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Michigan Pride will 
be June 27, 28, and 29 
in Lansing.  You may 
go to the Michigan 
Pride web site www.
michiganpride.org  

to find out the details for this year’s 
activities.

The Advocate had this to say about 
Michigan Pride in Lansing -  “Highlights:  

LIFE RIDE 2008!
from Patrick Lombardi, LAAN

LAAN will host its annual Life Ride on Saturday, 
June 14th to help raise funds and build awareness 
about HIV and AIDS in Michigan. 

This year, Life Ride will feature a 25 
mile course and a 70 mile course 
which will begin and end at the 
home of Patrick Lombardi in 
Ovid, MI. Both courses will 
traverse the back country roads 
of Clinton County to Eagle, MI 
(which marks the half-way point 
of the 70 mile ride). The 25 mile 
course will incorporate Sleepy 
Hollow State Park, also beginning 
and ending in Ovid. 

Registration for this event is required 
and forms are available online at: 
www.laanonline.org or by calling the 
LAAN office at 517-394-3719 ext. 
14. Riders collect pledge dollars to 
help support their effort and to raise 
funds to support the programs 
and services for people living 
with HIV and AIDS in 11 mid-
Michigan counties.

The 2008 Life Ride will 
begin at 8 a.m. with the 70 
mile course, followed by 
the start of the 25 mile 
course at 9 a.m. 
and will finish at 
approximately 
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Michigan Pride is here!
Lansing Welcomes You to Your Capital City!!! Disappointing Supreme 

Court Ruling 
from Triangle 
Foundation & Michigan 
Equality

Several key Michigan-based 
organizations expressed their 
disappointment in the Supreme Court’s 

ruling upholding 
the Court of 

Appeals decision 
denying health care benefits 

to unmarried couples.  Unity 
Michigan, a group of organizations 

working together on issues 
that includes equal rights, 
will work hard to ensure 
that no Michiganders lose 
access to health care as a 
result of this decision.

“We are disappointed 
by this decision and still 

believe that a public employer 
offering health insurance 
benefits to domestic partners 
of employees does not 
create a marriage or anything 
approaching a marriage.  

Several public employers have revised 
their eligibility criteria to continue health 
insurance coverage for domestic partners, in 
compliance with the lower court’s decision,” 
said Kary L. Moss, ACLU of Michigan Executive 
Director.  “We will now encourage and work with 
public employers to revise their eligibility criteria 
in order to provide continued health insurance 
coverage.  We encourage Governor Granholm 
to do the same and negotiate such coverage with 
state employees.”

“Affirmations is extremely disappointed with 
the decision that the Michigan Supreme Court 
has made.  This decision has left thousands 
of children who are part of loving families 

without access to health care that they have 
relied on for years,” stated Bashar Makhay, 
Community Organizing Coordinator for 

God-des and She, Sista Otis and the 
Wholly Rollers, Gregory Douglas, Julie 
Loyd, Bridgewater, and Dung Fu Diesel.”

LAHR hopes that everyone is making 
plans to participate in this year’s activities 
and participate in the fun.  This is the time 
of year for the LGBT community, our 
families and our friends to come together 
and join millions 
of others around the world to 
celebrate 
LGBT Pride.

(continued on page 3)
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Letter from the Prez
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear LAHR Membership, 
When one of our own, a member of our 

LGBT communities is stricken, our sadness  
for them can easily  turn  to concerns 
about our own legal situation and those of 
our friends and loved ones in such trying 
circumstances.  

With the recent Michigan Supreme Court 
decision determining that offering domestic partner benefits 
is too much like marriage and therefor it is unconstitutional 
for a public employer to offer domestic partner benefits  
—the supremes determined they are a benefit of marriage 
not a benefit of employment—it raises questions about what 
happens to us and to our partners, if one of us is stricken with 
a serious illness in which we are dependent upon others to care 
for us or our loved one.

These are some of my fears and concerns.  What if those 
care-takers have an aversion to us who are other than 
heterosexual, or to people who’s gender expression does 
not match their physical being? What do we need to protect 
ourselves?  How do we  protect our partners, our children, 
ourselves,  should we or they require emergency care?  Are the 
papers that were somewhat effective before be not as effective 
in light of the Michigan Supreme Court decision?  What 
legal rights do these documents:  Medical Power of Attorney, 
Medical Advocate, living will, etc. , give us and our families 
should some administrator, some care-giver, some nurse, not 
honor them?  What if my partner Marilyn wants to be with me, 
should I need medical care, and our records are not with us, 
will I be denied her comfort and clear thinking?  Will she be 
denied any information about my health? 

As president of LAHR, as an old lesbian, partnered, and the 
mother of five grown children, I worry about these things for 
you, for me, and for others who may not be informed and/or 
prepared.   Recently a lesbian couple was on a cruise when 
one of them had a health crisis.  She was rushed to a hospital.  
They had no documentation on hand  of their long time 
relationship.  The patient’s partner and a parent of her children, 
was denied vital health information about her life partner, 
denied access to her, and was not allowed to be with her when 
her beloved died.  

And what about the dying woman?  What was she going 
through at the time?  Not having the comfort of her beloved 
in the last hours of her life.  It is an abomination!  We who are 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender most likely have no legal 
standing within our relationship with our partner, unless we 
can prove, or are given permission by someone in power, to 
even know the status of our loved one.  

A person with legal standing in the relationship with the 
patient does not have to prove their legal standing. The 
statement:  I am her husband! I am her mother! I am her son! 
That’s all it takes.  We, though, have to prove who we are. 
What if who we are is not acceptable to those in charge?  

I say these things because they are heavy on my mind. I say 
these things because I have not taken the care to insure-to the 
best of my ability-that Marilyn and I, as an us, will be allowed 
to be there for each other in the event of a health crisis. 

I will take care of these things soon, I promise.  My first call 
will be to the FREE Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender 
Legal Hotline a program of Elder Law.   Will you also promise 
to do the same?                    

Matthew Carter and Gregg Waggoner
6 years on June 14, 2008

The following people will be celebrating their Long Term Relationships (LTR):

The LAHR Long Term Relationship (LTR) group wants to promote the importance of a strong, committed relationship in the 
LGBT community.  If you have an anniversary for your relationship that you would like mentioned by the group, please email 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com .

Congratulations!

Penny
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Visit us at:
2019 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912

or call us at: (517) 346-9900
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Everybody Reads exists to empower the underrepresented  
individuals and families in the tri-county area through a 

comprehensive community bookstore and 
neighborhood resource center.

The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus celebrates our 20th year in a big way with 
our 2008 Spring Anniversary Concert.  “Retro to Metro:  That 80’s Show” features an 
exciting look at the songs of the 1980’s – that era which we all loved music, even if 
we don’t want to admit it.  The Chorus will entertain you with singing and dancing—
it’s a show you won’t want to miss!  Performances will be held Friday and Saturday, 
June 6 and 7, at Dart Auditorium on the campus of Lansing Community College.  
Showtime is at 8:00 p.m. with seating available at 7:30 p.m.  Come early and support 
our “Sweet Dreams Are Made of This” premiere silent auction!

