do that 
laters” and “yes, buts” then one surely 
has been infected with this life altering 
disease.  Thank goodness there is a cure.  
Stop making excuses, and recognize one’s 
gifts, resources, and triumphs.  Finding a 
trusted friend and even going to counseling 
is a great way to start. There are many free 
or low cost resources in our community 
that are featured in this very publication.  
Taking control of one’s life, even if it’s only 
in a small way, is so empowering!
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Corrections Changes 
Policy
from Triangle Foundation & Michigan 
Equality

Triangle Foundation and Michigan 
Equality commend the Michigan 
Department of Corrections for adding 
sexual orientation and gender identity 
to the non-discrimination policy of its 
“Humane Treatment and Living Conditions 
for Prisoners” Policy Directive. 

The addition to the policy, which states 
that prisoners “shall not be discriminated 
against based on race, religion, ethnic 
background, sex, sexual orientation, 
national origin, disability, or gender 
identity,” provides an important protection 
for LGBT prisoners.

Specifically, the policy affords all 
prisoners the same rights to protection 
from mental or physical abuse regardless 
of “personal prejudices.” As an 
organization that advocates for victims of 
anti-LGBT hate violence, discrimination 
and harassment, Triangle Foundation views 
this as a step forward for equality and 
safety in the prison community. 

Michigan Equality is especially pleased 
to see the much-needed addition of “sexual 
orientation and gender identity” as a group 
of people in need of – and now provided 
– protection. It is ironic that prisoners 
in Michigan are now to be treated more 
humanely than the citizens of our state.  
Our mission – and hope – is to bring that 
same protection to the rest of Michigan.  
Michigan Equality, is a statewide 

organization dedicated to building and 
using political power to promote equality 
and eliminate discrimination based on 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or 
gender expression. 

“Triangle Foundation extends its 
gratitude to Director Patricia Caruso 
and her staff for their leadership in 
bringing LGBT issues to light within 
the Department of Corrections,” stated 
Bernadette Brown, Triangle’s Director of 
Policy.  “We look forward to continuing 
our work with the Department and with 
Director Caruso.”  It is the mission of 
Triangle Foundation to promote equality 
and to secure freedom from violence, 
intimidation and discrimination for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
persons throughout Michigan.

Protecting Yourself 
from Pick-Up Crimes 
by Melissa Pope, Triangle Foundation

With the tragic murder of William Boss, 
we are reminded how dangerous this 
world can be for the LGBT community.  
We are grateful in this case that at least 
the perpetrator has been caught and 
will, hopefully, be brought to justice.  
The assailant is currently undergoing a 
psychiatric evaluation and is due back in 
court in April.  We will be monitoring this 
trial and will share with you what we learn 
as the trial progresses.  

The circumstances surrounding 
William’s murder indicate that this may 
have been a pick-up crime.  In pick-up 
crimes, the victim is chosen because they 
are vulnerable.  In some cases, that means 
that the perpetrator thinks it will be easy 
to persuade the victim to go to a secluded 
location to rob, beat, sexually assault or 
kill the victim.  In other cases, the victim 
may be chosen because they are not out 
or not out in all aspects of their life.  The 

assailant thinks that the victim won’t report 
the crime. It is paramount that you know 
some ways to keep yourself safe whether 
you are interacting with partners out in the 
community or online.  

Find out who your date is. Ask for your 
date’s first name, where they work and live, 
what they like and do not like. Ask around 
if anyone knows the person.  Introduce 
your date to your friends or the bartender. 
Tell a friend where you are going. Make 
sure your date knows you spread the word 
about them.  Do not leave your drink 
unattended.  Only accept drinks that you 
either watch being poured or that have a 
cap.  

Tell a friend.  Tell a friend where you are 
going and what time you expect to be back.  
Arrange a time that you will contact them 
to let them know you are safe.

Protect your valuables. Do not carry 
extra cash. If you bring someone home, do 
not leave your wallet, cash or valuables in 
sight. Your possessions and the person you 
brought home could all be gone while you 
are in the shower or sleeping.

Be cautious about revealing information 
that could identify you. For example, if you 
give someone your listed phone number, 
they can get your real name and street 
address.

For your first meeting, pick a place that’s 
public and neutral. If you’re traveling to 
visit them in their town or neighborhood, 
you should pick a place you’re comfortable 
with when you arrive.  Always carry a cell 
phone.  This will allow you to call 911 at 
anytime.  If finances are tight, purchase a 
pre-paid cell phone. 

Know that, no matter what, violence is 
NEVER your fault.  Unfortunately, there 
is little we can do for William Boss other 
than keep a watchful eye on the murder 
trial and try to comfort those who knew 
and loved him.  We can, however, take a 
few steps to try and keep our community 
safe from this type of violence in the 
future. 

