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Support 
United Way 
and LAHR
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The 2008 Capital 
Area United Way Campaign will begin 
shortly.  For those who designated LAHR 
and its services during the 2007 campaign, 
LAHR wishes to extend a “thank you” 
to those generous contributors for your 
support.  LAHR’s services include 
discussion groups, Newsletter, social 
activities and events, web site and list 
services, networking activities, educational 

activities, and other projects helping to 
make the Lansing area LGBT community 
a better place to live.

Working in partnership with the United 
Way, we want to make sure you are aware 
of the vital part you play in providing 
much needed support and services for our 
community.  LAHR has been in continuous 
service since it began in 1979. Without 
the support from United Way, LAHR 
would significantly have to reduce our 
community services, which have been in 
continuous updating and improvement in 
recent years.

If you wish to designate your United 
Way contribution to LAHR in the 2008 
United Way campaign, please write 

LAHR’s name and address – (Lansing 
Association for Human Rights, P.O. Box 
6565, East Lansing, MI 48826) – on your 
pledge card, and check the appropriate box 
so that the United Way may inform us of 
your kindness and so we may verify the 
funding.  Please note that you will not find 
LAHR listed in your pledge information 
and you must write the above information 
on your pledge sheet/form to make a 
designation.

Your generosity is important to our 
agency, and we welcome the opportunity 
to show our appreciation.  Thank you for 
your support of LAHR and the Capital 
Area United Way.  Together we can make a 
difference!!

Seven Straight Nights 
for Equal Rights 2008

by Nancy English, 
LAHR Board

(Publisher’s Note 
– The following events 
are all part of LAHR’s 
biggest project during 
2008.  Everyone is 
strongly encouraged 

to attend at least one of these events 
and hopefully all of them.  You will find 
them to be fun, educational and of great 
importance to the LGBT community.)

Seven Straight Nights for Equal Rights 
is a collaborative event initiated by the 
national organizations Atticus Circle and 
Soulforce that reaches out to cities and 
communities in all fifty states. The purpose 
is to educate, unite, and provide visibility 
to fair-minded LGBT straight allies.  
LAHR is heading up the local events 
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Trouble Right Here in 
River City (Mac’s)
from the Internet

(Publisher’s Note – This appears to 
be an ever-changing story.  The latest 
information is at the end of this article 
and came to me just before the following 
article was ready to go to publication.  This 
latest information says the show is again 
going to occur.  Keep in mind that this 
story may change again by the time you 
read it.)

The hardcore band M.O.D. was to play 
at Mac’s Bar in Lansing.  M.O.D. is a 
racist, homophobic and anti-immigrant 
band and members of this band were 
formerly part of Stormtroopers of Death, 
S.O.D., also known as “Speak English Or 
Die”.  The lyrics of their music are not fit 
to print in this newsletter.

There was growing opposition to 

Great MSU 
Homecoming 
Party Planned
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The plans are in place for the Michigan 
State University GLBT Alumni 
Association Homecoming reception / 

party.  The party will take place at the 
University Club on campus on Friday 
night, October 3rd.  Everyone is invited, 
whether you are alumni, faculty, student, 
or just a friend,  

The party begins at 7:30 p.m. and 
will end at 10:00 p.m.  There will be an 
excellent spread of hors d’oeuvres, an 
entertaining DJ, who will also dazzle you 
with a little magic, a cash bar, and most 

important, the opportunity to meet and 
socialize with people from around the 
country.

The party will only cost $20 per person, 
which will be collected at the door.  You do 
not need a ticket; you just need to be there.  
You may visit the association’s excellent 
web site at http://www.msu.edu/user/
glbtalum/

in this national project.  Included are 
local sponsors:  CARE, the coalition for 
Adoption Rights Equality, Edgewood UCC 
Church, and Everybody Reads Book Store. 

Last year, the inaugural year for Seven 
Straight Nights, 36 cities in 25 states 
held events. Lansing was one of those 

(continued on page 3)

Scott Harris and 
his family, the 

straight ally host 
family for this 
year’s Seven 

Straight Nights

(continued on page 3)
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Letter from the Prez
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

How gratifying for me that at the Obama 
event in Lansing in August, so many of us 
who are LGBT were there.  This tells me that 
we are engaged, that we are committed to 
participating in the political process of this 
country, and that our voices will be heard.  

As I walked around the hall I saw these 
folk: Cheryl, Cheryl, Cynthia, Chris, Tammy, 

Cherylee,  Edna, and Kelly.  And then I walked over to where 
risers were positioned in front of the biggest American Flag I 
have ever seen!  Seated on these risers were, I am guessing a 
carefully selected  assortment of individuals representing many 
groups. 

With a chip on my shoulder because all the reserved seats—
surely more than the 1000 tickets given to the public who waited 
in line for hours to get them—were being saved for the elite.   
The elected officials, Union representation, and dignitaries.  
Us common folk, sometimes referred to as the public,  were 
relegated to seating  to the distant rear.  Thanks Marnee for 
waiting in line for me that I had a ticket 

I wanted to be sure our LGBT communities were also 
represented in this photo op set-up.  And indeed we were.  There 
in the front row were Dave and David, and Bill and Bill!  How 
cool is that?  LAHR members all, I might add.

All of this is thank all who attended the Obama event, you 
participated in the political process.  Also to  invite them and all 
of the rest of  our local LGBT women and men and otherwise,  to 
get involved, stay involved, don’t lose hope, and VOTE.  And not 

only vote.  Do as Brian McCrain, Chris Swope, and others who’s 
names escape me right now, run for office.  Also, I ask, where are 
the women in this picture?

A young woman I was speaking to about these things said,  she 
was thinking about running for office but she wanted to find a 
position for which she was qualified!  Well, geeze, I replied, You 
are qualified!  Your experience as a citizen, as responsible for a 
job, of yourself, for your neighbors, that and the desire, qualifies 
you to run public office.  

If running for public office is really not for you as of yet, do 
get involved in a good candidate’s campaign. You will be so glad 
you did.  Campaigning for someone you believe in is such a good 
thing for you to do. It is a place to learn skills, understand the 
political process, and a way to understand the power you have 
as a community member.  Please let me know for whom you are 
working, let me know what you have gained, and what is your 
next project of activism!  After all our lives depend upon it, now 
don’t they?

PS a couple of issues back I wrote in my letter to you all of 
Elder Law’s LGBT legal hotline.  At the time I neglected to 
include the phone number. I apologize and include it in this 
month’s letter from the pres….

1-877 452 8529.  For free basic legal information. 
Pss:  Elsewhere in this issue you will be invited to attend a 

Seven Straight Nights project, put on by LAHR and CARE.  
Please attend.  Although geared to allies, you’ll get much from it 
as well.  9/14, 7PM, Edgewood UCC Church, East Lansing.