The concerts will be interpreted in American Sign Language.  Suggested donation 
will be $10 to $25.  Tickets can be purchased by visiting our website.  For more 
information, visit the GLGMC’s web site at http://www.glgmc.org.  This production 
is co-sponsored by Lansing Community College’s Gay/Straight Alliance.

Benefits continued
Affirmations. 
“Michigan Equality is very disappointed 
by the decision reached today.  We 
are saddened that the ones hurt by this 
decision are the children in these families 
whose health care is now in jeopardy. This 
decision seeks to take away health care 
benefits that thousands of unmarried hard 
working Michigan couples have earned 
and have had for years - and the ones most 
hurt are the kids,” said Derek Smiertka, 
Executive Director of Michigan Equality.

“S.P.I.C.E. is disappointed with today’s 
Supreme Court decision.  Not only is it 
not legally sound, it jeopardizes the health 
care benefits of families throughout the 
state.  Michiganders believe that families 
who have worked hard to earn health care 
benefits should get to keep them, and the 
Supreme Court has ignored this,” said 
S.P.I.C.E. President, Alicia Skillman.

“We are disappointed with the 
decision by the Supreme Court,” said 
Sean Kosofsky, Director of Policy of 
the Triangle Foundation. “Thousands of 
children, who are part of loving families 
with committed parents who want to take 
responsibility for them, will now lose the 
health care benefits they have relied on for 
years. This is a sad day for Michigan and 
a devastating day for unmarried couples 
across the state.”

Unity Michigan is a coalition of 
Michigan-based organizations who work 
together on common issues, including 
equal rights. The group includes: ACLU 
of Michigan, Affirmations, Michigan 
Equality, S.P.I.C.E., and Triangle 
Foundation.

Michigan Equality is fighting back 
against the recent Michigan Supreme 
Court decision that takes away health 
insurance from Michigan families and 
needs your help.  Let your community 
know that it’s time we all stand up for 
equal treatment.  Will you help us fight 
back for Michigan families?  Take a few 
minutes to write a short letter to your local 
newspaper.

Tell the Editor:
· When Michigan voters passed a 

Constitutional amendment in 2004 
defining marriage as between one man 
and one woman, they had no intention of 
forcing cities and colleges to take away 
health insurance from the families of their 
employees in domestic partnerships. 

·During the campaign, the supporters 

of Proposal 2, the so-called “marriage 
amendment,” stated repeatedly on 
television and in newspapers that the 
measure would have no effect on the health 
benefits of unmarried couples and their 
children. 

·With over one million Michigan 
residents, including children, already 
without health benefits, we should be 
making every effort to get families the 
insurance they need, not take it away. 

·The children of unmarried couples 

deserve the same legal protection as those 
of married couples. Regardless of how 
Michigan citizens feel about unmarried 
couples, the courts should not deny health 
care benefits to their families and children.

Want to do more?
Register to vote! Voting is the single 

most important action you can take to 
advance the movement for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender civil rights. But 
you can’t vote if you aren’t registered. 
Registering is easy!

CONCERT REMINDER
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Positively Speaking
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

Pride 2008 and HIV, 
Nothing to be Proud of

June again marks Gay Pride throughout 
the nation.  That “pride” will be celebrated 
in Lansing on June 28.  Unfortunately, as we 
prepare to observe Michigan Pride 2008, Men 
who have Sex with Men (MSM) continues to 

represent the highest risk factor for infection.  Nationally, Men 
who have Sex with Men (MSM) accounted for 53% of all new 
HIV cases.  In Michigan, MSM as a risk category accounted for 
51% of all HIV/AIDS cases.  Over a half a million MSM have 
been diagnosed with AIDS, and over 300,000 have already been 
lost.  Most concerning of all for this writer is the reality that HIV 
is striking yet another generation of gay and bisexual men.

Many young gay and bisexual men know what puts them 
most at risk for HIV (unprotected anal sex), but they still engage 
in unnecessarily risky behavior. The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control recently studied more than 3,000 men who have sex with 
men (gay men, bisexual men, and sex workers) who were 15 to 
22 years old.  About 4 out of 10 (41%) of these young men had 
anal sex without a condom in the six months prior to participating 
in the study. The dynamics of why young men take such risks is 
complicated.  In most instances the reasons are not intrinsically 
related to being gay or bisexual but have much to do with the way 
we feel about ourselves or how we feel others may perceive us.  

Low self-esteem is an issue for many of us at one time or 
another.   A lot of men, young and old, go into possible hook-up 
situations with ideas such as “I don’t want to pass up the chance 
to hook up”, or “…he seems clean, he couldn’t be infected,” or 
“…he seems honest.  He would tell me if there was something to 
worry about.”  Many of these thoughts not only are dismissive of 
real risk but also relate to feeling wanted or needed for just a brief 
while if there has been limited acceptance in the past.

Also be careful about the “I am going out tonight, and I’m 
going to hook up no matter what” attitude.  Times of celebration 
and/or drug and alcohol use prove particularly risky.  You 
might let yourself engage in risky activities just because you 
are afraid the guy you’re with will reject you. Don’t be afraid to 
negotiate safer sex, wearing a condom or suggesting that you just 
masturbate together.  If you really don’t feel comfortable with 
the situation, call it off completely.  Remember that feeling good 
about who you are has to come from inside you, not from another 
guy wanting to have sex with you. Feeling good about yourself 
and wanting to safeguard your future is really important to help 
you protect yourself from unnecessary risks associated with HIV 
infection. The message here is simple: “You are your own best 
protection against HIV, so think about taking care of yourself and 
your future first.”  

I remember well the latter 80’s and early 90’s when I lost many 
people who were very close to me, including the individual 
who I loved most, my own partner, Jon, in 1996.  Each of these 
individuals left this world wanting more from themselves.  They 
were accomplished artists and musicians, carpenters, business 

(continued on page 8)

Welcome Home!