If you are the victim of violence, call 
Triangle Foundation at 1-877-787-4264.  
We can help.

The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus Concert
A Dedication Concert: Songs of Life, Love and Inspiration

Friday June 5 and Saturday June 6
Concert at 8:00 p.m.

Dart Auditorium at LCC



� Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News

Visit us at:
2019 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912

or call us at: (517) 346-9900
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Everybody Reads exists to empower the underrepresented  
individuals and families in the tri-county area through a 

comprehensive community bookstore and 
neighborhood resource center.

Sistrum 
Concert

Friday May 15 and 
Saturday May 16th
Silent auction 7 pm, 

Concert 8 pm
Dart Auditorium at LCC

Presenting first 
commissioned work.

After years of operating her tax business, 
Grant & Associates, on Lansing’s Eastside, 
Terry Grant decided to move her business 
from Michigan Avenue to her 4,500 square 
foot building on Turner Street in Old Town.

Grant operated her business out of her 
offices on the 1700 block of Michigan 
Avenue for 30 years. She says the main 
reason she moved to Old Town is that her 
Michigan Avenue building, which was 
losing parking and included a hard to 
access upstairs office, made it difficult for 
some clients to use her services.

“I just decided that we needed to be in 
an accessible space,” she says. “We have 
800 clients and we’re really committed to 
having a space that’s accessible.”

In November 2008, she moved her 
business to 1310 Turner St., which also 
houses Grant’s other business, Goldenrod, 
a music distribution company.  “The tax 
business is certainly growing,” Grant says. 
“There were several new tax bills in 2008 
and even the simplest returns have become 
complex in part.” 

(Publisher’s Note:  Hopefully, you have 
seen Terry’s ad in the last three issues of 
The LGBT News and have taken advantage 
of her tax services.  Also, hopefully, you 
have seen the many articles and occasional 
ads about Terry’s other excellent business, 
Goldenrod over the years and have taken 
advantage of the music.  The Lansing 
LGBT community is lucky to have such a 
talented and successful business women in 
our community!!)

Thanks to the Capital Gains electronic 
newsletter.

Grant & Associates Moves to Old Town 
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If you have been a victim of 
anti-gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender 

violence, harassment or discrimination, call us.

We’re here to help you.

1-877-787-4264
or email: report@tri.org

Out. Helping You.

Offices in Grand Rapids and Detroit

couples, you do not receive their health 
and pension benefits. Therefore, it is, and 
always has been in the U.S., the policy 
that lesbians and gay men pay at least the 
same amount of taxes (if not more) than 
heterosexuals but without receiving the 
same benefits. Unless Congress makes 
new law giving us financial equality we are 
going to have to go to the courts to get it.

Here are a few statistics that I did find:
The average same-sex couple will be 

denied more than $8,000 per year in Social 
Security survivor benefits upon the death 
of the spouse with the larger income.

Heterosexual couples receive $225.00 
from the federal government when their 
spouse dies to help pay funeral expenses, 
same-sex couples do not receive this 
benefit.

If your same-sex partner is a veteran, 
upon their death you will not receive 
the federal government benefits that 
the surviving spouse in a heterosexual 
relationship will receive. These benefits 
include: veteran’s pensions, medical care, 
nursing home care, burial rights, and 
educational assistance.

If your same-sex partner is a federal 
civilian employee or federal military 
employee and passes away, you will not 
receive the federal government benefits 
that the surviving spouse in a heterosexual 
relationship will receive. These benefits 
include: health insurance, survivor 
benefits, pension benefits, and commissary 
privileges.

The 2000 census states that there are 

25,316 same-sex couples in Michigan. 
Double that number to get 50,632 lesbian 
and gay men. The average Michigan 
income in 2008 was $39,273.00; average 
state and local taxes paid was $3,694.00. If 
you take 50,632 times $3,694.00 it comes 
to $187,034,608 – that is what the number 
of lesbians and gay men known to live in 
Michigan paid if they just paid the average 
amount in taxes last year. Of course that 
does not include the number of same-sex 
couples in Michigan since 2000 and does 
not include any single or widowed 
lesbians and gay men. 

The 2008 estimate of the 
number of people residing in 
Michigan is 10,003,422. If you 
take 10 percent of that number (which may 
be the number of lesbians and gay men in 

Michigan) it comes to 1,000, 342 – take 
that number times $3,694.00 and that 
equals $3,695,263,348 – over three billion 
dollars in state and local taxes not counting 
any federal taxes. 

Of course my analysis is a little rough 
because I have so few statistics regarding 
lesbians and gay men; no one in our 
government has cared that we have paid 
in so much and gotten so little in return. I 
am hoping that the Massachusetts lawsuit 

against the federal government 
is just the beginning of 

lesbians and gay men 
fighting to get 

these unjust 
laws 
changed. 

