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Successful 
GLFSA Event 
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

MSU’s Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender 

Faculty, Staff and Graduate Student 
Association (GLFSA) presented a 
“Legally Gay” informational event at the 
MSU Auditorium in February.  The room 
was packed with over 30 people present 
and the information presented was useful, 
interesting and informative.

GLFSA’s Carrie Thorn moderated 
a panel of five experts, who spoke on 
the following topics:  estate planning, 
domestic partnerships, employment rights, 
sperm donor agreements, and second 
parent adoptions.  Doug Meeks, who spoke 
about the status of domestic partnerships 
in Michigan, commented that Michigan is 
one of five states nationally being targeted 
with funds to fight for LGBT rights.

Michael Shoudy, the speaker on 
employment rights, commented that 
federal Title VII does not include or protect 
based upon sexual orientation.  LAHR’s 
own Penny Gardner was the expert 
speaking for the Coalition for Adoption 
Rights Equality (CARE) and second parent 
adoption.  Another past LAHR Board 
member, Emily Horvath, was 
the expert speaker on estate 
planning.

Refreshments were also 
provided and there was time 
to meet and talk to those in 
attendance.  There was 
also time for many 
questions and answers.  
The event was not 
only educational, but 
fun as well.  Hopefully, 
GLFSA will continue these 
events in the future and you 
are encouraged to attend.

MSU LBGT Scholarships 
This is your source for current 

information on the three scholarships 
available specifically to students at 
Michigan State University who are 
committed to LBGT communities. You 
may also wish to visit the Office of 
Admissions scholarships page, which 
includes a link to the MSU Searchable 
Scholarship Database.

New deadlines and procedures!
All three scholarships have the same 

deadline and simplified application 
procedure! The application deadline 
for 2008 is Monday, March 10. The 
application information is later on this 
page, following the description of the three 
scholarships. Recipients will be notified by 
the end of March, 2008.

Pride Scholarship
The Pride Scholarship was founded in 

2000 by Bill Beachler, MSU Alumnus, 
and GLFSA, the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Faculty Staff and Graduate 
Student Association of Michigan State 
University. This is one of only a handful 
of such scholarships offered by U.S. 
universities.

Preference is given to an incoming, 
first year (or transfer) student, though all 
undergraduate students are encouraged 
to apply. In 2000, the scholarship 
awarded was $500; it has since grown to 
a minimum of $3,000 and further growth 
is expected. The award is given to an 
MSU undergraduate student selected 
through a competitive application process. 
Candidates should demonstrate academic 
achievement and involvement with, or 
contributions to, the gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender community.

 LBGT Students of Color 
Scholarship

The MSU Students of Color Scholarship 
was created in memory of Sakia Gunn, 
a 15 year old African-American lesbian, 
killed in a hate crime in Newark, New 
Jersey in May 2003. The scholarship was 
first awarded in 2005.

Women’s Center 
Expands

The Women’s Center of Greater Lansing 
is in the middle of a $22,000 renovation of 
a 2,000 square foot building on Michigan 
Avenue. 

The building is next the organization’s 
current 1710 Michigan Avenue location, 
and will include a computer lab as well as 
space for cooking classes and a professional 
clothing closet. 

The Women’s Center of Greater Lansing 
is a non-profit organization that helps 
women become economically sufficient and 
develop emotional and physical well being.

“The completion of this building has 
been a dream since we purchased the 
building in 2004,” says Women’s Center 
Co-Director Manuela Kress. “And with the 
help of so many individuals, businesses, 
foundations and organizations, we’ll now 
be able to offer services that local women in 
this area are desperately seeking.”

Local businesses, including the Allen 
Neighborhood Center, Liquid Web, 
NuUnion Credit Union and the Gillespie 
Company have donated money, supplies, or 
given grants to pay for the renovation.

“This is one of those things where it takes 
a village to raise a center,” says Women’s 
Center board member Leslie Charles.

Thanks to the Capital Gains electronic 
newsletter.
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Letter from the Prez
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Creating Change has consumed me these past two weeks and 
has been on my plate for the past 6 months.  This past weekend, 
February 6-10th  the 20th annual Creating Change conference 
for LGBT activists and allies was held in Detroit.  

It is about enlisting our straight allies that I wish to comment 
in this note to LAHR readers.  I was a part of the first family 
institute this Creating Change. An Institute is a full day 
educational experience.  The focus is making issues affecting 
our families as part of the LGBT political agenda.  I was 
there to talk about second parent adoption as the community 
organizer for CARE, the Coalition for Adoption Rights 
Equality here in Michigan. 

During the Institute I heard a presentation by Straight for 
Equality who talked about how our straight allies fit into the 
picture. They have been studying why, with a majority of the 
citizens of this country being supportive of LGBT families 
that it is often difficult to enlist our extended families, our 
neighbors, our colleagues in our efforts.

Through focus groups, surveys, conversations with potential 
straight allies they came up with reasons straight allies are 

reluctant to join in our campaigns.  Number one is that they are 
afraid that they will be perceived as Lesbian or gay.  This may 
make some of us get a chip on our shoulder and perhaps, write 
off these potential allies.  I would argue that we need to forgo 
the indulgence of that chip and meet the fear of our family and 
friends head on. Give them permission to say straight off when 
they are advocating for our freedom, “I am not gay/Lesbian, or 
what-ever, but my brother/sister/colleague is.”   

Which brings up a shocking finding of the Straight for 
Equality research.  Guess what is a very close second to being 
fearful of being perceived as gay/Lesbian as a barrier for our 
allies to overcome in joining us?  It is,  “No one has asked me!”   
Go figure.

There was lots more that I learned at Creating Change.  
Perhaps in future letters from the Prez, I’ll be inspired to tell 
you more!

Get out and ask, is my new motto!  
Sincerely,

Penny 

Patrick & Michael Krause
12 Years on March 9, 2008

The following people will be celebrating their Long Term Relationships (LTR):

The LAHR Long Term Relationship (LTR) group wants to promote the importance of a strong, committed relationship in the LGBT community.  If you have an anniversary 
for your relationship that you would like mentioned by the group, please email Greg at MILatino@aol.com .

Congratulations!
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Happy 
St. Patty’s Day!