706-2518

332-5100

James D. Noble
REALTOR®

jamesdnoble@briarwoodrealty.com

James D. Noble
                                                          REALTOR®

333-2520
324-3200

www.jamesdnoble.com
jnoble@lawtongroup.com
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Pastor Paul
by Paul S. Downie

A Christian’s Perspective 
on Homosexuality: 
Chapter 4

     In Chapters1-3, I have examined The Old 
Testament, The New Testament, and The Truth 

About “Tradition.”  The half-dozen pertinent biblical passages 
seem not to address committed same gender unions, and Jesus is 
silent.  With occasional exceptions, such unions were accepted, 
even blessed in churches, until the 14th century, when gays 
and women deemed witches were burned at the stake.  That 
the Bible and 2,000 years of Christian Tradition prove God 
hates homosexuality, as alleged by the Christian Right -- is 
WRONG!    As an Episcopal Church priest, I oppose blind-eye 
bigotry.  The Mystery of God, Creation, and humanity elicits 
widely differing views.   In an imperfect Church on Earth, “now, 
we see in a mirror, dimly”  (1 Corinthians 13).  So views differ, all 
participate in heresy to some degree, and we must live with that!
OLD TESTAMENT AFFIRMATION:   CREATION REVISITED

BIOLOGICAL EVOLUTION.  Humans are created to 
stand, walk, run, and leap on two strong legs:  creativity, 
and community -- without which our survival and our 
astonishing evolution could not happen.  Life is distorted if 
these legs are mutilated.   Stifled creativity brings rigidity and 
emptiness; absence of community brings disconnectedness 
and isolation.  Self-esteem is shattered.  Downward pull is a 
reality, but we’re created for upward thrust, to leap up using 
strong legs of creativity and community -- to be imaginative, 
artistic, vibrant persons nurtured by deep well-springs of inner 
creativity; to be trusting, caring, giving persons nurtured in 
loving community.  Two Creation stories in Genesis 1-2 point to 
creativity and community as vital to human life.  These stories 
are not science.  Charles Darwin, whom the Anglican Church 
honored at his death by interring his remains in Westminster 
Abbey, described the factual process of creation in scientific terms 
of evolution.  The two Biblical Creation stories speak of God as 
source and meaning of Creation.    

CREATIVITY:  Genesis 1:1--2:4a.  In this story the majestic 
Creator speaks the Creation into being, which climaxes the 
6th day with “humankind in the image of God, male and 
female.”  Made in the image of the Creator means God shared 
creativity with humans, and that creativity is of the essence of 
what it is to be human.  God is One, yet three Persons -- Father, 
Son, and Spirit.  The Divine Nature is Unity in Diversity and this 
is mirrored throughout Creation:  One Creation in a Diversity 
that defies imagination -- electrons, bacteria, roses, oaks, birds, 
cats, gays, Jews, blacks, women, time, stars, galaxies.  To reject 
diversity strangles creativity.  God creates each person with a 
deep well-spring of unique creativity.  We must free ourselves and 
our children and grandchildren from the curse of conformity and 
uniformity -- so we can dare to be the unique persons God created, 
rather than clones of another’s expectations.  When we reach to 
our inner depths and express those creative gifts that are unique 
for each one of us in the marvelous diversity of God’s Creation, 
we are close to God.  Historically and presently, homosexual 
persons excel disproportionately in creativity -- as actors, artists, 
musicians, architects, writers, teachers, etc.  One might conclude 

that many gays and lesbians are indeed very close to God!  
     COMMUNITY:  Genesis 2:4b-25.  God created from 

earth a “human” (adam), planted a garden, made animals, 
and separated the human into a “male” and “female” (ish and 
ishshah) --  because, said God, “it is not good that the human 
being should be alone.”   This is not literal biography of the first 
humans, but a story of God creating us for connectedness, for 
loving community.   But what does it tell us?  “Normal” and “not 
normal.”  Some say:  “God created Adam and Eve, not Adam 
and Steve.”  Yes! so that there would be a human race.  They 
are prototypes of “normal” humans in that most -- but not all! 
--  will thus be similarly endowed.  They can see, hear, speak, 
touch, walk; are non-celibate, fertile, heterosexual, and will 
procreate.  But!  they were created first and foremost for physical 
/ emotional / sexual / spiritual union -- a loving and godly union 
in “one flesh.”  But what about persons who are “not normal” in 
the sense that they¹re not like most people -- not like Adam and 
Eve?  If one is blind, deaf, mute, or has lost a leg or arm; has had 
a hysterectomy or a vasectomy; is impotent or is in menopause; 
uses “rhythm,” condoms, or the pill; or has blond-hair and blue-
eyes; or is left-handed? Surely none of these are to be denied 
godly union in “one flesh” because they¹re not like Adam and 
Eve!  Why are only LGBT persons denied godly “one flesh” 
union, God’s gift in Creation?  None of us chooses our sexual 
orientation.  Yet only LGBT persons are told to limp through life 
on one leg in sterile and lonely celibacy!  Why?  
     GOD’S RAINBOW GIFT.  Genesis is not about forced 
celibacy, but community --  Adam and Eve and what most people 
are.  But that doesn¹t exclude those who are blind, old, deformed, 
blond, left-handed, or gay -- who are part of the diversity created 
by God.  “One flesh” union is violated by sex that’s adulterous 
(which betrays that union), promiscuous (which fails to bond 
in a union), and/or abusive (which is destructive).  A stable 
homosexual union is none of these.  God’s gift of “one-flesh” 
union for Adam and Eve is also for Adam and Steve, and for 
Adele and Eve.  A renowned physicist (James Gleick, I think, and 
these may not be his exact words) once said that when a butterfly 
flutters its wings, its impact extends to the farthest reaches of 
the cosmos.  Thus, every event and thing in the Universe is 
interconnected.  So a loving and godly “one flesh” union, straight 
or gay, is a kind of Sacrament not only of their own union as 
persons, but of their oneness with every human being, every living 
thing, the Earth, the entire Creation, and with God their Creator!

The Rev. Paul S. Downie is an 
active Episcopal Church priest 
of 48 years, taught 30 years at 
Lansing Community College 
until his retirement May 2005, 
and received the LAHR Prism 
Award as Ally of the Year for 
2000.   E-mail: pastorpaul@
voyager.net.   Phone:  (517) 332-
2326 (until 9:30 pm)

Copyright 2008 by:  Paul 
S. Downie, Trustee or any 
successor Trustee of the 
PAUL S. DOWNIE LIVING 
TRUST dated March 4, 
1983, as amended.  All rights 
reserved.  E-mail:  pastorpaul@
voyager.net
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Our Families
by Mary 
Boudreau

Making 
The World 
A Better 
Place

As I write 
this article, my family is celebrating 
a number of  transitions:  my 
graduation from Nursing School 
(it’s never too late to learn!), the 
high school graduation of our two 
youngest children, Effrem and 
Ashley, and my partner, Susan, 
getting tenure at CMU.  It’s been 
a whirlwind ten years since our 
children first came to live with us as 
foster children. 

As we celebrate Effrem and 
Ashley’s many accomplishments, 
including multiple 

sports awards, graduation from the 
International Baccalaureate program, 
and the Congressional Medal of 
Merit (Effrem), we are reminded the 
we are very blessed, and that the most 

important part of parenting has been 
retaining hope, even when things 
were difficult.  

Although there have been some 
challenges with adopting older 
children, the rewards have been 
incredible, not only for our children 
and our family, but for the world.  
They are all living productive, 
enriching lives, and will certainly 
make the world a better place for 
their efforts.  