Taxes continued
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Gal lery  of  Contemporary  Craf t

o p e n  e v e r y  d a y

a Niche Top100 gallery

B r i n g i n g  a r t

t o  a r t i c l e s

o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e

w i t h  c o n s t a n t

q u a l i t y  i n  a

c h a n g i n g  w o r l d

artful

accessories

for the

home  and

individual

217 Ann Street Plaza
East Lansing, MI 48823

517 .  351  .  2211
w w w. m a c k e r e l s k y. c o m

Our Washington & HRC Connection
How HRC 
Fights for you 
Nationally
by Bill Castellani

Recently, HRC 
launched a campaign 
touting our annual 

Lobby Day and asking our members 
and supporters to urge Congress to pass 
the Matthew Shepard Act.  Again and 
again, our opponents have claimed one 
shallow victory after another by telling 
lies about who we are. This much we 
know is true:  it’s already started up again 
around hate crimes, basic protections and 
marriage equality.  From Utah to Illinois to 
Michigan, we’ve seen the hateful emails, 
videos and rhetoric.  Enough is enough.

 Lies like these must be called out for 

what they are.  Not just today, but every 
time they seek to stop our progress or stall 
our march to equality.  They say that hate 
crimes laws will criminalize pastors and 
“do away with our freedom of speech.”  
What they fail to mention is that we have 
had crimes legislation on the books for 
decades, the laws covered other minorities, 
just not the GLBT community. 

In California, tens of millions of dollars 
were spent to pass Prop 8 by telling voters 
that marriage equality was corrupting 
school children and eroding their “moral 
character.”  Out of state Mormons were the 
chief financiers and force behind this anti- 
same sex marriage effort.  Catholics also 
were active in that effort. 

“They’ve made the scurrilous claim 
that allowing same sex couples to join the 
institution of marriage hurts children.”  In 
fact, many children go without parents and 

suffer. Studies show that children of same 
sex couples do not fare differently than 
other children.

They’re running absurd ads that suggest 
transgender anti-discrimination measures 
will lead to men attacking women and girls 
in public restrooms. We saw this tactic 
used in Lansing also. It failed there. 

These extremists won’t be silenced if 
we don’t hold them accountable.  They 
have the money and the incentive to try 
and derail hate crimes and workplace 
protections, HIV/AIDS funding and the 
repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

Visit the HRC website and read about 
Ken Starr, who has urged the California 
Supreme Court to forcibly divorce 18,000 
loving same-sex couples who married 
before Prop 8 passed, - the hypocrisy of 
“protecting” children by divorcing their 
parents is unconscionable.

The following people will be 
celebrating their Long Term 

Relationships (LTR):

The LAHR Long Term Relationship (LTR) group wants to promote the importance of a strong, committed relationship in the 
LGBT community.  If you have an anniversary for your relationship that you would like mentioned by the group, please email 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com .

Congratulations!
Unfortunately, we did not receive any announcements for April.   

Our relationships and anniversaries are very important  
in our lives and in our community, so we encourage you  

to send us your announcements.



�April 2009

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
GRANT AND ASSOCIATES, LLC

Terry Grant and Jeanne Harrington EA

We prepare all individual 1040 returns,
from the simple to the complex. Our specialties

include significant other issues, rentals,
investments and small businesses.

Two tax preparers available year round with 55 years
combined tax experience.

Give us a call and let us help you make
tax time more fun!

Now located in Old Town!
1310 Turner St, Suite B, Lansing MI 48906 517.484.8228

Iraq/Afghanistan

NEGOTIATION

NOT MILITARY

FORCE
Invest In Peace: Long-term Diplomacy, Development

Assistance,
Health Care, Education, Green Jobs, and Food Security

Working for Peace & Justice
The Greater Lansing Network Against War & Injustice

www.glnawi.org
e-mail: glnawi2004@yahoo.com

Smart Money
Spend for 
Equality
by Brian Winters, 
AAMS, Financial 
Planner

Some time ago the 
2009 HRC Buyer’s 
Guide was released.  

It’s a great tool to use when spending your 
money because it allows your cash to go to 
businesses that support equality instead of 
that other, backward kind of company.

According to HRC, “businesses are 
rated on a scale from 0 to 100 based on 
whether or not they have policies that 
support LGBT people. These include 
anti-discrimination protections, domestic 
partner benefits, diversity training, 
transgender wellness benefits and 
advertising practices.”

There were 260 companies rated 100 
out of 100 and many more that were rated 
very highly. In fact too many companies 
to list here were rated favorably… a great 
problem to have! 

So instead, I’m going to cast the 
spotlight of shame on some of the 
WORST-RATED companies so you know 
where not to spend money. Here’s a quick 
rundown of businesses that were rated 
NEGATIVELY based on their responses to 
HRC’s questions.