This scholarship is awarded to MSU students who are active in 
addressing issues for students of color who are lesbian, bisexual, 
gay and/or transgender. Its purpose is to recognize individuals 
who help to end the stigma that racism and homophobia leave 
in all communities. A minimum of $1,000 will be awarded 
to a full-time undergraduate student. Selection criteria focus 
on the recipient’s contributions to LBGT and people of color 
communities, the recipient’s academic/career goals, and financial 
need. This scholarship was first awarded in 2005, to Tiffany Lane.

Stephen P. Pougnet and Christopher J. Green 
Endowed Scholarship

This scholarship, the current value of which is $3,600, is 
awarded to a currently enrolled student of junior or senior 
standing (preference is given to students enrolled in The Eli Broad 
College of Business at Michigan State University). Candidates 
must demonstrate academic excellence and involvement with or 
contributions to LGBT communities.

Stephen and Christopher decided to establish this scholarship 
because of their desire to help students in the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and/or transgender community at MSU and to inspire 
these students to have the confidence to succeed in their 
professional careers. Stephen Pougnet graduated from MSU 
with a BA in 1985 from the Eli Broad College of Business. He 
is currently a councilman for the City of Palm Springs, where he 
also develops and sells real estate. Christopher Green graduated 
from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro with a BA in 
Business Administration in 1982 and a BS in Nursing in 1985; he 
also received an MBA from the University of Colorado in 1998. 
He currently works in sales and marketing for AMGEN, Inc.

The application procedure is the same for all three of these 
scholarships. You may request to be considered for any or all of 
the scholarships with only one application. Please note that each 
scholarship is targeted at students with specific experiences.

Please submit materials by Monday, March 10, 2008 to: 
Scholarship, LBGT Resource Center, 302 Student Services, 
Michigan State University, East Lansing MI 48824-1113. You 
may submit your application materials by mail, email, or use our 
online form, if you prefer.

If you would like this information in printed form, you may 
download it in MS Word or PDF format.

Please submit the following information:
Your name (legal and preferred, if applicable) and contact 

information (and PID if you are an MSU student). 
An informal essay explaining why you are seeking one of these 

scholarships and your relevant experience in light of the above 
descriptions of the scholarships. You may mention, but need not 
prove, financial need. The essay should be 500 - 1,000 words in 
length; two to three pages. You may want to consider touching on 
these topics: 

Ways in which having this scholarship will help you to achieve 
your academic and life goals. 

Previous involvement with LBGT activities in school or in the 
broader community. 

Ways in which you consider yourself to be an activist or agent 
for social change. 

Involvement that includes multiple identities or oppressions, for 
example, LBGT communities and People of Color communities. 

Obstacles or challenges you have faced and overcome in 
relation to your LBGT involvement or activism. 

For which of the three scholarships you wish to be considered; 
any or all. 

No letters of recommendation or formal transcripts are required, 
but we strongly suggest you request and include at least one letter 
of recommendation. Please be aware that by submitting your 
application you are giving us permission to access your MSU 
academic records or admissions information. Remember that your 
application is not complete until we receive your essay!

Regardless of how you submit you materials, please be certain 
to give us a valid email address so we can acknowledge receipt 
and be in contact with you!. If you have any questions, please give 
us a call (517-353-9520) or send us an email: lbgtrc @ msu.edu 
(please use the word “scholarship” in the subject line).
LBGT Resource Center 
302 Student Services 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing MI 48824-1113

Scholarships continued

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. HELP US HELP YOU 
- REPORT HATE CRIMES AND 

DISCRIMINATION TO TRIANGLE.

Out. Helping You.

or visit www.tri.org
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When Your Sweetheart is 
not so Sweet
by Jillian Pastoor, LAHR Board Member 

Whether you choose to bask in the romantic 
glow of Valentines Day, or you simply feel 

burnt out by this red-hot holiday, like it or not, February is a 
month to reflect upon relationships. It is a time to celebrate our 
lover, our partner, our soul mate, and our friend. It also gives 
us a chance to examine our intimate relationships to determine 
whether they promote respect, honesty, trust, and support. Are we 
able to communicate, to negotiate, to share responsibility? How 
do we handle conflict? Is our relationship non-threatening and 
non-abusive? 

Intimate Partner Violence, also known as domestic violence is 
a serious issue in the LGBT community. Domestic violence is a 
pattern of assaultive behaviors that one person uses to gain and 
maintain power and control over another person in a relationship. 
It includes several types of abuse including physical, sexual, 
emotional, and psychological violence.

Abuse sometimes occurs as a cycle or pattern of behavior in 
which the abuser acts lovingly toward the victim, then tension 
builds and the abuse occurs followed by apology and promise 
of change, which cycles back to the beginning. However, it is 
important to remember that abuse is experienced in a variety of 
different ways and may not follow a set cycle or pattern. The 
purpose of the abuse is to maintain power over the partner and the 
relationship creating a controlled environment of isolation and 
fear.

Abusers use intimidation and threats to gain and maintain 
power and control. Abusers can use tactics to reinforce 
internalized homophobia or transphobia. They can threaten to 
out their partner or reveal their HIV status. Other tactics include 
using children, privilege, and financial status to control. Jealousy, 

violent behavior, sudden or extreme emotional attachment, or 
unrealistic expectations are indicators of an abusive relationship.  

Often under-reported, most experts agree that domestic 
violence occurs in LGBT relationships at rates comparable 
to heterosexual relationships. Many dynamics of power and 
control in LGBT relationships are similar to those that occur in 
heterosexual relationships, yet myths and misconceptions about 
intimate partner violence in the queer community prevail. This 
type of thinking is perpetuated within and outside the LGBT 
community and leads to a lack of support for the survivors of 
violent relationships.  

Barriers can exist for survivors of LGBT relationship violence. 
Survivors seeking services must decide whether to come out to 
crisis line workers, domestic violence advocates, counselors, 
support group attendees, shelter residents, and a multitude of other 
service providers. Actual or perceived social oppression and/or 
homophobia can make it difficult to talk to friends, family, co-
workers, and even the LGBT community when seeking support. 
There are few services dedicated solely to our community, but it is 
important to remember that services are available for survivors of 
violence regardless of gender or sexuality.

The National Coalition against Domestic and Sexual Violence 
operates a 24-hour crisis line, 1-800-799-SAFE (7233), where 
survivors can access local program information. The Michigan 
Coalition against Domestic and Sexual Violence, www.mcadsv.
org, provides a public resource center with a multitude of 
resources. The internet offers resources such as the survivor 
project, www.thesurvivorproject.org, dedicated to addressing 
the needs of intersex and trans survivors of violence. The Gay 
Men’s Domestic Violence Project, www.gmdvp.org, and the 
anti-violence project, www.avp.org, offer resources specifically 
for gay and lesbian survivors of violence. No one deserves to 
be abused nor do you have the right to abuse anyone. Help is 
available for survivors of violent relationships. 