Penny

Chris & Jim
8 years

September 18, 2008

The following people will be celebrating their Long Term Relationships (LTR):

The LAHR Long Term Relationship (LTR) group wants to promote the importance of a strong, committed relationship in the LGBT community.  If you have an anniversary for 
your relationship that you would like mentioned by the group, please email Greg at MILatino@aol.com .

Congratulations!
Bill & Chad

3 years
September 1, 2008
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the band and a planned protest.  The 
opposition felt the band had no place in 
the Lansing community and contacted the 
owner of Mac’s.  The owner of Macs’s 
and the person who books the bands was 
contacted about this band, was told of their 
views and was asked to cancel the show.  
Initially, the owner refused. 

However, the M.O.D. Show that was to 
take place at Mac’s bar was canceled.  The

owner decided to cancel the show after 
public pressure.  This should be seen as 
a victory both in preventing racist and 
homophobic bands from playing but also 
as an example of how people have the 
power to shape what our music scenes and 
communities look like.  People do have a 
lot more say about how things happen than 
we think.  By taking action and speaking 

up, even parts of Lansing culture that have 
their contradictions, over time,

can be what we hope them to be.
This victory should not be seen as the 

end of this story, but the beginning. It can 
help start conversations that need to be 
had.  There are contradictions both in our 
music and our actions that, while not as 
explicitly as bad as M.O.D., still need to be 
dealt with.

Here is the most recent information 
as of August 13th.  Mac’s Owner Chuck 
Mannino had been saying the show was 
cancelled.  The previous Thursday the 
owner told several people that there was 
no way the show would happen. He stated 
that the M.O.D. show is canceled as did 
members of his staff. He stated the same 
thing to members of the Hip Hop group 

FOS and to DJ Ruckus.  FOS hosts the 
monthly hip hop night, “Respiration,” at 
Mac’s and had told the owner that they 
would move their monthly event to a 
different venue if the M.O.D. show took 
place.  FOS and DJ Ruckus had been 
working to get the owner to cancel the 
show.  The owner was planning (or at 
least pretending to plan) to have FOS and 
DJ Ruckus play an “anti-racist” show in 
place of the M.O.D. – an event to cover 
the cost of canceling the M.O.D. event 
and to demonstrate that Mac’s is a tolerant 
place.  The replacement show will not be 
happening and the owner has chosen to 
have the M.O.D. show.  Its clear now that 
the owner is not interested in addressing 
problems and only cares about the money, 
not about the music.

Trouble Continued

cities hosting a program at Plymouth 
Congregational Church featuring the 
Michigan premiere of the documentary, 
“For the Bible Tells Me So.”

This year there will be two events, the 
first taking place on Sunday, September 
14th at 7 p.m. at Edgewood United 
Church of Christ in East Lansing. The 
program will feature the 2007 30 Days 
program, “Straight Man in a Gay World” 
showcasing a young, conservative, straight 
man from Oxford, MI who lives with a gay 
man in the Castro district of San Francisco 
for 30 days. Following the documentary 
will be a panel discussion including 
straight allies, Ed Smith, Pamela Zeller 
Drake, Scott Harris, and East Lansing City 
Councilmember Nathan Triplett. Rev. Kari 

Nicewander will moderate the discussion. 
The evening will end with a candlelight 
vigil on the church lawn. 

The Lansing Association for Human 
Rights (LAHR) and Coalition for Adoption 
Rights Equality (CARE) have been invited 
to participate in International Peace Day 
which takes place on Friday, September 
19th at Lansing’s City Hall. LAHR and 
CARE will have tables staffed with 
educational information for straight allies 
at this event.

Seven Straight Nights week will 
conclude with an event on Saturday, 
September 20th at the bookstore, 
Everybody Reads on Michigan Avenue in 
Lansing. Scott Harris, owner of Everybody 
Reads, and his family are Michigan’s 

straight ally host family for Seven Straight 
Nights this year (thank you again to Amy 
Buttery and her family for hosting 7SN last 
year). You can contact Everybody Reads 
at: 517-346-9900 for more information 
about the store’s event.

While Seven Straight Nights focuses 
on the straight ally, everyone is welcome. 
We encourage you to bring your family, 
your friends and anyone who is interested 
in these events. One young lesbian who 
brought her mother and sister with her to 
see, “For the Bible Tells Me So” shared 
with me that they became much more 
open-minded about her sexual orientation 
after seeing the film. That’s what it’s all 
about. Please join us.

Seven Nights Continued

SEVEN STRAIGHT NIGHTS FOR EQUAL RIGHTS 2008!
PRESENTED BY

LANSING ASSOCIATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (LAHR)
WITH ATTICUS CIRCLE, SOULFORCE

AND COALITION FOR ADOPTION RIGHTS EQUALITY (CARE)

WHEN: Sunday, September 14, 2008 at 7 p.m.

WHERE: Edgewood United Church of Christ: 469 N. Hagadorn, E. Lansing

WHO: You! Straight allies, LGBT folks and anyone interested in learning about LGBT rights and equality.

COST: Free!

PROGRAM:   A showing of an episode from the 2007 series, “30 Days” featuring a young, straight, conservative man 
from Oxford, MI who lives with a gay man in the Castro district of San Francisco for 30 days.

 There will be a discussion period including a panel of straight LGBT allies after the film and we will close 
with a candlelight vigil. Light refreshments will be served.
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Pastor Paul 
by Paul S. Downie                                                                                             

American 
Communion 
and Episcopal 
Church, on 
Homosexuality

ANGLICAN COMMUNION.  The 
Episcopal Church is one of 38 
autonomous, self-governing national and 
multi-national Churches in the Anglican 
Communion, each such Province led 
by an elected Primate.  Every 10  years 
its bishops worldwide meet as Lambeth 
Conference to consult.  Lambeth has 
no authority to legislate; resolutions 
are advisory.  At Lambeth1998 some 
bishops threatened political blackmail 
to get an anti-homosexual resolution 
passed.  Their contaminated resolution 
carries neither moral nor spiritual 
authority for us.  About 700 or so bishops 
and archbishops gathered for the recent 
Lambeth Conference when it met again 
July 16 to August 3, 2008; while about 230 

others did not attend, some due to illness 
or other hardship, and some conservatives 
who boycotted it over homosexual 
issues in the Episcopal and Canadian 
churches.  Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rowan Williams declined to invite Gene 
Robinson, gay Bishop of New Hampshire 
living in a same-sex union.  Bishop 
Robinson responded graciously and with 
Christian respect and charity.   
           Pundits predicted breakup of the 