Apparel
Jones Apparel (East Spirit, Nine West): 45 
out of 100
Lillian Vernon: 40 out of 100

Eating Out
Cracker Barrel: 15 out of 100 (food’s not 
the only thing old-fashioned)

Home and Garden
Emerson Electric: 45 out of 100
John Deere: 33 out of 100

Gasoline
Exxon Mobile: 0 out of 100, the lowest 
score of the guide!

Food and Beverage
Brown-Forman (Jack Daniels, Southern 
Comfort, others): 20 out of 100

Automotive
Cooper Tire and Rubber: 33 out of 100
AutoZone: 25 out of 100

Insurance and Healthcare
Humana: 45 out of 100
AEGON (Transamerica): 40 out of 100

General Retailers
Radio Shack: 40 out of 100
Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club: 40 out of 100 
(Always Low Scores--Always?)
Meijer (15 out of 100)

Yes, the whole guide is 44 pages but 
I swear it is a very quick read. Check 
out the full version at: www.hrc.org/
buyersguide2009.

Brian Winters is President and 
Financial Planner at Guardian Financial 
Planning, LLC, an independent Registered 
Investment Advisor serving the planning 

and investment needs of the LGBT 
community throughout Lansing, Jackson 
and Ann Arbor. He can be reached at 
brian@7advice.com.
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Care Coordination: Since 1986 LAAN has 
been providing Care Coordination Services to HIV 
infected men, women, and children.  To date, over 900 
individuals and their families have been provided care 
assistance and support by Client Services Coordinators 
under the direction of a Clinical Director.  The Clinical 
Team assesses need and develops individualized care 
plans for each client served.  These plans focus on the 
coordination of core medical services as well as various 
support services.  LAAN operates a Food Pantry for 
HIV infected individuals and their families.  LAAN can 
offer limited emergency assistance for clients meeting 
eligibility criteria.  Emergency financial assistance 
can be provided to assist with medical, mental health 
and dental costs as well as with housing and utilities.  
Transportation assistance, nutritional supplements, 
adherence supplies, and a broad range of support 
services are provided to each client based on individual 
need. LAAN offers a Hott Topix Series for HIV infected 
persons as well as a Positively Aware Series for the 
newly diagnosed.  The agency routinely coordinates 
services with a broad range of other community 
partners.

HIV Prevention & Early Intervention 
Services: LAAN provides HIV Prevention Programs 
under the guidance of the Prevention Coordinator.  
Since 1996, the LAAN prevention program has 
provided services to thousands of individuals in the 
Greater Lansing Area.  These services have included 
HIV Counseling, Testing, and Referral Services, 
Skills Building Workshops and Education Workshops 
designed to reduce the risk of HIV infection, Outreach, 
and Information and Referral tables at community 
events and health fairs.  The LAAN Early Intervention 
Program (EIP), as guided by the EIP Coordinator, 
provides services to clients in substance abuse 
treatment programs and others whose drug and 
alcohol use contribute to risk behaviors for HIV 
infection and/or transmission.  EIP clients are offered 
free, anonymous HIV counseling, testing, and referral 
services, communicable disease education, and skill 
building workshops.  The Early Intervention Program 
also provides required communicable disease 
education to substance abuse treatment providers as 
well as related technical assistance to agencies funded 
by the Mid South Substance Abuse Commission.

Volunteer Program: Many volunteer 
opportunities are available at LAAN.  These opportunities 
include; general office and front desk support, client 
transportation, staffing and assisting with various 
community events such as AIDS Walk Lansing and 
World AIDS Day, as well as providing much needed 
volunteer staffing for prevention efforts including; HIV 
Counseling, Testing, and Referral Services, community 
education, needs assessment, Outreach, and co-
facilitation of various Skills Building Workshops.  Two 
of the more significant volunteer opportunities are the 
Buddy Program and the LAAN Food Pantry.  The Buddy 
Program links volunteers with persons living with HIV 
to provide both practical and emotional support.  The 
Food Pantry provides food and nutritional supplements 
to persons living with HIV and their families. Under the 
direction of the Auxiliary Services Coordinator, dozens 
of individuals throughout the year assist in the Food 
Pantry; stocking products, assisting with food pick-
up and delivery, transporting clients, and providing 
shopping assistance.

913 W HOLMES ROAD SUITE 115 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48910 • 517 394 3560 • WWW.LAANONLINE.ORG

FREE ANONYMOUS HIV ANTIBODY TESTING

Young’s Landing 
511 E Grand River 

Old Town
Walk-In Wednesdays 

6pm-9pm

Listening Ear
313 w. Grand River 

East Lansing
Appointments Only 

Thursdays 6pm-9pm

LAAN Office
913 W. Holmes Rd 

Lansing
Appointments Only 1st & 3rd 

Tuesdays 3pm-9pm

LAHR Needs 
You!!
Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

(Publisher’s Note 
– This article was 
written for the 
February newsletter, 

but it did not get included.  I forgot to 
move it to March.  The information in this 
article is still worthwhile even though it is 
now April.  Sorry it is a little late.) 