332-3200
THE HOTLINE
Serving Lansing’s Lesbian, Gay, Bi & Trans Community

Outside of Lansing Call Toll Free: 
1-866-645-LAHR

M-F 7-10 p.m. & Sunday 2-5 p.m.

Our Families 
by Mary Boudreau

Be “Out There”
As Spring approaches, my family is 

anticipating many transitions.  Three of us 
(including me) will graduate in the spring, 
and we are busily looking at colleges, 

scholarships, and job options.  I look around at many of the 
parents who I have known through our kids for many years, and 
I realize that we may not see each other much in the future.  Our 
past history of sitting in cold bleachers or in concession stands 
brought us together, and now those connections will be lost. 

It’s been touching to talk with them about their relationship 
to our family.  One parent, who belongs to a very conservative 
church, told us with tears in her eyes how she was approached to 
vote against gay marriage, and was angry that they were trying to 
harm us.  She was impressed by our dedication to our children, 
and her opinion of gay people had changed because of it.

Never doubt the power of just being “out there.” 
I’ve made the argument many times that the best way for us 

to win the battle for equality is to get our butts in the pews on 
Sunday mornings (or on Friday or Saturday, depending on your 

religious preference).  Of course, things may not ever be perfect in 
those settings, but our presence and our talents will change hearts.  
“Amen” 

I’m looking forward to spending time visiting my children 
in college (although I had no idea how bad a boy’s dorm room 
smelled until our son Paul lived in one!) and to seeing their 
successes.  This time is also full of new challenges, such as the 
shark-like debt promoters, playing on young adults’ desires for 
stuff.  It’s sad our country is sucked into this debt mire, and that 
young people can be so ensnared.  Ah, another opportunity for 
revolution--my French ancestors would be proud! 



�March 2008

g
ra

b
b

in
g

p
unching

k ick ing
PHY SICA L

V I O LE N C E
SEX UA L

bitin
g

tw
ist

in
g

ar
m

s
tr

ip
p

in
g

ch
o

k
in

g
p

u
lli

n
g

hair

sla
ppin

g
PHY SICAL V IOLE N CE

SEXUAL
pushing

shoving
h

ittin
g

�

� �

� 

�

� 

� �

�

�

� 

�

� 

�

� �

�

�

�

�

�

� 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� 

�

�

�

�

�

� � � 

�

�



� Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News

Pastor Paul
by Paul S. Downie

A Christian’s 
Perspective on 
Homosexuality
Chapter 1

      The radical 
Christian Right is a 

powerful political lobby which vilifies, and 
seeks to destroy civil liberties of Lesbian / 
Gay / Bisexual / Transgender persons.  But 
not all conservative Christians are mean-
spirited toward LGBT persons.  Bill 
Moyers Journal on WKAR February 8 
interviewed Rev. Samuel Rodriguez, 
a nationally prominent born-again 
Pentecostal Christian.  An Hispanic 
Evangelical, Pastor Rodriguiz explicitly 
supported LGBT aspirations, and he 
vigorously affirmed American religious  pl
uralism.   But much of the Christian Right 
trumpets anti-gay propaganda, alleging 
the Bible and 2,000 years of Christian 
Tradition prove God hates homosexuality 
as an abomination, and that this is THE 
Christian view.  

     To straight or gay persons troubled 
by this, my series of 5 chapters is 
directed.  I write as a Christian, since the 
major attack on LGBT persons is by the 
Christian right.  Scriptural interpretations 
by Christians range from liberal to 
conservative, to fundamentalist.  My views 
may oppose other views on abortion, war, 
female clergy, polygamy, homosexuality, 
etc..  “O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM, O 
Great Mystery!”  The profound Mystery 
of God, Creation, and humanity elicits 
differing views.  “Now, we see in a mirror, 
dimly” (1 Cor. 13), in an imperfect Church 
on Earth.  So views differ, all participate in 
some heresy, and we must live with this! 
CHAPTER 1:  THE OLD TESTAMENT 
SODOM, GIBEAH, and 
EZEKIEL.  Genesis 19 says two angels 
disguised as men visit Lot.  All the men 
of Sodom demand to “know” them (i.e., 
presumably to have sex).  Judges 19 tells 
a similar story:  an old man in Gibeah 
shelters a wayfarer and his party; all 
the men of the city demand to have sex 
with the young man.  In each story the 
host urges the men not to do this evil 
thing, because their intended male rape 
victim(s) are under the shelter of his 

roof.  Hospitality is a sacred mandate in 
the Bible.  So, in Sodom Lot offers his two 
virgin daughters to be gang-raped instead; 
and in Gibeah the old man offers his virgin 
daughter and his guest concubine to be 
gang-raped.  Males owned females, so 
a father could do this, or could sell his 
daughter as a slave if he wished.  In Sodom 
the evil men are foiled; in Gibeah the men 
rape the concubine until she dies.  Gibeah 
fails to condemn heterosexuality.  How can 
Sodom condemn homosexuality?  Brutal 
sexual violence violates the sacred 
mandate of hospitality, and is present in 
both Sodom and Gibeah.  Rape expresses 
hatred and destructive power over the 
victim, not sexual lust.  Raping men to 
humiliate and degrade them was not 
uncommon either then, or in our prisons 
today.  Is a monogamous homosexual 
couple to be compared with gang-rapists? 
          In the earliest biblical interpretation 
of Sodom the prophet Ezekiel (16:49-50) 
writes:  “This was the guilt of your sister 
Sodom:  she and her daughters had pride, 
excess of food, and prosperous ease, but 
did not aid the poor and needy.  They 
were haughty, and did abominable 
things...”   Attempted gang-rape surely 

Welcome Home!

