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Seven Straight Nights 
for Equal Rights 2008
by Nancy English, Board Member

Approximately 200 
people (in spite of 
torrential rain from 
Hurricane Ike) attended 
this year’s Seven 
Straight Nights for 
Equal Rights event at 

Edgewood United Church of Christ on 
Sunday, September 14th.

This event, aimed to educate and 
advocate LGBT straight allies, brought 
together MSU and LCC students, long-
time LGBT activists, straight allies, people 
of faith and newcomers to the Lansing 
community. We watched the television 
series episode of 30 Days, “Straight Man 
in a Gay World” and the audience 
really got into it with lots of laughter, 
groaning (at times to the faux pax 
from Ryan, the straight man) and even 
hissing at Ryan’s really bad moments. 
But in the end Ryan, a right-wing 
Christian conservative from Oxford, 
MI said that he would be proud to 
serve in the armed services with a gay 
man or lesbian. 

Ryan was able to open his mind (and 
his heart) and look at LGBT people 
differently after he went to a PFLAG 
meeting in the Castro district of San 
Francisco. The father of a lesbian talked 
with Ryan about how he believed that his 
daughter deserved the same rights, equality 
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and obligations that heterosexual people 
have in our society. Ryan agreed with him 
and said that he now had a new perspective 
on this subject. After living with a gay man 
in the Castro and meeting with straight 
allies, Ryan learned that maybe LGBT 
folks aren’t so different from him, after all.

After the 30 Days program we took 
a break and had some really great 
treats provided by the volunteers from 
Edgewood and the LGBT Community 
Coalition of Michigan. People ate and 
mingled while perusing the tables from 
different organizations, including LAHR 
and CARE and also Scott Harris’ table 
from Everybody Reads bookstore.

Kirk Taskila was busy selling LAHR’s 
newest project – “Y” t-shirts that you can 
wear when working out at the YMCA or 
wear anywhere, for that matter, to show 

how you feel about the Y’s discriminatory 
policy against providing same-sex couples/
families discount family memberships. 
See the insert in this issue on how you can 

VOTE Tuesday, 
Nov. 4th

by Bill Beachler, 
LAHR-PAC

One of the most 
important elections 
in American history 
will take place on 
Tuesday, November, 
4, 2008.  This election 

will be historic regardless of who wins 
– the country will either have its first black 
President or its first woman Vice President.  
Your participation in the election is critical 
– a strong LGBT vote is critical for our 
future!!

LAHR-PAC has again surveyed almost 
all of the candidates on the mid-Michigan 
local ballot from President to the courts to 
County Treasurer.  LAHR-PAC surveyed 
over 100 candidates running for office.  If 
LAHR-PAC didn’t survey the candidate, 
LAHR-PAC researched information from 
others so that every candidate on your 
ballot, at least in Ingham County is rated.  
Many of the candidates in the surrounding 
counties are also rated.  Remember to vote 
all the way to the bottom of your ballot 
– do not forget the nonpartisan judicial 
races or the millages / proposals.  Every 
item on your ballot is important!!

Several of the articles in this issue 
comment about the election and I 
recommend you check out Mary’s, Brian’s, 
Pam’s Penny’s and Pastor Paul’s articles 

MSU’s Pride 
Scholarship Awarded

MSU’s Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender Faculty and Staff Association 
(GLFSA) has awarded the eighth annual 
Pride Scholarship to Paul Deckard, an 
incoming freshman and recent graduate of 
Cousino High School.  The scholarship, 
founded in 2000, recognizes academic 
achievement as well as a demonstrated 
commitment to gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender communities.

Paul plans to double major in theatre and 

business, and according to his teachers, he 
is certainly up to the challenge.  Theresa 
H. Spear, AP English instructor at Cousino 
High School, says of Paul, “unequivocally, 
Paul is one of the most enthusiastic 
learners I have had in my 30 years of 
teaching. He is intellectually curious, 
highly motivated, and loves learning.”

Paul’s passion extends beyond the 
classroom. He describes himself as being 
committed to fighting intolerance and 
bigotry, especially homophobia. However, 
this was not always the case for Paul. 
Formerly self-described as “intolerant,” 

his experience coming out as gay in 
high school has motivated him to be an 
advocate for others. “I am driven to help 
others like me who don’t have the support 
I have and to put an end to the intolerance I 
witness every day.” 

Jonathan Gillespie, Artistic Director 
for the Warren Consolidated School of 
Performing Arts, says of Paul’s internal 
journey, “In finding himself, he found his 
voice and has emerged a true leader among 
his peers. He has found is inner strength 
and pride.”

(continued on page 3)
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Letter from the Prez
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Since I was in the 6th grade, in 1952, 
and volunteered for Adlai Stevenson’s 
candidacy for President, I have been a 
political activist.  I imagine my activism 
has been of far greater benefit to me than 
it has to the candidate, or the issue for 
which I am working.  The benefits include 
the valuable connections to people who 

are more knowledgeable than I, gaining a confidence in my 
leadership abilities, learning to speak in public, and keeping 
my hope alive.  

I am always excited in election years about the many 
opportunities to join campaigns, and yet it is not something 
that everyone does.  I am always slightly thrown off when 
some people let these opportunities go by without involving 
themselves in the campaigning part of the electoral process.  
It is my experience that with a relative small cost of time 
and talent, I am “paid” so much in personal and professional 
experience.  

While at Creating Change I attended two workshops 
presented by PFLAG on straight allies.  They conducted 
an extensive survey among straight people to learn how we 
might engage those who are not LGBT in our campaigns. A 
small part of the results of the survey have remained in my 
consciousness since then.  They asked of the respondents what 
was the reason that they have not yet been involved in LGBT 
rights work.  The No. 2  response is particularly relevant in 
my understanding of why others are not as committed to the 
electoral process as I imagine they would want to be.  The No. 
2 answer straight people gave for why they were not active in 
our movement was that they had never been asked!!!!! That, 
my fellow activists, is on us!

To apply that response to my contemplating why more of 
us are not active in volunteering for campaigns, perhaps it is 
because we have never been asked.  Have you ever been asked 
directly to help in electing someone to office?  For other than 
money?  How might that happen?  

My friend Dawn called me to ask if I would help an out-
lesbian in the 98th District get elected to the State Legislature 
as a representative of the Midland/Saginaw County area. 
Garnet Lewis is running in a district in which we are not even 
eligible to vote, for goodness sakes. Dawn had a specific 
request of me. She asked if I would have a house party for 
Candidate Lewis. It turns out I probably will not have a house 
party, but I will go walk with her in her district.  Want to have 
a LAHR delegation go up and turn that district around?  