Anglican Communion or expulsion of the 
Episcopal Church -- neither of which came 
even close to happening.  Prayer, Bible 
study, listening, reflection, mutual respect, 
and a passion to find the path to maintain 
unity in the face of sharp and seemingly 
irreconcilable differences marked Lambeth 
2008.  The road ahead will be difficult, 
painful, treacherous.   
           Windsor Process reports a desire 
from all quarters to uphold Windsor Report 

Visit us at:
2019 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912

or call us at: (517) 346-9900
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Everybody Reads exists to empower the underrepresented  
individuals and families in the tri-county area through a 

comprehensive community bookstore and 
neighborhood resource center.
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moratoria on ordinations of persons living 
in a same-gender union to be bishops; 
public blessing of same-sex unions; and 
cross-border incursions by conservative 
bishops (mostly from Africa and southern 
South America into U.S.A.).  How long, 
and by what criteria will the two moratoria 
be terminated?  What about conservative 
bishops who vow to continue unwelcome 
cross-border incursions? 
           A section of the final Lambeth 
report notes that some bishops questioned 
why the Communion made space for 
provinces where polygamy is practiced 
to deal with the issue at their local level, 
but that the same space has not been given 
to other provinces to deal locally with 
homosexuality.  It notes that there is a 
universal standard that regards polygamy 
as sin.  I note that, in the New Testament,  I 
Timothy 3 the original Greek text in the 
foot note reads that Bishops should be 
husbands of one wife.  Some conservative 
African bishops have multiple wives.  In 
some African Provinces Christian 
minorities face persecution and death from 
Islamic governments over homosexual 
issues.  Some Global South Anglicans are 
hysterically homophobic, while others 
like retired Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
of South Africa denounce homophobia 
as the new apartheid, and call for loving 
Christian inclusiveness.  How do such 
thorny issues get resolved?  Anglicans are 
struggling creatively.  With God all things 
are possible.         

EPISCOPAL CHURCH . 
General  Convention meets every 
3 years, and in 2000 recognized 
committed monogamous unions other 

than marriage:  same-sex unions, and 
widowed persons deterred from marriage 
by pension or insurance obstacles.  The 
Resolution called for fidelity, monogamy, 
and holy love in such unions, and affirmed 
that those on various sides of this issue 
have a place in the Church.  Of 800+ 
elected lay and clergy Deputies, fewer 
than 50 opposed; Bishops concurred 119 
to 19.  In 2003 Convention re-affirmed 
this, and confirmed the election of Gene 
Robinson, gay priest with partner, to be 
consecrated Bishop of New Hampshire -- a 
first.  Convention 2006 elected Katharine 
Jefferts Schori as Presiding Bishop 
-- first, ever, female Anglican Primate, 
and a liberal!  What a trouble maker 
the Episcopal Church -- tearing down 
comfortable barriers, and imitating Jesus 
and the book of  Acts.  I see no chance of 
the Episcopal Church turning back from 
this path, or to pacify a very tiny minority 
of militant dissidents.   
           All Saints’ Episcopal Church in 
East Lansing has long been an open and 
affirming community:  “Young and old, 
rich and poor, gay and straight,, black 
and white, faithful and skeptical -- every 
sort of person God has made is welcome 
here.”   At 7:00 every Thursday morning 
I preside at service of Holy Communion, 
breakfast follows at 7:50, and the small 
group is usually diverse.    
           Anglican unity expressed in 1888 
Lambeth Conference designated Nicene 
Creed as “the sufficient statement of the 
Christian Faith.”  Anglicans never had 
a theology of war and peace, abortion, 
issues of dying, ordination of women, 
homosexuality, or polygamy -- instead 

various, often conflicting, theologies of 
these issues, within the one “sufficient 
statement of the Christian Faith,” the 
Nicene Creed.  The spotless Bride of 
Christ in Revelation is the Church in 
heaven, not on earth.  Here, Unity of 
Nicene theology is expressed in Diversity 
of often conflicting theologies.  “Now, we 
see only in a mirror, dimly.”  Meanwhile 
many other pioneers, in the vast Christian 
center and left, also struggle for full LGBT 
inclusion.   

 The Rev. Paul S. Downie is an 
active Episcopal Church priest of 48 
years,  taught 30 years at Lansing 
CommunityCollege until his retirement 
May 2005, and received the LAHR 
Prism Award as Ally of the Year for 
2000.  E-mail:  <pastorpaul@voyager.
net>.   Phone:  (517) 332-2326 (until 9:30 
pm)  Copyright 2008 by:  Paul S. Downie, 
Trustee or any successor Trustee of the 
PAUL S. DOWNIE LIVING TRUST dated 
March 4, 1983, as amended.  All rights 
reserved.  E-mail:  pastorpaul@voyager.
net  

If you have been a victim of 
anti-gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender 

violence, harassment or discrimination, call us.

We’re here to help you.

1-877-787-4264
or email: report@tri.org

Out. Helping You.

Offices in Grand Rapids and Detroit

Gal lery  of  Contemporary  Craf t

o p e n  e v e r y  d a y

a Niche Top100 gallery

B r i n g i n g  a r t

t o  a r t i c l e s

o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e

w i t h  c o n s t a n t

q u a l i t y  i n  a

c h a n g i n g  w o r l d

artful

accessories

for the

home  and

individual

217 Ann Street Plaza
East Lansing, MI 48823

517 .  351  .  2211
w w w. m a c k e r e l s k y. c o m
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Our Families
by Mary Boudreau

Advice
As an eternal 

student (twenty-six 
years and counting) 
I admit I’m on the 
“School Calendar,” 
so Happy New Year 

to everyone!  I really love summer  in 
Michigan, but there’s something about 
September that brings a bit of excitement 
and hope for change.  

This year, that seems even more present, 
since it’s time for a political change!  I do 
believe in the saying “Be the Change you 
wish to see in the world,” so I’d encourage 
everyone to participate and make a 
difference. 

Our four “young adults” are off to 
college now, and I wanted to share part of 
the advice I plan to write down for them 
(and which hopefully they will read): 

1.  Remember, you are standing on the 
shoulders of giants--many people have 
helped you get to this achievement, now 
it’s up to you to live up to it, and lead 
others by your inspiration and guidance.

2.  Take care of yourself.  This includes 
eating vegetables, exercising, sleeping, 
and avoiding poisons.  There are plenty 
of those out there--some chemical, some 
emotional.

3.  Whenever possible, avoid debt, 
unless it’s for a really vå≈Ωaluable reason.  
Recent events have shown that the powers-
that-be use our debt as modern slavery.  
Our ancestors had a lot less stuff and were 
a lot happier (and thinner).