706-2518

332-5100

James D. Noble
REALTOR®

jamesdnoble@briarwoodrealty.com
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is an abominable thing. LEVITICUS.  In 
the Torah  “Holiness Code” (Leviticus 
17-26) what is “unclean” violates the 
purity separating Israel from other peoples, 
and is condemned as “abomination” or 
“detestable.”  This includes eating pork 
or shellfish, mixing fibers in a fabric 
(e.g., cotton and wool), leprosy, any 
non-procreative sex, and many other 
tphings.  But when leprosy covers the 

entire body, one is clean!   “ You shall not 
lie with a male as with a woman; it is an 
abomination.” (18:19).   For this offense 
death is mandated (20:13),  and 4 verses 
earlier requires that all who curse father or 
mother shall be put to death.    Also (Lev. 
21:17):  “No one who has a blemish shall 
draw near, one who is blind or lame, or 
one who has a  mutilated face or a limb 
too long, or one who has a broken foot 

or a broken hand, or a hunchback, or a 
dwarf, or a man with a blemish in his eyes 
or an itching disease or scabs or crushed 
testicles.  No descendant of Aaron the 
priest who has a blemish shall come near 
to offer the LORD’S offerings, ...since he 
has a blemish.”    
          How do Christians sort out what 
is and is not binding on us today in 
Leviticus?  Several blemishes would 

Smart Money
Steal From 
the Taxman!
by Brian Winters, 
AAMS, Financial 
Planner

Want to put the 
screws to the IRS? 
Here’s how.

The IRS doesn’t recognize domestic 
partners. This is discrimination, period.  
Nothing short of unequivocal recognition 
of domestic partnerships is acceptable.  
Since recognition isn’t the case, you can 
make the government pay with this tax 
trick.

The IRS defines “related party” as 
brothers, sisters, half-brothers/sisters, 
spouse, parents, grandparents, children and 
grandchildren in Publication 550.  Notice 
what’s missing.  Domestic partner.  Now 
let’s turn the tax code’s prejudice against 
itself.

The stock market is down recently, 
leaving many investors with unrealized 

losses. Unrealized losses occur when you 
haven’t sold an investment but would lose 
money if you did.

If you bought $10,000 of XYZ stock a 
year ago and it’s now worth $4,000, you 
have a $6,000 unrealized investment loss.  
If you sold today, you would realize an 
actual loss of $6,000.

In a regular taxable investment 
account (not a retirement account) holding 
the above investment, here’s what to do.  
Sell XYZ stock and realize your $6,000 
loss.  Fully $3,000 of the loss is deductible 
this year, and the other $3,000 of the 
loss carries forward to next year’s return 
because the IRS allows up to $3,000 of 
investment losses to be deducted each year.

Assuming you don’t have any realized 
investment gains for this or next year, that 
$3,000  deductible loss each year offsets 
tax on $3,000 of income each year.  If 
you’re in the 28% tax bracket, that saves 
$1,680 in taxes over two years!

But what about your investment? Here’s 
the trick. Your partner opens a Roth IRA, 
deposits $4,000 of their own money, and 
repurchases XYZ stock for the same or a 
similar price to what you sold it for.  Your 

partner must use their own money to do 
this, not funds you give them.

In effect it’s like the XYZ stock shares 
were never sold, but you get a free $1,680 
tax break.  Better yet, since the XYZ stock 
is now in a Roth IRA, your partner will pay 
zero taxes on the gains when withdrawn at 
retirement.  Since this strategy would be 
disallowed if your partner was a “related 
party,” employing it is literally making the 
government pay for its policy of inequality.

This has been a simplistic overview of 
a complex strategy.  Feel free to e-mail 
if you have questions. This strategy may 
present gift tax and asset-ownership 
obstacles. A tax/estate planning attorney 
can tell you specifics.

As always, please send your financial 
questions to brian@7advice.com .

Brian Winters is President and 
Financial Planner at Guardian Financial 
Planning, LLC, an independent Registered 
Investment Advisory firm serving the 
planning and investment needs of the 
LGBT community throughout Lansing, 
Jackson and Ann Arbor. He can be reached 
at brian@7advice.com .

(continued on page 8)
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bar me as a priest now, but I believe I 
am not barred.  Most Christians reject 
much of “clean’ and “unclean.”  So did 
Jesus and Paul.  The Ten Commandments 
condemn “adultery” (sexual infidelity in 
marriage), but are silent as to other sexual 
issues.  Christians on either side of LGBT 
issues MUST look at the Old Testament 
through the Christ-Lens as seen in the New 
Testament.  To this we turn in Chapter 2, 
next month. 
---------------------------------------- 
The Rev. Paul S. Downie is active as 
an Episcopal Church priest of 48 years, 
taught 30 years at Lansing Community 
College until his retirement May 2005, and 
received the LAHR Prism Award as Ally 
of the Year for 2000.  E-mail:  pastorpaul@
voyager.net.   Phone:  (517) 332-2326 
(until 9:30 pm)

Copyright 2008 by:  Paul S. Downie, 
Trustee or any successor Trustee of the 
PAUL S. DOWNIE LIVING TRUST dated 
March 4, 1983, as amended.  All rights 
reserved.  Scripture quotations herein are 
from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division 
of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A.  Used by permission.  All rights 
reserved.

Pastor Paul Continued

LGBT 
Community 
Coalition
by Nancy English

Some folks never 
give up no matter 
how difficult the 

task. Robert Van Kirk, Debbie Harding and 
other members of the LGBT Community 
Coalition (LGBTCCM) are among 
those people who keep pushing on when 
everything is going wrong and everyone 
tells them that it can’t be done. It is the 
LGBTCCM who provided the greater 
Lansing community with the very first 
LGBT prom in June of 2007. Now they are 
hard at work on this year’s prom and they 
could use your help.

It was December of 2006 when Robert 
and a friend met for coffee and talked 
about how the Lansing area should have a 
gay prom. Soon after that the LGBTCCM 
was founded and the group began working. 
They contacted most of the Gay/Straight 
Alliances in this area, brought them all 
together and started planning. As soon 
as some things came together, they fell 
apart; problems with Ticketmaster, lots 
of problems with the prom’s venue, the 
Lansing Center and constant words of 
discouragement from the community. In 
spite of this and with some big help from 
Ken Pace, the prom went on as scheduled 
at the Lansing Center on June 16, 2007.

Now LGBTCCM is hard at work on this 
year’s prom. They meet at 11 a.m. every 
Sunday at Gone Wired Café’ to work out 
the details (everyone is welcome). The 
2008 LGBT Prom will take place at the 
Grand Ledge Opera House on Saturday, 
May 24th from 7:30 p.m. until Midnight. 
Tickets are only $18.00 and everyone is 
welcome although the targeted age for 
the prom is 15 to 25. This year’s theme 
is, “The Mad Hatter’s Ball” from Alice in 
Wonderland. 