It’s also fun to watch people’s 
attitudes change about “gay 
parenting”.  Some other parents who 
are religious conservatives have 
articulated how their attitudes have 
changed simply by getting to know 
our family. 

Susan and I both look forward to 
watching them grow and evolve in 
college and beyond, and to having a 
bit more time.  However, we are still 
committed to supporting the lives of 
children by involvement in the public 
schools as well as through sports, 
religious and musical activities.  
However, it will be nice to be able 
to send the kids home to their own 
parents at the end of the day. 

Reminder that Pet Support Services  
is supporting your participation  

in pet amnesty day at the  
North Precinct on June 7th!!!
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Smart Money
by Brian Winters, 
AAMS, Financial 
Planner

Giving 
the Most 
to Good 
Causes

There are some smart strategies for 
same-sex couples to maximize charitable 
giving while lowering taxes.

First donors must determine whether 
their donation would be tax deductible. 
Asking the organization whether they are 
501(c) qualified or whether donations are 
tax deductible does the job. 

A perfect example of a 501(c) 
organization is LAHR, where donations 
are tax deductible. Contrarily, a good 
organization where donations aren’t tax 
deductible is LAHR-PAC. The government 
prohibits deductions based on donations 
to LAHR-PAC or any other political 
action committee since the organizations 
are political by nature and purpose. Tax 
deductions (usually) aren’t the primary 
motivation for philanthropic giving, nor 
should they be. It is a personal decision.

If you and your partner do choose to 
give to a 501(c) organization, it is smart 
to make sure the person who itemizes 
deductions and is in the highest tax bracket 
actually makes the donation. A $1,000 
donation made by a higher earning partner 
in the 33% tax bracket will net a deduction 
of $330, versus only $250 for the lower 

earning partner in the 25% tax bracket.
Since donations to 501(c) nonprofit 

organizations are only deductible as part 
of a person’s itemized deductions, it is 
important that total itemized deductions 
exceed the standard individual deduction 
of $5,350. 

Someone with $1,500 of standard 
deductions (mortgage interest, property 
taxes, etc) who makes a $1,000 tax-
deductible donation wouldn’t receive 
a tax break because the total $2,500 of 
itemized deductions would be less than the 
standard $5,350 deduction most people 
get. To maximize deductions, ensure prior 
to making a donation that the donating 
partner’s itemized deductions will equal at 
least $5,350 for the year.

Assuming deduction have been 
maximized, a pleasant predicament 
presents itself. How to use the extra 
money?  Some give it to the nonprofit 
organization.  Others keep it or give it to 
a different organization. Again, there’s no 
right answer except your own.

On an unrelated note, did you know 
each year you can give up to $200 cash to 
a Michigan food bank or homeless shelter 
and receive 50% of that amount back on 
your Michigan tax return. Consult your 
tax advisor for details or see page 16 of 
Michigan tax form Schedule 2. Spread the 
word! 

As always, please send your financial 
questions to brian@7advice.com .

Brian Winters is President and 
Financial Planner at Guardian Financial 
Planning, LLC, an independent Registered 
Investment Advisory firm serving the 

planning and investment needs of the 
LGBT community throughout Lansing, 
Jackson and Ann Arbor. He can be reached 
at brian@7advice.com .

Gal lery  of  Contemporary  Craf t

o p e n  e v e r y  d a y

a Niche Top100 gallery

B r i n g i n g  a r t

t o  a r t i c l e s

o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e

w i t h  c o n s t a n t

q u a l i t y  i n  a

c h a n g i n g  w o r l d

artful

accessories

for the

home  and

individual

217 Ann Street Plaza
East Lansing, MI 48823

517 .  351  .  2211
w w w. m a c k e r e l s k y. c o m
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Hello, I am Nancy 
English

I was born in Saginaw, Michigan (just 
like the old Lefty Frizzle song) in 1954 
and am the youngest of three. When I 
was in elementary school my friends and 
I would race home when the bell rang 
to see American Bandstand – when the 

show played live in Philadelphia before it moved to L.A. Our 
neighborhood was full of kids, the baby boomer generation you 
know, and mostly boys who liked to fight a lot. They even beat up 
the neighborhood girls, including myself, so I learned to defend 
myself pretty early in life.

I remember very clearly the first time I admitted to myself that I 
“liked girls.” I was seven and sitting by myself in my front yard in 
the hot, June sun. I was reflecting on how I liked girls better than 
boys, that I liked them in a romantic way and that I could never 
tell anyone about my feelings. I did not want to marry a man even 
though society, at that time, pretty much forced all women to do 
so. I sat contemplating on how I could get away with never getting 
married and thought, “I’ll tell them I never met the right man, so 
I decided to be an old maid.” I remember being very pleased with 
myself for coming up with such a clever answer. 

I fell in love for the first time at the age of 15. I was a junior 
in high school and she was in college. A few years later she got 
married and that was the end of that. I did not know anything 
about being a lesbian or anything about homosexuality. There 
were no books to read and no LAHR hotline to call. But 
eventually I met someone who became a good friend who invited 
me to East Lansing to hang out with her and some other women at 
the Women’s Center (which later became the Lesbian Center). So 
I came out at the age of 19, told my parents who freaked out in a 
big way and moved out on my own. 

I moved to Bay City (that was a really fun and wild place to live 
in the ‘70s) and worked at B.A.S.I.S. Inc. training folks to work 
at the Other Room Crisis Intervention Center. I met a lot of really 
wonderful people at “The Room.” It was a very loving and special 
place and I’m so glad I was able to spend some years there. I 
worked at Saginaw County Mental Health in the ‘80s and early 
‘90s, got my heart broken and moved to Albuquerque. I worked 
for the mental health system in Albuquerque and my boss, Teri 
Otero, was a really wonderful and amazing woman – I had a really 
great time there. But I missed my family and friends so I moved 
back to East Lansing and got a job at Ingham Regional Medical 
Center. It’s a good thing I came back to Michigan because I met 
my partner, Elaine, while working at the hospital. A few months 
after we met we bought a house (on Gay Lane – no kidding) and 
have been there ever since. 

I worked at Michigan Equality for a couple of years, became 
the Program Director and produced the rally for last year’s 
Michigan Pride. I am now the Auxiliary Services Coordinator for 
the Lansing Area AIDS Network and am on the board of LAHR. 
I am a member of the Greater Lansing Network Against War and 
Injustice (GLNAWI) and also Mid-Michigan Democracy for 
America.  I love to shop at Everybody Reads, hang out at Gone 
Wired Café and eat at Magdalena’s Tea House. 

I LOVE sports, especially football and MSU women’s 
basketball. I like to go to the Palace of Auburn Hills to watch the 

Detroit Shock (Deanna Nolan is my favorite player but Katie 
Smith is really cool, too) and will travel anywhere in Michigan 
to see Kathy Griffin, my favorite comedian. I watch too much 
television and my favorite show is Friday Night Lights which, 
thank God, did not get cancelled after this season. I’m really 
pissed off about the Big Ten Network and hope I don’t have to get 
a satellite dish just to watch more MSU sports. 