4.  Stay involved with a religious 
community.  If your faith is challenged, 
that’s great.  However, be a part of 
something greater than yourself and you 
will find a lot more satisfaction in life.

5.  Your heart and your body are 
precious.  Everyone else’s heart and body 
are too! Value them all, and take care of 
them.

6.  Vote like your life depends upon it.  It 
does.

7.  Communicate clearly, and answer the 
question that is asked. 

Thanks--Empty Nest Party to follow! 

JOIN LAHR 
TODAY!

Michigan PFLAG 
State Conference

The Michigan PFLAG State 
Conference is Saturday, 

September 20th at the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of 

Midland.  Cost is $25 which 
includes two meals.  $10 for 

students.  

The conference is open to all 
PFLAG members and friends.   

Workshop topics include 
Transgender 101, Straight for 

Equality, Media Training, Evolution 
of an Activist, and Leadership & 

Membership Development.  

See the registration information.  
http://perceptionss v.org/PFLAG_ 

state_conf_ 2008.pdf
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Our Voice for Change
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

LAHR-PAC was contacted by Bob 
Alexander, candidate for the 8th U.S. 
Congressional District, which includes 
Ingham County.  Bob is running against 
the very negative Mike Rogers, who 
demonstrated time and again his negative 
position on issue after issue.  Bob gave us 
a letter and asked us to include it in The 
LGBT News.  I am summarizing important 
parts of the letter.

Bob wants to share with you where he 
stands on the important social and human 
rights issues facing America today.  Unlike 
Mike Rogers, who has rubber stamped the 

policies of George Bush; Bob will fight for 
equality for all of America’s citizens. 

Bob supports:
- A fully inclusive Employment Non-

Discrimination Act (ENDA).
- Common sense solutions to 

immigration, which are based on human 
decency, not fear mongering and innuendo.

- Not rolling back the gains of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act.

- Protecting, preserving, strengthening 
and recognizing our many families.

- Vigorously pursuing and fighting for 
affordable healthcare for all Americans.

- Fighting to assure the American tax 
dollars are spent to fight the scourge of 
malaria, HIV/AIDS and other diseases at 

home and around the world.
- Funding federal programs that 

approach sexual and reproductive health 
concerns in an inclusive and common 
sense approach.

- Programs that will help Americans 
understand their risks and give them tools 
to prevent being infected with sexually 
transmitted diseases, like Hepatitis B or C, 
or HIV.

- Fighting to increase funding to the 
Ryan White Act.

- Fighting to fund programs that support 
a woman’s right to choose, but at the same 
time work to make every pregnancy a 
planned and wanted experience.

Michigan Pride 2008 photo courtesy of Mark Sartor
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Breakfast With The 
Band
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Gone Wired Café continues its recent 
tradition by inviting the LGBT community 
and our families and friends to breakfast.  
The Lansing Area AIDS Network was 
there in July and LAHR was there in 
August.  Now, the Great Lakes Pride Band 
will be there in September.

Gone Wired and the Band invite you 
to Breakfast on Saturday, September 20, 
starting at 8:00 a.m.  I have not seen the 
details; however, I assume they are similar 
to LAHR’s breakfast which was from 
9:00 to noon, cost was $6 for adults and 
$4 for children, and included pancakes, 
scrambled eggs and fruit.  Drinks were not 
included.

The purpose of the breakfasts is to 
help support the organizations and our 
local LGBT community.  Everyone is 
encouraged to attend!!

Letter from a LAHR 
friend -

(Publisher’s Note – I received the 
following letter from David Smith, who 
lived in the Lansing area 15 years ago, was 
a member of LAHR and the LAHR Board 
and was the 6th director of the Hotline 
from 1992-94 for 2 ½ years.  David 
touched on so many interesting subjects, 
that I asked if I could publish his note.)

So sorry to hear that the Hotline is 
closing after so many years. Is there a 
plan to publicly mark its closing, or a 
celebration of its many years of service 
to the community? If so, I would love to 
try to come back to Lansing for such an 
event... it was such an integral part of my 
coming out experience. And, as you know, 
I volunteered there for many years and 
served as its director for a few more before 
I left town. Those were great years for me.

If LAHR is really going to shut down 
the Hotline, I hope that they will consider 
putting some kind of resource online. (or 
actively participate in one that already 
exists) One of the great things about 
Lansing was that the Hotline was so 
interactive for providing more than just 
directions to the bars (as vital as that 
is). You may recall that I attended some 
conferences in NYC while directing the 

Hotline; they were run by the staff of the 
NYC Hotline. One of the guys that had 
been its director at the time that I went 
to the conferences has since moved and 
helped to create a national hotline and 
online database. LAHR would be well-
served to check it out and to see if moving 
some of the Hotline’s info and referrals 
over to it may be helpful for keeping 
Lansing referrals available to peoples’ 
inquiries. They can be found at http://
www.glnh.org/ if you would like to see 
what they have.

You are right in noticing my new 
occupation. As you may recall, I left 
Lansing for Rochester, NY to get my 
M.Div. in church music, and when I 
graduated I worked for a number of years 
in a downtown Rochester parish as Lay 
Associate & Minister of Music (running 
music program, directing choirs, hiring 
organist, office administrator, worship 
planning, occasional preaching/teaching, 
and assisting the priest with a few pastoral 
duties). In that position I began to feel like 
pursuing ordination would be a good step 
vocationally. So... long story short, I went 
through the process and was just ordained 
a priest in the Episcopal Church this past 
April. There are several other gay clergy 
in the diocese, but I think that I’m the 
first one to go through all of that here as 

a single person. It made it a little tricky at 
times, because (despite what some people 
think) having a single, gay priest is more 
threatening to some church-folk than 
one with a partner... (“What if he were to 
date?”   “What if he were to have sex?” 
“What would happen if he met someone 
and brought him to a church function?” 
and on the list goes...) However, I was 
thrilled to be matched up with St. Mark’s 
Church in the tiny village of Penn Yan, 
NY where the parish is very liberal and 
progressive. When they found out that 
they were going to be interviewing me, my 
predecessor shared with the vestry that I 
am a gay man, and she (a lesbian herself) 
told me that they cheered and applauded. 
They interviewed me one evening in 
December and offered me the position the 
next morning! I’m very happy and very 
grateful to be doing what I’m doing here.

Great to get caught up with you, Bill. I 
will look forward to the LGBT newsletter 
from LAHR and hearing how things are 
for you there in Lansing (a city that I 
miss very much). And please do let me 
know if there is going to be any kind of 
Lesbian/Gay Hotline closing celebration or 
reunion... I would love to be a part of it. 
Take care! 
David 

Primary Election 
Results
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The Primary Election did not result in 
too much to report.  The most important 
result is that the November ballot will have 
positive candidates in almost every race, 
except where the candidates ignored the 
LAHR-PAC questionnaire.