Since producing any event is never easy, 
once again there are issues to overcome 
– like funding. Some of last year’s donors 
have backed out this year so there is 
a desperate need for money. Any size 
contribution is welcome. Remember, 
almost all of the members of LGBTCCM 
are high school or college students so 
they can’t put up the money themselves. 

The group also needs a space to work 
on the decorations. If you have a garage, 
basement or some type of space that the 
LGBTCCM could use to work on the 
decorations (and leave there until the 
prom) that would be extremely helpful. 
The group has a website but really needs 
a person with website skills to keep it 
updated and they could use a few folks to 
volunteer at the prom. 

When I graduated from Arthur Hill 
High School in 1972 I could never have  
imagined that some day, some where, 
some group would put together a prom 
for gay and lesbian high school students. 
Now there are groups all over the country 
working hard to provide this opportunity 
for LGBT kids. We are very fortunate that 
people in the Lansing community have 
stepped up to do the same here. 

If you would like to make a donation 
for the prom, provide a space for the 
decoration committee, help with the 
website or volunteer you can call Debbie 
Harding at: 517-694-5344 or Robert Van 
Kirk at: 517-290-5483 or e-mail: lgbtccm.
admin@gmail.com LGBTCCM is also 
inviting organizations to the prom; if 
you would like to staff a table with your 
group’s information just contact Debbie or 
Robert. There is no charge for this service 
so if your group decides it wants a table 
at The Mad Hatter’s Ball, you might want 
to consider donating a typical booth fee 
to LGBTCCM. For folks who decide to 
become sponsors, your organization will 
be listed along with the web-link on the 
LGBTCCM website. 

The folks at the LGBTCCM work very 
hard to provide a prom where everyone is 
welcome and no one is left out. Those of 
us in the LGBT community and our allies 
should support them – if we don’t help out 
our LGBT youth, who will?

Together in Faith
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Frozen Food Day                
                               is March 

30, 2008!

A Matter of Law 
by Pam Sisson, 
Attorney & Mediator

Owning a 
Home in an 
Uncertain 
Market
Part 2

Sometimes I feel like a motherless child
A long, long way from my home 

-  Spiritual
One more note on foreclosure.  One 

reason we have so many foreclosures 
right now is because banks and mortgage 
companies sometimes overvalue a 
house and then make loans based on that 
exaggerated value.  Then, even in a good 
market, you might owe more than you can 
sell the house for.  This would mean that 
you would owe money when you sell the 
house, instead of receiving money.  Some 
people cannot come up with sufficient funds 
to pay the difference at closing.  Add to that 
a serious slump in the real estate market, 
and many houses are going into foreclosure.  

Of course, even houses that are not 
overvalued are sometimes going into 
foreclosure for other reasons.  The owners 
need to move into a new home before they 
can sell the first one, and they cannot afford 
both payments.  An owner has been laid 
off and cannot keep up with the mortgage 
payment (see Part 1 of this article).  This 

brings up the next topic which is How to 
Sell Your House When You Can’t Sell Your 
House.  More and more people are selling 
their homes themselves (for sale by owner, 
FSBO, pronounced “fisbo”) using the 
internet or other resources.  This may work 
out well if you have plenty of time, you 
don’t mind doing your own showings, and 
you have an attorney to help you through 
the process.  

When a realtor helps you sell a house, she 
has access to the multiple listing, which is 
a tremendous resource.  When your house 
is “listed” it can be viewed on the internet 
in a standard format with all of the usual 
details, described in the best possible light, 
with good photographs.  Consequently, 
it may move (read “sell”) sooner, even if 
the price is higher because of the realtor’s 
commission (usually about 6% of the sales 
price).  A good realtor also has negotiating 
skills, contacts, name recognition and 
knowledge that may help sell your house 
more quickly.  So, sometimes, you might 
get the same amount at closing that you 
might have received from selling the 
house yourself, even if you are paying the 
commission.  Of course, there are alot of 
variables in those last few sentences, but a 
good realtor brings valuable knowledge to 
the table and is worth the commission.  I 
would, however, limit the listing agreement 
to 90 days, or 6 months at the most, to allow 
you the flexibility to change the terms of 
sale or change realtors.   (More on FSBO 
and auctions in the next article.).

Good News for the Band
from Phil and Paul

The Great Lakes Pride Band is pleased 
to announce that one of our generous new 
donors, Belen’s Flowers 515 W. Ionia 
Street, Lansing  48933, has said they 
would purchase Band T-Shirts this year for 
the Pride/Band events. 
This is a very generous donation and the 
Band suggests that you please patronize 
Belen’s Flowers Downtown Lansing, MI 
for all your Floral needs.  Belen’s is very 
gay/lesbian friendly.  

Check out their website www.
belensflowers.com  or  call Lin and her 
staff at 517-372-5610 or Toll free at 1-866-
376-5610

Belen’s Flowers, A Lansing Tradition for 
65 years!!!!!! 
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Lansing Area AIDS Network
Care Coordination
Since 1986, LAAN’s care coordinators have worked with over 

450 HIV+ men, woman and children assisting in planning for 
needed services and acting as a central point of access for care 
and support services in the community. LAAN offers emergency 
assistance with mortgage and rent payments; utility bills; 
medical/dental costs; child care expenses; food and nutritional 
supplements; transportation; and coordinates with other 
community service providers.

Volunteer Programs
Many volunteer opportunities are available at LAAN including 

the Buddy Program, which links trained volunteers who 
provide practical and emotional support, social integration and 
friendship to persons living with HIV/AIDS. Volunteers are also 
needed for general office support, special events, staffing for 
LAAN’s food pantry program and help with transportation for 
clients.

Support Groups
Current LAAN support groups include:
HIV+ Men’s Group
Positively Aware Series

Anonymous Counseling  
& Testing Schedule
Listening Ear (East Lansing) 

313 West Grand River 
Thursday from 6-9 PM 

Appointment Only

Young’s Landing (Old Town) 
Greater Lansing African American Health 

511 East Grand River 
Wednesday from 6-9 PM 

Walk-In

LAAN Main Office 
913 West Holmes, Suite 115 

First and Third Thursday of Every Month from 3-9 PM 
Appointment Only 

Serving the HIV affected community since 1985. 