 I am excited by her campaign. And if you, like me, are 
inclined, I further ask that you please send her a generous 
donation—any amount these days is generous. I just sent 
Obama my second $5 donation.  And do you know why I did?  
Because they said $5 from me would be so appreciated! A 
direct and personal ask.  

We all benefit if a member of our LGBT communities serves 
her district in our State House of Representatives. I am asking 
you to get involved in her campaign.  Go up and knock on 
doors for her.  Seek out folks you know in her district and 
tell them about her qualifications.  See her Web site for more 
information: Garnetlewis2008.com

There are so many other races as well for you to get 
involved.  Please choose one or several.  Let them know I sent 
you! So they know that LAHR and you care.  And let me and 
others know how pleased you are with yourself that you did.

Penny

Duane Mooney  
& Greg Serrano

October 13th - 8 years

The following people will be celebrating 
their Long Term Relationships (LTR):

The LAHR Long Term Relationship (LTR) group wants to promote the importance of a strong, committed relationship in the LGBT community.  If you have an anniversary for 
your relationship that you would like mentioned by the group, please email Greg at MILatino@aol.com .

Congratulations!
Wayne and Craig

October 23rd
32 years

Terry and Sue 
October 31st 

32 years
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purchase a t-shirt for yourself, your friends 
and your family.

After the break we had a great discussion 
about straight allies, social justice and how 
to get people more involved in working 
for LGBT equality. Straight Ally panel 
members Ed Smith, Pamela Zeller-Drake, 
Scott Harris, Kaye McDuffie, East Lansing 
City Councilmember Nathan Triplett and 
moderator Rev. Kari Nicewander did an 
excellent job in informing us how they 
work for social justice – in minor and 
major ways – and how important that 
work is to our community. In essence, it 
boils down to LGBT and straight allies 
continually asking our friends, family, 
co-workers, neighbors etc. to get involved. 
It may get tiring, it may be tedious but we 
need to keep asking and pointing out that 
social justice work is just as important as 
any other effort they may be involved in. 

Rev. Kari Nicewander led us in a 
beautiful and poignant candlelight 
ceremony to conclude this year’s Seven 
Straight Nights. We remembered and 

honored those who are with us today and 
those we have lost in the struggle for 
LGBT rights.

Thank you so much to Rev. Kari 
Nicewander, Edgewood United Church 
of Christ, all of the members of our 
Straight Ally panel, the LGBT Community 
Coalition of Michigan, Penny Gardner 
and the LAHR Board, Scott Harris and his 
family – our Straight Ally Host Family for 
this year’s 7SN and of course, the national 
organizations Soulforce and Atticus Circle 
who created Seven Straight Nights for 
Equal Rights. 

I don’t need to tell you that there are lots 
of folks like Ryan out there that we need to 
educate – people who are able, with a little 
time and a little effort by us, to change 
their hearts and their minds and embrace 
the idea of LGBT rights and equality. We 
just need to keep talking, listening and 
educating.

 Please join us for Seven Straight Nights 
for Equal Rights 2009. 

Seven Nights continued

Vote continued

Scholarship continued

for additional important thoughts and 
information.  The most important thing is 
to VOTE, and to encourage your family 
and friends to vote – if someone needs help 
to the polls, please help them.  If anyone is 
out-of-town and has a problem voting Nov. 
4th, please contact your city clerk, township 
clerk or county clerk for an absentee ballot.  
There really is no good excuse for not 
voting.  Voting is important for your future 
and for your country’s future!!

Your LAHR-PAC rating sheet is enclosed 
with your newsletter.  You may also find 
the ratings on LAHR’s excellent web site 
at  www.lahronline.org .  Extra rating sheets 
are distributed at almost all the locations 
where the newsletter is distributed – check 
at Everybody Reads, Gone Wired, Esquire 
Club, Spiral, Women’s Center, Goldenrod 
and MSU Alliance Office.  VOTE!!

For more information on the Pride 
Scholarship, please visit lbgtrc.msu.edu.

Publisher’s Note – The MSU Pride 
Scholarship continues to grow and this 
year’s recipient for the first time received 
a record $4,000 scholarship.  This year’s 
recipient was outstanding and the article 
didn’t mention his academic achievement 
of graduating from High School with a 
3.9 GPA.  Donations, both in cash and 
in designations in wills and trusts, are 
encouraged.  Please contact Barbara Ball-
McClure, Director of Development, at 517-
432-7330, if you are interested in supporting 
the Pride Endowed Scholarship Fund.
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Pastor Paul 
by Paul S. Downie

Presidential 
Rhetoric and 
Reality

Pundits on all sides 
agree November 4, 2008 
is the history-making 

election of several decades.  Major 
Party candidates for U.S. PRESIDENT 
(Republican Senator John McCain, and 
Democratic Senator Barack Obama); and 
VICE PRESIDENT (Republican Governor 
Sarah Palin, and Democratic Senator 
Joseph Biden).  Herein I shine a spotlight 
on their biographies and experience, 
their rhetoric and major positions, and 
as necessary, my comments on truth and 
reality.

Biographies and Expienece
Republican John McCain, age 72, if 

elected would be the oldest President, ever.  
Health issues unknown, except bouts with 
melanoma, deadliest of skin cancers.  (My 
Michigan cousin had melanoma, received 
best treatments available in California 
and elsewhere, but died of it at age 

38.)  McCain was captured and severely 
tortured as prisoner in the Vietnam War; 
ongoing health issues from this, if any, are 
unknown at this time.  U.S. Senator from 
Arizona 22 years, occasionally he was 
called a moderate, or even a maverick, in 
earlier years.  Now, he often brags publicly 
of voting with President Bush more than 
90%.  Now, a maverick??  Or now, a 
conservative Party-base loyalist to Bush 
policies??  He has 7 children, lives with 
his much-younger 2nd wife Cindy, and 
identifies himself as Episcopalian. 

Republican Sarah Palin, age 44, lives 
with husband Todd, and their 5 children, 
the eldest of whom, Track, has just 
deployed to Iraq.  No medical issues are 
known or expected, given her young 
age and apparent vigor.  She served 2 
terms as mayor of Wasilla, and now is 
mid-first term as Governor of Alaska.  
Statistics will be cited later, since she has 
raised experience issues about Senator 
Obama.  She is a very conservative, 
Evangelical from the Christian Right, a 
lifetime member of the National Rifle 
Association (NRA), and a hockey-mom.  
Governor Palin apparently has no credible 
experience in foreign policy, nationwide 

housing foreclosures and middle class 
economic crisis, working with Congress, 
energy crisis, or global warming.  How 
can simply claiming to be a maverick, who 
will shake up Washington, substitute for 
EXPERIENCE in one who aspires to be a 
heartbeat away from a presidency held by 
a 72-year-old President with health issues?