 One highlight was the Court of 
Appeals race. Paula Manderfield, rated 
Very Positive, will be on the November 
ballot with Michael Kelly, who Ignored 
Questionnaire.  The good news here is that 
the two negative candidates both lost.

Other races of interest are the very 
positive Joan Bauer won over the 
positive Steve Harry for Lansing State 
Representative for the Democrats; the 
very positive Brian McGrain won over 
the very positive Harold Leeman and 
John Mertz for Democrat Ingham County 
Commissioner (3rd); the very positive 
Carol Koenig won over the very positive 

Beverly Baten for the Democrat Ingham 
County Commissioner (9th); and the Very 
Positive Pat Lindemann won over the 
positive Gary Marx for Democrat Ingham 
County Drain Commissioner.

 In November, the Supreme Court race 
will be on the ballot.  With the recent 
negative decision regarding Domestic 
Partnership benefits, we know how 
important that court is. The parties will 
pick their candidates at the conventions 
soon.

 

Michigan Pride 2008 photo courtesy of Mark Sartor
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Anti-Bias Crime 
Bills Introduced in 
Legislature
from Triangle Foundation & Michigan 
Equality

A broad coalition of civil rights 
organizations stood with State Senator 
Hansen Clark and State Representative 
Paul Condino to announce the introduction 
of legislation which will strengthen 
Michigan’s anti-bias crimes laws. Also 
in the coalition were members of law 
enforcement and prosecutors.

“The city of Lansing and the Lansing 
Police Department believe that our state 
laws must recognize the seriousness of 
crimes that are motivated by bias and 
hate,” said Mark Alley, chief of police 
for the city of Lansing.  “We need to send 
a strong message that violence against 
another person because of the color of 
their skin, their gender or their sexual 
orientation is unacceptable and will be 
met with severe consequences through our 
judicial system.”

Speaking about the current Ethnic 
Intimidation Act, Wastenaw County 
Prosecutor Brian Mackie said the changes 
were long overdue. Mackie was the 
first prosecutor to use the law in a case 
involving the arson of a home in his 
county because the couple who lived there 
were African-American.  “It didn’t cover 
everyone in the state,” the 15-year veteran 
prosecutor said. “Now it will cover 10 
million people.”

“We stand with the premise that a hate 

crime against an individual is a crime 
against all of us,” said Condino, who 
is chair of the State House Judiciary 
committee. “I promise we will move this 
through the judiciary committee...and the 
House of Representatives.”

According to the Michigan Department 
of Civil Rights the bills will not only 
enhance the current “hate crimes law,” 
but it will improve the ability of law 
enforcement and prosecutors to enforce 
it. Under the bill, the current act will be 
renamed “Bias Motivated Crime.” In 
addition, the law would make it easier for 
law enforcement to investigate bias crimes 
and for prosecutors to get more serious 
criminal prosecutions and convictions in 
cases involving bias motivation. 

The bill would also extend the Ethnic 
Intimidation Act’s protection to include 
race, sex, gender identity or expression, 
sexual orientation, disability or religion. 
The bill would also allow victims of 
bias motivated crimes to sue the alleged 
perpetrator in civil court and receive 
damages, including emotional damages, 
and other appropriate relief.  Under the 
provision in the law, the victim of bias 
crimes can collect $2,000 or total of actual 
damages which ever is greater.

 “Victims of bias violence suffer the 
trauma of the crime itself, as well as 
feelings of humiliation for being targeted 
for who they are or appear to be,” said 
Melissa Pope, Director of Victim Services 
at Triangle Foundation.  “This often causes 
these vulnerable victims to retreat into 
an isolated silence.  The Bias Motivated 
Crime Bill empowers victims to speak out 

against prejudice and provides avenues to 
seek true justice.”

 “While civil rights organizations 
like Michigan Equality and Triangle 
Foundation have worked hard to provide 
assistance to victims of bias violence, 
the reality is the system is fundamentally 
outdated,” said Derek Smeirtka, Executive 
Director of Michigan Equality. “This 
legislation simply expands existing laws, 
and provides additional punishments for 
crimes to address the trauma of victims 
targeted by bias violence.”

“(Bias crime) effects everyone in 
Michigan,” said Linda Parker, director of 
the Michigan Department of Civil Rights. 
“Michigan is the most segregated state 
in the country according to information 
from the U.S. Census Bureau.  The FBI 
reports Michigan ranks as the third highest 
number of bias incidents. “Differences 
are not accepted in Michigan, one would 
assume from that information. But that is 
not true.”

“This will send a message to all citizens 
that ‘yes, we do tolerate everyone. We 
are open for business,’” Sen. Hansen 
Clark said. “We will be joining 31 other 
states when we pass this.”  The legislation 
received letters of endorsement from 
The Anti-Defamation League (ADL), 
Michigan Universal Health Care Access 
Network (MichUHCAN), Acorn, the 
Michigan State Conference of National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), the Arab 
Community Center for Economic and 
Social Services (A.C.C.E.S.S.), Triangle 
Foundation and Michigan Equality.
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LGBT Leader, Jim Toy, 
Retires
by Anthony Walesby, University of 
Michigan

(Publsiher’s Note – I had the opportunity 
to meet Jim back in the early days of the 
Michigan Organization for Human Rights 
in the 1980s.  Jim is a member of the 
LAHR List Service and has on occasion 
commented upon various subjects.  His 
most recent comment was in regards to 
the YMCA information found in Nancy’s 
article.  Jim commented, “While justice 
may be blind, she walks steadily forward, 
guided by the people who support her.”  I 
recently ran into him at the Aut Bar in Ann 
Arbor and wished him well.  Jim is truly 
one of the most outstanding leaders in the 
Michigan LGBT community.)

I would like to announce that James 
Toy, Diversity Coordinator for the 
University’s Office of Institutional Equity, 
retired on July 1, 2008.  Jim has been a 
mainstay here at the University, starting 
as the Co-Founder and Co-Coordinator of 
Michigan’s Lesbian, Gay Male Bisexual 
Programs Office (now the Spectrum 
Center) in 1971. Jim served in that 
capacity for twenty three years before 

Quality Leather
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

If you enjoy quality leather products, 
this story and information will be of 
interest.  More than 20 years ago, I was 
on vacation in Orlando and found a hand 
crafted black leather studded belt in a 
local store, which I have enjoyed wearing 
over the years.  As time passed, the belt 
was getting older and I became concerned 
that someday I would have a problem.  I 
started looking for a replacement.  I visited 
leather stores in shopping malls locally and 

around the country, leather displays 
at various Pride events, and surfed 
the internet.  This search lasted 
for about 3 years, until recently I 
stumbled upon the perfect web site 
during a Google search.