I consider myself very fortunate to have come out when I did 
– in the early ‘70s when amazing women like Margy Lesher 
started publishing the Lesbian Connection, Terry Grant created 
Goldenrod Music and the Vogel sisters (and other women) up 
in Mt. Pleasant began producing the Michigan Womyn’s Music 
Festival. These women have made (and continue to make) a huge 
contribution and impact on lesbians and feminists everywhere 
and have affected my life deeply. Lansing and East Lansing is my 
home and despite missing the Colorado mountains I will remain a 
“48912” lesbian forever.

3 p.m. with a barbeque and bonfire in Ovid. Lunch will be 
provided in Eagle and Support and Gear (SAG) vehicles will 
follow the riders throughout the course providing water, snacks 
and encouragement.

For more information, to volunteer or to register for Life Ride 
2008, please contact Patrick Lombardi at 517-394-3719 ext. 14 or 
pwlombardi@laanonline.org.

Life Ride 2008 continued

people and mechanics, social workers and chefs, husbands, 
lovers, sons and fathers.  Many, like Jon, were also community 
activists.  Many of those friends were vital members of the LGBT 
community and were forever lost.  The individuals celebrating 
Pride 2008 are today’s vital LGBT community members.  You, 
too, have much to offer that is good and important.  Do not let the 
community suffer your loss.  Do not leave this world wanting for 
more.

There is more information today then there has ever been about 
HIV and its transmission.   HIV is 100% avoidable.  It is your 
responsibility to yourself and the community to become educated 
and to avoid unnecessary risk.  LAAN offers may programs 
specific to the MSM community.  The agency offers not only HIV-
antibody testing services but skills building workshops that can 
be provided as a type of house party.  If you are interested in more 
information contact Matt Hulbert at 517-394-3719 (Ext. 30).

Speaking Positive continued

Bowling News
from Greg Serrano

With winter leagues over, the LAHR bowling group is 
switching to summer hours starting in June.  The group will meet 
every Thursday at 8:00 PM.  We play two games for a total of 
$5.00.  The shoe rental is $3.25.  If you like to bowl just for fun 
with a group of non-competitive pals, this is for you.

Go to the Frandor Holiday Lanes on Grand River Avenue near 
Clippert Street and Route 127.  Look for us near lane 35.  We will 
resume winter hours (starting at 9:00 PM) the first Thursday of 
September.

 For more info, contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com.
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17th Annual LGBT Bike Tour
from Camp Out Michigan

July 25 - 27, 2008, will mark the 17th annual gathering of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender outdoor enthusiasts in Northern 
Michigan.  The weekend of outdoor fun centers around a bicycle 
tour for riders of all ability levels.  Although, not all participants 
will actually ride a bicycle.  In its most successful years, 
attendance has passed 100 campers.  Participants come from all 
over Michigan and even surrounding states and Canada.  Many of 
last year’s participants had attended 10 or more previous events.

The first 15 years of the Bike Tour were organized by Friends 
North, a GLBT organization based in Traverse City.  The event 
was a fund raiser for Friends North and other GLBT organizations 
in Northern Michigan.  

Not wanting to see the Bike Tour tradition come to an end when 
Friends North dissolved in 2006, a small group of Bike Tour 
veterans formed Camp Out Michigan to continue to organize 
the yearly event.  The weekend continues to be a fund raiser 
for GLBT causes, but the primary objective is to bring together 
GLBT people and their friends for a weekend of camaraderie 
and fun.  In 2007, Camp Out Michigan split proceeds from the 
event between the Perceptions Scholarship Fund and a Traverse 
City based HIV/AIDS services program (The Thomas Judd Care 
Center at Munson Medical).  Bike Tour participants also made 
additional contributions directly to these two charities.

In its second year of organizing the event, Camp Out Michigan 
has made a few changes.  The most significant change is moving 
to a new venue.  The first 16 years of the event were held in 
Leelanau, Grand Traverse or Benzie County.  Our home for 2008 
will be near Mio in Oscoda County.  The family who owns the 
campground is very welcoming and is looking forward to hosting 
the event.  There is a small motel and rental cabins adjoining the 
campground, so those who prefer electricity and indoor plumbing 
to a tent may easily participate in all of the group activities that 
are centered in the campground.  Another change for 2008 is the 
addition of a special route for street-legal scooters and mopeds.

Camp Out Michigan organizers decided that since participants 
come from all over Michigan, the charities selected this year 
should service all of Michigan.  Lansing-based Michigan Equality 
was chosen as a new partner.  Michigan Equality is a statewide 
organization dedicated to building and using political power to 
promote equality and eliminate discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.  They are 
changing the face of politics in Michigan by fighting for the rights 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender families and individuals.  
The Perceptions Scholarship Fund will also receive a portion 
of this year’s proceeds. Any Michigan resident may apply for 
the annual scholarship which is dedicated to promoting respect 
for diversity across all borders including race, religion, sexual 
orientation and gender expression.

Although billed as the “Bike Tour,” you do not need to be an 
avid cyclist to enjoy the weekend.  If fact, a few regular attendees 
don’t even bring their bikes.  Less experienced cyclists can make 
arrangements to do a shorter route.  Or at anytime you decide that 
you can’t complete the route, one of our support vehicles will 
take you back to camp.  If you don’t care to attempt a ride, there 
are plenty of alternative activities to enjoy during the time on 
Saturday when most people are pedaling.  A few volunteers will 
be needed to work as support crew for the riders.  Some people 

will choose to explore the area by car.  Camp Out Michigan will 
provide information about local points of interest.  Motorcyclists 
are encouraged to attend and enjoy all of the activities at the camp 
site with us.  They can do a self-guided tour of the area instead of 
one of the planned routes that the bicycles and scooters will be 
doing.

The Bike Tour is an all-inclusive weekend.  Your registration 
includes two nights of rustic camping, evening meals served at the 
campsite on Friday & Saturday, continental breakfast on Saturday 
& Sunday, your choice of bicycle rides or the scooter/moped route 
with road support, group activities, entertainment and evening 
bonfires.  A Sunday canoe trip is a popular optional activity.  À la 
carte registration options are available to suit individual needs.  
Register by June 1st to qualify for the early bird discount prices.  
Visit the Camp Out Michigan web site at www.campoutmichigan.
org for additional information and registration options.  

The Band Needs You
by Paul Levandowski, Artistic Director

 Pride season is upon us and the Great Lakes Pride Band needs 
your help.  We need all instrumentation for our three Pride events 
in June as well as a couple of performance opportunities in July.