For more information about the LAAN, visit them online at: www.laanonline.org 

913 West Holmes, Suite 115, Lansing, MI 48910 - (517)394-3560 - (517)394-1298 FAX - laancontact@lansingareaaidsnetwork.org

HIV Prevention Programs
Prevention outreach and risk reduction is provided through 

presentations to community groups, schools, treatment centers, 
shelters, churches, and universities. LAAN utilizes trained 
volunteers to assist with promoting LAAN services and community 
resources throughout the region.

HIV+ Womens Group
Client Education Workshops

Reading 
Group Ends
by Brian Mavis

The LAHR Reading Group started in 
March 2001.  Almost seven years and 81 
books later, the group has decided to move 
on.  At the last meeting on Sunday, we 
reviewed the list of books that we have 
read and picked our favorites.  They are, in 
no particular order:

The Man Who Fell in Love with the 
Moon by Tom Spanbauer
The Hours by Michael Cunningham
A Home at the End of the World by 
Michael Cunningham
The Egyptologist by Arthur Phillips
 Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides
The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 
and Clay by Michael Chabon
 Mysteries of Pittsburgh by Michael 
Chabon
 Last Report on the Miracles of Litt! le 
No Ho rse by Louise Erdrich
Trans-Sister Radio by Chris Bojhalian
Running with Scissors by Augusten 
Burroughs
Affinity by Sarah Waters

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

Oranges are Not the Only Fruit by 
Jeanette Winterson
Written on the Body by Jeanette 
Winterson
War Against the Animals by Paul 
Russell.
In closing, one thing that we all agreed 

upon was that it was much easier to find 
titles of interest to GLBT readers in the 
past few years than it was at the beginning.  
In part, this is because these books are 
more readily available in local books 
stores.  But there are also more writers 
than ever before.
For those who are interested, the complete 
list of books that we have read is available.  
They represent a wide variety of genres 
and interests... there is something for just 
about everyone.   
Enjoy! 
Publisher’s Note:  I received a copy of the 
following message from Penny Gardner, 
LAHR President:  “Brian, what a superb 
job, as always, you have done with this 
LAHR project. Thank you very much for 
providing us a useful and pleasurable list 
of the group’s activities over the years.  My 
best to you and the others who have been 
in the reading group.”

•

•

•

Old Town Lansing Café
Mama Bear’s Café and organic food 

restaurant in Old Town opened in August 
2007, but its unique atmosphere, healthy 
food and enticing pastries are already 
attracting people from all over the region.  
“I was kind of surprised by how many 
families and students from East Lansing 
and Okemos came in,” says Mama Bear’s 
co-owner Cecilia Garcia.

Garcia chose the 1224 Turner St Old 
Town location because it’s close enough 
to her house that she can walk to work. 
Support from the Old Town Commercial 
Association and her Old Town business 
neighbors also prompted her to take up the 
2,300 square foot space.

Mama Bear’s is very much a part of the 
Old Town community. Last month Mama 
Bear staffers took classes at Old Town 
Hilltop and Old Town Pilate’s to get in 
shape and support local businesses. New, 
healthy organic recipes designed by Mama 
Bear’s employees will also be added to the 
menu.

Thanks to the Capital Gains electronic 
newsletter.
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Tom “T.J.” Thias
New & Used Car & Truck Sales
Tom’s Desk (517) 622-6081 or

Cell (517) 749-0532
bestpriceticer@aol.com

West on Saginaw Hwy. 

Just west of the Lansing Mall

5895 E. Saginaw, Grand Ledge

Over 1500 Cars & Trucks!
Open Every Day

1-800-SUNDANCE
WWW.SUNDANCECHEVY.COM

Congratulations Between The Lines
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The weekly publication, Between The Lines, which contains 
LGBT news, issues, and information and is distributed throughout 
Michigan, will celebrate their 15 year anniversary in April.  
Recently, both the Detroit News and the Detroit Free Press 
published articles about this upcoming event.  LAHR and The 
LGBT News would like to congratulate Susan Horowitz and Jan 
Stevenson, co-owners and publishers of this excellent newspaper.

Between The Lines is the oldest publication of its kind in 

Michigan.  The paper has grown to a weekly circulation of about 
20,000.  Susan and Jan were both serving on the Board of the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force before they purchased the 
paper.  Before they met, Susan ran a small printing company in 
New York City and Jan was a corporate banker.

Between The Lines employs 13 full-time workers and about 
two dozen freelancers.  Their office is in Livonia.  The paper 
is distributed free; however, about 200 people pay for home 
delivery.  The paper is distributed at more than 600 places 
across the state.  The greater Lansing area is grateful to have this 
excellent newspaper distributed here.

Save the Date
Michigan Pride will 
take place on June 

27, 28, and 29, 2008

Concerts Reminder
Sistrum is preparing for the 22nd Annual Spring Event on May 

16th & 17th.  There will be a Silent Auction at 7:00 p.m.  and 
the Concert 8:00 at p.m.  The concert will be at the Molly Grove 
Chapel in the First Presbyterian Church in downtown Lansing, 
510 West Ottawa Street, Lansing 48933.  Tickets:  By sliding-
scale $10-25 (more if you can, less if you can’t).  Kids are free.  
Wheelchair accessible.  ASL interpreted.  Childcare available. 

The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus (GLGMC) is preparing 
for its 20th anniversary concert “From Retro to Metro:  Featuring 
that 80’s Show.”  It will consist of a tribute to one of the best eras 
in music:  the 1980’s.  The show will include singing, dancing, 
and perhaps a few other surprises.  The performance will be June 
13th and 14th at Lansing Community College’s Dart Auditorium.  
You may contact the chorus by email at  info@glgmc.org  or visit 
the their web site at  www.glgmc.org .  Mark your calendars now 
to attend the 20th anniversary concert!!
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by Bill Castellani

Here is what the Human 
Rights Campaign is 
Soing for You Around the 
Country

HRC worked with Equality New Mexico 
to hold a press conference at the State Capitol 

demonstrating the widespread support for the Domestic Partner 
Rights and Responsibilities Act. Speakers included Rep. Mimi 
Stewart, the bill’s sponsor, and Brian Taylor, an Episcopal priest 
in Albuquerque .The bill is still awaiting a hearing in front of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee.   