I found Adonis Leathercrafters 
located in Largo, Florida.  I 
recommend that you check out their 
web site at adonisleathercrafters.
com and click on belts.  I purchased 
a new 1 ½ inch black latigo belt 
with metal diamonds.  The quality 
of the belt is excellent.  I like the 
design, the thickness and especially 
appreciate the quality work with 
metal around each of four hole 

choices for the buckle.  Some of the other 
product choices include arm bands, wrist 
bands, collars, vests, gauntlets, harnesses, 
and many others.

In addition, to their web site, 
you may contact Robert Dempster, 
owner / craftsman, at email robertd@
adonisleathercrafters.com or call 727-
423-1721.  I have talked to them on the 
phone twice and they were very helpful, 
especially to be certain the size was 
right.  Hope you enjoy the site and this 
information.

Care Coordination: Since 1986 LAAN has 
been providing Care Coordination Services to HIV 
infected men, women, and children.  To date, over 900 
individuals and their families have been provided care 
assistance and support by Client Services Coordinators 
under the direction of a Clinical Director.  The Clinical 
Team assesses need and develops individualized care 
plans for each client served.  These plans focus on the 
coordination of core medical services as well as various 
support services.  LAAN operates a Food Pantry for 
HIV infected individuals and their families.  LAAN can 
offer limited emergency assistance for clients meeting 
eligibility criteria.  Emergency financial assistance 
can be provided to assist with medical, mental health 
and dental costs as well as with housing and utilities.  
Transportation assistance, nutritional supplements, 
adherence supplies, and a broad range of support 
services are provided to each client based on individual 
need. LAAN offers a Hott Topix Series for HIV infected 
persons as well as a Positively Aware Series for the 
newly diagnosed.  The agency routinely coordinates 
services with a broad range of other community 
partners.

HIV Prevention & Early Intervention 
Services: LAAN provides HIV Prevention Programs 
under the guidance of the Prevention Coordinator.  
Since 1996, the LAAN prevention program has 
provided services to thousands of individuals in the 
Greater Lansing Area.  These services have included 
HIV Counseling, Testing, and Referral Services, 
Skills Building Workshops and Education Workshops 
designed to reduce the risk of HIV infection, Outreach, 
and Information and Referral tables at community 
events and health fairs.  The LAAN Early Intervention 
Program (EIP), as guided by the EIP Coordinator, 
provides services to clients in substance abuse 
treatment programs and others whose drug and 
alcohol use contribute to risk behaviors for HIV 
infection and/or transmission.  EIP clients are offered 
free, anonymous HIV counseling, testing, and referral 
services, communicable disease education, and skill 
building workshops.  The Early Intervention Program 
also provides required communicable disease 
education to substance abuse treatment providers as 
well as related technical assistance to agencies funded 
by the Mid South Substance Abuse Commission.

Volunteer Program: Many volunteer 
opportunities are available at LAAN.  These opportunities 
include; general office and front desk support, client 
transportation, staffing and assisting with various 
community events such as AIDS Walk Lansing and 
World AIDS Day, as well as providing much needed 
volunteer staffing for prevention efforts including; HIV 
Counseling, Testing, and Referral Services, community 
education, needs assessment, Outreach, and co-
facilitation of various Skills Building Workshops.  Two 
of the more significant volunteer opportunities are the 
Buddy Program and the LAAN Food Pantry.  The Buddy 
Program links volunteers with persons living with HIV 
to provide both practical and emotional support.  The 
Food Pantry provides food and nutritional supplements 
to persons living with HIV and their families. Under the 
direction of the Auxiliary Services Coordinator, dozens 
of individuals throughout the year assist in the Food 
Pantry; stocking products, assisting with food pick-
up and delivery, transporting clients, and providing 
shopping assistance.

913 W HOLMES ROAD SUITE 115 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48910 • 517 394 3560 • WWW.LAANONLINE.ORG

FREE ANONYMOUS HIV ANTIBODY TESTING

Young’s Landing 
511 E Grand River 

Old Town
Walk-In Wednesdays 

6pm-9pm

Listening Ear
313 w. Grand River 

East Lansing
Appointments Only 

Thursdays 6pm-9pm

LAAN Office
913 W. Holmes Rd 

Lansing
Appointments Only 1st & 3rd 

Tuesdays 3pm-9pm
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Tom “T.J.” Thias
New & Used Car & Truck Sales
Tom’s Desk (517) 622-6081 or

Cell (517) 749-0532
bestpriceticer@aol.com

West on Saginaw Hwy. 

Just west of the Lansing Mall

5895 E. Saginaw, Grand Ledge

Over 1500 Cars & Trucks!
Open Every Day

1-800-SUNDANCE
WWW.SUNDANCECHEVY.COM

joining what is now known as the Office 
of Institutional Equity in 1994. Jim is also 
an alum of Michigan, earning a Masters in 
Social Work in 1981.

During Jim’s incredible thirty-seven 
year tenure at Michigan, he has served 
on countless committees, including more 
recently Voices of the Staff and the Health 
System’s Pride Network. Jim has also 
served on numerous advisory boards, 
including the School of Social Work’s 
Community Advisory Board. He is a 
founding member of several community 
groups and has served on many 
associations, including the Commission 
on Homosexuality, Episcopal Diocese 
of Michigan (1971-73); Integrity-Ann 
Arbor (1986); Committee on Transgender/ 
Bisexual/ Lesbian/Gay Concerns 
– Episcopal Diocese of Michigan (1989); 
City of Ann Arbor HIV/AIDS Task Force 
(1993-1997); AFSC Inclusive Justice 
Program Committee (2000); Washtenaw 
HIV/AIDS Coalition (2004); and the 
Washtenaw Faith Action Network (2004), 
just to name a few. 