The LAHR Board just approved our 
2008-2009 balanced budget totaling 
$10,900.  It includes many new and old 
projects which has and/or will benefit the 
LGBT community.  For example, LAHR 
is planning its 30th anniversary event, 
is working with Suits in the City for the 
Lansing 150th Anniversary Parade, and 
successfully helped encouraged the YMCA 
to change its family policy.

The purpose of this article is to 
encourage you to renew your membership 
or join LAHR for the first time, to 
encourage new or continuation of 
advertising in The LBGT News and to 
encourage you to support those businesses 
and organizations who do advertise in the 

newsletter.
Check out the ads in this newsletter, 

which include:  Jim Noble for real estate, 
Everybody Reads for our community 
bookstore, Triangle Foundation for our 
statewide LGBT organization, Guardian 
Financial Planning for LGBT financial 
needs, Carter Accounting & Tax Services 
and Grant and Associates for help with 
your upcoming tax needs, Mackerel Sky 
to beautify your home, Lansing Area 
AIDS Network to improve your health, 
Sundance for your car needs, City Pulse 
for the best local news and information, 
Gary Hicks for your legal needs, Northside 
Printing, and American Flooring for you 
home improvement needs.  Please support 
these businesses and organizations and 
recommend them to your family and 
friends.

If you or if you know businesses 
and organization who you would like 
to see advertise in The LGBT News, 
please contact us.  Note the box on page 
15 for more advertising information.  
Approximately 30% of LAHR’s budget 
comes from advertising in The LGBT 
News.  This is a critical source of funds 
for the newsletter and for LAHR’s 
continued success to help our local LGBT 

community.  Please help us!!
Finally, our LAHR memberships and 

donations also provide approximately 30% 
of the budget and is another critical source 
of funds.  We include a letter within the 
newsletter for those whose membership 
is due.  Currently, we are sending a large 
number of these reminder letters and need 
you to renew your membership.  We hate 
to delete any addresses from our mailing 
database and lose memberships.  In 
addition, if you are reading this newsletter 
from any of our distribution locations, such 
as, Lansing City Hall, Everybody Reads, 
Gone Wired, the Women’s Center, the 
MSU Alliance Office, Edgewood United 
Church, Goldenrod Music, Community 
Health, LAAN, Esquire, Spiral, our newest 
location Chrome Cat or at a local event, 
please clip out the membership form on 
page 15 and mail it to us.

JOIN LAHR 
TODAY!



11April 2009

Tom “T.J.” Thias
New & Used Car & Truck Sales
Tom’s Desk (517) 622-6081 or

Cell (517) 749-0532
bestpriceticer@aol.com

West on Saginaw Hwy. 

Just west of the Lansing Mall

5895 E. Saginaw, Grand Ledge

Over 1500 Cars & Trucks!
Open Every Day

1-800-SUNDANCE
WWW.SUNDANCECHEVY.COM

New Michigan 
Association Progress
by Crystallee R. Crain, M.A.

The Association Michigan for LGBT 
& Ally Organizations recently elected a 
Board of Directors.  The Launch Team 
of volunteers organized the election and 
appointment process and the charter 
member organizations made the selections.  
“LAHR has been an active participant 
in the group since the beginning,” noted 
Penny Gardner, LAHR President.

The Launch Team of The Peninsula 
Group is pleased and proud to announce 
the first Board of Directors of the recently-
founded the Association Michigan for 
LGBT & Ally Organizations. The Board 
of Directors includes a diverse range of 
professional experience and interests.  The 
board recruitment efforts were geared 
towards having a strong racial and ethnic 
minority base, a range of gender identities 
and orientation, as well as geographic 
location and other indicators of our 
community’s complexities.

The Board of Directors include; Nancy 
Katz, Reynaldo Magdaleno, Michelle 
Brown, L. Terri Leverette, Patrick Horton, 
Steven Gerike, Andre Wilson, Julie 

Nemecek, Jennie Mills, Shea Howell, Rev. 
Darlene Franklin and Brian Baker.

The creation of the Association resulted 
from a statewide endeavor by The 
Peninsula Group. The Peninsula Group 
(TPG) was formed as a strategic planning 
team in the spring of 2005 following 
the adoption by the Michigan electorate 
in November 2004 of “Proposal 2”, 
Michigan’s Constitutional ban on same-
sex marriage.  Since then, more than 
forty volunteers have worked diligently to 
provide a strategy to improve the climate 
for LGBT people in the State of Michigan.