Democrat Barack Obama, age 47, 
lives with wife Michelle and their 2 little 
daughters.  He graduated from Columbia 
University, worked with South Chicago 
church-based group in neighborhood 
wracked by crime and high unemployment, 
eventually went to Harvard Law School, 
and was first African-American president 
of Harvard Law Review.  As Illinois State 
Senator 8 years, worked with Democrats 
and Republicans to pass laws giving 
working families tax cuts, and expand 
early childhood education.  Elected to U.S. 
Senate term beginning 2005, served on 4 
Senate Committees:  Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions;  Foreign Relations;  
Veterans Affairs;  and (2005-06), 
Environment and Public Works.

Governor Sarah Palin sneered at 
community organizer Obama compared 
to her making real decisions as Wasilla 
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mayor, then Alaska governor.  An 
Evangelical in the Christian Right, she 
must realize Jesus often seems portrayed 
somewhat as community organizer, while 
Pontius Pilate is the Governor.  That said 
with tongue in cheek, only to assert that 
I too can play the religion card, here is a 
reality check in terms of statistics from 
The Chicago Tribune:

- POPULATION:   Wasilla 9,780;  
Chicago 2.8 million;  Alaska 683,478;  
Illinois 12.9 million.

- STATE/CITY WORKERS:  Wasilla 
116;  Chicago 38,542;  Alaska 20,300 
includes higher education workers;  
Illinois 58,832

- CITY/STATE BUDGET:  Wasilla 13.7 
Million;  Chicago 5.9 Billion;  Alaska -- 
not available;  Illinois 59 Billion.

A small-town mayor and governor 
of a very sparsely populated State has 
indeed had serious challenges and made 
real decisions, BUT has no clue about 
widespread crime and unemployment, 
foreclosures and homelessness, in vast 
cities like Chicago, New York, Detroit, or 
even Flint.  Governor Palin, a heartbeat 

away from the presidency?
Democrat Joseph Biden, age 65, born 

into Irish Catholic working-class family 
in Scranton, PA.  Earned Syracuse U. law 
degree, practiced in Delaware, adjunct 
professor constitutional law, first elected 
Delaware Senator 1972, age 29, youngest 
senator in modern history.  While awaiting 
inauguration at U.S. Capitol, family car is 
hit by truck 12/18/72, wife killed instantly, 
2 young sons in hospital.  Thereafter, he 
commuted daily by AMTRAK between 
the U.S. Capitol and Delaware home, 
remarried Jill 5 years later in 1977, added 
a daughter.  In 6 terms, various Senate 
Committees and chairs;  since 2006, chair 
of Senate Foreign Relations.

RHETORIC and POSITIONS
McCain has lost his moral compass 

from that of tortured war hero, then 
Senator and sometime maverick.  He 
has approved a series of smear ads about 

Obama, which he knows are blatant lies, 
for example:  Obama will raise working-
class taxes and increase deficit with 
tax-and-spend liberals.  Obama as Illinois 
Senator worked with both Parties to do the 
opposite, working-family tax relief, and 
fiscal responsibility; and now for several 
months has promised tax cuts/relief for 
95% of population, raising taxes only 
for wealthiest 5%; and to work with Iraq 
desire for date ending U.S. presence.  
Recently  McCain, once opposed to Bush 
tax cuts for the rich, now is with Bush to 
make those tax cuts permanent, sees no 
end to U.S. in Iraq, although Iraq wants 
a final date, and continue oil subsidies 
when Big Oil posts greatest profits in U.S. 
history; thus apparently must balance 
budget on backs of the poor.  Obama 
now increases sharp attacks on McCain 
policies, but is policy-focused.  Fannie 

If you have been a victim of 
anti-gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender 

violence, harassment or discrimination, call us.

We’re here to help you.

1-877-787-4264
or email: report@tri.org

Out. Helping You.

Offices in Grand Rapids and Detroit

(continued on page 7)
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Visit us at:
2019 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912

or call us at: (517) 346-9900
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Everybody Reads exists to empower the underrepresented  
individuals and families in the tri-county area through a 

comprehensive community bookstore and 
neighborhood resource center.
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Smart Money
by Brian Winters, 
AAMS, Financial 
Planner

Financial 
Landmines

KABLOOM! 
It’s the sound of 

a solid financial 
plan being blown 

to smithereens by a financial landmine. 
Beware these three common financial 
landmines facing same-sex couples.

Landmine #1: Home Ownership
Until marriage equality is achieved, 

members of same-sex couples need extra 
precautions to ensure they’re not left high 
and dry in a breakup. Some couples don’t 
consult a good LGBT-friendly attorney 
prior to moving in together. This can 
explode if one partner owns the home and 
pays the mortgage while the other pays for 
food and household expenses. 

In the event of a breakup, the home-
owning partner often walks away 
with the house (an asset) and the other 
partner leaves with nothing but a bad 
case of indigestion from all the food and 
household expenses they paid over the 

years. Marriage equality will provide some 
protection for a non-home-owning partner; 
but until then, the best defense is a good 
partnership agreement.

Landmine #2: 401k (or 403b) Accounts
Assume partner A has a sizeable 

retirement account through their employer, 
listing partner B as beneficiary. Aside from 
the same ownership landmine above, B 
could be hit with massive taxes if A dies 
and A’s employer does not allow for “non-
spouse beneficiaries” to roll the account 
over to an IRA. The IRS keeps waffling 
between whether “non-spouse” rollovers 
are required to be offered by employers 
or not.  Just to be safe, it is wise for A to 
roll their 401k over to an individual IRA 
as soon as possible because IRAs allow 
rollovers to same-sex partners.

Landmine #3: Your Estate
Assuming your estate will pass to your 

partner without a will in the event of your 
untimely demise is a huge landmine. In the 
absence of a will, the law often passes a 
deceased partner’s property to unintended 
heirs instead of to the surviving partner, 
leaving them unintentionally (but truly) 
disinherited!

Seeing a competent estate-planning 
attorney who works with LGBT couples 

to draft wills and (if needed) a trust is the 
best protection from unwanted outside 
interference.

With any luck we will elect an 
administration in November that makes 
marriage equality a priority.  In the 
meantime the best strategy is to dodge 
these financial landmines.

As always, please send your financial 
questions to brian@7advice.com.