 
Motor City Pride, June 1

Ferndale, MI

Common Language Bookstore, June 11
Book signing for “Band Fags” a novel by Frank Palitto

West Michigan Pride, June 21
Grand Rapids, MI

Michigan Pride, June 28
Lansing, MI

Saturday in the Park, July 26
Hunter Park, Lansing, MI

 
The GLPB rehearses every Wednesday night at Everybody 

Reads Bookstore on 2019 E Michigan Avenue in Lansing from 
7:30 to 9 PM in the conference room.  There are people willing to 
car pool from out of the area to drive you to rehearsals from the 
Ann Arbor area and Grand Rapids.

We especially need percussionists, trumpets and trombones.  
The GLPB is very close to getting our 501 c 3 status.  We found a 
donor to help with our application fee.

Please support your local LGBT band!  Please call Paul at 
517-664-1275 or 517-285-7741 and visit the web site at www.
greatlakesprideband.org  
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Lansing Area AIDS Network
Care Coordination
Since 1986, LAAN’s care coordinators have worked with over 
450 HIV+ men, woman and children assisting in planning for 
needed services and acting as a central point of access for care 
and support services in the community. LAAN offers emergency 
assistance with mortgage and rent payments; utility bills; 
medical/dental costs; child care expenses; food and nutritional 
supplements; transportation; and coordinates with other 
community service providers.

Volunteer Programs
Many volunteer opportunities are available at LAAN including 
the Buddy Program, which links trained volunteers who 
provide practical and emotional support, social integration and 
friendship to persons living with HIV/AIDS. Volunteers are also 
needed for general office support, special events, staffing for 
LAAN’s food pantry program and help with transportation for 
clients.

Support Groups
Current LAAN support groups include:
HIV+ Men’s Group
Positively Aware Series

Anonymous Counseling  
& Testing Schedule

Listening Ear (East Lansing) 
313 West Grand River 
Thursday from 6-9 PM 

Appointment Only

Young’s Landing (Old Town) 
Greater Lansing African American Health 

511 East Grand River 
Wednesday from 6-9 PM 

Walk-In

LAAN Main Office 
913 West Holmes, Suite 115 

First and Third Thursday of Every Month from 3-9 PM 
Appointment Only 

Serving the HIV affected community since 1985. 

For more information about the LAAN, visit them online at: www.laanonline.org 

913 West Holmes, Suite 115, Lansing, MI 48910 - (517)394-3560 - (517)394-1298 FAX - laancontact@lansingareaaidsnetwork.org

HIV Prevention Programs
Prevention outreach and risk reduction is provided through 
presentations to community groups, schools, treatment centers, 
shelters, churches, and universities. LAAN utilizes trained 
volunteers to assist with promoting LAAN services and community 
resources throughout the region.

HIV+ Womens Group
Client Education Workshops

The Stonewall Rebellion
(June 28 – July 3, 1969; New York City)

from Nancy English, LAHR Board 
“That night in some very deep way, we 

finally found our place in history,
not as a dirty joke, not as a doctor’s case 

study, but as a people.”
-Joan Nestle
The police raid on the Stonewall Inn, a 

well known gay bar on Christopher Street in 
Greenwich Village, may have been routine 

but the reaction was not. In the early morning hours on June 28, 
1969 New York City police officers got a big surprise when the 
patrons of the bar stood up and fought back for the very first time.

Some people say that the reason the gay men fought back was 
because of Judy Garland’s death, whose funeral took place the day 
before in New York City – some say not. Whatever the reason, the 
rebellion that took place marks one of the biggest events in the 
history of gay rights.

Raids on gay bars in NYC were frequent in June 1969 due to 
a mayoral race taking place at the time. It was common then, to 
crack down on gay bars and other gathering spots for lesbians 
and gay men during a political campaign. The candidates liked to 
prove that they were tough on vice types of crimes. At least five 
other gay bars had been raided or shut down the two week before 
the Stonewall raid, and Stonewall had actually been raided once 
before the rebellion on June 28th.

There were eight officers, including two policewomen, 
who entered the Stonewall Inn that night – most of them in 

plainclothes. White lights flashed in the bar, the signal that the 
police were there. The music was turned off and the two hundred 
or so bar patrons were ordered to line up for identification 
inspection. The police detained those without proper ID, the 
cross dressers (as cross dressing was still unlawful) and several 
employees. Everyone else in the bar was escorted to the door after 
being checked. 

A police wagon pulled up outside and everyone being arrested 
was led into the wagon. There was a rapidly growing crowd 
outside of the bar and they started booing and cat-calling the 
police. All at once, it seemed, several gay men, cross dressers and 
lesbians started fighting back – those being arrested and those who 
were part of the crowd gathered outside the bar. Bottles, beer cans 
and bricks were thrown at the officers. A parking meter was ripped 
out of the concrete and used as a battering ram to break down the 
door of the bar. As word got out about what was happening at the 
Stonewall Inn, many others from neighboring lesbian or gay bars 
came running to join the crowd. At least one thousand people 
joined in the rebellion.

One person threw a trash can through a window of the bar; 
someone else threw lighter fluid through the window and then 
some lit matches. Soon flames were encompassing the Stonewall 
Inn. The late Sylvia Rivera recalled about that night, “I remember 
someone throwing a Molotov cocktail and I just said to myself 
in Spanish, ‘Oh, my God, the revolution is finally here’ and I just 
started screaming freedom, we’re free at last, you know, and it felt 
really good.”

Soon the Tactical Patrol Force (TPF), a special riot-control 
squad created to deal with anti-Vietnam War protesters, arrived. 
The police in the task force wore helmets with visors, carried billy 
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Tom “T.J.” Thias
New & Used Car & Truck Sales
Tom’s Desk (517) 622-6081 or

Cell (517) 749-0532
bestpriceticer@aol.com

West on Saginaw Hwy. 

Just west of the Lansing Mall

5895 E. Saginaw, Grand Ledge

Over 1500 Cars & Trucks!
Open Every Day

1-800-SUNDANCE
WWW.SUNDANCECHEVY.COM

clubs, tear gas and other weapons. They soon started beating up 
the crowd who dispersed shortly after. The rebellion that night 
lasted about two hours. A total of thirteen people were arrested, 
seven for the unlicensed sale of alcohol, the other six for assault, 
disorderly conduct, harassment or resisting arrest. 

The rebellion continued on the next five nights as news of what 
was happening spread throughout the Village. In the days and 
weeks that followed this historic event, constant meetings were 
held to put in place the gay liberation and gay power movement. 
By late July the Gay Liberation Front organization was established 
and within two years there were dozens of gay liberation groups in 
cities and college campuses around the country. 