The Peninsula Group Leadership 
Summit in 2007 was a tipping-point toward 
unity among Michigan’s LGBT and Ally 
organizations. During the Summit, leaders 
of the organizations charged TPG to create 
a statewide Association.  Subsequently, 
a Design Team built the Association 
structure and a Launch Team served as the 
first nominating committee for the board of 
directors.

The Association differs from Michigan’s 
other LGBT groups in that its members 
are organizations rather than individuals.  
The Association enjoys the respect and 
support of Michigan LGBT and Ally 
groups.   Leaders from thirty-three 

organizations who attended the 2008 
Summit approved the Association design 
and gave suggestions on how to formalize 
our association.  Approximately thirty 
organizations have joined the Association 
as charter members in 2008.

The Association will create a sustainable 
strategic framework to help achieve LGBT 
equality in Michigan, and will maintain a 
structured team process to establish and 
implement statewide initiatives. These 
initiatives will be developed through 
collaboration by member organizations at 
an annual leadership Summit.

With our new Board of Directors 
in place we are seeking our 501 c3 
status and start-up funding from local 
and national funders. For information, 
contact Crystallee R. Crain at crystallee.
crain@gmail.com or by phone at (989) 
225-0118.
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Positively Speaking  
Lansing Area AIDS 
Network: A Commitment 
to Services
By Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

As Executive Director of the Lansing Area 
AIDS Network (LAAN), it gives me great 
pleasure to have this opportunity to share some 

good news with the readers of this newsletter.  I realize that in the 
recent past there has been some speculation about the financial 
future of AIDS Service 
Organizations (ASOs) and 
other non-profit agencies 
considering the current 
economic environment.  
These types of concerns have 
been voiced regarding the 
majority of ASOs throughout 
the State of Michigan 
relative to continuing those 
services which clients and 
communities have come to 
depend on.  It is important 
to know that LAAN is both committed to those services that it 
has provided for nearly 25 years and has the financial and staffing 
capacity to ensure that those services continue to be provided to 
the Central Michigan area.

With this edition of the LGBT News, I am very pleased to 
announce that LAAN has secured funding through two major 
sources to support the Food Pantry and Nutritional Services 
Program.  In response to two grant applications submitted in 2008, 
I have received notice that LAAN has been awarded $7,500 from 
the M.A.C. AIDS Fund and another $5,000 from Broadway Cares/
Equity Fights AIDS (BCEFA).  This funding will help support 

the Food Pantry program throughout this calendar year and into 
next.  The M.A.C AIDS Fund support is new for the agency, and 
I look forward to a continuing partnership.  This is the third year 
for funding from BCEFA.  That foundation has proven to be 
extremely supportive and impressed with the work that LAAN 
does, particularly in terms of the Food Pantry.  Of the nearly 300 
individuals that LAAN provides care services to last year, 191 
individuals visited the Food Pantry on at least one occasion or 
were provided other nutritional assistance.  That is a number I am 
very proud of.

I am also very proud of the services that LAAN provides 
on a routine basis and am committed to those services and the 
individuals we serve.  The agency has the capacity to provide 
Case Management, Transportation, Housing, and other supportive 

services to those 
individuals and 
families that need it.  
Although Michigan, 
like the rest of the 
country faces tough 
economic times, 
there is tremendous 
support from our 
funders and the 
community to make 
certain that necessary 
Care services will 

continue.  This speaks loudly about the manner in which the 
agency does its care work.  I am equally proud of the prevention 
and early intervention services that LAAN has provided and will 
continue to provide.  The staff who are responsible for that work 
are dedicated to the continuation of those critical services.  LAAN 
will be entering another funding cycle for both Prevention and 
Early Intervention services in Fiscal 2010.  I am thoughtfully 
optimistic that the funding support for those services will continue 
as well.  

LAAN, like many ASOs, has dealt with reduced funding over 
the course of the past five years in a 
manner that has had no obvious impact for 
the clients we serve.  We have been able to 
tighten our belts as necessary to ensure the 
continuation of necessary services. Please 
understand that as fortunate as LAAN is 
in terms of the support of its funders, the 
agency continues to count on the generous 
and constant support of the community.  
Your donations and your support of the 
various fundraising events are equally 
critical to the enhancement of various 
programs and the continuation of various 
support services and prevention services 
that have been flat funded for several 
years.  The agency looks forward to your 
continued support as we proceed into the 
future.
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Gary L. Hicks
attorney at law

A general practice proudly serving the Mid-
Michigan GLBT community with over a 

quarter century of legal experience.

517-525-1732

reasonable rates
free consultation

wills

trusts

traffic

criminal

business law

powers of attorney

estate planning for 
our families
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Court Success
from Lambda & ACLU

Past LAHR President, Dennis Hall 
noted, “This is an excellent example 
of other organizations in Michigan 
supporting lgbt sues. “ 

The Michigan State Court of Appeals 
held that a Michigan family court cannot 
refuse to hear a child custody case simply 
because it involves children whose parents 
are lesbians, ruling that there is no gay 
exception to Michigan’s child custody 
laws.   