Brian Winters is President and 
Financial Planner at Guardian Financial 
Planning, LLC, an independent Registered 
Investment Advisory firm serving the 
planning and investment needs of the 
LGBT community throughout Lansing, 
Jackson and Ann Arbor. He can be reached 
at brian@7advice.com.

Tidbits
The Great Lakes Pride Band during 

the Labor Day weekend volunteered 
to work answering phones at WLNS 
Channel 6 for the MDA Telethon.  
Wearing their yellow shirts, the band 
members were easily visible to those 
watching the Telethon.  The Band also 
performed at the AIDS Walk. 
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Mae, Freddie Mac, and others:  McCain 
has said he does not know much about 
economics, but whose Senate record 
usually is a deregulator for Wall Street, 
says he would form a bipartisan 911-type 
commission to study and recommend; 
Obama said no time for a commission, we 
know what happened, saw it coming, and 
need swiftly to fix oversight regulations to 
protect the little guy. 

Foreign policy:  McCain, will not talk 
with Iran and enemies unless they first 
meet our conditions, prepares for pre-
emptive strikes with others or alone, like 
Bush; Obama, would begin negotiations 
without preconditions, war as last resort; 
Palin, says stand up to Putin in Georgia; 
Biden, very similar to Obama. with wealth 
of experience as Chair of Senate Foreign 
Relations.  Energy and Environment:  
McCain wants 45 new nuclear reactors by 
2030 but offers no safe waste storage for 
thousands of years and no place is immune 
from earthquakes, nor has he said much 
about sun or wind, but only offshore oil 
drilling -- which is exactly what Big Oil 
wants, independence from foreign oil, 
but not from oil; Palin urges drilling in 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, dismisses 
global warming as a myth, favors teaching 
Creationism in public school science 
classes as a scientific alternative to theory 
of Evolution, ignoring that Creationism 

is Bible stories interpreted literally by the 
Christian Right in ways stoutly rejected by 
many Christians, and the vast consensus 
of scientists who, based on overwhelming 
evidence, accept Evolution as fact, not 
theory.  A Dishonest McCain Michigan Ad 
cites high pump prices and jobs leaving 
Michigan, concluding that Obama still 
fails to support offshore drilling and is 
unfit to lead; typical Bush politics of fear 
and false hope; what I read suggests no 
one, not even McCain, expects permitting 
new offshore drilling to make a difference 
at the pump for at least 10 years; false 
hope, but Big Oil wants this and drilling in 
Alaska ANWR; 8 years of Bush-Cheney 
and Big Oil, and what about McCain-
Palin?  

Naming new Supreme Court Justices:  
McCain admires ultra-conservatives 
Roberts, Scalia, Thomas, says he will 
appoint Justices like them; Palin, a staunch 
Evangelical  in the Christian Right, one 
guess; McCain and Palin, opposed to Roe 
v. Wade and abortion for any reason even 
rape or incest, and push for Constitutional 
Amendment banning gay marriage 
anywhere in U.S., and defining marriage 
as limited to one man and one woman; 
Obama and Biden, totally opposite from 
McCain-Palin on Supreme Court Justices, 
abortion, and gay rights;  note, progressive 
Justices John Paul Stevens is 88, Ruth 

Bader Ginsberg is 75, and both are eager 
to retire.  Phony moral outrage:  Obama, 
clearly commenting on McCain policies 
quipped in September that, You can put 
lipstick on a pig, but it is still a  pig.  Moral 
outrage erupted from the McCain camp, 
that Obama demeaned and insulted Sarah 
Palin, until a CBS News reality check ran 
a clip of John McCain, speaking of Hilary 
Clinton policies and saying, You can put 
lipstick on a pig, but it is still a  pig.  Palin 
still faces charges of seriously abusing her 
authority, filed against her in the Alaska 
State Legislature I believe, before she 
was ever tapped by McCain.  Also, Palin 
repeatedly has said that, about the bridge 
to nowhere, I told Congress thanks but no 
thanks.  Reality check:  She long supported 
earmarks for that bridge, suddenly opposed 
it, publicly, in the wake of huge uproar, 
but I am told she quietly kept and spent the 
earmarks on other projects.

Whatever your choices, be sure to vote 
November 4; and PLEASE vote YES for 
CATA millage.              

The Rev. Paul S. Downie is an active 
Episcopal Church priest of 48 years, 
taught 30 years at Lansing Community 
College until his retirement May 2005, and 
received the LAHR Prism Award as Ally of 
the Year for 2000.  E-mail:  <pastorpaul@
voyager.net>.   Phone:  (517) 332-2326 
(until 9:30 pm)

Pastor Paul continued

Bill Davis
William Joseph Davis, 

74, William Davis Interiors 
owner, died Aug. 12.  Bill died 
peacefully in his sleep some 
time in the early morning 
hours of 08-12-08. The cause 
of death was heart failure.

There will be a celebratory 
memorial service on Sunday  
November 1, 2008 at 1:00 
PM at Woldumar Nature 
Center, 5739 Old Lansing 
Rd., Lansing MI 48917. He 
asks that money not be spent 
on flowers but invites anyone 
wishing to remember him 
financially to make a donation 
to either Eaton County 
Humane Society in memory of William Davis at web cite 
(http://www.eatoncountyhumane.org OR Leader Dogs for the 
Blind at web cite (http://www.leaderdog.org/). 

Bill was not one for 
long sad tragic good 
by’s.  He celebrated 
life right to the end.  
He would want you 
to remember and 
cherish the good he 
did and forgive any 
grievance he may have 
inadvertently caused.  
These are admirable 
goals for anyone to 
live their life by.

Publisher’s Note 
– Bill frequently 
attended and enjoyed 
the Wed. Night LAHR 
Coffee Group at 
Goned Wired.  See the 

picture from a few months ago when Bill was in attendance 
(3rd from the left).  His friends in the Coffee Group will miss 
Bill.
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by Bill Castellani
In Michigan, we 

need more protections, 
not less...in order to 
protect us from a hostile 
Attorney General and 
hash laws enacted by 

the legislature and the electorate. 
The Republican Party gathered in the 

Twin Cities for its National Convention, 
and the contrast between Republican Party 
and Democratic Party’s policies in support 
of LGBT Americans is exceptionally 
stark. The Republican platform is explicit 
in its aim to enforce and develop policies 
that discriminate against our community.  
Despite being self-appointed “mavericks,” 
John McCain and Sarah Palin’s party 
platform calls for passing the federal 
marriage amendment.  It also continues 
to label gay and lesbian Americans unfit 
for military service, supports policies that 
would allow faith-based organizations 
to deny us jobs and services using 
federal dollars, and attacks judges who 
acknowledge our equality under the law. 
The Human Rights Campaign endorses 
mavericks on both sides of the aisle. 
Neither John McCain nor Sarah Palin is 
among them.  