In the fall of 1969 several activists formed the Christopher 
Street Liberation Day Committee to plan a commemoration of the 
first anniversary of the Stonewall Rebellion. They also encouraged 
all of the other gay liberation groups to do the same. On Sunday, 
June 28, 1970 several hundred gay men and lesbians gathered at 
Washington Square in Greenwich Village and marched up Sixth 
Avenue to a “Gay-In” in Central Park. By the time they reached 
the park the crowd of several hundred had grown to several 
thousand. This was the very first Gay Pride march and event. 
In Los Angeles more than a thousand gathered to march there; 
hundreds of people came together in Chicago and also in San 
Francisco. Decades later many cities in every state hold Gay Pride 
marches and events. 

While the Stonewall Rebellion was not the first time gay men 
and lesbians fought for gay rights, it has a special place in our 
history and is seen by many as the catalyst for the modern gay 
rights movement. 

Support LAHR 
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

LAHR has been supporting the Lansing area 
LGBT community since Sept., 1979, almost 30 
years.  LAHR is the oldest local LGBT organization 

in Michigan.  The organization provides many services, such as, 
this newsletter, the LGBT Hotline, social groups (Breakfast Club, 
Coffee, Bowling, etc.), the excellent and effective list services, 
our web site at www.lahronline.org , and continuously performs 
networking activities with other LGBT groups and organizations 
as well as public agencies, elected officials, and the business 
community.  The best way to support LAHR is to become a 
member or make a financial contribution or volunteer your time 
– visit the web site.  You may also visit our tent at the Michigan 
Pride festival – stop by and say hello!!

In addition, I have frequently encouraged you to volunteer 
to become a writer for The LGBT News.  The LGBT News 
is the best informational source in the greater Lansing area to 
inform LGBT people and our families and friends about things 
happening with your organizations and groups.  When you 
join LAHR, you are also supporting The LGBT News.  The 
newsletter also welcomes advertising, which helps keep the 
newsletter in circulation to our hundreds of readers.  The readers 
are encouraged to support our advertisers – you should always be 
ready to mention the name of an advertiser to a family member or 
friend when they are looking for a particular product or service.

If you are willing to support LAHR or to help with the 
newsletter, please contact me at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net  or give 
me a call  at 337-1419.  
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by Bill Castellani

Fighting For Your Job, 
The Election and Justice

The Human Rights Campaign supports 
us all, That includes all of us in Lansing, in 
Michigan and everywhere in the fight for 
LGBT equal rights. 

Among its top goals: passing the National 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act to ensure that LGBT 
individuals cannot be fired for their status. Michigan currently 
has no such protection , although Lansing and East Lansing do. 

 Some of the greatest achievements that HRC has attained 
include advocating for workplace rights in the top Fortune 500 
firms. Here, the success has been amazing. While 5 and 10 
years ago, few firms protected workers and provided health and 
partner benefits, now the vast majority of large firms do. The 
fight goes on!

This Spring, HRC has launched the “Year to Win” campaign 
earlier this week (www.hrc.org/yeartowin), an unprecedented 
multi-million dollar nationwide effort to elect fair minded 
leaders to the White House, Congress and statehouses across the 
country. 

Don’t forget to check out the Year to Win website at www.hrc.
org/yeartowin. The site serves as a “one-stop shopping” election 
resource that will allow visitors to register to vote, gauge the 
political landscape of each state, donate to candidates, access 
the latest news and information on GLBT issues on the trail, and 
view a report card on where the candidates stand on key issues.

Clergy Call for Equality and Justice 2009 Roll-out Announced
HRC aims to spread the message about GLBT equality 

and encourage activism by reaching people in their local 
communities. That’s the same idea behind the second Clergy 
Call for Equality and Justice, which will be 
held exactly one year from Monday.

In 2007, HRC organized the first Clergy 
Call for Justice and Equality, which brought 
clergy and religious leaders from every state 
in the country to gather in Washington, D.C., 
to meet with members of Congress, take part 
in a major press conference, and worship 
together in an interfaith service. It was a 
powerful image—faith leaders in their colors 
standing before the U.S. Capitol, calling out 
for equality for the entire GLBT community. 

The theme for this Clergy Call, “Moving 
from Acceptance to Advocacy,” is designed to 
propel faith leaders to organize and advocate 
locally for GLBT equality. 

During the year-long lead up to the 2009 
Clergy Call for Justice and Equality, the HRC 
Religion and Faith Program will be providing 
congregations with resources and trainings 
to help move congregants towards greater 
advocacy.

Our Washington and 
HRC Connection

If you have been a victim of 
anti-gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender 

violence, harassment or discrimination, call us.

We’re here to help you.

1-877-787-4264
or email: report@tri.org

Out. Helping You.

Offices in Grand Rapids and Detroit.
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Frank Bigger Charity Event
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The 11th Annual Frank Bigger Euchre / Potluck / Charity Event 
was held at the Esquire Club on Saturday, May 3, 2008.  This 
annual event is held in memory of Frank Bigger, who as manager 
of Joe Covello’s, JB’s, and the Esquire Club, always believed in the 
importance of supporting charities, including the LGBT community.  
Many people in the Greater Lansing Area have many fond memories 
of Frank and can picture walking into one of the above bars and 

seeing Frank playing his favorite game of euchre.
The recent event was another big success.  The food was great as always, the euchre 

tournament was exciting, and the fundraising was successful.  For several weeks prior to 
the event, the Thursday night euchre 
group collects 25 cents per person 
per “set,” which goes into the charity 
collection.  It is much easier getting 
set, when you know the money is 
going to a good cause.

This year a total of approximately 
$400 was given to the following 
charities, which the group voted 
for:  Food Movers, Sparrow Hospice 
and the American Red Cross.  Over 
the past eleven years the event has 
raised approximately $4,000 and the 
following charities, in addition to the 
above, have benefited:  MSU Pride 
Scholarship Fund, the Lansing Area 
AIDS Network, Michigan Pride, 
American Cancer Society, Juvenile 
Diabetes Foundation, Children’s AIDS 
Network, Heart Association, Teen 
Challenge, Ele’s Place, Loaves and 
Fishes. and U of M Transplant Center.  
Frank would be proud of this tradition!

Frank Bigger  
at a charity event.
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LGBT Community 
Excited About Lansing
12-Story, $60 Million Project 
Planned for Downtown

For years, a vacant YMCA building 
has sat on the corner of Townsend and 
Hillsdale Streets in Downtown Lansing, 
but that’s about to change. The Lawton 
Group Development LLC (see the new 
James Noble ad) has plans to put a $60 
million, 12-story, 24,000 square foot 
building on the site. 

“In the months ahead we will be 
seeking the valuable partnership and 
assistance of the City of Lansing and the 
State of Michigan, marketing the project 
to potential tenants, and making final 
preparations to construct this spectacular 
new building,” says Julie Lawton-Essa 
with the Lawton Group Development 
LLC.

The site, which is referred to as the 
“Lenawee” site, is scheduled for a 2010 
completion. Lawton-Essa says they’ll start 
working on the building in the next six 
months.  Neumann-Smith Architects is 
designing the building, which will feature 
expansive office space and a four-lane 
jogging and walking track on the roof of 
the building.  Lockers, patios and a 650-
space parking lot will also be included.