His contributions include work on a 
variety of boards during his long and 
distinguished career, including service as 
a Delegate & Alternate, State Board of 

Directors, American Civil Liberties Union 
of Michigan (1985-1994); Past Member 
and President, Executive Board of Guild 
House (1982-2002); and member, National 
LGBT Concerns Committee, National 
Association of Social Workers (2006). 
In total, Jim was a founding member or 
co-founder of more than 35 organizations 
throughout his career

Jim’s tremendous contribution to the 
University of Michigan, our surrounding 
community, and the nation has not 
gone unnoticed. In 2007 Jim received 
the Heather MacAllister Award from 
the Triangle Foundation. He has also 
received the Service Award, Washtenaw 
Rainbow Action Project (2003); Lifetime 
Achievement Award, PFLAG-Ann Arbor 
(2002); Honorary 
“Lavender Degree” Office of Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Affairs 
(now the Spectrum Center) in 2002; 
Lifetime Achievement Award, Michigan’s 
Lesbian & Gay Community (2000); 
“Sprit of Detroit” award, Detroit City 
Council (1994); “400 Award” by the 
Advocate (1986 – national recognition) ; 
and the Medal of Honor, French National 
Conservatory (1952). These are just some 
of the many awards and recognition Jim 

has received.
The breadth of Jim’s contributions are 

seen all around us in this community, 
from a collection named after him at the 
University’s Bentley Historical Library 
to the Jim Toy Library at the Spectrum 
Center and the Jim Toy Scholarship at 
the University’s Gay & Lesbian Alumni 
Society. He also has authored or co-
authored publications dating back to 1972.

Through Jim’s tireless efforts and 
dedication, our University, community, 
state and the nation are more welcoming 
and supportive for everyone. Jim is a 
pioneer and trailblazer, and his presence 
will be deeply missed on campus. 
Fortunately, Jim has agreed to work, 
on a limited basis, throughout the year 
to conduct training sessions and other 
projects

Please join me in wishing Jim all the 
best as he begins a new chapter in his 
life. He has truly made The Michigan 
Difference in a profound way that has 
eased burdens and opened doors for those 
of us who have followed. 

 JOIN LAHR 
TODAY!
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Guest Article
Avoiding Probate

When an individual dies owning property solely in his or her 
name, without a beneficiary designation, a formal procedure 
(“probate”) is usually needed to determine to whom the property 
should pass.  If there is a valid will, the property will pass 
according to its terms.  If there is no will, the property will pass to 
the individual’s heirs at law.  The intestacy laws of your state will 
determine who the individual’s heirs are and what they receive.

However, it is possible to legally pass property to another 
person without going through probate.  The following are 
examples of some probate avoidance devices.  Keep in mind 
that although it is often beneficial to avoid probate, because it 
can be costly and time consuming, these devices have pitfalls.  
Additionally, probate is sometimes the best option depending on 
the situation.  The following are examples of probate avoidance 
devices:

Joint Tenancy - Adding another person to your assets as a joint 
owner or “joint tenant with rights of survivorship” will allow your 
property to pass to the other individual upon your death without 
the need for a probate proceeding.   The obvious pitfall to this is 
that while you are alive the other owner has access to 100% of that 
asset and the asset is subject to any claims of the co-owner and/or 
creditor of the co-owner.

Beneficiary Designations - Adding a Transfer on Death (TOD) 
Beneficiary to your motor vehicle; Pay on Death beneficiaries 
(POD) on bank accounts; Transfer on Death Deeds  and 
Beneficiary Deeds  to real estate: Unlike joint tenancy, adding 
beneficiary designations to your property allows you to name 
an individual to inherit your property at your death without 
giving them any current ownership. The property will pass to 
the individual of your choice without going through a probate 
proceeding.  One of the problems associated with beneficiary 
designations is that often times, the estate is not divided equally 
among the family as was intended by the individual. 

A Revocable Living Trust - Revocable 
trusts are documents wherein an individual 
“Grantor” creates a trust instrument and 
names an individual (usually themselves) 
or a bank “Trustee.”  The Grantor then 
transfers property into the trust and the 
Trustee manages the property and distributes 
the property according to the terms of the 
trust.  Unlike the addition of  joint tenants or 
beneficiaries on your accounts, which may 
lead to conflict among family members, a 
Revocable Living Trust allows you to specify 
how you wish your property to pass.  A 
Revocable Living Trust also avoids some of 
the adverse tax consequences associated with 
joint titling and beneficiary designations, 
while accomplishing the same goal of 
avoiding probate.  

Other considerations: Last Will and 
Testament: It is VERY important to 
understand that if you have beneficiaries 
listed on your assets, upon your death your 

assets will be distributed to those beneficiaries you have listed.  
They WILL NOT be distributed according to your Last Will and 
Testament. 

Incompetency:  What happens if an individual is incompetent If 
you have a well drafted power of attorney in place that specifically 
states you can create a trust or add/change a beneficiary on the 
individuals account, you may do so.  Keep in mind, the power of 
attorney has a fiduciary duty to act in the principal’s best interest, 
which includes following their testamentary wishes.  

The above information is general. Before taking action to avoid 
probate, you should consult an estate planning attorney who can 
examine your specific situation and advise you accordingly.
Nancy C. Nawrocki, Attorney at Law
Nawrocki Center For Elder & Family Law, PLLC
10299 Grand River, Suite N
Brighton, MI  48116

Michigan Pride 2008 photo courtesy of Mark Sartor
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by Pam Sisson, Attorney & Mediator

Owning a Home in an Uncertain Market
Part 6

The little road says go
the little house says stay
and oh it’s bonny here at home
but I must go away.
-Josephine Preston Peabody

This is a summary of a series of articles regarding owning a home in an uncertain market.  
What follows is a list of the most important points to remember from the previous five 
articles:

Part 1 – published February 2008.  Foreclosure should be a last resort, since you may 
still owe money to the bank even after the foreclosure.  Communicate with your bank or 
mortgage company and read your mortgage.  It is possible to get your house back after the 
foreclosure through the process of redemption.

Part 2 – published March 2008.  A good realtor is invaluable, however if you already 
have a buyer, consider “for sale by owner” (FSBO).

Part 3 – published April 2008.  Hire an attorney to assist you in preparing and reviewing 
the documents necessary to buy or sell a house.  Do not skimp on this one.

Part 4 – published May 2008.  If you are unable to sell your house through a realtor or 
“for sale by owner,” consider an auction through a qualified auctioneer. 

Part 5 – published July 2008.  Another option for buying or selling a house is a land 
contract.  With a land contract, the purchaser receives what is called equitable title 
immediately, but does not get legal title (the deed) until she has finished paying off the land 
contract.

Note:  Although bankruptcy is less available than it used to be, it still may prevent 
foreclosure in some cases.  If you are interested in bankruptcy, search for a qualified 
bankruptcy attorney, since this is a specialty area.  

A Matter of Law
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Positively 
Speaking

by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.
New HIV Incidence 

Estimates Confirm 
Failed Prevention 
Policies

As many individuals 
have long speculated, 
the incidence rates for 
new HIV infections in 

the United States is much higher than the 
estimated 40,000 that has been cited as the 
estimated HIV incidence rate in the United 
States for over a decade.  Utilizing more 
accurate methodologies and technologies 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
announced on August 3, 2008 that the 
more accurate figure is 56,300.  This 
represents a 40% increase annually in 
new HIV infection estimates, and speaks 
volumes about the failed prevention 
policies of the Bush Administration and 
the attendant funding policies of the CDC.