  The majority opinion said: “The 
question is really whether Michigan’s 
legal framework for protecting and 
promoting the best interests and welfare 
of the children within its jurisdiction 
excludes children with a parent or parents 
who could not have adopted them under 
Michigan law. We conclude that it does 
not….The only relevant consideration 
in this matter is each individual party’s 
established relationship as an adoptive 
parent with the children, not their 
relationship with each other.” 

“It is well established law that Michigan 
courts must put the best interests of 
children first and decide child custody 
cases without regard to the sex, sexual 
orientation, or marital status of the parents, 
or whether they adopted their children in 
another state —there is no gay exception,” 
said Camilla Taylor, Senior Staff Attorney 
in Lambda Legal’s Midwest Regional 
Office in Chicago. “We are pleased 
that the appeals court refused to credit 
the argument that Michigan’s antigay 
constitutional amendment deprives courts 
of the ability to do what’s best for children. 

  Lambda Legal and the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Michigan represented 
Diane Giancaspro, a lesbian mother who, 
in August 2007, filed papers asking a 
Michigan trial court to determine custody 
of the three children she and her ex-
partner, Lisa Ann Congleton, adopted 
together in Illinois before moving as a 
family to Michigan. When the couple’s 
relationship ended, Congleton moved 
to dismiss Giancaspro’s custody case, 
arguing that their adoption was invalid 
under the Michigan Child Custody Act and 
citing Michigan’s antigay constitutional 
amendment. 

In September, the trial court granted 
Congleton’s motion, holding both 
parties’ parental rights unenforceable in 
Michigan, calling into question whether 

the children were effectively orphans 
in Michigan and whether both parents 
would be able to do such essential things 
as authorize medical treatment at a public 
hospital, enroll them in school, or recover a 
lost child from a local police department. 

  The trial court’s ruling left the children 
in legal limbo, without an enforceable 
legal connection to either parent. In March 
2008, Lambda Legal and the ACLU of 
Michigan filed a brief with the Michigan 
Court of Appeals asking the court to 
reverse the trial court’s ruling, arguing that 
it violated the Full Faith and Credit Clause, 
which protects the validity of judicial 
decrees—such as adoptions-- across state 
lines, and pointing out that Michigan’s 
antigay amendment limiting marriage 
pertains only to adult relationships—and 
has no effect on a court’s ability to hear 
cases that concern only relationships 
between parents and children, such as 
custody cases.  Today’s ruling is based on 
the federal Full Faith and Credit clause 
and upholds long-standing Michigan law 
which has always interpreted these matters 
in the best interests of the children. 

   “This is a victory for children in 
Michigan,” said Kary L. Moss, ACLU of 
Michigan Executive Director. “We are 
thrilled that the appeals court has reversed 
the trial court’s decision.  Concluding that 
children of gay parents have no protections 
in Michigan’s courts was not only wrong, 
but extremely dangerous. Today gay 
parents and their children can rest easier 

knowing that they again have access to 
Michigan courts.” 

“My concern is the well-being of my 
children. I want them to live in a place 
where their rights are protected,” said 
Giancaspro, “I’m relieved that we can go 
on with our lives without worrying every 
day about whether I’ll be recognized as 
their parent and able to protect them if, 
heaven forbid, anything should happen to 
them.” 

Dick Wright
Our good friend  

Dick passed away recently 
at a rehab center in  

Chicago after a lengthy  
battle following a nasty  

fall at his East Lansing home.  
Dick has been a supporter 
of LAHR and our local 

community for many years.

ƒ
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Hello, I am Joe Marutiak
I have been a member of LAHR almost 

since its founding 30 years ago but I am 
relatively new to the LAHR Board, having 
joined in October of 2007 as Treasurer.  
My role is keeping the bills paid and 
letting the rest of the Board work on other 
issues.  It is an easy job because previous 
LAHR Boards have been frugal and 
LAHR’s finances are in good shape.

I have been more active in LAHR PAC, 
a separate entity which focuses on political 
activity.  I have attended almost every 
LAHR PAC meeting for 20 years and 
endured endless conversations about the 
ratings for political candidates.  I served as 
LAHR PAC President from 2002 to 2006.  
I am now designated as LAHR PAC’s 
unofficial “Historian.”  This means I have 
a basement big enough to hold all the old 
records and I am compulsive enough to be 
able to find something when we need it.

I moved to Lansing in the 70’s to go 
to MSU and had too much fun to leave.  
I have lived with Mieken for 20 years.  
We became domestic partners in Ann 
Arbor on New Years Eve in 1992.  It was 
a festive affair; the sign said “Domestic 
Partners / Bicycle Licenses”.  We got 
legally married years later to satisfy our 
health care enrollment requirements.  We 
have one son, Wilde.  He is 12 and I am 
very involved in his life.  I volunteer at 
Wilde’s school and serve as chauffer and 
occasional play mate for a number of his 
friends. 