In the heat of election season, it’s 
important to acknowledge all the other 

significant work that we are doing. The 
release of the HRC Foundation’s 2009 
Corporate Equality Index provides just 
such an opportunity. The seventh annual 
CEI rates 583 businesses on a scale from 
0 to 100 percent based on their treatment 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
employees, consumers and investors.

This year, 259 businesses have achieved 
a perfect score—a one-third increase over 
last year. The 259 top-rated businesses 
collectively employ more than 9 million 
full-time employees. These workers are 
protected from employment discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity or expression because of their 
employers’ policies on diversity and 
inclusion, training, health care, and 
domestic partnership benefits.

In the absence of a federal law that 
prohibits workplace discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity and expression, the burden falls 
to employers to implement policies that 
ensure all their employees are protected—
and 259 of the nation’s largest employers 
have taken that lead.

As the HRC Foundation’s Workplace 
Project builds and strengthens 
relationships with corporations and law 
firms to ensure the number of 100 percent 
earners continues to climb, we are also 

working tirelessly to educate Congress on 
what Corporate America already knows: 
that diversity and inclusion are good for 
business. 

Transgender workers have made major 
gains since the CEI was first published 
in 2002. That year, just 5 percent of 
rated businesses provided employment 
protections based on gender identity 
and expression.  In the 2009 CEI, that 
figure has increased twelve-fold to 66 
percent. The proliferation in the number of 
companies achieving the top rating in the 
CEI illustrates that the business climate 
is progressing, although much work still 
needs to be done to fully address the needs 
of transgender workers.

This year’s CEI takes important steps 
toward accomplishing these goals. Since 
2006, CEI participants have been asked 
to ensure that at least one of five types of 
medically necessary treatment is available 
to transgender employees without 
exclusion. In the 2009 edition, the CEI 
for the first time contains a more detailed 
review of documentation to help ensure 
that a broader range of medically necessary 
treatments is covered by an insurance plan. 

To read more about the Human Rights 
Campaign, to www.hrc.org .

Our Washington and HRC Connection

Guest Article
“Secret Dollars”: Vet 
Benefit for Long-Term 
Care Revealed
By Nancy C. Nawrocki, J.D.

One of the Veteran Administration’s 
best-kept secrets, which is an excellent 
potential source of funds for long-term 
care (either at home or in an assisted 
living facility) are veteran’s benefits for 
a non-service connected disability.  Most 
VA benefits and pensions are based on 
a disability which was incurred during 
a veteran’s wartime service.  There is 
another benefit, however - a pension 
program - available for individuals who 
are disabled due to the issues of old age, 
such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, multiple 
sclerosis, and other physical disabilities.  
For those veterans and widows (ers) 
who are eligible, these benefits can be a 

blessing for the disabled individual who is 
not yet ready for a nursing home.

There is a specific portion of the pension 
program which is of particular importance.  
This program is “Aid and Attendance” 
(A and A) and is available to a veteran 
who is not only disabled, but has the 
additional requirement of needing the aid 
and attendance of another person in order 
to avoid the hazards of his or her daily 
environment (in other words, someone 
needs to help you to prepare meals, to 
bathe, to dress and otherwise take care of 
yourself).  

Under this program, a veteran can 
receive a maximum of $1,801.00 per 
month in benefits and  a  widow or 
widower can receive up to $976.00 as a 
maximum benefit for A and A for the year 
2007.  The applicant must be determined 
to be “permanently and totally disabled”.  
The applicant does not need to be helpless 
- he/she need only show that he/she is in 
need of aid and attendance on a regular 

basis.   Someone who is housebound or 
is in an assisted living facility and over 
the age of 65 is presumed by the Veterans 
Administration to be in need of aid and 
attendance.  

This particular program has limitations 
related to the income and assets that 
are held by the applicant.  However, 
in computing the income of the 
applicant, certain items can be deducted.  
Specifically, unreimbursed medical 
expenses (UMEs) paid by an individual 
may be used to reduce the applicant’s 
income.  Home attendants or aides are 
an allowable medical expense deduction, 
as long as that attendant is providing 
some medical or nursing services for the 
disabled person. The cost of an assisted 
living facility, and even part or all of the 
cost of an independent living facility, can 
also be an allowable medical deduction to 
reduce your gross income to a much lower 
net countable income that may qualify you 

(continued on page 11)
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Great Lakes! Great Lesbian Leaders!
by Kate Runyon, Interim Executive Director

One of my first experiences as I was beginning to identify 
with the LGBT movement happened in 1993 at the March on 
Washington.  I had been prepared to see more of the lesbians that 
I was used to - baggy clothed gym teachers that I had little crushes 
on way back in the day and vest and khaki’s uniformed professors 
at the university I attended.  What I was excited and surprised 
to find was that these lesbians were comfortable to express their 
gender in a wide variety of ways.  The gym teachers and the 
university profs were there, but so were women in dresses, heels, 
with long hair and makeup and everyone in between!  

As we celebrate transgender awareness month, it occurs to me 
that in the fight for equal rights in our state, we often work with 
cities, universities and employers to include gender identity and 
gender expression in their diversity statements and policy manuals 
as protections for the transgendered community.  These words 
have a much broader scope, though.  Perhaps the LGB segments 
of our community can learn something from our transgender 
friends with regard to gender expression.  

Recently I attended a conference put on by the Equality 
Federation.  Leaders of LGBT policy organizations attended 
from across the country.  I was pleasantly surprised to learn that 
two of my counterparts in the Great Lakes area are also very 
stereotypically feminine in their presentation – something that 
I have received no small amount of flack for here in Michigan.  
Lynne Bowman the executive director of Equality Ohio, and Amy 
Bloom the executive director of Equality Illinois  and I all feel 
most comfortable without ourselves presenting ourselves with a 
strong, empowered feminine edge.  While in Columbus. The three 

of us had some fantastic conversations about power, femininity, 
masculinity, gender expression, and how these pervasive social 
dynamics continue to infiltrate to the very heart of the LGBT 
movement.  Lynne and I both noted experiences in the lesbian 
communities that we serve in where we are questioned with 
scrutiny about why we present in a feminine nature.  

This month, and every month, I hope that you feel free to 
express your gender in the way that makes you feel the most 
genuine and real.  Whomever you are, wherever you are.  Let it 
fly!  Put on the heels and the make-up.  Bind your breasts and 
pack.  And, I hope, that the rest of our community will embrace 
you and your fabulous self.  In the midst of a movement that is 
all about being free to express love and self, we all need to let our 
colors shine!