A new historical analysis indicates 
that new HIV infections peaked at about 
130,000 annually in the mid-1980’s, 
decreased to a low of 50,000 annually 
in the early 1990’s, and increased to an 
estimated new incidence rate of between 
55,000 and 58,500 in the late 1990’s.  The 
latter figure has remained constant since, 
nearly a decade.

In reviewing the revised annual 
estimates and the prevention funding 
associated with those periods it becomes 
quite clear that increasing new HIV 
incidence rates over the past decade 
directly correlate with reductions in 
Prevention Funding.  Since 2003, 
the Federal government has cut HIV 
prevention funding to state and local 
health departments by more than $28 
million. Adjusting for inflation this figure 
represents a 19% reduction since 2002. 
Those reductions have, necessarily, been 

passed along to agencies such as the 
Lansing Area AIDS Network.  During 
the past decade prevention funding to 
LAAN has decreased from a high of 
$98,500 in the latter 1990’s to the current 
figure of $85,000, representing a 14% 
decrease.  That reduced allocation has 
also, unfortunately, been linked to more 
restrictive prevention programming.  For 
example, much of the work that LAAN 
had historically been able to do with at risk 
heterosexual populations, communities of 
color, faith based communities, and at-risk 
youth have become increasingly difficult 
to continue.  Only through constant and 
strong community partnerships and an 
ingrained perseverance, have agencies, 
like LAAN, been able to, in some measure, 
serve the populations and communities 
that continue to require strong prevention 
efforts.

Hopefully, the new data from the CDC 
will serve as a wake up call to our leaders, 
both nationally and locally.  We need to 
approach our legislatures, and look to a 
new administration to foster much needed 
change.  Failed ideologies and prevention 
efforts linked to antiquated notions such as 
abstinence-based prevention messages do 
not work.  In addition, appropriate efforts 
which target the unique prevention needs 
of specific populations must be funded and 
properly implemented to effectively deal 
with vast portions of this nation’s most at-
risk populations.

Julie Scofield, Executive Director of 
the National Association of State and 
Territorial AIDS Directors, articulated it 
well, “For years, prevention efforts serving 
gay men have been stifled by idealogues,” 
she remarked. “It is clear that the nation’s 
HIV prevention efforts must be delivered 
in a manner that respects the real life 
experiences of gay and bisexual men and 
African Americans, all who unacceptably 
bear the greatest burden of HIV disease. 
Woefully inadequate funding and personal 
biases have created the perfect storm, 

leaving thousands of gay men and African 
Americans to pay the ultimate price. Until 
the nation recognizes the connection 
between oppression and health, we will 
never be successful in our work to end this 
dreadful disease among all Americans.”

Advertising Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher
Please check out the excellent ads in the 
LGBT News and support these businesses, 
services and organizations.  These 
advertisements enable the LGBT News to 
continue our long history of publication.  
This newsletter is the oldest continuously 
published monthly newsletter in Michigan 
dating back to the first issue in Sept., 1979.  
(Check out the LAHR history on our new 
Web site at www.LAHROnline.org .)
Please encourage other LGBT supportive 
businesses, services and organizations 
to add their support of the newsletter 
by contacting us to place an ad in the 
future.   The LGBT News needs additional 
new advertising to continue our current 
excellent format.  We have always tried 
to present a professional balance between 
advertising and content.
If you have a business, service or are 
involved in an organization or if you know 
of someone who is, please contact us to 
place your ad in an upcoming newsletter.  
Check out the box on the back page for 
details.  Also, our layout person, Vicky, is 
one of the best in Michigan and can help 
you if you need help.

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

For more information contact  
Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�1� or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
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Calendar of Events!

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ____________________________________________________________________

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 1�0�1, Lansing, MI ���01

or call (�1�) ���-���� or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

 

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�1� or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted  
in electronic format, 

preferably in PDF or EPS format

Pay for 6 months in advance  
and get one month free! 

Join LAHR Today 
and Get a 

Free T-Shirt!

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support 
 its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

 q $15.00   Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to 
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $20.00   Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $40.00   Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household 
and a tax deduction.
 q $50.00   Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining 
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting 
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
 q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level 
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights for 
up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt.  Renewing members who donate at 
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through civil rights activities, 
communications, education, social events and supportive services.”  

SUNDAY
Dignity - 11:�0 a.m. mass �nd Sunday of each month. Saint John Student 
Parish, E. Lansing.
P-FLAG Lansing - �-� p.m. �rd Sunday of each month Presbyterian 
church in Okemos.
Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service - 1�01 
Windsor St., Lansing, ���0�.   Contact (�1�) ���-�0�0 for info.
All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
�00 Abbott, East Lansing.
Edgewood United Chuch of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, ��� N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
�:1�am & 11:1�am, ��� Grove, East Lansing
Volleyball -  Sharp Park behind the Lansing Mall  -  1:�0 p.m.  -  Please 
call Bill for information at ���-1�1�.
Fellowship for Today  - Rev. Karen Arndorfer - at �:�0 p.m. - Open & 
Affirming = 855 Grove St., East Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or info@
fellowshipfortoday.org .
Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. 
at 11 a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 
or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org .

MONDAY
Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chrous - �-�pm @ University Lutheran 
church, 10�0 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.
LGBT AA meeting - �:�0 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.
Social Knit Night -  �nd Monday of each month. �:�0 - �:00 p.m., �1� S. 
Waverly Rd. 

TUESDAY
Grand River Connection - �th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 
class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com. 
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus- Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 
Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at �10 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from �:�0-�:�0pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or vist the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

WEDNESDAY
Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - Every other Wednesday in 
Lansing. For information call Paul or Phil at �1�-���-1���.
GLSEN Mid-Michigan - �:�0 p.m. �rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.
Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www.
suitsandthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization.
LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 
�-10 p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, �0�1 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

THURSDAY
LAHR Bowling - � p.m. for the summer, at Holiday Lanes on Grand River 
near Frandor. Look for us near lane ��. Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.
com
Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at �:�0 p.m.
Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, �:�0 - �:�0 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building ���. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email:  spennyj@lcc.edu

FRIDAY
LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:�0 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com
LGBT AA meeting, �:�0 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

SATURDAY
LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. 3rd Sat. each month – met at Denny’s 
Restaurant at 2701 East Grand River in East Lansing – close to Park Lake.  
Contact Bill ���-1�1� or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .
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“Selling the Homes People Love to Buy” 
Since 1978

James R. Pyle
Owner/Broker

James Ewing
Realtor

Brandon Sanders
Realtor

A Proud Advocate