There’s more positive news out of Oregon . Last week, the U.S. 
District Court in Portland lifted an injunction that prohibited a 
recently passed domestic partnership law from going into effect. 
Although it was supposed to go into effect on January 1, it had 
been held up because of a case regarding whether signatures on 
a petition to place the new law on the November 2008 ballot 
were inappropriately disqualified.  Same-sex couples in Oregon 
can immediately begin to register and receive the same rights as 
heterosexual couples under Oregon law.  

Last Tuesday in the San Francisco Bay Area, HRC partnered 
with Out & Equal to bring together experts on GLBT workplace 
issues to share best practices with professionals and allies. Hosted 
by Electronic Arts, the panel was a huge success, attracting over 
150 participants from companies around the region. Roland 
Paanaker, CIO of Nike, gave a presentation on how his company 
successfully implemented GLBT inclusive policies.   

President Bush released his proposed budget this week, and it 
falls far short of providing those on the front lines of the HIV/
AIDS epidemic with the resources they need. In light of the 
continued underfunding of HIV/AIDS programs by the Bush 
Administration, HRC will call on Congress to fight back and 
provide adequate funding that meets the challenges of today’s 
epidemic. 

 Recently there was a National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day, the goal of which is to motivate African Americans to get 
tested, to be educated about the transmission modes of HIV/
AIDS, and to get involved in HIV/AIDS prevention.  Research 
shows startling increases in HIV/AIDS cases in the African 
American community.  Just two and a half years ago, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention reported that 46 percent of 
African American men who have sex with men in five major U.S. 

cities are already HIV-positive.   
HRC President Joe Solmonese appeared on the Colbert Report 

for the new segment “Better Know a Lobbyist.”  It was great time 
bantering with Stephen about the movement for GLBT equality. 
Very fun!  It aired on two consecutive evenings, but if you missed 
it, you can watch the clips at www.hrcbackstory.org/2008/02/
joe-solmonese-o.html and www.hrcbackstory.org/2008/02/joe-
solmonese-1.html. 

In pain?
Curious what 
Chiropractic 
can do for you?

We specialize in:
• Headaches
• Womenʼs Health
• Back Pain
• Sports Injuries

with this coupon
*New Patients Only

517.316.1277
1770 East Grand River • East Lansing, MI 48823

www.backbonechiro.com • doctorb@backbonechiro.com

Our Washington and HRC Connection

SUZY GRACE, CPE

517-332-0258
Call for free consultation

@Kevena V’s Day Salon
4964 Northwind Drive
East Lansing, MI 48823

Only electrolysis is permanent.

East Lansing’s Biggby Coffee Makes 
Magazine’s Top 500 List

Entrepreneur magazine listed East Lansing’s  Biggby Coffee 
on its annual Franchise 500 list, ranking Biggby Coffee 225th of 
the 500 listed companies.  Biggby’s ranking rose 34 points from 
last year’s spot. Entrepreneur magazine chooses companies based 
on financial strength and stability, growth rate and system size.  
“The essence of it really is that it’s a heck of a business model and 
our operators are doing a great job,” says Biggby president Mike 
McFall about the listing.

Biggby’s first location opened on Michigan Avenue in East 
Lansing in 1995. At the time, Biggby was known as Beaners.  In 
1998, Biggby owners decided to start franchising the company.  
Now they have 86 stores with 70 more under contract.  By the end 
of the year Biggby will be in 11 states.

Thanks to the Capital Gains electronic newsletter.
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Gary L. Hicks
attorney at law

A general practice proudly serving the Mid-

Michigan GLBT community with over a 

quarter century of legal experience.

517-525-1732

reasonable rates
free consultation

wills

trusts

traffic

criminal

business law

powers of attorney

estate planning for 
our families

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Take Two Thousand Old and New Friends. 
Add Four National Comedians.  

What Do You Have? 
A Night of Swashbuckling Comedy!  

Announcing
the 12th Annual 

Michigan Lesbian and Gay 
ComedyFest! 

Join us on Saturday, March 8 at Dearborn’s Ford Community & Performing Arts 
Center as we welcome Vicki Shaw, Richard Ryder, Roxanna Ward and Dana Austin 

to the stage for an ever-so-gay night of comedy. 
Tickets are only $30 in advance or $35 at the door (if available).

Shows are at 6 & 9:30 p.m., and tickets are going fast. Get yours today!
Purchase in advance at: 

Online: www.comedyfest.org
In Person at: Just4Us Bookstore in Ferndale, Five15 in Royal Oak, or Common 

Language Book Bar in Ann Arbor. 
Or, order by phone: 313-537-7000

Coming from out of town? Our host hotel is the Doubletree 
Hotel in Dearborn and they’re offering a special $99 rate on 

March 7 & 8 just for you. Call 313-336-3340.  
 

This is a fully-accessible event. An ASL interpreter will be present. 
We offer early seating for people with disabilities. 
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Visit us at:
2019 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912

or call us at: (517) 346-9900
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Everybody Reads exists to empower the underrepresented  
individuals and families in the tri-county area through a 

comprehensive community bookstore and 
neighborhood resource center.

Major Newsletter 
Change Coming

by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

This March 
newsletter may be the 
last newsletter using 
the existing format 
and mailing method.  
The April newsletter 

should be the same 16 pages; however, 
the back page will be blank to serve the 
purpose of the mailing envelope.  The 
newsletter that is mailed will be folded, 
with the label on one side and the back side 
blank.  In addition, the paper weight will 
be lighter.  These changes are being made 
to reduce mailing costs due to postal rate 
changes a few months ago.

LAHR will be using the same mailing 
method used by LAAN and many other 
organizations.  There will not be much 
change to the format and content of the 
newsletter; however, the content will be 15 
pages rather than the existing 16.  If you 
have a question or concern, please call me 
or email at 517-337-1419 or beachlerb@
sbcglobal.net .

MSU LBGT Resource 
Center Scholarships 
Information
by Michelle Nickerson

 The Michigan State University Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Gay, and Transgender Resource 
Center provides services and resources 
to LBGT individuals on campus, in the 
greater Lansing area, and throughout the 
state. One of those resources is scholarship 
opportunities for current MSU students, 
as well as incoming high school seniors, 
including the Pride Scholarship, LBGT 
Student of Color Scholarship, and Stephen 
P. Pougnet and Chris tophe r J. Green 
Endowed Scholarship. 