Care Coordination: Since 1986 LAAN has 
been providing Care Coordination Services to HIV 
infected men, women, and children.  To date, over 900 
individuals and their families have been provided care 
assistance and support by Client Services Coordinators 
under the direction of a Clinical Director.  The Clinical 
Team assesses need and develops individualized care 
plans for each client served.  These plans focus on the 
coordination of core medical services as well as various 
support services.  LAAN operates a Food Pantry for 
HIV infected individuals and their families.  LAAN can 
offer limited emergency assistance for clients meeting 
eligibility criteria.  Emergency financial assistance 
can be provided to assist with medical, mental health 
and dental costs as well as with housing and utilities.  
Transportation assistance, nutritional supplements, 
adherence supplies, and a broad range of support 
services are provided to each client based on individual 
need. LAAN offers a Hott Topix Series for HIV infected 
persons as well as a Positively Aware Series for the 
newly diagnosed.  The agency routinely coordinates 
services with a broad range of other community 
partners.

HIV Prevention & Early Intervention 
Services: LAAN provides HIV Prevention Programs 
under the guidance of the Prevention Coordinator.  
Since 1996, the LAAN prevention program has 
provided services to thousands of individuals in the 
Greater Lansing Area.  These services have included 
HIV Counseling, Testing, and Referral Services, 
Skills Building Workshops and Education Workshops 
designed to reduce the risk of HIV infection, Outreach, 
and Information and Referral tables at community 
events and health fairs.  The LAAN Early Intervention 
Program (EIP), as guided by the EIP Coordinator, 
provides services to clients in substance abuse 
treatment programs and others whose drug and 
alcohol use contribute to risk behaviors for HIV 
infection and/or transmission.  EIP clients are offered 
free, anonymous HIV counseling, testing, and referral 
services, communicable disease education, and skill 
building workshops.  The Early Intervention Program 
also provides required communicable disease 
education to substance abuse treatment providers as 
well as related technical assistance to agencies funded 
by the Mid South Substance Abuse Commission.

Volunteer Program: Many volunteer 
opportunities are available at LAAN.  These opportunities 
include; general office and front desk support, client 
transportation, staffing and assisting with various 
community events such as AIDS Walk Lansing and 
World AIDS Day, as well as providing much needed 
volunteer staffing for prevention efforts including; HIV 
Counseling, Testing, and Referral Services, community 
education, needs assessment, Outreach, and co-
facilitation of various Skills Building Workshops.  Two 
of the more significant volunteer opportunities are the 
Buddy Program and the LAAN Food Pantry.  The Buddy 
Program links volunteers with persons living with HIV 
to provide both practical and emotional support.  The 
Food Pantry provides food and nutritional supplements 
to persons living with HIV and their families. Under the 
direction of the Auxiliary Services Coordinator, dozens 
of individuals throughout the year assist in the Food 
Pantry; stocking products, assisting with food pick-
up and delivery, transporting clients, and providing 
shopping assistance.

913 W HOLMES ROAD SUITE 115 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48910 • 517 394 3560 • WWW.LAANONLINE.ORG

FREE ANONYMOUS HIV ANTIBODY TESTING

Young’s Landing 
511 E Grand River 

Old Town
Walk-In Wednesdays 

6pm-9pm

Listening Ear
313 w. Grand River 

East Lansing
Appointments Only 

Thursdays 6pm-9pm

LAAN Office
913 W. Holmes Rd 

Lansing
Appointments Only 1st & 3rd 

Tuesdays 3pm-9pm

Current Leaders of LGBT organizations 
from Ohio, Michigan & Illinois!
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Tom “T.J.” Thias
New & Used Car & Truck Sales
Tom’s Desk (517) 622-6081 or

Cell (517) 749-0532
bestpriceticer@aol.com

West on Saginaw Hwy. 

Just west of the Lansing Mall

5895 E. Saginaw, Grand Ledge

Over 1500 Cars & Trucks!
Open Every Day

1-800-SUNDANCE
WWW.SUNDANCECHEVY.COM

for veterans’ benefits.  
Simplified Example: Bill Robert is a 66 year old veteran and, 

due to his health needs, has caregivers coming to his home for 
several hours each day.  His income is $1800/month and he is 
paying caregivers $3300/month.  Rather than deplete his savings 
of $45,000, he applies for a service pension through the VA.  The 
VA considers the $3500/month he is paying to his caregivers 
unreimbursed medical expenses and “subtracts” the amount from 
his income.  In other words, when calculating his pension, the 
VA considers his income to be negative $1500.  He applies for 
benefits and is eligible for $1500/month to help him with his bills! 

To file a claim for this benefit, it is wise to seek the involvement 
of a trained veteran’s service officer.  A Veteran’s Service Officer 
is critical to the filing of an application with the local VA regional 
office.  It is also important to seek the guidance of an experienced 
elder law attorney who is familiar with estate planning, disability, 
Medicaid and veterans’ benefits.  An attorney skilled in elder law 
can provide a veteran and the veteran’s family with appropriate 
pre-filing consultations to determine the appropriate steps that 
must be taken to be able to determine if it would be right to apply 
for this VA benefit.

Circular 230 Disclosure:  To insure compliance with 
requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. 
Federal tax advice contained in this communication, including 
attachments, was not written to be used and cannot be used for 
the purpose of (i) avoiding tax-related penalties under the Internal 
Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing, or recommending 
to another party any tax-related matters addressed herein.  If you 

would like a written opinion upon which you can rely for purposes 
of avoiding penalties, please contact us.

 Disclaimer:  This e-mail message and any attachments are 
private communication sent by the Nawrocki Center for Family & 
Elder Law, PLLC and may contain confidential, legally privileged 
information meant solely for the intended recipient.  If you are 
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, 
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication 
is strictly prohibited.  Please notify the sender immediately by 
replying to this message, then delete the e-mail message and any 
attachments from your system.  Thank you.

Nawrocki Center for Elder & Family Law, 10299 Grand River, 
Suite N, Brighton, MI 48116 - (810) 229-0220

Gueat Article continued

Tidbits
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

LAHR was recently contacted by the MSU library, Special 
Collections, and was asked to donate our 25th Anniversary 
Cookbook to their cookbook collection.  The LAHR Board 
supported the donation and the LAHR cookbook is now 
on display at the library.  If you would like to purchase a 
cookbook, the cost is $5 and contact Bill at 337-1419 or email 
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .

For those of you interested in attending Michigan BearFest 5 
on November 7-9, 2008, their web page is now up and running 
for info and registration.  It will be held in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.  http://www.michbear fest.org
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by Pam Sisson

To Vote or Not to Vote
Is that the question?
There are lots of folks who came before us 
who 
Hung in there long enough for you and me
Maybe we just owe it to the next ones 

To ride this raging river out to sea    
From Cowboy, music and lyrics by Pam Sisson (1984)

Four years ago, I wrote an article much like this, however, 
in my personal opinion, there are some significant differences 
between that election and this one.  It seems to me that we have 
much more inspiring candidates than we had four years ago.  I 
strongly favor one of the candidates, but the principles in this 
article are the same regardless of your party preferences.  Also, 
I have learned a little more about how elections are won or lost.  
No one knows what the outcome of the election will be until the 
results are tallied (if then).  President Truman was slated to lose 
the presidential election in 1948 to Thomas Dewey. The morning 
after the election, the front pages of some major newspapers 
actually announced that Dewey had won. However, Truman won 
that election, to everyone’s surprise, including his own.  This has 
happened many times in American history.

Some couples say that they would be canceling out each other’s 
votes, so why bother?  Tell that to a candidate who won or lost 
by only a few votes.  Also, there is something to be said for 
exercising a democratic right that people are fighting and dying 
for around the world even as I write this, including some people 
we know personally.   There was a time not that long ago when 
African-Americans were not permitted to vote.  There was a time 
even more recently when women were still not permitted to vote. 
Some women are in such abusive relationships that they cannot 
escape to get to the polls.  Some people are prevented from voting 
because of disabilities or lack of transportation.  Then there are the 
criminal, deceptive or just outrageous steps 
that some unscrupulous individuals are taking 
to prevent citizens from voting.  I consider it 
a privilege to vote in every election, no matter 
how “minor.”

ALL of the elections, city, state and federal, 
will have a direct impact on your life.  Don’t 
miss this opportunity to be heard.  By the way, 
if you will be out of town on election day, if 
you are over 60, or if you are unable to go to 
the polls, you can obtain an absentee ballot by 
calling your city or township hall.  If you are 
uncertain whom to call, your local librarian 
can help you or check this website: http://
www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633-
21037--,00.html 

Here is a suggestion.  Talk to two of your 
friends or relatives about the issues in the 
election.  Keep an open mind, even if they 
do not.  Education is everything here.  It is 
the discussion that counts, so do your best 
to listen to their opinions and concerns, and 

A Matter of Law

Our Families
by Mary Boudreau 

Participate and Vote
As the rain pours down outside today, the 

upcoming election day comes to mind.  It’s 
tempting to think of the upcoming election as 
the most important one of our lives, one that 
will surely influence the future of our nation 
and world.  So many factors can influence the 

outcome, including the weather.  The better the weather, the better 
the outcome for the Democratic party, because more people vote.  
Well, we certainly can’t change the weather (but I’d love to) but 
we can do many things to influence the outcome of the election. 

We have six registered voters in our household, and we all will 
vote (“if you don’t vote, you can’t bitch”) but we need to do more 
than that to truly be influential.  I leave messages on my voicemail 
about registering and voting.  I ask people on the street if they are 

to engage them in the discussion.  Assist them in getting to the 
polls if necessary.   Then ask them to talk to two of their friends 
or relatives and to assist them if they can.  The internet may be 
useful also in urging your friends and relatives to vote, however, 
in this electronic age, personal contact is still very convincing.  
My mother has been known to distribute factual information about 
the candidates all over my hometown.  She posts signs in the rear 
window of her car.  She engages strangers, checkout clerks, bank 
tellers, anyone, in conversations about the issues and encourages 
them to vote.  Go Mom!  We can all do something and we must 
keep doing it until the results are in.   Some people do not know 
what to do, or are too busy or too shy to talk to people about the 
issues.  If this is true of you, then just send money, if you can 
afford it.  It takes money to win an election and it is a way of 
showing support for the candidate.  Bumper stickers and signs 
are also useful, and tee shirts are particularly useful, since they 
encourage face-to-face discussion.  
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Gary L. Hicks
attorney at law

A general practice proudly serving the Mid-

Michigan GLBT community with over a 

quarter century of legal experience.

517-525-1732

reasonable rates
free consultation

wills

trusts

traffic

criminal

business law

powers of attorney

estate planning for 
our families
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registered.  Some people don’t know all the benefits they enjoy as citizens, and I try to 
remind them.  On election day, I drive people to the polls.

As a group, we can participate in so many ways.  Of course, officials need money to run 
all those television ads (yes, we are already sick of them!)   They also need volunteers to 
help with get out the vote efforts. 

Many people, particularly GLBT people, are justified in our frustrations with the 
electoral process.  It’s vital to turn those frustrations into action, even if one of the 
actions is to run for office ourselves.  Our presence at efforts, meetings, and activities 
can truly make our voices heard in the political arena.  I’m very proud of our family for 
participating in this process, and encourage other families to make this a group activity.  
We have always taken our children to conventions, political rallies, get out the vote 
activities, and victory parties.  It’s truly given them an appreciation for the process, and I 
would not be surprised if you someday have the opportunity to vote for them! 

Make the Bullies Stop! 
1.6 Million Michigan Students Returned to School without an Anti-Bullying Law!
When Michigan students returned to school recently, they did so without an anti-bullying 

law to protect them.  Every day children suffer in silence because of school bullying. 
Thirty-six other states have comprehensive anti-bullying laws in place but Michigan 
does not.  We have a chance to change that and keep our kids safe by passing Matt’s Safe 
Schools Law. 

Matt’s Law will mandate every school district in Michigan have an anti-bullying policy 
that protects all students.  Matt’s Law has passed the State House, Governor Granholm has 
pledged to sign this bill into law, BUT IT STILL NEEDS TO PASS THE SENATE! 

Our Michigan schools should be safe places to learn for all children.  Please take time 
today and urge your state senator to support action on HB 4162 - Matt’s Safe School Law.

Both Michigan Equality and Triangle Foundation have been working to pass this needed 
legislation and provided this information. 

JOIN LAHR 
TODAY!
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Del Martin…Remembering a Leader
Del Martin, who married her partner of 55 years, Phyllis Lyon, 

on June 16, 2008 at San Francisco City Hall by Mayor Gavin 
Newsom, in the first legal gay union in California and who helped 
found the pioneering lesbian-rights group the Daughters of Bilitis, 
died on August 27th in San Francisco at the age of 87. 