Construction of The Lenawee will 
add even more momentum to Lansing’s 
resurgent downtown.

Out-of-Staters Moving to Lansing
People are moving to the Lansing area 

because they see vast opportunity without 
the big-city hassle and hustle.  Those 
who have relocated here within the past 
year immediately cite the cheaper cost 
of living, less congestion and an overall 
community spirit as being pleasant 
surprises.  Those assessments come from 
those who transferred from perceived hip-
and-happening places like California’s Bay 
Area, Boston and Chicago.

Ease on the wallet can be summed up by 
the fact a two-bedroom house in the Long 
Beach area goes for $700,000.  In Lansing, 
you can get a nice, two-bedroom house for 
less than a quarter of that price.

One person stated, “I’ll go back [to 
California] and visit, but I would never 
be able to raise my baby there.  I would 
never be able to have the lifestyle I would 
want for my child there:  To have a house, 
a yard and a community school.  It’s just 
different.”

Another Californian who transplanted to 
East Lansing, is amazed at how easy it is 
to meet people and maneuver around the 
Lansing area.  One big difference between 
the Bay Area and Lansing is the traffic.

Another person stated that, “We really 
felt that people here have a lack of 
pretension and an openness about them.  
We had wonderful friends in the Bay Area, 
but there is something very welcoming 
about this area.”

Another person moved to Lansing from 
Chicago last summer, found an apartment 
for $600—less than half of what he was 
paying for rent in the Windy City and no 
longer has to pay Chicagoland’s onerous 
10.25-percent sales tax, or being stuck for 
a $12 movie ticket.

Another person was skeptical about 
the graphic design opportunities that 
would be available in Mid-Michigan. 
Then she learned about Old Town, a 
bustling creative hub in Lansing where 
small boutiques, eateries and design firms 
proliferate. She landed a job at Ciesa 
Design in the historic Old Town district.

Old Town shares similarities to The 
Loop in St. Louis—a neighborhood that 
hosts many after-work hotspots.  Old 
Town, too, has plenty of access to art 
and entertainment, such as, Old Town’s 
JazzFest and Oktoberfest as well as 
“Festival of the Moon” (June 20) and 
Festival of the Sun (June 21) which are 
coming up in Old Town.

Second Parent Adoption 
Episode to Air June 24 
- “30 Days” 

“30 Days” a FX network reality TV 
show was filmed in Michigan last fall.  
The show features The Dennis and Tomas 
Patrick family of Ypsilanti, and Kati, from 
Utah, who is opposed to second parent 
adoption.  Kati, was filmed for 30 days 
living with Tom and Dennis and their 
four foster children.  She participated 
as a member of their family for the 
month.  Further, she traveled to Lansing 
to accompany advocates for HB 4259, 
Michigan’s Second parent adoption bill, 
awaiting a vote of the full house.  

Assisting in the production of this show 
was Michigan’s Coalition for Adoption 
Rights Equality, CARE, the organization 
for whom LAHR’s President does 
community and legislative work. Penny 
Gardner and Kati visited Representative 
Mark Meadows, and Representative Paul 
Condino advocating for Second Parent 
Adoption.   Kati, a married heterosexual 
has two adopted children and feels strongly 
that a child needs both a male parent and 
a female parent.  She is opposed to any 
second parent adoption legislation.  

While living with Dennis and Tom and 
their children, she was impressed by their 
parenting skills and how happy were the 
children.  Watch the show and see if Kati 
changes her mind about Second Parent 
Adoption. 

In Michigan a single person may adopt 
a child, or a married couple may adopt 
a child.  Michigan House Bill 4259 is a 
pro-child bill that will protect all children 
and all families regardless of the parents’ 
marital status or sexual orientation.

“30 Day”, FX network, 10 PM June 24th
Check out www.fxnetworks.com for 

more information.
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Calendar of Events!

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ____________________________________________________________________

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 1�0�1, Lansing, MI ���01

or call (�1�) ���-���� or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

 

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�1� or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted  
in electronic format, 

preferably in PDF or EPS format

Pay for 6 months in advance  
and get one month free! 

Join LAHR Today 
and Get a 

Free T-Shirt!

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support 
 its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

 q $15.00   Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to 
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $20.00   Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $40.00   Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household 
and a tax deduction.
 q $50.00   Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining 
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting 
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
 q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level 
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights for 
up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt.  Renewing members who donate at 
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through civil rights activities, 
communications, education, social events and supportive services.”  

SUNDAY
Dignity - 11:�0 a.m. mass �nd Sunday of each month. Saint John 
Student Parish, E. Lansing.
P-FLAG Lansing - �-� p.m. �rd Sunday of each month Presbyterian 
church in Okemos.
Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service 
- 1�01 Windsor St., Lansing, ���0�.   Contact (�1�) ���-�0�0 for info.
All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, �00 Abbott, East Lansing.
Edgewood United Chuch of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday 
Service 10am, ��� N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
�:1�am & 11:1�am, ��� Grove, East Lansing

MONDAY
Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chrous - �-�pm @ University Lutheran 
church, 10�0 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: 
Lisa Haston, haston@lcc.edu.
LGBT AA meeting - �:�0 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.
Social Knit Night -  �nd Monday of each month. �:�0 - �:00 p.m., �1� 
S. Waverly Rd. 

TUESDAY
Grand River Connection - �th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 
class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com. 
BINGO - �pm at Club �0�. 
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus- Weekley rehearsals are at the 
Molly Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at �10 W. Ottawa 
St. in downtown Lansing from �:�0-�:�0pm. To email: info@glgmc.org 
or vist the website at www.glgmc.org.

WEDNESDAY
Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - Every other Wednesday in 
Lansing. For information call Paul or Phil at �1�-���-1���.
GLSEN Mid-Michigan - �:�0 p.m. �rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.
Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www.
suitsandthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization.
LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 
�-10 p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, �0�1 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

THURSDAY
LAHR Bowling - � p.m. for the summer, at Holiday Lanes on Grand 
River near Frandor. Look for us near lane ��. Contact Greg at 
MILatino@aol.com
Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at �:�0 p.m.
Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, �:�0 - �:�0 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building ���. 
Contact advisor, Jennifer Spenny email:  spennyj@lcc.edu

FRIDAY
LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:�0 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com
LGBT AA meeting, �:�0 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

SATURDAY
LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. �rd Sat. each month – met at Denny’s 
Restaurant at ��01 East Grand River in East Lansing – close to Park 
Lake.  Contact Bill ���-1�1� or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .
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P.O. Box 6565
East Lansing, MI 48826

“Selling the Homes People Love to Buy” 
Since 1978

James R. Pyle
Owner/Broker

James Ewing
Realtor

Brandon Sanders
Realtor

A Proud Advocate