My free time is spent swimming at the 
YMCA (I am especially glad that they 
have adopted a policy of not discriminating 
against domestic partners) and reading 
the New York Times in the steam room 
and anxiously await trying new recipes by 
Mark Bittman.

I have also advocated for LGBT rights in 
my job as a Union Representative for Local 
459.  It represents employees at a number 
of non profit organizations in the Lansing 

area.  Our Local has routinely negotiated 
non discrimination clauses into our 
contracts that cover LGBT employees.  We 
continue to fight for health insurance and 
other benefits for domestic partners.  Local 
459 also acts as a role model by offering 
these benefits to its employees.  I believe 
that workers rights and LGBT rights go 
hand in hand.  Unions need to support 
LGBT organizations and visa versa.

(Publisher’s Note – I have had the 
privilege of serving with Joe on LAHR and 
LAHR-PAC over 20 years and consider 
him a very good friend.  His service to the 
LGBT has been outstanding.  His positive 
attitude, friendliness, organizational 
skills, dependability, quality work and 

leadership make him a pleasure to serve 
with.  Joe received the Political Advocacy 
Award at the 2002 Prism Awards.  One 
of the statements about Joe and his work 
in LAHR-PAC in the Prism program 
was, “Joe immediately began action to 
get more people involved in the political 
process, grow LAHR-PAC’s membership, 
and make LAHR-PAC a bigger player in 
the local political process to benefit the 
LGBT community.”  Joe has certainly 
been successful as LAHR-PAC is one of 
the most respected and successful political 
groups in the area and is the oldest, 
organized in November, 1981, LGBT 
political action committee functioning in 
Michigan.  Thank You, Joe!!!)
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Calendar of Events!

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ____________________________________________________________________

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 1�0�1, Lansing, MI ���01

or call (�1�) ���-���� or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

 

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�1� or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted  
in electronic format, 

preferably in PDF or EPS format

Pay for 6 months in advance  
and get one month free! 

Join LAHR Today 
and Get a 

Free T-Shirt!

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support 
 its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

 q $15.00   Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to 
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $20.00   Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $40.00   Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household 
and a tax deduction.
 q $50.00   Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining 
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting 
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
 q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level 
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights for 
up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt.  Renewing members who donate at 
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through civil rights activities, 
communications, education, social events and supportive services.”  

SUNDAY
Dignity - 11:�0 a.m. mass �nd Sunday of each month. Saint John Student 
Parish, E. Lansing.
P-FLAG Lansing - �-� p.m. �rd Sunday of each month Presbyterian 
church in Okemos.
Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service - 1�01 
Windsor St., Lansing, ���0�.   Contact (�1�) ���-�0�0 for info.
All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
�00 Abbott, East Lansing.
Edgewood United Chuch of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, ��� N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
�:1�am & 11:1�am, ��� Grove, East Lansing
Volleyball -  Call Bill for information at ���-1�1�.
Fellowship for Today  - Rev. Karen Arndorfer - at �:�0 p.m. - Open & 
Affirming = 855 Grove St., East Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or info@
fellowshipfortoday.org .
Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. 
at 11 a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 
or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org .

MONDAY
Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chrous - �-�pm @ University Lutheran 
church, 10�0 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.
LGBT AA meeting - �:�0 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.
Social Knit Night -  �nd Monday of each month. �:�0 - �:00 p.m., �1� S. 
Waverly Rd. 

TUESDAY
Grand River Connection - �th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 
class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com. 
Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at �:�0 p.m.
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus- Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 
Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at �10 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from �:��-�:��pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or vist the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

WEDNESDAY
Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - Every Wednesday at the Unity of 
Greater Lansing church, ��0 Marshall St.. For information call Paul or Phil 
at �1�-���-1���.
GLSEN Mid-Michigan - �:�0 p.m. �rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.
Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www.
suitsandthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization.
LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 
�-10 p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, �0�1 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. For 
questions or info contact Kevin Magnan at kevinmagnan@yahoo.com
Karaoke Night - �:00 p.m. at Esquire

THURSDAY
LAHR Bowling - � p.m. for the summer, at Holiday Lanes on Grand River 
near Frandor. Look for us near lane �0. Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.
com
Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, �:�0 - �:�0 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building ���. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email:  spennyj@lcc.edu
Bingo -  �:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:�� a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com
LGBT AA meeting, �:�0 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

SATURDAY
LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. 4th Sat. each month – met at Denny’s 
Restaurant at 2701 East Grand River in East Lansing – close to Park Lake.  
Contact Bill ���-1�1� or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .
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