Look What Will Happen 
in Old Town
Part II

(Publisher’s Note:  The following 
story is from Capital Gains about the 
recent grant Old Town won in national 
competition.  LAHR and the members of 
the LAHR List Serve planned a key role 
in the competition by posting notices and 
casting votes for Old Town.  In the Jan. 
issue of The LGBT News was Part I of this 
continuing story) 
Old Town has had several IKEA visitors, 
but easily the most anticipated was Mats 
Nilsson, the Swedish-born creative 
director of IKEA US. He came to town in 
October, visiting each of the ten businesses 
— some several times — gathering ideas, 
listening, and sharing his own thoughts. 
Mats has been with Ikea for 26 years.  
According to Raymond Simanavicius, the 
IKEA project manager for the Old Town 

More information is available at our 
website: http://lbgtrc. msu.edu/scholars 
hips.htm. Please contact us at lbgtrc@msu.
edu if you need any other information or 
call 353-9520.

project, “Mats is sort of our trend person, 
keeping all of us up date here in the 
United States as to what directions home 
furnishings and interiors are going in.” 
Mats returned in late November, with 
a video crew.  Mats sat down at each 
business and explained his thinking and 
ideas, and brought out photos he had 
taken earlier of key spaces with cutout 
items from the broad IKEA line — items, 
as IKEA would say, that would create “a 
better life at work.”

Such Video
Such Video’s office space was always 

cool, but co-owners David Such and Karen 
Stefle will tell you it has also always been 
a mishmash.  “When you’re starting a 
business, you don’t always have time or 
money to invest in doing it right,” says 
David. “We needed something like this to 
make it a priority.”

According to Stefle, co-owner of Such 
Video, which also produced the Old Town 
video for the contest, “It was clear Mats 
really listened to the things that were 
important to us and found the areas that 
IKEA could make the biggest difference.” 
Before Mats’ visit, Karen says she actually 
had butterflies: “Like it was Christmas!” 
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INCOME TAX PREPARATION
GRANT AND ASSOCIATES, LLC

(517) 484-8228

Terry Grant and Jeanne Harrington, E.A..

We prepare all individual 1040 returns,

 from the simple to the complex.

Our specialties include significant other issues, rentals,

investments and small businesses. 

We e-file all tax returns at no additional charge.

Two tax preparers available year round with 53 years

combined tax experience. 

Give us a call and let us help you

make tax time more fun!

she says.
The makeovers at Such will include 

a project to finish the new “Adrenaline 
Suite” of editor Todd Smelser. Todd logged 
long hours in Los Angeles before moving 
back home to Michigan earlier this year 
with his wife and kids. “It was time the 
kids got to meet their daddy,” he says. 

What won’t change with the IKEA 
makeover are the posters of the Tom Hanks 
movies Todd worked on, signed by Hanks 
himself.

Elderly Instruments
Old Town was a unique opportunity 

— kind of a puzzle, says Mats, whose 
first stop in November was Elderly 
Instruments. Certainly an elderly building, 
it’s one that is quite unique, with beautiful 
stringed instruments of all kinds on 
display, but an old structure, nonetheless 
— built as the Old Fellows Hall in 1914.

“We’re still filled with odd fellows,” 
laughs Jerry Spencer, Elderly operations 
manager.

“Mats was challenged by this place at 
first,” says Jerry. “He didn’t know quite 
where to go for awhile, but then he figured 
it out.” Jerry pointed to one of the main 
things Elderly wanted:  a redo of the front 
entranceway. It is a bit on the rickety side, 

like an old instrument, much out of tune.
Mats pulled a bunny out of his hat, 

suggesting “lots of paint solutions — 
painting the tin ceiling silver, for example, 
with a darker blue on the side walls, trying 
to make it a little more elegant,” says Jerry. 

“All in all, we’ll be more welcoming, 
more comfortable.”

332-3200

Serving Lansing’s Lesbian,  
Gay, Bi & Trans Community

Outside of Lansing Call Toll Free:  1-866-645-LAHR
M-F 7-10 p.m. & Sunday 2-5 p.m.
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Calendar of Events!

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ____________________________________________________________________

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 1�0�1, Lansing, MI ���01

or call (�1�) ���-���� or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

 

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�1� or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted  
in electronic format, 

preferably in PDF or EPS format

Pay for 6 months in advance  
and get one month free! 

Join LAHR Today 
and Get a 

Free T-Shirt!

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support 
 its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

 q $15.00   Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to 
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $20.00   Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $40.00   Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household 
and a tax deduction.
 q $50.00   Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining 
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting 
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
 q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level 
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights for 
up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt.  Renewing members who donate at 
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through civil rights activities, 
communications, education, social events and supportive services.”  

SUNDAY
Dignity - 11:�0 a.m. mass �nd Sunday of each month. Saint John 
Student Parish, E. Lansing.
P-FLAG Lansing - �-� p.m. �rd Sunday of each month Presbyterian 
church in Okemos.
Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service 
- 1�01 Windsor St., Lansing, ���0�.   Contact (�1�) ���-�0�0 for 
information.
All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, �00 Abbott, East Lansing.
Edgewood United Chuch of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday 
Service 10am, ��� N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
�:1�am & 11:1�am, ��� Grove, East Lansing

MONDAY
LGBT AA meeting - �:�0 p.m., University Lutheran Church,  
South Harrison, in East Lansing.
Social Knit Night -  �nd Monday of each month. �:�0 - �:00 p.m., �1� 
S. Waverly Rd. 

TUESDAY
Grand River Connection - Fourth Tuesday casual group 
for the “creative class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.
grandriverconnection.com. 
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus- Weekley rehearsals are at the 
Molly Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at �10 W. Ottawa 
St. in downtown Lansing from � to �pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or 
vist the website at www.glgmc.org.

WEDNESDAY
Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - �:�0 p.m. at Everybody Reads 
bookstore on East Michigan Ave. for information call Paul or Phil at 
�1�-���-1���.
GLSEN Mid-Michigan - �:�0 p.m. �rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.
Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www.
suitsandthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization.
LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 
�-10 p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, �0�1 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

THURSDAY
LAHR Bowling - � p.m. for the winter, at Holiday Lanes on Grand 
River. Look for us near lane �0. Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at �:�0 p.m.
Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, �:�0 - �:�0 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building ���. 
Contact advisor, Jennifer Spenny email:  spennyj@lcc.edu

FRIDAY
LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:�0 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com
LGBT AA meeting, �:�0 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

SATURDAY
LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. �rd Sat. each month – met at Denny’s 
Restaurant at ��01 East Grand River in East Lansing – close to Park 
Lake.  Contact Bill ���-1�1� or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .
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