The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force provided the 
following information regarding Del Martin:

-“Founding the Daughters of Bilitis in 1955, Del Martin and 
Phyllis Lyon launched the world’s first organization dedicated to 
improving the lives of lesbians. 

-When they published The Ladder in 1956, the first magazine 
by, for and about lesbians, the couple created the means for 
lesbians to know themselves and each other and to break out of 
the stultifying isolation that marked many lesbian lives, inviting 
thousands of women to join a growing lesbian community. 

-Throughout their decades of activism, Martin and Lyon made 
the vital connections among communities and movements, 
engaging in social justice advocacy projects that included anti-
war, civil rights, antipoverty, HIV/AIDS, and women’s health and 
empowerment. 

-In 1964, they participated in the Council on Religion and 
the Homosexual, the first organizing in this country to forge a 
wider space and a welcoming place for LGBT people in faith 
communities. 

-In 1972, the couple published their groundbreaking book, 
Lesbian/Woman, named by Publisher’s Weekly in 1992 as one 
of the 20 most influential women’s books of the past 20 years. 
Lesbian/Woman spoke to a new and hungry generation of women, 
eager to answer their clarion call to sexual liberation and freedom.

-Martin was an early leader in the battered women’s movement, 
again breaking new ground with the publication of Battered 
Wives in 1976, a book that inspired grassroots organizing to end 
domestic violence and the establishment of shelters for battered 
women.

-Lyon-Martin Health Services, founded in 1979 in San 
Francisco and named in honor of Martin and Lyon, is the only 
free-standing community clinic in California with a specific 
emphasis on lesbian/bisexual women and transgender health care, 
delivering quality health care services regardless of ability to pay.

-In 1995, they were appointed to the White House Conference 
on Aging; they continued to advocate on behalf of older lesbians 
through Old Lesbians Organizing for Change. 

-The valuable lives and good works of Martin and Lyon 
are the subject of the 2003 award-winning documentary, No 
Secrets Anymore: The Times of Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon, by 
filmmaker Joan E. Biren.

-Martin and Lyon made history again, becoming the first same-
sex couple to be married in the state of California on June 16, 
2008. 

-In 1997, at the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force’s 10th 
annual Creating Change Conference in San Diego, Calif., Martin 
and Lyon received the Community Service Award for their 
organizing work and political involvement.

-At the 2004 conference in St. Louis, Mo., they were honored 
with the Creating Change Award, which read, ‘You spoke the 
unspeakable, you wrote the unthinkable. You lived openly and 
proudly as a loving couple long before a movement would stand 
with you.’ ”

Ms. Martin died at UCSF Hospice, nearly two weeks after she 
was admitted with a broken arm. Lyon was at her side.  “Ever 
since I met Del 55 years ago, I could never imagine a day would 
come when she wouldn’t be by my side,” Lyon said in a statement 
issued by the National Center for Lesbian Rights. “I am so lucky 
to have known her, loved her and been her partner in all things.   I 
also never imagined there would be a day that we would actually 
be able to get married,” Lyon said. “I am devastated, but I take 
some solace in knowing we were able to enjoy the ultimate rite of 
love and commitment before she passed.”

Publisher’s Note – This article was assembled from information 
in an article by Rachel Gordon, Chronicle Staff Writer, and an 
article from the GSN of Southwest Florida newsletter (Gay Social 
Network of Naples, Florida).

 

 Michigan
Pride

Michigan Pride is already at work planning 
next year’s Pride event in Lansing.  It now 
looks like it will be the 2nd week in June, 
2009.  In addition, there have been discussions 
between the City of Lansing and Michigan 
Pride to have the Michigan Pride event an 
official part in the City’s 150th Anniversary 
Celebration, since Michigan Pride is one of the 
City’s largest events.
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Calendar of Events!

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ____________________________________________________________________

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 1�0�1, Lansing, MI ���01

or call (�1�) ���-���� or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

 

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�1� or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted  
in electronic format, 

preferably in PDF or EPS format

Pay for 6 months in advance  
and get one month free! 

Join LAHR Today 
and Get a 

Free T-Shirt!

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support 
 its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

 q $15.00   Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to 
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $20.00   Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $40.00   Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household 
and a tax deduction.
 q $50.00   Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining 
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting 
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
 q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level 
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights for 
up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt.  Renewing members who donate at 
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through civil rights activities, 
communications, education, social events and supportive services.”  

SUNDAY
Dignity - 11:�0 a.m. mass �nd Sunday of each month. Saint John Student 
Parish, E. Lansing.
P-FLAG Lansing - �-� p.m. �rd Sunday of each month Presbyterian 
church in Okemos.
Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service - 1�01 
Windsor St., Lansing, ���0�.   Contact (�1�) ���-�0�0 for info.
All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
�00 Abbott, East Lansing.
Edgewood United Chuch of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, ��� N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
�:1�am & 11:1�am, ��� Grove, East Lansing
Volleyball -  Sharp Park behind the Lansing Mall  -  1:�0 p.m.  -  Please 
call Bill for information at ���-1�1�.
Fellowship for Today  - Rev. Karen Arndorfer - at �:�0 p.m. - Open & 
Affirming = 855 Grove St., East Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or info@
fellowshipfortoday.org .
Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. 
at 11 a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 
or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org .

MONDAY
Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chrous - �-�pm @ University Lutheran 
church, 10�0 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.
LGBT AA meeting - �:�0 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.
Social Knit Night -  �nd Monday of each month. �:�0 - �:00 p.m., �1� S. 
Waverly Rd. 

TUESDAY
Grand River Connection - �th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 
class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com. 
Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at �:�0 p.m.
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus- Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 
Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at �10 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from �:�0-�:�0pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or vist the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

WEDNESDAY
Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - Every Wednesday at the Unity of 
Greater Lansing church, ��0 Marshall St.. For information call Paul or Phil 
at �1�-���-1���.
GLSEN Mid-Michigan - �:�0 p.m. �rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.
Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www.
suitsandthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization.
LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 
�-10 p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, �0�1 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

THURSDAY
LAHR Bowling - � p.m. for the summer, at Holiday Lanes on Grand River 
near Frandor. Look for us near lane �0. Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.
com
Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, �:�0 - �:�0 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building ���. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email:  spennyj@lcc.edu

FRIDAY
LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:�0 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com
LGBT AA meeting, �:�0 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

SATURDAY
LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. 4th Sat. each month – met at Denny’s 
Restaurant at 2701 East Grand River in East Lansing – close to Park Lake.  
Contact Bill ���-1�1� or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .
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“Selling the Homes People Love to Buy” 
Since 1978

James R. Pyle
Owner/Broker

James Ewing
Realtor

Brandon Sanders
Realtor

A Proud Advocate


